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T. A Hlunnu u Hocexy Koasny, 6e3 nomoujit KOTOpwix 372 KHUZQ
HUK020aQ He Dotaa 661 HANUCAHA

U Hacagun Focnoaws bor pajii B neMe Ha BOCTOKE;
U nomecTHa TaM yeNo0BEKa, KOTOPOro CO3aal.

U nomen Kauu or auna Focnoaus;

U noceandcs B semae Hopn, Ha BOCTOK or 3aema

Knura BoiTua



Kpynuble penTHAHH OblIM CAMBIMH YILAUHBIMH JKH3HEHHHMH (op-
MaMH, xorfa-1H6o HaceaasBWIUMH 3ToT Mup. 140 MHIJIHOHOB JeT
Ha3aj OHH LapHJAH Ha 3eMJe, B BO3AyXe H B Boje. B 310 Bpemst
NPeAKH Jiiofel GblIN BCero JHIIb KPOXOTHBIMH, TOXOXKHMH HA 3eM-
JEpOeK, CYLIeCTBAMH, Ha KOTODBIX OXOTHJHChL Oosiee KpyaHLIe H
CHJIbHEIE SILIEPH.

3artem, 65 MHJIJIHOHOB JeT Haszaj, BCe W3MeHH,10ch. MeTeopuTr nua-
METPOM LIeCTh MHJb CTOJKHYJCS ¢ 3eMJell U Bul3Baj 1eo0paTuMbli
capur B atMocdepe, ChaencTeueM 3Toro ObIO YHHUTOXEHHE CBBIIIE
WECTHAECSATH [STY NPOLICHTOB BUIOB KUBOTHHX, XKHBIIKX TOrAa
Ha 3eMie. i

Bek AMHO3aBPOB KOHUHJICH, DBOJIOUAS MIEKONHTAIOINHX, KOTOPYIO
OHU CHEPKUBANY CTO MHJJHOHOB JeT, Haya/ach. '

A ecnm 6Bl 3T0r0 MereopuTa He Gmno? Kak peitaszen 6bl Haul
MHD CeroJHs?



MMPOJIOI: KEPPHK

Sl nHmy MCTOPHIC M BEPID, YT0 3TO — IPABMHBAS UCTOPHS MUDA,
Poguncs s1 B HeOOMLUIOM, BCEro M3 Tpex cemel, jarepe. Mu xumu
B najgaTkaxXx Ha Oepery OOJbIIOrO 03€pa, B CTAJbLHBIX BOJA2X KOTO-
poro OTpaXKaJHCh CHEXKHBIE BepUIHHH BHICOKMX Top. Korza crawo-
BHJIOCH XOJOAHO R CHEr 3achian TpPaBy, HACTYMAJO BPeMs OXOTH.
$1 6Bl MaJeHBKHM H OYeHb XOTEN NOCKOpee BHPACTH, 4TOBH TOXKE
OXOTHTbCS B TOPaX HAa OOHYKEIX M THTAHTCKHX ogeHefl, 310 U Onla
BeCb MOH MHp, KOTODHIM f XKHJ.

OJnkaxo TO, 4TO § CYMTa] NOJHON KapTHHOW JKH2HH, 0OKa3axoch
auib HeGonbliof ee wacThio, Mou ropel H 03epo OHIJIH Kpolley-
HLIM KyCOUKOM BGJIHKOIO KOHTHHEHTA, PACKHHYBUIEFOCa MEXIY ABY-
MA BE&JIHKHMH OKCaHaM4u. STOT KOHTHHEHT COCTOHAJ KdK 6bl Hu3 ,RBYX
qacTel, CoelUWHEUHBIX Y3KHM mepemefikoM. Mul' uau B ceBepHOH
YaCTH, a I0KHYI0 Hace JIH OrPOMHEIE U yXKaclible Mypry.

$1 Bo3HeHaBHAeNA MX elle A0 TOro, Kak BOepBhie yBuaes. Ms pac-
CKa30B CTAPIIKX s 3HAMX, UTO MO TY CTOPOHY 3amafiHOr0 OKEaHa ecthb
elle OJHH MATEPHK U TAM COBCEM HET OXOTHHKOB, HH 0aHOro. Toab-
KO Mypry. Bech MHp TpHHaJJeXHT UM, KpOMe Halled MaleHhKOH
YaCTH,

Tenepr 51 Koe-uro pacckaxy BaM ¢ HuX. Mypry — xononHele H
rAafKHe, ¥ HUX ecTb KOTTH ¥ 3yOul. OHH HeHaBHASIT HAC TaK Xe,
KaK MBI WX. JT0 He HMelo 6bl ocoboro 3HAYEHHs], 6ylb OHH TOJbKO
KPYIHBIMK H 6€3MO3IVILIMH *KHBOTHLIMH,

OnHako ecTb MYPry Takue e yMHBIE M CBHUPENLIe, KdK OXOTHHKH.
Uuceso X OnpelendTh HEBO3MOIKHO, HO NOCTATOYHO CKa3aTk, YTO
OHH 3aceJSIIOT BCE 3eMJH Halueid OrpoMHON MiaaHeTH.

To, ¢ ueM BH cefiuac yaHaeTe, HE QUEHbL NPHATHO, HO TaK OHLIO,
U Heab3s 3a6LBaTh 00 3TOM.

3TO — UCTOPHSI HALIET'O MHPA.
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KHUIA TEPBAS






AMaxacT yxe NpOCHYJCH, KOTAa Kpall HeGa y ropH3OHTa Hauas
CBEeTNIeTh M ObIIM BHAHH TOJBLKO CaMHBle sIpKHE€ 3Be3gel. Amaxact
3HaJ, OTKyXa OHH 0epyTca: 3TO AYIIH YMEPUIHX OXOTHHKOB, KOTO-
pHle NMOJHEMAIOTCH Ha HeGo KaxAyw Houb, Ho cefiuac jmaxe oHH,
caMhle OTBAJKHBIE K XHTPHE, GeXaik 0T BOCXOASINEro COJHIA, I0-
psYerc CoJIHIa AaJeKoro mra, XoTopoe TaK HENOXOXE Ha CEeBepHoe
conHLe, ¢n1ab0 posoBelee B GaeknoM Hefe Hafll 3aCHEKEHHBLIMH
JecaMH ¥ TopaMH. IJTO coBeplneHHo Apyroe conuume. Cefiwac, o
€ro BOCX0Ja, OKOJO BOJB HPOXJAAHO, HO IHEM Xapa BepPHeTCH.
AmaxacT nowecal HCKYCZHHYX HACEKOMHMH DYKY H CTajl XA4Th
paccaera.

M3 TeMHOTH MeIJIeHHO NOSBHJAach MX AepeBaHHas Jjonka. Oua
Ona BHTAIGHA Ha NECOK 33 NHHKIO CYXOff TPaBbl M NMYCTHX PaKy-
IIeK, O3HAYaBINHX TDaNHHIY NpHAKBa, Panom ¢ Helt MoxHo OEBLIO
yXKe Pa3fMHUHTL TeMHble CHJYITH CHOAINX — YETBEPO H3 UJIEHOB
€ro caMmaj OTIPABHIHCE C HUM B 3TO nyTeliecTeHe. OH ¢ ropeusio
OAYMaJ O TOM, UTO CKOPO MX OCTAHETCSl TOJILKO Tpoe, NOTOMY UTO
JIukeH ymupaer.

OnuH ¥3 MYXKUYHH MELJICHHO NOIHSICA Ha HOTH, TAKENO ONHpasch
Ha cBoe KoNbe. 310 Gbut cTapwit OraTHp, pyKH U HOTH €ro ojaepe-
BEHENH H GOJIeNU OT CRIPOH 3eMJH U XONOAKHX 3uM. AMaxact Toxe
BCTaJ, IepxXa Kolbe B pyke. JIRoe MYKUHH BCTPETHIAHCH H BMECTE
HanpaBHJHCh K AMAM C BOJOM.

— Henn 6yner xapxum, Kyppo,— ckazan Orarup.

— 3pech Bce aHH xapkHe, ctapux. ConHle Gyler noA)KapUBAThL
Rac Ha MeICHHOM OTHE.

Hecnemno H oCTOpOXHO MIIM OHU K TeMHO# cTene Jeca. Belcokas
TpaBa ILIeJecTela INOJA YTPeHHHM OpH30M, MepBbie NPOCHYBUIHECS
NTHOB NEPeKNHKAJUCh Ha jJepeBbAX. Kaxkoe-To XKHBOTHOE PHUIOCH
IO HH3KHMM najbMaMM B MouckaXx TpaBbl, OXOTHHKH ¢ Beyepa
yrayGuriH IME, B cefvyac OHH GBINH NOJHL MHCTOH BOMLL

— Tleit BBONIO,— cKa3an AMaxacT, MOBEPHYBLIHCH JIHIIOM K Jiecy.
3a ero cnurofi OraTHp, TAXKeNO ABIUA, ONYCTHJCS HA 3eMJIO H
CTaJ MUTh.

M3 TeMHOTH MeXAy AepeBLAMH €lle BIONHE MOIMH HOABHTHCH HOG-
HHE XKHBOTRHEIE, MT03TOMY AMAaxacT CTOAN C KONbeM HATQTOBE, BALI-
Xasl BNAXKHBIA BO3AYX, HACHIIIEHHBIH 32MaXaMH FHHIOWHX DacTeHuit
H cnalBM apoMaTOM HOYNLIX LBeTOB, HamMBHmIKCH, CTapUK IoMe-
HAACA ¢ HuM MecTaMK. [TOTpy3nB AWIO B NMPOXJA3ZHYIO BORY, AMa-
xacT 6phiaran BOHOH Ha CcBoe OGHAXEHHOE TeNo, CMbIBasf Ipsdb
H TIOT NpoIleJIIero s,

— Ceroans BeuepoM y HaC AOMXKHA OHTb MOCAEAHAA CTOAHKA,
a 3aBTPa YTPOM HYXHO BO3BPAUIAThCs, BO3BPAIIATLCS TeM e Hy-
TeM,— CKasaJ OraTHp uepe3 mJeYo, NPOACNKAA BIAAABIBATHCH
B KYyCTH H J€PeBRs.



— 9 nousn Teb6a. Ho He AYMAKW, YTO HECKOABKO jAHEH MOTJIH YTO-
HUOYb H3MEHHTh.

— Ilpuwmno BpeMsa Bo3Bpamiateesf, KaxAelfi 3aKaT A 3aBA3bBal
Ha cBoell BepeBKe Y3JH. JIHH CTAHOBSTCA KOPOUE, 3aKATHl MPHXOASAT
Bce OHICTPee, C KAXKJAWM AHEM COJHIE caaleeT U He MOMXKeT ToA-
HATBCST BHCOKO B HeBo. U BeTep HauMHaeT MeEHATLCS, JAa)ke BH
ONKHB 3aMeYaTh 3T0. Bce JeTo Berep AYJ ¢ 10ro-BOCTOKa, a Te-
nepb Her. TH NOMHHIL NUPOLLIOroAHHE HITOPM, KOTOpHIE eABa
He TIOTOMMJ JIOAKY M cBanaua gepesbs B necy? ITtopma npuxopsr
B 3TO BpeMms. MB AOJKHBH BO3BpaLlaThes. 51 3amoMHHAK BCE 3TO,
3aBsI3HIBasA Y3JH Ha CBoefl BepeBke,

— $1 3Ha0 37O, cTapHK,— AMAaxacT pacuecak [aXbllaMH MOKpHIe
NpsiAM CBOHX HeCTPHXKeRHX Boa0c. OHH XOXOAHJH 10 NJAeY, a Blax-
Bas cBeryas Gopona Jgexasna Ha rpyad. — Ho s snaip # ro, uro
Hallla JIOAKA MycTa.

— EcCTh Xe cymeHoe Msco...

— 3rtoro mano. Ham nyxHo GoJabiie, yeM OBUIO NMPOULION 3UMOM.
OxoTa 6mJa MACXOH, ¥ MOTOMY MH JOJKHLI HATH Ha IOF RaJplie,
yeM 3aXORHJH npexae. HaMm HyxHO MscO... ‘

— Eme ognn AeHs, TOTOM MH AOJXKHE BO3BpaliaThesi. Beero ogun
nIedb. Tpona B ropax TpyAHA U NYTb AJAKHHLLN,

AmaxacT Huyero He ckasan B orser. On yBaxan Orartupa 3a ero
3HaHHe BePHHIX ACPOr, YMEHHe JeJaTh OpYKHe H HAXOAUTh Maru-
geckHe pacreHus. CTapuk 3Haa PHTYaJH, HeoOXOMHMBIE IAS TOJ-
FOTOBKH K OXOTE€, H MeCHH, KOTOPHIE OTrOHAAW AYIIH yMmeplunx. On
cobpas Bce 3HaHAR CBOEH XH3HU H XU3HH TeX, KTo OB JO Hero,
TO, YTO €My DaccKas’asd, H T0, UTO OH MOMHHJ caM, UTO MOIKHO
6BIO NPOYECTh MO BOCXOAAINEMY YTPOM M CAfsIeMycsi BeuepoM
COJIHLLY, H MHOroe apyroe. Ho ¢yimecTsoBalio B MHUpE HEUTO TAKOE,
0 YeM CTapHX HHUYETO He 3HaJd H YTO DeCcmOKOHJ0 ¥ Myuuwao Ama-
XacTa cBoelt HeoGBbIACHHMOCTLIO.

OTkyAa U ToYeMy NPHIIM K HHM CTPAHHEIE, CYPOBHIE 3UMBI, KO-
TOpHE, Ka3aloCh, He HMeNH KOHNA? ¥Yxe ABaXKAH JOJXKHA Oblia
HACTYIHTb BECHa, AHH CTAHOBUJIHCH JJIHHHEE, a COJHUE ropsiee —
HO BecHa He mpuxoxuia, ['niyGokHil cHer He TasJ, a Jel Ha perax
ocraBajica TeBepAbiM. IlotoM mavancs ronon. OJeHH M THraHTCKHE
OJIEHH ABHHYJHCL Ha 10T, MOKHAASl CBOM NPHBHYHBIC AOJHHH H FOP-
Hble JIyra, oKasaBiMecsl Teneph B JeAAHHX ob6bATuax auMu. Korma
MOASAM CTala YrpoXaTb CMepPTh OT ToJofa, OH [OBeN CBOHX CaM-
Maj BeJej 3a XHBOTHBIMH, BHH3, HAa LHIHpOKWe paBHUHH. M Bce xe
oxoTa OBlIa IJIOXOHN, B CTaja TIOpeAedH 0T yXKacHofi 3HMH. Ho He
TOJBKC Y HX CaMMaZX BO3HHKJIH 3TH TPyAHOCTH. Jpyrne camman
TOXE OXOTHUJIHChL 3]leCh, IIPHUEM HEe TOJLKO T&, C KOTOPDHIMH OHU
OBLUIR CBS3aHHL COX30M, HO ¥ Te, ¢ KOTOPBLIMM Cro JMIGIH HHKOTAA
npexae He BeTpeuaiucs, Bee camMag nmpHHamNeRald K POAY TaHY
H HHKOTrAa@ 0 3TOFO He BOEBaJH Mexnay cobofi. Ho teneprp onu je-
JiaJIM 3TO, H KPOBb TAHY OKpacHJa OCTpHE KaMeHHble HaKOHRUHUKH
HX KOnHA, D10 Becnokouno AMaxacra Tak Ke CHALHO, Kag 6ecko-
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HeuyHnast 3uMa. Kombe AOJKHO CIAYXHTb AN TPHTOTOBJIEHHS ITHILH,
Tary HUKorAa He y0usanam TaHy. Utoful He cOBepaTh 3TOrO Mpe-
CTYIJICHHS CAMOMY, OH YBEJ CaMMai MpoYb C XOJMOB, ABHHYJICS
HaBCTPEYy YTPeHHEMY COJIHLY H He OCTaHaBJHBaJCsi A0 TeX TOp,
NOK2 OHH He AOCTUIVIX COJMEHNX RO/ Bennkoro mops. O 3Had,
UTO CEBEPHHE AOPOTH 3aKPHTH, 4YTO JIeX CKOBaJ OKeaH, H TOJBKO
napaMyTaHBl — JIOAH KOXAaHHX JON0K — MOTYT XHTb HAa 3ToH 3a-
MOpOXKeHHOH 3emJse. Jlopord Ha 1or GeuiH orkphiTH. Ho 3xecs,
B JIeCax W AXYHIJSAX, rle HHKOUZA He majgan ceer, ObIJIM MYpTY.
A tam, rie 6uIH OHH, GBlIA CMEPTH.

Urax, ocraBanoch TOAbKO OTKpHTOEe Mope. Ero camMmax pnaBHO
GBIIO H3BECTHC HCKYCCTBO HA€NATh AEePEBSHHBIE JNOAKH IJS JeTHeH
pe0aNKH, HO HHKOTHA NpeXAe OHH He PHCKOBAJH BHIIKBATH
B OTKPHITOE MOpe TaK JaNeko, YTofbl TepATh H3 BHAY CBOA Ja-
© repb Ha Gepery. JTHM JIETOM OHH GLUIM BHIHYXKIEHH CAeMATh 3TO.
Cymenoro ckBHAa OnUIO CAMIIKOM MaJo ANSl 3uMBbl. ECAH 0XxoTa
6ymeT Tako# xe naoxoft, KaK 3HMON, HHKTO W3 HHX He NOXKHUBET
10 BecHH. I1o3TOMY OHH OTNPABHJHCH Ha IOT H OXOTHJHCH BHOJD
fepera u Ha MOpCKUX octpoBax. Y nocrosHHo osHch, MYPry.
TlpocHyasCch APyrHEe MYXUHMHH, COJHIE MOJHAJIOCHE HAaA TOPH3OH-
TOM, H NepBHE KPHKH MKHBOTHHX ROHECHHCHh H3 T[JyOHHBL [JKYHI-
aefi. [lopa 6ul0 OTIpaBAATHCA B MODE.

AMaxacT TODXKECTBEHHO KHBHyJ, Koraa Keppur npHHEC eMy Ko-
JKAHBA MEUIOK ¢ DKOTa30M, d 3aTeM CYHYJ PYKY B LYCTYIO Maccy
pPa3faBJcHHBIX OPEXOB U CYIIEHBIX sroA. IIoTOM NMPOTAHYX APYIYIO
PYKY H B3BEPOUIHJI rycTHe CIYTaHHBIE BOJOCKH Ha TOJIOBE CBOETO
ChIHa, CBOero nepieHna. CKOpPO OH CTaHeT MYXYHHOH K BO3bMeT
cefe MYKCKOE HMS, HO IOKA OH elle MaJb4HK, X0Td pacTeT OhICT-
PO H yXe JOBOJbHO BHICOK,

Ero koxa, ofpruHo 6nepHasi, cTana 30J0THCTOH ¢ TexX NOp, Kak,
nofoBHO OXOTHHKAM, OH HOCHA TOJIBKO UIKYPY OQJieHfl, NlepeBs3aH-
HYI0 Ha nosce. Ha wee vy Hero BHceNl HA KOXKAHOM peMHe He{OoMb-
moft HOXK K3 HeGecHoro Meranna, Taxo# e, Tonbko Gojee xkpyn-
Helfi, Hocua M AMaxact. Hox 3TOT 6B He Tax OCTEpP, KAK KaMeH-
HBIH, MO BBICOKO LEHHJCA H3-3a ¢Boell pedKOCTH. DTH ABA HOXA —
Gosblof M Manblit — 6blAM BceM HeGecHbBIM METaNJIoM, KOTOPBIM
BJAajena caMMai,

Keppux yanbuyncs ortny. EMy 610 BoceMb JeT, # 910 Gha ero
nepBasi 0XOTa ¢ My>XYHHaMH, CaMoe BaXXHOe COOHITHE B €r0 KopoT-
KOK JKH3HH. ~

— Tu Ranuacs? — cnpocun AMaxacrt. Keppek kuehyd. On 3Ham,
4TO BOAH §oAblle He §yieT, MOKA He HACTYNAT CyMepKH. 310 6ulI0
OJHC M3 MPABHJ, KOTOPOMY YUHAMCH OXOTHHKH. JKHBR C XeHUIH-
HaMmH H J€TbMH, OH IWJ KOTAa OBl HY NIOYYBCTBOBAJ KAXKAY, a CCHAH
Obl1 rosiofien, To cofupan ATOAM HAH el CBeXue KOPHH, KOTOpHEe
TYyT Xe¢ BeiKanwiBal, Ho Tenepp Her. Tenepb oH mlen ¢ OXOTHH-
KaMH H JenaJ TO, 9To AeNaJH OHH, 1lesM OT BOCXOAa [0 3aKarta
6e3 enbl H nuTb. OH ropAo AepiKajJ CBOE MajeHbKOe KONMbe H CTa-



pajcsi He B3JPAarHBaTh OT HCOYra, Xorja 4To-HEGYAb Tpellano
B JUKYHIVIAX 03314 HETO.’

— CnyckadTe J0AKY,— NpHEKasan Amaxact.

MyxyHH He HYXHO OBLIO TOHYKaTh: KDHKM MYPry CT4HOBHJIHCH
Bce Hosiee TPOMKHMM H YTpoXalomuMmH. B Jiofke OBIJIO ROBOJBLHO
MaNo IPy3a: TOJNBKO MX KOUbS, NYKA U KOJUEHH CO CTPENAMH, WIKY-
pHl OJieHed H MelIKH ¢ 3KoTa3oM. OHHM CTOJKHYJIH JOAKY Ha BONY,
r Xactuna ¢ OraTHpoM xep:Kadh ee DOBHO, NOKA MAaJAbIUK CTa-
BHJ TyAa GOJBIION TOPIIOK, B KOTOPOM JeXKaJjH IopsuHe yIiIM H3
KOCTpa.

Ilozanz Hux, Ha Gepery, JlukeH nonpoGoBan BCTaTh, YTOGH NpR-
COEIMHUTHCA K HHM, HO cerofns oH 6ut ocoberro cnab. Ero Koxa
noGiegHena OT YCHAHN, B KPYMHbIE Kali¥ MOTA BHICTYTHAH HA
aby.

Amaxacr nonoues, ONycTHACS PAAOM ¢ EHM HAa KONEHH, B3SI 32
YroJl ONEHbIO INKYPY ¥ BHTED JIHHO PaHEROro.

-~ Otaoxuu HeMHOro. Mul oTHEceM Tebs B JIOAKY.

— Jlyuymwe MHe noloXKAaTh 3J€Ch Baulero Bo3BpalleHus, — lonoc
JukeHa 3ByYan XpuUmJao, OH 3afBIXajcsA H TOBOPUA € TPYILOM. —
Iro GyaeT ayduie ANS MOEH PYKH.

Ero neBasm pyka BuITasilena oveHs miaoXo. Jlsa majwua Ha He#l
OBIM OTOPBAHBI, KOTAa KPYIHBIH 3BePb M3 MNKYHIVIEA OZHAMXKALL
HOULIO 3a0pen B AX Jarepb W OHH PaHUJH €U0 CBOHMH KONBAMH,
porHaB B TeMHOTY. [lonauany pana Juxena ne gazanaace cepbes-
HOH, OXOTHHKYM KHJAH W c fojee TAKENBIMH; OHH AeNajJH AJA HEro
Bce, 4T0 MOIMH. [IpOoMBIBaZM paHy B MOPCKOil BOZe, MOKA OHA He
nepecTana KPOBOTOUMTH, 3aueM OraTup HAJOKUJI TOBA3KY M3 MXa,
coGpaHBOTO B BHICOKOTOpHHX Gonorax. Ho »storo okaszanocs Mano.
JlajoHe cHauana NOKpacHeNd, TOTOM NOUEPHENa, a JIOTOM UYepHOH
craja u Bess pyxka [ukena, Kpome Toro, oT Hero OTBPAaTHTENBHO
nmaxao. Ckopo HukeH ponxeR ObA yMepeTb, AMaxacr Nepeses
B3MJIAA C pacnyxileff pYKH Ha 3eJeHYIO CTEHY ILIKYHTIeH.

— Korna 3BepH npuayr 3a Moed Jymo#, ee He JOMKHO OHIThH
3nech, uTofbl OHH ee He CBeJH,— CKasana IIHKeH, NpoclIelHB Ha-
npaBaeHue B3rnsga Amaxacra. Ero pyka ckanmacs B kyaax. OH
CHHMAJ H PA3KHMAJ NaJblibl, OKA3HIBAS NPH 3TOM KYCOK KAMHS,
Jexxapmni Ha JagoHu, Kamens Gbii AOCTAaTOYHO oOCTEp, 9TOOH
nepepe3aTs HM BEHH,

AMaxacT MeAJIEHHO BCTaJ H CTPSAXHYJ NECOK € KOJIEH,

— $ ysuxy Tels Ha Hele,— CKasan OH, H ero GeccrpacTHHE ro-
JIOC MPO3BYYas] TakK THXO, YTO TOJBKO YMHPAIOWHMEH VCALILIad ero
¢J10Ba,

— Tu Bcerga 6win mMouM OparoM,— ckazan [luked. Korza Awma-
XacT OTOIueN, OH OTBEPHYJCH H 3aKPhi IJasa, yTo6H He BHAETD,
KaK OHH YNJHIBAIOT.

Jlogka Omuta yxe B BOJE H cJerka NOKauuBajach Ha caabolt 3ul-
6y, Korfla AmaxacT JOTHaJX ee. 310 GbHJIO XOpOLIEE, KPCIKOE CyA-
HO, BHIfONGMEHHOR H3 CTBONA GOJBMOTr0e Kenpa. MyXuyHHB yxe
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BCTAaBHJAH B YKAIUHHE BecJa, TOTOBACL OTIVIKTL. KeppHK cHaen
Ha HOCY, pasayBad Ha KAMHAX, JeMdBUIHX TaM, HeGOBILON KOCTe-
pok. Kycouru jgepepa, XOTOpble OH Gpocaj B HEro, cJerka norpe-
CKABaAH. AMaxacT TOCTAaBHA Ha Mecto pyaesce Becho. OH BHAET,
Kak MYXYAHH CMOTPESH MHMO Hero, Ha OXOTHHKa, OCTaBillerocs
Ha Oepery, Ho HHUYero He cKasaju. Bce Oulio npaBHibHO, OXOTHHK
He JAOJIZKeH NOKa3biBaTh, UTO €My O0JIbHO, HJH NPOABIATH KANOCTD.
Kaxpauli Myxuuna BoJeH BbIOHpPaTh, KOTAAa ero cpofopHas ayLia
oTNpaBETCA Ha Hebo, K HeGecHoOMy oTHy IJpMaHmajgapy, KOTOPHIH
npasuT TaM. Jlylla OXOTHHKA JOJIKHA NPHCOEAHHHTHCH K APYTHM
TaKUM Ke AYWIaM cpeld 3Be3f. KaxAHH OXOTHHK 6B cBoGOAEH
B CBOEM BHOOpE, ¥ HUKTO He MOr nomeluats emy. Ilaxe Keppux
3HaJ 3TO H ceHyac MOA4al, Kak BCe OCTa/bHbIE.

— Brnepen,— npukasan AMaxact. — K octposy.

Tuxu#, nopocuinii TPaBORH OCTPOB JMeXaJkd B OTKPHTOM Mope, 3a-
wuan Geper OT yAApPOB OKEaHCKHX BOJ. Ero 0XKHHE Oeper b
BHCOX, H Ha HeM NOABHJIHCH JepeBbi. 370 06eillano yiauHyio 0X0-
Ty. 3a HCKJIIOYEHHEM MYPTY, BCe 37eck GBIJIO XOpOHIO.

— Cwmorpure B Mope! — Kpukyyn Keppaxk.

OrpoMHBEIH KOCSIK CKBHJA Ipoulesl NoJ HHUMH. XacTuda CXBaTui
CBO€ KOflbe 3a TOJCTHIN KOHel M 3aHec ero Haj BojoR. On 6ma
BHIE AMaxacra, 4 NO3TOMY Npojejaa Bce oueHb GHCTPo. Buixaas
CeKYHZy, OH NOIPY3HJl KOllbe B BOAY, MOKa TyJAa He ylLla BCA py-
Ka, 34TeM IOJHSX ero BBepX.

OCTpHe KOTbS YAApHAQ IPABHJIbHO, B MArKOe T&JNIO 3a PaKOBHHOH,
¥ CKBHJ GHLT BHITALIEH M3 BOJAR M Opouled Ha AHO JoaxH. [Ilymanse-
na ero cnalo WEBEJHIMCh, TeMHAS XKHAKOCTh COUUNACH H3 NPOGH-
Toro Meinka, Xacruay He 3ps HazmBaar <«Koube B pyke». Ero
KOMbe He 3HaJ0 NpoMaxa.

— Xopomas ena,— ckasas XacTuJa, NOCTABHB HOTY Ha PaKOBHHY
U 0CBOGOKAAA KONbe H3 Tesna R00bIYH.

Keppux 6bi1 Bo3GyKACH: TAaK HPOCTO 3To Bhrafaeno! Oxuu GwicT-
pHil yZap-— R ROAMAE KpPyNHBIH CKBHA, KOTOPOrO XBaTHT BCEeM
Ha ueinil AeHb. OH B3fJ cBoe COGCTBEHHOE KONbe 3a TOJMCTHH KO-
Heln, kax 3T0 Aeaan XactHaa. OHO OHJIO HANMOJOBHHEY MEHbIIE
KONbA OXOTHHKAZ, HO ¢ TAKHM e OCTPHM HaKoHedHHKoM. Kocsx
cKkBuAa ewfe Onit 34eCb, U ONHH K3 HHX BCHJABII Ha IOBEPXHOCTh
NpsIMO Iepel HOCOM JIOAKH.

KeppHK CHJABLHO YAapuJ, H HAaKOHeYHHK IOCPYSHJCH B TEJNO XKH-
BoTRoro. CXBaTHB APeBKO OOeMMH DykaMH, MaJibY¥K HEeDHYJA €ro.
HepeBannas pykoaTh 3aApoXasia B ero pyke, HO OH JAepxaJa ee
KPperKo, HanpsAras Bce CHJLL,

Boxa BcneHHJAch, H BJaXKHO G/ecrsillas rooBa MOLHIIACH PAAOM
¢ doaxoi. Konmbe BApyr ocroGopusocs,  KeppHK ynan Ha CIHHY.
PsnoM ¢ HEM PacKpHIAHCH UCAKOCTH € PAAaMu 3yOOB, H H3 MacTH
CYLIECTBA Ha HEro NaxHyJo nagaabio. OcTpHE KOLTH Iapanan#
JIOJKY, BHIPHBAA KYCKH AepeBa.
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XacTHaa NPBHICHYJ HA [OMOLIE, &r0 KOMbE BOH3UAOCH MEXKAY 3THMH
YACHRIME 4eNIOCTAMH pas, Apyro.. Mapar npoHauTelbHO 3a-
KpHYaJ, H (QOHTAH KDPOBRH 3aGpuiarail MadbukKa. 3aTeM YeJIOCTH
3aKpHJIHC, © Ha MrHoseHHe KeppHK yBHIes nepen cofoit orpom-
Hblli HeMHrawlii raas. CekyHAy cOyCTs OH YIUeA IOJ BORY CPenx
KPOBAaBOK IIEHH.

— JlepXaTb K OCTPOBY,— IpHka3ad AMaxacr,—3aech MOXKeT
OBEITb MHOTO 3THX TBapeH, NJAbIBYHIHX 3a CKBHAaMU. MaJpuukKy
SosbHO?

Orarap niecHya Bojok B aHno Kepprka n o6MuLE ero.

— MaabyHK NpocTO HCHYTAJCsA,~— CKa3al OH, TS Ha HCKaXKeH-
HOE JHKO. : '

— EMy nosesno,— Mpauro 3ameTHa Amaxact.— Ho takoe Bese-
HHe OblBaeT TOAbLKO OJAHH pa3. Hukorga Gosbwe OH He yZapHT
KONbEM B TEMHOTY.

HUKOTIJJA!l Keppuk enpa He BHKPHKHYJA 3TC CJOBO, IASAA Ha
fopT JIOAKH, TAE KOLTH TBapH OCTABHJAHU rybokHe uapanuubl, OH
CARINAJA O MYPry, BHJE] HX KOTTH B OXKEpEeJpfX, AaKe Kacauacs
MaJeHbKHX MHOTOUBETHBIX MENIOUKOB, CAEJAHHBIX M3 IWIKYpPH OX-
Horo W3 HHX. Ho paccKka3spl HHKOTAA BCepbe3 He [YraJid ero: BbI-
coTOR A0 Heba, 3y0M KaK KONbs, IM1asa KaK KaMHH, KOI'TH Kak
HoxH. OpHako ceiiuac oH ucnyradcs. [louyBcTBoBaB Ha rJasax
csae3bl, OH OTBEPHyJca K Oepery, Kycas rybbl OTTOrO, YTO OHH Tak
MeANeHHO MPHOJMKAIOTCA K 3eMie. JIojka BAPYT NOKasajacheMy
XPYNKOH CKOpJAYNKOR cpeayd MOpsA UYAOBHI, ¥ €My OTHASHHO 3a-
XOTeNOCh OKA3aThCl Ha TBepAoH 3eMae. OH elBa He KPHKHYJ 00
5TOM BCJYX, KOTAZA HOC JOAKH TKHyacs B necok. IToka ocTaibHble
BHTACKHBAJM MOAKY Ha §eper, OH CMHJA C JUHUA OCTATKH KPOBH
Mmapara.

AMaxacT H3AaJd THXHA WHNAMWAR 3BYK — CHCHAJ OXOTHHKOB -—— H
Bce 3amepsin, 0e3aMOABEBEe H HemoJBH)KHble, OH Jiexxan B TpaBe
n cmoTpesnn moBepx Hee. IloToM caenan OXOTHHKaM 3HAK MPHOGAH-
3uTbcA. KeppHK, Kak ApyrHe, OCTCPOXHO Pa3fiBHrall JHCThSl Nafdb-
I2MH, 4TOOB CMOTPET: MEXAY HAMH.

Brepean 6wuin onenn. Crago HeGOABIIHX XHBOTHHIX NacloCk Ha
paccTOsIHHH BHIcTpena H3 ayka. PacroacreBuine Ha 6oratom Tpa-
BOH OCTpOBE, OHM ABHrajlHCh Me[JIeHHO, AJHHHHE YUIM HX Aepra-
JHCb, OTTOHAS HACEKOMBIX, XKYXKKaBIHX BOKpYyr. Keppuk npuHiwo-
XaJcA H ycabllad cJAAfKOBaTHH 3amax foTa, WeAWHH OT HX
IIKYP.

— MHnem tuxo BRoJb Gepeia,— ckazaa Amaxacrt.-- Berep xyer
B HaWly CTOPOHY, H OHH Hac He yuywT. Mu noakpagemca Hesa-
METHO,

CxpuBasich 3a GeperoM, OHH NOATOTOBHJH JIYKH, 3aTéM BHICTPEJH-
JH BCE Pa30OM.

[punen 6ma ToweR: ABOE KHBOTHHIX ymaJH, a TpeTbe OLLIO pa-
gHeno. Ilarasich, o/eHb CAeNAaN HECKOJbKO 1WIAroB. AMaxacT BHI-
CKOUHJI H3 YKPHTHS, nofgfexasJ K HEMy H, CXBaTHB 3a pOra, Kpy-
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raHy/i. JKuBoTHoe 3axpuneno, saTéM ynaino Habok. Amaxact or-
TSHYJ €My FOJIOBY Hasaj u nofosnan Keppuka.

— BossMH Kombe, 370 6yleT TBOs lepBas xepTBa. Koanw B ropso
C 3T0# CTOPOHEI, a TIOTOM IIOBEPHH.

Keppuk caenas, Kak eMy OHRJIO' NPHKa3aHO, H OJNEHL 3axXpHMNeJl
B 4roHMH, a €ro KpacHad KpoBp OpPHI3HYJIA Ha PYKH Majabuuka, On
BOH3HJ KOIbe B pafy eme ray0xe, H 3IKHBOTHOE, AEPHYBLIHCD,
YMEPJio.

-— Xopomu#i ymap,— noxBaaua Amaxact, H y KeppHKa nmogBHAach
" Hajgexna, uTo emy 6oJiblie He HAOMHAT O Mapare B JIOLKe.
OXOTHBKH, YAOB/JETBOpPeHHHIE, BHINOTPOIIHAM no6bdy. AMaxact
yKa3aJ Ha KT, Ha BHICOKYIO YacTb OCTPOBa,

— OTHecH HX K JiepeBbAM, Ha KOTOPHX MOJKHO IIOJBECHTb
TYLUH.

— Mul 6yzeM OXOTUThCA ellle? — cnpocus Xacrtusia.

AMaxacT noKagaJn FoJOBOH.

-— Her, ecnin MH Bo3BpamiaeMcs 3aBTpa. Beck ReHb H HOYb MBI
6yneM pasfenblBaTh H KONTHTh MSICO, KOTOPOE Yy Bac eCTb.

— W ects ero,— ckasana Oratup, rpPOMKO NPHEMOKHBAA,— €CTb 10
otBana. Yem foJsblie MH NONOKHM B HALUM KeJAYAKH, TeM MeHb-
ile NpUAETCA HeCTH Ha CITHHE,

XoTsi BOA AepeBbsIMH OHJIO NPOXJAajAHO, He AaBaJH IIOKOS TYYH
HaceKoMbX. OXOTHHKH, CTapasch COACTHCh OT HHX, NPOCHAH AMa-
XacTa yCTPOHTE KONTHBHIO Y 3aJHBa.

— CHHMHTE WKYypH ¢ Z0OBIYH,— NpHKa3a/d OH, 3aTeM NHYJ HOrod
yHaBUIHE CTBOJ.

~- CaumuxoM cppofi, yToOnl roperb. QraTHp, NPHHECH OrOHb M3
JIOAKY H NOJAEPIKHBAH ero Cyxo# TpaBoH, MOKa ME He BEpHeMCH.
51 BO3bMY MAJbUHKA, H Mbl IOCMOTPHM Ha Oepery NMaaBHHK.

OH OCTaBHJ CBOR JIYK CO CTPeJlaMH, HO B3#AJl KONke K OTIpPaBH/CA
K OKeaHy, KeppHK TODOINIHBO C/IeZI0BaN 33 HHM.

Beper On% nouyTH IIHPOKHM, a MEJKMH NecOK, NMOKPhIBABMIMH €ro,
NMOUTH TAKHM e OeJIBIM, KakK cHer. BoaHbl ¢ rpoxotoM pa3bKBa-
JaMch o Geper, ocraBifAa NysHpsitylocs neny. IpuOo#d BubpacwBan
pas3buthe Ty0KH, MHOFOUMC/AEHHHE Da3HOLBETHHIE PAKOBHHH, (PHO-
JETOBHX YJIHTOK, OONBLIEE 3e/eHHEe BOAOPOCAH C MaNeHbKHMH Kpa-
6amn. Heckosnbko KYCKOB NJaBHHKA He CTOHJHM TOro, YToOH O HHX
GeCnOKOHTLCS, N03TOMY AMaxacT ¢ MaJbYMKOM HalnpaBHAHCh K Ka-
MEHHCTOMY MHCY, BhijalomeMycs B Mope. [IoAHABMHCH MO 1OJO-
rOMY CKJOHY, OHH YBHAENM MeXZAy JePeBbeB Mope, a Bjajdeke Ha
MEeCKe YTO-TO TEMHOe: MoXeT OnlTb, TIOJAE€HH, TpEIOIIHecs Ha
COJIHLE,

H B 5T0T MOMEHT OHH 3aMETHJIH, UTO KTO-TO CTOMT HOA COCEZHHM
AepEBOM, TOXKe IAAAs Ha 3aauB. Moer, Apyrofi oxoTHuk? Ama-
XacT OTKp®I OBIJIO POT, HO TYT HE3HAKOMEl WIATHYJ BIEpen, NOA
JAYYH CONHIA.

CaoBa 3aMepau B ropiie OXOTHHKA, BCE MBI HANPSAFAUCh.
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310 OB He OXOTHHK, H Jaxe He ueaoBek. UeJoBeKooOpasHEIR, HO
OTBPATHTEJARHO OTJAHYHBIA OT HEro BO BceX -OTHOWIEHHsX. CyliecT-
Bo, Ge3BoJOCGE, C QKpAlUEHHBIM rpeGHeM, KOTOPHI HauMHAJCS OT
MaKyWKH ero POJIOBBl M CIYCKaJcsl BHH3 IO CIOHHE, BHRINISAEIC
OUYeHb SAPKHM B COJNHEUHOM CBeTe, C YemyHYaToft ¥ PasHOLBETHOH
KOXKeH.

D10 Omi Mapar. MeHpludi, 4eM THTAHTH B JKYHTJASAX, H TeM He
Mmenee mapar, I1ofo6HO cBoOMM co6paThbfiM, OH CTOSIA HENOABHIKHO,
Kak OyATO BhlCeYeHHBIH M3 KaMHf, JaTeM cepHell HeGOJbUIHX pe3-
KHX JBHXKEHH} NOBEPHYJ rOJOBY B HX CTOPOHY, H OHH YBHAENH €ro
ryynbte G6eccTpacTHHE Fo1a3a M MacCHBHBIE YeJIIOCTH. JIIOAH cTosNH
He [ABUrasch, KPeMKo CXKHMAasi CBOU KOUbS, H CYIECTRO omepuy-
JIOCh, BHAMMO He 3aMeTHB HX CpelH AepeBbes,

Amaxaer Nojoxaak, MOKa B3NISZ Mapara He o6pa'rmcn ONATH
K OKeaRry, nepex KOTOPhIM OH CTOSJ, a 3aTeM 0e33BYYHO CKOJB3HYI
Bnepej, loaHHMasa Konbe. OH yCnes JOCTUYbL Kpasi POLM, Npexkie
YeM KHBOTHO€ CMOIJIO YCJHIIATh H 3aMeTHTb €ro, OKO Pe3Ko [Mo-
BEDHYJOCh H YCTABHJIOCH €MY NIPSAMO B JIKLQ.

OXOTHHK BOH3HJ KaMeHHBIH HaKOHEUHHK Konbs ‘B 6e3pekuil raas
¥, HaBaJHBIUYCH, BOTHAJ ero Aazibuie B Mo3r. CyLiecTBO B3APOTHY-
JIO, CYROPOXKHO LEPHYJOCh BCeM TeJoM K TaAXeao ynano. OHo,
CYAsi MO BceMy, MOrH60 paHblie, YeM KOCHYJOCh 3eMJAH. AMaxact
BEIIEPHY/ KONbE M OKMHYJA B3MVIALOM CKJIOH M Geper Bpanu. Ipy-
THEX cymecTs noGAu30cTH He GBIIO.

KeppHK mogowesn ¥ oty ¥ cral pajgoM. Mojya OHH CMOTpPesH Ha
Jexallyli y X KOT TpyIL.

910 6blMa NPUMKTHBHas Ge3BKycHas napomm Ha yeJloBeKa. Kpac-
Has#i KpPOBb elli¢ COYMIACh M3 DA3BOPOUEHHOrQ rN1as3a, JPYroH xe
IycTO TapalUM/CHd Ha HHX: €rc 3payox NpeBpaTH/CA B Y3KyK Bep-
THKaJbHYK mnoaockKy. Hoca y cymecrsa He 6o, a Tam, rAe OH
JoJxKeH OB HaXORMTLCH, BHAHENOCH YTO-TO BpOAe KJaalaHa. Mac-
CHBHEIC YeJIOCTH OTKPHIIACH B aroHuM BHe3anHoH cMepTH, oOHa-
XKHUB GeJibie pAAN OCTPEIX 3yGOB.

— U710 370? — 3aAMXaACh, CIpocHa Keppuk.

~ He 3nai0. Mapar oaun u3 BuJOB Mypry. Kakol-TO oH MajieHb-
KHH, sl HHKOT/la NPeKRE He BHALH TAKOro.

— O#H ¢rof1 B XOAHJ COBCEM KakK HEJOBEK. JTO MYPry, OTEM, ero
PYKH HOXOXY Ha HAILH,

— Her, ne noxoxu. Cocuntafi: oaHH, ABa, TPH, YeTbipe — K G0Ab-
1o nadeu. A y Hero ABa — ¥ B3 OGOJABIUHX NMAJBUA.

AMaxacT B3IJISHYJA H2 CYIECTBO H yCMeXmyacs. ¥ ’I‘BapH On1an
KOPOTKHe KpHBBleé HOfM C 3A0CTPEHHBIMH KOITSIMH Ha Iajbllax.
Csaau TOpYan KOPOTKHM M TOJACTHIE XBOCT, CYLUECTBO JeXalo CKOP-
YHBLIACH, OAHA pyKa OblJla npHAaBieHa TeJoM. AMaxacT IHHKOM
nepesepHya ero. CTpanHOe AeJI0, B PyKe, CKPHITOH [0 $TOrQ TEJAOM,
OB 32XKAT AJMEHHBI CYUKOBATHEI KYCOK epera.

— Oreu — Ha Gepery! — KpHKHYN BApYyr Keppuk.
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OHnu cnpsAraAncs Noj AepeBbSIMH K BHHMATEAbHO CASAHAM, KAK H3
MOpS IPSAMO nepei HUMH BHIXOAAT ellle HECKOJIbKO CYILECTB,

D10 Guas Tpoe Mypry. JBoe H3 HHX MOXOAHAH Ha y6uToro, a Tpe-
THE OB KpynHee, zkKHpHee M JABHrajgcs MeljeHHo., OH Jer Ha
MeNKOBOAbE B BOKY, NEPEBAJIMACH Ha CHHHY, Fiasa ero 3akpH-
ANCh, U KOHEUHOCTH 3amepJiH. JlBoe APYyrHX BHIBOJIOKJH €ro H3 BOJH
H moTaluad no necky. KpynHoe XuBorHoe uTo-TOo $OpMOTajo
CBOHM ABIXaTeJbHbIM KJaMaHoM, 3aTeM MeMJEHHO H JEHHBO I0Ye-
calo KOrTHCTOH Horo# xHBOT. OAKH #H3 MaNeHbKHX Mypry XJOI-
HyJ JanaMH B BO3AyXe Haj HHM H H31aJ DPe3KHil WeNKaloilHH
3BYK.

Ot rHeBa y AMaxacra nepexsaTHao AuxaHue, HerasucTh ocnenuna
ero, U MOYTH He CO03HaBag, UTO Aeiaer, OH GPOCHICSA BHHU3 IO CKJO-
HY, Pa3MaxHBas KOIbeM.

. OxaszaButach psioM ¢ MYpPry, oH yAapHi GJAMKHEro H3 HHX, OfHA-
KO TOT yCmej 1IOBepHYTbCH, H KaMeHHBH HAaKOHCUHHK paccek emy
TOJBKO OOK, CKOJAb3HYB N0 pefpam. CylllecTBO IHHPOKO PaCKPBLIO
pOT, TPOMKO 3alUBNENIO0 W NONBITANOCH yGexaTb, HO CleLYIOUH
yaap AMaxacta Gsia TOYeH.

3aTeM OXOTHHK OCBOGOAHJ KOMbE X MOBEPHYACH K APyroMy Mapa-
ry, Muapiuemycsi K Bofie. OAHaKO npexje ueM OH ychesa YTo-NHGo
CAENaTh, B BO3LYXE [POCBHCTENO MalleHbKOe KONbe H BOH3HJIOChH
ferneny B CHUHY.

— Xopowr# yzap,— 0A00pua AmaxacT, BHPBaB KOIib€ H3 MEpT-
BOTrO TeJla ¥ BO3Bpallas ero Keppuky.

Tonbko GonpuloW Mapar octajcs Ha Mecre, [aasa ero Onian sa-
KPHITH H, Ka32J0Ch, OH He ofpallaeT BHHMAaHHS Ha APOHCXOAsUlee
BOKpPYr. Korza kKombe AMaxacTa BOH3WJOChL eMy B 0OK, Mapar 3a-
CTOHAJ II0YTH KaK denoBeK. OH Obll oueHb TOJACTHH, M AMaxacr
fnn €rc CHOBA W CHOBA, NIOKA TOT He yMep. AMaxacTt onepcs Ha
CBOE KONbe H, TAXKeNO ABILA, NMOCMOTpPea Ha yOHTOe CYLIeCTBo.
I'nes ero eie He mpoured.

— Tsapu, Bpoge 3ToH, A0J¥HB OHTh YHHYTOXeHH. Mypry He mo-
XO0XHM Ha Hac, AOCTATOYHO B3INIAHYTh HA HX KOXKY M 4eiyio, ¥ HHX
HeT Mexa, OHH GoATCH XOJCAa, HX Hesb3st ecTb. Mul go/mxHBt Yy6H-
BaTh BCEX MYPry, OKa3aBIUMXCSl Ha HameM [yTH.— OH TOBOpHJ
4To-TO ewe, KeppHK TONBKO KHBaJ OJOBOH, corjalascek. — Ilok-
JeM 3a OCTaJbHBIMH. DTHX TBape#l MoxKeT GHTb GoJjbille, UeM Mbl
Aymaem, HYXHO yOHTE BCex.

B 5Ty MHHYTY ero rjasa yJOBHJAH Kakoe-TO JBHXKeHHe, H OH Io-
TAHYJCS 32 KOMbeM, AyMas, YTO CYINECTBO ellle JKHBO — JABHTajCcs
€ro XBOCT....

Tounee, xBocT GHUT HENOABMKEH, HO YTO-TO INEBEJAHNOCH IIOJ KO-
el B HHXKHel YacTH TeJa XHBOTHOTO, TaM 0Ka3aJoch YTO-TO BPO-
A&e KapMmaHa, o0pa30BaHHOIO CKJAAAKOH KOXH Yy TOJICTOTO XBOCT4.
Ocrpuem kombss AMaxacT OTKHHYJA KOXY H C TPYIOM CAepxal
TOIIHOTY, YBUACB OJICIHBIX CYIIECTB, KOTOpHIE YIIaJH HA NIECOK.
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710 OHIM CMOPIUEHHBIE, CJCNble, MAJEHBKHE KONHR B3POCABIX KU-
BOTHEHIX. BEPOHTHO, UX DeTH, Puqa QT THeBa, OXOTHHK CTaJd ToIl-
TaTb HX HOTAMH. .
—_ YHH'-ITO}KHTI:, BCeXx y!iH'{TO}KHTb! —_ ﬁopMO'I‘aJI OH CHOBa H CHOBaA.

Keppuk noGexaa BLOAL LepeBbeB, UTOOL He BUAEThH 3TOrO,

2

DHTHCEHAT pacceKasd BOJHE PHTMHYHRIMH ABHXCHHAMU CBOMX BeC-
J006pa3HEbX NJNABHUKOB. BHCYHYB H3 BOAW TOJIOBY H TNOAHSB €e
NOBHILE, OH 1I0BEPHYJCA H TIOCMOTPE] OO0 CTopoHam. B Boje noa
HHM BHJIHENOCH TEMHOE ISITHO.

310 OHA KOCAK CKBHA2, H BTOPOH 3JHTHCEHAT 8036y}menﬂo aa-
wenkan, KX orpoMHHe XBOCTH 3apaboTali, H OHH HNOMYaJHCh
CKBO3b BOAY, LIMPOKO PACKDPHB IACTH IPIMO B LEHTD CTaH,
BufpocHs cTpyH BOAH, CKBHAH OpOCHJHCH HayTeK BO BCEX Ha-
npapiennax. MHOrHE DHTaNHCh YCKOALIHYTH TOA INPUKPHITHEM
o61aka KPacKH, KOTOPYK BhpabaTHBaad, HO ‘Gosbluias 4acTb H3
HUX OBJIa CXBayeHa MOLIBHIMH YeJdIOCTSIMH H RPOrJoueHd, DTO Npo-
AONXKAJA0CH O Tex NOP, Moka Mope He omycrteao, Hacwerusmiucs,
SHTHCEHATH MeJJ/AeHHO NMOonAbIH ofparTHo.

Bckope OHM yBHAeAM BHNEPEAH THIAHTCKOE XHBOTHOE: Boja Iepe-
KaThiBaJach uepe3 CNHHY H INIEeHHJAach BOKDPYT AJAHHHOTO CNHHHOTO
I1aBHUKA YypyKeTo. IIpHONH3HBINHCH K HEMY, SHTHCEHATEl HEIDHY-
JA¥ M TONNBJAH PRACM € ero 3aKpHTHM H JJHHHBIM GPOHHPOBAH-
HHEIM KJII0BOM. YPYKETO 8aMeTHJI HX, OAMH erc 171as ¢ YepHhM 3pay-
KOM, OKDYXEHHHH XOCTAHEIM 0GOAKOM, cieaun 3a Humu. Ilocre-
NeHRO HX o6pa3 NPOHHK B MO3T CyUIeCcTBA, H KB Hadajl OTKDHI-
BaThCS, NIOKA He PACKPHUICA BO BCIO ILHUPb.

OnuH 32 APYrHM OHH WOAIABAHX K IHPOKO OTKPHTOMY PTY H CY-
HyJIH CBOM TOJIOBH B IOXQXYIO Ha NELIEpY MacTb. OcraBasch B 3TOM
TNOJA0XKEHHH, OHH OTPHICHYJH HEZaBHO NOMMAaHHOIC cKBujAa. Toab-
KO KOTAa HX JKeJNYIKH OIyCTeNH, OHH OTCTY{IMJH Ha3aj, NOBep-
HyBLIHCH GOKOM, H 3apafoTanH NJaBHUKAMH. 3a UX CIHHAMH de-
JIOCTH COMKHYJIMCh TdK e MEJJICHHO, KK OTKPHBANHCh, H Mac-
CUBHAs TyLIa YPYKeTo ABHHYJACh 32 HHMH CASAOM.

Xotst OoJsbllasi YacTb OIPOMHEOIG TeJa KHBOTHOrO Oblla CKpHITA,
CNIHHHEOH NJAaBHHK yPYKeTo BHICOKO NOJAHHMajcsa Haj BoAod. Ero
MAOCKas BepIMHA OHJa CYXOf W MCIAYKaHHOH GeNEIMH 3KCKpe-
MEHTAMH TaM, rfie CaAUIHCh MOPCKME IITHIH, K MOKPHTOH MIpa-
MaMH TaM, TXe OHH PBAaJH KOXKY CBOHMH XeCTKHMHM KJIOBaMH,
OnHa ¥3 3THX NTHL, naps Ha GoJblIMX OenblX KPHJbAX U BHITH-
ruBasi IayubH HOXKH, ONYCKaJaach Ha BEepUIHHY IJaBuuKa. BApyr
OHA NPOH3NTENbHO 3aKPHIAJa H 3aMaxa/ja KPHAbAMH, HCyraHHAs
DJHHHBIM Pa3pe3oM, KOTOPHH, NMOSBUBIIKCL HA BEPLIMHE NJIABHHKA,
GucTpO pacuiHpHAcs M ofpasoBaj GOABUIYIO LIeib B KHBOH [J10-
. OTTyda BHPBAJACA 3aTXNHIH BO3AYX.
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lear packpuBasach Bce LIHpe H 1IMpe, HoKa n3 ofpasoBabile-
rocsi OTBEPCTHA He MOABHAACH OfAHA M3 uiaad, OHa wucnoansaa
JO/MKHOCTh BTOPOro oOdHLepa H KOMaHAOBaAa Baxto#. Bubpae-
HIMCh HA IMHPOKHH KOCTAHOH BHICTYI, PAcHOJQXKeHHHH PSIAOM C Bep-
LIMHON NNaBHHKA, OHa IAyOOKO BAOXHY/NA CBEXHH MOPCKOH BO3AYX
H OCTOPOXHO orisiienachk. IloToM, AOBOAbHAsA, YTO BCE HOpMasb-
HO, CTala CIycKaTbCd MHMO PYJAEBOrO, KOTOPHH CMOTpes BHEped
CKBO3b AUCK nepen HuM. Odmuep B3MIsAHyJa MOBEpPX €ro mnJjeya Ha
CTpeJKy KoMIlaca, OTKJOHHBIUYIOCA OF YKasarenss Kypca. [lain-
UAMH J€BOH pyKd PyJeBOM CXBATHJ y3eJd HEPBHHIX OKOHY&HHH H
CHJIBHO C2kaa. [IpoXp mpolria mo BCeMY Tely XUBOTHOTO-KOPaG-
asi. Oguuep KHBHYJA H NPOAONKHAA CHOYCK B GOJABINYK) BHYTPEH-
HIOI IOJIOCTh; 3PayKH ee rJa3 PACIIHPHAHCH B NOJAYTbME MOMe-
IWIeHHS. :
Qayopecukpyooliue NATHE GHIIH eQWHCTBEHHHIM OCBEILEHHEM 3TO-
rO IIOMELUEHHd, TAHYBIUErocs BAOJL BCEro MO3BCHOUHMKA YPYKETO.
C3azy, B IOYTH f[OJHON TEMHOTE, JEXank TACHHHKH, NHKCJOTKH
KOTOPHIX OBIH CBsi3aHbl. SUIMKH ¢ 3amacaMu M KOHTEHHEDH C BO-
ZOH OTAEeNsJI¥ HX OT KOMAHAL H TlaCCaXKHPOB, HAXOAUBIIHXCS BIIe-
penn, Oduuep HampaBHAack K KOMaHAHpY, YTOOW oTHarth €if pa-
nopr. Jpednauc, BHCAYMWAB cOoBIIEHHe, BITAAHYNa HA CBETAILYIO-
¢l KapTy, KOTOpas Jexand nepel Hell, H KMBHYJNd, COMamasichb.
HoBoanHas, oHa cBepHyAa Kapty, yOpaJa ee B HHIY H NOLHAJACH
Ha mVIaBHHK cama., H3-3a nmoBpesxneHHOH B HETCTBE CNHHBl OHA
NPHBOJAAKMBAJA HOTH NIPH XOALGE, H TOJbKO BbIRAIOUHECH CHOCO6-
HOCTH NO3BOAMJAH eH, HeCMOTDs Ha (pU3HUYECKH} HEeJOCTaTOK, 3a-
HATL TaKoii BRICOKMH noct. I[ofBHBIUMCL HAa BeplIMHE NAABHHKA,
OHa ToXe I1y0oKo BAOXHYJAa CBeXHUH BO3AYX # INOCMOTpeNa BO-
KPYyT.

Ilosaan pacrBopsjcsd B AnmKe Geper MaHuune, Bnepein Ha ropu-
30HTE BHAHeJAach NYCTHIHHAA 3eMJAA, a K CeBepy TAHyJAachb LeENoYKa
HH3KHX OCTPOBOB. YIOBJETBOPEHHAS, OHA HAKIOHHJIACh H MPOH3-
Hecla HecKOAbKo cioB, OTHaBag NpHKassl, OHa MHOIAa OhiBaJa
peskoH, nodTH rpy6ol, HO cefinac H3bGpara dopMy obpallieHRA cTap-
wek no 3BaHHW. OHAa KOMAaHAYeT 3THM KopaG/ieM H JOJKHA COOT-
BETCTBOBATH CBOEMY NOJOMKEHHKIO.

— Bawm Gyaer npusaTHO B3rASIHYTE Ha 3T0, BaiuTy.

CxazaB 3TO, OTOULIA Ha3aZ, OCBOGOAHB MecTo B Nepeduefl 4acTH
nnaBHUKa, BafiHTH Bh6panack H3 YKpeNJeHHOH BHYTPEHHOCTH
JI4ABHHKA ¥ BHILIA Ha ero KpaH, cienys 3a ABYMs CBOMMH CIYTHH-
naMH. HaBepxy OHM NOYTHTEJNbHO OTOILIH B CTOPOHY, NMPONYCTHB
ee BnepeA, BalinTn B3snach 3a kpal, ry0oKo BAHXas CBEXHH XO-
JOJIHHIK BO3/yX. JpedHanc cMoTpeJa Ha Hee C BOCXHIIEHHEM:OH&
Onljla AeAcTBHTEABHO IpekpacHa, Jlaxke ec/im OHA He 3Haja, KaKHC
00513aHHOCTH BO3JI0IKAT Ha Hee B HOBOM IOPOJAE, €€ IIOJOXKERHE
SICHO YMTaJNOCh B KaXKAOM ABHXKeHHH ee Tena. He aameuas Bmu-
MaTeJbHOrO B3rAsna, Ba#nTH cTomAa ropAo, BHICOKO NOAHAB IO-
JIOBY, ee UEJICCTH BHICTYNANH Biepel, a 3PauykH NOJA OCJENHTeNb-
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HBIMM JIy4aMH COJIHI2 NPEBPATHANCh B Y3KHE BePTHKAJbHBIE ITO-
NocH. PyKH Kpenko AepiKanuch 3a OOpPT, LUHPOKO PAacCTaBJIEHHBIE
HOTH YJepXKHBaJH paBHopecHe, MeinntenbHas nyancanus mpobe-
raja no ee KpacHBoMy rpefHio. OHa 0BJIa pPOXACHA, YTOGH NOBE-
JIeBaTh, 3TO He BEI3BIBAJAO COMHEHMH.

— YYro Tam Bnepegu? — BAPYr crpocHaa BafuTa.

— Llens ocTpoBoB, BHcouaHmafa. Ouu HasupBaloTcss AJsaracakce-
XeHT — HENPePhIBHbIA paf 30J0THX NMajaluux Kamued, Mx nécku
M BOJZa Tembl KPyrablk rof. OCTpoBa BEITAIHBAIOTCH B JHHHIO, KO-
TOpag AOXOAHT A0 MaTepHka. 3aech Ra Oepery pacreT HOBHH TO-
poa.

— IlpexpacHuil ropos,— ckasafsa BafHTH Tak THXO, 4TO OCTaJb-
HEle HHYero He ycawlliajyiu.— Moxer, sro Mos cyap6a? — OHa no-
BepHyJach K KOMaBAupy. — Korna mur 6yaeM tam?

— Cerogrs nocse MoJayaHs, Bhcouahimad. Enue 10 TeMHOTH. 34ech
€cTb TeMJoe TeyeHHe, KOTOpoe OHICTPO AoHeceT Hac Ac Oepera.
CkBHAa B H300HAHH, NIOTOMY 3SHTHCEHATH M YPYKETO KOPMSTCH
xopouro, IlpaBaa, 3To ogna H3 mpobieM, CTOABUIHX Tepel KOMaH-
IHPOM B ZAJbHHX NyTellecTBHsX! ME NOJKHH OBIH BHHMATEIbHO
cleJHTb 3a HHMH, €CJIH OHM ABHXYTCS MEANEHHO, H Hale npubu-
THE...

— 3aMoJauH. 51 X0Uy ocTaThCsd OAHA CO CBOUMY 3¢heHsene,

— Cuywaioch, — JpedHaHC MIHOBEHHO HCYE3Ja,

BafiHTH noBepHyJach K MOJYAJHBHM CTpPaiKaM, BHHMAaTEJIbHO CJle-
JAIIHAM 32 KAXKABIM ee JIBHXKEHHEM,

— MHrtak, Mo 3aeck. B Koxue KoHuoB 60ppfa A0TAHYJACh KO 3TOrO
HoBoro MHupa, A0 [ennamu. Cefiuac ora pa3sepHercsl BOKPYT CTPOH-
T€AbCTBA HOBOFO FOPOAA.

— Mu noMoxeM TeGe HOGUTLCA CBOEro,— cKaszada Itpur, Kpen-
Kasl, KaK KaMelb, oHa OnlJja rotoBa Ha Bce.— KomaHayHd Hamu HO
caMo#i Hame#t cMepTH.— B ycTax Apyroro 3To MOIMO MOKa3aThCA
JIBCTHBHIM, HO TOJMBKO He y DTpHur. OHa 6BljIa HCKpeHHeH B KaXAOM
CBOEM ITOCTYIIKE.

— 3toro He Tpebyercs,— ckasana BafiitH,—HO 8 mnpowy Te6$1
6hlTH Ha MOeit CTOPOHE H IOMOraTh BO BCEM.

— 310 peno MOeH YecTH. ,
3arem BafinTu noseprysnace K Mxemena, xoropas Xjajna ee fpH-
Ka3aHui.

— Tebe camoe oTBercTBeHHOe nopyuenue. Hamre 6ynyuiee B TBOUX
pykax. Te BosbMellb Ha ce6d.KaHaa U caMIOB.

VikeMeHA 3HZKOM BHIpa3uaa CBOK PENIMMOCTb BHIIOJHUTL BCe, H
9T0 BHI3Baso y Baili#TH Temsoe uyBcTBO K cmyrHHKAM. OpHako
BCKOpE e HacTPOeHHe H3MeHUJIOCh.

— Crnaca6o BaM ofieuM, a Telepb O0OCTaBbTeé MEHR,— Cckaszana
OHa, — §1 Xo4y NoroBOpHTL ¢ DHIH HaeAHKe.

Baifinth nepxanach 3a HIOTHOE M TBepfOe TENO YPYKETO, KOTO-
PHI TO NOrpy>Xajcs B BOAY, TO BHOBb NOABANJCS HaJ BOJNHAMH.
3eneHas BOAa NepeKaTHBaANach Uepe3 €ro CHHHY ¥ pasfuBa’xach
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0 uepHyl0 GaumrHio fiaBHuka, Conedbte GPHArH HHOrAa NONajaau
B auno Baiiath. OHa npmEKpsa Ha MHUHYTY raasa. He sameuas
XONOAHEX GpEI3r, YHECJAaCh B CBOMX MBHICHAX J4alleKO OTF 3TOr0
OTPOMHOr0 XKHBOTHOIO, KOTOPOE HecsJo HX yepes mope Huerfana,
Brnepean aexan Anpnecak, 3040ToH 6eper ee 6Gyayllero — wiu
YepHBIH KaMeHb, KOTOPHH pasfaBuT ee. Uau To, uam mpyroe, Tpe-
TBEro He JLaHo.

Tloku#yB OKeaH CBOero NETCTBAa, OHA NMOAHAAACH BBICOKO, OCTABHB
no3aAud MHOTHX M3 cBoedl apenbypy. IBHrasch K BeplIHHe, ropasio
TpyAHee NPUOGPECTH COMSHHKOB, UEM HaXMTh MHOXKECTBO BPATOB.
Ho ona no6unace 370r0, MOMHS Bcex H3 cBoefl sdheHbypy, Zaxke
TeX, KT0 OBI1 H2 HH3WMEX AOJDKHOCTAX, H Hapemas WX NPH Kax-
1oM yaoGHoM cayvae. CTOMb Ke BaXXHHM OBIIO €e YMEHHe BHI3hI-
BATbh yBaXKeHHe H Ja¥e BOCXHIIEHHe, 0COGEHHO CpenH MOJORERH.
Onp 6bIMH ee IVIa3aMH ¥ yHlaMu B Tropoje, ee TaliHo# cunofi. Des
HX TOMOMIN OHa HHMKOTZA HE pellnsaack Gbl HAa 5TO NyTeIIeCTBHE.
Ha 5TOT orpoMuui puck. Ee xpaano Gnectamee 6ynyuiee HAH MOJ-
BHH npoBan, OpHeRTHPOBKA Ha AJblecax, 3TOT HOBH# Topoj, GH-
Jla BaXKHHIM IAroM, KOTOPHH 3aCTAaBHJI ee 0TKa3aThCA OT MHOTHX
Apyrux. Onsako, ecnm OYAYT 3a[epXKKH C €ro YCTPOHCTBOM, OHa
ynafeT HH3KO, TaK HH3KO, KaK HHKOLRa €lle He majata, 3To yXKe
Oun0 ¢ Jluctu, Hajenapure rak MHoro ommbGok, uro pafoTa pesko
3aMeanauiachk., BafiHTH CMeHHJN2 ee W B3sJachb 34 BCEe HepeUIeHHBIE
npo6aemel. Ecin OHa He ONpaBRaeT HANEXK[N, €€ TOME 3IaMeHAT,
310 GBAO OMACHO, HO PHCK CTOMA TOro. ECAN OHA HCIOMXHHT 3a4y-
MAaHHOe, 3Be3ja ee NOAHHMETCS BEICOKO, H HHKTO He CMOXeT JO-
THHYTLCH 10 Hee,

Baftnte nmouyBcTBOBana, UTO KTO-TO OCTAHOBHJICS PSIAOM € Heir,
H ¢ HoBOA cHJAOH OLLyTHJIA NPHUCYTCTBHE CBOErO, H3 POAHOH 3¢eH-
6ypy. 10 6mna DHru. BafiHTH X0TeaoCh NMOFOBOPUTHL € NMOIPYroH
0 TOM, 9TO KJAET UX TaM, Ha Oepery, 570 GBJIA HOCTEXHAS BO3MOX-
HOCTh TIOrOBODUTHL HaefuHe mnepexn Bhicankofl. Tam, BHH3Y, OGHIO
CAHIIKOM MHOTO NOACJAYIIHBAIOMKX VHIed M IOACMATPHBAIOIIHX
113, a 3[ech OHH MOIJIM TOBOPHTL, HE ONacasch NOocaeNCTBHI.

~— Tam, Bnepean, lenpamu. Komanaup ofemana, uro Mb OyaeM
B Anprnecake CEroiHs nocjie nonayaHs. — BafiHTe norasaelBaja Ha
cofecelHHNY KpaeM rJas3a, HO IJHIH HHYero He OTBETH/A, TOJBKO
nofeprupaja GoaplruM maiblem. YKectT He OB OCKOPOGHTENLHBIM
H He BHAaBaJ HHKaKHX YYBCTB, 310 Obwro miaoxo, Ho Bafintu He
NO3BOJNIMJIA THEBY 3aXBaTHTh €e6s ¥ OTBIEYb OT TOro, YTO HYXHO
6bis1o caenatb. OHa NoBepHYJachk H OKa3aflach JIHUOM K JHLY €O
CBOEH 3deH3eNe,

— Tloknpasi poOHTENbCKOE UPEBO M BHIXOAX B XKH3Hb, B OOBATHSA
MOps, MBI HCOBITBIBaeM HepByX ©O0db B KH3HH,— cKasaja
Batinru.

— A nepBas pazocTb— 3TO APY3bsl, KOTOPhIe XAYT Tebs 31eCh,—
ckasana JHrH, 3akoHuuB ¢pasy.— f ynuxena, Bafint, Beib TH
HaNOMHHMJIA, KaK MO 3ron3M noppeaun tebe...
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— 4 xny He u3BMHeHHRt MAH obwbsicHeHufft TBOEro HeoGHLIYHOTO MO-
Befenusi. MHe HENOHATHO, MOYEMY TH H TBOM MOCIENOBaTeNH He
BEI6PaAM CMepTh, OZHAKO O6CYXAATh 3TO # He cobupatock. U a ay-
Mana He o cefe, MeHZ HHTepecyellb TH M TOJAbLKO Thl. MHe Her
lena N0 BRENEHHHX B 3a6MyXKAeHHe CYUIeCTB, KOTOPHE CHIAT BHH-
3y. Ecni oHH oOKasanuch CnOcOGHH MOMepTBOBaTh cBOGOAON H3-3a
ownbouHoRt praccoduu, ¥3 HEX NoayIaTcs Xopoine paboaue, To-
POL MOXeT HCHOJAB30BATHL HX. MOMKET OH HCMOJAL30BaTh H Tebd,
HO HE XaK MJeHHUKA,

— ¢1 "e npocusia pasBA3HIBATL MERS.

— Twu ne npocusra, Ho s mpuKasaixa caenath 3To. Mue crufiHO
HaXOMHWThCA PAJOM CO cBoell adeH3ene, KOTOpas CBA3aHa, Kax
OGHYHEIl IPeCTYIHHK,

— $§1 He xoTena jOCTABAATH Te6E HENPHATHOCTH,— KOPOTKO H3-
BHUHUMACh JHrH. — §1 - neficTBOBaJNa COTMACHO CBOHM YGeXISHUAM,
ybexXneHUaAM HACTONbKO CHIBHEIM, 9TO OHM IIOJHOCTBIO H3MEHHJH
MO0 XH3Hb M MOTYT W3MeHHTb TBOW, 3densene. Ho mue orpamno
CAHIIATE, UTO TH HCNBITHIBAEIIb CTH, BeJb CTHJ 3TO YacTb CaMo-
CO3HAHHs, KOTOPOe fABASETCH CYIHOCTBIO MOHX yOexXIeHu,

— Tlepectans, MHe CTBHIAHO TORBKO 3a Hamly 3bheH6ypy, KOTOPYIO
TH 11030pUItb. TBOA MOCTYNOK BO3MYILAET MeHS W HUYEro GoJbile,
Cefiuac MB ONHE, H HHKTO He YCABINHT MOMX ¢Aos. S norufHy,
€CHaH TH MOBTOPHUIL MX, HO §l 3HZK, 9TO TH He 34XOUENrb IPHIU-
HHTh MHe Bpel. Bmcnymaft meus. BepHuch K ocranwuuiM, Te Gy-
Jelils BMecTe ¢ HHMH, KOTZa MB BhHicaguMmcss Ha feper, HO HeHa-
Aoaro. Kak ToAbko cyaHo yiimer, s oraenio Te6fl OT OCTRJILHBIX,
ocBOGOXY, U TH 6yaems paboTath co MHOH, Anbnecax — mMos CyAb-
6a, s xouy moMOYb DACIIHPHTL ero. Th 3Haelb, 9TO NPOHCXOAAT
yXacHole Bemn. XoJOAWEA BeTep C ceBepa HyeT BCe Yalle W CHJb-
ree. JiBa ropoma yxe mOruGaH, HECOMHEHHO, CAefyIOIEM Oyaer
Hnerb6an. Ho npexne, ueM 310 npousokzer, Giraronaps mpeaycMor-
PHTENBLHOCTH HANIWX BOXKAEH, HAa 5TOM JAaNbHeM Gepery JOJKeH BbI-
pactn HOBH# ropoi. Korza HMmer6an ymper, Anbnecax yxe Gyaer
Knate Hac, $1 6yAy TRepJO CTOATHL 33 MPHBHJEIHH XHBYINUX B 3TOM
ropoxe. 1 mo6vioch 3TOTO M TPHTOTOBMIO BCe K TOMY JHIO, KOTJa
npujer Haw HapoA. § npocto ofszaHa coenaTh 310. Mon apysss,
-C KOTOPHMH a1 6yay paloTaTh, BO3BHCSTCSA BMecTe co MHOA. S mpo-
my Ttels, SHry, TPHCOSAUHHTHCA KO MHE M NOMOYL MHe B 3TOMH
Bentmxoit paBore. Thl— Mos 3deH3ene, Mbl BMecCTe DOAMIHCH H
BHIPOCIH, 2 3TO Y3H, KOTOPHWE HEJEerko pas3opBarsh, [IpHcoeaHHHCDH
KO MHe, MOAHHMHCL €O MHOM,’ cTaRb Moelt neBoft pyxko#., Tar co-
rnacHa?

OHIH ONyCTHJAA TONOBY, 3aKPHIB JHIO pPYKaMu, NMOTOM TOAHANA
B3rAsA Ha cobecenHuny.

— $1 me mory. C HouepsaMmu JKu3HM MeHS COSRHMHAIOT Y3H He Me-
Hee KpenkHe, gyeM c nawefi sdenbypy. OHR nocleayioT 3a MHOH,
Kyza OB 5 WX HY NoBena...

— Twl noBenemsb HX B MYCTHHIO, B H3THAHHUE, HA BEPHYIO CMEPTD.
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— Hanerwcs, gro nver. S TONBKO OOBACHA, B UeM COCTOHT RPaB-
14, OTKPHTas YFyHeHancoHl, OTAABIIEN 32 Hee CBOIO BeYHYIO JKH3HL.
3a Hee, 3a MeHs, 32 BceX Hac, TH H nojobrule Tefie HHUEro He BH-
IT, ¥ TONBKO OAHO MOXET IOMOYb BaM MpPO3PeTh — 3HAHHE CMeEp-
TH, KOTOPO€ nacT Tebe H-APYTHM 3HAHHE KH3HH,

Bafiutw Onsia BHe ceff OT rHeBa, KOTOPHHA BO3HHK elle TOTAA,
KOTAa CBR3aHHAR JHTrHM He ofpallana Ha 3TO BHUMAHHUS H TOBO-
pHJa ¢ Heft OUERb CIOKOMHO M MATKO.

— 310 HeBo3MOXKHO, Bafinty. T MOXels NMPHCOSTUHUTHCS K HAM,
TIOHAB, UTO 3TO BHIIIE JHYHBIX JKeJaHMHA, BaXKHee BEPHOCTH CBOeH
adenbypy...

— DBaxHee BepHOCTH HalIEMy Topony?

— Bo03MOXH0, TOTOMY YTO 3TO IIPEBOCXOAHT BCE.

— D70 HacToALIEe TpeXaTeNbCTBO Bcefl Hauell XH3HH, W § HCNBI-
THBA10 TOAbKe orBpamenue. [Ipexne ufinaHel KHUAM Kak HUJAHH,
HO MOTOM B HX DAJAAxX NOSBHJNAch NpespeHHas PapHexumH, nporo-
BEICBABINAN 3TOT MATEXKHBI B3xop, OHa Gbiyia YIIOPHA H OCTOPOK-
Ha, KpOMe TOTO, ee JOJro TePHeJH, BCE JKe TIPHIULI0 BpeMs, KOTAa
ee H3rHaJad W3 ropona. Ho oHa He yMmepha, CTas nepsblM JKHBHIM
mepreeuoM. Ecnm 61 we Oanecar, oHa npofomxana Gbl XHTH H
Ho-npekHeMy cefija 6B ¢pe/ild HAC Pa3HOMNIACHS.

— Ee Haswpanu YryHeHanca, MOTOMY 4YTO C ee NMOMOHIEIO GHLIA
Halijena aTa Besukad npasia. Onnecar paspylruia TOJNLKO ee Te-
JI0, HO He OTKPOBEHHS.

- Tak ee Ha3mBaellb Thl, 2 HA caMOM fHede ee 3Banu PapHexuy,
H OHa yMepJa 3a CBOH NpPeCcTyMJeHHR. IT0 ObT 3aKOHOMEpHbLIH
KOHell ee NETCKOH BepH, poAusuiefics cpeaH KOpajaoB H BOXOPOC-
nefi, ~ BafHTH ray6oko B3JAOXHYJAA, ¢ TPYIAOM CREDKUBAKCH, —
Heyxenn T He noHnMaelb, 310 A Tebe npepnarao? 310 TBo# mo-
crennuit made. JKH3aHb BMmecto cMepri. IIpHcoeaussafics Ko MHe,
¥ TH MOAHEMEWILCH BBICOKO, Ecau TBOA Bepa Tak BaxHa nada Tebsd,
MOM¥elllb NMPHAEPXKUBATHCA €e, HO He TOBOPH 06 5TOM €O MHOH ¥
HU C KaKHM JpyruM ufinanoM,. Tel ZOMKEA ¢IeNaTh 3TO.

— $1 we mMory. O npaBJie HYXXHO I'OBOPHTH BCAYX...

I'neBro 3apepeB, BafinTw cxBaTHna 3Hru 3a mrew, rpy6o BHKpPY-
tuna eff rpe6eHb W ¢ cusyoft ymapuia ee JunoM o rpy6yio noBepx-
HOCTh TJIABHHKA,

— Bot nparpa! — npokpuuana oHa, Da3BepHYB JHIO JHrH TaK,
uTo6H OHA MOIVIA CABIIIATH KaKAOe ¢10B0.— To, UTO #1 pa3BuBaw
0 NJABHHK TBOE TVIVROE JNYHOOOpa3Hoe JIHLO — 5TC W NEeHCTBUTENb-
HOCTb M npasfa. BHe 5Toft mpaBAb ecTh HOBHN TOpoJd Ha Kpamw
OUKHX JOKYHUJIEH, TAXenas pa6oTa, rps3b H HUKaKUX yRoOCTB,
K KOTODHM TH TpuBbIkia. §I ofemiar Tebe 9TO, eciy TH HE OTKA-
JKembes OT CBOeN BEHICOKOMEPHOHR MO3HL...

Yearman cnaGuit MUNSMAA 3ByK, BaliHTH nmoBepHyJMach W yBHIE-
Jla KOMaRA¥p4, KOTOPas NbITaNach YKPHITHCS B TEHH.

~— Tlonofiau cional — kpuxuysa Bafintu, WBHPHYE DHrU BHUS,
cefe MO HOTH. — DTO UTO 34 INMHOHCTBO?
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~— $1 He mMHOHIO, BEICOUARIMAL... 1 MOTY celitac xe yhita. — Sped-
Haluc OTBeZasNa COGHBYNBO, 6€3 YTOHUEHHOCTH H NPHKDPAC, HACTOMb-
KO BeJIHKO GHJIO ee CMYLIEHHE,

— Torna gro npuBeao tebs ciona?

— §1 xorena ykasaTo ma Oenhle Gepera POXKAEHHI, KOTOPHE BHA-
HH BRepeny, -

BafinaTH of6pajoBanach BO3MOXKHOCTH 3aKOHUHTH 3Ty HENPHATHYIO
cuery. HenpusitHyio Ansa Hee, MOTOMY 9TO OHA He CMOINd CAEPKATDH
ce6a. Ona 3Haja, YTO 3TO MOXKET CTaTb OPYXKHEM B UYKHX pyKaXx.
KoMaBanp MOrJia pPa3HecaH CIJIETHH RaJdblle, H HHYEr0 XOPOUIEro
BEITH H3 3TOro He MorJo. BafiHTH Kpenko yxBaTHiach 3a Kpafi
NJaBHUKA, MsiAs Ha Onuskui yxe Geper. T'HeB ee mpomen, amxa-
HHe 3aMelJIH/IOCh, YHHMIKeHHass DHrA NojHAJach Ha Hom»«-eﬁ Kax
H BCeM, XOTeJOCh B3[VITHYTh Ha Geper.

— Mu NnofoAReM K HeMy Kak MOXHO Gauxe,— cKaszada Iped-
HaHC.

— Hame 6yaymee,— noayMana Bafinte. — [lepBrie BenuuecTBeR-
Hble rpefHEHOCHBIE CaMLUH, INepBHE OTJIONKEHHble sfila, MepBHE
POKAEHHA ¥ mepBrie 3(enlypy, pacTyune B Mope:

I'meB npoumen OKOHYATENLHO, M OHA INOYTH YJIHGHYJAch MHCAR
O TOJNICTHX H BAJNHIX CaMlaX, Pa3BaJHABINHXCA IOA COJHIEM, O MO-
JIoleXH, CHAAIIe B 6e30MacHOCTH B XBOCTOBHX CyMKaX. IlepBrle
POXIEHHS — MAMATHBIA MOMEHT AJAS HX HOBOTO ropoja.

Tlop pyxkoBOACTBOM 2KHNAXA YPYKETO TOpomuics K Gepery, yxe
TMOUTH JAOCTHTHYB pazfHBaomuxca o Hero BONH. Beper npuGau-
>Kahed, npurArksan saraga. [Ipekpacumit Geper.

U papyr DHry W KOMaHJHp 3aMepliu, NOTPSCEHHHEE YBHAEHHHM,
a BafiHTu u3gana rpoMKHA KPUK, KPUK GOJH.

Ha Gepery Ha poBHOM NecKe JieXKaJH HCTEpP3aHHBe H PaCUJIeHEH-
HEle TPYMHL.

3

Kpuk Bafintn pesko o6opsancsa. Korma ora cHoBa 3aroaopma
pedn ee Onia cAepXAaHHA H KOHKPETHA.

— KoManaup, HeMeaJeHHO BO3bMHTE HECATOK CaMHX cnnbﬂbtx
WICHOB 9KHIaXKa, BOOPYXKHTe HX XE€COTCAHAMM H BhlcaZuTe Ha Ge-
per.— OHa TIOATOJKHYJA ee K Kpal NJAABHHKA, 3aTéM OCTAaHOBH-
JIach, TOBEPHYBINNCh K JHTH. -~ THl moAges CO MHOK.

Bafiern mpoBena HOrofl HO IIKype YPYKETO, HAULia CKA3JAKH B €ro
KO¥Ke, CIYCTHJIach il0 CNMHHE BHHU3 H HBIPHYJA B MPO3pPayHOe MOpe.
SHru nochexopana 3a Hel.

ORE BHHHpHYJIH H3 NpHGOS BO3JAE DPACTEpP3aHHOTO TPyma CaMHa,
Myxu KpYHUAMCH BOKPYI OTKDBITHX paH, IIOKDHIBAS TEJAO CIJIOI-
HbIM clI0eM. DHTH NOKauryJack IPH BHIe sToro speaunma. He rax
Besia cefst Banutn, KamenHo-TBepaas, oHa Kpernxo CToANa Ha HO-
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Tax ¢ HUYEero He BBIPAXAIOLIMM JIHIOM, H TOJBLKO IJ1a3a ee JBHIa-
JIHCh, pasrAfikBas cueHy GOHHHU.

— § nmoaxHa HaWTH TexX, KTO CAeJaa 3T0,— CKa3aja oHa Geccrt-
PACTHO, WIarHyJa BIeped M HH3KO HarHyJach Haj TteaoM. — OHu
yOuTH, BO He chefeHHW. M yOUTH JMHO0 KOrTAMH, JHOO XKJALIKAMH,
Jnfo poramu, Braump stu paHw? He ToJNbKO caMubl, HO H HX
cyrd yOuTH TakuM obpasoM. I'te oxpana?

OHa TNoBepHyJAach K XKOMaHAHPY, KOTOpasi TOMABbKO UYTO MOSIBHJAACH
H3 MOp#, Befid 32 cOG0M BOOPYKEHHBIX WIEHOB SKHIAXKa.

— BHTAHYTRCA B NHHHUIO, NPHI'OTOBHTL OPYXHe H fupovecarts Ge-
per. Hafith oxpaHy H yCTaHOBHTE, KyZa BeXYyT CAeAb, — YOEAHB-
IOACh, YTO NpHKAa3 NOHAT, BafiHTH noBepuyJach K DHTH, OKIHKHYB-
wefi ee.

— Bafinti, 7 He MOrY TNOHATB, KAaKOTO POX2 CYIIECTBA HaHECHH
3TH paHH. ¥ BCeX N0 HECKOJNBKO PaH, XOTH Yy XKHBOTHEIX BCEro
IO OAHOMY POTY HJIH KJAHIKY.

— ¥ HeRWTECKAa EeJIMHCTBEHHHI pOr Ha KOHUE Hoca, GoaplIof H
nIepmiaBHf, B ¥ §e10r0 XypyKcacTa ToXe OQHH pOr,

— 9T0 Bce OrpoMHHE MEAJUTENLHLIE W IVIYNHE CYHIecTBa, OHH He
MOIJH CHAEJAaTh Takoro, TH caMa HpeAynpexpaza MeHS o6 onac-
HOCTH 3JEIUHAX AXKYHrAefl, 0 HEH3BECTHHX KHBOTHBIX, GHCTPHX H
CMEPTENbHO ONacHHX.

— A rpe 6nna oxpanHa? OHH e 3HaAH of OMACHOCTH, TAK IO-
9eMy He BBHIIOJHHIH CBOH JOJT?

— OHH 3gech,—-cCKasana IpepHaHC, MefJeHHO BHXoas Ha Oe-
per.— YGHTH TOYHO TaKHM e 06pasoM.

— HegeposaTtHo! A nx opyxue?

-— He ucnonbsoBaHo. IToaHOCTBIO 3apsikeHo. DTH CymecTBa TaK
OMACHH...

OsHa ®3 YJIeHOB 3KUMAXKa OKAHKHYJA UX cHU3y, oT Gepera. Hpu-
JKEHHs ee Tesna OBJIN HENOHATHEl Ha TAKOM PacCTOAHHU, a ToJoc
saryman roxoc npubos. [Torom oHa Opochiach Oexarb K HHM,
SBHO YeM-TO B3BOJIHOBAHHAs, OCTAHOBHJach, monpoboBana obbsc-
HUTb, 3aTeM mnofexana fanblle, Moka He NpHOAH3WAack HA pac-
CTOSTHHE, KOTOPOE MO3BOJIAJIO NOHATH €e CJI0Ba.

-~ $1 HawIa caef... HAEMTE... TaM Kposb. B ee rojoce GHAC HedTo,
NpHiaBaBliee CKa3aHHOMY Bec. BalnTr BMecTe ¢ ApYrHME OHICT-
PO NBHHYJACH eff HABCTpEYy.

— 1 maa no cneram, BEIcoYafilnasi,— cKazajda Ta, yYKasHBag Ha
nepeBbs. — CymiecTBo 6RO He OJZHO, HX OhLIO, KAK MHE Kaxkercs,
NATEPo, NOTOMY 4YTO CJAeJoB MHOro. Bce OHM KOHWAIOTCSI Y BOJABL.
Oun yman. Ho ecte Heuro Taxkoe, 4YTO BH JOJXKHE YBHIETb
caMmu.

— UYro?

— Ha Mecte yGuicTBa MHOrO KPOBH H KOCTelf, HO e€cTb H elue
KOe-UTO, BB NOJIKHEL YBUALTE 3TO CaMH.

OHH yCAHIIANH SIPOCTHOE TIyfieHHe HACeKOMHIX ellle [0 TOro, Kak
Jobpanuce a0 Mecra. TaM JeHCTBHTeNbHO OHJIO MHOTO CBHJE-
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TeNucTB GOfiHH, HO OBUIO M eme Koe-yro, Gonee Baxuoe. Mix impo-
BOJHHK M0JYa yKa3aja Ha 3eMIT.

Tam B Kyue 30abl Mexanu oOyIJIMBINHEecS KycKH AepeBa. M3 nentpa
NOoAHHMANACh CTPYAKA ABIMA.

— Oronb? —cxasan BafigTH, yAMBAEBHAS YBUAEHHBIM He MeHblle
apyrux. OHa BHAeNA Takoe H mHpexiae, HO 3TO ef He HpaBH-
JIOCh, -

— Orofigure B CTOPOHY,— NPHKAa3ajla OHA KOMaHJAHDY, KOTOpas
HMIAarHyJa BOepen K JIHMSLIEMYCH Ienay.— 3TO OroHb, OH QUeHb
TOPSY H Onacen.

— $1 asTOorO He B3Hana,— H3BHHHJIachL OIpedHauc.— H cammana
O HeM, HO HHKOTAa He BHea.

— 310 ele He BCe,— CKasada npupeawas ux cioia.— Ha Gepery
eCTh MOACOXUIAs HA COJIKIE TPSA3b, HA KOTCPOH OCTaluch OTHEUAT-
KH HOT, ouedb OTUET/AHBEIE. 5 BHIloMana OAWH H3 HHX — BOT OH.
BafinTu warHyna Buepes M IOCMOTpeJNa HAa BHUIOMAHHYIO TJAACTHH-
Ky Ips3H, NOTOM HAKJOHUJACH ¥ TKHyJa B yrayGleHHe Ha TBepIoh
TIOBEPXHOCTH.

— DTH CylIeCTBA MaJeHbKHe, OYeHb MAJeHbKHE, MeHbIIe, YeM MBI,
WU y Hux HeT Korted... CMoTpHTE!

Ona BHNpAMEAACL W, BHITAHYB BOepef PYKY ¢ PacTOMbIPERHEIMU
fManbuaMy, 10Ka3ala ee OCTAJbHEM,

— ¥ HHX NATb najgbUEB, 4 He YETHIpe, KaK y nac. Kro 3HaeT XH-
BOTHOTO € NMATHIO HAAbLAMHU?

MongaHue 6610 €l OTBETOM.

— Bo BcemM 3TOM CAMIIKOM MHOTO TAaMHCTBeHHOro. MHe 3T0 He
HpaBuTesi. CKOABKO OXPRHHUKOB OBIIO 37eCh?

— Tpoe,— ckazana Speduauc. — [Boe yOuTH Ha Gepery, TpeTHH
BO3JI€ LCHTPA...

B sToT MOMEHT ee npepmaina Apyras uJeH 3KHNaXa, NpoapaBIlas-
cs yepes NOAJIECOK.

— 3nech MaleHbKas JIOAKa,— CKazaja oHa.— [IpHctana x Ge-
pery.

Korma Bafiuth nmomomnsa Tyna, OHa YBHOENA, YTO JIOAXA NOKAYH-
BaeTCA HA BOJHAX, 3arpyxeHHas koHTefHepamu. OmHMH M3 macca-
XHPOB OCTaBaJCs B JOAKe, ApyrHe aBoe Obiu Ha Gepery u Tapa-
muauck Ha Tpynsl. Korna Ba#iatm momomna, oHH o6GepHyJaHCE, H
OHA yBHJeNA MPOBOJOYHOE OXepenke Y OAHON u3 Hux. Bafiutu
BHHMATEJNLHO OTJISAeNna ee,

— Bnl scexacak, KoTopasi ACJMXKHA OXP2HATH Gepera pPOXAeHHN.
IToueMy BEI He 3alHTHJH CBOUX MHTOMIEB?

Hoszapu scekacaka rHEBHO Pa3AysHuCh.

— Kro0 Bn Tarasa, uToGn TaX TOROPUTH CO MHOH?.,

— 51— Bafintn, HoBas #lcTau storo ropofia. OreeuafiTe HA MO#
BONIPOC, NOKA 5 HE NOTepsia TepHenHus.

Acerkacak ¢ Moas60fi KOCHYJAach CBOHX ry6 H caenaga war
Hasan.
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- TlpoctuTe, BHCoyafitlasd, A He 3Hada. [loTpscenHe, 5TH CMep-

— D10 Ha Ballell OTBETCTBEHROCTH. [ Ze BB OBITH?

— Topoay HyXHa MUII2 U HOBHE OXPAHHHKH,

— Kax goaro Bac ne GHJO 31ech?

— JiBa nus, BHcouafilmias, Kak BCeraa.

— KAK BCEI'JA! Uto-to g "e monuMap. [louemMy BBl MOKMHYJAH
cBoil Geper? ['ne 3amuTHas cTeHa?

— Jloka He BrIpameHa, Peka pasiuaace ¥ craja rayfxe, mo-
5TOMY 3BepH He MOTYT uepe3 Hee mepefpartbes. VIMEHHO nosToMy
Geper poxAeHHA TIOMECTHJH y oKeaHa. PasyMeercs, BpeMeHHO, H
TOJNbKO pafH 6Ge30nacHOCTH.

— Pann 6esonacHoeTh! —He B cHirax Gonbllle COEPXKHUBATHL [HEB,
Bafiutih 3akpHuana, yKashBas Ha TPYnNH. — OHH Bce MEPTBH, H
BBl BHHOBATH B 5ToM. JIyMaio, BEl yMpeTe BMeCTe ¢ HHMH. 3a 3TO
npectyniende s Tpebyl CTPOXKAWIIEro HakasaHHs., Bl usronse-
Tech H3 HAIIEro ropofia, u3 ofINecTBa HMEIOUIHX roJoc, H MpHCoeaH-
HAeTech K Oe3MOJBHHM. Bhl MpoxkuBere HEAOJAro, HO A0 CaMOR
cmeptn Oylere WOMHHTL 06 OIIMOKe, TIpHBENieH K 3TOMY HPH-
roBopy.— Bafiutu marHysa Brnepej, 3amnendsa GOJABbUIHM TNajbleM
METaNNRYeCcKHii 3HaK BHICOKOR NOJIKHOCTH H CHJABLHO HEpHYyAa €ro.
PasopBanBas NPOBOJOKA COCKOABL3HYJAA C IIeH 3¢eKacaka, # Bafin-
TH UIBHIpHYJA2 ee B npuboil, mpoaonxkas pacnesath (OpMyay JH-
NIeHHs rpampaHcTBa. — H CHHMAK C Bac BAWH 00S3aBEOCTH, BCe
afech NMPHCYTCTBYIOIINE JHINAIOT Bac BAIIEro 3BaHHS 3a 5TOT NPO-
max, Kaxnwui rpaxnanun Wuerbana, ropoga, KoTopHft fBAsgercs
BAIIMM JAOMOM, KaXKAHH HANAH NOJAEpPKHT HaC B pelleHHH JIMUIHTh
BAC TpaxpaHCcTBa., Teneps s JAHIIZI0 Bac HMEHH, H HHKTO M3 XH-
BYWIMX OoJblUe He NPOU3HECET €ro BeayxX. § ofbsmisAlo Bac 6esn-
MsHHON K Oesmonsroll. Uanre.

U BaiHtu ykaszana Ha okezH, Pa3axkanoBaHHas sceKacak mpHnalia
K ee KOJEHAM ¥ BHTAHYJNACh BO BCIO RAMHY H4 IeCKe Y €€ HOT.
CnoBa ee G e/(Ba NOHATHH.

— Tonbko Re 3T0... A Bac yMoJsio.., 51 He BHHOBATa, 3TO NPHKA-
saqa JucTH, OHa HAC 3aCTaBuNE.. 3Jech He AOMXKHO OHThL pOX-
Jennfi, oHa He GJIO/2 CEKCYaNbHYI0 AUCUHIIHHY, U B 3TOM HeY
MO€eH BHHBL...

Tonoc ee 3aMmep, ry6u ABHraJuch BCe MefJIelIHee H HAKOHel 0CTa-
HOBHJIUCH. '

— ¥YBeauTe ee npoub,— NPHKasana Bafinte. DpedHauc ciaenana
3HAK ABYM UJeHAM 3KHMNaKa, U Te OTTAIUNH JIeKMeJHK B CTOpO-
Hy. [1aza ee GLan OTKPBHITH, ALIXaHHE NOYTH 3aMepiao, CKOpo OHa
doaxHa Omaa yMepeTb. Bafintu omobpuTeibHO KHMBHYJA H Iepe-
cTajla AyMaTh 0 HeHf; HYXHO OLIJIO CAeNaTh CAHIIKOM MHOTO,

— 3SpedHanuc, TH OCTaHEIILCH 3/[eCh H NPOCHAEAHNL, YTOOH ¢ Te-
namM# G0 CcAeNaHO BCe, KaK Hano,~— IPHKa3aja oOH4.-— 3aTeM
NpHBeAellb YPYKeTo B ropoa. §1 MOMAmIBY TyAa Ha 3TOA JOAKe.
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Mue xouercd B3MIAHYTh Ha JIMCTH, CMEHUThH KOTOPYI0 # Hampas-
JleHa,

Koraa oxa Bouwia B JOAKY, OAHZ H3 OXPaHHHL 3HAKOM IONPOCHJIA
paspeineHss roBOpRTh. TOBOpHAA OHA MEAJEHHO H C YCHJHEM.

— Bur He Moxere yBuaets [ucru. OHa yMepaa MHoro jHef
Hasaj, ¥ Hac OGHJA JHXOpaiKa, K OHA CTaja OJHOH U3 TOCAENHHX
ee JKepTB.

— 3HaudT, ¢ MOHUM OTHPABJEHHEM CAHUIKOM JAOAT0 TAHYAH,—
BafiHTE cena, TAgAS, KakK OXpPaHHMUA BA2CTHO TOBOPHJAA UTA-TO
Ha yxo Jjoxke. [lnote cyumiecTBa 3aBHOpHpoBaga, M OHO XBHHY-
Joch BNepex, BROpackiBas H3 cebs Boay.

— Pacckaxu MHe o ropofe,— ckasana Baitntr, —Ho .cHauana
HAa30BU CBOE HMSI. '

OHa roBopHJa CNOKOHHO H CepjAeYHO. Jra oxpaHHund He Oha
BHHOBATA B CMepTH, 5T0 6mio He ee jpeno, Cefivac BalHTH AOJK-
Ha AyMaTh O TOpoJe ¥ nogbupath cefie CTOPOHHHKOB,

~— $I — WHneHaT,— CKaszajla OXpaHHHUA. — 3TO HOMXeH OHITh XO-
pomnfi ropoa, MH BCe HaAeeMcs Ha 3To. Mul ynopﬂo paGoTtaewm,
XOTS €CTh MHOTO TPYILHOCTeH H mpodaem. -

— JlucrH 6HAa ONHOH H3 HHX?

Hunerar ybpana pyku, Hpsda CBOU 4yBCTBA.

— He mne roBoputb 06 astoM. 5 Onina rpaxmaHmmM ene o9eHb
MaJo,

— Ecaun TH B ropoje, 3HAaYHT, THL K3 TopoAa. THl AQMNXKHA TIOBO-
PHTH €O MHOM, HMoToMy 9T0 51— Bafintu, HoBag 3ficTan ropoza,
7 Thl JoJKHa OvTb BepHa MHe. [loayMait o6 stoMm. Co BcemH mpos-
JieMaMH TH J0JKHA [PHXOAHTH KO MHE, 3TO TBOS 00SI3aHHOCTH,
A renepb yecTHO OTBeyal HA MOH BONPOCH.

— $§1 6yay orBeuaTh, €CAH BB MHe IpHKa3blBaete,~—~ cKazaaa Mu-
JeHar.

IMocTenenHo, No Mepe OCTOPOXHOTO W TepIHeaHBOro Roipoca, Baiia-
TH Hauyana TNOHMMaTb XOA COOHTHH B ropofe. OxpannHunma umesa
CJHIIKOM EH3KYI0 AOJIKHOCTDL, YTOOW 3HATb O NPOHCXOAAIIEM B BhIC-
meM Xpyry ofllecTBa, HO OHA XOPOLIO 3HaJka 0 peaynabTaTax. A ouH
OKa3alHCh HeyTeMIHTeNbHBIMH.

JluctH 6bia HeNONyJsipHA, 3TO COBepuleHHO ouveBuaHo. OHa, no-
BHIUMOMY, OKpYXKHJa ceff rpynmnofl 3aKafblyHHIX JAPY3€H, KOTO-
pHe paforain Malo WIH BooGHle HHYero He nenaiad. Ecnm 310
npaBia, W NpaBia Jerko ofHapyxupaeMasi, CyA OOINECTBEHHOCTH
He TpeboBajcs. IIpecTynmHHKOB cJel0Baf0 OTIPAaBHTL Ha pafory
3a TOPOA, 9T06H OHH TPYAHIYCH, IOKA HE CBaNATCH, He 6YAyT yOH-
TH HJIH CbENeHbl ANKHMH 3BepAMH. MeHbLIEro OHH He 3aCAYXKH-
BajH.

OnHaKo He BCe HOBOCTH OBIH IJIOXHMH. I'IepBble MONAl y3Ke OUH-
IeHH, TOpPOA BEIPOC HANOJOBHHY M IIPOAOJNKAJ PAaCIIHPSATHCA
corjiacHo mnaHy. JIHXopazZka, €ZHHCTBEHHasi 3a Bce BpeMa Go-
JIe3Hb, AOCTaBHJa MeAHKaMm 3abor Re Ooablre, yeM oOBIYHbIE NO-
BPEXIAEHHS DY TAXKeNoH oxoTe. [Toka OHHM NJHJHK Ha JoAKe, Bafin-

28



TH cOCT2BHJa ccOe UYeTKuH IJaH AeficTBHH, PPasyMmeercs, pacckas
UnneHat #yxaajcd B JpOBepKe, HO HHCTHHKT MOJACKA3HBAJ, YTO
5T0 €AUHCTBEHHOEe CYILIECTBO, KOTOPOE BBEAET €e B CYIIHOCThL NPob-
seM ropopga. Koe-uTo B ee pacckase Guao OoOHYHOH GonToBHeH,
HO B JAOCTOBEPHOCTH OCHOBHHIX (PAKTOB MOXHO OBWIO He COMHe-
BaThCA. '

Connue yxe caguioch 3a obnaka, XOria JoJAKa NpPOULAa MeEXAY
BOASIHKIMH KODHAMH ropofa H MacCaXHpH BHILJIHA Ha [PHCTAHb.
Ba¥iHTH MamHHaJAbHO NoATAamMIMAa K cefe OJHH H3 nJjalleH, no-
CKOJIBKY cTano Xoao0AHo, CylecTBo §BIIO XOPOMIO HAKOPMJXEHHHIM
u renanM. Kpome npouero, oHO CKpPHBAJNO €€ AOJIXKHOCTb, @ 3TO
Omio ouenp Kerard., M3-za pesHu Ha Gepery OHA He MOrjia Ha-
cTauBaThb Ha (POPMaJbHOM NPHUIALIeHKHH, Korga OpuUOHJ ypyKe-
TO ~— 3TO MOIVIO NOKa3aTbCA HenpHJAHYHEIM. OHa AoMKHa po6paTthb-
ca p0 AJvlnecaka KaKk MOXHO OvIcTpee, 4TOOBI BCTATh Y PYKOBOJI-
CTBA €lIe AC TOro, Kak cooblueHHe of yOHHCTBe NpHAET B TOPOA.
CMepTH He OOMKHH OBITh 3a0LITHI, HO HX JOJMIKHH IOMHHTb KaK
KOHEll IJOXOro NepHoja H Havajo xopouwero., OHa TOPIKECTBEHHO
noofemana cefe, 4To ¢ 5TOH MHEHYTH Bce 3Jech OyAeT mo-Ipy-
romy.

4

Ipubutee Bafinty He npomno HeaaMmedeHHumM, Korza Jojaxa Ao-
Gpasach D0 NOKa, OHA YBHJENa, 9TO KTO-TO CTOWT TaM, 3aBEDHYB-
IUHCh B MJIALL M, BHAHMO, NOAXKUIAA €e.

— Kro sro? —cnpocuna Badara. Mnnenar npocaezuna 3a ee
B3IVISIIOM.

— Ee zoByr Bamannu, a3 caniuana. Ee AOMXKHOCTL BHIIIE MOEH,
W 51 HHKOrAa He rOBOpPHJIA ¢ Hefl.

Bafiute 3Hana Bawaanu, mo kpafiHeft mepe mo panopram. Meno-
Bel¢ H (OpMaJbHEE, OHH He COMEPKaJdH HHYero O JIHYHOCTAX H
TpyaHocTax, OHa OBMIa 3CeKakcoHa, YTO OYKBaJAbHO 3HAYHIO:
«T1a, YTO H3MeHsieT QOpPMY Belled», H IPHHAAIEXKaNnad K TeEM HEMHO-
T'MM, KOMY H3BECTHO HMCKYCCTBO UPeBpAlIEHHsI DacTeHHH M KHBOT-
HEIX B HOBHIE H NoJiesHHe ¢opmur, Cefiuac oHa OHJa OAHOH H3
OTBETCTBEHHBIX 32 NPOEKTHPOBaHHe H poOCT ropoja. BafHTH cra-
paJjacb He BHWAATH CBOEro HaNpsKeHHS: 3Ta nepras BCTpeya Oulna
AKH3HEHHO BaXHON MJA Da3BHUTHHA BCeX HX NAJbHEAUIMX OTHOLIE-
HEf. A OT 5THX OTHOLICHKH 3aBucena cyabba AJbnecaka.

~ $1— BafinTH,— cKa3ajia OHa, CTY[NHB Ha CHIPOE AEPEeBO AOKa.

— $1 npuBercTBylo Bac. Ho6po noxanopats B Auenecax. Omna
H3 ¢apru BHAeJa YPYKeTO H NpHOBITHE 3TON JOJAKH M H3BECTHAA
MEHS.

— Mens 3oByTr BaHaann,— nponsHecna OHa, CONPOBOXKAAd CBOY
CJIOBa DHTYaNbHHIM B3HAKOM [IOKODHOCTH CTaplleMy HaYaJbHUKY.
Ona pedana 3TO B CTADOMORHO# MaHepe, BHINOJHAR JABHIKEHHE

20



obeumu pykamn. [locie sToro oHa BeTana, OXKHAas TNPHKasaHHH,
Bafintu cpasy notensena K Hefl H JPYMeCKH CXBaTHJAA 3a PYKY.

— $1 yarana TBoH panoprthl. TH XOpoIO TPYAKILILCA HJsi Aabpneca- -
Ka. A cKaxH, ¢apru rosopHiaa Tebe eumre uro-HuOyAb... OHA TOBO-
puaa o Gepere?

— Her, Tonbxo 0 TBoeM mpuGHTHH. A YTO ¢ Geperom?

BahintH oTkpmAaa ObIO POT, 4TOOR OTBETHTbL, H IIOHAJNA, YT0 HE
moxer. Ilocne mepBoro u mocjeaHero KpHKa GoJNH OHA jepikana
CBOH UYBCTBA IOJA CTPOrHM KoHTponaeM, OHa YyBCTBOBAJa, uTO CEil-
4ac, ec/IM OHa pacckaxeT O rufesiy camiloB, €e THeB H yiKac Bep-
HYTCA BHOBb. JT0 OhIo 6H Keo0AyMaHHO H pa3pymniao 6w 06-
pas XOJOOHOH pacyeTJIKBOCTH, KOTOPHIH OHa BCErAa cosfaBana
Y OKPYXKaIOLHUX. "

— Hunenat,— npukasana oHa,~ pacckaxu Banannu, uro Mmu
HallVTH Ha Oepery,

BaiHTH mmarBysa B CTOPOHY M OTBEPHYJach, He CAYILAS HX TOJO-
COB H MHICJAeHHe pa3spabaThBas nraH geiictBui. Korma ronoca
CMOJIKIIH, OHa MOCMOTpeNa B Ty CTOPOHY M YBUAEN, UTO o6e KIyT,
KOrja oHa 3aroBOPHT.

— Teneps TH NORHMAaellb? — COPOCHIA CHA.

— Uypoeuwno! Te, Xro 3T0 chenaJs, JOJXKHHE ObHTE HafifieHH U
YHUUTOXEHHI.

— TH 3Haellk, KTO 3T0 MOXeT OHTL?

— Her, Ho MHe uaBecTHa Ta, KoTopas 3naer. Ee 3oByr Crajaan,
oRa pafoTaeT co MHOH.

— ORa ne#CTBHTENLHO OXOTHHLA?

— [Ha, ona B OIZHMHCUKY XOAMJIA N0 JXKYHIJISIM U JIECAM, OKpPYyKaB-
UM TOPOJ, H 3HAET, YTO TAM MOXHO HafiTH. Ycabmag o6 3ToM,
s BHec/a H3MEHEHHS B IIPOEKT TrOpofa, KOTOPBIH AOJXHA npes-
cTaBUTE Tebe...

— C 5THM nocae, XoTsa A uW Diicrad ropoaa, MeHee BajkHHe AZeda
MOTYT MOAOK/JATh, IOKA He GyAyT HaitfeHn y6uiuwl. ['opon pacTer
XOPOLIC, HO HET JIH y Bac KaKHX CPOUYHHEIX BOTIPOCOB?

— Hnuero Takoro, uto He MOMKeT NOAOXKAATh. JIMXopaaka ocra-
HOBJI€Ha, U YMEPJO He TAK MHOrO.

— Huctu Toxe. O neft coxaneior?

Bawnasnu Monuana, W raasa ee CyswJHch, Koraa oHa 3aroBopHia,
CTaA0 SICHO, UTO OHA CO3HAET CBOIO OTBETCTBEHHOCTh H noafHpaer
C0BA QYEHBb OCTOPOIKHO.

— Topoa ocraBasy nJoxoe Breyatiaerne, H MHOTHE TOBODHJIH, YTO
B 5TOM BHHOBaTa JHcTH. $1 coracka ¢ mumH. ToJbKO HeMHOTHE
GyayT coxanerb O Hefi.

— Kro nmMeHHO?

— Ee toBapuwiy. Th GucTpo nofimenis, XT0 OHH TaKHe,

— Tlogumao. Ceropns ke nowd 3a CTaalaH 4 BHI3OBY e K ce-
6e. A noka NOKa>xH MHe TOpPOJ.

Banaanu npomya MeXJy BHCOKHMH KODESIMH, 3aTeM OTKHHYyJa
BHCAINHA 3aHaBec, KOTOPHHA OT €e NPHKOCHOBEHHSI PasOLIeNCs B CTO-
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poun. Bayrpn 6wmao Temno, # oHH cfpocuaM CBOM MJalid BoO3Jje
asepd. Te MeAseHHO BEIABHHY/AM IUyNajbla, H3YUHAH CTEHY W
ApHKpennanch K Hell. OHH NMPOLINIM yepes BpeMeHHble COOPYHEHHS,
OTKPHTHE B CTOPOHY NOPTa, TAe NMOAYNPO3PAYHBIE JHCTHA NPHKPH-
BaAH CKeJeTHhe GLICTpOpacTyliue AepeBbs,

— 3T0 HOBag TEXHOMOrHsS,— o0bAcHuJa Baxananu,— Ham ro-
POA-— EPBHA #3 3aJ0XKEHHHX Ha OueHb Joaroe Bpems.— Oxa
FOBOPHAA ¢ BOOAYUIEBJeHHEM, yJAHGasich H NOMMaXKHBas XpylnKue
Jaucths, — §1 cama paspaborana ux. KyKOJKH HaceKOMHX PacTyT
ObicTpPO, H, YTOGH OHM XOPOWIO MHMTAJIHCH B JHUHHOUHYIO CTAJHIO,
MB JOJIKHH TNPOH3BOAMTHL OOJBLUIOE KOJHYECTBO 3THX JIHCThHEB.
A ceilyac cMOTPH, Mbl BXOJUM B TOPOJ AepPEBbEB.

OHa yKkasana Ha ceTb TSXKeJBIX KODHeH, KOTOphie, [epelIeTascs,
06pasoBajH CTeHY U IOIVIOUKAJIH NOJYNPO3PAYHEE AHCTHS.

— JIueTba —uTo YHCTHIL yraeBod. OHH abcopOHPYWOTCE JEPeBOM,
H OHO BhIpafaTHIBAeT LUEHHYIO PHEPIHIO.

— ITpeBocxoaHo! ~- BaiiuTH cMoTpena 510 CTOpPOHAM ¢ IleHoAzeNb-
HbIM BOCXHINeHHeM. — He Mory BHpa3uTh, HACKOJBKO i JOBOJBHA
5THM. i YHTasa BCe TBOH PamoPThl, 3HaJa, 9TO TH OHJIA IVaBHHM
HCIIOJIHHTENeM, HO YBHAETb BCE CBOHMMH IJIa3aM# —3T0 COBCEM
apyroe gneno. Bce 10 mpocro morpsicaeT.— OHa HECKOJBKO pas
NOBTOPHJA rockedHee ciioBo.— B MoeM mepsoM pamopre B DHTO-
6aH peun HOAKET TOJNBKO 06 3TOM.

Banannu Mosiua OTBEpHyJack, He HMes CHA IOBOPATL., BCW XH3Hb
OHa Peasyiu30BHBaJa NIPOEKTH FOPOACB, H ANbnecak Gbll BepIIHHON
ee TpyAa, Ho Ge3ylepKHKA BOCTOpr HOBOH Jficran GYKBaJbEO MO-
Aapua ee, IIpomsio HeMasjlo BpeMeHH, NpexZAe YeM OHa IPOLOJ-
JKaja, yKasnlBasi Ha HarpeBaTelb:

— OJTo TOXe HOBO€, O HeM Thl He MOrJAa IPOYecTb B MOMX AROHe-
cehusx.— OHa norJaguia HarpeBatesb, KOTOPHH Ha MTHOBEHHe
BHAEPHYJl CBOH KNLIKH H3 MAKOTH AepeBa, NOBEPHYM K Hel cBeTsl-
mHecs IVia3a ¥ TOHKO 3alKllad. — DKCNepHMeHTH ¢ HHMH 3aHAAH
Yy MeHsl TOZH, HO cefidac s MOTy CMeJ0 CKasaTh, YTO OHH OBLIH
yenewHbME. OBH JKHBYT ROJATO M AOBOJBCTBYIOTCA TOJLKO Caxa-
pPOM H3 MAKOTH Aepesbes. M uyBcTBYOT TeMmepaTypy Tesa aydie,
YyeM KTO-1400 ApYyTOH,

— 51 MOry TOMILKO ellle Pa3 BBIPA3HUTh CBOE BOCXHMILEHHE.

l'opnas coGoii, Banaanu cHoRa nomwvia BIepen, MeXAy 3aHaBecedd
H3 cnyTaHHbX BerBel. OHa HaKJIOHsJIach, MpoJie3ass B OTBePCTH,
M TpuAep¥kuBaia KOpHH, 4yroGb Baltutu Mmoraa npo#dta. 3atem
YKa3aJa Ha TOJCTHIH CTBOJI, OWBIINI 3afHel YacThK CTEHH,

— D10 MecTo, TAe A MOCAAuAa CeMs FOpPOfla,— OHa paccMmesnach
H BHTAHyJa PYyKy JaJioHbI0 Breped. — OHo Aexaso 34ech, Ha Moel
PyKe, Takoe MaJeHbKOe,. M Ka3aJoch HEBO3MOXKHHBIM BBECTH B Hero
MyTHpOBaBIIKe reHb. Iloka OHO pocsio, MHOIHE COMHEBAJIHCh, UTO
Hala pafoTa KOHYHTCA ycnewno. §I cama OYHCTHJA2 3TO MECTO,
sareM yHoOphujia ¥ NOJHJIa NOYBY, cAeaajsa NajbleM yraybiaeHue
H mocaiuna cems. B Ty HOup £ chajia pSiAOM, He B CHAAX Y#ATH.
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A ma caenyromui geHp NOKaszaaca 3eNeHHE poctok.. §1 He Mory
neperaTh, HTO HyBCTBOBaJA Torhal

Topaaa u cuactnuBas, BaHanny noxJjonana TOJCTYIO KOPY OTPOM-
HOrO JAepeBa, KOTOPOE pocio 3jhech, BafiHTH mojgowsia H BCTaja
pafoMm C Hell, Kacasicb ZepeBa H 4YyBCTBY® Ty Ke panocTb, Ee ge-
Pero, ee TOPOA..,

— HWmeuno 3mecb f OyAy cuaers. Paccka)Xu BCeM, YTO 3TO Moe
MECTO. -

— Jla, 310 MecTo 3¥icTaH, H MB NOC2AHM BOKPYF HETG CTEHHL
A cefiuac 7 mofiny 3a Crannan W IPHBEAY ee CIOAA.

[Toxa oHa xopuna, BafiHTH CHAena MoJda, 3aTeM, YBHAeB NPOXO-
asumylo ¢apra, nociajna ee 3a MdAcoM. Bepayiack ¢apra He
ORHA, , .

— Meng 30ByT Xekcell,— CKasajga BHOBb RpHOnIBOIAf, KaK TOTO
TpeGoBaiH GOPMaNbHOCTH. — Pasomuceh H3BeCTUs] O TBOEM INpH-
OvlTHH, Benukas Ba¥iHTH, W s nocnelinaa NIPUBETCTBOBATh Tebs
B TBOEM FOpO/E.

— Yro 1H gesnaemb B ropofe, Xekcel? — Toxe 0QHIHAABHO COPO-
cuna Baiinra, : '

— § crapaloch OLITb MOJE€3HOH, MOMOraw APyrHM H BepHa Tro0-
poay.

— Tol Gmaa moapyroit npexuel Ifcran? —3dto OHI0 CcKopee
YTBEPXKAEHHE, YeM BOIIPOC, H OHO NMONAJN0 TOYHO B lLedb.

— $§I He 3Haw0, uTO TH chawIUasa, Koe-KTo 3Aech 3aBUAyer APY-
THM H PA3HOCHUT CIVIETHH...

Ee mpepsano Bosspauierue Bauajsnu. Bnepean Hee wen uisas,
Hecsl HA [JeYe peMeHb ¢ BHCAIMM Ha HeM XecoTcaHoM. BafinTh,
YBUAEB 3TO, MOAYA OTBENa B3MVISH, XOTS €r0 HOomWleHUe OHNG 3a-
NpPELEHO 32KOHOM.

— 310 CranaalH, 0 KOTOPOX A roBOpWIa,— CKazana Bamaaun, H
B3[JEAL €e CKONbL3HYJ N0 XeKeel, KaK N0 NYCTOMY MeCTy.

CrannaH cienana sHax (POPMasibHOIO NPHBETCTBHSA, 34T€M CKOJIb3-
HyJa Hasajf, X ABEpH.

— 4 cnemana ommnbxy,— XpHNJQ CKa3ala oHa, U Ba#HTH TOJLKO
Tenepb 3aMeTHJA AJHHHBIA mpam, nepecekasinfi ee ropso.— Ilo
ApUBHIUKE 5 B3sJjia CBOe OpYXKHe, HO, YBHAEDB TBOH B3rIsil, INOHSIE,
9TO HOMKHA BEPHYTHCH. '

— IMoxoxau,— ckasana Bafintu. — TH HOCHLIB €ro Beerfa?

— Ha. 210 HOBHI TOPOX, H XHTh B HEM He 6e30MacHo.

— Toraa Hocu ero H Aajbille, pas 3170 HeoGxonuMo. Banaanu pac-
ckazaJsa Tebe o Gepere?

Crananan Moaua KHBHYJA.

— Tol 3Haels, 4TO 38 CYUIECTBA MOTJIM STO CASNATH?

— U Aa u Her.

Bafiuts He ofpaTHla BHEMaBHWs Ha HEIOBepUMBHIH KecT Xek-
ceft,

— O6bacer,— cKasaia oHa.

-~ B 3TOM HOBOM Mupe MHOro GOJIOT, AKYHIJeH, JIeCOB H XOJMOB.

32 .



Ha zanaje pacrnonoxeho 6oaplioe 03epo, 4 3a HUM Hauullaercs
oxeaH. Ha cesepe Oeckoneunble seca. M xusoTHeie. Hekorophie
OoYeHb MOXOXKH HA H3BECTHBIX HaM no JHTobaHy, APyrue CHALHO
otayuaroTes. IIpHueM K ceBepy pa3JHUMs YBEJABUKBAKOTCA: TaM
BecTpeuaercs Ooaplic W Gojablle ycrosoy. HekoToprix st ybusana:
OHH MOTJIM OKa3aTbCs onacHbIMH. MHOFHe (aprH, xkorophx s Gpa-
Ja ¢ cofoH, OCTPajAadu OT HUX, 2 HEKOTOPbIe TOTUOAH,

— Onacunimu! — Ha 3tor pa3 Xekcelh paccMmesnnack OTKPBITO. —
Mbiun, noa nosom — onacka? HyXRo 1ociaTh 3a HHOY, 4T06H
OH 1OKA3aJ, KAK PACNpaBaaThes € 3TOH ONACHOCTLIO,

Crajnad MeLNleHHO NOBepHYJAChH K Hed.

— Tul Becerga cMeewbes, KOrIa sl TOBOPIO TaKoe, O 4eM TH H MQ-
HATHA He MMecwb, JIpHuwIo BpeMs NMpeKpaTHTb 3T0. — B ee rodqoce
6nlj1a Takas XOJGILHOCTL, UTO OTBeTa He TpefomBanoch. OHa BHILIA
¥ yepe3 HeCKOJbKO MHHYT BepHyJiack ¢ $OJbIUNM CBEPTKOM,

— 3Mecs HaXOAATCS YCTO30Y ¢ 3TOTO KOHTHHEHTA, MHOTO KpymHee
MBILLH N0A nojoM:. Jo NpHOGLITHA CIOAA TH 3HAJAA JHWbL OAUH BHA
yCTO30Y M CYHTAJAa, UTO BCE OHH AOAXKHB GHITb MAaJeHbKHMU TBA-
paMu. Tlpumao BpeMs OTKazarbcA oT 3ToH Mblesu, Kak BUAHIIL,
Thl HANPACHO CMesJach, 3AeCh BCTPEMAIOTCH PasHble, KaK, HANpPH-
Mep, 3T0 5e3HMSIHHOE KHBOTHOE.

Ona nonoxuna CBEPTOK HA 1104 K pasBepHyaa ero. IT10 Owbina
IIKYpa XHBOTHOTO, H NDOTAHYJach OHAa OT CTeHEl K CTeHe. Bee
MoAyany, moTpsceniitie, a CradiaH noausaa OAHY Jany H MNOKa-
3a/1a KOrTH, KAXKAbI# U3 KOTOPHIX GLLT ANUHON C ee PYKY.

— $1 orBeTMaa: ¥ Aa u HeT, JficTau, M BOT floueMy. 3JeCh, KaK BU-
JHLb, MATh KOTTeH, a y MHOrHx GoJjlee KPYNHBIX U ONACHBIX YCTO-
30y N0 naTth naJdbues. H apeanosaraw, urte yOuilbl ¢ 0OCTpOBRA
Oblid yCTO30Y TAKOTO BHAA, ¢ KOTOPBIM Mbl HMKOCAA TIPEKAE He
CTaJIKHBAMHCh,

— Hymaio, THl npasa,—ckasajna Bafiatu, orGpaceBas wWKypy
B yron 4 crapasice cilepxarb LPOXKb OT €e MArkoro H OoTBpati-
TeJLHOrO IPHKOCHOBeHHHA. — Kak, HO-TBOEMY, MBI CMOXEM HaHTH
3THX CYLIECTB?

— § BHcaexy ux. Ha ceBepe. DTo eIHHCTBENHOE MeCTO, Kyla
OHH MOIJIH YHTH.

— Toraa Hahay X, ¥ mobeicTpec. JLoaoXxHIUIL MHe, H Mbl YHHUTO-
xkuM nx. Tul yhiaews na paccsere?

— C rsoero 1103B0JeHAs 7 yiay cefiyac.

BajinTh paspeiiuga ¥ OCTOPOXKHO, YTOGH 3TC- He 3BY4Yano Kax
OCKOpO6JIEIHE HIM HACMEIIKa, CIPOCHIIE:

— Ckopo Oyler coBcem TeMHO. Thl MOXeWb TNYTEUIECTBOBATH
HOublo? Passe 370 BO3MOXKHO?

— §I mory nenaTe 3TO TOABKO BO3fe ropoia, rae OeperoBas Jiu-
Husi Oonce npaBHibHasi. ¥ MeHs ecTb OOJbLICH nyaul # JIGHAKA,
KoTopas maasaeT Houwioo. Ciaenys BRoab Oepera, f K paccpery
yHLY Aanexo.
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~— Tw Hacroswas oxoTHrUa. Ho a2 ne xouy, uroGm TH pHCKOBala
B oAuHOuKy. Te6e HyxkHa Oyner nomomp. Xekceldl TOBOpHAA MHe,
9TO noMoraer APYraM. I1ycTh HAET ¢ To0o#f H noMoxker Tebe,

— 210 Oyner HanpseHHOe MyTelllecTBHe,— (GeCCTPacTHO cKasana
Crannan.

— $1 yBepeHa, YTO OHA C YeCTbi0 BHIKAET K3 3TOTO NOJOKEHHS,—
saMeTuna BafiHTH u OTBepHyJach, He ofpaliasg BHHMaHHS Ha He-
ucroBeie 3HakA Xekceil. — 1 nycts Bame nyrenectBue Gyner yaau-
HBIM,

5

. v
CBepxHYB H3-32 TEMHHX O0JAKOB, HH3KO HaJ TOPH30HTOM BCIBIX-
HyJa MOJHHS, 8 HOCJde JA0JArofl mayss, BHI3BAHHON pacCTOSIHHEM,
npoKaTHAcA raybokuft rpoxoT. I'posa yxoausa, ABHrafack Ot MopHd,
H YHOCHNIA NOTOKH HOXKAA M WIKBAJAbHHIA Betep. OfHAKO BBICOKHE
BOJIHEI Bce ente OOpYyWHBaJAHCh Ha Geper, AaJeKo BHXATHBasCh
Ha IeCOK M TpaBy M NOYTH AOCTaBasi A0 BHTanieHHo# JoakH. He-
BLaJieKe OT JOAKH, B HeGOAbLION pOLIHle, OXOTHUKH YCTPOMUJH BpC-
MeHHOE XKHJHIIE H3 LIKYp, NPHBA3AaHHHX K Becaam. Ms-mog Hapeca
BEIIJIBIBAJT NHM M CTAAJCS HA3KO HAZ BeTBSMH.
Crapuii Oratp BHIJISHYN H3 YOeXHIN2 W 3aXMYPHICST OT NEepBHX
Jdydel ROCJAENONYASHHOTO COJIHIIA, NPOPHBABUIErocs CKBO3b YXO-
Asnipe obaaxa. _
3aTteM OH HOHIOXANl BO3AYX.
— T'posa ymaa, — 06bsicHHN OH. — Msal MOXeM OTHPaBAATHCH.
— Ho He npm TaKux BOJHAX.— 3aMeTHN AMaxacT, INOMelIHBas
YFJY, NMOKa OMOHB BHOBb HE BCHMXHYJ. KycOK oJeHHHH ABIMHJICH
Ha KOCTpe, W COK U3 MINNAMmero Msca najgaj B orods. — JIoZka mo-
KEeT NepeBepHYThCA, M TH 3Haellb 910, MokKer ObITh, YTPOM...
— Mup onasapiBaeM, OYeHb ONa3AHBaeM,..
— C 5TUM HHYEro He MojJeJaellb, CTaPHK, JpMaHIafap MOCHIIaeT
CBOH YTPO3Bl, He CAMIMIKOM 3a00TACh, YCTPaHBaeT HAac MOroAa HJIH
HET. ,
OH oTBepHyJCs OT OFHS K OCTaBllemycs oJeHio. Koraa o Oyjer
pazfieslaH H 3aXKapeH, JOAKA 3amMoaHUTCs. AMaxacT yXBaTHa mepea-
HIOIO HOTY OJieHd H Pe3aHysl OCTPHIM KYCKOM KaMHf, HO TOT, BY-
JHMO, yiKe yCImea 3aTymHTbcs. AMaxact OTOpOCHJ ero Ipous H
obpatuncs x Oratupy. )
~ Bor 4To TH MOXelb cAenaTh, CTAPHK, — IPHFOTOBL MHE HOBEIE
JAe3BHs. |
Yro-to nposopuas, OraTup ¢ yCHaHeM HOAHsAcA Ha Horn. Ot mo-
CTOSIHHOH CBIPOCTH Y Hero HBIH KocTH. OH# ¢ TPYAOM JAOKOBBIIAN
IO JIOAKH, O0OLIeN ee W BeDHYJCA ¢ KaMHEM B KaXJOH pyKe.
— Cefiyac, MANBYNK, TH KOe-1€MY HAYUHillbCd, - CKA34J1 OK H IPO-
TARYA KaMHH Kepprky. — CMOTpH, 9TC TH BHIMIIE?
~— Hpa kKamHs.
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— Jla, KoHeyHo, HO uTO 370 3a KaMHHM? UTO THl MOXKeIb CKa3aTh
O ‘HHX?

On noBepHyn KaMHH TaK, 4ToOH MaznbYyHK MO BHHMATENbLHO pas-
IVISLZETh HX.

— 5 BHXy mpoCTO KaMHH.

— 3TO NOTOMY, UTO THl MOJOZA H HHKOTZa HHYeMy He yuuics. Tul
He MOT HAYUHThCSl 3TOMY Y KeHIUHH, NOTOMY 9TO 3TO HCKYCCTBO
MYXYHH. KaK OXOTHHK, TH JOJKEH HMeTb KONbe, a KOMbe AOMXKHO
HMeTb HaKoHeyHHK. CJef0BATeNbHO, TH AOMKEH HAYUHTBCH OT/H-
9aThb OAWH KaMeHb OT JAPYroro, BHAETb HAKOHEUHHKH AJISI KOMUH,
KOTOpHE CKPHBAIOTCH B KaMHSX, YUHThCA BCKPHIBATbH KaMeHb M Ha-
XOIUTb TO, YTO CKPHTO BHYTpH. Ceftuac HaquuHaeTes Hall ypoK. DTo
yAapHHHA KaMeHb. Bujums, on raagkufi? YyecTyelllb ero sec?
ITHM KaMHEM MOXHO JOMaTh Apyrve KaMHH. Ero HyXHO OTAHYATH
OT APYroro, KOTOPHI HAa3HBARTCS JIe3BEHHH I KaMeHb.

Keppux nosepres rajbkKy B PyKaX, COCPEAOTOYEHHO IAANA HA Hee,
oTMeuas WIEPOX0BATYI0 NMOBEPXHOCTL M Onectamue rpand. Oratup
TEPHEAHBO CHAeJ], INOKAa OH Jean 3T0, 34TeM B3AJ KaMeHb
obpatHo.

— 34ech HET CKPHITHIX HAKOHEYHHMKOB, — CKa3aJ OH,— 3TO HE TOT
pasMep W He Ta GopMa. A BOT 34eChb OHM ecTh. Buamms ux? Yys-
creyelp? Cefiuac 3 0cBOGOXKY HX.

Oratyp OCTOPOXKHO NOJIOXKHJ Je3BEHHHH KaMeHb Hd 3eMJI0 W YAa-
PHJ HO HeMY, OCTPHH KYCOK OTCKOUHJA B CTOPOHY.

— Bor 310 Ae3BHE, — CKa3aJ OH,— OCTPOe, HO He OUEHb, 4 TeHepb
IOJI0H/K ¥ CMOTPH, 9TO 51 OyAY AeAaTb.

On nocTan U3 cBOelt CYMKHM KYCOK ONEHBEIO POra, 3aTeM INOJIOXKHJ
o0JIoMOK KaMHsi Ha cBoe Oefipo H OCTOPOXHO HAXKaja Ha ero Kpai
KOHUMKOM pora. Kaxkami paz, KOrZa oH Aenaa 3TO, B CTOPOHY OT-
JeTas MajleHbKHA KycoK. BeifpaB caMmulfi AJMHHEIA H OCTDHIH, OH
NpOTAHYA €ro AMaxacTy, KOTOpEIA TEpNEeJHBO KJAaJd KOHIA Beei
aTO# mpoueAypH. AMaxacT NOAGPOCHJ e€ro Ha JafOKH, YAOBJETBO-
PEHHO KHBHYJ. 3ateM NPOTKHYJ OTBepCTHE B LIKYype OJEHS H pas-
pesas ero o7 WieH A0 maxa,

— Huxkro B Hamweft caMMaj He MOXET JAeJaTh TaKHe JIE3BHA, KaK
OH, — CKas3anl AmaxacT.— Yuyuch y Hero, CHH, M0G0 OXOTHHK §e3
JIe3BHSl BOBCE He OXOTHHK.

KeppHK HeTepmeJWBC CXBATHJ KaMEH M YAAPHJ HME ADYr O ApYra.
Huuero ne npousomo. Ou monpofosan eme pas3 — Ge3pe3yabTat-
Ho. Torna OraTup B3sii €r0 PYKH CBOMMH PyKaMH M IIOCTAaBHJ 3a-
3y6peHHHH 0CKOIOK. ONHAKO U 3TOrG XBATHIO, YTOOH OH OBUI TOpA
cobof M paforan ¢ KyCKOM OJIeHbero pora, IoKa y Hero He 3abo-
JeJIH TaJbllbl.

Boasurolt XacTuna §esyqacTHO CJefHa 34 HX YCHJHSIMH, 3a1e€M BEHI-
Tos3 H3 YKPHITHS, NOHKOXaJ BO3AYX, Kak 3To cienaa Orarup, H
moGpen K paceinu. ['posa ymaa, NOpHIBHCTHIA BeTep CTUX, H COJHIE
nporAfiuBano Mexxy obnakos. Tospko Gensie Gapainku BoaH Oe-
KalM K TOPH30HTY — NOCJeJHHe CBHAETeNH HpocTH cTHxuM. [lo
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ofpaluenHOl K Cepepy CTOPOHE HachlH OH CIVCTUICA BHH3 K Tpa-
BSIHOMY GOJIOTY, OCMOTPE TeMHHEe CleAbl, epeccKaBIUHe ero NyTh,
3aTeM MeJJIeHHO BepHyJCs B yOexKuue. ‘
— 3xecy MHOre oJeHed. Boobme B 3THX MecTax xopowas
oXoTa.

— Jlonka yxe MOJHA, — CKa3aln AMaxacT, OTpe3ad KycoK ALiMA-
uieroca Msca. — Elle HeMHOTO — U OHa YTOHET.

— MOH KOCTH GOJAAT OT JeKaHUSA 3heCb BEChb ,ELCHb,—[IpOBOp'-IB.H
Xactuna, 6epsick 3a cBoe Konbe, — CAeYIOUIHH YPOK LOJMeH ObiTh
NIpOBeJieH Ha OXOTe C HOBBLIM HaKOHeuHHKOM Aaf konbs. [lofijgewm,
Keppuk, Gepu cBoe Konbe H caeAyi 3a MHO#. Eciu Mbl He MOXeM
yOHTE OJIEHs, TO MOXKeM IO KpaliHe# Mepe MOJAKPaAbBaTLCA K HEMY.
S nokaxy Tefe, KaK ABMraTbCA NOJA BeTEP ¥ MOANON3TH OJH3KO
K CaMOMY OCTOPOKHOMY 3BEpIO.

Keppuk B34a Konbe, HO NpeXiae ueM MNOCJAEA0BATb 33 OXOTHHKOM,
B3TAAHYR Ha oOTIla. AMaxacT KHUBHYJ, TNpPOAOJKAs KERATbh KYCOK
msca.

— Xacruia Moxer mnokasaTte Tebe wmHoroe. HMau 3a HHM R
YUHCB. '

Keppuk cuactapBo yambuysacs u noGexan 3a XacTunoi. 3artem
3aMeJNuN 1ar.

— Tol canKoM MWYMHIIb, — cKa3an XacThaa. — Bce 3pepu Jsecon
HMEIOT YYTKHe yilu u yeaunmar tebs 3ajoaro Ao TOro, Kax
YBHIAT...

XacTuaa OCTAHOBMJICH, MOAHS PYKY, NPH3HIBAS COXPAHATH THHUIM-
Hy. 3aTeM NPUJAOXKUA PYKY K yXy H yKasana na yrayGjenune B fI0--
Hax srepend. KeppHK Npucayliajcs, HO YCABILIAJ TONbKO Aafekuil
rpoxor npubos. [lotom TOT Ha MrHOoBeHHe ocsal, B MajbYUK YCJIH-
mwaJj ApYro# 3ByK: ciaafoe HOXpyCThIBaHHe ¢ OOpPaTHOH CTOPOHBI
AIOHBL, XacTHsa MOAHS KOMbe H MoJya ABMEYyJcs shepeil. Cepuie
Keppuka 3a6unoch y4yalmerHo, KOTla OH NOCJAEA0BAJ 32 OXOTHHKOM,
ABUrasich Tak OBICTPO, KaK TOJbKO Mor. TloxpycTelBaHue CT4HOBH-
JIOCh I'pOMYE.

[lopuaBIKCL Ha Bepx mouu, OHH Cpa3y K¢ ONpeaeJHJH 3amax
FTHHIOHIEro M7Aca: 3jiech JeXaJJdH OCTAHKH DasfelaHHbIX HMH oOJe-
Hell.

XpycT Tenepb Obl1 O4eHb IPOMKHEM, TaK XKe KaK KYXK¥Kalue MHOTro-
YHCNEHHWX HaceKoMBIX. XacTuna chenan KeppHKY 2HaK nNOAO-
MKAaThb, TOKA OH NOJHHMMETCA [0 CKAOHY H BHIJIAHET H3-33 Hero.
[TotoMm noBepHy/JcA K MaJbyHKY, KPHUBSCh OT OTBPALUCHHSA, U cfe-
aan sHak npudansutbes. Korna oba oHH oKasanHcb y rpebHs, OH
NOAHAN cBOe KOmbe, Kak a1 Opocka. U Keppuk crenan 1o xe
camoe. Yo Tam Obl10? Kakoe cymecTBo oxM BhIcaeannun? HcobiTh-
Baf OJHOBPEMEHHO H CTpax M JwbonuTcTso, Keppuk coruyJes,
a 3aTem NPBLITHYJ BOEpel, cpa3y 3a OXOTHHKOM.

XacTtHna rpOMKO 32KpHuaJ, H TPH CYMLEeCTBA OTOPBAJKCH OT CBOErO
CTPALIHOrO 3aHATHA M YCTABHJHCH Ha Hero. Pyka oXOTHWKa aep-
HyJach BIeped, Koflbe MOJIeTeN0 IIpAMO U BOH3HJIOCH MeXAy nepel-
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HUMM JlamaMu OAHoro u3 XHBOTHHX. OHO ymajo u 3a6HNOChk,
rpoMKo Kpuua ot Ooau, a Apyrue Gpocuauch OexaTb, BU3IXKa OT
cTpaxa.

Keppuk He ABHHYJCS C MecTa, CTOA ¢ KOIbeM B BHTAHYTOW pYKe,
olepeneHeB oT cTpaxa. Mypry.. Tor, uto 6ula yY6HT, oueHb NOXO-
AMJ Ha Mapara, MOSBHBLIEroCs U3 MopdA. OTKpHTHIA poOT.. OCTphe
3y6bl... [IpsiMO-TAKM CYLIECTBO U3 HOMHOTO KOWIMAapa.

XacTujJa mocMOTpen Ha MadbyHKa, HO He 3aMEeTWJ €ro HeNpPHKPHI-
Toro ctpaxa. OH OB/ CNHMUIKOM 3aXBadyeH cBOeH HeHaBHCThIO. Myp-
ry.. Kak o HeHaBHaea ux! DTOT noxuparteib najany, euie ¢ Kyc-
KOM THHJOTO MfCA H NSTHAMH KPOBH HA rosioBe u mee, caabo
OTpLI3HYJICS, KOIAA OH Mofowes K HeMy. OXOTHUK yAapwi ero Ho-
ro¥, a MoTOM, HACTYNKEB Ha WIS, BHIIEPHYN cBoe Kombe., CyliecTso
OBINI0 MOKPHITO yellyedl ¥ 3eJeHbIMH NATHAMY, a POCTOM C HeJOBeKa,
X0T# ronoBa ero Oslia He GoJblle Kylaka MYK4YWHBEL XactHia
ellle pa3 yAapua KOmbeM, XXUBOTHOE JAepHysoch H ymepJo. Keppux
ONYCTH KOMbE W CAGAUJ 3a €ro NOCAeNHUMK cojporanusaimMu, 3a-
MeTHB 3T0, XacTUJa NMOJOXKAA PYKY Ha IJIe40 MAaJbyHKa.

— He nyxuo ux fositeest, IIpn cBOHX pa3mepax OHU OYeHb TpYC-
JUBH M NHTaloTes nafanbkd, Henasuin HX, Ho He Hofics H Bceraa
MOMHH, 4TO OHU eCTb. Koraa DpmMaHmajgap cosnal TaHy H3 PEUYHOTO
unia, oW clenaj oJleHe#t ¥ JAPYTHX JKHUBOTHBIX, YToOB TaHY MOTJIH
Ha HHX OXOTHThcA. [TOTOM OH OTHpPAaBHJ HMX BHHU3, Ha Jyra, BosJe
rop, rge ecTb YUCTHIH CHer M cBexas Boaa. OnNHakO 3aTeM OH NO-
CMOTpECJ Ha o H YBHAEN TaM NYCTOTY, OH OblJ CJUILKOM YTOMJEH
M AaJieK OT PeKH, a MOTOMY He CTajt BO3BpPAILlaThCs W BMCCTO PEY-
HOrO WJa B3sij OOJOTHOH THHBL. M3 Hee oH cienan Mypry, H OHH
OCTATCST 3eJIeHLIMH MO cell AeHb H TCOASITCA TOJAbKO RJs yOuiictmpa,
yTO6Ll MOTJIH BEPHYTHCS B THHY, U3 KOTOPO# OBIM POMKJAEHHI.
losopsa 370, XacTuna pas 3a pa3oM BThIKAA KONbe B IECOK U NO-
BOpPauHBaN €rc TaM, yTo0bl CUHCTHTb OCTATKH KpoBH mapara. [Ipu
3TOM OH OBJI COBepIICHHO CMOKOEH, H Bckope crtpax Keppuka mpo-
mwen, Mapar 6pi1 MepTB, 0CTasbHble yGexanu, CKOPO OHH IMOKHHYT
3TOT Oeper U BepHYTCA K CBOeH caMMas.

— A ceffjuac s nokaxy tefe, KaKk HYXHO NOJKpaiabIBaThCA K JIO-
Onue, — cKasajg Xactana. — It Mypry ObiIM 3aHATH e[0H, HHaue
OBl 06fA3aTeNbHo yeasiwand Tebs. Th MyMen KaK MacTOAOHT, HAY-
MHHA 1o CKJIOHY.

— §1 6bla  ocTopoxel, — samumanca Keppuk.—§l 3naw, Kak
HY)KHO XOIAHTb. OfiHaXAp i NOAKpaABBajcsa X Genke W ObLT Tak
OJH3KO, UTO MOr' KOCHYTbCS €€ KONbeM.

— Benka —raynoe xuBoTHOe, AJMHHO3YOLIM Tropasgo yMmHee ee.
OJieHb He TaK yMeH, 3aTO CJBILIUT Jayulle BcexX, $ Gyay croathb
3AeCh, a4 THl yHAellb 32 HAaCHNb H Nonpofyelb No106paThes Ko
MHe. TOJIDKO THXO— NOMHH, YTC ¥ Yy MEHS YIIH OJIeHS.

Keppuk pajgocTho nobexkasa no ckiody, npobHpasch 4yepe3 MOK-
pylo TpaBy, 3aTeM NDHTHYJACH M CTal yAanatsca oT mopsa. OH Je-
JIaJ 3TO TAK THXC, KAK TOJbKO MOT, 3aT€M BHOBb IIOBEPHYJI K OKea-
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HYy, CTapasicb 3afTH OXOTHHKY B THJA. OH TPYAHJCS OYeHb cTapa-
TENbHO, HO 3TO HH K 4€My He IIPHBEJIO, H, KOrAa OH HaKoHel, Jo-
6pancs Ao rpefHS roph, XacTHna yxe XKIOaJa ero Tam. .
— Tw pomxeH Bce BpeMS BHAMATENBHO CAENHTH 334 TEM, KAK CTa-
BHIHB HOTY HA 3€MJI0, — CKa3aJl OXOTHHK,— H He TONaTk HOTaMH.
Hyxro pasgeurare TpaBy, a He NPOKAAABIBATL AOPOFY B Hed CH-
sgoft. Ho nonpolyem emte pas.

B atom wmecre Geper Obir HeBHICOKHHA, XacTHAAa CHYCTHJICS - BHHS
K peKe H NOrpy3WN B Hee Kombe, YTOGH OKOHYATEHBHO OYHCTHTH
ero. Keppuk, 3anbxaBIlKCh, BHOPaJCs Ha BepUIHHY.

— Ha 3ToT pa3 TH He yCAHMNWING MeHs! — KPUKHYA OH, noTpscas
KONIbEM,

XacTHAd MaxHyJAd PYKOH M HAKNOHMJCA HaA BOAOH. Yro-To TemHOe
MeJbKHYNO B BOAHax mpuGos. Keppuk npejocTeperaiolle KpHKHYJ,
u XacTuna NOBEPHYJCs ¢ KONbeM B pyKe. Pasjancst 3ByK, Kak
6yATO caoManach BeTKa, OXOTHHK BHIYCTHA KONbe, CXBATHJCH 3a
TPYAL H yNAJ JIHIOM NPAMO B BOAY. MOKpHeE DYKH AEpHYJAH €ro
BHH3, H OH HCUe3 CpPeJH NMEeHFMHUXCH BOJH.

Keppux omKo 3akpuuan M OpPOCH/JCA K HACHIHM, HABCTPEYy OCTalb-
HEIM, §erymaM K HeMmy. 3aXblxasch, OH paccKasaJ O TOM, 4TO BM-
Res, M NOBeJ HX Ha3ad, BAoJab Oepera, X MeCTy, rfie Bce NPOH30-
ILJIO.

[Tecox 6utn mycT, oxean TOXe. AMaXacT HATHYJICA H NOAHSIA M3
BOZHW [JJHHHOE KOUbe OXOTHHK2, 3aTéM CHOBa TNOCMOTpPeN Ha
Mope. !

— Trl He 3aMeTHI, HA 9TO 3TO GHUIO MOXOXKe?

— 310 6RUIM pYKH,— CTyya 3y6aMH, cKa3as MaibydK, — OHEB npo-
TAHYJHCH U3 MOPSH..

— A ux user?

— §1 He samerns. Moxpule, Kaxercd, senaeHne. OHu Moram OHThb
3eJleHRIMH, Ofel?

— Onu Moran OHITH AOGHMH, — MpauHo cKazan AMaxact, — 310
mypry. Teneps HaM HYXHO ZepXaThCs BCEM BMeCTe, H OAMH BCEria
DoJxeH OGOADPCTBORATH, NOKA OCTaflibHHe crnar, HyxHo 6hicTpee
BO3Bpamarbcs K camMmaj. Ha stom wxHoM Oepery Hac XJer
TOJNBKO CMEepPTh.

6

Ipoza ywsa, A0XAb DPEKPaTHICH, U 3eMasl KyRajach B TENJIHIX
COJIHEYHHBIX JyuyaX. BafiHTH cTORJa B TEHH MEPTBOTO AepeBa H CMO-
Tpesa, Kak pafouHe OCTOPOXKHO Pa3sMeUlAl0T CAXEHIbl POBHEIMH
pARaMH. Bavaanu jauuHO pasMevajna 3Te pagbl. IloroM ona mofo-
mia K BafHTH, NBHrasCk MeMJIEHHO, C UIHPOKO DACKPHITHIM OT
XapH PTOM, H CTana psjaoM C HeH B TeHb.

— He onacso au TpOraTh CaMeHIH pyKaMn? — Cnpocuna Bafinry.
Bananmy, eme TsXkeno ABINA, CAeNaNa OTPHLATENBHEI KecT.
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— Toabko Korpa HagHYT PacTH KOJIOIKH, a 3To GyAeT uepes Bo-
ceMpb xHefl, s XBauyHHX OHM TOPbKY Ha BKYC, a AN TeX, KTO
MEHbIIE HX, CMEPTEJAbHHL

— 3T0 OAHO M3 TBOMX YCOBEPILEHCTBOBAMMH? — cnpocuna Bafiuth,
BHIXOAS Ha COJHIE.

— Ha. Ouo 6eino coenano eme B Hrerfane, 1 Mbl npusesnH ce-
MeHa ¢ cofofi. MK HAcTOMBKO NPHBHIKJH K KOJIOUHM H3TOPOASM
BOKDYI' HELIHX IOPOAOB, K H3TOPOAAM ropas3jio BHIIE HALIero pocTa,
YTO MOYTH HE MOMHHM O TeX BpeMeHaXx, Korja ux He ObIo, U O TeX,
Koraa oHH OGHyn MadenbkBMy. IlocteneHHo pacTendst nOAPOCHH
¥ pacnpoctpaHuaHch, Cefizac MOJAOABIe BETBH IEpeNJeTanTes €O
cTapeHIMH, CO3/aBasi HenpeodoJumuil 6apeep. Ho HoBas Hsropoas
B HOBOM TFOpPOZe CTABRUT Nepel HaMH HOBHe sonpoch. — Teneps oHa
FOBOPHAI2 CHOKORAHO, HETMPOKO OTKPHBas por.— HoBast usropons,
KOTOPYIO 51 BHIBeNa, GBICTPO PacTeT, JKHBET HEAOATO H OYEHb SHAO-
suta, Ho npexze yem oHa yMper, Mil NOCAJHM OOBIYHYIO KOJIOUYIO
H3rOpOAb M OKOHYATEAbHO 3aHMeM 3TO MECTO.

— A pgepespsi? — crnpocuaa BafiHTH, rasAa Ha Oe3XH3HECHHOE MepT-
BOE AEPeBO, CTOSBLIEE BO3JIe HOBOH NJIOIIANKY.

— Hx yHH4TOXKEHHe y2Ke HAgaJoCh: BSIVIAHH, KaKue BETOUKH ma-
paioT ¢ Hux. OHK H3BeNeHH APEBecCHHMH XyKamu. Korza samacu
NPEBeCHHE! KOHYATCS, KYKU NPEBPaTSATCA B KYKOJOK, a MBI cofepeM
HX M COXPaHHUM, NMOKA OHH HE MOHANOOATCH BHOBb.

BakyTa Drarayna OGpaTHO B TeHb H 3aMeTHJa, 4TO GOJbIINHCTBO
pabGounx caenajo To Xe camoe. Bpems GruIO XKapKoe U RPHATHOE,
HO TOJNBKO He AJst PaGOTH.

— Koraa caxenun 6yAyT BHCaXeHH®, oTnpabbs pafouux ofpaTHo
B rOpof, — cKaszaja Ba#HTH.

Duru paforana BMecTe ¢ APYTHMH; BaflHTH noxpanach, KOTAZ OHa
NOJAHHMET roJIOBY, M CAedana e#f 3HakK nojoith. Ilpexne uem oxa
3ar0BOPHNA, DHrH nobyarogapuna ee.

— Tul Apuka3zana CHATh KaHWAAJE ¢ Y3HHKOB, H MBI OueEn Oaaro-
JapHe Tebe.

— He 3a uro. Ha ypykero @ 3acTaBH/la CKOBAThb HX TOJILKO TOTO-
MY, UTO OH{ MOIVIH TIONLITATHCA 3aXBATHTH CYAHO U Gexarts.

— Heyxenn e 0 cux mop ne mousna Jouepeh JKnsuu? Hacu-
JIHE ~—— He HaIU MeToil.

— Papa canlmarte 370, —Cyxo cKazana Bafinta, — Tonpko a1 He
mobnio monarathCst Ha ciayga#. Ilocae mprbuiTdst CrOfa ypyKeTo
GeXaTh MOXHO TOJALKO B JUKYHINIH, 2 3TO- HE3ABHAHAS YYacTh.
KpoMme TOro, tBom ToBapumm Oyayr ayume paboraTh .0es
OKOB.

— UM TeM He MeHee MBI NO-NPEXHEMY Y3HHKH.

— Her, — pemsrentuo Bospasusa Badntd, — Tt HeT. To cBoGox-
HHA TpaxaaHuH AJbnecaxa co BCEMM IPaBaMH M 0OA3aHHOCTSMH
Apyrux rpaxpan. Ilycte tefs He cMymlaeT TO, YTO MPOU3OULIO.
Coser Hner6ana npuswan Te6si HepocTofiHON GHITL IpaXkAaHHHOM
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FOPOZA2 H HANPaBHA Ciofa. HauHM HOBYIO XW3Hb HA HOBOM MecTe.
Haxetoch, uTo TH He MOBTOPHINbL OIIMGOK, AOMYLIEHHBIX TaM.

— 3710 wro, yrpoza? Dfictan Aabnecaka AYMA4eT, YTO MHl OTJH-
YaeMCs OT APYTHX Ipa)XjaH #u 6yAeM YIpoXaTb HM?

— He yrposa, a npeayunpexnenue, sdensene. YIUChb HA CROMX
ownbBKax. 51 He COMHEBAIOCh, 4TO TH OyiAelllb obLaThCs ¢ JADYTHMH,
HO JepXy CBOH ceKpernl npu cebe. Tebe 3ampewmaercss ropoputh
o6 stoM ¢ ApyramMu. Ocranbube e XOTAT 3TOTO 3HATh. -

— Tul yBepeHa? —cyposo cmpocuia DHrs. — Thl HACTONBKO yMHA?
— § RocraToyHo yMHa, 4TOGBL [IOHATb, 4YTO Thl UPHHOCKIUL Ke-
NPUATHOCTH, — NIapupoBaaa Balinte. — W & Gyay npucraiapHo cJie-
IHTL 32 ToOo#., 3aeck Tebe He YAacTCA YCTPOUTH HAM HWYEro Mo-
AoGHOro ToMy, 4T mpou3owao B Muerbawe. §1 we 6yay 1akoil tep-
NeJHBOi, KaK COBET ropoAa.

OHIv NOYTH He ABHWrafach, noka BaBHTH roBopana.

— Mbl HHKOMY He JOCTaBAfieM HENPHATHOCTEH H He XOTHM HX.
Ml npocto Bepum.

— Bot u ortauuro. TonbkKo 3aHHMalTech 3THM B TAKHX MeCTax,
rae Bac He MOrYT yclHuiaTh Apyrue. $ He nOTEpnAw HUYEre KHo-
no6uoro B8 MOEM ropone.

BafiHTH 4yBCTBOBRaJa, 4To HauyHHAeT BHIXOAUTh U3 cels, Kak Ou-
BaJIO0 BCErjla, KOrAd OHa OKa3blBaJach JIHIOM K JHILY CO CTpaHHOR
Bepoil Durn. M B 3TOT MOMEHT oHa 3aMeTHna Gapri, CHelallyo
K Heii ¢ coofuienuem. XoTsl 7a TOBOpHJA He OueHb BHATHO, Balintu
NOHANa caMoe rJaBHoe.

— B ropon npruna oaua... no umenu Crannas. Hosoctd caum-
KOM Ba>XH#E... HEO6XOAHMO Ballle NMPUCYTCTBHE. ..

Bafinth clenana ef 3HAK YXOAMTb, H, HE 3aKOHYHR DAas3roBopa
c JHru, ornpasuaack B ropoA. Craanan yxe 6uljga TaM, oXHjaad
BCTpeuH ¢ Helt, H B NO3€ ee 5ICHO YHTAJOCh TOPXKECTBO.

— Tol yXe chesana To, 0 4eM MBI ¢ TOBOM ROTOBOPHAHCH? — CIIPO-
cuna Bafintn. ,

~— Jla, 2#craun. §1 caegosana 3a yORHALaMH, N0OKA He HACTHUIJZ HX.
3areM a4 BhlcTpeaHsa, ybuaa OAHOTO M BepHyJaach ¢ TejoMm. OHoO
3fech, nepanexko. Sl OCraBHnAa 3TO HUUTOXKECTBO Xekcell CleadThb
3a HuM. OOHapyXHIHCH CTpPaHHBIE BeIHW OTHOCHTEJbHO 3THX
yCTO30Y.

— Bor kak? Tel AOAXKHa paccKasaTb MHe.

— Jlyuwe s nokaxy.

Craanan noeeya ee B 6ojiee HH3KYI ¥acTh ropoaa, K pexe. Xak-
celt XKJlaJga TaM, OXpaHss IJOTHO CBa3adHbIi y3en Koxa ee Onuia
TpA3HON ¥ NOLAPANaHIoOl, W OHAa Havala HNPOTECTywlUle MpHYH-
TaTh, KakK TOJbKO OHU TosBuauch. [Tocae nepsuix xe caoB Crannan
yAapuJa ee Mo TONOBE W NOBaJHJa HA 3eMJIO0.

— CoBepllIeHHO HY Ha yTO He TOJHA, — NpomIKMnena oHa. — JIeHu-
Basi, IIyMJUBan, BCCro GOHTCs.. #3-3a Hee Hac ofcuX ensa ne yoOu-
au, §1 Gonbllle He XOYy MMETh ¢ Helt fena.
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— W Anpnecak He Oyler,~— BBIHecaa cBod npurosop Bafitu. —
Ocraspb Hac. Boobuie yxoad M3 ropoja.

Xexcel Opisio 3anporecToBada, Ho Craanan rpybo yaapuaa ee Ho-
roit mo rybam. Xekcell 6pocunach GexaTh, U €e BOIJL BCKOpe MPO-
- nad TAe-TO HaBepXy. BafiwTH TyT ke BHOpPOCHJIA MEP3KOe CYMIECTBO
13 TNaMATH H yKasaja Ha CBEPTOK.

— 2710 y6uToe CcyIecTBO?

— Ha.

Cralnad fepHyJa 3a yrod, U Tpyn XacTHabl MOKATHJCS Ha BIAAXK-
HYIO TPaRmy.

Tlpu Bune cro BaliHTH OHemesa OT yXaca H yAUBJIEHHS.

Osnanes cofoff, Oka IIarryJa BRepeAd H ¢ OTBPAalleHHeM TKHYJa
€ro. HOroM.

— Tam 6bl70 yeTHpe cyllecTBa, — ckazana Craanan, — BCe 0CTaNb-
HEle MeHbule »TOro. § Halina ux u cjaepoBaga 3a namH. OHU He
way no Gepery, a MABJIH MO OKeaHy, XOTS JOAKH Yy HHUX He GBIIO.
Bmecto 3TOr0 OHH canuJECh B CTBOJ JepeBa M JBHTAAH ero Mo
BOJAEe KyCKaMH JpeBecHHHl. §1 BHJeNa, KaK OHH yOGMBAaJM APYTHX
XKHUBOTHBIX, — BEPOSTHO TaK ke OblNH yBUTH caMell M ero oxpaHa
ua Oepery. OHH He noJbp3yloTcd 3yO6aMH, KOLTSAMK M POraMH, IO-
TOMY 4TO POrOB Y HHUX HET, a 3yGbl M KOITH HeBeJHKM H OUEHb cJia-
6bi. BMecTo 3TOrO OHH MOJB3YIOTCH [IPeJMETOM, MOXOXHM Ha
octpeifl 3yl, NpUKpyueHHH K AnuHHON Maske.

— OHu XHTpBI, 9TH MeXOBHIE XXUBOTHHIE, ¥ HHUX €CTh MO3C.

— ¥ Bcex XHBOTHHIX €CTh MO3I, jaXe Yy NPUMHTHBHOTO X€COTCaHa
Bpoje 3Toro. — CTaajiaH mocTydaja U0 OPYIKHIO, BUCEBIIEMY Y Hee
Ha njeye.— Ho XecorTcaH He onaceH, ecau ¢ HAM NpaBHJIbHO 06pa-
warthest, a ota onacHbl. Cefyac, eclH JKenaells, B3MISSHA Ha HEro
nobsnuxe, Kak BHAHIOL, ¥ HEro MHOrO Mexa 3Jecb HAa BepuIdHe
TeNd, BOKpyr roqosel. Ho ectb m Apyrod Mex, He NpUHAANCKAUMH
cymiecTBy, a ToJbKo oOepHyTHIfi BOKpyr Hero. Kpome Toro, oo
HOCHAO CYMKY, a B Heil § Hallna BOT 3TO — HeOOJBIUOH KYyCOK
KaMHA ¢ ocTpuM KpaeMm. CMmoTpn, 3Ta oKpyXKamowas ero uikypa
CHAMAaeTCs, H CYNIECTBO OKashiBaercs Ge3 mexa.

— 310 cameu! — 3akpHuuaga Baiinru. — Cavell MEXoBOro CyLICCTBA
co cjabpiM RPHMHTHUBHBIM MO3TOM, KOTOPBIH, OJAHAKO, JOCTATOUHO
Aep30K, YTOGEl yrpoxaTb HaMm, HiAaHaM. Tak 4TO TH XOoTeNna cKa-
3aTh MEe? UTo 3Ty Ge306pasHbie TBAPH ONACHLl AJIS Hac?

— §1 ypepena B 3ToM, BaBintu. Ho Tel— 3ficTan u ofiHa H3 TeX,
KTO NpHHMMaeT pellieHus. Sl mpocto pacckasala © TOM, YTO BHU-
fena, U NoKasana To, uTO Hallia, ’

BaliuTh 3a:kKana ocTpHe KaMHs MeXAY HafibliaMH ¥ CMOTpeNa Ha
tpyn. Ilpomsio Hemano BpemeRH, NpCKAC 4YeM OHA 3arcROPHIE
CHOBA.

— §1 Beplo, 4TO 3TO BO3MOXKHO, UTO Aaxe yCTO30y MOTYT HMETh
MaJylr TOJIMKY MHTeaJeKTa M XuTpocTH. Hampumep, Hamin JIOAKH
MOHMMAIOT HAllM KanpH3H. Y BceX XKHBOTHBHIX €CThL MOS3T, H, CKa-
MEM, DHTHCEHATd MOMKHO HAyyHThb HCKaThb [IHMWY B Boxe. B 3roil
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AUKO# wacTH MHEpa, Takofi Aanekoft OT HalIero JoMa, BO3IMOXKHBEI

caMbleé CTPAHHBIE BElH, H BOT OHH HauaJH IPOHCXOAMTL. ¥ He
HiNaHE KOHTPOJHMPYIOT HX H PYKOBOAAT UMH. I[l0ITOMY BHOJHE
BO3MOXHO, YTO HEKOTOpHE BHAMW MJEKONHTAINUX AOCTHIVIM Onpe-
AeJeHHOM OUBBJAM3aUHH. JOCTATOUHO HaHTH KYCOK KaMH H Ha-

yuHThCH yOHBaThL HM. [la, 3T0 Bo3MOXHO. HOo OHE JOJIKHBEI OCTATHCH
B CBOHX AXKYHrisx, yOuBas u noepas Apyr aApyra. OHu olmHOAHCH,
pelllHB RABHI'aThcsl BHepes. DTH CaMHBl JKHBYT KaK DApasHTH H
K ToMy xe ybuam Hamux camuos. OTciofa fACHO CJAEAYET, YTO
AOMKHE clieaTh MB. MHB NOMXHEI HAATH HX A YHHYTOXHTH BCEX
o ofnoro. ¥ Hac HeT BWOOpPA, €CNU MR XOTHM, 4TOGH Hall ropof,
ocraacs Ha atoM fepery. MoxeM MH cAesaTh 3TO?

— Joaxun. Ho nyxHO #ATH Bcelt cunoi, cobpas Bcex csoﬁo;mblx
B ropojie. Ml BOOPYXHTb BCeX XeCOTCAaHAMH.

— Ho Tu rosopusa, 4to HX GHJIO BCETO UYETBEPO, CHSAOBATENBLHO,
TENepb OCTAJOCH TOJBKO TPOE.

Ona eme He XOHUHJA ¢(pa3y, KaK B €e yMe MEJbKHYJa T4 XKe
MBICJb, UTO NpHiina B ronosy CraaiaH, KOrja Ta HaTKHyJAach Ha
HeOOJBUIYI0 TPYyNOY, ABHIAIOIMYIOCH HA CEBEp.

-— Moryr GuiTh U apyrue? Bosee MHOTOYHCJAEHHbIE?

— Joaxnbl GHTh. STH HECKOABKO HABEpHAKA YULIH OT OCHOBHOM
IPYNnE N0 KakuM-To npuuxHam. Cefiluac oHM BoO3Bpaulaiores, f
B 3TOM YyBepeHa. MH ROMKHK coOpaTh CHABl H HaATH HX
BCEX,

— Hakt 1 y6ute. §1 oTaaM npHKas, TaK 4TO MHE CMOXEM OTIpa-

BHTBCA O4eHb CKOPO.

— Ilo-moeMy, ayullle He JABHTATBCA JIHEM, NOTOMY u4To Hac Gyaer
mMHoro. Ec/lu MB BEHICTYNUM Ha pacceBeTe, B3SB TOQJABKO XOPOLIO Ka-
KODMJeHHuE W OBICTPOXOAHbLIE JOAKH, TO JIErKO HZCTHTREM HX, I10-
TOMY 4TO OHH jBHraiorca meniento. [Tocneayem 3a HuMH H HafizeM

OCTaJIbHBIX.

— U mepepexeM, KaK OHH Nepepe3asu HalUIKM CaMIOB, JTO XOpoO-
wui maas, OTHeCUTE 5TO CYWECTBO Ha aMGecell, MyCcTh BCE MOCMOT-
par. Ham HyXHbn TpPOAYKTH H CBEXAad BOJA HAa HEeCKOJBKO JHeH,
yTOOH HE OCTAHABJHBATBCS.

®apru OHAH CPOYHO OTIPABJISHH BO BC€ YacTH ropoAa C MpPHUKa-
30M — BCeM IpaxKRaHaM sIBUTbcA B ambecen, u cKopo cobpasack
oTpoMHasi ToAnma. I'meBHH# ponoT MoAHHMAaics OT Mace uhaaHOB,
TOJIKABHINX H TECHHBIUHX APYT APyra B CTPEMJEHUH YBHAETH TEJNO.
Korza Bafiutu Bomna B ambecell, ee ocraHoBHaAa Mkemena.

— Ha neckonbKo caos, 3icTan..,

~— HenpuaTHOCTH ¢ HANIXMH NMUTOMUAMH? -— C BHE3aIHHM CTPAXOM
cnpocuna Bafuta. Vikemenp, ee sdeksene, Oua Ha3HaueHa Ha
BaXHHIH NOCT B OXpaHe H MpHcMaTpHBajia 3a camuamu. I[locae
KPaTKOro pacciefoBayds OuIM 06HADYKeHH HENOCTATKH B CHCTeMe
KOHTPONIl NPEXKHEro OMeKyHa, IpHBeAllero K cMepraM Ha Gepery.

Onexyn saGonena u yMepna, Xoraa DBalHTH Jumdaa  ee

HMeHH.
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— Her, Bce xopomo. Ho camum mpocammanu o6 y6uroMm ycrosoy
H XOTSAT BHAETH er0. MOXHO paspeliurtsh AM 3107

— Koneuno, oHn yxXe He getH. Ho nycte npuxozsar, xoriza sce
KOHUHTCA — HaM He HYKHB HCTepPHKH.

Hremenn Grita He efAHHCTBEHHOH, ofpatuBilefica K Baituta. ura
OCTaHOBHJ2 e€e ® He ymaa. XOT9 OHa T©pHKasaja ei yaa-
JIATBCH.

~— 1 cammadna, yro y Te6a ecTh NJAH NpPecaeAOBAHHS U HCTPel-
JIeHHA yCT030Y.

— D70 Tax, CeroAHs A cAejal0 oHIKANBHOE COOBILEHHE.

— Ilpexne 9eM TH cAendelllb ero, Belcayllaéi MeHf, 1 He Mory
nopaepxkaTh Tebs, W HHKTO 3 [ouepedt JKusHH He MOXKeT, 3TO
TIPOTHBOPEYHT TOMY, BO YTC ME! BepUM. MH He MOXeM y4acTBOBATH
B 3TOM ybuBcrse. DTH CylleCTBa He 3HAIOT NOHATHA <CMEPThb», H
HeJb38 YHHYTOXATb HX 3a 3T0o. Mu yGuBaeM, KOrfa HaM HYXHO
ecTh, BO BCEX APYTHX ciryuasx y6uicrso sampemeno aas Hac. Te-
1Iepb TH MOHHMAEIL, YTO MB HE MOXEM...

— Monugu! Ter goaxHa Jenath BCe, 4TO H NPHKAXy. Bee mpoume
JekicTBHA OYyAYT H3MEHOH.

— To, 4To TH HasWpBaellb H3MeHON, MbBl Ha3HBaeM yBaXKeHAEM
K HM3HH, — XOJOJHO OTBeTHIAa IHIH. —Mmu He OyAeM NOMOrarb
BaM.

— §1 Mory npuka3aTe yOMTb Bcex Bac.

— Jla, Tl MOXemllp cTaTh yOHALEH, HO moToM Tefs 3amydaeT uyB-
CTBO BHEH. -
—~ Huxaxoft BHHB, TONBKO rHeB. M1 HeHaBHCTh, 4TO MO 3deH3ene
npegaer cBow pacy TakuMm cnocofoM. S me mory yGuTh Bac, mo-
TOMY 4TO Bally Tela HYXHH AJA% Taxenod paborhl. IToxa mut He
BEpHEMCH, TBOH JUOAM OYAyT CKOBaHH BMecTe, H TH Oynemlb INpH-
KoBaHZ X HHMM. ¥ Tebs Her Gojrniue ocobofi npusuiaerdd. fI orpe-
‘Kaiocb ot Tefs Kak oT cBoefi adenzense. Tu Oypemn paboraTh
¢ HHMM ¥ yMpemlp BMecTe ¢ HUMH. [IpoKasiTHE W HEHABHCTH 3a
H3MEeHY — BOT TBOSA CyAbOa.

7

Keppuk cuzesa #Ha ceoeM OGBIUHOM MecTe Ha HOCY JOJAKYH, MOAIEp-
XKHuBasg oroHb. [IpaBza, 370 OHJO SaHATHE AA% MAJbUHKA, 4 €My
XOTeJIOCh TPEeCTH BMecTe ¢ ApyruMH. Amaxact paspemua Keppuky
nonpofoBaTh, HO BECAO OKa3aNOCh CJAMIIKOM BENMKO AJs HEro.
Cefiyac OH HaKJOHHJCA Brepel W THAAET CKBO3b TYMaH Ha Mope,
HO TIOYTH HHYEro He MOr pa3jH4uTh. MOpPCKHE NTULH, HEBHJUMHE
B TyMaHe, IPDHYHTAAH rAe-To Bnepefd. Tonbpko ylaps Haberamomux
cJeBa BOJH YKa3hIBaJH OXOTHHKAM Hanpasjenue. B apyroe Bpemd
OHH AOXAaNHCh GBI, NOKA TYMaH MOJAHHMETCHA, HO He ceropusd. [la-
MATh 0 XaCTHae, yTalleHHOM B BOAY, Onia cauilkom csexa, Cef-
yac OHH ABHTAJHCH TAK OHICTPO, KAK TOJNLKO MOTJH: BCEM XOTENOCH
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3aKOHYHTH 3TO nyTeiliecTsue. KeppHK NOHIOXAA BO3AYX, MOAHAA To-
JOBY M CHOBA NPHHIOXAJCH.

— OTell, — OKNHKHYJ OH, — 5 YYBCTBYIO ABIM.

— OT0 ABIM OT HAUIEFO OTHA H OT MAca, — cKasana AmaxacT, Ho
BCe XK€ HayaJ TPecTH ewe 4yTh-4yThb Guicrpee. Morsa Jau camMmazn
OBITh TaK BJAH3KO?

— Her, 310 ne crapmiit anim. Ho cBexuit, serep ayer cnepe;m
W npucaymafica x BoNHAM, pa3Be OHH He APYrHe?

Tax ono u 6bw1o. OTHOCHTENBHO ABIMA MOIJH BO3HHKHYTB COMHE-
HHS M3-3a UX [POJBIMJAEHHBIX WIKYp K Msica, KO ¢ BOJHAMH Bce
6pl10 Hraue. ORM cTaaH caafee W yMeHbINAJHCh 32 HUMH. Ha 6e-
pery Gonbilioli pekwu, TaM, Ie OHAa Brajala B Mope, Obd pasbHTHI
najJaTKy caMMmaj. _

— IIpasbre kK Gepery! — npukazan AmaxacT, pe3sko HaKJOHASCH
HaJl CBOMM BECJIOM.

He6o wayano cBersers, Tyman pacceuaanca Kpome npoH3urens-
HBHIX BONNeH 4Yaex cTaJH CJHABWHbI KPHKH 3eruuH. CHAesliune
B JIOAKE 3aKpHUaJH B OTBET.

CKBO3L TyMaH, elle JemaBIH#i GAH3KO OT WOBEPXHOCTH BOJAH, HO
NOAHUMABUIHHCH Bce OBICTpee M OHICTpee, NPOLSALIBAJO COJHIE.
¥Yxe coBcem HejganeKo 0w Oeper, W XKIAYLIUE UX falaTKH, U XKap-
KHE OrOHb— BCH XOpOllIoc 3naKoMas cymartoxa Jgareps. Jloaxy 3a-
METHJIM, JIOAH BHICHIIANH W3 NMAJAaTOK W OCTAHOBHAHCH Y CaMOH
Boas. Kro-ro pajocTHO 3aKpHyan, W ¢ Ayra, rAe nacjHCh MacTto-
AOHTH, AoHeccss OTBeTHHIE peB. OHu G AoMa.

MyXuHHBl H XKeHUINHBl BOerajn B BOAY, HO NPHBETCTBEHHBIE KPHKH
CTHXJH, KOrJa OHH COCUMTAJM HaxonAuuxcst B jaojke. Ilatepo or-
NPABHJIHCh B OXOTHHYbIO 3IKCIEAHIHIO — TOJbKO TPOE BEPHYJHCH
o6parHo, Korfia noxka zackpexeraja mo NEeCYaHOMY JHY, MHOXe-
CTBO PYK NOAXBATHJIH ee W BhITamuan Ha Geper. Hukto He roBopud
HU cJ0Ba, HO AJieT, Xena XacTHAB, NOHAB BADYT, UTO €ro HeET,
B OTYagHHH 3akpHuyasa. Ee KpHKk 6uln1 noaxsayen eHo# [lukeHa
u ero peGeHKOM.

— O06a MepTBH,— cKasan Amaxact, 4toObl cpa3y paccedTb JIOXK-
Hble HAREXKAH, YTO OCTaJbHHE CJeAYIOT no3aiu.— Huken u Xa-
ctna. OHM yxe cpeau 3ase3n. MHOrux Her B Jarepe?

— Auskoc ¥ Kaccue Ha peke, JoBar puify, — ckazana Auger.

— Tlomyure 3a HUMH, — npukaszan Amaxact. [lepenaiire, utoGut
HeMelJIeHHO BosBpamianuch. CBOpayMBafiTe nanaTkH, TPY3HTe Ha
XXHBOTHBIX — CETOAHA Mbl BHIXOJKM B TOpPHI.

Hocabimanuace KpHKY, NPOTECTYIOUINE BO3IVIACH, IOTOMY HTO HHKTO
ne OL1 rOTOB K BHe3aMHOMY yXoly. Bo Bpems aBuiKeHMS OHM cO-
fupafB sarepb KaXaoe yTpo, B AeNand 3TO AOBOJBHO JETKo, Io-
TOMY YTC PaclaKOBBHIBAJOCh TOJBKO camoe Heobxoaumoe. Ho ceil-
yac Bce Obno uHaye. JleTHH#H Jarepp y HeGoJbWIOH pexH, U
B NaJaTKax Bce ObLJIO CBaJIEHO B IMOJHOM Oecnopsilxe.

Oratup 3akpHyajd Ha HHX, M TOJOC ero Nepekphl [PHYHTAHHA
KEHUIHH:

44



— JMenafite, Kak cka3ajg AMaxacT, Wih Bceé Bbl ympere B cHerax!
Ce30H KoHuYaeTcsl, a ACpOra AJHHHAS.

AMaxacT HHuero He ckazad. 1o o0bACHEHHE HHUEM He XyXe JIO-
6oro Apyroro. Bo3MoxHO, jaxe nyullle HCTHHHOH NMPHUMHH, KOTO-
pYyic OH He MOr NOATBEPAHTh HMKAKUMH JOKA3aTeJbCTBaMHU. OnHa-
KO, HeCMOTPsi HH Ha 4TO, OH OHJ yBepeH, UTO HYXHO OHITb Hacto-
poxe. OH, OXOTHHK, 3HAJI, YTO CaM IIpeBpaTHICH B AHYb: B TeueHHe
BCErG ITOre MNpeNBAYVUIEro AHS OH YYBCTBOBaAd Ha cebe uei-1o
parasaa. Ho HAyero He BuAen, Mope Bceraa ObIO NycTo, KOrida OH
CMOTpEs Ha Hero, H BCE Xe 4To-To OBWIO, OH 3Haa 06 3ToM. O
Heé MOT 3a0BITh, KaK X4CTRJAY YTAUIHJIM B OKSaH H OH He BEPHYJCH.
Cefiyac AMaxacTy XoTesnock HocKopee co0paTh Belll, NPHBA3AThH
X Cc3afAM K MacTohoutaM H 0eXaTb npoub OT MOpPSl H TOro, uTO
cKpbiBaercs B HeM. [loka oHH He BEpPHYTCH B POAHLIC TOPBI, OH He
CMOXET 4yBCTBOBATh celR B Ge30NacHOCTH.

XoTq BCe TPYAMJAHCHL B NOTE JAHUA, CROPAYHBAHHE Jarepsd 3aHAJO
BeCb CJeAYIOWHA AeHb. AMaxacT KpH4aANl HAa JKEHIUMH H KOJOTHA
NOAPOCTKOB, eCH T¢ ABHraJuch MmeageHHo. Heserko 6vlno noxgu-
HyTb JeTHHH Jjarepb. Pas6pocaHHbIC BellH CHOCHJH B OJHO MECTO
H VKIaJAblBaJaH, iynaablaMH CKBHAA YHAKOBBIBAJIH KOP3HHLI,
OJHZKO MX He XBaTaNo, H GbLLIC MHOTrO XaJjol U mpuuuTalHi, Koraa
OH NpHKazana GpoCUTb 3Jech uacTh AoOwun. Celtuac GHINO He BpeMs
ONJIAKHBATH IOTEPH: 3TO MOXKHO cJefaTe U MOTOM.

CoJiHLIe ONYCTHJIOCH 3a XOJMBI, KOTAa OHM Oblid roToBH. He6o
6BIJI0 YHCTHIM, MOJIOLAsl JyHa OCBeliasa 3eMJai0, U AYXH BOHMHOB
OBINH APKHMM U MOTJIH YKA3SLIBATb MYTh.

MactogoHuTsl J0Mr0 He AaBanH 3anpaub cebs M OPOTECTYIOLLE MBbI-
Yaad, HO [OTOM TMO3BOJUAR MaJbudKam 3abpatbcsl Ha CBOH CIIHHBE
1 nprBsa3aTh K HAM Oodnlike wectbl. [lapa UX BosouHIach 32 KaxK-
JIBIM KHBOTHRIM ¢ 06eHX CTOPOH, 00pasysl Kapkac, K KOTOpOMYy MpH-
BsI3BBajdach nepexkjaauHa. [lajaTku U NpoJOBOJBCTBHE PA3MeECTH-
JIHCh H2 CaMO# BepIIHHE BOJOKYIL.

Keppuk cuaen Ha wmee Goabwioro OblKa, NpHBR3AaHHBIN Kak U BCe,
HO OUYeHL JOBOJIBHBIH, uYTO CaMMal YXOAHT. EMy XoTesoch OKa-
3atbesl NOLaJblLIe OT OKeaHa M CYWIeCTB, XKHByWIHX B HeM. OH Obla
eJUHCTBEHHEIM H3 BCeH caMMaj, KTO BHAeN DYKH, NORHSABLIMECS
H3 OKeaHa W TAIGUBIIHE TyAa XacThay. TeMHHe pyKH B OKeaHe,
TeMHble QUIYPH B Mope...

OH B3rasiHYyN HA MOpe, ¥ €ro NPOH3HTEABHBIH KPHK nepeKpsla Apy-
rHe r0J10Ca, 3aCTaBUB UX YMOJAKBYTh. .

M3 Beuepnero nosyMpaka NOSBUJIHCH TeMHBle CHJAy3TH, Husxne
yepHble JIOAKH, KOTOpHe H 06e3 Beces ABUTajiHCh ObICTpee, 4eM
JOAKH TaHy, NpuOmMxanuch K Gepery poBHOH auxueid. OHU He
OCTAaHOBHMIHCh, MMOKa HE ROCTHIVIH NOJOCH NpHGOs ¥ He BHIGpOCH-
JHCb Ha Oeper, HECMOTpPS HAa BOJyMpak.

Oratup GBI OKOJO BOABL, KOrJda HANAHBI BBICAJMJKCH, H MOI XO-
powro pasrasgetrb HX. O 3HaJA, KT0 OHH H 3aueM RNOXKaJOBaJH
cloAa. '
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— Mul yOuaH HECKONBKHX H3 HEX Ha Gepery...

Bauxkafiinik Mapar NOAHAA NJAHHHYIO DAJKy H CXajk ee o6eHMA
pykaMu. Yrto-To rpoMKe IeaKHYN0, 60Jb GponsHaa rpyas Oratupa,
H OH ynaJ.

Bokpyr mavaam meakath ApYrHe TaKMe XKe NAJKH, H BO3AYX Ha-
NONHUJACH KPHKAMH 6OJIH # yXKaca.

— Ouy 6eryr! — sakpuuazna BafiHta u maxnyna pykod, ykasmsas
BHEpeA, '
— 3a HuMH! Hi#kTO He Roumkew yitu!

Oua nepBol BhiCKOUMAa Ha Geper, NepBof BHCTpENUaa U NEPBOH
ybumaa ycrosoy. Cefiuac el xoreJoch yOHBaTh elne H elle.

310 6Haa He OHTBa, a M3buenue. HMinann yOuBaji# Bce KHBOE
Oe3 pasbopy: MyX4MH, XKEHUIWH, JeTed, XHKBOTHHX. B HX pagax
noteps GHJAOC HEMHOTO. ¥ OXOTHHKOB He OHIJIO BpeMeHH HAaHTH CBOH
JYKA H CTPEJH, H ORH CXBATHJMCh 3a KONbs, HO, IIpekJle ueM yche-
Ba&kH HMH BOCHOJL30BaThCs, BHICTPENH YKJAAAHBIBAJA HX OJHOTO
3a JpPYTHM.

Bcee, 9ro Moram cpenaTs Tany, npeciaegyeMbe yOuinaMH H3 Mo-
pa,— 370 Oexarth, 6exath, Mcnyraunule KeHINUMHN ¥ JeTH Gexann
MHMQ Kapy, H Macroj0HT, NIOAHAB BBEpPX TOJNIOBY, B CTpaxe 3aTpy-
6ua. Kepprk yxBaTi/csa pykamH 3a rpy6yio LIEPCTh JKHBOTHOTO,
¥TOOL TOT HE CMOT CGpOCHTb €ro, OIYCTHJACA Hg 3EMJI0 no Aepe-
BAHHOA ornobae u Gpocuics 3a CBOHM konbeM. CHABHAA pyka
yXBaTHJ/a ero 3a njae4o H J0BE€PHYJAZ KPYIoM.

— DBeru!l — npukasaa orex. — Cracaifica B xoamax!

Amaxacr NOBepHYJICH H YBHAEN, YTO QAHH H3 MYPry OEXKHT BOKpYT
MacTOAOHT2, NpHras uepes AepessHHy0 paMy. [Ipexpae uyeMm oH
ycnea BOCHOJB3OBATLCS CBOKHM OpyXHEM, AMaxaCT NPOH3HJA €ro
KONbeM M TYT e BHTALLuJ ero o6paTHo. _
Bafintu BHAesa cMepTh Gapru, ¥ XKaXjAa MeCTH 3aXBaTHJa ee.
Octpue ¢ kanawiell ¢ Hero KPoBbio KagaJoch mepes Heil, HO OHA
He orctymana, [loaHAB XecoTcaH, OHA CXaJNa €ro H HECKOJbKUMH
BRHICTpPE/aMH CBajWjia yCTO30Y, HpeXie ueM OH ycuea aofpaTbes
A0 Hee.

BafnTU He 3aMeTHAA MAaJeHBLKOrO CYLIECTBA, AaXe He NOA03pesasa
0 ero CynIecTBOBaHHH, NoKa 6GoJb He NMpoH3HAAa ee HOry. Bapeses
OT ApOCTH, OHA yAApHJA €0 TYNHM KOHIIOM XeCOTcaHa.

Pana crabro xposoToquaa 1 6onena, Ho 6Haa He OUeHb CEPbE3HOH,
3TO OHa@ onpejennsa cpasy, u 'tieB ee npouren. Cpaxexue, He/iee
BOKDYT, BHOBb 3aBJAAEN0 €e BHHMAHHEM.

OHo MOYTH 3aKOHYWJIOCh. B JXKHBHX OCTaBaJOCh BCEr0 HECKONBKO
TaHy. ATaKOBaBIlHe B3 MODA COSAMHHJNCH cefiyac ¢ TeMH, KTO 3a-
wen B peKy H Gpocuica B 60 ¢ THJA2, HCNIOJAB30BAB IpHEM, KO-
TOPHI OHA NPHMEHSIIH B MOJOAOCTH, OXOTsch B Mope. Ha cyue
oH ToXe cpaboTan Xopouo.

— HeMmepienno npexparute yGuBaTh, — NpHKasana Bahnth OaH-
XKa#med K Heid ¢apra. — Ilepeaafite 370 ApyraM. Heckoapko H3
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HUX HYXHBl MHe JKUBHMH: s Xouy OoJsbile Yy3HaTh 06 3THX Cylte-
cTBaX.

Teneps oHa NMORMMAaJd, YTO OHH OHIM BCETO JHIUL XHBOTHRIMA,
KOTOPHIE NOAb30BAJUCh OCTPHIMHU KyckKaMu Kamueil. [IpaBaa, y Hux
6b10 MogoGHe COLHAJNBHOK ODPTraHH3aLMH, H OHH JaXe HCIIoJab30-
Banu GoJiee KPYNHHX XUBOTHHIX, KOTOpHe ceiiuac 6unu anfo you-
TH, Ju6o B DaHHKe pa3Gexanuch. Bce 3T0 CBHAETEJNBCTBOBAJO
O TOM, UTO, KpoMe 3TOH rpynne, Moryr OHTh H jpyrie. Eciu sto
Tax, OHa AO/KHA 3HATh KaK MOMXKHQ Oosblie 00 3THX CYIIECTBaX.
MaJnm y ee HOT, KOTOPOTO OHA YAApHJa, WIEBeJBHYJICS M 3aCTO-
HaJ, Bafnry ogauruyna Craanas.

— Cpsixu ero, uToOsl He MOT' y6exaTe, H Gpoch B JIOAKY.

U3 xonTeiinepa, KOTOpPH# OHA HOCHAA Ha pemHue, BafiHTn jgocraaa
HECKOJIbKO JAPOTHKOB, HYXKHO OHJIO NOMOAHHTh 3anac, U3pacxoio-
BaHHHHA B 6olo, XecoTcan OB XOPOIO HAKOpMJEH H MOI' CAENATh
ellle HeCKOJAbKO BHCTpesaoB. OHa 3aTajKuBaiia HX HAaJbUEM, TOKa
3apsAgHOe YCTPOHCTBO pACUIHPAIOCH, 3aTeM NOCTABHJA APOTUKH
B HYXXHOE NOJIOMEHHE.

[TepBuie 3Be3sjbl MOABUJAHCL Ha HeGe, KpacHhe OTOMECKH 34KaTa
yracajax 3a xonMamu, [Topa 6nuo focTaBaTh B3 JOAKH miaaut. Ona
clenana ¢apru sHak NpHHECTH efl AN K yXKe 3aBepHyJach B ero
TENNOTY, KOTAa BCEeX YUEJEBIUHX YCTO30Y AOCTABHJK K Hedl.

— 310 BCE? — CHpOCUAA OHA.

— Hawu Bounn OwsIM OueHb 348, — cKasada CrannaH.— Pas Ba-
yaB yOHBaTh, OHH HE MOTJIH OCTAHOBHTBCH.

— 310 a 3Hal0 0 cefe. A B3pOC/IbIE — BCE MEPTBHI?

— Ia, Bce. DToro Majnilla 5 HAWia N[O WKypoh M uUpuUHecna
ciona. — OHa B3s1a ero 3a JJHHHHE BOJOCH H TPSXHYJAa TaK, 4TO
pebenok 3akpuzan ot §OJH.— A 3TOrO Hallla B APYIrOM Mecte, —
H OHA YKa3aJa Ha MeCAYHOrO MJafieHla, KOTODOTO BHTAIUHAN U3
PYK MepTBOH MaTepH.

BafiuTd ¢ OTBpamleHHeM cMOTpesa, kKaK CrajJlaH NMOMHOCHT K Hed
6esBoaocoe cymecTBO. MHCAb 0 TOM, 4TO €f DPHAETCS NPHKOC-
HyTbCSl K 3TOMy IXHBOTHOMY, BH3Bana y DBaHHTH oTBpamueHue.
Onnako oHa Grita 2ficTak W JOMKHA OHJIa yMeTh AeJaTh BCE, YTO
MOTYT flenarte ApyrHe rpaxjane. Ona MeNdeHHO BHTAHyNa ofe
PYKH W B3fJ1a W3BHBalomeecs cymecTBo. OHO OBLIO TEMJABIM, Teliee
niaia, nouty ropaunM. Ha MrHoseHHe ee oTBpamieHue ocaafeso.
Koraza e oHa Bo3BpamiaJjga MaajeHna o6paTHO, TOT OTKPHIL Kpac-
HHP H Ge3syOHil poT, 3axHblKaa B o6auya pyKy BahuTu ropsaged
xuakocThio. [IpexxHee yAOBOALCTBHE OT TENJIA CMEHHJIOCh BOJHOR
6pesrJUBOCTH, H OHa H30 BCel CHJB yfapHAa cylectso o 6nu-
xaiimni sanyy. IMorom Gbictpe Hampasuiack K BoAe, 4Tolb o6-
MHITBCH, @ OTTyAa ofpatunack k Craanas,

— Droro Aosoabno. [lepesali oCTAaJABHHIM: NYCTh BO3BPANIAIOTCS
K JIOJIKaM, BO CHauaJja yOeasaTcs, UTO XKUBBIX Her.

— Br0 yxKe cAeiaHo, BHCOuaias. Bce MepTBH. 310 KOHeN.
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— Koren? — Baitutu aymana of 3TOM, onycKas CBOM PYKH B BOAY.
Koneu sau 310? BMecTo yA0OBJNeTBOpeHHR OT HOOeAn OHA UYBCTBO-
BaJjia TAyXylo TOCKY M pacTepaHHoOcTb. KoHel Jin uian Hayamgo?

8

DHI'H LlTa BAOAb CTeHbHl H [PUCAOHMJIACh K Hed, MNOYYyBCTBOBAB -
'TEflJIC OT CBETHNAbHHMKA. XOTH COJHIE B30OLLJIO, B TOPOAE €llle coxXpa-
HHJICA HOYHOH XoJI0A. BOKPYr Hee pacTeHHs] K XHBOTHHe AJble-
caka XKUJH NOJHOK XU3HbID, HO 370 OBLJIO E€CTECTBEHHO, W OHa He
ofpamwana Ha HHX BHHMaHM#. Ilox ee Horamm wejecTes HOKpPOB
CYXHX JHCTbEB, B KOTOPHIX KONOMIMJHCH KYKH H ApPYy[HE HACEKo-
mble. Bce BOKpyr Asurajoch B NpeJABKYUIEHMH HaCTYMAIOILEro AHS.
Bricoko BBepXy cosHLE yXKe CBepKaJo Ha JUCTHSX AePEeBbeB M MHO-
I'HX APYIHX DacTE€HHH, COCTABJMIOIIMX 3TOT XKHBOH rOPO.

Ona Juru 310 Bee GBLIO TaK €CTECTBEHHO, KaK BO3AYX, KOTOPHIM
OHa JAHaNa, H GOrATCTBO NepeIvIeTeHHHIX H 3aBHCALIRX APYr OT
Apyra xusHeHHHX ¢opu. [Topost ona Aymana o6 3TOM, HO CEroMHS,
nocAe TOTO, YTO OHA YCHBIaja, 370 GbUI0 TPYAHO. XBacTaThCH
ybuiicteom aApyroro BuAa! OHa aoaro pasroBapHpaja ¢ 3THMH
HAUBHBIMH XBACTyRaMH, OOBSICHAA HM CMBICJ XXH3HU H CTApasch
N0Ka3aTh Yiac UPECTYyIVIeHHdsl, KOTOPOe OHH COBeplWHIH. JKH3Hb
ypaBHOBeillHBaJla CMepTh, KaKk MOpe YpaBHOBelIHBaJo Hebo. Ecau
DHH HaudHAlOT y6HUBATH XH3Hb — OHU YOKBAIOT cebs.

Burmauve JKru npHBAexJia OXHa M3 Hapru, mo Beell BHAKMOCTH
CMylIEHHAd ee CTaTycOM H He 3HAIoUlaf, KaK K Hefl o0paTHThes.
Monoaas ¢apri 3Hana, yro DHrH OnNa OZHON M3 BBHICOuYaHLIHX,
OAHAKO 3amsACTbA ec cefivac GBUIH CKOBAaHBI, KAK y HH3mnx. He Ha-
XOASl CJIOB, OHA PEIlUa KOCHYThCA DHTH, 4TOOB! 3arCBOPHTb ¢ Hed
1 HepeaTh PacnopsKeHHe BaltHTH.

— Jiictau xouer, 4TOGE TH NpHIUAa K Hell cefiMac, — cKasala
thapru.

Koraa nosBanace JHru, BalluTh cnaena Ha cBOeM MeCTe, CcAesaH-
HOM M3 XKHKBOTO CTBOJIAa ropoackoro Aepepa. Ha crtBose nepen Heft
cHieny 3aNOMHIaAbHHUKH, H OfHH H3 HHX, ¢ YCHKAaMH HajJ BBICOX-
LIHMH FJIa3aMH, yOdpalcsa HMH B CKAAAKY KOXH YryHKLIaa —- JuK-
TOpa-AeMOHCTPATOPa. YTYHKIAA YTO-TO TOBOPHJ, a €ro opraHuye-
CKHe MOJIeKyJsAPHBIE JHH3bl MepLaJi, MoKasbBas yepHo-Oesnic Kap-
THHBI XKH3HH HilJlaH, KOTOpHe NepefaBajH €My 3aNOMHUHAJbHHKH.
Ba#inTy Mosiwa chymiana yryskimaa. Korpa nosiBUnach JHrH, 0Ha
B35J1a €O CTOJI4 KaMEHHBIH HAKOHEUHHK KOIBA.

— Tlopo#inu, — npukaszana oHa, ¥ DHCH NOBHHOBaJach. BaliHTH
cxaJa KaMeHHOe Jie3BHe B PYKe H mOJHsA €ro. JHrd He ApPOrHYJa
H He OTCTYNHJAA, H TOorAa BafiHTd cxBaTHIa ee 3a pyKy.

— Tubl He Gonuibea? — ckasaaa oHa. — Jlaxke BHASA, KaK OCTEp 3TOT
KycOK KaMHs? OH HHUYTh He XyXKe HaluHX CTPYH-HOXef.

Ona B3MaxHysna MM —H CBsI3aHHbIE PYKH JHIH CTaln CBOGOMHHI.
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DHI'M OCTOPOXHO MOTepAa KOXKY B TeX MECTaX, rie Hauaaoch pas-
JpaxeHHe OT OKOB.

— Tul ocBoGOX Aaellb BceX Hac? — COPOCHA OHA.

— He 6ynp rakoit xkapHoH. Tonbko Tebs1, HOO MHE HYXKREB TBOW
3HAHHS,

- ] He 6yay nomorars tefe yOHUBATDL,

— B 3TOM Her HeoGX0AMMOCTH. YOUHCTBA 3aKOHYHAHCH, — B pas-
BBl MoMeHT BafiHTH caMa AyMana Tak, XOTA 3Haja GOJblIe, FeM
ropopHaa BeayX. Ona 6bla npaBAHBa B CBOHX BHCKA3BIBAHUSX.
CaMo NoHATHE «IOXb» 6HN0 el yyxKAo. TpyAHO JAraTh, KOrja Kax-
Joe JABMKEHHe Tejla BWAaeT npasay. Jlsis HANaH eAMHCTBEHHLIM
CIoCOBOM COXpPAHHTh CBOH MBICJH B TaliHe OHJO Moauarue. BahinTn
BJajieJa TAaKOTO pOJa TAKTHKOfl H BOCNOJAb30BajJach e cehyac,
MOCKOJIbKY HYXAAJAaCh B NOMOLLH JHIH.

— ¥ Hac moaBHJOCh BpeMs A HaOnoxenus. Moxeiub Tal H3YyUATD
HX H3BIK?

— Toul ®e 3Haews, 4yeM A 3aHHManack ¢ Minecneh. $1 Gena ee
nepBOH yyeHHLEH.

— T[leppof u ayumefi. [Ioka ruHab He HCMOpTHAA TBOH Mo3sr. Kak
s IOMHIO, TH JeJajla MHOXKECTBO IVIYIOCTeH: cledufia 3a CHOCO-
GaMu OOIEHHS MOJOAENH W JaxKe IMPUCAYIIHBAJNACh K CcaMmiam.
3T0 BCErAa CTABUJAO MEHS B TYNHK: HY UEMY MOXHO HAYYHTbCs
Y 3THX TAYOHX XHBOTHHIX?

— ¥ Hux 6nnu cnocolm lieperopapuBathes APYr ¢ ZpPyroM Ha pac-
CTOSIHHH, CIOCOBHOCTD O-PA3HOMY CMOTPETh HA BElIH...

— 51 roBopio He 06 aTOoM. MeHs HHTepecyeT, 3aueM OBJIO YYHTBCH
sroMy. Kakas paznuua, Kak ropopiT Mex Ay coboll Apyrue?

— 310 0ueHb BAXKHO. ¥ HAC €CTh f3HK, H, 3afbiBasi 3TO, Mbi CTa-
HOBHUMCS He JIy4Ile XUBOTHBIX. MHCIH Bpoje 3T0H U NPUBESH MEHs
K BenUKOH YryHeHalce U ee YYCHHIO.

— Te nocrynmna OH ropasjio yMHee, IpPOAOJKAs 3aHUMAThCA
U3y4YeHHeM A3hIKa. JT0 H3baBuao Obl Tebs OT HenpuatHocred. Te
U3 Hac, YTO CTAHYT HHJNAaHaMH, JOKHH YUHTLCA TOBOPHThL 110 Mepe
pocra, ¥ 310 akT, HHaye HH Thi, HH 5 He OblIM OH 3%eck. Ho Mo-
TYT JH HAYYHTBCH IOBOPHTH MOJOAbIE? DTO NPEACTABJAACTCH MHE
rIynofl W HeBWHONHEMOH Hieel. CKaXXu, BOIMOKHO M 3T0?

— [Ha, BO3MOXHO, — CKasaja JHTH,— B s caMa jelaja 370. JTo
He OUeHb JIErKO, HO caMble MOJOAHE HHUEro He XOTAT CAyliaTh, HO
s jgenana 3T0. §1 nonn3oBajack METOAMKOH oOyueHHs, KOTOPYO
NPHMEHAIOT BOAHTENH JOMAOK.

— Ho noaku mouTH Tak Ke CAYNH, KaK H naamy. Bee oHu moryr
HAYYHTHCH NOHMMATh TONBKO HECKOJNBKC KOMaHJ.

— Meroauka ofydyeHus Ta Xe camas.

— Xopomo,— cKkaszasa BafHTH K TpPOJAOMXKHUAA, OCTOPOXKHO MOA-
6upas caoBa.— 3HAUHT, TH MOXeIb HAYIHTh JXMBOTHOE NOHHMATH
U rOBOPHUTL?

— Her, =e TOBOPHTh, & TOJbKO MOHKEMATb HECKOJBKO npocTeHIIHX
KOMaHA, ecIM y Herc AZOCTATOYHO pa3puThil Mosr. Ho aas pasro-
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Bopa 7Tpebyercss roJOCOBOH anmapatr u crennduueckue obaacTn
MO3ra, KOTOPHIX Y XHUBOTHBIX HeT,

— Ho a caniwana pas3roBapuBAKMKX XKHBOTHHIX.

— He pasrosapuBawlikx, a NOBTOPAIOIMX 3BYKH. IITHUB ToXe
MOTYT ZeJaTs 3TO.

-— Her, # amena » smay pasropapusaiomux. O6WA0WHXCA ApPYyr
C ApYToM.

— 3TO0 HEBO3MOXHO.

—~ 51 TOBOPIO O KHUBOTHBIX, NOKPHTHEIX MexoM. O MepaKHX yCTO30Y.
ODHrH HaKoHel Hauasa MOHEMATh, O YeM TOBOPHT BafHTH. '
— Jla, Koreyno. Ecau y 3THX CyecTs €CTb UPH3KAKH HHTEANEK-
Ta ~— 4 HCNOJbL3OBAHWE IPHMHTUBHOTO OPYANA NOATBEPKAALT 3TO, —
noueMy OBl HM He T'OBOPHTb APYr ¢ ApyroM? TH casiiiaja, KaK OHY
rOBOPUJA?

— Ha, 1 TH MOXellb yCARIUATb, €CJAH 3axodews. JBoe W3 HHX
3jiece, y Hac. — BafinTn nogoseana npoxoausmyio ¢apra. — Haiau
oxoTH¥Ka Crainas H Nepelad, HYCTh HEMEAJNEHHEO NPHAET CIOAA.
~— Kax noXuBalOT XKHBOTHHE? — crpocusia Bakutu, korpa Crau-
JIaH MOSIBHAACh.

— 51 BHIMBUIZ HX, MOTOM OCMOTpeaa noBpexJeHHd, CHHSKH, He
goaniie. Kpome Toro, £ y6paaa TOT OTBPATHTE/BHBIY MEX ¢ HX
roqoB. To, 4To KpynHee, caMKa, TO, 4yT0 MeHblse — camen. Onu
NbIOT BOMY, HO He €/AAT HUMEero W3 TOro, 4T0 MH MM TpeAjaraem.
Tebe HYXHO OHTL OCTOPOIKHOH, €CAM Te XO4ellb NPHOJMSHTLCA
K HUM.

— $I ne cobupatoch 3TOrO AesaTh, — COJPOTHYNAaCh OT OTBPALICHUSA
BahuTy. — 310 DHIM X0UeT NOCMOTPeTh Ha HHX.

CrannaH NoBepHYJAach K HeH,

— DBce BpeMs fAepxH HX B IoJie 3pEHHS! M HHKOrJa He NOBOPAayu-
BalcA CNMROH K NHKHM KHMBOTHbIM, MalleHbKHil KycaeTcs, KpoMme
TOTO, Y HHX €CTh KOFTH, H 1 AJA §e30nacHOCTH Bce BPeMS$ CBA3H-
BAIO HX.

~— 51 cpenal Tak, KaK Thl FOBOPHIIb.

— W ewe opHo,— ckazana CraanaH, cHAB ¢ UepeBsAsH HeGOIbLIOR
MeIloK, — Koraa s 4HCTHAA KHMBOTHBIX, TO Halllja 5Ty Bellb Ha
mee y camua.— Ona nojoxuna nepexs BaiiHTd Ha cTON MasneHb-
Ui npenmer. ,

310 GBIO 4YTO-TO BpOAE J€3BHs, CAEAaHNOro H3 Merajna. Ha op-
HOM KOHIle €ro OBLIO IpPOCBEpJIeHO ortsepcTHe. BaHHTH OCTOPOXKHO
KOCHYJ4Ch eT0 NAJbIEM.

— OHo THIaTeNbHO OyHIeHO, — 3aMeruna CranJan.

Bafutu B34sa €ro U ocMOTPenaa - BOAH3H.

— He mory norsTh, rie XHBOTHHe HAlUJH 3TO, — CKAa3aia OHA.
— W K10 310 cmenan? Ortkyna s3ar meraan? He nuitafica MeHd
y6eauTh, yTo OHA yMewT JAo6uiBaTh ero.— OHa InpoBesa Xpaem
no csoei xoxe — Boofme He octpoe. UTo 31O MOXeT 3Ha-
QUTh? '
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- Hukro He oTBETHA HA 3TOT TPEBOXKHBIH BONPOC, Ja OHA U He XKAana
atorc. BaRuTH nepefaja KyCcOK MeTadaJa JHTH.

— Emxe ogHa Taliga, KOTOpyl TebGe NPHAETCS PacKpHTh, KOTAa Thi
HAyYHIIbCSA MOBOPHTD C HAMH.

DHTH OCMOTpeJsa NPeAMET X BepHYJa ero o0patHo.

— Korza a MOry yBUAeTb HX? — CIIPOCHJIZ OHA.

~— Cefiuac, — oTBeTHa Ba#iHt ¥ cpeaana swak Craamau. — [po-
BOAM RAC K HUM,

Craajsan noseja HX KOpHAOpaMU ropoAa K BHICOKOMY, MpauHOMY
npoxody. ChenaB 3HAK COXPAHATH MOJyaHde, OHa OTKphIJIA JIOK,
HOMEIieH bl B CTEHE, ¥ 4yepe3 MOABHBIUeecs oTsepcTHe BaiHTH
¥ ORIM YBHRENH KOMHATy, B KOTOPYIO BeJa THKejas 3aneyaTaH-
Rast Asepb, Jpyrax oTBepcTHil He ORLIO, M TOABKO Uepe3 KpPYyIJbiH
HWJIIOMHHATOP BHICOKO BBEDXY COUHJCS caalHIil cBeT.

JBa OTBpaTHTEJNbHBIX MAJEHbKHX CyLIeCTBa JeXadd Ha Noay. 310
. OplaM yMeHbIUERHBIe KONHH H3YBEYEHHOro Tpyna, Kotopuit Crannan
BLHICTABHJ2 Ha ofo3penue B ambeced. Mx yepena GbIAH 1oLl H NO-
Lapanagu TaM, IAe OB yJaJeH MeX. Bmecte ¢ MeXoM HCUe3au
KYCKH BOHIOYHMX UIKYp, KOTOpHE OHH 00epTHiBaAH BOKpyr cebs, u
Tenepsh GLUIO BHAHO, YTO UX TeNa NOJHOCTHW IOKPHTHL OLHONBET-
HO# BOCKOBOH XOxeH., Donee kpynHas caMKa Jexana CcnroKoiilo,
M3RaBaf NOBTOPAIIIMHACS HOIOIMH 3BYK, a caMell CHAeN BO3Jjie Hee
Ha KOPTOUYKaXx M Kak Obl THXO BOpuaJj. TaK NPOAOINKAJNOCH AOBOJBHO
JOJTO, NOKA HBTbe He NpeKpaTuaoch. Baliwtu cmenana Craanan
S8HAK 3aKPHITh JIOK.

— Ounu MoryT GhITh TOBODSILIEMH, — BO30YKACHHO CKa3aJja JHFH. —
Ho oHu oyeHr MaJio ABUramTCs, NPOM3HOCS 3BYKH, KOTOPhIE OUeHb
3alyTaHHH. JT10 NOTpefyer RQJAroro Hsyuenus. HecOMHeHHO, 2TO
HOBBIH AJIA HAC A3HIK, SI3HIK YCTO30Y, KOTOPHIH HYXHO U3y4aTb. IJTO
OTPOMHAS # BOJIHYIOU{asl HOBOCTb.

— He#erBrTensro. Hacronnko Bonnyiowlas, uTo s NPHKa3LIBAIO
refe H3Y4HTh ero, 9ToGH HMerb BO3MOMXHOCTL TOBOPHTL € HHMH.
ODHIHM 3HAKOM BBIPA3HJa CBOIO NMOKOPHOCTD.

— Tol He MOXellb NpHKa3aTb MHe AyMaTh, Jicrad. Jlaxe TBOs
OrpoMHas BJacTh He pacnpocrpaHsiercs €a Apyrofl mosr. 51 Oyay
_H3Y4aTh SI3BHIK ITHX XHBOTHBIX, NOTOMY YTQ XO4y 3TOrQ.

— loKa TH BEIIOJHAEUL MOH PACIOPSIKEHHS, MEHS He BOJHYIOT
nofyAuTesibHEIE IPHUHHAL.

— Tlouemy 7Te6e HYXHO NOHUMATb HX? — CIIPOCHAA JHIH.

BafirTy oTBeTHNIA OCTOPOXKHO, 4TOOH He PAaCKPHTbL CBOMX HCTHHHBIX
MOTHBOB. ., :
— Kax u TH, 5 cuuTal0, YTO $TH JKUBOTHHE MOTYT I'OBODHTb. THI
COMHEBaelIbCsl B TOM, 4TO 51 CROCOOHA Ha HMHTENJICKTyaJlbHBIE 3a-
 HATHA? -
— Ilpoctu 32 yepHue Mucau, Badintu. Th Bcerda Oblna nepsoi
B Hawel 3¢endypy. Korna MHe HayMHAaTh? '
— Celivac, HemeanenHo. Kak TH BoMjewlb K HUM?
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— Iloka y MeHs Her HUKaKol Haeu Ha 310T cuer. [lozBoab MHE
BEDHYThCA K JIOKY H nocaywarb. Ilocse 3Toro s yro-HHGYAb NIpH-
AyMalo. :
BafieTn MoJga OTCTynM/Ja, BechbMa JAOBOJIBHAS TeM, 4TO CAe-
Jaja.

Brito KkpaiiHe BaXXHO IpHBJAEYb ISHFH K COTPYAHRUYECTBY, ubo
ecau Obl OHA OTKasajach, APUINIOCh Obl MOCEUIATH CoOBUIEHME
B Muerfan, a notoM A0Aro MyuuTbes B OXHAAHKH, NOKa KTO-TO
Gyner nmpHCAan W 3aliMeTcs H3yuUeHHWeM ropopswiux sseped. Komeu-
HO, €CJIH OHK JACHCTBHTENBHO FOBODSIT, a HE NPOCTO H3AAWT 3BYKH.
Ba#aTtu 2ra MHpopmanus ObIa HYXHA HeMeJJMERHO, Beib BOKPYT
ropoia MorJjo ObiTh ropasio 6oJiblite 3THX CYILECTB, TASIIUX Yrpo-
3y. Eff Hyxna Onja sra wHpOpmaunusi paiu Oe30NagHOCTH ro-
pora.

Bo-MepBhX, OHa HOMKHA H3YYHTh Bce (AKTH, CBSA3AaHHHE ¢ 3THMH
CYILECTBAMH, Y3HATh, T4 U KAK OHK XKHBYT. DTO AONKEeH OHITh mnep-
BBHIf il1ar.

Bo-BTophix, Hx HyXHO yGurb. BceXx. [ToaHocTbio cTepeTh ¢ JHIA
aemau. Co Bcefl HX XUTPOCTBIO H KAMEHHBLIMH ODYAHSMH OHH GHIAH
BCEro JHIIb MXUBOTHHIMH, HO CMEPTENbHO OMACHBIMH JXUBOTHLIMH,
KoTopble 0€33KaJJoCTHO NepeOuaM caMIloB H AeTeHbineii, M 3a ato
OHU AOJIXKHBL 3alJIATHTEL JKH3IHBIO.

Iaags u3 TeMHOTH, DHrH ray6oKo 3aiyMmalachk, HaOJdIOLAs XKUBOT-
Hex. Cpasy e NOHsB CKphITHe HamepeHust BaflHTH, OHa, KoHeuHo,
AoJXKHA Obl1a OTKA3aThCH OT COTPYAHHYECTB2 M He CAEJaja 3ITOrO
TOABKO MOTOMY, YTO €e 3AXBATHJA CJOXKHOCTh JHHIBHCTHUECKON
npofJieMsl.

CTos B MOJYaliHH, OHA [IOYTH NOJAHS HAGMIOAANkA, MPUCAYIIRBAACDH
K 3BYKAM M CTapasicb MOHATb HX. XOTS OHA He NOHAAA HMUUETO U3
TOrO, YTG YCABIIAJA, y Hee NOSBHJACA TYMAaHHHH IJIaH, ¢ KOTOPOTO
MOXKHO OHIJIO HayaTb. OHA THXO 3aKpHAa JIOK H OTIpaBHJAach Ha
noMcku CranjaH.

— §1 noiay c¢ Toofi, — cka3zana oxoTHHua.— OHH MOryT OGHITB
ONacHHL. .

~— Toapko Ha OyeHb KOpPOTKOe BpeMsi. I[Toka OHH BelyT ceba THXO,
2 ROJXHa OHTh ¢ HHMH HaefuHe. T Oyjellb CTOATH cnapy}Ku,
H, €CJIM MHE YTO-TO NIOHAAOOHTCH, A Tebs NMO30BY.

HeyznepxuMas ApoXb NOKpwaa psabbio rpeGeHs JHrn, Korga Crad-
JaH OTKpHLIa ABepb H OHa WIArHyJa BHYTPb. Ts®eablil 3amax xu-
BOTHHX YAApHJ efl B HOC. OTo OBIO CAHIIKOM NOXOXE HA 3BEpPH-
Hyio GepJory, H Bce XKe pasym nobopod OTBDAIICHHE, H OHA TBEPAO
€TOsJIA, [IOKA ABEpPh HE 3aKPHJAch 3a ee CIHMHOI.

9

- Onu yOunu Mow MaTh, noroM Moero Oparta,— ckasana Hces.
Ona nepecraja yxe NPOH3UTEAbHO KPHUATh, HO IV1a3a ee OHINH Mo-
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NpeXHEMY IOJHBL cJe3, KOTOpble TeKJH Mo wekam. OHa BHTepsa
HX TBHUIBHOW CTOPOHOGH NAJZOHH, NOTOM TNoTepaa OODHTYIO TOJOBY.
— Onn y6uau Bcex,—cxasan Keppuk. OH He KpHuyan ¢ Tex mop,
K4K ero MpHHecAH B 3T0 MecTO. MoxKeT ObiTb, KEHIIHNHBl IPHBLIKAY
BCe BpeMs Kpuuatbh M npHuuMTtaTh? OHa Oblia cTapule ero Ha NATh
HJH LIeCTh JeT H BCe XKe KpHuala, KaK MaaleHel. A OH He JOJXKEH .
6b1 atoro Aenatb. OXOTHHK He JOJMXKEH KpHYaTh, 2 OH KMEHHO
oXOoTHHK. Tak Ke, KaK ero ovell, AMaxacT — BeJHKHIH OXOTHHK, HO
ceflvac OH MepTB, KaK H Bce OCTaJbHBle W3 cammad. [Ipm aTofi
MECJIH K OpJy MaJibyHKa NOJKATHJA KOMOK, HO OH CIIPaBHJICH
¢ HuM. OXOTHHK He AOJIKEH KPHYaTh.

— Onu ue yboior Hac, KeppHr? Begn oHM He AO/MXHE YOHTBH
Hac? —— cnpamusaaa Hceu.

— Ha, KoreuHo.

OHa BHOBb HayaJa XHHKAaTh M NpHKAJach K HeMy, 00XBaTHB €ro
o0enMH pyKaMH. D10 OGBJIO HENPaBUABHO, TOABKO MaJjeHbKHE AETH
KMyTes Apyr K Apyry. OaHako XOTs OH 3Hal, 4TO 3TO HelpaBHJIb-
HO, €My OblJIO MPHSITHG 4YBCTBOBAThH ee psfoM. Ee rpyau 6plad ma-
NMeHbKMe W TBepAble, H €My HPaBHJOCH NPHKAcaThCsl K HUM, HO,
KOTZa OH CAeJaN 3TO ceHyac, OHa OTTOJKHYJA €ro W TPOMKO 3a-
kpuuana. OH BCTaA H C OTBpalleHseM oTollen B cropoHy. Owna
fbla TAYNoOH, u OH He Jiobua ee, OHA HHKOrZa He TOBOPUJIA C HUM
JO TOro, Kax WX NMPUHECIH B 3TC MECTO, HO Tenepb, KOrAa HX ocra-
JOCh TOJBKO JBOe, HJjlsl Hee Bce H3MeHHJock. Ho Hxe Aas Hero.
Belio 6b1 Topasno JAyglle, OKAXKHCh 3JeCh BMeCTO Hee KTO-HHOYIbL
u3 ero apyseii. Ho Bce oHM OblTH MepTBH, M3 ero camMai, KpoMme
HHX, He yueJes HHKTo. Temepb ux ouepenan. Mcenm He noumMaer
3TOr0, OHa BHyuwuja cefe, 4yTo Tenepb ¢ HHMH HHUEro He CHAYYHTCH.
OH OCTOPOXKHO OCMOTpPEJ NOMeEIeHHe, HO B 3TOH JepeBAHHOH KOM-
HaTe He OBLI0 HHYEro, 4TO MOXKHO OBLIO OB HCIONL30BATh KakK
opyxkue, U He 66 HUKAKOW BO3MOXKHOCTH GexaTh. ThIKBEL ObiaH
CHAMUIKOM Jierkue, yTo6H NPHIHHHTbL Bpej Komy-akbo, Raxe pe-
6enky. OH noaHsaa THKBY ¢ BOROH M cledaan riortox. [Iycrtolt xe-
JYAOK CYAOPOXHEO cXaacs, On 6HJ rosiofieH, HO He HACTOJbKO,
uyTo6Bl €CTh MACO, KoTopoe MM mnpuHecad. OT oAHOro B3raAsAa Ha
nero KeppHka HayuHano TOWHHTh.  OHO He GBIJIO NPHrOTOBJEHO
M B TO e BpeMst He OBIO CHphIM. OH OTTOJKHYJ ero oT cebsa u
coAporsyacs. B 3tor MOMeHT JABepb CKpUIHYJA, 3aTeM OTKpH-
J1ach.

Hcen npuxana cBoe AHIO K OCHOBAHHIO CTEHHl M 3aCKyJuJa, 3a-
KpHIB TV1a32 U He Kejas BUAETh TOTrO, KTo cefiyac Bofiger. Keppuk
OCTaNCsl CTOATh, €ro KyJakH OBUIM CXaThl H nanpsxens. OH ay-
MaJ O CBOEM KoOmbe, O TOM, u4TO Mor Obl cAenaTth, O6yAb OHO
3/€eCh. i

Ha stor pas somau gsoe mypry. OH MOr yXe BHAETb HX MpPeXAe,
a MOT H HE BHAETb. BnpoueM, 3TO He HMEJO 3HAUEHHs, OHH BCE
Ka3aJuCch OAHWHAKOBHMH. YemyhuaTele, NDHLIEBATHIE, TOICTOXBO-
CThI€, IOKPHTHIE PA3HOUBETHBIMH NATHAMH, ¢ 3THMH 0e300pasubiMH
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ITYKaMH, TAHYOIHMHCA NO3aJH HX rofioB. Mypry 3TH XOAHaH Kak
JIO/E N XBAaTaN¥ NpeIMeTH CBOMME Ae(d0NDMHPOBAHHBIMH PYKaMH
¢ AByMsi GoablimMu nadbinamMu. Keppuy MefseHHO OTCTYNaa mo
Mepe TOrO, KaK OHH NpUOJAMKAJHCh, NOKA €O MJIEYH HE YHepJHCH
B CTEHY, H OH He IIOYYBCTBOBaJ, YTO AaJblle HATH Hekyna. Mypry
YCTaBHAMCL HAa HEro HHYEro He BLIDAXKAIIHMH TIJa3aMu, U OH
CHOBA HOAyMaJ O CBoeM Konbke, OAHH W3 HHX LIEBEABHYJCS, H31a-
Ba% NPH 3TOM MAYKAIOILHE 3BYKH. '
— Onn yxe noeau rue-uabyab? — cnpocuna Jurn. Crangau chue-
Jaja 3HaK OTPHUAHHS W yKa3aja HA TEIKBH.
— 2T0 Xopowee MsCO, 06paboTAHHOE SU3UMAMH M I'OTOBOE K YIIO-
Tpebaeruw. Ho OHH MOryr OHTh BCesfAubIMH. ME Mano 3HaeM 06
#X npusnigkax. IIpunecs uM $pyKkTOB. v
— ¥ He Mory ocTaBBTb Tebs 3Aeck OAHY. BafiHTH NHYHO NpHKa-
3ana MHe oXpaHAThL Tebs. — B cnoBax oxoTHRHM OHA cTpax, Belb
OHAa MPOTHBOpEUM/A TPHKA3y.
— $1 cama MoOry 3amuTuUTh ce8s OT STHX MajeHbKuX cymects. Ha-
najajdy OHH Ha KOro-HuOyAb mpexne?
— Toabko KOrfa MH NPHHECHH HX ciofa. CaMel oueHs 3i00eH, H
HaM NpRINOCh OHTH €ro, NOKa OH He Nepectas CONPOTHBJIATHCS,
Boabille oH 3TOF0 He Aenaer.
— 3HauuT, 7 B GESONACHOCTH, K TH BHNOJHWAA CBOM MHCTPYKIHH.
A cefigac nogyHHANCA MHe.
Y Craanar #e 6wnuio BHOOpa. OHa BHIUJA HEOXOTHO, HO OHICTpO,
DHrH MOMYa XKAana, Hua cnocol obmeHust ¢ cymecrBamu. Camka
No-NpeXHeMy JeXana AHLOM K CcTeHe, H3[aBas NUCKJIUBBIE 3BYKH,
MaJieHpKH} caMell MosyaJ, HeCOMHEHHO TAKOil Ke TAYINbIH, KaK BCe
camipl. Ona nojonuia, B3sla CaMKy 3a IJIEY0 ¥ IEPEBEpHYJa ee.
Cronymuil 3BYK cTaj rpoMue, H BAPYT pe3kas GOMh NDOH3KJIA PYKY
Sury. _
3y6B MaJbIIA BOH3HNHCH €ff B KOXY, M NMOTEKAd KPOBh, JHCH 3a-
peseaa or Goau M ynapssaa camua o6 noa. TOT BeIpBaJcs H IO-
NOJ3 B CTOPORY, a OHa Mocjaexosana 3a HUM. ITotoM ocTaHoBHJAcCh,
YYBCTBYSA CBOIO BHHY.
~ Mu BHHOBATH, — CKa3alla OHA, W THeB ee mouiea Ha yOHIb. —
Mu ybuau Bcr Bally cTaw. Ho sbl ne ZOMKHEL BHHUTB HAC
B 3TOM. — OHa notepsa GONBHYIO PYKY, TOTOM B3IVISHYJAZ Ha SIPKOE
NATHO KPOBH HA JIAJOHH. OTKpHJIaCb ABepb, H BOWIA Cranxnaw,
Hecs THIKBY ¢ OPaHXKeBBIMH NMIOAZMH..
— Manesbkoe CymMecTBO YKYCHNO MeHs, — CNOKOHHO cKasana
Ouru. — OHY He SAOBUTHI?
CrassiaH LIBEIDHYJa THIKBY B CTOPOHY H HanpaBHJach K HCH B3rns-
HyTh Ha paHy. Ilotom nogsana cXarwil Kynak, 4yto0H yAapHTb
CheKUBIIErOCA CaMBa. JHTH OCTAHOBHJIZ ee MSTKHM IIPHKOCHOBe-
HHEM,
— Her, B 3Tom BHROBaT2 1. Tak 4T0 HacueT ykyca?
— Her, He omnacer, eci¥ XOpoilo OYHCTHTL paHy. Tefe HyXHO
nofiTd co MHOf, YTOGH A MOrJa ee o6paboraTh.
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— Her, a nogoxny smec. He xoay, 4TOGhI OMH pellHsH, gTO
ucnyrajaace. Bee 6yzmer xopouio.

Craanar BblllJa, BCeM BHAOM BbipaXas HEYIOBOJbLCTBHE, HO HH-
uero He ckasas. I1pomo coBcem HEMHOrO BDEMEHH, H OHA BEpHY-
nach, Repxa JepeBAHHWEA smuvexk. M3 Hero BHHYZA KoHTeinep
c BoAOM H HPOMBIIA YKYC, IIOTOM CHfJa NOKPHIBANO C HboGMai-
Kena M NOATOTOBHAA ero. BiaaXnHas koxa DHrR Bo3Gyauna cyue-
CTBO H OHO NPHJUINIO X Tely, YXKe HauMHA# BHAEAATh aHTHOAKTe-
PHANBHYI0 KHAKOCTB.. IloxoHune ¢ 37uM, CTaanan jgoctala H3
SIMKA ABA Y3J0BaThiX YEPHBIX KOMKaA.

— ¢ xouy obecneuynTh Bam 0€30MacHOCTb OT PYK M HOT camiud.
¥k 60JbHO OH 3J0GHH.

Maunenbkdii caMel] monHTaACH yOexath, #o CTannaH CXBaTHAa ETO
M UWIBLIPHYJIA H& NOJ. ¥NEPUIHCh KOJEHOM €MY B CIHHY H npdlep-
XKHBag OAHOH PYKOMH, Apyroi oHa B3sJa OAHH H3 KOMKOB, 06MoOTaN2
CFO BOKPYr IUMKOJOTOK €aMIa M BCT2BHJA XBOCT CYLLECTBA B €ro
coberBeHHBI poT. )KuBoTHOE pedsieKTOPHO TIOTHYJO, NPEBPaTHB
CBOE TEJO B NPOUYHOE KoJbLo. Tosabko cieaas 3te, CraajnaH orta-
IMUNA caMLlia B CTOPOHY.

~- $I ocranyes u 6yAy oXpaHsTth Teb%, — CKasaja oHa.— $1 DOMK-
Ha 310 cAenaTh. M3-3a Moelt He6peXXNOCTH TH NMONYUHAA TIOBPEXKIL-
HHE, H f1 He MOT'Y NMO3BOJUTH, YTOOK 3TO MOBTOPHJOCH.

DHIH KECTOM BBRIpA3Hia CBOe coraacHe. 3aTeM B3IJAfHYJa Ha OT-
OpOLIEHHYIO THIKBY H (PYKTH, pacchllaHHbIE NO NOAy, W yKasaJna
Ha HHX paclpoCTepTofi caMKe.

— $1 npuHecna Tebe KPYrawvle, caapkde, cbenoGrbe PpyxrH. Ilo-
BEPHMCH, K THl CaMa YBHIMILNL UX.

Hcen nporsnTenbHO 3aKpHuada, KOTAa XOJNORHBIE DYKH.CXBATHJIH
ee, rpy60 moAHAAM ¥ NPUCNOHHIN CRHHOM K crTeHe. Oma rpuisna
KOCTSILIKY CBOWX NAJbLER M BCXJMNLIBAJA, a4 BTOPOM Mapar mnojo-
wea K Hel, OCTAHOBWACY H B3AJ aneabCHH. Ero poT MeAneHHO
OTKPBIICH, FOKa3aB psAH ocTphX Genstx 3yBos. HMcen wmorsa
TOJBKO B CTPaXe CTOHATb, HE 3aMeyas, 4TO KyCaeT CBOH NAaAblH
¥ YTO KPOBE TEUET NO ee NoAGOPOIKY.

— @pyKr, — cKkazana Duru. — Kpyrawi, caagkail, cbefpobuni. Ha-
NOJHH CBOX KeAyIoK, H TeGe Oyaer xopowo. Enpa caenaer Tefs
cunsuo¥t, Hy, namafi, yuro tefe ckaszann. — CHayasa oHa NHTajzach
cOB/a3HATh €€, I0TOM HayaJa NPHKa3bBaTh: — Bo3pMu 3TOT GPYRT
¥ HeMeAJEHHO elllb ero!

Tyt oHa yBHAena KpoBb TaM, TAE CYMECTBO HCKYcaJio CBOH PYKH,
H OTBepHyJachk ¢ OTBpamenueM. ITonoxus TekBy ¢ QpPyKTaM# HA
noJ, oHa cienana CrannaH 3HaK BHATH C Heill 32 1Bepd.

— OHu 1ONB3YIOTCA NPHMHTHBHBIMH HHCTPYMEHTAMH, — CKa3saJja
3uru. — KpoMe Toro, Tel roBOpHIUB, ¥TO Y HHX eCcTh nojobmne ybe-
KUl H KPYNHBE XKHBOTHHE, KOTOPEE ClyXKaT HM.— CTajian KuB-
HyJna. — 3HATHT, OHU JOXHB 00MajaThb HEKOTOPHIM HHTEJIEKTOM.
— Ho 310 He 3naunT, YTO OHH MOTYT IOBOPHTE.



— Xopolto ckasauo, oxotHHK. Ho npeacraruM Ha MrHOBeHbe, 9TO
Y HEX eCThb S3HK, YTO OHH HCIOJB3YIOT €ro AJsl OOUeHHs Apyr
c Apyrom. 51 He pomymy, 4to6bl OflHA HeyZaua OCTAHOBHJIA MEHA...
Cwmorpy, cameny 3aasurancs! Beposartuo, nouyan ¢pykre. Myxckas
peakuus rpy6a, ero 6oabllle BOJHYET FONO/, YeM HCXOASIAA OT Hac
yrposa. Ho on eme caeaur 3a wamu... Cmorph!-— Ona nofenso
BeKpHKHYJAA. — On ecT ¢pyKTH. D10 Haw nepsuét yenex. [lo kpaii-
Heft Mepe, TeNepb MB MOXKeM HaKOPDMHTb uX. Tl BUAMIIbL, OH DPH-
Hec (GpYKTH caMKe. ANbTPYH3M O3HAUaeT Pasym.
Oznako Ctannan 310 He yGeaudo.
— JIukMe XKUBOTHHE KOPMAT CBOHMX lleTEHHI.LIeI'r'I H 7 BHAeNa, Kak
OHH 0XOTATCA BMecTe. Tax yTo 3TO He AOKa3aTENbCTBO.
— MoXer # HeT, HO f TaK NPOCTO He caaMmca. Ecan JoJgu Moryr
NOHUMATH HPOCTHIE KOMAHAB, TO TOYEMY 3THM CYUIECTBAM He Ha-
YUHTBCH [eNIaTh TO JKe caMoe?
~— Tu fyaemb yYHTE HX TaK Xe€, KaK ygaT JOAKH?
— Her. Tlonauany a aymana, 9t0 HMEHHO TaK, KO TEREpPb MHE Xo-
yercss Jo0HThCA 6O/Nee BEICOKOTO YPOBHS B3amMonoHuManus. O6y-
qas JIOAKH, KCNOML3YIOT MOOIIPEHHS M HAKa3aHWA 34 HCIOMHEHHE
TOFQ MJIM JAPYroro NpHKasa M 32 HEHCNoJHeHue ero. HempaBuabnas
peaxuus KapaeTcsi 3JEKTPOIIOKOM, NPAaBHJbHAS MOOWIPSETCH Kyc-
KOM THINM. JDTO XOPOUIO ANS APECCHPOBKH NOAOK, HO st He cobu-
pamnch APECCHPOBATb 3THX XHUBOTHHX. $I X0uy TrOBOPUTH C HHMH,
o61aTecs.
— Peub— oyenn TpyAHoe Aelo. MHorne u3 Tex, KTO NOSIBHJCS U3
MOpSl, TAK HAKOT/Za H He CMOFYT HAYIHTbCH 3TOMY.
~— Tel mpaBa, OXOTHHIA, HO 3TO BONPOC NOJOXKeHHA. MoJogexb
HCILITBIBACT TPYAHOCTH B PasroBOpe CO B3POCJLIMH, HO He 3afhl-
BaH, 4TO BCe MOJIOAEIE PA3rOBAPHBAIOT Me}my coBok, Korfa Haxo-
HOSTCS B MOpE.
~— Toraa HayuM 3THX XUBOTHHIX AETCKOMY S3BIKY. YK MM-TO OHU
JOMKHBl OBJAJeTh.
DHru yauGayI2Ch.
— Ilpomio yxe MHOrO JeT ¢ TeX NIOp, Kak A MNOJb30Bajiachk AET-
CKHM 23bIKOM. THl TOMHHIIBL, YTO 3TO 3HAUUT?
Oxa noAmsAaa pyky, M KHCTb ee H3MEHHJ2 LBET H3 3eJeHOro Ha
KpacHHI, MOTOM BHOBbL CTaja 3eJeHoH, B TO BPEeMS KakK Majblb
Jenayu Kakue-to sHaxu. CrajaaH yablOHyaach.
— CKBHA-MHOrO-J5-BCeX.
— Tu noMHuius, Ho TH 3amMeTHsia, HACKOABKO BaKeH IBeT Moed
pyku? DBes Hero ¢MbiC/H cKa3dHHOro GyAeT HesiceH. MOryT 3TH Me-
XOBbIE CYLIECTBA H3MEHSATDH 1IBET CBOMX KHCTER?
— ComHeBawcb. S nu pasy He BHfeJa, YTOGL OHH JeJaJH 3TO.
XoTsl MX Tena HMEIKT KpacHbli ¥ Genndl uBera.
— OTo MOXKeT GHITh BaXHOM 4acTbio HX PEUM...

Ecin onn e ofnanaior.
— Bepro. Ecoin oru ew obnanaior. S poaxHa IPUCMOTPETHLCA K
nuM noOaHXKe, Koraa oHH OyAyT BHOBb H34aBaTh CBOHM 3BYKH.
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[Toae6Ho HANaHAM, HX MOXKET 3aCTaBHTb TOBOPUTH TOJbKO KpaliHas
HeobxoauMocTb. OHU AQJIKHBL HAYYHTHCR COBEPIIEHHOMY OGILEHHIO.
CralljaH }ecTOM BHIPA3UIa CBOE HENOHHMAHHE.

— $1 He 3HAIO, UTO 3TO 3HAYMUT.

— Torpa s npoaeMoHCTPUPYK Ha npumepe. Caywafi BHHMaTeNb-
Ho,i'ro a ckaxky. l'orosa? Urtax, g Tenaas, TH noxsga?

— Ha.

— §1 renaas — 310 yTBepxkienHe, COBEpIIEHHEIM €ro aenaer 6o-
Jiee TeCHas CBSA3b yacTe#l 3TOro yrBepXienus. Cefivac s noBTOPAIO
ero Oojee MeaJeHHo. ... TemaasA.. §1 ABUral CBOHUM OOJBLIAM
naJblleM BOT TakK, IV TPH 3TOM HEMHOrO BBepX, NOTOM TOBOPIO
TEIIJIASl u caerka nomHuMalo XxsocT. Bce 3TO! NpoH3BOAHMBIE
3BYKH U JIBUIKEHUS — COCTABJSET NOJHOE YTBEPKIEHHE.

~ $§1 HHKOrja He 3aAyMEIBaJach Haj TRKHMH BOMPOCAMH, M, IpH-
3HAThCS, y MEeHR GOJIUT TOJIOBa, KOrAa si JeJai 3TO. :
DHru paccMeanach.

— I Tak xXe MJIOXO UYBCTBOBAJA ceGs B JAKYHIVIIX BOKPYT ropoaa,
KaK Tl B AXKYHIAAX a3bKa. OueHb HEeMHOrHe MOTYT HAYYHTBHCS
A3BIKY, BO3MOXKHO, IOTOMY, 9TO 3TO AEHCTBUTENbHO CJOXHO H TPYE-
no. Hymai, uTo nepeBH#l Mar B OCO3HAHWM CYLIECTBYIOMEH CHTya-
IHH — NPEANOJONKEHHe, UTO HAIE S3HK OTPAXKAET HAlly CYUHOCTb.
— Hy Bot Mo0d rososa H 3afonena. Tel Aymaelllb, yTO XHBOTHEHIE
BpOJe 3THX MOTYT HOHATBH TO, Ye€ro He NOHHMaw A? — CrannaH
yKa3a/1a Ha CYLIECTB, 3aMEPIIHX Vv CTEeHBbl, HA MYCTYIO THIKBY U3-NOJ
(PYKTOB H KOXYPY, pa3OGpOCaHHYI A0 NOJY BOKPYT HHX.

— §I He coBEpaloch HHYEro YCAOXKHATE M HMeNa B BHAY TOJBLKO
TO, YTO HCTOPHS HallerQ A3HIKA COOTBETCTBYET HALIEMY PAa3BUTHIO
B XHu3HH. Koraa mbl ObJIH MOJIOABIMM H TOJbLKO BHIUJIH B MOpE,
MH He yMeJIH TOBODHTb, HO MCKaJH 3aUIHTH Y APYrHX 9JEHOB Ha-
med s(enfypy, BOLIeMIUX B BOAY OXHOBpeMenHo ¢ Hamu. [IpocThie
ABUKEHHsI PYK H HOr, W3MeHeHue useta kuctelt. Ilo Mmepe pocra
MH Tnpeofpaxaaucs Bce SoJblle W Gojbliie, H KOrAa BBHIIJIH H3
MOpPH, TC AOGABHIM K YMEHHIO H3JaBaThb 3BYKH KOe-uTQ efle, 4emy
HAYYWJIMCh, CTAHOBSCH HAAanaMu. Pa3menunasas o6 3TOM, s 3a4al0Ch
BONIPOCOM: KaK HAYuHThb HallleMy H3BIKy 3THX CYIIECTB, KOTOpHE
He TMPOINH HallerQ UMKJja paspurHsa? Hau Bce Xe oHW npoulan
yepe3 BOAHHHK nepHoa?

— Mou 3HaHHS 7O 3TOMY BONPOCY HEAOCTATOUHH, K TOMY e 3TH
BHJB YCTO30Y — HOBHe AJf Hac. Ho s BechMa COMHEBAIOCh, 4TO
oun Xunu B Bofe. §1 AOOEIBasa M BLIBOAHNA Y ce6s HEKOTOPHIX
n3 HauGoJsiee 4YACTO BCTPEWANOIIHXCH BHIOB, KOTOpHie KHIIAT
B AKYHrAsiX. ¥ Bcex y HUX Oblia ofHa ofulas uepTa — OHH BCe
BpeMs TeIlIBE.

— §I 3amernsa. 210 AOBOJBHO CTPAHHO.

— Ects m Apyras He MeHbWIas CTPAHHOCTb, B3MJIAHM HAa 3TOTO
camMiia. ¥ Hero TOJLKO OAMH IEHHC, KOTOPHIHl OH He MOXET BTSIH-
Bath. Hu y ofHOrO M3 BHIOB YCTO30Yy, KOTOPHX s A0OmIBaJd, He
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OLLTC HOPMAJBHOTO ABOWHOFO WeHHca. KpoMme Toro, s ¥3yyana HX
METOH CMAPHBAHHS U CKAKY, 4TO OH OTBPATHTENEH.

— Uro Tbl MMEERIb B BUAY?

~— To, YTo nocae COIJIONOTBODEHHS dila erc HocaT caMku. Koraa
e POKAAIOTCS JAETEHHIH, OHH ROCHAT HX C cofofi W KOpMAT M3
MATKHX OPraHOB, KOTOpBle DACTYT Ha HX TopcaX. Tel MOXeilb BU-
JIeTh HX T2aM, Y MajeHbKOH caMKu.

'— 3T0 OuYeHb HeoOHYHO, 3HAYHT, TH NOoJAAaraellb, 4TO MOJOAEXKE
ocTaeTcs Ha cyme? M He nOmMAaBaeT XOPOIUEHBKO B Mope?

— Jla, u 3Ta uepra XapakTepHa AJs BCEX YCTO3QY, 3a KOTOPHIME
A HaGmogana, Mx XU3HeHHBIHI UMKJ COBepIUIEHHO He HOXOX Ha
Hall. v

-— 3HaynuT, TH [PH3HACHIE BAXKHOCTh Hamux HaGmogeuuit? Ecnu
OHH HMEIOT 3K, TO H3YUZIOT €ro He TaK, KaK 9TO AejaeM Ml
CransaH XecToM BEHIpa3Hyia CBOE COryiacHe.

— Teneps a nNpH3HalO 5T0 H GA2roZapic TeGs 3a pPaszbsICHEHHE,
Ho tyr nossasiercs Gonee BaXKHBIH BONPOC: €CJAH ¥ HHX €CTb SI3HIK,
Kak oHH ofyyalorcs emy?

— 3T0 JAeHCTBHUTENBHO CaAMOe BAXKHOE, H 5 JOJXKHA HaillTH OTBeT.
Ho, gecTHo rosops, y MeHs HeT HHKaKHX HIEH Ha 3TOT CUeT.

DHrH B3NIAHYJNA HAa AHKHX CYMIECTB! JIHIA HX OBUJIK NEepeMazaHbl
cokoM (PYKTOB, KOTOpHE OBH chequ. Haiiger au oHa cmocol of-
INEHHS C HUMH?

— Celivac ocrasb Meng, Crannan. CaMell HafieXXHO cBsI3aK, a caMKa
B¢ NposABJasieT arpeccusHocTd. Ecau s O6yay oiua, OHM CTAHYT CMO-
TPeTh TOABLKO Ha MEHRHA, HH Ha YTO HE OTBJAEKAsCh.

Cranyayg AOATO AYMaia, NOTOM HEOXOTHO COTMIACUNACE.

— $ cpenaln, xak T npoculib. Cefivac omacHocTh Hepeanka. Ho
A OCTAHYCh CHapYXH, y ABepH, KOTOPYI0 MOXHO OBHICTPO OTKPHITD.
Kpukny, ecna yro-1o GyAeT yrpoxarts Tebe.

— Xopouwo, ofGemtaw. A cefiyac s JOMXKHA HAYMHATE PaGoTY.

10

VeTpolicTBO HOBOro ropoja — Henpoctoe Aeno, Ocofento MHOTO
CHJI TOHAAOOHJIOCH AJNS HCIPABACHAA OWHGOK npexued Sfictan,
BoBpeMs yMepuwet Jlucry, u aHd BafiuTH OniAK 3anmodHEHH OT pac-
cera o 3aKata. Ilorpy)Xasick HHOrla B COH, OH4 3aBHAOBajia HOY-
HBIM JIOAKAM H JADYTHM CYUIECTBAM, KOTOPHIE MOIY JBRraThes
noybio. Ecna 661 oHa Moraa GoApcTBOBAaTh HEMHOI'O AOJbIIE KaX-
ABI 1€eHb, MOXKHO OBIO OBl ycmeTh cAenath ropaspo Goawlte. IO
Gblia Ge3yMHasi HAes, NpecyeAOBaBlIAs ee KaXAYI HOYb Hepen
TeM, KaK oHa 3aceinaza. IIpaBaa, 3TH MBLICAH BCe-TakH He MellaJd
eit caTh, IOTOMY uTO 6OpOThCSA CO CHOM OBUIO AJd Hilaad duanve-
CKH HEBO3MOXHO. 3aKpBIB I'1a3a, OHA 3achilaja H 6bl1a HACTOABKO
HETIOABHXHA TNIPH 3TOM, 4TO CO CTOPOHE MOIJIa MOKA34ThCA MEpT-
Boft. OfHaKo 3TOT COH GET HerayGoK, ¥ ero 6e3 TpyAa MOr Ipe-
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pBaTh Kakof-mubo rpomkufi 3Byk. Heckonbko pas B Teuenue Houn
Kpuky XuBoTHHX Oyaunn Bafintu. Ee rnasa orkpmisannch, n Ha
MCHOBEHHE OHa NpHMCAyLIMBAajach. ECAH BOKPYr ObUIO THXO, OHa
3aKphIBaJa UX M CHOB2 3acwiiana.

ToJIbKO OT CEporc ¢BeTa OHA TPOOYyXKAzdack OKOHUATEsAbHO. B 3T
yTPO, TAK K€ KaK W BO BCE NPOYHE, OHA WIATHYJNA M3 Tenjoh wo-
CTEAE H& NOJ, TKHyJa nocredb GoABIIEM Naabuem Hord. Koraa Ta
3alleBeIHNIACh, OHA HAUPaBHAACh TYAR, rAe GecuucJeHHBIE CTBOJEH
KHJIOr0 [epeBa pasfyBanuck B THIKBOOGpasHbe YTOMINEHHSH, Ha-
nonHeHHble Bo#of. Ba@HTH npHAOXKHAAa ryGH K OTBEPCTUHI0 ¥ CO-
calla CJAAJKOBATYIO BOAY A0 TeX MOP, DOKa He HAMHJIACh.

Houbio mpoulest A0XAb H CHPON MOJ HEeNPHATHO XOJOAWJ CTYHHU
Hor BafiHTH, mOKa OHa MepeceKasja OTKPHITOE MeCTO, 3aTeM A0 Ca-
MOA ambecel Hax Aoporod Gria KpHINA, H Gapre BEICTPAHBAJHCH
B pAl, 10 Mepe TOro Kak OHa LIIa.

Kaxaoe yTpo nepel HauajJoM pabOThl DYKOBOZHTENH IIPOEKTa,
MoA0BHO BCEM HPOYMM TpaxXAaHaM ropoia, AOMXKHB OBUIH NpPoiiTH
uepes ambecen. 3pech OHH HEHAJXOATO OCTAHABAHBAJIMCH IIOrOBO-
pHTb APYr ¢ ApyroM, 3Ta Gonbmiad OTKPHTAs IVIOWAJE B HEHTpe
ropofa Oplaa IEHTPOM, BOKPYT KOTODOTO Bpamlajach BCA XKH3Hb.
3azymaBirach, BalHTH HANpaBHNAch K CBOEMYy JIOOHMOMY MecTy
Ha 3aMaiHoil CTOpOHe, KyAa NajasH HepBHe YyTPEHHHE JydYH COJH-
@, He 3aMeuyasi LPH 3TOM Trpa)kJaH, KOTOPHE PacCTYMAJucCh, OCBO-
Goxaass npoxold. Owa Owmna 3Ificran, oAHOH M3 Tex, KTO BCeraa
xopun no npsamol nuruMH. Kopa jAepesa Gwu1a yxKe Temjoi, B OHa
YAOBAETBOPEHHO TPHCHOHHMJACh K HeH, CY3HB 3paukH Jl0 BepTH-
KaJbHBEIX Iesefl, KOTAa MOBEPHYJNach K conrly. C yA0BOJNBCTBHEM
cMOTpesa oHa, Kak Anbmecak mpobyspaercs X Xu3HH. B 3ToMm
fb1a CBOS TEMNIOTA, Aaxke OGonee NpPHURTHAA, ueM TeILIO COJHIA.
F'opox poc, cTpouacs, paclIupsicd, CYLIECTBOBAJM HAa 3TOM Bpax-
aebHom Gepery. Korna xonoanvie seTpsl yrmutoxat Mnmerbaw, stor
FOpOZ ROJeH OrThb TOTOB. TOTAa €& HapoA NpHAET cwaa, fyaer
UTb M MPOCAABJATH ee 3a To, yro oxa cosepmiuna. Korza ona
AyMana Tak, B PAyGHHe CO3HAHMS BO3HWKAJA TPEBOXKHAA MEICHD
0 TOM, YTO K TOMY BpEMEHM OHa MOMET JUIIUTHCH CBOeH AOAXK-
noctH. Mancac — Biicrau HMEerfana — npujer Bmecre ¢ APYTHMY,
yTo6H NPaBUTL HOBHM ropoioM. Urto XK, Bo3MoXHO.. OaHako
BafinTu HUKOrjla He TPOK3KOCHAA ITOrO BCAYX. Majio MU 4TO MOMKeT
npousofiTe! Maxncac yxe uemosoAa, a BpeMs HE TRYET BCHATh.
VY BafHTR XBATHT CHJI ANA CONPOTUBNAEHUS. A [TOKA HYKHO CTPOHTH
HOBBIH FOPOJ — CTPOHTH XOPOMUIO.

DTAHPr NepexBaTuna Bardfj BafuTH 4 NOZOULTA, TMOBUHYACE ee
JKECTy.

— Tl Halmga, KTo yOHA MACHBIX XHBOTHHX? -— cnpockia Baftura.
— Ja, Diicran. Kpynuuii yero3oy uepHoro upeta ¢ yOHHCTBEHHEIMH
KOTTAMHK H AJMHHBIMH OCTPHIMR 3y0aMHu, TaKUMH JJIHHHBIMH, 4TO
OHH TOpYAT M3 €ro nacTH AaXe TOria, Koraa oHa 3akpeira. CraJ-
JIdH YCTPOHJIA 3acajy y ABIPHE, KOTOPYIO OH APOAEnas B H3rOpOJH,

59



H CEeroAHs yTpoM MB HaUlIH ero TaM MeptBoro. Iletas cxBatdaa
€r0 32 HOTY, OH He MOT y6eXaThb 4 pBaicd A0 TeX Nnop, HoKa He 3a-
XJECTHYA cefe LIer U He 3aLOXHYAC. :
—— OGesrniapbTe €ro, a- yepem, KOrja €ro OYHCTHAT, IIPUHECHTE
MHE,

Bafinte ormyctasia ee H TYT XKe nmojossana Ouonora. Ta Nokuuyaa
rpynny, ¢ KOTopo# pasropapHsaia, ¥ NOAOULIA K HEH.

— OH yXKe noyTH rotos, Jictau. IlouBa ouyKeHa, KONOUAA H3-
FOpoAb BHICOKA, KOpaisoBwi pH@ B MOpe pacTeT ToXe XOPOIIO.
Hymalo, ckopo Bce GyAeT roToso.

— TlpexpacHo. 3HAYHT, MBI Ha NOPOTre HOBHX DPOXAEHHH, KOTOpBIE
HaBCerJa yHHUTOKAT NaMsATh 0 CMEPTAX HA cTapoM Gepery.
Banaanu coriacunach ¢ 3THM, HO BHIPa3WJa U HEKOTOpHE COMHe-
HHA, I

— Xotsa Geper MOYTH rOTOB, OH He 6C30MACEH.

— Ta xe camas npoﬁnema?

— 3Dro nokaxer spems. Sl paboTaio B TecHOM KOHTakTe co Craj-
JIaH, ¥ MBI BEPHUM, UTO pellleHHe GAM3KO. ITH 3BepH 6yAyT YHRUYTO-
MEHHI,

~— OHu JoaxHbl G6HTbL YyHHuYTOXKeHH. CamiaM HyxHa O6esomac-
HOocTh. ClyguBUIeeCsi HUKOTAA HE AQJKHO NOBTOPUTHCH.

[Tinoxoe wacTpoeHue nokuAano Bafiutm no Mmepe Toro, Kak oia
TOBOPH/A ¢ APYTHMH, BOBJCUEHHHMH B OrpoMuyn paGoTy B HO-
BoM ropone. Onuaxo, Kak Ob Hu OHlAa HHTEpecHa Gecejla, MBICAD
o Craanan ee He mokupana. Korza yepes HexoTopoe BpeMs OHa
cobpanachk yxoauTs, a CTasjian Tak ¥ He nosgBujach, BafiHTH no-
AosBana (apru U NpHKasasa el HAUTH OXOTHHLY. Oxono N0y IHS
Crannad HaKoHel NpHIIAA,

~— ¥ MeHa xopouiue HoBocrH, Jiicran. Ckopo Geper Oyier 0Oes-
ONacHKIM,

— Ecau sTo npasia, no3opHoe NATHO GyAeT CMHTO € TOPOAA.

— My HamIH MeCTO, I/le PA3MHOXKAKTCA aaJHraTopbl. $ mpuxa-
3ana (QaprH NpHAECTH CiOZa Bee fAillla H BeCh MOJOAHIK — OHH BOC-
XMTHTEJbHBL.

— $ ena ux u cornacra ¢ ToGof. 3HauuT, TH OGyHelib PAa3BOAWTH
HX BMeCTe C APYTHMHU MACHBIMH CTAAaMH?

~— Her, ang 3T0ro OHH CAHUIKOM 3700EB. MBl HOCTPOMM AR HUX
OTHZeJNbHBIM 34TOH BO3JE PEKH.

— Ouenb xopouto. Ho uto Th Gynewsn neaate co B3POCALIME?

— Te, 9TO CAHIUKOM BeAHKH, 6yAyT YOHTH. 2T0 GeccMBICIEHHAs
TPaTa XOpOIZEro Msica, HO Yy Hac HeT Bhi6opa. Mcmomnb3ys HOUHBIE
JIOAKH, MBI NMPUOIM3HMCA K HHM, KOrfga oHY OYAYT crnaTek, HyObem
HX Ha MecTe,

— IMoxaxn MHe, rlle OHH Pa3MHOXKAIOTCHA, s XOUY YBHIETH 3TO Ca-
Ma. Bafinty yxe gocraToyno goaro Haxoausiach B ambecen, Ilo
Mepe TOTO, KaK NMOAHMMajach TeMIepaTypa, BCe BOKPYr HEe CTaHOo-
BHJIMCDH BSJIBIMH H jJpeMasu B TeHH, Ho .oHa He xorena OTABIXATD:
HY2KHO GHIJIO CIHIIKOM MHEOTO CHEAATh.
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I'pynna dapru nocnesopaita 3a Hell, KOrAa oHa MeJJ€HHO Harpa-
BHJIach Kk Oepery. TTocKoabKy gmae nox AepeBbSIMH OBLIO XKapko,
MHOTHE NOrpYSHJHCh B GacceHHbl, BHPBITHE BLOJL TPOUHUNKH. Boak-
ulass 4acth 0ONOT, Uepe3 KOTOPble OHH [POXOAHAH, elle He OmJaa
OYHIEHAa, H HAJ4 HUMH KPYXKHUJAHCh TYYH MaJleHbKHX KycaudX Hace-
KoMex. HakoHen jopora npusesa MX Ha KPyTok nmecuaubldl Geper,
OKPYXEHHBI TYCTHMM 3apocasMy, TaM Owja BHCOKAag TpaBa H
MaJeHbKHe NalbMBEl ¢ UYpDe3BHIYAaHHO AJHHHBIMH KOJIOYKaMH. 3Ta
3demMasy — [enjaiy — 6blia MHARIM MHDOM, ueM TOT, KOTODHH OHH
3HanH. OHa yauBassaa GeckoHedyHBIM pa3HooOpasueM (opM H Tpe-
GoBala OCTOPOKHOCTH.

Buepeas 6mAa pexa — MeAJieHHBIHE K rayOokui noTok. Jlogxa,
TOJIBKO YTO HAXOPMJEHHAS CONpPOBOXKAaBLICH dapry, yxKe cTOsAa
3zecb. KpoBb Tersaa H3 ee MaJeHbKOTO pTa, Kyda (aprH 3aTaJKH-
Ba/la KYCKH KPacHOrO Msica.

— Ananratop,— ckasana Crannad, — 370 Jayume, 4eM BHOpach-
BaTh €ro. JIOAKH TaK XOpPOWIO eAsT, 4TO, MHe KaxeTcs, TOTOBHI
Pa3MHOKATHCA. _

-— 3HauHT, HYXKHO NOJEPXKATh HX HEMHOro roidoAHuiMu., Bee onu
HYXXHHI MHE CerofHsl B xopoiuef ¢opme.,

MHOXecTBO ZepeBbeB pociao BAOJbL peuHoro Oepera. OJHH H3 HUX
OLIH CePHMH ¢ MACCHBHBIMH CTBOJAAMH, PAAOM ¢ HHMH CTOSIH
BEICOKHE, 3eJeHBle JePeBbs, NOKPHIThe MEJKHMH HIOJAKaMH, H elle
GoJiee BHCOKHE, KpacCHBe, ¢ KODHAMH, H3rHOJaiIIHMHCR BO BCeX
HanpapheHnsax. Mexnay nepeBnsiMH NMouBa OelJa TMOKPHTA KOBPOM
NypOypHLIX H POIOBHX LBETOB, HO, NOXKaJyH, elle Goable UX ObLIO
HaBepXy, cpefd BeTBedl. B AKyHrasx kuilena XH3Hb. [ITHOH KDH-
4aAH B TEMHEOTE, H KpacHMe YJHTKH AOX3aJNH MEXAY CTBOJIAaMH
JepeBbeB.

— Kakas Goraras aemas,— ckasana Bafinty.

— Duroban Toxke OHJ TaKHM KOraa-to,— ckaszasna Crannal, Lid-
POKO OTKPHIB HOCOBBIE KJaNaHbl H BABIXaf BO3AyX.-— Iloka He no-
SIBHAHCH TOPOJa H He NOKPHJIM BCIO 3eMJI0 OT OJHOTO OKeaHa Ao
. Apyroro.

— Tul pymaews? — Ba#inTi crapajach 0CO3HATH HOBYIO AIA Hee
MBICAb. — 3TO TPYAHO INpelcTaBHTh, HexkoTopele mosarawT, YTo
ropojia CyILIECTBOBANU TaM BEYUHO,

— $1 yxe He pa3 roBopuaa o6 stoM ¢ Banaanu, H oHa Bece ofpdAc-
HuJa MHe, TO, 4TO MBl BHAHM 3Jechb, B 3TOH HOBO# 3eMmne ['eHpa-
IiH, MOTJIG GBITb H B JHTOGaHe, ToJAbKO MHoro Jjer Hasal. M no
MAJIaH POCJIA TOpoAa. '

— Koneuno, TH npaBa, Ecliyg MBI CBOH ropoja pacTHM, AOJKHO
o0 GHITL BpeMs, KOTAa CYILIECTBOBAJ BCEro OAMH ropoxd. Omua-
KO, eCJIH CJIeA0BATh 3TCH JIOTHKe, MOXHO UPHATH K MBICAH O TOM,
YTO KOTAa-To TopofoB Boofule He 6biio. Heyxkean takoe Bo3-
MOXHO?

— He 3naiw. Te6e ayque noroopHTh ¢ BaHaanu, kotopas Hayuaer
HopoGHRE rOJIOBOJIOMHEbIE BONIPOCH!.
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— Tut mpasa, §I cnpowy y Hee. — TyT ona 3aMeTusa NouTH pajoM
¢ cofoll ¢aprd; HHEPOKO OTKPHB PTH, OHH CTaPaJHCh IOHSTH CMBIC
pasrosopa. BafiHTH OrlcTpO NOBEPHYAACh K HHM CIHHON,

Hakonern, oHu poGpanuch A0 MeCTa DPa3MHOMKEHHS alAKTaTOpOB.
B »To Bpemsa caMble KpyNHEE XHBOTHHE YXe NOKHHYIH Geper.
[NocneguuMy yuau caMKH, NPOARAB NOPA3HTEbHYIO AJAS STHX IPH-
MHTHBHRIX JKMBOTHHIX 32060Ty 0 CBOHX sfillax H AeTeHwIax. JIoaku
BHOpOCHANCh, Ha Geper TaM, rjie NMoJ COJMHUeM TPYAHJcs paGouuit
oTpax Gapru., Bafinta ofpaTHaach K HaZCMOTPIHLE IJXEKaKOT,
cjJejHBUIEH 32 RCEM M3 YKPHITHH moj GOJNBLUIAM AEPEBOM.

— Pacckaxu MHe 0 cBoelt palore.

— CaenaHo yxe MHoro, ficran. Be rpyxeHHble AEUAMH JOAKH
OTNPABHJIUCL B rOPOM, a BCI0 MOJOAEXb MLl BLUIOBHJIH CETSMH.
OuH rAYIH H JIEerKo JaloT cefs nofdMaTh. _ v

OHa HAR/AOHHJACh HaZ 3arcHOM CO CBOEH CTOPOHBI B TYT XK€ BHI-
NpAMHAACh, AEPIKAa HA BHITAHYTOH pyKe AeTEHBILa aJJHratopa,
cxBadedHOro 3a xsocT. OH H3BWBaJgCg, NHILAJA H NHTAJICH AOTH-
HYTBLCS1 JO Hee CBOHMH MaJsieHbKUMH 3yGamu.

BaHATH 0006puTeIbHO KHBHYJA.

— Xopollio, OYEHb X0pPOLIO, Yrpo3a yCTpaHeHa, a Bawmn XKeAYAKH
RanoJxens. Xorenocs Obl MHe, yTOOH Bce Hamy NpolaeMbl petua-
JHCb TAK JKe NPOCTO.

Ona nosepuynacs ¥ Ctannan.

— Ectb enle Apyrue MecTa pa3MHOXKEHHS?

— Mexay 3THM MecTOM K roponoMm —Her. Korja Mst osuctam
37ech, TO HayHeMm paboTy BHule Mo peke W B 0anoTax. Bpemenu
Ha 3To morpefyeTcs HeMaJo, HO MBI JOJXKHBEI BCE CREAATb TULA-
TeNLHO.

— Xopowo. A ce#tyac, repea TeM Kak BepHyTbcs B LOPOJ, 3aryisi-
HeM Ea HoBble [OoJSs.

— $51 moaxHa BEPHYTBCA K APYrdM OXOTHHKaM, Jcran. Eciau Til
COTJAACRAE, ROPOTY [IOKANKET DXEKAKOT.

— Cornacsa,— cxasana Bafiuru.

TeM BpemeHeM AYXOTA YCHJAHJach, a BeTep cOBCeM CTHX. JIoAkE
BBIUIIM H3 peku, 4 Ba#tHru 3ameruna, uro HeGo nprolpeno crpau-
Hulil JKeNTHH IBer, KOTOPOTO OHd HUKOrAa MPeXAe HE BHAexA.
Haxe moroga GuJa Apyrod B 5To# wacTH Mupa. Tak ORH JBHLZ-
JHCh BHH3 M0 TeYeHHIo, BeTep HadaJ YCHJIHBATbCH BHOBbL, HO Ha-
1IpaBJeRHe ero W3MEHHJIOCh, ¥ TenePh OH AyJ HM B cnumy. BahHT
NoBepHyJach H yBHAeNa TEMHYIO JIHHHIO, OABHBIIYIOCS Ha TOpH-
3ouTe. OHa yKasaJjla Ha Hee, .

— 3XeKakoT, YT0 3TC MOXKET SHAUUTL?

— He 3naw. Kaxime-to ocobue obgaka, 1 HHKOrZa npexpe He
BHAEJA HHYETO NOACOGHOrO,

Uepurle o6aka npubiauxkanuck K HHM ¢ HEBEPOSTHOH CKO-
POCTERIQ.

Cnavana ouuM OHIM TIPOCTO MATHOM HAaA AGPeBhAMH, NOTOM pas-
pocaHch H NpuOAH3UIAHKCH, 3aTeMHsAs HeGo. C HHUMH nNpHIIen BeTep.
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Ou 61a Kak KyJlakoM, M OJHA M3 JIOA0K, NOAYUHB yiap B 60K, me-
peBepHyRach. .
[Tocnnuanncs TPOMKHE KPHKH, KOUJa €€ TNACCaXKHph OKa3aJHuch
BHIOpOIIeHHEIMH B OecnoKoiHoe Mope. Jloaka HHpHYAa M yXHUT-
pHIIACh BEPHYThCSl B MpeXKHee [OJOKeHHe, TOrjla K4k HijaHel oT-
NJBIH OT Hee BC BCeX HalpaBJeHdsX, 4TOOB H30exaTh y/JAapoB.
Hukro ¥3 EnX He nocrpanal, X0Td H ¢ GOJbLIEM TPYAOM, HO BCEX
BEITALM/IH M3 BOAH ¥ Pa3MECTHJAM B APYTHX JOAKAX,
Bce OHx NOKHHYJAH OKeaH CBOE€H IOHOCTH MHOrQ JieT Hasaj M Ija-
BaJIF ¢ TPYZOM. BafiHTH BHIKpHKHMBAJA DPacNOpPSXKeHHs1 OO TeX NOp,
N0K2 OJ4HA H3 CaMbX OTBAaXKHMX (aprH, CTpeMHillEXcA K BBICOKOH
JIOMKHOCTH, A2XKe eCJH 3TO O3HAuaeT PHCK IOKAACYHTHCHA, HE MOA-
‘NARJA KO BCe eie BO3OYKAeHHOH NOOKE U HE YXUTPHJIACh B306-
parbcsi Ha Hee. OHA pPe3KO 3arOBOpRJA ¢ Hell, ynapas [O YyBCTBH-
TeJbHBIM MeCcTaM, M HaKoHen fAo6uaach MOJHOTO KORTPOJS Ham
Heft,
Berep 3n106HO 3aBEIBaJ Haj HHMH, Yrpoxasi MOTONHTb OCTJNbHHE
Joakd. Bee HAMalbl 3aKPBUJIH OT NPOJHBHOIO ACKAS HOCOBHIE KJIa-
nane. M3 neca paxe CKBO3b 3aBbIBaHHE BeTPA AQHOCHJCS TPOM-
KH# TpPeCK, ¢ KOTOPHIM PYUIHAIHCh Ha 3€MJ0 FHIaHTCKHE JepeBbil.
Tonoc Bafinth He OmA c/blLIeH CKBO3b BETEP, HO BCE NOHAJAH ee
yKa3aHHe AepxKaTh JIORKH nonanblle oT Gepera, uto6ul He pa3zbuThL
HX O KaKoe-BHOYAb ynaBlliee Jepero.
Jloaku HEHCTOBO PAacKaYEBAJHCh HA OIPOMHHIX BOJIHAX, HHJaHB
COMIMCh B Ky4Y, CTapasch COXPAaHHTL TERAO IOA XOJAOAHHM IIpO-
AUBHBIM JoxJeM. IIpomwio HeMasno BpeMEHH, Upexae 4YeM BeTep
CTan NOPHIBHCTHIM, 3aTeM coBceM ocnaben, Xyminee OHAO N0-
sajH.
— Bosspamaemcsa B ropoa! — npukasana Balinti. — BricTpo, Kax
TOJIBKO BO3MOKHO.
YparaHHblfi Berep npoMiajcs yepes AXKYHIJIH, CBaJHB Jaxe ca-
Mble KpynHble AepeBbsl. Hackoapko oOWHPHB OBLIH 3TH paspylie-
Hug? OOpymiHjcst JH BeTep Ha ropoA? 3TO HaBepHAKA I[POH30-
U0, a Belb AepeBbs, o0pasyomye ropo, OuJiH elle MOJOAHIMA,
elle PacTydMHU, XOPOIIO JH OHK yKpen#auch? Hackodbko 3HauH-
TeJAbHbHl MOBPEXJCHHA, NOJYUeHHBe ropoaoM? OT 9THX MHCHEH
HeBO3MOXHO Onljio oTAenaThea. Ilepea riasamMu Ba#intu crossta
CTpaillHas KapTHHa paspyLIEHUH, OHAa TO M AEJO XJAecTajka JAO0AKY,
3aCTaBlsAsA €e YBeJHYHBATh CKOPOCTb.
Hepxa cBa3anHOe XKHBOTHOE 3a lieio, CTan/aH cHAMA DETJi0, Ipel-
OXpaHAICUIYI0 OT €e MAEPrallUXcs Jall, B ONYyCTHJIA CYLIEeCTBO
B KJETKYy. DTa ofepalHs HacTOJbKCO NOIVIOTHJIA €e, 4TO OHA 3a-
- MeTHJa HM3MEHeHHsl B NIOTOJe, TOJLKO KOTAAa BHIApAMHJack. Ee Ho-
. COBbi€ KJanaHbl OTKPHLIIKCH K BTSAHYAH BO3AyX. 310 OLIJIO YTO-TO
3HAKOMOE H IJOXOE...
Ona 6ply1a B nepaOM HCCIIEAOBATENBCKOM OTpPAJE, KOTOPHE nepecex
oKea# ¥ poctur FeHpaiuy, 9yToGp HaATH MecTO AJA HOBOrO ropoja.
Koraa ¢ ofuero cornacus BmGpanau Gepera AJibnecaka, oHa Guiaa
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OAHOH H3 TeX HEeMHOTHX, KTO octancs 3fech. OHH Gmad Boopyxe-
Hbl M XODOUIO NDEACTABNANH cefe OMacHOCTH, TasulHecsd B HeHc-
CJeJOBAHHHX JUKYHINISIX, HO HX €JBa He mnory6GHaa HeH3BecTHAas
OMacHOCTh, YHHUTOMHUBIIASA 3alacHl NHINM H 3aCTaBHBIIAS HX HJH
YMHpPaTb ¢ TOJIOAY, WJH OXOTHYTbCH. DTO OB LITOPMOBOH BeTep H
TAKOH CHJLHEIH N0XKAb, KAKOTO OHA HHKOrJa He BHJAena.
Haunranoce sce 370 ¢ Xeatoro Heba H HENOABMKHOLO AYWHOTO
posgyxa. CrajsaH, 3aKpHB KJAETKY C XXHBOTHEIMH, H30 BCEX CHJI
' KpHKHYJ1&:

— Onacrocts!

Bauxalinie x Helt ¢apra oOGepHYAHCH HA 3BYK, MOCKOABKY 3TO
6bLJIO DJIHO H3 IIEPBLIX CJOB, KOTOPHBIM OHH HayUHJIHCh.

— Te —x amBeces, TH— CcKaxells ApyruMm. [Ipenynpeaure Beex,
4TO IUTOPM C CHABHBHIM BETPOM ROT-BOT OYIET 31ech. BceM IOKH-
HYTb OTKPHTBHE MECTa U CIPATATHCS NOA AepeBbAMH!

Onn 6pocuanch GexaTb, HO He Obictpee, uem Craanai. Korpa ua-
YaJdHCh NepPBhIE IOPHBH Berpa, COTHH HAJAH YKPHJIHCh B {esonac-
HOM MecTe. 34TeM ILITOPM VAAPUI CO BCEH CHJIOH, U CTeHa AOKAA
CKpblJIa TOPOS. :

Crannan ofHapy:xuaa rpynny ¢apri, cOHBUIHXCS HA peuyHOM Ge-
pery, U NpHCOeRHHUJIACL K HHM, Cnacasch OT HoxAA. OHH CTOAJH
noA OelleHHIMH NOPLIBAMH BETPa, W CaMble IOHHIE H3 NHX ITHIHAJH
OT cTpaxa, moka Crajnad pe3KUMMH NDHKa3aMM He 3acTaBHAA HX
3amMonyaTb. Ee aBTOPHTET YAep»KHBaJd BX Ha MecTe, Noka Oyps
6ecHOBanllack HajJ HUMY, 3aCTaBHJ MX KJAaTh, IOKAa OHAa He MpoH-
JeT H UM He NPHKaXYT BO3BPALIATLCS B FOPOA.

Korza ycraBmasi goxka BalHTH npunabiia K H3ypPoJLOBaHHOMY Oe-
pery, Cranaan 6wi1a TaM, oxujas ee. 3afojro Ko TOTO, KaK MOK-
HO 6BIO pPa3srOBapHBATL CJIOBAMK, OHa INPOCHTHAAWAa, 4YTO BCe
xopomo. He npexpacHo, HO xopoilo,

— Pacckaxu MEe 0 NMOBpeXIeHUsIX,— KPUkHyJAa BaliHTH, BBUIpHT-
HyB Ha Beper,

— Be ¢papru norubau u...

BafiiT# rEeBHLIM JXKECTOM 3aCTaBHJa €€ 3aMOJuaTh.

— MeHs HHTepecyeT ropoji, a He TpaxIaHe.

— Hu o uem cepbe3sHoM noka He AOKIanbiBadu, MHOro Meaxux
NOBpEXAEeHHHN, Bpoje OBJOMAHHBX BETOK, HEKOTOpHIE YAaCcTH ropoaa
pyxHynud Ha 3ema0. Papru oTnpaBJeHH Ha IIPOBEPKY HOBHIX INO-
Jefl H cTal, H0 IHKTO elle He BepHYJCH.

— 910 rOpasno Jgyulle, ueM f oxuAajaa, JoHeceHMA MNYyCTh HO-
CTaBASIOT B aMbeced. .

PasMepbl NoOBpeKAEeHHA cTaNW sICHH HM, KOTJ2 OHHM HPOWAH 9e-
pe3 ropoa. Bo MHOrHx Mecrax KpHIIH O0BaJHJHKCh, a4 POTYJOUHEIE
JOPOXKKH OBIIM 3aBajleHH JHcTbsiMH. M3 onHOro 3arora JoHOCH-
JHCh XaJoOHHE CTOHHI, H, 3aMIgHYB TyAa, CranjaaH yBujiena, 4To
ONHMH H3 oJieHell coMas HOTY BO BpeMs GypH. HpoTHK H3 ee He-
PAa3AyYHOro XecOTCaHa 3aCTaBHJ €r0 YMOJIKHYTh.

— 2T0 IJOX0, HO HE HaCcTOAbKO, YTOOH OTYasAThCA,— CcKasada
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Baltutn. — ¥ wac Kpenk##i W Xopoilu#, paspocmuiica ropox. Cxa-
3KH, MOXKET JU TaKas 6yps MOBTOPHTHCA?

-— BepoatHo, Her, mo kpaiineifi Mepe He B 3TOM rofay. Bevep H
AOXAb OGBIBaIOT B JMI060e BpeMs, HO TOJBKO B 3TOT NEPHOA OH-
BawT nonobubie OypH.

— Toa—>310 nocratounnit cpok. [oBpexaenus Gyayt ycTpaHeHH,
H Bawannu yBHAMT, 4TO BCe PACTEHMS OKPEMHM. JTOT HOBHE MHpP
KECTOK H yNpsIM, HO MU MB MOXKeM OBITh TAaKHMH e YIPSIMBIMH
H JKEeCTOKHMH,

— Bee 6ynmer, xak TH pewdiis, JHcrau,— ckasana Craaaad, d
ee c/ioBa BHpaXKaJ/JH He TOJNbLKO COorvlacHe, RO H YBEPEHHOCTh B TOM,
YTO HiJMaHbl BHIIOJHAT BCe, YTo Obl OHAa HH NpHKasaJa.

BoinoaHaT aw06ofl ueHoA.

1

Anbnecak poc, ¥ Uepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMS ero paHel 3auiau. Lle-
JbIMU AHAMH BaHainy ¥ ee NOMONIHHIL OCMaTPUBAJH TOPOA, BeAd
JETaJbHYIO 3aUHCh NMOBpeXAeHHH, HaHeCeHHHWX yparaHom. [Ipume-
HeHHe TOPMOHOB YCKOPAJIO POCT PACTeHUR, H BOT yiKe AUCTBEHHBIE
KPBILIH PAa3POCHAHCh TYHLIE NpPEKHEro, AOTIOJHHTEbHbIE JApeBeCHBE
CTBOJBl H BO3AYIUHBIE XKOPHH cTasNH cTeHo#. Ho npocroe BoccraHos-
JenHe He ycrpauBajgo Bawaanu. Kpenkne BHHOrpagHsie Jo3H,
JKeCTKHE H 3JaCTHYHHe, OOBHBAAM C(TeHy H TpOpacTand CKBO3b
KPBIILH. -

OnHako ropox He TOMBKO VKDENJAsJICH, HO M CTaHOBHJICH Gonee
6e30macHEIM MO Mepe TOro, Kak ¢ KaXIBIM [pOIIeAUHM AHEeM
B OKPYXaIOWIHX IXYHI/ASX PAcYHINAMIHCh BCE HOBBIC YYACTKH. 310
paclxpente, Kasasllleecs CO CTOPOHB! CAYHAMHBIM, Hd CAMOM jene
yMeJI0 IaHHPOBAIOCE.

Camas onmacHas yacthk padorh Aenanack [douepsaMu Cmepth. XoTs
OT JAMKHX MXHBOTHBIX HX 3allldLiaJH BOODY:KeHHbIe (papru, oHd He
MOIJIH 3alUMTHTb HX OT HeCYACTHHIX CJIy4acB: YIIHGOB, paH, OT KO-
JIIOYCK HJIH YKycOB 3Mefi, B H300HAMH BOAHBIIHXCS 3Recb. MHO-
rie U3 HHX OBIM paHEHbl, HEKOTOPHE CE€PbEe3HO, HECKOJbKO yMep-
Jdo. Ho 310 He TpeBoxua0 BalHTH: ropoil njas Hee CTOAs Ha nep-
BOM MeCTe.

ITocne Torc Kak pacnpoCTPAHMJIMCL JHYHHKH, CMeDPThb JIKYyHIJeH
cTana BCEro JHIIb BOLPOCOM BpeMeHH. [IpOXOpAHBBIE TyCeHHIb
OHAH BhiBeAeHH CHELHANbHO AJR 3TOH LedH., [ITHUH H XHBOTHBHIE
HAXOAMAH HX TOPbKHMH, @ TYCEHHLb HAXOAHJIH BCIO DACTUTENb-
HOCTh COOTBETCTBYIOWIEH cBoeMy BKycy. CJlenmle H HeHAacHTHHE,
OHH TOJ3JH 1O CTBOJMAM JAEPeBReB H CKBO3b TPaBy, YHHYTOXKas Bce
Ha cBoeM IyTH. TOJNIBKO CKeJeTH IepeBbeB OCTABAJIHCH TaMm, TAC
ApoXoAudaH oHd. HaeBlKch, 0HH MpeBpallajdHch B OTBPATHTIEIbHBIX
CYLIECTB, NMOKPHTHIX IIETUHOMH, JJIMHOM B PYKYy HHJAHA.
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3aTeM OHH yMHpPadH, NOCKOJABKY CMepThb Gblla 3aJoXeHa B HX
reHax M rapaHTHPOBaAa, UTO 3TH CYNIECTBA HE COXKPYT BeCb MHD.
Hrak, ORM yMHDAJH H THHAH B CJAO€ CBOMX COOCTBEHHBIX BhIJene-
Hu#i, CymHocTb mpoekra BaHanmu M APYTHX TEHHBIX HHXEHEPOB
Obina OTYETAHBO BHJAHA JaxKe B 3TOM. YeppM HeMaToAH ¢ TO-
MOIRIO GAaKTEPHA B CBOMX BHYTDEHHOCTSIX [PEBpAalLagH OTTaJKH-
BaILY0 Maccy B yAOODeHHS AJs 1IOUBbLI, 3aTeM IYCKANHCL MXKYKH,
HOeJABLUIHE MepPTBhIE JepeBbsi, BCXOAHJAA TPaBa, H BHICAXKUBATACH
KoJwyas uaropodb. HoBbie mniaowaau GyKBaJibHO BHIEAANHCH
Vv AXKYHCJeH, OTTANIKMBAsA WX NPOYb OT ropona u o6pasys elie OJuH
fapLep NPOTUB ONACHOCTEH, CKONUBIUMXCA TaM.

B sroM Meanennom IPOJBHIKEHHH He OBIIO HHYErO HEECTECTBEH-
HOTO HJIH IPYGOro, HINIAHBl XMJK TaK e, KAK H HX OKDYIKeHHe,
ABJISSACH YaCThi0 BHEUIHEH CpeiH, H OBIK TECHO C HeH CBH3aHH.
PasMepnl maomageii, KOTOpble OHU 33BOEBBIBAJH, HEBO3MOMKHO
OBJIO NMPOEKTUPOBaTb, OHH 3aBHCENH TOJBKO OT COMPOTHB/JICHHA
JHCTBBl H AIlIIETHTOB TYCEeHHII.

ITacymuecs craja H3MeHSIIHCh TOYHO Tak JKe, Kaxnawlil pas, Koraa
yPykeTo BO3Bpamajics ¥3 MderGana, oH NpPHBOSHI OMJIOROTBOPEH-
HhEle sifHa HAH HOBODPOMKJAEBHHX JeTeHnmell. CaMule e3zallMTHEE
BHABl pPa3MellajHCh BO3Je NEHTPA TOpoja, a Ha eCTeCTBeHHBIX MacT-
6UlIaX MOMJIH PACTH A0 ACCTHIKEHHS 3pEaOCTH YPYKYO n oHercen-
cacT. Ot GpPOHHMDOBAHHLIE, HO MHPHBEIE BCefHME llac/HCh cefyac
Ha Kpaw AKYHrJel: rpoMajgHble pasMepbl, 0oJblide pora U GpoHHU-
pOBaKHas WKypa 3all{ILaJH HX OT BCeX ONAacHOCTeH,

Bafintu ©6m1a NOBOJIbHA pa3BuTHeM cBOHX Jen. Kaxkau# npens,
npuxoisi B ambecel, ona GhJia yBepeHa, YTO AJIl Hee He MOXKET
BO3HUKHYTb Hepaspeunmo# npobuemel, Ho B 310 yTpo, koraa dap-
TH, creillaiiasi K Hed ¢ AOHeceileM, rpy00 pacTanKuBajga OKpY-
XKAOMUX, NOKa3biBasd TeM CaMbiM BaXHOCTb HOBOCTeH, OHa MOHA-
Jla, UTO BCe He TaK XOPOLIO.

— DitcraH, ypykero BepHyJacs. §1 Geia Ha poibanke H cama BH-
nefa...

Balikte npepsaia rayrnoe CcyWECTBO DE3KHM KECTOM, [OTOM
II0J03BAaNA CBOHX NMOMOILHHKOB.

— Myl BcTpernM HX Ha nupce. Mue HYXHLI HOBOCTH H3 I/IHer6a~
Ha..

OHa BeaHYaBo ABHHYJAch BHM3 [0 J0OpOTe, 3a Hell ee Ilpy3bﬂ H
NOMOIIHHKH, a B caMoM KoHue ¢apru. Xotd B AJblecake HHKOra
He OBIBAJO XOJAOAHO, 3AECh IIIJIH CHJBHBIC JDXAH M CBIPOCTb B 5TO
BpeMsi rofa Onlsa Takasd, uto BalHTH, MOA0CHO MHOTHM ApYTUM,
XOAHNA 3aBepHYBUIHCL B MJALE AJS TENJOTH M 3aLIUTH OT MOPO-
cAere A0XKIS.

MepneHHo ABHXYLUMecs Becaoo6pa3Hble HOTH HceKona yray6uns-
JU peKy U NpHAEeraiollyio rapaHb. [py3 yPyKeTo He HYXKHO ObLiO
NepeBo3nTh JOAKAMH, NOTOMY UTO ceHuac 3TC OTPOMIIOE CYLECTBO
opuxaioch K Gepery. OHO TONBKO NOSBUNOCH U3 3aKPBITOTC A0K-
JleM OKeaHa, Koraa Bafiutd m ee cBuTa APHOLIIK K MeECTY IpH-
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uvanusakuf, Havanwuuxk rapauu ortnpasuaa Tyna Qapri, KoTophie
Opocany cBexylo prly B NOJIBOABBLIA pe3epByap, KOPMS YDPYKeTO.
Iaymoe cyllecTBO NPHUHANO 3TO [IOJHOINEHHE H BCTAJA0 B Ipa-
BHJbIOC MOJOXKeHHe B §e3onaciioM Joke. BaliHTu yaoBJaeTBOpenHO
cireanna 3a stoit onepauueii, Xopowni repos — sQdeKTHBHBIE TI'o-
poa. Ee ropoa 6min xopomum. Ee rnasa geuradanch BAOAL OrpoM-
HOTrO YepHOrc KOPNyca K MJaBHMKY, Tde cTofiJa 3peduauc. Paaom
C KOMaHAHpOM cTosisa MaJcac.

Baiintn 3amepsaa npu BHAe ee, NOTOMY UTO COBEpleHHO 3a6bL1a
O cyunlecTBOBaHuU Apyrod icraw, Ho aefictBureapiocTs HacTuraa
€e, 110pA3UB A0 rAyOGHHE AYLIH.

Mancac, J¥icrau HHerbara.. [as Hee HAYHHAA CTPOMTHLSI 3TOT
ropod. OHa noJkHa Oblia NMPHBECTH ciofa CBOH HApPOA M 34HATDL
mecto Balirtn. Majcac, npsiMast ® HAacTOPOXEHHAas, CMOTpeJa Ha
Hee, OHa He 6bna GOAbHOH HAM CTApoH, M HMEHHO OHa LOJKHA
6nna ctate JiicTan Aapnecaka.

B 10 Bpemsa xak MaJcac, ee nocneiosaTtesin 4 aCCUCTEHTH BBIXO-
JUIH M3 YPYKETO U HaNpapisJHCh K DBaliHTH, OHa oCTaBaJjachk
caepxaHHo#, OHAa MorJla TOABKO HAfesATbesl, YTO (OPMaNbHOCTA
CKPOIT €€ HCTHHHBIE UYBCTBA.

— Ho6po noxaaoBars B ['eHgawmiu, DficTad, J06po MOXKAJIOBATh
B Aaunecax,— ckasaia Baiuru.

— §1 oueHb paha okasaTecst B AJjbrecake,~—oTBetHna Madcac, co-
6aonas Bce ¢opmanbHocTH. Ho nocmeanu#t caor 3TOro Bhpaxe-
HHS TpefoBaN OTKDPHITH POT M NOKa3aTh BCe CBOM 3yOH, W TIOCIE
3TOTO OHA He 3aKpHBaja POT HeCKOALKO AOJIHX CeKYHA. 3TOro Jer-
KOr0 MpH3HAKa HEYAOBOJLCTBHS OHJO BNOMHE [HOCTaTOYHO AJf
Baiinty, u nopropenust He TpeGobanocs, Baltnty ysBaxkanu 3a npo-
AeqaHnyl’ paloTy, HO NONMKHEL ObIIH 3aMeHHThb. BalinTh nporHana
Npoub BCE 3ABHCTIHBBIE H KOBAPHHE MEICAH W HAa MCHOBREHHE OILY-
CTHJIA I1a3a BHHU3, Kak Obl Npeaynpexaas.

3To KpaTKoe H3MeHeHHe OBLIO HACTOJIbKO HCYJNOBHMLIM, YTO ApYIHe
ufiaHel He 3aMmerwyin ero, lena Ha 3ToM ypOBHE HX He xaca-
guck. Korga Bce HanpaBuiuck B ropox, Majscac crocaana cBOHX
NOMOUIHHKOB ¥ (aprd 1ojanplie, 4TOOH Te He MOTJIU MOACAYIIATh
WAH NOACMOTPETb X GyaylHH pasroBop.

— TIlocneausis 3uMa Oblia OAHOH M3 CAMBIX XOJOAHBIX. DTUM Je-
TOM MoJojexs M Papru u3s CopomceTa He HCKaaM Bxoma B MHer-
6an. Korna crano rensee, s HanpaBrJa OTPSJ OXOTHHKOB TOCMOT-
peTh, uto ¢ ropoaom. OH 0wl mepTB. COPOMCET NPOCYIHIECTBOBAJ
HEeJOJATO H YMep Tak e, Kak ymep IDprutpu. JKutenu ropoaa 6uiu
MEpTBH, H NCKHPaTeNH MadajdH TUpPBI3IH KOCTH HHNAH, XUBIIHX
raM. Ha 6eperax n rennnx Bogax Mops Mcerewer uiinagn KHJIH
B TPeX KPYIHBX rOpoOAax..,

Ona 3amonuana, 1 BaitHTH 3aKonunia BMeCTO Hee:

— ODpruTpH yMep OT XOJd0Aa, 3a HHM nocaegosai Copomcer.
Ocrancs Toabko Huer6aH.
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— Ja, ocraacsa tonavko MnerfaH, u kamxayw a3uMy XoJoja 1oAGH-
paerca Bce Oanixe. Hawm craja nowTH He yBeJHYHBAaIOTCH H cxopo
HAaYHYT roJ0AaTh.

— Aumbnecax XAerT. :

— Mur BemoMBHM 06 3TOM, Koria npuper Bpemsi. Ho cefiuac ca-
MOe HeOGXOAHMOe — DACIIHPHTH IO/ U YBEAHYHTL NOTOJOBBE KH-
BOTHBIX. Mbl, CO CBOEH CTOPOHBI, AOJMKHB YBEJHYHTH UYHCIAO YPy-
Kero, HO 3T0 MeaJieHHasa paboTa, KOTOPYX MBl HAYAJH CJHILIKOM
no3fdo, OfHAaKO €CcTh HaJAeXkAa, UTO HOBOE IIOKoJAeHHe OygeT yaay-
HeM, OHH MeHblUe, YeM TOT, Ha KOTOPOM 4 NpHOHLIA, HO Pa3BH-
BaloTCA ropasno Geictpee. HaM HyXHO HX CTOJIBKO, UTOGH MOKHO
GbIIO NepeBesTH Bech TOPOA 33 OAHO JeTo. A Teneph HOKaXU MHe,
YTO HalAeT Hall HApOL, NpUOLIB B AJblecak.

— Ou HaiizeT BOT 3T0, — CKasaja BafHTH, yKashiBasg HA CTBOJH-
CTEHH H TJEeTEHBIe MOJK FOPOAA, KOTOPbl€ TSHYJAHCH BO BCe CTO-
POHHE oT Eux. JloxNb mnpekpaTUiCH, U TPOABUBINEECS COJHIE
CBEPKAaJO B KaIlJfAX, NOKPHIBABIUMX JHCTBY, MaJcac BhpasHa2
¢Boe oAobpeHue, u BaBHTH NoBena PYKOH BOKPYT.

— 3a TropoioM —IOJf, YK€ IOJHbHE XHBOTHBIX BCEeX BHJOB,
NPHATHBIX H AJS 11333, H AJIS Keayaka,

IToka OHM IAH uepe3 Jyra ¢ NaCYIMMHCH HA HHX KUBOTHBIMH,
BafiiTn npHKaszana BOOPYXEHHON OXpaHe CJeJOBATL BIEpPEAH.
CKBO3b BBICOKHE CTEHBl H3 IEPENJIETEHHHIX CTBOJIOB H UIMIOB BHA-
Hbl OblIH THTAHTCKHE TYLIH YPYKYGOB, MOeAaBUIHX 3eNMeHble JUCTbS
Ha Kpalo JUKYHIJIell, U faxe Ha 3TOM PAcCTOSHUE ORI CABILEH B WX
ABOHHBIX XeNYAKaX IPOXOT KaMHeid, KOTOphle TOMOTaJdH KM Tepe-
BapHMBATbL OTPOMHOE KOJHYeCTBO MOrjollaeMol mumu. Majacac He-
KOTOpO€ BpeMs MOJ4a CMOTpPENa Ha 3TO 3peJHlle, 3aTeM nosepHy
Jack U HanpaBHJach K UEHTPY ropoia,

— Tul xopomo norpyaunack, BaikTu,— ckasana oHa,—u Bce cle-
Mana Xopouo.

Kect BaiinTn, BhpaxalowHii G1arofapHOCTb, HECMOTPS HAa CBOIO
PHTYaJBHOCTD, OBl NOJOH HCKpeHHeH mpusHatedbHoctd. Iloxsana
DHcTad HACTONLKO BHJLEASIACH CPEfH ADYTHX [OXBAaj, 4TO B 3TY
MHHYTY HHKAaKHe XOBapHule MJK 3aBHCTAMBHIE MbLICAH He MOTTH
BO3HHKHYTh B rosione BafiHtun. B stor MoMeRT oHa roroBa 6slia
ifocefoBaTh 3a MaJsicac Ha BepHylo cMepThb, Bo3Bpallasics, OHH
MO3BONMIAH OCTaJbHBIM MOROHTH NoGaHKe, uTOOB T& MOMVIH C/AH-
1IaTh PasroBOP: AJAS HHX 53TO OHJ eJHHCTBEHHHH CIIOCOO YYHTHCA
H 320IOMHHATbh. TOABKO KOTAA OHH NPOLIIH 4epe3 OTBEPCTHE B CTe-
He VICTOpHH, WX pa3roBop CHOBa BEPHYJCS K He OYeHb MPUATHBIM
BelllaM, MOCKOJIbKY HCTOPHS Ha cTeHe OHIA MepTBOlL,

Mexay xoabuamu ambecen H Gepera pOXXAGHHH KoJsouas CTeHa
HCTOPHH. 3alledaTvieHHOoe Ha Hel ORJIO CHMBOJHYECKOH 3aUIuTof
TOTO, YTO KOTAA-TO HMeEJNO CMBICJ M 3Haduenne. Heymxenau Hitnanml
KOI'Zla-TO JAeHCTBUTENILHO Pa3sMaxXHBaiM OrPOMHBIMH KpalamH, Bpo-
Jle XPaHSAIIUXCS 37eCh, MCHOAB3YS HX KaK OpyAHe s 3A3LIHTH
caMmuoB? 3To 6HJa npaBAa, HO He Bcerjaa o 3ToM 3HanaH. JKryuas
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KpalHBa HABepHAKA HCIOJb30BANAach B NPOLIAOM TaK XKe, Kak H
ceiyac, HO TNPKYEM 31eCh 3TH PAKOBHHE THCAHTCKHX CKOPIHOHOB?
O nux He GBUIO M3BECTHO HHUETO, H BCE K€ ITH IK30CKENeTH Xpa-
HHUJIHCH 3/€Ch, a A0 TOTO OBLIH OCTOPOMKHO CHATH €O CTewbl B MHer-
6aHe H TMpHBe3eHHl CIOAA, KAK 3HAK HENPepHBHOCTH rOpoja.
Tlockoneky cTeHa GhIa TakKe M XUBOH HcTOpHell, BRA CTOpOHE,
obpaiieHHOH X Oepery, 3aKpemasnuch Teja MEPTBBHIX XeCOTCAHOB,
K KOTOPBIM NO3jiHee NPHKNANBIBAJNCE yepena yOUTHX HMH,

B caMoM KoHlle HaxoJHuJCs OKPYIAHER 9epen ¢ NYCTRIMH T/1a3HH-
aMH, BBIOEJIEHHBIH COJMHIEM H OKPYKEHHBI HAKOHEUHHKAMH KO-
NHHA H OCTPLIMM KAMEHHBIMH Je3BHsMH, MaJjcac yAUBACHHO OCTa-
HOBHJACH NMepejl HUM U notpeboBana oObACHEHHH,

—— 3T0 OAWH H3 YCTO30Yy, HaceAsoUHX 37y 3emsio. Bce uepena,
KOTOpble TH BHAHUIL 3[€Ch, NPHHAJJENAT MEXOBHM, TElJOKDPOB-
HBIM M BOHIOUHM YCTO30Y, KOTOPble YrpoXKaJH HaM H bW HaMH
y6utht, Ho »r1orT GessiMsiHHEBEE OB xyxe BceX. Co CBOHMH OCTPO-
KOHEYHBIMH KaMHAMY OHYU COBEPIIUAK TAKOE, UTC 6HJ1_0 XY2KE BCEIoc
OCTaNLHOTO.

— YOUNH caMuUoB #u AeTeHBIeH? — Majcac npousHecsaa 3TH Clo-
Ba ¢ 6e3pa3jHyueM K CMEpTH,

— Jla. Mul Hanuie ¥x ¥ yOMJIH 33 3TO,

—- Pasymeercq. Bosiblle 0T HUX HeNpUATHOCTEH He GBINO?

— Her. DT0T BHZ He XKHA 31eCh, 2 NIPHILEN C CEBePa, Mbl BbIC/e-
AuARr u yOuaH uX, Beex X0 eARHOro.

— 3Bauur, Teneps Geper B 6e30NaCHOCTH?

— 3a uckJaoueHneM KopalnoBuix pupos. Ho owu pactyr Guicrpo,
M, KOTZla ROCTHTHYT JOCTATOYHOH BHICOTLHI, MBI HayHeM IIepBHIe
poxnenns. Torga Geper poxnenuii Oyner Ge3onaceH BO Bcex OT-
HowleHHnX. — BaliHT BRITAHYJNA pyKy X Oexomy uepeny.— H oco-
Genno ofesonacer OT 3TUX YOMHL MJafeKIEB.

— Hawm nuxorxa Goabuie ne npHaercss 6€CNOKOUTHCS O HHX.

12

ITuwa B 3T0T Aenb Guaa ocoGeHHOH, no caywaw npubuitust Maa-
cac H ee oKpyxenus. CoOmiTHA noA06HOre poAa GBI HACTOABKO
pPelnKH, UTo camble MOJNOLHeE (papri, HUKOIAA NPexkie HE BHAEBIUINE
TaKOTO, BO3OYXKIEHHO KPYTHJIHCL BOKDYI Bech JIeHb H TeperoBa-
PHBAJMCH APYT ¢ ApyroMm. BhnpoueM, GuinH Takde, YTO NpPHCAYIIHA-
BaJNIHCL, B mnoBceaHeBHOR KM3HM HUNAH, XOTS OHK IIHTANUCH XO-
pOlIO H HE JIOKHAHCH CMATh TFONOAHBIME, MSCO OBLIO PEAKOCTHIO.
Kaxapifi MOr NpYHEeCTH WHPOKKHA JHCT B OJHY M3 MSCOPaslesoK
U TMOJYUHTb HOPUUI0 BOCXHTHTENLHOTO MfcCa, KOTODYIO I0Jarajoch
ecTb B KakOM-HHOY/[b YKDOMHOM MecTe. 310 O NPHBBIYHBIH CIIO-
cof TMoJayueHHs IHINM, W HUKTO He NPEJACTaBIAJ, 4TO MOXKeT ObTh
uHaye. B TOoT Aeub KuTenM ropoja noutd He paloTanu, OHH 3a-
NoHAAH ambecel, MJIOTHO NPHXKHMAJHCB K €€ CTCHAaMm, Kapabxa-
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JIHCh Ha HUXKHHE BETKH OTPajel B CTPeMJEHHH YBHAeTh NMoGOAb-
e,

[Tocne ocmoTpa ropona W ero nojek Bakutd u Mancac otnpasu-
auch B ambecel, Tam Mascac BeTpern/nach ¢ QTBETCTBEHHHMH 3a
pacrenns AJbliecaka, nposeass GOABIIYIO QACTh BpeMeHH ¢ BaHaid-
i, HaxoHeu, yaoBleTBopeHHas YCAWIAHABIM, OHa OTHYCTHIA
BCceX {4 MOroBOpHJa ¢ BaKHTH.

— Temno cONHIA H pacTeHHs HTOCO ropoja 3aCTaBHJIH MEHA 3a-
OuiTh 0 3uMe. §1 BepHych B MHer6an ¢ 310t HGBOCTHIO. ITO cRedacT
CMeIYIOUYIO 3MMY MeHee XOJORHON 1A8 HamHuX rpaxiaH. Jped-
Hauc J0J0KHNa, YTO YPYKETO 3aTPYIKEH, XOPOLIO HAKOPMJIEH B TO-
TOB OTIpaBisaTecs B JA0oc BpeMsa. Mbl NoeinM, W 'f1 NOKHHY
Bac.

BaiiHTH BHIpA3HAa OrOpPUEHUE CKOPHIM PacCTaBaHHEM, i ‘Mancac mo-
Grarofapuna ee, Ho OTKasanach OPOAJHTb CBOC NpeObIBaHHE,

— $I NOHUMAX TBOM YYBCTBA, OJHAKO YPYKETO MENJIHTENEH, H ME
He MOXKeM TepATb HH oJHorc AHs. $ BHHENa AOCTATOYHO, UTOGHI
HOHATb — paboTa 3[eck B XOPOIMHKX pykKax. A cefiyac HaKOpMH Hac,
Tel 3naewr AJakeHIIM, MOEro IEPBOrO COBETHHKA H 5(eH3ene?
OHa 6yaer noaasats Tefie Msco.

— 3710 GoJsiblIas YecTb AAs MeHs,— CKazana Bafutd, gyMas TOJdb-
KO O MDHBHJIETHAX 2TOro NPeANOKeHHH, OTTOHss Mbicad o6 Aua-
KelllllM, KOTOPYIO 3Hajna AaBHO. DT0 OBLIO CYLIECTBO XHTPOE, C He-
AQOPBIMH 3aMBICJaMH,

~— Xopowo, — Mancac xectoM nopoapada kK cebe Banaanu. —
Cefiuac Mbr GyneM eCTb. AJakeHWH, MO GAMMXKaflwas COPATHHUA,
6yner nogasaTth MAco BaiiuTi, a TH 34 TO, WTO chexana IJsl 3TOrC
ropoaa, MoXellb HofaBaTh MHE.

Banaanu ammmnack gapa peyn, Kak HEONHTHHI I0OHeIl H3 OKeaHa,
HO B KaXKA0M ABHXKEHHHN ee Tesa 6EL1a TOPAOCTD.

— Jlag rtaxoro TOPXKECTBEHHOTO CJydasl y Hac €CTh J[Ba BHMAA
Msca, — ckasaga Ba#atn, — OgHO M3 cTaporo Mupa, Apyroe H3
HOBOTO.

— Crapoe u HOROe MACO CMEWIAIOTCSA B HAIUHX KENYAKaX T3k Xe,
kak Unerfan cMewaeres ¢ AnbhecakoM,— oTBetuaa MaJgcac.
CrosfBlIHe PHIOM CTaJdH BOCTOPraThCsd OPHIHHAJNBHOCTEIO BBICKA-
3pBaHHA MaJcac ¥ MocUemwuAy NepeiaTh ee CJI0Ba TeM, KTO CTOHT
fJanbiie ¥ HAYEro He CALIUUT, Bafiilth npulAoch NOAOKAATDH, OKA
OHH NOBRTOPAT cjoBa Maicac,

— Misco us Huerbana—sro ypyky6, BHIDAILCHHBIN K3 sfna, Jo-
CTABACHHOTD Ha 3TOT ©Oeper, BHAynuBiiufics nog coxurnem [eR-
Naud H BHIPOCUIMH Ha €ro TpaBax. ¥ Hac €CThb M JpYrHe, HO 3TO
OJIUH M3 CaMBIX KPYNHBIX, H BCe Bbl BHISIH €ro, KOria NPOXORHIH
no nacrﬁumy Ha GoJsore. Bce Bh BOCKHILAJIHCH €r0 JOCHSILEHCS
WKYPOH, ANUHHOH wieell ¥ TONCTHMH fOKaMHu,

Boxpyr oxofpHTesnHO 3aryfedu, UTC BCe BHAEAH 3TY MajeHbKYIH0
TOJIOBY Ha KOHIEe AJHMHHON IleH, BHICOKO [MOJHABIIYIOCA H3 BOAH
¢ OOJbUIHM KYCKOM 3€JeHOr0 PACTeHHS.
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— D10 nepsniit ypykyG, yOHTH 3jech, ¥ OH TaK BEJHX, UTO HM
MOTYT HaecTbCs Bce NPHCYTCTByoluue, A nns Malcac 4 Bcex MNpH-
OuiBlnx H3 VlHer6aHa MBI NPHTOTOBHJIHM KHBOTHOE, KOTOPOTG OHMH
HHKOTAa He npoGosaau. 3T0 oJeHb OLHOTO W3 BHAOB, BCTpedaln-
IIHXCA TONBKO 3Aech. MITak, MBI HAUMHAEM.

Te, uTo HOJXKNB GHJIH NPHCNYKUBATh, TOPONJHKBO BHILIH U Bep-
HYNHCh, HECs THIKBEI ¢ MACOM: KaxKjaasi cTajla Ha KOJeHH neped
dficran, koTopoll npucayxusana. Mancac noTsHysack H B3I
JUIHHHYIO KOCTh ¢ HeGOJLUIMM YEepHHIM KOMBITOM M MSCOM, CBO-
6onno BuceBIUMM Hajg HuM. OTopBap 00.blION KyCcOK, OHa TOJep-
Xana ero Tak, YToGB MOTJIH YBHARTH BCe.

— Ypyry6,— Npou3Hecaa OHa, U Te, KTO CABILIAN ee, IPOKOMMeEH-
THPOBaay 3Ty wytky, CaMas MaJeHbKas KoCTh ypykyfa Oblia
GOMTbIIE BCEFO STOrO KHUBOTHOTO.

Bainth Oul1a nosoabHa, ofed npouresa xopomo, Korga oux 3a-
KOHUHIM W OOMHAM PYKH B TBIKBax ¢ BOJOH, noaas€dbix ¢apru,
LepeMOHHSt OKOHYHMAaCh M BCC PAa30LIMNCh, YTOGH MOECTh 10 Ha-
CTYI/NEeHHA TeMHOTHI.

Bocnoab3oBaBuiack TeM, YTO 32 HMMH HHKTO He CJeIUT H He Nox-
caymnpaer, Mancac 3apena c Bajiuty konduaeHUHaIbHEIH pa3-
roeop. losoc ee GbUl MIIKHM, 2 ABMXKEHHA TeJa TOYTH HezaMeT-
HEIMH.

— Bce ckaszaHHoe 3fech CerofiHsi GLHIIO GoJiee YeM TNpaBAuBO. Bee
paboTajH YNOPHO, HO TH ynopHee Bcex. ITo3ToMy Tel MOMXellb HC-
nonb3oBath ouepeli CmepTH, KOTOpBIe NPHORIIH €O MHOH.

— $ Brmena ux. OHu 6yAyT HCNIONB3OBAHEL.

— Ilycte paboraior, moka He ympyr?!— 3y6nt Mancac rpoMko
IIE/IKHYAH, BHIPAXKAs BCIO CHJY ee UyBCTB.— X CTaHOBHTCS Bce
foJsbiue, NOO0HO TEPMHTAM, MOXKHPAKUIMM OCHOBSH! HAIIEro ropo-
na. CMoOTpH, 4ToGH OHHM He NMONLITaJAHCh CBECTh H TBOR FOPOA.

— CpenaTs 370 31eCh He TEK-TO TNPOCTO. Y MeHSl IS HHX €CThb
onacHas M TAXeAas pabora. ITO HX cylbba,

— 3HauuT, Mbl JIYMaeM OJHHAKOBO. 3710 Xopowo. A celduac o Te-
6e, neytomumas Bafuta. Hyxkna aum Tebe Kakasg-HubyAb 1o-
MOILB?

— Her, y Hac ectb Bce HeoGxoaumoe.

— Tol He roBopuWL O JHYHBIX HYXKAAX, HO fl KOT&JABIBAKCL, 4TO
Tefe mpHXoauTcs Henerko. IloaToMy s xouy, yTobbl Mod npapas
pyKa, Mos stheH3ene AnakeHmu, nomorana tebe B TBOHX 3aHATHSAX.
Ona 6yger TBOHM NMepBLIM TOMOLLHHKOM H Pa3iefuT ¢ TOGOH HeHs-
6eXXHble TPYAHOCTH.

BaiiiTH He mo3Ronuha cebe HH MaJelillero ABHMKEHHS HJAH CaAMOTQ
MATKOTO CJA0B4, KOTOpOe Moryo bl BEIAATH BOJHY BHE3aNHOIC THe-
Ba, 3axjgecTHysmero ee. Ho u 6es caos Mancac, cMoTpeBlias e
npaAMo B riasa, sce noHsya. Chenap Jnulp oinH HeGoaewoi mo-
O¢iHMA HaCMEIUNMBEIA XeCT, OHa NOBEPHYllach H MOIBJA B COLpO-
BOXK/JEHHH CBOEH CBHTH K YPYKETO.
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Wimelt BafiuTi B 3TOT MHTr ODYXHe, OHa Mocaala GH CMEPTOHOCHHM
APOTHK B yAadsiolllylocss cuumgy, MaJgcac HaBepHsika 3amJaHHpO-
BaJja BCe CBOHM HeHCTBHS 3aZ0Jre A0 NpuSHITHA cloaa. B Anbne-
cake OBJIH ee IIMHOHB, AOHOCHBINHe 000 BCEM, YTO MPOHCXOAMJIO
3peck. OHa 3Hana, uro dfictaH BafHTH Bpag AH OXOTHO OTKa-
Kercsl OT cBoel paactd. [NosTomy ciona u 6bliia nMpHBE3EHA OTBpa-
THTeNbHas Anakermin, OHa AosxHa 6blaa cieARTb 3a BafiHTh H
AOKNaAHBaTL 060 BceM mpoHcxoAfAleM. Ee NMPUCYTCTBHE IOJNIKHO
6bl10 TIOCTOSTHHO HanoMMHaTtbh BaliHTn 0 ee cyawbGe, Ona paGotana
H CTPOMJIA 3TOT TOPOJ, @ KOTRa OR Oyjer CO3AaK, el NpHAETCH HC-
ue3nyTh. Cefiyac Ba#inTn nomumana, uto see Ghao 3apaHee pac-
IVIaHHPOBAHO: TNO3BOJAS BalHTH CTPOHTb TOpoA, €H IMO3BONHIH
OCYIIECTRASTL CBOWO CYALEY.

Cama Toro He co3HaBas, Balinty sarpebana HOraME o Noay, ee
ocTphle KortH pBaad gockd. HET! Bcee Gyner coscem unaue, CHa-
yaja OHA XoTeJa BHJABHRYTbCH CBoeHl palOTOA, NPUCOEAHHHTLCH
K TeM, KTO YIpaBifly ropoloM, He Goabwe. Ho Temepn.. Madcac
HHKOrZa He Oy/eT NpPaBHTh 3Aech. ANaKeHUIH YMperT: ec Ha3Haue-
Hue TnpureceT eil cmepts, Merand niara noka He sCHH, HO Gyay-
mee nokasker. Korza auMa mpujer 8 Muerbau, Hajy AJblIecakoM
B3ofiger conHue. Cnabocte GyRer NpaBHTh TaM, NIOKAa 3/eCh pacTer
cHAa. AJbINecak RPHHAMJIEKHT e, H HHKTO HE CMOXEeT OTHATh
ero. :

BafinTH mOKHHyJIa NPHCYTCTBYIOUIHX M NPOLIJIA Yepe3 FOPOA OKOJb-
HBIMH NYTAMH, TAE ee MOIJIH BHAETL TOJAbKO Gaprd, 10 U OHU pas-
GexaJHch OT ee rHeBHOro B3rnfafa, B kaxaoM JABHXKEHHH Teja
6rl1a CMepTh,

Korga-to 3mech GBI MOCT OXpaHH, JIepPeHeCeHHH cefiuac BhImie
nopra. BaitHTe crodana B yanmHsomefics TeHH, NOKa MNOFpy3ka
ypykero He Owja 3akKoHueHa. Iloc/elHHM TpPY30M, KOTOPHIE OH
npuHaN, Guau O6e3BOJIbEbE TeNa MHOTOMHCJACHHBIX oJenedi., BaHan-
0¥ yJAydlssia HeKHil npenapar, MCNOJNb3YeMbIH AJIS KPYDHBIX XKH-
BOTHHIX. HOBHIfl HADKOTHK He TMOBEpPrajg HX B Tpalc H He yGHBaJ,
HO DPHBOAHMJ B COCTOSSHHe, OueHb Oau3koe K cMeprH. Ilpu srom
NyAbC €4Ba NpPOCAYWINBAJCH, a JblXaHHe ObIIO KpalHe 3aMeltieH-
Ho. lonyuns 03y 3TOro BelUecTBZ, OHH MOLJIH Mepecedb QKeaH U
noctudb Hiuer§ara, He HyXKJasch B NMHUIE H BORE, U CHaORUTH
HEeOGXOAUMBIM MSCOM rOJOAHKWX XuTedelt HMruerGana. Bafiurtn He
TOJNbKO MBICJEHHO, HO H BCIYX CTpacTHO rmoxeaana Maacac no-
JYyUHTh HeoOXoAMMYi0 Ae3y. BHelnne meprBas, oHa OyAeT XHUThb,
JIOK2 He KOHYHMTCS €€ BpeMs.

Korga ypykero ckpewicst B CyMepkax, BaliHTn Monda BepHyJach
yepe3 CrylAONMYIOCH ThMy H, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, UYTO THEB Bce €l
OYLIHR €e, cpa3y XKe yCcHyJa.

CoH ocBofonua ee OT HeHaBHCTH., TeM, KTO BHjesn ee B ambeces,
OHA MOKa3ajach TaXOH, KaK OGBIYHO, HO CTOHJIO el MeNbKOM YBH-
AeTh OPOUIEANIYIO MHMO AJaKeH1u#, HeHaBHCTL BepHyilach, B To
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YTPO MHOTHC IOUYBCTBOBAJH €€ XapakTep, H QAHOH H3 HuX 6blia
DHru.

— ¥ MeHda ecTh Ma/eHLKas npochba, DicTau,— cKa3ana oHa.

— Her. Or Tefs M TBOKX XOAAYHX MEPTBELOB MHE HYXKHA TOJBLKO
pabora.

— To HEKOrZA npexje He 6blAa XKecTOROM §€30 BCAKHX NPHUNH,—
CMOKOAHO OTBETHNa JHrH. — B MoeM NMOHMMaHUH, AN DfcTaH Bce
Fpaxkiate paBHH,

— Bor umenno. § pewruna, uro Mouepu Cmepta Goabuie He GYEyT
rpaxznanaMu. Onp Tenep, paboune XKUBOTHbIE H OYAYT TPYAHTLCH,
noxa He yMpyT. Bor mx cyasGa. Uto kacaercsi Tebsi, TO TH VUMIIb
TOBOPHTb ycTo30y, Kak obcrosiT Aena ¢ »1uM? Bpems yxoawr,
OYeHb MHOTO BPEMEHH.

— Ero ¥ HyXHO MHOTO, H B 3TOM 3aKJIOUaeTc MOS npochia.

— Q0OmbscHH. :

— Kaxnaoe yTpo s HauHHaw paloTy ¢ yCcTO30y B Hafexie, YTO
310 Gyaer AeHb B3aMMONOHMMAHHS, M KaXALIH Beuep £ [OKUAAI0
HX C TBEpAOM YBEPEHHOCTBIO, YTO BCEe 3TO HanmpacHH# tpyn. CaMka
YMHA, HO 3TO YM 3JHHOY, KOTODSHIH TNMOAKP2AbIBAeTCsi K TOPOAY,
pasrasigMBaer €ro H yGHBaeT Mblllell, DTH AeHCTBHSI NOX0XH Ha
PasyMHBIC, XOTS K He SIBASIOTCS HMH.

— A 470 ¢ caMuoM? -

~— Tyn, kak 4 Bce caMunl. He pearupyer, naxe xoraa ero ObioT,
IPOCTO MOJYa CHAUT M CMOTPHT, Ho camka, mogo6Ho anauHOY, pea-
THpyeT Ha xobpoTy, W ei 310 Bpasutca. OgHAKo 3a Bce BpeMms
OHa HayyHJachb NPOU3HOCHTL BCErO HECKONbKO (pas, Kak npasuio,
He K MCCTY ¥ Bcerfa NAoXo. Ee HyXHO YYHTL 3TOMY, KaK y4ar
JIORKY, H (pa3nl 9TH, HECOMHEHHO, HUUero AJsl Hee He 3Havar.

-~ DTH HOBOCTH MEHsl He DAaAyIoT,— cKasaja BalinTu, u 370 He#t-
CTBHTENBHO Obiic Tak. Bce aTo Bpems DHrd Morja paforaTb Ha
NONAX, a Tenepb ee TPYA noTepsH, B naHHBIE MOMEHT KOHTAKT
¢ ycro3oy Opial He cauimikoM Baxen. [lajgpHekulcit yrpossl oT 5THX
CYHIECTB NoKa He OBI0, 3aT0 ObIIH HENDHATHOCTH C APYTUMH BH-
Zavu. Ecnm ke omacHocTh npHaeT.. oHa ofopBaja 3Ty MHCAb H
CIIpoCHJIA BCJAYX:

— Ecau cymecTBa He B COCTOSHHH BBIYUHTDH Halll A3HIK, moueMy 6] 3
Te6e He HAaYYMTBCH HUX H3BIKY?

KoHuBy/RCHBHBIMH JABHXKEHHSIMH TejJa JHrH BHIpasu/ia OTYasHHE H
COMHeH1e,

— 3T10 BOmpOC, HA KOTOpHH st He Mory orBeTHTb. Cuavaja OHH
KazaJHch MHe OpoIsiraMH, KOTOphEle He MOryT o0IAaThCs MEXKAy
co6oH, HO TeNnepb BHXKY, UTO ITO HE TaK...

-— HeBo3MoxkHo! — BafiHTd NOJAHOCTBIO OTBEpPTya 3TY HAeK. — Kaxk
MOTYT CylllecTBa AKGOro BEAa ofllaThes, He Nepeaasas K HE I0-
Jyyas TpH 3ToM MHGopManuio? Tel 3ajaemb MHE 3arafkv BMeECTO
TOTO, UTOObl OTBEYATh Ha HHUX.

~— MuHe oueHp Xanb, HO i He MOTY HHYero nojaenarts. VX 3ByKH
B JBHXEHHS He NOXOXM OAHO Ha JpPYyroe, ¥, 4roOH HAyYHTLCH ro-
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BOPHTbH, 51 JIONKHA 3ANOMHUMTE He OAHY cOTHIO ux. ¥ Bce onu Gec-
CMbICJEHHBl. B KOHIEe KOHLOB, fi MOTY NOBEPHTb — HO TOJhKO TE€O-
PETHYECKH, HTO OHH 00JanaloT APYTHUM YPoBIieM OOLIEHHS, KOTOPbLIH
HUKorga He Oyzer gccrynen Ham. [To TEOPHH CHXOJOTHYECKOTO
M3y4YeHHS] OOHH MO3r chocofeH ofpaillaTbCsl HENOCPeACTBEHHO
K ApyroMy. Moxer, 3to paanosoanm? Eciu 6w y Hac B ropoze
6BIJ ICHXOJOT, KOTOPBIH MOT OTBETHTb Ha 3TO!

JMrH MoJYa caywana, Kak BaHHTH BeIpa)aer orTdasiHue, coMHe-
‘TIHE H HEeBepHE.

— $1 ne mepecrawn yausasitbes Tebe, JHrH. TBOs NPEBOCXOAHAS
namaTh Oblna noTepsHa AAA ropoja, KOrda Thl NOCBATHAA CBOXO
KH3HDb 3T0H oMep3uTeapHoR (uaocodpuu. Ho cefiuac a aymaso, uro
TBOH 3KCIEPHMEHTH He YAaJHChb H HaleXXAHW mornfas. $1 wapemry
TBOWX YCTO30y H pelly, YTO ¢ HHMH JeaTh. -— BaiiHtu samertuna
npoxogamyil Craanan K cienana ef 3HaK CJeJ0BaTh 3a CO-
601,

Korza oHn nozowwin k TiopeMHoifl koMHare, CramjiaH TOPOMJIUBO
BHILJIA Biepef, YTOOH OTKPBITL ABEpb. DalHTH mpowisa MuMo Hee
H CTaja cMOTpPeTb Ha MOJOAYI0 yerosdoy, a Crananar TeM Bpeme-
HeM CTOfila PRAOM, TOTOBAR BMEIIAaThCH B CAyyde KakoH-auG0
HeoxxuaanHocTd, CamMka cugena Ha KOPTOYKax, HO ee ry0u ObUIK
NPHOTKPBITH, NOKa3biBas 3y0b, H BaHHTH NOYyBCTBOBAasa rHEB
NpH Takoi ABHOK yrpose. MajerbK#uit caMel MoJ4YaJ, HENOABHX-
BO CTOfl ¥ 3ajHell CTeHHl.

Baitntu o6pathnach K JHMH M NpHKa3aaa:

— IToxaxxu, Yero Thl OOCTHrAA.

Koraa Keppuk ycawlmaZ CKpexeT 3acoBa Ha JABEDH, OH METHYJCSH
Ha CBOE€ MECTO, yBepeHHHH, 4TO NpHIUea /Jedb ero cmeptd. Hcea
HavaJja CMeATbCA Haj HHM.

— Taynnit Mansulik,— cKaszana ona, NOTHpasi NapanHHbl Ha CBOEM
rojioM uvepene,— IJYNBIA ¥ TyrIHBHHA. Mapar npHHec HaM eav
M IIOHTPAaeT C HaMH.

— Mypry npHHOCAT CMePTh, H OXHAXKAK OHH YOBLIOT Hac.

— Tlaynuil! —oHa 6pocHiia B Hero KOXYDY aledbCHHA M ¢ YaLIG-
KO# Ha RUIe NOBEPHYJIACh K BXOAALIHM.

Tlepeerm Bolnen cTpaHHWH Mapar, KOTOPBIH THAXeNo cTynala o To-
ay, H ee yabGka ncdesna. OAHAKO 3a HHM CJ/eA0Bak npyrou, 3Ha-
KOMHH, H yAbifKa BepHynach.

Ona 6blna JIEeRHBOH H He OY€Hb CMBIIIJIEHOA AEBOYKOH.

— TloroBopu co MHoO#,— npukasana BahHtH, ocTaHOBHBIUHCH ne-
pea ycTo3oy. 3areM ¢ yjnapeHHeM, MEIJIEHHO M OTYETJIHBO, Kak
6yaTo roBops ¢ MoJoAoH ¢aprr, noBTopuna: — Ilorosopu.. co
MHO#!

— YMouxso Te6s, NM0O3BoJNb MHe nonpofoBaTh MepBOH,— CKazanaa
IHri. — §I cMory A0OUTLCA OT Hee OTBeTa.

— Hnyero Tk He cmoxemws. Ecau 3TO cymecTBo He yMeeT TOBO-
puTh, ¢ HEM Bce OydeT KoHueHo. CAHIIKOM MHOTO BPEMEHH MOTpa-
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ueHo BNycTyio. — [losepnyBumMch K caMke ycTo3oy, Bafiutd vyerko
H ACHO NPOCHrHaania:

— Bor Moe nocnegHee TpefoBaHue: Thl OyAelllb TOBOPHTb ceHyac
W He Xyxe, ueM - Apyrue Hiaunl. Ecau T cgenaews 370, Tebe
Oyzer coxpatlicHa H3Hb. PasroBop 03HayaeT KU3Hb, NOHAJAA?

Hcen nmousna-—mno KpahHei Mepe yrposy, COAEPXAILylCsa B CA0-
BaXx.

— §1 6yay roBopHTh,— CKa3aJia OHA, HO CJOBA TaHy He NMPOH3BENH
BRCYATIAERH® Ha Oodabmoc Ge3ofpasiioe CyHMECTBO, BO3BBHILIAI-
meecss Haj Hefi. OHa AOMKHA BCOOMHHUTH, ueMy ee yunnu... M ona
nBTanach, Kak MorJa, Jenasl ABHXKEEHS M OJHOBPEMEHEO [IPOH3-
HoCsl CNOBA.

— ..Xec neiife 3H3 yy...

BaitHTH Gblna rnocTasjeHa B TYNHUK.

— U 370 pasrosop? Uro oHa ckazasa? Uto anauur «Crapas cam-
Ka pacTeT JOBKO»?

DHIH TOXKe HAYEero He NMoHsJAQ.

— Bo3MmoXHO, 3T0 O3Hauaer, YyTo THOKOCTh yBeqMUHBAaeTcs y ca-
MOK € FOjIaMH.

I'neB zaxsectHysn Ba#intu. [lo Bceft BuUauMOCTH, B APYroH HeHs
oHA Morya O NPUHATH 3TO OOBACHEHHE KAK AOKA3aTeNbCTBO TOrO,
YTG YCTO30Y HayuHiack FOBOPHTh. Ho HE ceroins, mocae Buepail-
HHX OCKODOJICHHH W NPHBOASILET0 B APOCTH JIPHCYTCTBHA AJIaKeH-
urH. dtoro 6b10 CJAWIIKOM MHOTO, H OHA AajKe He NblTajnack 06xo-
JAUTLCS C OTBPATHTENLHBIM CYIIECTBOM chep:xaHHo, Haknonupunce,
oHa cxBaTHAa ero ofeMMH pykaMu U HOJHANMA B BO3AYX Nepen co-
6ofi, TpsAcs TAYNyI0 TBAph H NPHKa3biBasg €d FOBOPHTE.

Oxnako Ta jpaxe He THITAAach. BMECTO 3TOro OHa 3aKphljia CBOH
rjJa3a, H3 KOTOPHX INOTeK/Ja B0ojJa, OTKHHYJIA T[OJOBY Hasaf, WH-
POKO OTKDbINA POT H HCOYCTHAA 3BCPHHBIE KPHK.

BalinTu He ycmena HH O 4eM DOAYMAaTh, KAK ee 3aXJCCTHYJa cre-
nas HEHABHCTb, H OHA BOH3HJAA PsJAbl CBOMX OCTPHX KOHHYECKHX
3y00B B IVIOTKY YCTO30Y.

Topsiuass kKpoBp OpHI3HYJA €fi B pOT, OHA NOYYBCTBOBaja €e BKYC
H pe3ko oTwBbIpHYJaa tpyn. CraajaH LIeBeJbHYJach, BHpaxKas
MoJ4aJHBOe 0A00peHHe.

BaiiHTy BEIXBaTH2A K3 PyK DHCH TBIKBY € BOJOH, Nponojgockala
POT, CIIIOHYJAa H BEINJIECHYJA OCTATOK BOAK cefe 1a JHIO.

Cnenoli rHes yiuea, OHa cHOBAa MOIVIAa AyMaTbh M [IOUYBCTBOBaJia
yIOoBJETBOPEHHe OT TOro, 9to cienana. Ojnako OHa ele He 3a-
KOHYHJA: BTOPOM YCTO30Y GBI elle XHB. DhICTPO NeBepHYBIUHCSH,
OHa ABHHYJAcb NpsMo Ha KeppHka, cBHPENO rasia Ba Hero.

— Tenepb TH, NMOCHeAHKH,— cKa3aja OHA M MOTSHYNAChb K HEMY.
Orcrynats 66110 Hekyaa. OH 32JBUTrafJCsa U 3aTORODHJ.

— ...9CeKaKypyl — ICeKHAIIaH — 3Jea aefife — nedile...

B mepemifi MOMeHT 3T0O noKasadoch Geccmblenuuedt, ¥ BafinTa war-
HyJla Brepea. 3aTeM OCTAaNOBHJAch H {IOCMOTpeNa Ha CYIIECTBO
B YROP.
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OHo pa3 3a pasoM DpHCceAano, o KpaHeefi Mepe NBITANOCH 3TO
caenatb, Ho 4To 03Hauanyw 3TH ABMIKEHUS H3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY?
W Bapyr npuwso NIOHUMaHHE — HY KOHEUHO, Y HETro e HeT XBO-
cTa, H OH le MOXeT crenaTh Bce, Kak Hajo! Ho ecam 6wl XBOCT
y Hero Oula, 310 nmoxoAmnao 6b rRA NMONBITKY o0wieHHs. OTaennHbe
(bparMeHTs COeAWHHAHCH B MO3TYy BMeCTe, W DBafiHTH BOCKJIHK-
HyJaa:

— Ter norsina, 3urn? CMOTPH, OH ReIaeT 3TO CHOBA.

Heykmoxe, HO n0CTaTouHO ACHO AJH NMOHMMAHHS YCTO30Y TOBO-
pHa:

— 51 oyeHb ne xouy ymupath. §I OueHp Xouy roBopHThb. Oueub
JOJro, 0YeHb XOPOLIOQ. '

— Tel He yBnia ero,— ckasana JHTH, KOr4a OHH MOKHHYJAH KOM-
Haty W CrajnaH 3aKpelia jBepb, — A npexae y 1e6s He 610 XKa-
JIOCTH K HHM,..

—- Te Huvero ne crownn. TH HOJMKHAZ HAYUHATH 3TOTO MNOCHELHErO
TaK, 4TOOBl ero MOXHO GBbLIO HCIONL30BaTh B Jwboe BpeMs, 3Zech
MOTYT NMOSIBHTLCS APYTHE CTad STHX cyuiecTs. OAHEKO TH yTBEPXK-
Aana, YTO OH HUKOTAA He rOBCpPHUA?

— Hunkorna. BepostHo, o Gosnee coolpasuTenbHBI, 4eM camka,
OH Bce BpeMs cneJH 32 MHOW, HO HHKOTAA 1€ TOBOPHI.

— Tel myumnii yuuTens, ueMm tefe KaXkercs, DHTH,— BEJIHKOLYLI-
Ho ckasaja Bafinti. — Tooeit enHCTBeHHOH olIu6Koi G0 obyue-
HHE HE TOTO YCTO30Y.

13

Xots neGo HaBepxy GO YUCTHIM, BETEp IHaj yepes nepeBas MeJ-
kuft ceer, IlopheiBhl ceBepiOro BeTpa NOZHHMAJNH €ro €O CKJIOHOB
BHH3Y, a 3aTeM HEeCJH XOJOAHBIMH BOJHAMH.

XepuNaK, HAKJAOHACH BHEpel, C TPYAOM llIaraj uepe3 BHICOKHE CYTI-
po6el, Ero mnpasuwifi cHeroctyn OBT CIOMaH, M 3TO 3aTPYAHSIO
ABH2KEHHE, OJHAKC, OCTAHGBHBIIHCH AJAA TOUHHKH, OH MQT norué-
HyTb Tpexiae, yeM 3akoHUHT ee. [lotoMy oH m cnemna. Haxouer
OH IIOHAN, YTC BCTYNMHJ HA repeBa’ U MUHoBaa ero. Koraa oH me-
pecex KDPYTOi CKJOH, cephle CKaabl NOJIHAJIHCE H3 cyrpoGoB H fipe-
Fpajule Jopory BeTpy. XepHNakK MOYYBCTBOBAJ, UTO Berep cJha-
6eer. Eule HeCcKOALKO LIArOB, M OH MOJHOCTBIO CTHX, OCTABLIHCH
3a cKajaMH. YeJoBeK CO B3I0XOM CeJ, MPHXXaBUIHCh CIHHOA K Luep-
UIZBOMY KaMHIO: NMOAbEM MoTPeGOoBal HANPSIKEHHS BCEX ero OrpoM-
HBIX CHJI.

Ero pyxaBHLH NOKPHJIHCH CJAOEM JbIA W CHCTa, K Ol KOJOTHJ HX
ApYyr O Ipyra, mOKa OHH He npHOOpEeaW NpPeKHero BHIA, a 3arTeM
TEIVION BHyTpeHHell pyKaBHLEH CTPAXHYJ ¢ OPOBeH M PecHHL CHEX-
Hbl@ XJOMbS, MellaBiIHe YBURETh AOJURY BHH3Y.

D10 GHJOC YKPHTOE MECTO, T elle 3WMOBaJH MTAHTCKUE OJJeHH —
OH BHZEJ TeMHHBe NATHHINKK KX LIKYp B foiuHe. TaM pocau BH-
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COKME JAEepeBLH, NOJ KOTOPRIMH paceTHiaics Jayr U §exan pyuef,
HHKOI'la He 3aMep3aBLUNH, TaK K€ KaK HCTOUHHMK, JABUIHK eMy
Hayayo. 3Jech OHJIO TPeKPACHOE MeCTO AJA Jareps H 3HMOBKH,
H3BECTHOE KaK MecTo Jarepsi caMMaj AmaxacTa. Amaxact On
XeHaT Ha cecTpe Xepujaka.

Ho cefiuac noauna BHH3Y Obiia nycra.

Becrs 06 3TOM IpHHEC OXOTHHK M3 caMMaja Yabngpapana, U Xe-
PHJAK pEIIn, YTo A0AXeH Bce yBHAeTh cam. OH B3fJ KONbe H JAYK
€O CTpeNaMiy, HaTep TeJO I'YCHHBIM KHMPOM, Hajfel Ha cefs onex-
Ay H3 WKyp 606pa MeXOM BOBHYTPb, & 3aTeM OJAEXKAY H3 IIKYp
THrauTckoro oJeHs. Co cHerocTynaMu, NPHUKPeNJeHHHRMH K TAXKe-
JHM MexOBHM OOTHHKaM, oH OB roTOB K 3HMe, UTOoOH ABHIATHCH
GrCTpee, OH AOJKeH OB HATH HaJlerke, H MOTOMY MELIOK 3a €ro
nnedaMH nMea Gosiee UeM CKPOMHHIH 3anac CyUIEHOro Msica M CMe-
CH PacTepTHIX OPEXOB H ATOJ — 3KOTasa.

OH ACCTHr 1eIH CBOEro NyTeINecTRHS, ¥ ObJ moBOJeH stdM, Ha-
KJIOHHBINNCE, YTOOR NOYHHHTH CHerocTyl, XepujaK I'pH3 CHEr, M
KOXKIHHA pas, KOTEAa, HEHANOJAro OTPHIBAsCh OT PaGOTH, NOAHHMAA
rJasa, nycras JoJHHA BHH3y HAllOMHHAJNA O neyasnnHO# mpasje.
Beln nosaeHs, Koria OH BCe 3aKOHYMJ H NOXKeBald HEMHOTO CyXo-
ro Msca, o6AyMHBas, 4To geaars paabiie, CoOGCTBEHHO, Y Hero He
6b0 BHOOpa., ITOKOHYHMB ¢ efoH, OH NOJAHSJICA HA HOrH,— 60Jb-
IOl YeJOBeK, Ha TOJIOBY BHILIE CAMHIX BHICOKHX YJIEHOB €ro cam-
Maj, ¥ TIOCMOTPeN HA JOJHUHY, KyAa cobpaics HATH. Tam Gw ior...
OH aBHHYJICH BAOJb CKJOHA, HU pa3y He OrJAAHYBLINCH Hasal, Ha
IYCTYIO LOJHHY.

Bech neHn OH HIe M OCTAHOBHJICS TOJBKO TOTAA, KOrja MHepBHe
3Be3[kl 3acBEepPKaJK B TeMHOTe. 3aBEPHYBLIMCH B IIKYpH, OH CMOT-
pea B HouHoe HeGo, NMOTOM 3aKpHA riasa, HayWHas ApemaTb. OX-
HAaKO, CJIOBHO BCTIOMHEHB 4TO-TO, OTKPHJI HX CHOBA M IOHCKal B Hebe
3HAKOMHE c03Be3Zud. MacTOZOHT ATAKOBAJ OXOTHHKA, KOTOpHH
Jlep:aJl CBOE KONbE HAroTOBC; H3rufajica PAA 3Be3A B MOsCe 0XOT-
HHKa. BBIM AW TaM HoBHe, fosee G/M3KHe K LeHTPy 3pe3an? He
TaKHe SpKHE, KaK OCTaJbHBe, H BHAMMHE TOJbKO B XOJOAHYIO,
NPO3PAYHYIO 3HMHIOW Houb? OH He GBI B 5TOM yBepeH. ITO MOIVIH
GRITL AYUIM OTBAXKHBEIX BOMHOB, NMOMOTaBIIHE OXOTHHKY. Jymas o6
3TOM, XePHJAAK CHOBA 3aKDhE IJla3a H yCHyJl.

Ha tpernfi zeHp nocne noayass XepHaaK MOAOWIE] K JepeBbAM,
pocmiuM Ha Oepery OBICTPOH PeKH, KOTopas MuUajJach ¢ TaKoH CKO-
POCTbIO, YTO A0 CHX MOp He 3aMepssa B uedTpe. O 1wes, Kak O6BY-
HO XOAST OXOTHHKM, B 3aCTaj BpacijoX HeGOJBUIOr0 OJIeHs, KO-
TOPHH CTPEMIVIAB YMYaJCH, BSMETHYR CHEXHYIO NblJIb. ITOT OXeHb
6nn Jerkoit no6eiuedf, Ho XepuNak NpUILIea CiOAAa He PaigH OXOTH.
IIpo6pasuKce ckBO3b Hally, OH BAPYr OCTAHOBHJACA H INIYGOKO
sagyMajacs. Ilorom Haranys MexAy ABYMsS BETBAMH MNENIO H3
BHyTpeHHOocTel KpoJuka. [locae srore XepHaak sameJ O ToM, KakK
IpHILIEJ CIOZa, X [IPOBEJ KONbeM 110 HH3KMM BeTKaM JepeBbeB, UTO-
fui OHH saryfenn. Hu B OHOM H3 pacckasos CTapHKOB He rOBODH-
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A0¢h O NOAOBHBIX AEHCTBHAX, 5TO CAENAJOCh HEOBXOAMMBIM TOJBKO
cefiuac, Tany ybupanu taHy. Mup nepecran OblTb 6E30MacHHM Mec-
TOM, T€ OXOTHHKH MOTJAH HE 00 TBCS OXOTHHKEI)B.

Bc¢kope OH NMOUYBCTBOBAJ MOJA HOTAMH TPOUY M, BHIHIA Ha ouepen-
HYIO TIOJIAHY, OCTAHOBHJICHA, BOTKHYB CBO€ KOmbe B cyrpob, u cen
Ha KODTOUKH Bo3je Hero, )KjaaTh eMy NPHILJIOCH HeLOJTO.
Hecnplndo, kaxk cTpylika AnIMa, Ha JAPYrod CTOpoHE TOASAHB MO-
SBUJCA OXOTHHK., Ero ronne OLIIO HArotoBe, HO OH OMNYCTHA €ro,
YBHAeB chAsiuero Xepuwnaka. Korga OXOTHHK TOXKe BOH3HJA KOTLE
B cHer, XepHAaK MeAJeHII0 TOAHAACA U Noues K HeMy. OHu BeTpe-
TUJIHCH B LEHTpe TMOJISAHHL,

— §1 3/lecb Ha CBOMX OXOTHHYBHX 3EMJSX, HO 1 HE OXOUYCh,— CKa-
3an Xepunak.— 3Jech OXOTHTCH camMaj Yabdafana, ¥ TH ee
BOXAb.

Yavpanan coraacho kKuBryJ. flogo6uo umenn, ero csersias SopoAa
6niJ1a AJHHOMN NOYTH AO TAJHH.

— Tel XepHaak,— ckasaj oH.— Mos naeMsHHHIA 3aMyXeM 32
Asvocom u3 TBoe#t cammag, — OH ofayman cremeHb HX POACTBA,
3aTeM yKa3an pykoH cefe 3a cnHHy.— BO3bMH ' HalIH KONbA H
no¥AeM B Moo majaTky. Tau remnfee, 4eM Ha CHery.

OHE WK pagoM H MOJYaRH, HOO He rOJHTCH OXOTHHKAM 8oarath,
Kaxk ntunel. HakoHnen noiouwiy K MeCTy, r'fie Ra uardfe pexku CTosLI
3HMHHH Jareph — ABERaAUaTh OOJALIIHX H Kpenkux mnanatok. Ha
JYTY 3a NaJaTKaMH MACTOLOHTH DhUIK CHEr CBOKMH GHUBHAMH, cTa-
paschb gobpatbcs J0 cyXoill TpaBHl, CKpHITOH moj HMM. M3 Kaxnoi
najaTtky B GesobinayHoe HeG0 NOJHHMAJHCL TOHKHE CTPYHKH -
M4, D10 Ghl1a MHPHAA KApPTHHA, XOPOLIO 3HAKoMas XepHIaKy: To
e camoe MOXKHO OLLIO yBHJTh B ¢ro caMmai. YabhalaH OTKHHY
IKYPY, 32KPhIBABIIYIO BXOJ, H BOLIEJA B TEMHYIO [1aNaTKy.

OBH cuielH Mojya, NOKA cTapas KeHIIHHA HajauBaJaa H3 Beapa,
CTOSBIUIETO y OrHfA, TAaAYI0 BOAY B JAEPEBSIHHYI0 KPYXKKY M jHobas-
Nsi7a B HEe CYXYK TpPaBy, 3aBapHBAs BKYCHBIE HanuToK. O6a oxoT-
HHKA TJNOTKAMH TNHJH TOPAYYK XHIAKOCTb, TOKAa KEHHIMHLI, 60J1-
TaBIUHe JAPYT € APYTOM, 3aBepPTHIBAJIHCh B INKYpPH H OJHZ 3a APY-
roHl BbICKAJIb3bIBAJH H3 MTAJaTOK.

— Tol fygems ecrb,— ckasaJ YJabdalaH, xoria OBH OCTaJHCh
OZHH. .
— O rocrenpauMcTBe YiabdamnaHa ropopsT B NaJatkax TaHy OT
Mops A0 Mops.

@dopMajbHble C€N0BA He COBCEM COOTBETCTBOBAAH MNOJAHHOH mnH-
Iie — HECKOJbLKO KYCOUYKOB cyliueHoli poIGHI, sSBHO OYeHb CTapod.
3nma Onaa AJHHHOH, A0 BECHBl elle AAJEKO, H, MPex/le YeM OHa
OpUAET, MOT HauaThcs ToJOMI.

Xepusak AONUJA NOCJHeAHHe KaNNH XHAKOCTH M Aaxe YXHTPHICS
BBI3BATb OTPBIKKY, NOKa3niBas, Kaxofi ofuxpHO# 6bTa efa. On
3Hadl, YTO JOJIXKeH TFOBOPHTH ceHuac 06 0XOTe, IOTOAE, MHTPAaLMH
cTaj H TONbKO TIOTOM TEPEeXOJuThb K neaw Buauta. Ho ator obwl-
qali, MOMIOMMABUIHA Maccy BDEMEHH, TOXKe H3MEelHJCs.
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— Marb xeHB MoOero mepBoro chiHa — keHa Amaxacra,— cKazad
Xepunak. YiantanaH cornacHo kHeHys. Bce cammaz B sToit rop-
HOH AONuHE GblM COENMHEHBl APYr C APYTOM y3aM# Opaka.—
$1 npumen Ha MecTo Jareps AMaxacra, HO OHO MyCTO.

YapdanaH KHBHYJ H Ha 3TO.

— OHH yumiu Ha IOT DPOLUJION BECHOH, HO TpoNa BCerfa MPHBO-
auna Hx B 3Ty fonHHY, Toraa. 6mna naoxas 3HMa, W ITOJOBHHA
MacTOJOHTOB norufaa.

— Celiuac BCe 3UMBI NOXHKE,— DPoBOpYaN Yiastanau.

— OHH He BO3BpALIAANCh [TOCAE TOTO.

— A paHblle OHH YXOJAHJH K MOpPIO?

— Kaxanift rox oHH €TaBUJIH Jarepb Ha pexe y mopsi. Ho B aToM
rOAY OHH HE BEpPHYJHCH.

Hu Xepnaax, Hu Yabhazan He 3HaAH TPHYHHBL CJYYHBLIETOCS.
Bo3smoxHo, caMMal Hallaa Apyro# 3MMEHE Jarepb. YKe He OJlHA
caMMaf 6blna yHHYTOXKEHA X0J0OM, H MX Jareps CTOAJH I1yCThHI-
MH, D10 OblI0 BO3MOXHO. Ho Morjao nponsofiTH H HEYTO Takoe,
0 4eM OHH He HMEJH HHKAKOrQ NMOHSTHUS.

— JIHH KOpOTKH,— cKa3aa XepHJaaK, MOZHUMASICh Ha HOTH,— a AO0-
pora JJHHHA,

Yavtanan Toxke BCTAN,

— Jro JoATHA H OJMHOKHME nyTb. Jpmanmagap noBeier Tebs
K MOPIO.

Boavwe roeoputs 6BJ0 He 0 ueM. XepHAaK MAOTHO 3aBEPRYJACH
B CBOM Mexa M YyKazad KonbeM Ha ior. JIOCTHrHYB paBHHHH, OH
nowies SplcTpee, MOTOMY YTO cHer TaM Guua Gojee muoTHeiM. Cel-
yac Ha 3TOM NOKPRITOM JIbAAOM KOHTHHEHTE €ro eIHHCTBEHHHM Mpo-
TUBHHUKOM Oblia 3uMa. ToNpxo ofHaX/bl 3a MHOTC ZHeH NyTH OH
YBHIEN THTAHTCKOTO OJeHS, H 3a 3THM XYJAHM H HeCHUacTHHIM cCYy-
IeCTBOM TrHajach cTas AJUHHO3YyObiX. Bee oHM jaBuraauch yepes
JOJHEY B ero HalpaBJeHHH. XepHJAaK OCTAHOBHJCH IOJ AEPEBBAMH
H CTaJ XAaThb, CAesl 38 NPOUCKOAALIHM,

HecuactHuifi oneHr ocnaben, ero Goka GbIJIH PA30OpBRaHBl, U ¢ HUX
Kanasia KpoBb, JIOCTHIHYR CKJOHA X0JAMa, OH OCTAHOBHJCS, CJAHIL-
KOM ycTaBluMi, uToOnl 6exaTh Aajblle, H NOBEPHYJCS, HE mOAMY-
ckaa npecnenosateneil x cebe. ['Harmnecs AAHHHO3YObIe BpPOCH-
JHCb Ha HEro €O BCE€X CTOPOH, He ofpallas BHMMAaHHMA Ha omac-
HocTb, OMNOro H3 HHX MOJUENHA OCTPHIM, KAK KHHXKaJd, POr H OT-
6pocHA B CTOPORY, HO 3TO OKa3aloch YAOOHHM MOMEHTOM IJist
BOXaKa CTau, KOTODHIH NPHLITEYJ Ha HCKaJeyeHHOro OJIeH#, Pasfu-
pasi eMy 3aaHHe ROTH. 3aMblias, KHBOTHO€ ymajo, H BCe ORUIO
koHueno, Boxak— KpynHBI#, uepHb 3Bepb ¢ OrPOMHOH FPHBOH
BOKPYI' LIEH — OTCTYNHJ B CTOPOHY, I[IO3BOJIHB OCTaJBHBIM €CTb
HepBREIMH. 31eCh AONKHO OblI0 XBAaTHTh Ha BCeEX.

Orolizg B cropony, 3Beph BAPYI' HHCTHHKTHBHO NOYYBCTBOBAM, YTO
3a HuM HabmwpawoT. OH 3apHyan, TOCMOTPEN Ha XOJMH, [Jie CTOSN
XepuJak, Halllen ero B3risioM. 3areMm mofobpancsi ¥ ABHHYJICH
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B TOM HampaBJeHHH, NOJOHAZ TakK 6.au3k0, YTo XepHJaAK MOr 3a-
INISIHYTh B €r0 HeMUrawlllue XeAThE 171a3a.

Barnsan Xepunaka 6HN HenokoJdeOHM, OXOTHHK He NBHHYJCA M He
MOAHAJ KONhS, HO B €r0 MOJUAKHH TAHJAOCh HeBHICKA3AHHOE Ipen-
ynpexgeHde. IIycTh OHM HAYT CBOHM MyTeM, a OH MOKIAET CBOUM.
Ecan ma mero HanacTh, OH fyaer y6uBaTh — AJHHHO3YOHA 3KaJ,
4TO KOMbS MOTYT 3TO. JKeATHe IJ1a3a CMOTPEJH BHHMATENbHO, H,
BHAHMO, 3BePh NOHAJ BCE, IOTOMY YTO BADYI NOBEPHYJCH H MOLIE
"BHH3 ¢ Xoama, ONHako, OpeXAe YeM TOTPY3HUTb MOPAY B TEIIYIO
KPOBb, OH €lle pas B3TIAHYN Ha XoAMH. IIOR AepeBbSMH HHKOTO
He Oslmo. KonbeHocHoe cyuecTBO yuwio. 3Bepb ONYCTHA TIOAOBY
H CTaJl eCTh. '

Mereab 3anepxkana Xepusiaka Ha neabix gsa aus. OH cnaa 604b-
LYK 4dCTb CYTOK, CTapasicb HE eCTh CJAHMIIKOM MHOTO H3 CBOHX
HCTOIMBUIMXCS 3amacoB. Korja nypra CTHXJa, OH BHOBb MOLIEJ.
Uepes HECKOABKO JIHeH €My NOBe3JIo HalTH CBeXue CAegH Kpo-
JWEKA. 3aTKHYB KONbe 3a peMelb, OH yOMJI ero Crpedoil H3 Jyka
H YCTPOHJ ITHP C 3KApeHbIM MHCOM.

3aech, Ha 1oTe, GBIIO MEHbUIE CHEra, HO TaK e XOJM0HHO, K&K B ero
poaHux Mecrax. Cyxas TpaBa pedRoro Gepera xpycreda Mmof HO-
ramu. XepHJaaK OCTAHOBHJACA K NpHcaymajcs. Mspaneka RoHOCH-
JIOCh YTO-TO BPOAE IUENOTA., DTO OHJ 3BYK npu6osl 3BYK BOJIH, Ha-
Seraromux Ha Geper. Mope...

Korza oH BHOBb HMBHHYJCH Bhepen, TpaBa GoJsllie He XpycTena,
H Konbe O6HNI0 HaroTose. XepHAAK OBLT FOTOB BCTPETHTER JOOYIO
O aCHOCTb.

Ho emy muuto ne yrpoxkano. [loa cepmM 3uMHHM HeGOM OH BHI-
IWes Ha JAYI, YCeSHHRA KOCTAMH MacTOJOHTOB., XOJOAHHIM, KakK
CMepTh, BeTe€pP CBUCTEJ B HX H3OTHYTHIX BLICOKHX pebpax. Iloxh-
paTeny NajaiH yxe CACNAJH CBOE LeJ0, NOCHe HHX MPHMIJIH H IIH-
POBAJIN 34€Ch BOJIHBl H MOpCKHE NTHIH. 371echb XKe, TOJIbKO BAANH
OT MAacTOAOHTOB, OH Hallles lepBHle CKeneTH TaHy. Ero uenmioctn
KDEeIKO CKHMAJHCh, a IJ1a3a CYyXKaJHCh NO Mepe TOro, Kak OH I0-
HHMaJl, CKOJbKO cKeJeToB pasfpocaro mo peuHoMmy Gepery. JT0
66710 MecTO yxKacHo# GoJilH, MecTo CMepTH Beel caMMaj.

Ho kto y6ua ux? Jlpyraa cammaza? Toraa 6w HamajgaBuige 3afpa-
JIH ODYXHe M NajlaTKH H yBeJH OB MAaCTOZOHTOB, a He yGHBaNH
6nl Hx BMecTe ¢ Bjafeabuamu. [Tanarku OHAH 31eCh, CAOKEHH H
NOTPYKeHbl Ha BOJOKYIHNH, JeXaBlIHe PSJIOM CO CKeJeTaMH MacTo-
JOHTOB. 3TO cammag cofHpana CBOH Jarepb, uToOM VHATH OTCIOLE,
KOTJa cMepTh o6pymuiach Ha Hee,

Xepunaxk HpOAOMXKA/A NIOHCKH, M CPead KocTeli KPYIMHOro CKeleTa
yBHgea Gaeck Metanna. OCTOPOXKHO OTOABHHYB B CTOPOLY KOCTH,
AOCTaj NOKPHITHH PXAaBUMHOH HOX H3 HeGecroro Mmeraasna. CrepeB
pPXaBUYHHY, OH Cpa3y y3HaJ 3TOT HOX. CXBATHB er¢ 0feUMH pyKaMHu
M noAHRAB K Heby, OH 3amjaakal H TPOMKO 3aKpHual OT Goau U
rHEBa.

Amaxact OHJI MepPTB, TaK Xe KAK BCE XEHINWHH, AETH H OXOTHHKH.
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Meptey, Bce mo eanHoro... Camman Amaxacta GoJibile He cyule-
CTBOBAJA.

Xepunak cUpaBHJCH CO CBOEM Meuaablo M nepecrai naakate. Ceil-
yac. OH AOJKeH Ha#dTH yOuiin. Husko COrHyBIIHCb, OH XOAHJA IO
jarepio, caM He 3Had, dero HueT. Ho uexan oCTOPOXHO H BHHMA-
TeJIbHO, KaK MOrYT TOJMBKO OXOTHHKH, TeMHOTa NoMmellata eMmy,
OH JIer Ha HOYb PSAOM ¢ KOCTAMH AMaxacTa H cTal HCKaTb ero
AyX Ha HouHoM Hebe, Ox HaBepHsika OBII TaM, CpEfH CAMBIX APKHX
3Be3 .

Ha cnegyiouwee yTpo OH Hamea To, 4r0 Hckad. [ToHauaay 210 no-
KA3aJ0Ch €My OOPBIBKOM KOXKH, OJHHM cPeld MHOTHX, Ho, y6upas
YepHE MOPOJKEHMH KyCOK, OH YBHAeR NoJ HHM KocTd. OcTOpox-
HO, UTOOBI HE MOBPEAMTb OCTaHKOB, YAAJMJ KOXKAHHH TOKPOB. 3a-
BOATO RO KoHua paboTel XepHXaK NOHAJA, YTO Haulesa, HO BCe Ke
MPOACHKAJ, IOKA BCe KOCTH He GLIIU 00HaXeHH.

D10 6BIO ANMHHOE CYLECTBO ¢ MaJIeHbKAMH aTpo(QUPOBAHHBIME
HOramH, ¢ SOAbUIEM KOJHYECTBOM KOCTel B MO3BOHOUHHKE.

Mapar ocofioro BHAa, ouHOHTLCS OBIJIO HEBO3MOXKHO, XOTH XepH-
JaK H He Buaea nogobubix mpexpge. Kak oH nouaq coxa? Bedb
MYPTY HEe MOTYT 3KHTh TAK AAJIEKO OT XAaPKOTo I0ra.

IOr? Uro 310 Takoe? XepHaay NMOCMOTpEN Ha 3amafl, OTKYAa MDH-
wen. TaM Mypry He 6miyio. OH NOBEpHYJCH K CeBepy H MDBIC/ICH-
HblM B30POM YBHIEJ] XOJAOAHHE JbAbl H CHEra, He CXOAALLHe HH-
KorZa. TaM 3KH/JAH NapaMyTaHH, OUeHb MOXOXHE Ha TaHy, XOTs
H rosopusiune uHade. Ho 3mecy nofmBasH aumb HeMHOTHe H3
HHX, OHY PENKO INPHXOAHJH HA IOr H BOEBAJH TOJABKO ¢ 3UMOH, a He
¢ TAHY HJM KeMm-To elle, Ha BOCTOKe, 3a OKeaHOM, TOXe HHKOTO
He §51710.

Ho ¢ rora, ¢ )kapkoro 1ora Mypry MOrJIH IPEHTH, IPHHECTH CMEPTb
H yiiTH o6paTHo. IOr...

Xepusiak BCTaNl HA KOJEHM H BHHMATEAbHO Da3TiAAbIBaJ CKeleT
MYPry, 3alOMHHasf BCe €ro [eTajH, MOKa He cyMel N0 NaMsATH
BOCITPOH3BECTH €ro H300paKeHHe Ha Necke.

3areM OH NOAHAJACS, 3aTep PHCYHOK HOTAMH, TOBEPHYJICA H, He
OrAAAbIBAfAChL Ha3ad, Nollen B 06PaTHEIH TYTh.

14

KeppHK Tak EHKOrAa M le NOHAJ, 4TO XH3Hb eMy Cnac ero BO3-
pact. He To urtofu Bafintn nowmaaunma ero, noTOMy 4YTO OH ObLI
elje MaNbYHK, OHA HCIUHTHIBaJa HACTOJBKO CHJbHYIQ HEHABUCTH
K N1060My YCTO30Yy, 4TO C YIAOBOJLCTBHEM Npefania OB ero cMepTH.
IIpocro Hcen nepepociia TOT BO3pacT, KOTJAAa MOXKHO HeNOCPeACT-
BEeHHO YCBAMBATh HOBHI 53bIK, OCOOEHHO TAKOM CJOKHHH, Kak
A3LIK HAnau, [Ins Hee MapGak OBl eIMHCTBEHHEIM crocofoM paa-
roBOpa, ¥ OHH MHOr0 CMESJIHCh C JAPYTHMH JXeHN{HHAMH, KOT'Aa
OXOTHHKH ¢ Jleganwx ['op NMpHXOAHIH B ee TMaJaTKy H TOBODHJIH
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T4K M0X0, YTQ HX € TPYAOM MOxXHO ObUIO TouATh. OHa Ovlaa
BCETrQ JUIDb [JYIIOBATHIM, HECMAIIIJEHHM TpPEACTABHTENEM TaRy.
ITosTOMYy OHa He BHKA3BEIBaNA 0COGOT0 HHTEpeca K K3YUEHHRIO S3bl-
Ka MRJIAN H AOBOJBCTBOBANACH 3ayIHBAHHEM HAU3YCTh HECKOJBKHX
3BYKOB, AOCTaBJSBUIMX YAOBOJLCTBHE Mapary, H IOJYyueHHeM 3a
ato mHIH. MHora oka Ja)ke 3amoMEHaja ABHKEHHE Teja, COMpo-
BOXKNaBlee 3TH c¢aoBa. M Hee 3To ObIO TAYIOH KIpoR, H OHZ
JKECTOKO TIONJAATHAACh 32 CBOE JIETKOMBICIHE,

KeppHK BUKOTZA He AyMaJ O sI3bIKe KaK O CaMOCTOATEIbHOH 06sa-
cTH KH3HH, OH GbIJI CAHNIKOM MOJQ[, 4TOOH H3YUHTh S3bIK CO3HA-
TeJibHO, Ecau 6bl eMy CKa3ajM, 4T0 B si3blKe HHJTaH eCcTb COTHSA
MOHATHH, KOTOPHle MOMKHO KOMOHHHPOBaTh B 125 MHJJIHOHOB Ba-
pHAUHH, OH TOJNbLKO mOXKaJ Obl TIJIeYaMH. DTO HUYETO He 3HAUUIO
AAs1 Hero, HO0 OH He MOF CYHTATbh H He NMpPeACTaBasa yHcAa Ooablie
asedanuari, Bee, 4TO OH H3YYWJ, OH H3YYHJ HHTYHTHBHO, CIIOHTAH-
Ho. Ho Tenepp, mo mepe #3bIKOBOrO pPOCTA, DHIH NpHBIEKANA ero
BHHMAaHHe K CUEBHAIKNM YTBEPXKACHHSM, cnocofam HHTeprpeTauuu
NOHATHH H 3aCTaBAANA NOBTOPATb ABMXKEHHS TeJa A0 TeX NMOP, NOKA
OH HE CTaJ AeJNaTh HX BEPHO.

M3-3a HEBOSMOXHOCTH H3MEHNTh YYACTKAMH IBET CBOSH KOXKH OH
6Bl BLIHYXKJeH 00yYaThCs TAK HA3WBaeMOMY CEPOLBETHOMY pas-
roopy. B mxyaragx, Ha paccBeTe uUJAH B CyMepKaX HHJaHH o0ma-
JHCh 0e3 H3MEeHEHHsl IBeTa, Tak INOAGHpas BHPameHHA, YTO OH
CTAHOBHJICH HE HYXKEH.

Kaxnaoe yTpo cBoero 3akJ/IOUEHHS, KOrjJa OTKpbIBaJdach ABEpPb, OH
®Kaan cMepri. OH CAHUIKOM XOpOLIO MOMHEA Pe3HiO caMMal, YHHY-
TOXKEHHE BCEX JXMBBIX CYIIECTB — MYKUMH, JKeHIIMH, AeTed, Aaxe
MacToionTo8. Ero u Mcen Toxe moran ybute B anofo# genb. Ko-
ria GesobpasHbit Mapar BMecto cMepTH npHHec nunty, Keppux
HOHSJ, YTO MX YHHUTOMEHHE OTKJaJbIBAeTCH HA OJHH HJIH HECKOJb-
ko AHedi. [locne 3TOro OH MoJua caAeAus 3a NPOACXOAALLHM, CTa-
pafch He cMeAThCA, Koraa raynas Vicem neHb 3a JHeM COBepILana
oH6KH. ¥ Hero Oblla TOpPAOCTh OXOTHHKA, IO3TOMY OH He MOMO-
raj Hu eH, HH Mapary. Uepe3 HecKoAbKO OHeH OH 0OHAPYXKUJ, YTO
NOHEMAaeT KOe-YTO H3 TOro, YTo TOBGPHT DHCH, KOrja pa3roBapH-
BaeT ¢ APYrdM MaparoM, KOTODHH O erc H CBA3BIBAJ H KATOPO-
ro OH HeHaBHlen Ge3aMepHo, Temepsr COXpaHATb MoJuaHHe ¢Tajao
ellle BaXKHee, 4eM mnpexJe, 4To6L He BBIJATHL CEKpPeTa ero 3HaHUf.
3To 6Ry MaJeHbKHH ycnex nocje NpeiulecTBOBaBIINX €My Hecua-
CTHH. . :

A 3zarem Balintu y6uaa aeBywky. OH He xajnex 00 3TOM, NOTOMY
4YTO OHa ObIa TIVyHa M BIOJNE 3aClyXHAa CBOK [e4aJbHYIO
ydacTh., ToabKo KorAa BafiHTH cxBarwia ero H OH YBHAEN Ha ee
YeJIOCTAX CBEXYIC KPOBb, BhIAEpIKKa HaMeHHNa emy. [lozaree,
cTapasach OODBACHHUTL CBOH CTPax CMePTH OT 5THX OCTPHIX 3y00B,
OH FOBOPHA cefe, UTO OXOTHJICH BCErs OAMH Pas, YTO HHKOrAa He
BOCIpUHHMaN ceba Kak oxoTHHKa. M aeficTBHTeNbHO, OH Hemyrad-
ca 6oJpllle, yeM TOTAA, KOTAa Kollbe NPOH3WJIO Mapara noi Bojoil.
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OTKpPOBEHHO TOBOPSI, OXBAUEHHHH YyXXACHBIM CTPAXOM, OH €aBa JH
CO3HABAJ, YTC }KH3Hb €My CHACH0 YMEeHHe FOBOPHTh.

Keppuk no-npexHeMy He COMHeBalACf, YTO OMAHAXKABIL, KOTAA MYp-
TY HajoecT BO3HTLCS C HHUM, OHH yObioT ero. Ho »ToT HeHb Onin
B OyayiieM, a cefiyac B ero Ayuwle NpoCcHyJach Hajgexza. Kaximni
AEHb OH TIOHHMaa Bce OOJbiIe M TOBOPHJ Bee Jyyine. OIHAko OH
elle HH Da3y He MOKHIANn 3TOH KOoMHaTel. EcaH OHH He colHpa-
IOTCA BEUHO AepKaTb €ro IO 3AMKOM H IO3BOJAT €My BBIHTH OT-
Clofa, OH CMOXeT OexaTb. Mypry XOAW/H IepeBadHBafACh, H OH
OBl yBepeH, 4TO Geraer OnicTpee HX, €CJH OHM BoOOGHIE CIIOCOOHMB
GeraTs, DTo Gblia ero TaiHas MBCHb, H MOTOMY OH Aedaj BCe, UTO
eMY TOBODHJH, H Hadesicd, UTO €r0 HENOKOPHOoCTh 6yaer 3abmTa,
Kaxawii 1eH» HauMHancs ofuHakoBo. CrannaH oTKphiBaia ABepb,
BXOAMNA ¥ BHHMAaTeAbHO ocMatpuBana Keppuxa. Xotsi 0H Goablie
He CONPOTHBASJCS, OXOTHHIA IUBHIpAJNA €ro Ha moa H, GObHO
HaJaBAHBas KOJEHOM Ha COHHY, HAKIaAbiBaja KWBbIE KaHIajb
Ha ero IMKOJOTKH ¥ 3anfactbd. 3ateM CTajyaH Tepia e€ro rojony
CTPYHOH-HOXOM, YAAJAsis OTPOCIIME BOJOCHL. JHTH TOSBIANACDH
no3jHee, ¢ QPYKTAMH M TeJeBHM MSCOM, KOTODO€ OH BCE-TaKH 3a-
craBun cefsi eCcTh, Bejb MACO O3RAYAJNO CUAY., KeppHK HHKoria
He roBopus co CTanjaH 3a HCKIIOUEHHEM TeX CllyyaeB, Koria oHa
6una ero, Tpe6ys oreera, OH 3HAJA YK€ NOBOJLHO MHOTO, YTOGHI
He HafledTbCsl HA cOCTpajaHHe 3TOr0 6e306pasHoro, XpHIJIOroJao-
COTO CYLUECTBA.

Ho 3uru 8o BceM Oblia apyrofl. OCTpHM ManbYHIIECKHM B3IIs-
IOM OH TIPUCMOTpesiesl K Hel BOAH3HM H 3aMeTud, YTO Oila peard-
pPYeT HHaue, ueM ocTannHele mMypry. [lpempae Bcero oHa BeIpasuia
CBOe QropueHHe, KOTHa Onsia ybura nesymka, a Ctajiad 3Ta cle-
Ha ROCTaBH/Aa YIOBOJNBCTBHE, H OHa onobpuaa ee. Korma Bmecte
co CramaaH mnosiBAsiach JHCH, peuhb Kepprka yaydinanach, u
oH Obl yBepeH, YTO MOKeT CKa3aTk MMeHHO To, uto xouer, Korma
xke CraanaH mpuxofuna ciofa oaHa, Keppuk HauucTo 3abnlBan
BCE J0 CAEAYIOIIEro yTpa.

Onuax Ak, KOrAa OHH HPULINHM BMECTe, OH HHYEr0 He CKazaj, HO
T€NO €ro GhJIO TaKHM lieyKJokHM, uTo Cranjan ofomsack ¢ HUM
rpybee, uem ofuniuno. Korna ero pyku OmJY BHTSHYTH BHepel H
XOJIofiHHI€ OKOBbI 3aHSAJH CBOE MECTO, OH 3arOBODHI:

— TloueMy TH NpHYHHsiellL MHe §0b H CBSA3LIBaelllb MeHA? 5 ke
He penad rebe 60JAbHO? ‘

EnnncteennniM oTBetoM CransaH GHUJL MKECT OTBpAIUEHHsA H yAap
no rooBe, HO KPaeMm rJlasa MadbuHK 3aMeTHJ, UTO JHIH NpPUCNTY-
IIABaeTCs,

— MHe TsX€/10 rOBOPHTD, KOTrjJa s CBA3aH,— CKa3aJ OH.

— Crannas,— npousHecsa JHrH,— OH POBOPHUT NMpaBAy.

— Oun xe Hanagax Ha Te6s, WK TH 3abnyia?

— Her, He 3a6nina, HO 3T0 OHIO, KOTAA €ro TOJBKO UTO IpHHEC-
au coga. M Beriomdn, OH Hapan Ha MeHS TOJIbKO MOTOMY, YTO 3a-
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mHMILla] CaMKy,— OHa noBepHyaacs K Keppruky. — Thl Xouems cHo-
Ba HamacTb HA MeHs?

— Huxorga. Tl Mo#t yuurean. §1 3Halo, 4TO, €Cnd 51 TOBOPIO XO-
poOltIo, Thl HATPAAKIIb MEHS NHUIEH M He CAenaellb MHE GOJNbHO.

— Menst yaHBJsET, UTO YCTO30Y MOXKET TrOBOPHMTh, HO 3TO e€lue
AHMKO€ CYIECTBO H JOJMKHO OHTb HaZeXHO 06e3IBHIKEHO,— He-
npekNoHHO OTBeTHAa CTansaH.— BafHTH BO3MOXHIA OTBETCTBEH-
HOCTb 32 3TO Ha MeHd, H 5 BBIOJHIO IPHKAa3,

— Tloxaayiicra, BHNOJAHAR, HO OCBOCOAH €My XOTS OB HOCH. DTO
CAeJaeT pa3roBOp C HHM Jierue,

B xoHue koHuoB CTaJJiaH HEOXOTHO COIMVIACHJIach, H B TOT JeHL
Keppuk Tpyamacs ocoleHHO CTApaTeNbHO, 3Had, 4TO €ro TadHwbii
MJIaH NPOABHHYJCS BIEpen, v

He ymes cuurate aHu, Keppuk He ocobeHHO 3360THJICH O TOM,
CKOJbKO npourio BpeMen. Korga ou Ob1 Ha ceBepe co cBoell caM-
Mag, 3UMa H JIEFO PE3KO OTJIMYAJHCh APYr OT JPYyra, H GHJIO BaX-
HO 3HaTh BpeMs roga Anasi oxorsl. Ho 3geck, B GeckoHeuHo! Xape,
npomweniee BpeMsi Re HMeno sHaverus. Ilopaft noxab GapaGanun
IO NPO3PAYHOMY HJJIIOMHHATOPY BBEPXY, a HHOTAA €0 3aTeMHSJIH
obnaka. Keppnk 3Han TOAbKO, UTO NPOIIJIO MHOTQ BPEMEHH €O AHSA
cmepru Hcea.

Onnaxasl HX exefHEeBHHI ypox Onii HeomuAaHHO npepBaH. Ckpe-
JKeT B 3aMKe NPHUBJEK BHHMaHHe ux OOOMX, H, MOBEPHYBUIHCH, OHH
YBHAENH, KAK B OTKPHBAIOILYIOCS ABepb Bowsa Bafintn. Keppuk
MBICTIeHHO NIPHTOTOBUJACSA K HOBOMY COOBITHIO.

Xorg Mypry ObliH O4eHb [OXOXH APYr Ha APYyra, GH HaygHJICH
3aMeuarh pasniguusi, U BafiHTH 6bl1a ofgHOM M3 TeX, KOro eMy He
cyXAeHO 3abmrs, OH aBTOMAaTHYECKH BOCHPOH3BEA 3HAK HOKOp-
HOCTH M YBaMKeHHUs, KOorja OoHa ABUHYJACH K HEMY, U € YAOBOJMLCT-
BHEM OTMETHJ, UTO OHAa B XOPOILEM HACTPOEHHH.

— TH XOpOLIO NOTPYZHNACh CO CBOHM JAPECCHPOBAHHBIM XKHBOT-
HBEM, DHTH. [aynele ¢apru He MOTYT OTBETHTb TAK OBICTPO H HCHO,
Kak genaeT oH. [TycTb OH rOBOPHT ewle. .

— Tu moXxels GecefoBaThb C HHM caMma,

— Bot xak? $] He Bepw 3TOMY. JTO NOXOXe Ha o6uLeHae ¢ Jon-
ko, — OHa nosepHynack K KeppuKy M ckasana:

— Han BrneBo, JoZKa, HAH BJieBO.

— $1 He n0AKA, HO MOTy HATH BJEBO.

Oun MeanenHo mpowiesn NO KOMHaTe, OKa BaldHTH Bopaxalna He-
JoBepHe H BOCTOPT OAHOBPEMEHHO.

— CraHb nepeno MHOH ¥ Ha30BH CBOE HMA,

— KeppiHk.

— 3710 3BYUHT GeCCMBICAEHHO, Th — ycTo30y, NO3TOMY HE MOXKells
roBOPHTH NparuabHO. Hyxro NPOH3HOCHTS TaK: SKepHK.

BafinTr caerka naMesnaa 3BYKOBOH OGNHK CJOBa, # TeMepb B Le-
JIOM 3TO O3HaYaJo: MeJauTelbhbil, raynwii. Ho KeppuK He ofu-
AeJicsl,
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— OJKepHK,— CKa3aJ OH, 3aTeM HOBTOPHI: — MeanuTenbHuA, ITy-
MHI.

— 370 NOYTH TaK e, KaK TOBOPHTb ¢ (apru,— 3ameruia Baiu-
i, — Ho TH BUAMIIb, KaK HEYETKO OH NPOH3HOCHT: «MEIJIHTeJNb-
HBIH, TVIYIBIA»?

— Ov He Moxer ayullle,— 06bsICHEAA OHrH.— Y Hero HeT XBO-
cTa, a §€3 3TOro He BHIONHHTL NPABHJABLHO Bce ABuxenns. Ho Beap
OH cTapaeTcsl BOCIPOH3BOAHTE HX.

— Cxropo MHe nOHaAOOHTCA 3TO CYLUIECTBO. YPYKeTO INPHBe3 K3
Hner6ana 3xexkak, kotopas pabortar ¢ Bawannu. OHa TinecsaaBHa
M TOJCTa, HO 3TO JYIMHH yueHHH yM DHTOOaHA. 3XeKak OCTAHETCH
3lech, IOKa MBI HyxJaeMcst B ee nomoid, H cobupaiocs ybaaxaTtb
ee BCEMH Cnoco6aMM M Hafewch, YTOG YCTO30Y NPHBJNEUET €e BHH-
MahHe. 3penulile TOBOPAILErO YCTO30Y AOJKHO HMETh YCIeX.

Korpma Balinth nmoBepHynach K KeppHKy, €ro Jdu0 BBIpaxalo
TONHKO TMOYTHTENbHOE BHHMaHHe, B oT/NHYHE OT HHJNAH, Y KOTOPHIX
4YTQ Ha YMe, TO H Ha s3bIKe, OH yMesa Jratb. BaAHTH oraanpena
€ro ¢ HOT JiG TOJOBH.

— OH rpssHuiii. HyxHO €ro noMbiTh.

— On MoeTcs eXeAHeBHO. ITO €ro eCTeCTBeHHbI BerT.

— OrspaTrTenbho. Tax Xxe, Kak ero nenuc. Henpsa au, utobu oH
ybpan ero B CymKy?

— ¥ Hero Her CYMKH.

— 3HauHT, HYXHO CAENATE H NPHUKPENHTb €My, TaKoro xe LBeTa,
KaK €ro maoTh, UToOH He Oblj0 3aMeTHO. A modyeMy er¢ uepen no-
napanau?

— Mex exxegHerHO yOHpaercsi. 310 TBOH NIPHKaA3.

~— [HeficrsuTennHo, Mo#, HO s He NpPHKa3wBajia JAejaTb 3TO Ta-
KM crocoboM. Ilorosopu ¢ Banannu, nyets Rra#ifer gpyrod crio-
co6 ybupath ero. M cuenas 370 HEMEAJNEHHO.

Keppuk BHpakaa NOKOpHYXO GMaroaapHocTh H CMHpPeHHe, NOKa
oun Re yurd, Oaumaxko He yenena Crajanap oneuatare JBepb, Kax
OH NO3BOJHJ Cefe BHINPAMHTHCS H TPOMKO PACcCCMesiTbCS. Ero okpy-
JKaJ CYpPOBHIH MHD, HO B CBOH AECATb JeT OH OTAHYHO OBAaLeN
HCKYCCTBOM BBIXKHBAHHS B HeM,

Bananny uprimia B TOT K€ AeHb B CONPOBOXAeHHH CrajiaH H
OBLIYHOH CBUTH CBOMX MOMOIIHMKOB H HeTepmeJHBHX ¢apra. Mx
65110 CAMUIKOM MHOTO IAS TAKOrO0 MaJeHbKOro nomeuleHus, H Ba-
HannM NpHKaszaJa BCEM, KPOMe INePBOr0 NOMOIIHEKA, XAATh CHa-
pyxu. TTOMOIINEK NMOROXKHJAA Y3JH M KOHTeHHepH Ha moJ, a Ba-
HaJANH TeM BpeMeHeM XOAHJa BOKpYr Keppuka, pasrasfnlBadg €ro
BOJIH3H.

— $1 nHKorna He BHAeJAA TakHX CyllecTs BOJH3KH H KHBBIMH,—
CKasalla OHa,— HO MHE NPHXOAUA0Ch aHATOMHPOBATL HX.

T'oBopst 310, 0HA HaxoAHaach 3a cuHHON Keppuka, Mo3TOMY OH He
Bce CNHHIaN. B nepeBofie ¢ HANAHCKOrO 3TO 3BYyYaao NPHMEPHO
TaK: pe3aTb—MepTBOe—TeN0—OTASABIO—H3Y4YaTh.

— Craxu, Crannan, on gefCTBHTEABHO TOBOPHUT?
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— 310 XHKBOTHoe, — CTannaH He pasfedsna ofUiero uWrepeca n
XOTeJaa e€ro CMepTH.

— ToBopu! — npukasana Banannu.

— O ueM TH XO0Yellb IIOTOBOPHTh CO MHOI?

— DBennkosento! — BockaHKHyJa Banananu, —YeM B nosabaye-
Tech JJIs yAaleHus Mexa?

— CrTpyHOH-HOXKOM.

— QOuenp mI0X0. 3TH IUTYKH TOAATCS TOABKO AJA DPE3KH Msica.

. Ilpunecn yHyTaKa,— npukasaja OHA MOMOLLHHIE,

KopuuHeBoe, ciusHenofoGHOe CYUIECTBO BHITPAXHYJIH H3 KOHTeH-

Hepa Ha JaJoHb Banaanu.

— $1 HCHONB3YIO 3TO AJS NOATOTOBKH o6pasioB. OH nepepapupaer

Mex, HO He MOPTHT Koxy. I[Ipapaa, noka s HcHoJb3OBaja €ro Ha

MepTBHX ofpa3nax; cefivac NOCMOTPUM, KaK OH AeHCTBYET Ha KH-

BblX.

Crannan wBHpHyJa KeppHKa Ha NOoN M HAKJOHHAACh HAX HUM

noka Bawanmu caxkana yHyraka emy Ha roaoBy, CyuiecTBo Mej-

JIeHHO NMOMNOA3JC IO Yepeny. '

— Ovenn xopouwo,— o6baBHAa BaHannu. — [1noTs He moBpexie-
na, a Mex ynaaied. Temepb apyras npobieMa — eMmy o6s3aTesNbHO
HYXXHA CyMKa. ¥ MeHs ecTb BbiZeNaKHas WIKypa, MOYTH TOYHO NOA-
xoaawaa no nsery. OcTaeTcsi NPUMEDHTb €My IIO MECTY W OKOH-
yaTeqbHO OTAenate. 1 mylly DO €e Kpalw HOBS3KH, W OHa NpHJHI-
ner K koxke. Hy, xopotuo, a cefivac BCTaHb Cloaa.

Keppuk exBa He pacimiakajcsi oT rpyGoro U OCKOpOHTeNBHOrO O6-

palleHdsi, HO cAepkancd., Mypry He JNOJIKHB BUJETh €ro [Jjauy-
muM, XoJOAHbA CAH3HAK elle noj3an 1o ero rodose. Korxa oH
AskHydcs o0paTHo, KeppHK B3rJsHYJl Ha MadeHLKHE KyCKH KOXH,

KOTOpBle KaK pas TpUMEpsid Ha Hero, ¥ 3a0bl1 o TBapH, KOTopas

MellJ1eHHO 110J13J1a [I0 pecHHNaM ero rxasa.

Hukoraa, maxe B CTpaliHOM CHE, HE MOT OH NPEANOJOXKHTb, YTO
Oy1eT HOCHTb CYMKY, CHeNaHHYI0 M3 XOpOUWO BHIAENAHHOH KOXKHU
Hcea, nesymke, y6uto#t y Hero na rsiasax.

15

— $1 noaro aymana o TBoeM cTaryce,— ckasana IHra.— W mpu-
W1a K BHBOAY, 9T0 Thl HHK2RMHE U3 HU3IIHX,

— §l — nHXKaHIIHH W3 HH3MHX,— coracHic: KeppHK, cTapasch
COCPeOTOUHTLCS HA €e Peud H We o0pauaTbh BHHMAHHS Ha MOJ-
3alpolero o ero yepeny ynyraka, Illen Bcero TpeTuif feHp, KaK TOT
DYHINAN €ero TeJO OT BONOC, U KeppuK HAXOAHJA 3TO OTBPATHTENb-
HelM. O ¢ HeTepmeHHeM KIaJj, KOTZA TOT KOHUYHT, UTOGHl CMHThL
ero Jaunkme cieps. Cefiyac yHYTaK nojsal 110 €rO 3aTHAKy, U
MaJbYHK MOT BBEITEDETh JIHIIEHHBE PECHHL[ I1a3a THJABHOH CTOpO-
HO¥ JjlaJOHH.

— Tbl He oYeHs BHEMATeJIEH,— CKa3ana JHCH.
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— §I crapawock. S HUXKaHWIKA H3 HE3ILHX.

-—— Ho TH roBopHlllb 3T0 He TakK. TH HHKaK He HAayYHUILCH AeNaTh
3TO NPAaBHJIbHO, & ceffdac atc HeoOxoarMo. CMOTPH: A HHXKaHWHI
U3 HA3UWIHX.

Keppux 3ametha ee corfeHHYIO 103y, NOJOTHYTHIH XBOCT K MOCTa-
pancs NOBTOPHTb.

— Yxe ayuyme. Tebe HyxHO noboJblle MPAaKTHKOBATHCH, NOTOMY
YTO CKOpPO TH 6yjeilb B ofIiecTBe TeX, KTO NMPABUT 3/eCh, 4 CHH
He TMOTepNAT HCKaXKeHHUS SI3BIKA.

— OTKyAa TH 3Haewb, YT0 # HHXaHWWMA K3 HASMIMX? — COPOCHA
Keppuk,

— Bafiutu—3iicran ¥ npasuT 3aech, B Agsnecake. OHa Bbiue
scex. Hom Hell, Ho OeckxoHeuHO BHINE TebA H MeHA, HaXonaTcH
Crannag, BaHaany u apyrue, KOTOpHe PACHOPSKAIOTCA B rOpoie.
¥ HHX eCTb CBOM NMOMOLLHHKH H, KOHEUHO, ()aprK, KOTOpHE BO BCEM
APHCAYKUBZIOT BM. XOTsl cefiyac TH TOBOPHIUb Jyd4Iile, UeM MHOTHE
¢apr, TH HHXKE ¥X, NOCKOJbKY OHHM HHJNAHb, a Thl TOJABKO YCTO-
30y, TOBOpALIEe, HO BCE 3KE JKHBOTHOE,

Keppuka HHCKOJBKO He 3aWHTEPecoBafa CTPYKTYpa HX CJOXKHBIX
OOIIECTREHHEIX OTHOINEHUH, paHroB U npusrderudi, Ceftuac ero
3aHUMAJ0 HOBOE, HUKOIAa Mpexae He CABIAaHHOe CJACBO.

— Uro Takoe ¢papru?

— O#Hu... Ry npocto dapru.

Exsa cxazap 310, DHIH 0CO3HANA NYCTOTY TAKOIO YTREPMKAEHHS.
Honaroe BpeMs oHa cHIeNa HeNOABHXXHO, NBITARCh AOCTHYL ACHOC-
1. 310 ObIJIO TPYAHO. DHTH HHKOTAA He 3aJyMBIBasiach HaJ 3THM,
QOna npocto npunuMada GakT HX CyLIECTBOBAHMSA.

ITockoabKy BHCH TOTOBUJAA YCTO30y K BHICTYNNEHMAM Mepeld DBeic-
HIAMHK, OHA pelnaa o0bACHUTL eMy BCe ¢ CaMOro HavaJja.

— Koraga Monoasie nokujawT 6eper pPoXKASHHHA, OIE YXOHAT B MO-
pe. MHOro JieT OHH XHBYT B OKeaHe, DAacTyT H B3POCJICIOT. IJTO
CYACTIHBOE BPEMSI, MOTOMY 4TO PHIOH MHOTO, a ONACHOCTeH MaJo.
Bce Buixoafimue B OKeaH OJHOBPEMEHHO NPHHAANEXKAT K ORHOW
sdenbypy. Ouu sdenseae apyr Apyra H CBA3AHBl y3aMH, KOTOpHe
COXPAHSIOTC BCK XKU3Hb. [locTEneHHO OHH B3POCNEIOT H NOKH-
AawT okeak, CaM1i0B coGUPAIOT B OAHO MECTO H IPHBOAAT B TOPOJA,
AOTOMY YTO OHHM CMHUIKOM TJIYNH, UTOOH ofecneynBaTh cebs caMH.
ATo OueHp TANKENOE BPEMA AN KaMKIOTO, Beilb HYKHO HANTH cob-
CTBEHHYIO JOpOry B XH3KR, IIHIM MHOTO, HO CYLleCTBYIOT H ofrac-
"HocTH. JKH3HB cocpefoToueHa B ropolax, H MOJIOLEKb HAET TyIa.
OHu cnywampT ¥ yuartcs, Te, YTO HAYUYHJIHCH TOBOPHTh, H ecTh (ap-
rd, TH K€ HaXOAHUIbCA €LUe HHXe, YeM OHH.

— §1 noHAN 370, HO HE NOHSA OTHOCHTENbLHO CAMIIOB. CDaprn——aTo
caMgu?

— KoneuHo.

— Ho tH xe camel...

— Her. Tul HHKOrZa He BHAEN CaMIOB, IIOTOMY YTO HX COREPKAT
B Kanauae.
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Hosocts omenomuia Keppuka. CaMkH, BCe Mypry — caMku!

Haxe orppatutenpHasi CrananaH. JleficTBHTENbHO, MHOTOE Y MYpPTY
GbIJIO CTPAHEKM H HEe HMeJIO CMHCAA, ¥ TaHy BCE YMEJAH rOBOPHTH,
Jaxe MOJOASXKb, 2 y Mypry Her, HapepHoe, OHH OLIAH CAHIIKOM
TIYAEMH.

— A YTO NPOHCXOZMT C TeMH, KTO He HayYH.Ics TOBOPHTH? —— CIIpO-
CHJ OH.

— D710 He AoOJKHO Tels MHTepecoBaTb. JIOCTATOYHO 3aNOMHHTD,
4TO AaxKe HHXKaHuiHe ¢apre, H3 Te€X, KTO HE YMEeT TOBOPHUTbL HJIH
TOBOPHT ¢ TPYAOM, BhIlle Te0S.

— 51 Huxafmai H3 BUSLIHX,— coriacuacs KeppHk u mozasua 3e-
BOTY. .

Bckope MXx ypok ORI NpepBaH CKPHIIOM OTKpHBAlOUIehcs aBepH.
Kepprek mocrapajca CKPHTB HEHABHCTh, KOTOPYIO MCOBITHBAJ BCe-
raa, xorza Bxoauaa Crannan, OHa npHHecaa 3aKpHTHIL KOHTell-
Hep.

— Bpewms npuinjo,— ckasana oHa.— BalHTH XOueT NpeACTaBUTH
yCTO30Y.

Keppuk He mporecroBai, korga CTaasaH B3sina YHYTaka # IPO-
Bela HM 1O HeMy OT rojoBul A0 HOr. [IoToM eff'He NORpaBHJHCH
XKVBBHE KaHAaNH, JAepXKaBiiHe ero PyKH, H OHa 3aMeHHJa HX Ha
cBexXMe. 3aTeM H3BJeKNa H3 KOHTeHHepa AJHHHYIO TOHKYIO JEHTY,
KOTOPasi H3BHBaNach, KOTa OHA AePIiKa/ia €e 3a OJHH KOHeLL

— HaM He Hy>XHBI HENPHSITHOCTH C 3THM YCTO30Y,— cKa3ana Craj-
JaH, TONKHYR KeppHKa Haszaj, ¥ 3axjecTHy/la JeHTooOpasHoe cy-
IeCTBO BOKPYI ero lleH. 3aTeM OHAa 3aKpenuaa NacTbh XKHBOTHOTO
Ha ero coBCTBEHHOM Tese, CAeNaB TeM CaMbiM NETNIO, H KPEenKo
B38J1aCh 3a ADYro# KOHel| JIEHTHI,

— Ilpuraxu emy caenoBartk.3a ToOoH,— ofpaTenach OHa K IH-
I, HEAOGBONLHARA, 4TO Keppuk GuN ueM-TO COJAbIIAM, YeM ApecCH-
poeaHHoe xHBOTHoe. OHH OBIIM PaBHH B CBOeH HEHAaBHCTH OPYT
K Apyry.

KeppHka sTo He 3ajes0: BIEpPBHIE NOCJE 32XBAaTa OH MOI' YBUIETH,
4YTO HaXOAHTCA 324 JABEPhbI0. ¥ HeEro COXpaHWUIHUCh JHIIb CMYTHBHE
BOCIIOMHHAHHSI 0 GOJIM, JNece M nepeBhfiX, KOrAa ero mepBuil pas
Hecau ciofa. Cefivac oH Obla HacTOPOXKE ¥ M30 BCEX CHJ CTapajcH
Ka3aThC MOCAYLINbIM. JHIH LIHPOKO PAclaxHyna JXBepb, H OH TO-
caeloBaJl 3a Hed: pyKH ero GOHJIH KpeNmKo CBE3aHBl BIepeAH,
a csagu uma CraniaH, ep:Kapmiass KOHeN JEHTH ¢ IneTJef Ha
€ro ulee,

[Tepea HuM TAHyJCS TYCKJIO OCBEeUICHHHIH 3eJeHHMA TyHHedb. lon
Onyl IJIETEHBIH, KaK B TIOPEMHOH KaMmepe, HO CTeHH GHJH MeHee
nnoTHeIMH. MIX 06pasoBwBaJH pacTeHHS MHOTHX BHJOB, TOHKHE
H TOJCTHE CTBOJE AEPeBbeB, BbIOIIHECH JO3H, LBETYILIHE KYCTh
H MHOTHe CTDaHHBIE DacTeHHs, HAa3BaHHS KOTOPWX OH He 3HaJ.
IMepekpuBarollKecs JHCTbS He NO3BOAAMH BHAETh HPOHCXOASIIEE
no cTopoHaM. B MHOrouHc/eHHBEIX KODHJOPAX OH MeIbKOM 3aMeyasn
NBHXKYWHeCs GUIyphl, KOTODHE 3aTeM TOABIANUCE B OCBRLIEHHBIX
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coNHueM oTBepcTusx. O NOTNANEN HAa HHX HCKOCA, OCAeN/eHHBI
nocae jpoaroro sakiawyenus. CBeT NMPHYHHAN Goab, H rhasa cie-
3UJINCH, HO OH YIOPHO CMOTPeJ, CTapasch PasnIsAleTh BCe,

«Bot ato u ecthb Anblecak?» — AyMan oH. Korga JHru pacckassi-
BaJa O ropoje, OH NpeacTaBisy cefe THraHTCKHH narepsb ¢ GecuHc-
JIeHHBIMK NaJaTKaMH, YXOAAUIMMH BAadb.

Koprop BAPYr KOHYHJACS OTKPHTHM TNpPOCTPAHCTBOM, TOpasfio
60JIbIIHM, UeM BCE TO, MHMO uero oM npoxoiunu, [naza Keppu-
Ka yXKe NPHUBHIKJN K CBeTY, M OH Pasrjsfles] rpynny Hiaad, cToas-
IHX BOKPYT 3TOro npocrpancTea. Craillal BHIKPHKHYNA KAKYHO-TO
KOM2HAY, H $apri NOKOPHO PacCTYNHAHCL B CTOPOHH, OCBOGOXas
npoxoA. [To NAOTHO YTONTAaRHOH 3€MJC OHM TIPOILAH RO JalbHefl
CTeHH, TAe CTosaAa Hefojbuiad rpyuna. [lpoe U3 HHX GbIAH BecbMa
BLICOKOMOCTABJAEHHbIE, NOTOMY HTO JAa)Ke Ha TAKOM pAacCTOSHHU
6bid 3aMETHM cropOaeHHnle COHNB npueayrd. Koraa onu nojo-
wan Gauxe, Keppux y3naa Bafintu: ona Obls1a OAHONH M3 TeX, KOTO
OH HHKOTHA He 3alyler,

PsagoMm ¢ DiicTau cHAeNa Ba KOPTOYKAX OYeHb TOJCTaf HHNAH, KO-
Ka KOTOpPOiH HATAHYJNAach, rOTOBAst JOMHYTh. BaliHTiH 3HAKOM IIpH-
Ka3ala UM OCTAHOBHTBHCH H NOBEPHYTHCA K TOJCTRKY.

— Tlepen rto6oit, 3xekak, OOHH H3 YCTO30y, COBEDIIHBIUHX Ipe-
CTyIIEHHE, O KOTOPOM Tele H3BeCTHO.

— Tloasennte ero OanXKe,— TOHKHM TOJQCOM [NpHKasana 3xe-
Kak. — OH He KaxKeTcsl OYeHb YK ONacHBIM,

— DTOT NoKa enle MoJOA, Bapocabie ropasno 6oMbLIE.

— "Hinrepecro... TToxkaxure MHe pacnosoxenue erc 3y6os.

[Toka Keppuk JoMan roaoBy Haj cMbicioM 310l ¢pasns, Crannan
CXBATHJA €r0 3@ TOJOBY H DPa3ABHHY/IA HeJI0CTH, YTOOH 3xeKak
MOTJId 3arisfHyTb €My B poT. Ta Obila 3aURTPHroBaHa 3peiiH-
EM.

— OueHp NOXOXE Ha 3JK3EMNAAPH, KOoTophle HMelTes y Ba-
HaJIH, 3TO BeCbMa MHTEPECHO, H HX HYXKHO #3yuarh, §1 yXe BHXKY
Aedb, Korla AJbNecak npep3ofiier Bce Apyruie ropoja CBOMMHE 3Ha-
HHSIMH 00 YCT030y H HX IPAKTHYECKOM HCIOJb30BaHHH.

Balnth caymana ¢ yIOBOJbLCTBHEM.

— Ectp koe-uro emle, uTO TH J0JKHA 3HaTh 06 3THX CyIIECT-
Bax. OHHU roBOpPAT.

3xXekaKk OTCTYIHJAa Hasal, BHpaxas OJHOBPEMEHHO HeAOBEpHe,
yAHBJAEEHE U YBaKeHHE.

-— Ilokaxute,— npHkaszana Bafiury.

Craanan noATOoNKHyna Keppuka mo6iuike, a DHMH cTaja Tak,
9T00B OH MOT BHAETDH €e..,

— Cgraxu cBoe MMS 3THM BHcOWaRWMM HaA ToGOH,— cKasana
OHA.

— 1 — Keppuk, Huxafwui 13 HU3IIKX.

3xeKaK He CKyNnuJiach Ha NOXBaJbl.

n
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— Beaukoneunnit obpasest Apeccuposkd. Hukorma npexiae s He
BCTPEYaJa IKHMBOTHOE, KOTOpOe MOrJao OB [POM3HECTH CBOe
HUMS,

— Ou coocofern Ha GoJbllee,— 3aMeTHJaa DHIH,— OH MOXKeT TORO-
PHTb NOYTH Kak uisaH, Tol y0eaninbess B 5TOM, eciau nobeceqyeius
C HHUM.

Boctopr u HezoBepue 3Xxekax OwbitH Beauku. Hakowenm oHna Haxkgao-
HHUJNAach BHepesl H NpPOH3HECAa OUeHb MEANEHHO H OTYETIIHBO:

— §1 mousana, B 4ueM geso. B AelcTBHTENbHOCTH TH HE MOMKEIIb
TOBOPHTB.

— $1 MOry roBOpHTE OUeHb GHICTPO B OUEHB YETKO.

— IlIpocTo TeGs XOpoillo BEIAPECCHPOBAJIH.

— Her. § nayuuacs, kak yuatcs dapry.

— B okeane? -

— Her, 2 He ymewr naaBaTh. §1 HAYUYHJACH TOBOPHTH, cCJaylIas
DHrH.

3xexak naie He B3LIsHYJMa Ha OJHCH, HO CJA0Ba €¢ OLIJIM NOJIHH
IIpe3peHHus.

— OteHb XOPOWO. YUHT A3HIKY ¥ OOIMEHHIO Ta,,YTO NPHYUHHUAA TAK
MHOrO HeNpHATHOCTEH pajdeKoMmy, caaBHoMmy VKuerfany. Hugero
YAHBHTE&ILHOrO, YTO [JIYNOE XHBOTHOE, BPOje STOT0, HAILIO OOIIHE
a3uK ¢ Jlouepbio Cmeptu, — OHa nomepHynacs K Bafinth. — Tebsa
MOMHO NO3APABHTb ¢ yMeHHeM JelaTh MHOrOe H3 HHYEro: TOpoX
M3 JXKYHUJEH, opaTtopa u3 ycTo30y, yuurens H3 [louepu Cmepru.
Hecomueuno, 6yayuee Ansnecaka Beeraa Oyaer CBETJIBIM.

Bafiuti xectoM ornyctuna JHrH ¥ Keppuka u ofpaTHaach K 3xe-
KaK: '

— 51 Bcerga MOMHIO, UTO HOBBIH MHp O3HadaeT HOBBIE jAeNa, H MBI
BHIIOJIHUM CBOH XOpoIUo, A cefiuac — He Xouelus Ju Msca? ¥ Hac
3necL MHOTO Da3NOBUAHOCTEH, KOTOphle TH HHKOrAa He npofo-
paJsa.

3xexaK UeTKHY/4 YeMIOCTAMH, BHPaXKas yIOBOJbCTRHE.

— 3TO HMEHHO TO, UTO 51 XoTeNa Obl H3yyaTh AJs cebd.

«Iloemsb 1 JONMHH, TOJCTHIH Myprys,— noaymana KeppHk, HO HH Ma-
JleHlIIero HaMeKa Ha 3TY MHC/b He OLIJIO B ero NOKOPHOH no3se.

— OrBeaure ero o6patHo,— Npukasana Batintu.

Crannan gepHyJaa 3a neniwo U noramuaa Keppuka 3a coboit. OH
CNOTHEKAJMCA, IOUTH Uafjak, HO He XajgoBajacA. OHH MHHOBAaJH OT-
KDHITOE IPOCTPAHCTBO M BOLIAHK B 3eJeHbie TOHHENH ropoja.
Craanan cBepuyjia B OLMH M3 HHX, ¥ KeppHK OCTOPOKHO OCMOT-
penca. Korza BOKpyr HHMKOTO HE 0Ka3aJ0Cb, OH BCKPHKHYJ OT
SonH. :

— [lomornre MHe.. Takafg 60Jdb.. 5Ta IUTYKA HAa MoeH IIee.. s
3a7HXaloCh...

Crannad noBepHyJach # vaapuia Keppuka mo roJjose 3a To, 4TO
TOT mocMes fmobecnokouTh ee. Ho ona 3vana, uTo Xo3seBa ropona
XOTAT COXPAHHThL 3TC CYILIECTBO KMBHIM, a NOTOMY DeLIHJa ocJqa-
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6uth nernio. Bpocus cBOOOAHBIA KOHel, OHA MOTAHYJa XKHBOTHOE
33 rONOBY.

Keppux BoipBaJcs W nofexan, He ofpailas BHUMaHUA Ha THEBHHH
peB 3a ero CIRHOH.

Beru, manbunk, Geru Tak ObICTPO, KAK MOTYT HeCTH TeOs HOTH,
Gucrpee, 4em n060H Mypry. Biapyr mepeXl HHM NOSBHJOCH ABOE
HUYEro He 3HAKHX MYPry. '

— ¥Yxopute! — npHKaszaJ 0H, H OHM [OCJYHIAJHCE.

Inyuwe, raynple cyulectsa.. CBofoaHBIH KOHel JAeHTH, OHBUIMH
A0 TJiedy H cliHHe, Mewad KeppHKy, OH NOAHAA PYKY H OTOpBaj
ero. [Ipoferas uepe3 0AHO H3 OTKPBITHX- MECT, OH OIJISHYJCH H
yBuzen, uro Craanan Aanaeko nozain, OH 6wma npaB — 3TH cylle-
CTBa He MOTJIH OErarb. )

O nobGexkan nerue, csofogHee. Tak oH Mor GexaTh Bech JEHb.
Jlerkue pasmepeHHO NpOKaYMBAJH BO3AYX, HOLM UIJIENanu mo mJe-
TEHOMY FOJY.

Huurto He ocranasanBaiao ero. Ecau OH BHAEA BlIepeld TPyNid
Mypry, To BeIGHpan Apyrofi nyTh, a ¢apru paceTynajlics B CTO-
POHH, KOTJAa OH TPHKA3bIBaj. OAMH Mapar He yuweda, nonpo6oBap
CXBaTHTb MadLYydKa, HO KeppuK yBepHyJCA OT 3TOH HEJOBKOH IO-
OBITKH U nobexan gaibire. OKa3aBLIACh HAKOHEIl B 3aKPbITOM
JIHCTLSMHK YrOJKe, OH OCTAHOBHJICA, YTOOBI OTABIIATHCA M AORY-
MaTh.

Topon Bee ewte okpyxan ero, ColtHue npoOuBanoch CKBO3b JHCThH
# caenuno ero. Celyac OO HafeKe 3a NOJAEHb, 3HAUMT, Mope
HaxOAWIOCh 32 HHM, a Cyilla BHepejs, B HalNpaBJeHHH CaAAIIerocs
coanna. VIMeHHO TyAa H AOJXKeH OH MATH.

Fopox mepexoaun B moas Ge3 pe3kol rpaHunsl. Tenepp Keppuk
ABHrajcsi OBICTPHIM IIATOM, Nepexois Ha Oer TOJNBKO KOTAA €ro
3aMeyany.

Berope oH OHJ yXKe Ha JanbHeM TUoJde. JXKYHIIU No Ty CTOPOHY
orpalbl BHITAfZENH MpauHo B Bpaxaebno. Ho ato me mcmyrano
Maabunka, OH IIPOCKOJMb3HYJ TOJA H3ropoibic H ofoMJen: nepen
HHM CTOSLIO OrpOMHOe cyinecTBo, CynlecTBO He JABUTAJOCh, HO
BHHMATEAbHO PasTAabIBANIO YeI0BeKa.

Crpax mapanausoBan Keppuka. CymecTBo GbIJIO OTPOMHBIM: GOJib-
ue, yeM Mypry, Goanie, yeM mamoHT. CepAue MajibiMKa KOJOTH-
NOCh TaK OelIeHO, YTO Ka3anaoch, OyATO OHO cedyac BHIMPHITHET H3
rpyau. OAHaKo CyIIeCTBO He Aeafo NONBITOK NPHOAH3UTBCA K ue-
JIOBEKY, a BCero JIBIb pacCMAaTPHBAJO ero.

Ouenp MelJjelHo, ¢ ocraHoBKaMH Keppuk.Ha4sasa o06X0JdTh cCY-
LIECTBO M OKasalcsi HaKOHel B CllacHTeNbHOH TeMHOTe Jieca.
Ceobopal O auxopan! PazasunyB mauanel, Keppuk crynua Ha
XOJOAHYIO 3€MJIIO AXKYHIJIEH,

QOnuako ABEHYTBCHA BHOEpeN OH HE CMOr: JHaHH MPHJHNANHA K ero
HOFaM H IJIOTHO 06BHBaJU HX.

10 GHaH He oOHuHHE JHAHE. OH pBan HX, nHTaJjcs GHTH, HO BCE
O6nsio Gecrioseano, OH GBI CBS3aR, H AOCTAaTOYHO Kpenko. Mapu-
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Basicb B XOJOAHHX oO6bATHAX JNHaH, Keppuk yBHAes uiljaH, wWen-
IHX K HEMY IO MOJIO.

OfeccuaeHHNH, COBEPIIEHHO HE TOTOBBIH K COMPOTHBJAEHHIO, MAJAb-
YHK [OBEPHYJCA JHIOM K Jecy H IOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK JByHaljue
Jansl rpy6o cXBaTHJAH €ro.

Tpowai, ceoboga!l OH cEOBa €Tal IIEHHUKOM.

16

BaithTH npuchoHssach K fAepeBY, H, NpPHHAB YROOHYn o3y, 3a-
aymanace., Ee teio 661710 HenoOABKHXKHKHO., [[OMOMIHEKY, CTOABIIHE He-
HoAaJeKy, THXO NeperoBaprBaianuchk Mexay coboli. YIx B cBoo oue-
pefib compoBOXAANH Besjecylye ¢apru. BafHTH OblJjia- CJAOBHO
OKyTaHa THIINHOM, TMOTOMY YTO HHUKTO He OCMEJHBAJACH MOTPEBO-
JKHTb NOKOH IHcTau.

Ona oToHXxana, d TONLKO OPABHH ria3 ee caenudl 3a TPeMsA yaa-
JSIOUHMECS CHHHAMH, 210 Obliu BaHannu -— ee He3aMeHHMBIH MO-
MOUIHAK B paCHIMPEHHH TrOpOAa, 3xexax——npue3max yUueHast H
AJlakeHIIH — CMePTOHOCHHIH Ipy3, BHceBIWH Ha ee ee. Cefigac
CaMbIM BaXKHWM I/ AJIakeRIUH 6blIO A0Ka3aTh, YTO OHA NPHHOCHT
noje3y. Ona nabaaana ¥ 3anoMHHa€a, yToGH MOTOM, Korxa Mai-
cac npubyjer cioja, noapobHo ee uudopMmupoBathb. Celivac Aua-
KEHIDH 3aHCKHBaJa Nepel 3XeKaK, cayllas Bce, O YeM TOBOPHAH
MexkRy coboft nBOe yUeHBIX.

Tpouna mcuesna w3 nong speHud BafHTu, ¥ B3rasg ee OCTAHO-
BHJCA HAa JHTH, KOTOpAas MoJ4a MOAOLINA U CTOANA PSAAOM, COTHYB-
IIHCh B YMOJASIOIIEM XKeCTe,

— Ocraep meus,— ckasaja BaliHTH Tax Cyxo, KakK ymenz OHa
oAHa. — §1 He Xouy ¢ ToOOH rOBOPHTS,

— ¥ MeHs geno BeaHuaineil BaxxHocTH. §I yMmoasio 1eba BHCAY-
ATh.

— YXxoaH.

— Tol ponxHa Becaymats. Crangan 6beT ycTo30y, #H st 60IOCh,
4YTO OHa yOber ero.

BaliHTH BHUMAaTeJbHO nOCMOTpeNra Ha DHrH M norpeGoBana He-
Me[JIeHHMX OOBACHEHHH.,

— CynlecTBo nHTan0Ch §exaTb, HO GHJIO TepexBavyeHo, H ceddac
CrannaH H3GHBaeT ero.

— 3Toro s He npHKadwmaja. [lepepafi, utoOH OHa mepecrana.
Her, nogoxan, s caenawo 310 cama. $1 Xxouy ycaslmaTh NoapoGHO-
CTH 06 3ToM wobere. Kak 310 cayuniocn?

— 3ro 3Haer Toabko CTaajJaH, @ OHAa HHUKOMY HE pAacCKa3H-
Baer...

— Mue pacckaxer,— 3ameruna Baliuth ¢ MpaunHofi yrposofi B ro-
Joce.

Koraa oun mopouwin K T}OpeMHOH KaMepe, T0 YBHAENH, YTO NBEPL
OTKPBHITA, H YCJLILIAJIH TJIyXHE 3BYKH YAApPOB H CTOHBI,
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— Cron! — npukazana BalHTu, OCTAHOBHBLINCH B OBEPAX, H IPO-
H3HecAa 3TO CJAOBO ¢ Takok cunoil, wro CranjaH TyT Ke Npekpa-
THJA HCTA3AHHE, 3aMEPEB C OKPOBABJNEHHOH NETAEH B PYKe,

Y ee nor kopumiacs ot Goau Keppux, uabutHii no norepd cosHa-
HHsL.

— [IpucMoTpu 3a ycrosoy,— npHkasana Ba#utwe, H JHru GpocH-
Jacsh Brepes.— A TH DOJMOXKH 3Ty IITYKY H OOBACHH, UTO BCE 3TO
3HAUHUT.

OT ee CNOB Tak CHJIbBHO [OBEAJO XOJOAOM CMEPTH, 4TO JAaxkKe
Kpenkasg H Geccrpamnas Crannan 3agpoxana. [lerna Beinajna H3
€e ocaabeBIUMX MajblleB NPH MBICAH O TOM, 4YTO CTOHT BafiHtu
CKa3aTb HECKOABKO CJIOB, H OHA 1Orubiaa.

— CymectBo y6exano or MeHA, Odedp OLICTPO, TaK, YTO HHKTG
He MOr noiiMats ero. Mu npeciefoBane ero, KO NMOJOHTH AOCTA-
TOURO OAH3KO HaM He yAAaBaJjoCh, B OHO MOIMO YIAPaTh, €caH Obl
He OAHA M3 JOBYIEX, PA3MEWECHHLIX BOKPYL NOJS AASL MPEXOTBPd-
IeHHs HOYHHIX Haleros.

— C 3THM siCHO,— cKa3ala BafiHTH, rasgs BHH3 Ha MaJeHbKOE
TENG. — Y HEro ecth CHOCOOHOCTH, 0 KOTOPHX MH HE MOAQ3peBa-
au.-— 'HeB ee mpowes, B CTannaH B3AOXHYJAA ¢ obJerdyeHdeMm. —
Ho kak oH Mor yfexaTb?

— He 3Ha0, 3#cran, TouHee, s 3HAl0, 4TO NPOH3OULIO, HO HE MO-
ry o0baCcHHTL 3TOTO.

— Bce xe nonpo6yii.

— On wesn pAAOM €O MHOH H BHIOJHAJ Mo npHkasauua. Koraa
Mbl OTOLIIM HA HEKOTODOE PACCTOSIHHe, OH OCTAKOBHJCH H IOAHSJI
PYKH K OWIEHHNKY, XPHNSI M TOBOPS, UTO 3aJBXaeTca. D10 GbLIO
BO3MOKHO., §I xoTena ocaalHTh OlIEHHHEK, HO MPeXKAe 4eéM f Koc-
#HyJlach ero, ycro3oy Opocuiacs Oexatb. B oH BoBce He 3aam-
XaJjcs.

— Ho o1 ckazaa Te6e, 4T0 3aAbIXaeTCA?

— Ha.

T'Hes Bafintu BepHyJacs BHOBb, KOTJa OHa 3aAyManach Haf ¢J10-
BaMH OXOTHHIHL.

— TH oTROYyCTHJA KOHeLl MeTJAR?

— Ja, s 6pocnna ero, NOTAHYBIIKHCE K OWEHHBKY. Pas cyuwecrso
3aABIXaA0Ch, OHO He MOIJIO 0exKaThb.

— Koneuro. TH gymana, 4TO 5TQ TaK, HO 0Kasajoch, YTO OHO
BOOGIIE He 3aJKXajd0Ch, TH yBepeHa B 3TOM?

— DBesycnopno, OHo npoGexano Gofbilloe paccTOsiHHe, HO AbLIA-
J0 xopomo. Koraa ero cXBaTHJIM, MepBHIM JeJIOM s OCMOTpesaa
owelHUK. OH OB TakuM e, KAaK B TOT MOMEHT, KOraa s ero Ha-
AeBaja.

— HegepoartHo,— ckazana Ba#fHTH, rasis BEK3 Ha JeXapliero
6e3 cogHaHMs YCTO30Y., JHCH CKJIOHUAACHL HAJ HHM, BEHITHPAS KPOBb
c ero cnuusl H rpyaM. [loa riasaMu y Hero OLITH CHHAKM, JHLO
HCIAYKaHO KPOBbK. Y AHBHTEABHO, YTO OH OCTAJCH JKHB JNIOCAE BMe-
utareabctBa CrannaH, H yX cOBCeM HeOOBACHUMBIM G810 TO, 4TO
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OUICHHHK He 3aiylida ero. Beab OH roBOpHJ, YTO 3aABIXaeTcs...
D10 GBIIO HEBO3MOXKHO, OJHAKO JKe NPOH3OLLNO.

U sapyr Bafiute 3aMepsna. B rososy el npuinsia aHTacTHyeckas
MBICAIb, OAHA W3 TeX, YTO HHKOrAa He [0CellaloT HEeoTecaHHBIX
O0XOTHHKOB, Bpode Craanan. Ha MrHomenue oHa oTOreana ot cels
3TY MBIC/IL H Pe3Ko Npukaszana Crannan:

— ¥Yinu xe HakoHen!

Crannad TyT Ke 3aTOpONHAacL Npoub, Bhpaxas ofaerueHWe H
0/narofapHoOCTL M 2Has, YTO KHU3HL €6 B 3TOT MOMEHT BHe OIlac-
HocTH, Eff XoTenoch 3afbiTh HaBceria o TOM, ¥TO MPOH3OLLIO.

Ona morna 3T0 cAenaTtb, KO BaHHTH — Her. DHrE HO-TIpexHEMY
CTOSIZ K HeH CNHHO#, MO3TOMY OH2 MOIMa JyMaTh, He 6odch, UTO
KTO-TO MOACMOTPHUT €€ MBICJIHTENBHEI NpolUecc. .

I10 OHlMIa COBEpIUNEHHO HEBO3MOMHAs HAes, HO OHA BO3HHKIA H
TpeGoBana BHHMaHHs, BalHTH B3 ommra 3Hana, 4T0, KOTAa OTHA-
JAlT BCe BO3MOXHEIE OODBSACHEHHS, OCTABLIeeCs, KAKUM OH HeBO3-
MOJXHHM OHO HH K33ah0Ch, H OyAeT eAUHCTBEHHO BEPHHIM,

Yero30y ckasan, yTo OluIeHHHK AYUIHT €ro.
OweHRAK He AYUIHM.

YTRepxKaeHue 3T0r0 Paxkra He ABadAeTcs haKTOM.
Y1030y CKasaa TO, 4TO HE SIBJASETCA NMpaBIOH.
3HauuT, sTO OBliaa J0XKb. YCTO20y JAral.
Hiinanbl He MOCMJIM JraTh, OHH MOTJH JIHIIb CKPHBAaTh CBOH MHC/H
NOJIHOH HEMOABHIKHOCTBIO TeJa, CJAOBO OHJO MHCABIO, a MHCIb
felia CAOBOM, ¥ Pa3roBop y HAX OB NUPAMO CBSI3aH € MuIMIe-
HUEM,

¥ HuX, HO He Y YCTO30Y.

On mor ayMaTb OZHO, a TOBOPHTb JAPYroe, MOT Ka3aThC ROCAYII-
HEIM, @ Ha caMOM felle MeyTas o nobere, OH MOT JIraTh,

DTO CYIULCTBO HYKHO COXPAHUTDH XKHUBHIM, BafeKHO OXPAHATL M HE
JONYCTHTh, YTOOH OHO cGexano. Byayinee Onia0 TYMaHHEIM H He-
onpeiesicHHBIM, HO BaifiHTH yXe gSHala HaBepHAKA, YTO OHO CBH-
3aHO ¢ ycro3oy. ORa HCnogb3yeT e€ro ymeHue arath, Hcnoamsyer,
Y76 NOAHATHCA H ACCTHUL IpejieNla CBOUX XesaHHH,

Cefiuac xe TJiaBHOe — COXPaHHTbL B TaliHe CBoe HEBepOATHOE OT-
KpBITHE H cHeJaTts Tak, 4robbl HHKTO ApYroH He paorajaicd o6
YAHUBHTE1bHOM TaJlanTe ycTosoy. llpex e Bcero HysKHO 3anpe-
THTH BCE PA3rOBOPH Ha 3Ty TeMy. A Moxet, yéuts Craanan? Ha
MrHOoBeHHe OHa 3aflyMalach, HO IIOTOM 0TKa3aJacbh OT 3TOH MBICIAH:
oxotThHna 6naa cAnmKoM neHHa. CTannaH JoJKHEa BREIOJHATH
npuKassl 6e3 paccyXAeHHH, HOJKHA HaCNaKLZaTbCAl BEINOMHEHHEM
ux. HyxHo, urobH o©Ha Beerga NOMHHJA, KaK Oausko Ouna
K CMEpTH.

YcnokoHBIIHCH, HaKkoHen, BafinTu ofpaTtuiace K 3HrH,

— OH cepbe3Ho NoKajieueH?

— He mory ckazate. OH Bech B CHHfIKAX H LapanHHax, HO, MO-
}KeT OblTh, 2THM BCe ¥ OTpaHuuHIoCch. CMOTPH, OH ABHTaeTcd H
OTKpHIBAET raasa.
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Keppux, Kak B TyMaHe, BHAea JBYX MYPry, CKJAOHHBIIHXCH HaR
HiM. Ou He cMor yOemarbh, Ouln uabUT M obeccuned. [Ipugercs
XKJaTh APYroro pasa.

— CKaxXH, Kak Tol ceOsl 1yBCTBYEUIL? — NpHKazana BafiHTh, U ero
nopasujia TPpepora, 3ByuaBllasg B ee CjI0BaX.

— ¥ MeHs Bce GOMHT,— OH NOABHTAJ PYKaMH M HOTaMH,

— 2TO NOTOMy, 4TO TH ThITajdcs OexaTh,— cKasdasa Bafiutu. —
Tel Bocmoas3oBanca TeM, 4To CTajdJaH BHIYCTHAA H3 PYK HETIIO.
$1 moctapawcsk, uTob B OyAyuieM 3TO He TIOBTOPHJAOCH,

KeppHK cpasy moHsJ: Baifiaty ZoJXHa 3HAThH, 4T0 OH ¢kaszada Cran-
JaH, 4ToOHl OCBOBGOAUTRCA. DHIK HHUErc He 3aMEeTHNa, a OH 3ame-
THJA, HO MOTOM 3a0ua 06 3ToM. OH OB CHHIWIKOM CHJIBHO U3-
6UT.

Onna w3 yyeHHI[ 3XeKaK NepeBsizatia €ro paHbl, M, I0OKa OHH 3a-
JKHBaJiM, OH HAXOAWJCS B KaMepe B IIOJHOM OJHHOYECTBE. Yue-
HHLA KaxJoe yTpo MPHHOCHIA NHILY, a OTOM NpOBEpsia coCTOs-
HHC Cro paH. ¥POKOB sidblKa GoJblie He OHM0, TaK Ke KaK H BH3H-
toB crpamdol Craanan. Kaugans ¢ Hero CHsJIH, Ho ABepb BCeria
OBlJ1a CTapaTeJIbHO 3amepTa.

Korga foab ocaabena, OH cTajdl AYMaTb O CBOEH IOMBITKE O€XATb
H O TOM, UYTO OH caenajg He Tak. B cpeayiomuyt paz on He nona-
AeTCH B JOBYILKY, NepenphirieT Yepe3 (alblUMBLIE JO3Bl U yOe-
HKUT B JUKYHTJIH.

W ewe onHo ero BoMHOB2d0, OH He MOT NOHATH, OBWIO M CPeiH
JucTheB 6OpPOAATOE JHLUO HAUM 3TO eMYy TOJALKO NpuBHAeaoch. Mo-
JKET, TO OBLIA TONBKO Meura, 4Tobsl KTO-TO XKAaX erc taM? Bmpo-
yeM, 370 HeBaXXHO. EMy He HyXHa HHKakKas [OMOIib, NPEACTaBU-
Jack Gbl TOALKO BO3MOIKHOCTh Gexath, B cieayiomuit pas oHH ero
He MORMAarwT,

JHu MemseHIlo ¢enoBadH 3a JHSAMH, YUYeHHIA NMO-NpeXHeMy Kax-
o€ yTpo, TPHHOCS TNHILY, OcMaTpuBana ero. Koria #HakoHen ¢ de-
pena MaNlbuuKa HCYe3Ju MNOCAejHHEe CHHSAKH, OHA NpUHecHa YHY-
Taxa, 4To6H yOpaTh LIETKY OTPOCUIHX BoJdoc. Ilocie 3Toro o c1an
NOCTOAHHO TOJAB30BATLCA CKOAB3KHM cyinecTBoM. Korja yueHHIIa
BO3HJACH C HHM, ABepb BcerZa Ownina 3akpurta. Ho Keppuk uys-
cTBORaj 3joBeuiee npucyrcreie CrTanaan No APYTYIO €€ CTOPGHY.
[Toka uto goporu k 6ercTBY He ObliI0. HO He MOIIM e OHH BeudO
JePKaTh €ro B 9TOH Kamepe.

OnHaxap yueRHua npHuna HeobbiuaitHo Bo3OyxpgeHno#, u Kep-
PHK [OHAI: YTO-TO AOJIXKHO cayuuTbed. OHa BhIMbIIA €ro H BHH-
MaTelbHpP OCMOTpeJa BCe TeJo, NPOCHelHB 33 TeM, 4TOGH KoxKa-
Hafl CyMKa 33aKpHBala HYXHOE MECTO, NOTOM COrmyjach M ycTa-
BAJachb Ha JABepsb, Des BCAKHX paccrnpocoB Keppuk nousa, 4To
cefluac HPOH3OHAET, MO3TOMY C&J1 W TOXe CTal CMOTPeThb Ha
IBepb.,

Korzga oHa KakoHen OTKPHUIACH, BCjef 3a solleximedf Bafintu mo-
ABHJIACs TOJACTAA, NepeBaluBalolasca ¢ GoKy Ha GOK 3Xe€Kak.
@apru ¥ NOMOLIHUKH HECH KOHTefiHep.
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- 3J10 Gl NepBHfl H nmochenHuil noGer,— ckasana Baiiuta. — §
Xouy OBITL YBePEHHOH, YTO TaKoe 6oblle He MOBTOPHTCS.
— IJTo HHTepecHas 3ajaya,— 0TO3Balach 3XEKaK,— OHa JOCTa-
BH/a MHe MHOTO CYaCTJIHBBIX MHHYT. 51 Bepio, YTO Hamia OTBET,
HO Jyulle S BCe NMOKaxy, ueM OyLy paccKasmnBaTb, H HaAeloCh,
YTO TH MIOJYYHIUL T2KOE K€ YAOBONLCTBHE, KAK 1,
— $1 nonyuyalp yaosodbcTBHE OT J060# 3abothl 3xekar,— dop-
. MaJbHO OTBeTHNa BaliHTH, HO 3a BHewHeH GeccTPacTHOCTBHI) GLLIO
BHANO, 4TO OHA J0OBOJbHA. 3XeKaK cAelajta 3HAK Gapru W MpH-
HAJIa OT Hee KOHTeHHEep,
— 310 a6COJIOTHO HOBOE,— CKA3alld OHd, BHTACKHBAS M3 Hero JeH-
Ty U3 rH6KoOTO MaTepuana.
Ona 6nina TOHKOW, TeMHO-KPacHOH W 4Ype3smIaiHO KpenkoHd. 3xe-
KaK NPOJAEMOHCTPHPOBAJA e€ NPOYHOCTh, 3aCTABHB JABYX apru TH-
HyTb JIEHTY 3a KOHUBI, YTO OHH M JeJaJiH, CKOAb3d H TNajas K pas-
BJEYeHHI0 OcTaJbHHX. IloToM OHa B3sina CTPYHY-HOX ¥ TpOBena
MM B3aJ H BUepex Mo Tyro HaTsiHyTo# JsieHTe. Korma nocse 3Toro
OHa Nepefana JaeHrty BafuTH, Ta yBHOeRa, Yro y Kee NO-NPeX-
HeMy OJecTallas W pOBHas moBepxHOCTh. OHa BHpasHaa CBOE
BOCXHILEHHE U yAHBJIEHHE.
— $1 c pazocteio OOBACHIO,— CaMONOBOJLHO cKaszala 3XeKak.—
Kak rTeGe H3BeCTHO, CTPYHA-HOXK -— 3TO OAHA [JIHHHAsI MOJIEKyJaa.
OH pexer NMOTOMY, YTO HMeeT MANHH AHAMETp H NPaKTHYECKH He
JIOMAETCA H3-32 CHJAbHEHRIIHX HHTEpMOJeKyJAapHBuX cBsAsell. M 3gech
Mbl HMeeM MNof0o0HYIO kapTuHY. I'mbxast jieHra cAenaHa M3 MoJe-
KyJSIPHOTO YIJIEPOAA, poculero B yraepoaucTod cpexe. OHa CrH-
faerca, HO He JJOMaeTcA H He MOXeT OHTh paspesaHa,
Baiinr no6aarofaapusa 3a o0bsiCHeHHE.
— Hrak, y 1e6a ecTb heHTa, KoTOpas rapaHTHpPYyeT COXPAaHHOCTb
;xkuBoTHoro. Ho kak TH NMpHKpenuiup ee K yCTO30Y M K yeMmy Oy-
JeT NPUKpPeNJIeH JpYro# KoHel?
3XeKax JI0BOJBHO 3aKOABIXaJaCh CBOHM MATKHM TeJIOM.
— 3Hcray, TH xopollo pasbHpaelpcsi B 3TOM Bompoce. Y MeRa
€CThb CYIREeCTBO-OlIEHHHK.
ACCHCTEHT TIONIOXKHUJA Nepes Hell NOJYNpPO3pPauHylo MeAy3y AJMHOR
H TOJNIHHOH ¢ ee pyKy. Ta JeHHBO H3BHBajdach, KOrAa 3XeKak
rHabpocuna ee Ha welo KeppHka, eMy He ROHPaBHJAOCH XOJOAHOE
TNPHKOCHOBeHHe, HO OH 3HaJ, YTO Ha €ro npoTecTH He ofpataT
HMKAKOTO BHHMAaHHA. 3XeKak oTAaja OHCTpulii MPHKA3, aCCHCTEHT
CMa3aia KOHUH YXUBOTHOrO KaKOH-TO Masbio H COEAMHMNA KX BMe-
cTe B BHAe ollefiHHKa BOKpYr weH Keppuka.
— DBnlctpeel — npukasana 3xekak. — [lponecc yxe Havanca.
OcCTOpOXKHLIME JBHXKEHHSMH OHH OO0epHYJH KOHell JIEHTH BOKpYr
JKHBOTHOI'O, 3aTeM AEPHYJH €ro Tak, YTo OH NOrpysHJCH B Mpospad-
HYIO MJIOTh CYLIeCTBA.
— Haxgnonucy 6auxe, dHcTau,— ckasasa 3XeKak,— H TH YBHJHUIIb
Hauano npoilecca.
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IMpo3paynuas miaoTh Hauana o6GecUBEUYHBATLCH M 32CTHIBATh BOKPYCL
HHOPOAHOTO MpeaMera.

— 3JTO KUBOTHOE — eIUHCTBEHHBIX BHIAGMHTEb MeT4Jdaa,— CKasa-
na 3xekak.— ORO oTaaraer MOJEKyJNH 3Keje3a BOKpYr rHOKoM
CepALEBHHBI, B CKOPO Ta CTAHOBHATCA TBephoil. MH GyaeM KOPMHTBL
5TO CYLIECTBO A0 TeX Nop, NMOKa BOKPYT IIeH YCTO30y He ofpasy-
eTcHd CIJIOIHHOK MeTaMJdYeckHil oweHHHK. On 6GyaeT CAMINKOM
KPenoK, 4T06b ero CJIOMATh HAH PA3PE3aTh,

— Beankonenno. Ho kK uyeMy Thl coGHpaembes NMPHKPENUTh APY-
roli XKoHen?

3xekak, coTpfcasch OOGBHCIIEH NACTHIO, MPOULIA UEpe3 KOMHATY
K CAEAAIRMM 3a Hell dapru ¥ BHTAIUMAA OAHY H3 HUX BHepel. DTo
CyuiecTBO ObIJIO BHINE M LIHPE OCTAJbHBIX, H, KOrja OHa ABHra-
Nach, 0] KOXeH y Hee NepeKaTHBAJHUCh KPenKHE MYCKYJBl, 3XxeKak
cxaja OAHY M3 MYCKYJHCTHIX PYK CBOHMH GOJBINMMH NaJbIaMH,
HO He CMOTJIa OCTABHTb B Hell BMSTHRY.

— 3ra (apru CAYXKHT MHe MHOTO JIET, H HHKOTO CHJbHEe €e s He
BcTpedasna. OHa eiBa MOXET TFOBOPHTH, HO BEHIMOJHSET BCHO CaMYIO
Taxeny pabory B sabopatopuu. Tenepb oHa TBOs, DficTau, Ans
fosee RaxKHOTO Jena.— ManeHbKHe IVIasKH 3XeKaK MOYTH HCYE3-
JIH B CKJIAAKax ee IJIOTH, KOTAa CHA B3TJSHYJNAa Ha CBOXO MOJTa/u-
BYIO H OXHIAIOUIYI) CBHTY.

— Bor B yem 6yaAyT 3axniouaThCs €e YCAYrH. BOKpYr ee leH Toxe
OysneT BHpalleH MeTaJJIMYeCKHH OlICHHHK, ¥ BTOPOHK KOHeL Gyaer
NPOYHO NPHKpeNJeH K Hemy. ¥cTo30y M (apru OyAyT COeAHHEHE
BMecTe, KaK ABa ¢pYKTa, pacTyulde Ha oAHOH BeTKe!

— 3T0 OpHrHHaJAbHasg WAeA,— CKa3zaja BallHTH, ¥ BCe NOMOMN[HH-
KH M aCCHCTEHTH BHIDA3UJHN CBoe coriacHe, — COEAHHEHKW BMeCTe,
HaBceraa H Hepasieanmo! CKaxKH MHe, YCTO30Y, KAaK HLaAeKo TH
cMoxellb y6exaTh, Tallla 3a cofof 5Ty MaieHbKy©o Gapru?

Bonpoc ue rtpeGosan orsera, H notoMy KeppHk Mouauaj, Toraa
KaK BC€ BOKPYr Hero BecenaujHcb. OH B3NISIHYJ Ha IJyNoe JHIO
Gdapry W He HCNBHITAN HHYErO, KPOME pacTyilell HeHaBHCTH. TyT OH
3aMeTHJ, 4Ty BaliiTh B ynop CMOTPHT Ha Hero, ¥ MOJYaJHBO BH-
pasua cMHpeHHe H HOKOPHOCTh. :

— VY oTolt dapru Gymer Tenmeph HOBoe HMs,— CKasada Bafimru. —
C sroifi MuEYTH ee Gyayt 3parth HHJneHy, 3a ee MowHoe Teso, KO-
TOpOe CAeNaeT Bech MHD TIOpbMO#t Aaa ycrosoy. TH 3anomauNa
cBoe umd, bapra?

— HlHieHy,— BOBOALHO OTBeTHAA Ta, 3HAad, 4YTO NOJYYHAA €ro
OT caMoft DficTaH, KOTOPO# OTHEIHE §YAET NPUCAYIKKBATD.
IloxoprocTe Keppuka OwlIa HACTOABKO Ke (asbUIHBOH, HACKONb-
KO MCKPEeHHHM OBIIO yAOBOJBCTBHE BCeX OCTalbHEIX. OH yxe Ay-
MaJ O TOM, KaK Pa3opBaTh OHIeHHUK,
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BeuepHee Hefo Haja TeMHOH JHHHEH fAepeBbeB SBIJIO KPACHBIM, Kak
OTOHb, KOTZA HaJ OKEaHOM NOSBHJIHChH NepBBle 3BE3/IW — AYXHK ca-
MEIX M3BECTHHIX BOHHOB. Ho 4eTBepo MyXuHH Ha fepery cMoTpenu
He HA 3Be3/b, 4 Ha TEMHYIO CTeHY JUKYHIVIEH nepei HHMH, 00sich
NPOrJsifeTs CYLIECTBO, KOTOpPOE pHYaJo TaM. OHHM NPHMXKHMAJIHCh
CIIHHAMH K JEpeBSHHBIM OOpTaM cBOell JIOAKH, yepnas CHJH B HX
ApouHocTH, OHA JOCTaBHJIA HX CIOAa M JoJKHA ObJa, KaK OHH
HaJeaauCh, YHECTH Ha3aj W3 3TOTC ONACHOTO MECTa.

He B cunax Goabme wmonyare, OpTHap BHICKaszah oOLLyio
MHICJb;

— Tam moxer GbITb MYPry, BHICAEXUBAWIIMA HAC H TOTOBHIH Ha-
nacre. MH He JO/KHH OCTaBaTbCi 3fech. — BooblpaxeHnue puco-
BaJIO €My HeBeJOMHE ONMACHOCTH; OH OBl XyLOH, HePBHHH H JIETKO
NOAZaBAJCA TPEBOre,

— XepHaak NpHKasaJ HaM XJaTbk 3fech,— cKasaj Tenrec, Aas
KOTOPOTro BOIpoc Gbli siceH. OH He GOSJICA TOrO, Yero He MOT YBH-
A€Tb, ¥ NPEANOUHTAN BHINONHATL NpPUKasH, AaHHHe emy. On Oyner
TEPNENHBO KAATh, IOKA He BepHeTCs caMMazap.

— Ho oH ngonxen Guma yxe npufita, Yro ecnu ero yxe yOuiHn H
cbeld Mypry? — OpTHap NpHINEa B yMac OT 3THX Mblcjaed. — Mu
MOJKEeM HHKOra He BepHYTbCS C 3TOTO AasleKkoro ora. Mul mpomad
MHMO CTaj OJeHeH, a MOIVIH Ol NOOXOTHTBHCS...

— MH nooxoTHMCH, Korga BepHeMcsd,— ckaszan Ceppuak, nodys-
cTBoBaB cTpax OpTHapa. — A cefivac 3aMOJIYH.

— Tlouemy? IloTomy, uto s roBopio mpaspy? Y3-3a xenaunusg Xe-
pHJIaKa OTOMCTHTb MHl Bce yMpeM. MEl He BepHeMCHL...

— Tuxo,— ckazaa Xeunsep.— Y10-T0 ABH)KeTCHA BAOJNDL Gepera.

OHH CKOpYMJANCh, JIEpXKa KOMbsl HaroToBe, H ¢ obJierueHHeM ONy-
CTHJIH HX TOJBKO TOTJa, Korja Ha (oHe Heba MOABUJICH CHAYST
Xepunaka.

— Te6ss xe 6BIO OYeHb AOArO,— YKODH3HeHHO cka3an OprHap,
KOTZa caMMmagap nopouwesn OiHxke. XepHaak, celaB BHA, 4TO He
CJBIINT, OCTAHOBHJCS BO3JIE HEr0o M yCTal0 ONepcsd Ha CBOe Kolbe.
~— [lpudecn MHe BOIH,~— NPHKA3aJ OH,— NOTOM BHICAYWIAH, YTO
S cKaxy,— OH YTOAHJ KaXAy, OTOM YPOHHJ COCYA Ha 1ECOK H
caM ONYCTHJICA PAACM ¢ HuM. KorJa oH 3aroBopHJ, rosoc ero Gkl
HH30K.

— Cammaz Amaxacra 6oJblle HET, Bce YOHTH, Bbl BHAGAH HX
KOCTH Ha Gepery mops. Bl BHAHTE, 4TO HOX AMaxacta H3 Hefec-
HOTO Merajljia BHCHT cefiuac Ha Moelt utee, W 3HaeTe, 4TO 5 Haumen
€ro CpeAr KoCTel mpexxsero xo3siHna. To, 4Tto g HaMlea cpeaM cke-
neToB Ha Gepery, MOACKA3aJ0 MHe: CMePTb NPHLIIA K HHM C iora.
$1 Bripaa Bac, uToGul BMecTe HCKaTh 3Ty cMepTb. Sl BbiGpan Bac
NOTOMY, UTO BH CHJIbHBlE OXOTHHKH. Mbl ULTH Ha IOr MHOro AHef,
OCTAHAaBJHBAACH TOJBLKQ AJSA TOro, YTOOH AO0OHITH MACO U HaOHUTh
Hamw Kenynkw, [lpuas wa 1or, B CTpaHy MYpry, Mbl BHAENH MHO-
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THX 43 HHX, a BYepa HAUIM Koe-uTo JApyroe. Mo HalJaH caenu,
KOTOPHIE He OLIJIA cAeNaMH XHUBOTHBX. 9 momen mo HEM M ceRyac
paccKaxy BaM, UTo 5 BHAE,

B roaoce ero 6mi0 4YTO-TO TaKoe, YTO 3aCTABHAO 3aMOJNYaTh BCEX,
naxe Optreapa. [locaeaune ayum 3ax0fUIEro COAHNA TaK OCBE-
THJH JHOO XepHJAaka, YTo TMoKasajloch, OyATO Ha HeM KpoBaBas
-Macka. I'neB 2acraBuj ero o6HaxHuTb 3y0H H CHJBHO CXKATh Ye-
JIOCTH, 1IGITOMY CJIOBA MOJYYHIHCH MPUTAYHIEHHBIMH.

— $ Hamen y6u#in. DTH Tponu OHJIH CAeNaHK Mypry ocoforo
BHJa, KOTOPbIX A HHKOrfla Npexje He BuIeA. TaM OrpoMHoe rues-
J0, TIe OHH KHIUAT, KaK MypaBbW B MypameRdnuxke, Ho oHH He
MypaBbH H He TaHy — XOTSl CTOAT BEPTHKAAbHO, Kak MH. OHH He
NPAHALJNEKET K JKHBOTHHM, KOTOPHIX MBl 3Hd€M, 3TH MYpPry HO-
Boro BHA4. OHM JBHraioTcsl N0 BOAE HA CIHHAX CYIIECTB, NOA0G-
HhIX JIOJKaM, a WX THe3J0 3alkHIlaeT KoJuouasi creHa, U y HuX
eCTh OPYXKHE,

— UYro TH roBopuiub? — B rojoce OpTHapa ObT yxkKac, CJOBHO
GXKMJH BCe €ro HOYHble KOlUMapsl. — Mypry, KoTophle XOASIT, Kax
rany? Hmewuiue Konbst H JykH H ybuBamoumde, kak tady? HyxHo
VXOAUTb ceHuac e, HEMeAJeHHO, I0Ka OHH He JOOpasiuch A0 RaC...
~— 3amoauH! — yrpiomo npukasan Xepuaak.— Tbl OXOTHHK, a He
eHIUHRa, Ecad TH noka)kelllb CBOH CTPax JXKHBOTHHIM, OHM OYAYT
3HaTh 00 3TOM H CMenTbCst Hajd ToGoMH, a BCe TBOM CTpENH IpoJe-
TAT MHMO.

Jaxe Opraap 3Haj, 4TO 3TO NPaBRa, H NPHKYCHJA ryly, 3acTaBHB
cefa 3aMoauyathk. Ecnm TH roepopumb of oJseHe, HEBAXKHO, Ha Ka-
KOM DACCTOAHHH OT HEro,— OH MOXeT ycluimaTh Tebs ¥ ybexarTs.
Eme xyxe, ecIH 0XOTHHK HCOBITHBZeT CTPAX: BCe XHBOTHbHIE 3HAIOT
370, H €ro KaMeHHble HAKOHEeUHMKH HUKOTAa He YAapAT KakK Halo.
OpTHap uyBCTBOBAJ, YTO OCTAJbHBE OTBEPHYJHCh OT HEro, H 3HAM,
4TO CKa3aJ He IOAYMaB.

— 3TH MYPry NOXOXH HA TaHy 4 B TO JKe BpeMsa He noxoxu. Us
cBoero yOexHuIia s cJefu] 32 HEME H BHAEN, KaK OHH AeNajlH MHO-
;O TaKoro, 4ero s He noHuUMaw. Ho 5 noMssa, 4To y HHX ecTh, XOTH
3TO He KONbe H He AYK. ITO NOXOKe Ha Majaky. Mapar HanpaBHa
OANY M3 HHX Ha OJIeHs, YTO-TO UIEJKHYJO, H TOT yIan MepPTBHM. —
Ero rosoc noamsics, Kak 6u 6pocas HM BBI30B, HO BCE IPOMOJ-
yanu, — Bor wro s BuAes, xora He Mory ofwscHuth 2toro. Ilo-
X0Xaf Ha NaJKy Bewlb Ohlia OpyXHeM, # TaM OHJI0 MHOTO MYpry
H MHOTO naJlox. JTo OHM Nepeluay camman AMaxacra,

HNoaroe MoavaHde, MocAeNOBaBlliee 332 STHMH CJAOBaMH, HapyHIHJ
Tenrec.

— Tal yBepeH, uTO 3TH MYpry, yOHBaolIje H3 IUENKAIOWKX NAVIOK,
nepebHAH caMMajn Amaxacra?

— Jla, yBepeH,— HeyMOJAEMO npousHec Xepuiak.— YBepeH, HoO-
TOMYy 4YTO 3HaK® O TaHy, TIOTOMY YTO BHAEN B MJeHY Y HAX MaJb-
yhKa TaHy. OHM 3HAKOT O Hac, Tenepb H MBI 3HaeM O HHX.

— UYro ke HaM AenaTh, XepHJaak? — crupocHa CeppHak.
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— M5l BepreMcsl K caMMaj, NOTOMY YTO HAac TOJBKO ISITEPO MPO-
THB HEHCYHCAUMOIC KoJauuyectBa Mypry. Ho MBI Bephemess He ¢ my-
CTHIMH pykamH. TaHy HyXHo npenynpeilTe 06 3TOR ONACHOCTH,
[I0KAa3aTh, 9TO OHA JEHCTBHTEALHO €CTb.

— A Xak Mbl 3To caeaaem? — cnpocua OpTHap, H B roJjoce €ro
ellle YyBCTBOBAJach APOXKb CTpPaxd,

— 51 obaymar 3TOo H YTPOM IOroBopuM. A cefiuac BceM Cnarts,
TOTOMY 4TO HaM HYXHO MHOrOe clenaTth 3aBTpa.

‘Xepunak He OTKPHUI CBoero 3aMbicya. OH y3Ke peuInd, u4To HYXHO
CAeNaTth, HO He XOTed TPEBOXKHTH CBOMX ToBapHweH. QcobeHHO
Oprrapa. ToT 6b1 OAKMM H3 JYYIIHX OXOTHHKOB, HO CO CJHIM-
KOM pPa3BHTHIM BOOﬁpa}KEHHeM. HMurorpa xe GuAO Jjyuwe HE Ay-
MaTb, & IPOCTO AEHCTBOBATD.

Ha 3ape Bce npocHyaucs, H XepHJAaK NPHKa3ak rpyamb BeIlH
B JIOAKY, TOTOBYIO K CIIYCKY Ha BOAY.

— Korza mbl no¥kjseM o6paTHO,— CKa3aJ OH,— HYXHO, 4TOOH 5TO
npoHcxoauno Ge3 sagepikek. Moxer 6wITh, Hac OyAyT npeciefo-
BaTb. — OR yabOHyJcs, YBHAEB omaceHHs Ha #x Jruax.— Ho Be-
POSITHOCTb 3TOro HemelHKa. Ecin BEl cAenaere Bce, KaK HACTOS-
LMe OXOTHHKH, 5TOH BePOATHOCTH He OyAer Boobuwe. Bor uro M
AOJKHH chenaTb, Mbl HafiieM HeOOJBLIY TPyNny MYpPry, psaoM
¢ KOTOpoH HHKoro He 6yzen. Buepa s BuIen Takue rpYMNIB, KOTO-
pele YTO-to Aenanau. MH Hadfflem ux, a 3aTéM nepeGoem. Beex n0
ejuHoro. U tuxo. Ecan Mofi 6pat paHeH, g HCTeRaw KpoBbio. Ecan
Mofi 6par yOHT, cMepTh NPHAET H 3a MHOH. A cefiuac Mu
HIEM,

Tasas #Ha Mpaunble JxKa, XepuAak BHAA, YTO OHH BSBELIHBAIOT
ero csoBa. To, YTO OH Ipeasaraj, (A0 HOBHIM AJA HHX H Onac-
HuM, HO OHE AOMXHH OXOTHTBCA H YGHBATH MYPTy, MYPry, KO-
TOpHEe BBIp€3anH BCH caMMaz Amaxacra. Bceex JKeHIUMH B Leref,
M Jajke MACcTOROHTOB. Koraa oHH 3agyMalHChb Haj 3THM, THEB OXBa-
TUN HX, H BOT OHH y¥e TOTOBH Ha Bce, XepHJAK KHBHYJ H B3fJ
OpYHe, OCTaJibHLIE B3SJIM CBOE H TNOCAEAOBAaNH 32 HHM B JKYHI-
JIH.

[Tox nepeBbamu, Kyaa TYCTas JAHCTBE HE NPOMYCKana COJHEUYHBIE
Ayur, GbIIO TeMHO, HO TPONa ObuIAa XOPOILO YTONTAaHA M WITH M0
Hefi Gbvio Jerko. OHM LIAM MoOJAYa, 4 BOKPYT NOA IOJIOrOM Jeca
Kpuuany spkue nrtyubl. He eaMHOXKAH OHH OCTaHaBJHBAJHCH
C KONBSAMH HaroTOBE, KOUAa YTO-TO THKEJN0e U HEBHAUMOE JIOMH-
JOCh CKBO3b Yally paaoM, - ,
Tpona, no KOTOpPOH -OHH UNIH, M3BHBaJach CPeAH IleCHYaHHX XOJ-
MOB, Ha KOTOPHIX BBICHJIKCH COCHH, l€JieCTeBUIHE CBOHMY HIVIAMHK
BHICOKO BBepxy. Bapyr Xepunak NOAHAX PYKY, U OHH OCTaHOBH-
JUCh B HanpsakeHwom  Mohdanud, OH NOAHAJA rONOBY H TOHKOXaA
BO3AYX, 3aTeM IpHcaywajics, Teneps Bce MOMJH CJABIIIATH Caa-
Ome 3BYKH, MOXOXHe HA TPEeCK BeTBEH WJIH 3BYK BOJH, HaKaTHBa-
omuiics Ha KaMeHHHR Geper. OHE elle NPOLIAK BUEpeXd, TYA4, TAE
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JiepeBbsl PacCTyNaNKCh, OTKPHIBAsi BHA Ha 3apocuiye TPAaBOH ayra,
NOJIHHE ABHXEHHs,

Baaneke Spoaunu craga mypry. HerBepoHorue, Kpyrane, Kamani
BTOpOH pa3MepoM C MYXXUHHY, OHH PBajJH TPaBy H Xe€BaJH coc-
HOBHE IUMINKH. BHe3almHo OZMH H3 HHX 3apeBest, CXBATHJ BETKY
CBOMM YTHHHM KIIOBOM. Xe€pHJAaK ciesial 3HaK OTCTyNaTb — Ha-
NPAMEK NYTH He OBIIO, HO NMpexje YeM OXOTHHKM YCHeJdH ABHHYTb-
¢Sl ¢ MecTa, U3 AKYHIVIEH ROMeccs peB, H OrpOMHEII Mapar NOABHI-
cH MEXJY JAepeBbsMH, CKaukKaMH HecsiChb K OAHOMY H3 MaCYIIHXCA
KHBOTHBIX, DPOHHPOBAUHBIE W uYeHIyHYaTBf, ¢ GENBIMH KHHIKAJI0-
obpa3ubMu 3yGaMy, OH NPOR3BOAMJN YCTpallapulee BleYyaT/eHHE.
Ero nepeanne nanm 6nJH MaJeHbKHMH H GeCnode3instIMH, HG KOTTH
MOLHBIX 3aJHHX Jal MTHOBEHHO VyOUAH HAMEUEHRYI) XKepTRY.
OcraTk# craja, 3aBH3XKap, Opocuiunch §exaTb, OXOTHHKH TOXe
TOPONVIMBO CKPLIHCH, JIOKA MApar He 3aMeTHJI HX,

Tpoma Beaa K AepeBbSAM BHH3Y H TYCTOMY KYCTapHHKY, DOCLIEMY
Mexay Humu. I[louBa crana Mmsrde, Boja GpHI3rajJa MeXAY Najb-
HaMy HOI' OXOTHHKCB, KOTJIa OHH LM no Hel. CoJHUE XNIO KX
CIIHHBl HAa OTKPHTHIX MeCcTaxX M HCYe3alo, KOTAAa OHM BCTYHAMH MO
3AIIATY Jieca, BJaXKHasl Kapa Jaumana cuia. Bee 6B MOKpHIME
OT TOTA M TSAXKEN0 AHIIAJNH, KOTAa XepHIaK caenal HakOHel 3Hak
OCTaHOBRTLCH,

— Bupaure — BuepeAH? — OH HPOH3HEC 3TO TaK OHICTPO, YTO OHHU
eiBa CMOIJIH NOHATH €ro ¢J0Ba. — 3T0 A0JNHHA PEKK,a TaM f BRAeN
ux. Minem Buepen Monya, H uToOBl HUKTO He YBHJEJ Hac.

QOuu npuraancs kak TeHd. [loA HMMM He Imenectena Tpasa, BO-
KPYr HHX He Kauajduch BeTKH, NOKas3hlBasi, rfie OHH HAyT. Oauu
3a& JApYrHM OHH BHI6pANyCh K BOJE, OTKYIAAa M CTAJdH .CMOTPETH,
caMH II€BHINMble B TeMHOTE. A IOTOM Y OAHOTO H3 OXOTRHKOB
BHpBAJCs THXHE B3J0X YIMBJEHHs, H XepHllaK 3J0 INOCMOTpen
Ha Hero.

Xora caMMajnap paccKasaj HM O TOM, YTO BHAEJ, B OHH IIOBEPHAU
€My, YBHIOETb Bce caMHM ObLIO. COBCeM apyroe geno. Monya cne-
JHJAU OHH 3a ABYMA TEMHHMH GUIYypaMH, CKOJXL3HBIIMMH N0 BOJE.
Ileppas ¥u3 HEX NOANABJIA OJHIKe, NBHIasACh INepei yGexuIleM
OXOTHHUKOB.

Aro 6BNA IOAKA B B TO K€ BpeMs He JOJKa, OTOMY UYTO RBUrd-
sace Ge3 secen. Ho ee ykpamasa Goablsas pakOBHHA, XOTA HET,
He yKpaulajaa, OHa pocjia TaM, #ABJSSACh 4acTbl0 KHBOFO CYILECTBA,
KOoTopoe cayxuno Jgoakoil. Ha cBoell cnune 0OHo Hecsno APYyrrx cy-
LIeCTB — MYPTY, TeX, 0 KOM roBopus Xepuaax. Hekotopnie U3 HuX
JepKaNK CTPAHHLIE TOJCTHE MPEAMETH, MOXOKHE Ha TEMHHE Man-
KH,— 3TO OHJIO OpyXlHe, onHcawHoe XepHAakoM, B HampakesHoM
MOJYaNHH CMOTpPENH OXOTHHKM, KAK CYINECTBA NPONAHBAKT MHEMO,
Ha paccTOAHMM noJera crpenwl, OAMH H3 HHX H3Aad LIEAKAIOUIHA
BopYamuit 3ByK. HakoHeum JOAKM OCTaHOBHJAHCbL Y JaJsbHero Oe-
pera, rae Mypry BHOpaauce Ha CYIUY.

— Bn BHAeau,— ckasan Xepraak,— Bce, Kak # rosopua. To ke

10}



camoe OHH JeaajnH M Buepa, a TUOTOM BepHyauch Haszaf. Cefiuac
MH JO/DKHH HesaMeTHO nojao6parscs M Haflth mecto Ha Oepery,
I€ MOXHO HCIOJAB30BATb HAINH JYKH. [loJIOXUTE CTpens Ha 3eM-
N0 PEEOM €O MHOH M Mojua xaute. Korna oHM BepHyTcs, 1 gaM
CHrHaJ K TFOTOBHOCTH, BRIOepure cefe MuwIeHH W xauTe. Harauure
JYKH, HO He nyckafiTe cTpesbl, a KOrja s CKOMaHAYi — yOupaiTe
ux Bcex. HukTO He goaxen yfiTH, 4To6u NpeaynpeaAuTh OCTANBHEX.
Bce NMOHATHO? '

OH saryisiiys B KaXA0€ MpauyHOe 3aCTHIBIIEE JHNO, H KaXKAbIH 0XO0T-
HHK KHBHYJ coraaiiasick. Monua OHHM 3aHSJIH CBOH MeCTa, NOTOM
TaK Ke Mojua crajH KpaaTh. CoOJHIE NOAHAJOCH BEICOKO, Kapa
YCHJIMBAJach, AOCAXKAAJNH HACEKOMEE, a PTH NEPECOXNH OT KaX-
ABI, HO OHH He ABHTAJIHCh, OHH XIaJH, .

Mypry 6biaH 3aHATH CTPAaHHMMH HENOHSTHEIMHM JeNaMH, H3AaBas
MpH 3TOM TPOMKHE 3BepHHble 3BYKH. OHM OhIM JHOO HeNnoABHK-
HH, KaK KaMuH, AH00 JAeprailcb B OTBPATHTEALHBIX ABHXKEHUSX.
Bce aTo npodosxkanock HeBSIHOCHMO JOJr0, 2 KOHYHIOCH TaK Ke
BHE3aNRO, KaK H Hagajoch. Mypry YAOXKHIAKR CBOH HHCTPYMEHTH
B JKHBEIE JIOLKH, 3aTeM CEMH B HHX caMu. Te, 4T0 HOCHJIH CMEpTO-
HOCHEIE [TaJKH — HECOMHEHHO, OXPaHa,— CeNH EPBLIME.

ITruns B 510 apkoe BpeMs AHS MOMUANH, H €IHHCTBEHHHIM 3BY-
KOM OBLIO JKypuaHHe BOALI, PACCEKaeMOH HOCOBHIMH PaKOBHHAMHU
¢ npubaHKaIUMHCA cymectsaMud, OHu Oblin Bce Gnuxe U OJH-
e, NOKA HBETHHIE NSATHA Ha MX LIKYpaX He CTaJH BHIHH A0 OTBpa-
IIeHHsT fCHO. BOT OKM NMOpOBHANNCH ¢ HEBHIMMEMH OXOTHHKAMH...
— Ilopa!

[leaKkHyau TeTHBL JYKOB, 3acBHCTeNH CTpedbl. TOAbKO ONHH Ma-
par ycnenl BCKDHKHYTh, HO TYT e 3aTHX, AOGHTHII BTOpO# cTpe-
J0H.

CTpeJnl BOH3MJIHCh U B TeMHBIe WIKYPH MXHBHIX JIOJOK: T€ IOAHH-
MaJMCh U3 BOJH, KPYTHJAHCh Ha OJHOM MeCTe, Tesla MEpPTBHIX MYyp-
Iy CHOM3aJH C HHX, 3aTeM pasfaJics PPOMKHH BCILieck, Korja Xe-
PHJIAK TIPHTHYJA B DeKy M NOMNBLI K Mecty OofidH. BepHyacs oH,
Tanma 3a cofofi oJHO M3 TeJ, KOTOpPOEe NMOAXBATHIM DYKH OXOTHH-
x0B. OBK nepeBepHy/iH Mapara B CMOTPE]H B ero HeBHASILHE raa-
3a, THIKas B TeJO CBOHMH JYKaMH. )

— 370 GBII0 CAENaHO XOPOUIO,— CKa3an Xepuaak.— Bce mepTBHL
Cefiyac MBl yXoAuM —H Bo3bMeM 3T0 ¢ coboii. — On nokasaa HM
OJHY M3 CMEPTOHOCHBIX MaJsioK, — Bospmem Mbl 1 Teno.

OXOTHHKH MOJI4a MOCMOTPENIH Ha Hero, He MOHHMas.

~— Jlpyrae AOJXKHHE YBHIEThb TO, UTO BHAeJH ME. HMx nyxno npen-
ynpeauTb. MH Bo3bMeM 3TOT Tpyln ¢ cofoft B Hamly JnoAKy u Oy-
JeM IpecTH Bech JIeHb H BC} HOUb, UTOOH yiTH NOAAJBLIE OT 3TOTO
MECTa H MYpPry. 3aTeM, A0 TOTO KaK 3TOT Mapar HadHET CIHIIKOM
CUNLHO BOHAITH, MH OCBeXYeM ero.

— Xopoiso,— cka3aa Tenrec, — Bo3bpMu ero sepen H mxypy.

— BepHo,— cornacuicss Xepunak. — Hu y Koro He nosixHO 6HTE

102



HUKaKux comHeHuit. Kaxawii TaHy, yBUAeBLIHE TO, YTO MK TPHHE-
ceM, GyJeT 3HATD, YTO MBE BHAEJH,

18

Maxker uMen npaxTHUecKOe 3HAueHHe, OH OBJ HEOTBEMIEMOH
JaCThI0 MJAAHHPOBaHUsSl W MPOEKTHPOBaHUA ropoaa. [losTomy Kakue
61l OrpaHHUEHHsl HH CYIIECTBOBAJIH, MaclITabHblit MaKer AJjblecaka
OblJI cAena.

Bafinta MeLJeHHO NPOXaKHBANACh BOKPYT HEro, HCIHITHIBAR OrpoOM-
Hoe yaoBaeTBopeHHe, OH 3HAUKTENbHO YAYUMIAACA ¢ TeX NOp, KakK
13 Muer6ana npubuna CokaiiH cO CBOHMH OOYyYeHHHMH 4CCHCTEH-
ramMu, Ceilyac MaJleHbKHe YaxJble ZepeBua o0pa3oBHIBANK cepile
ropona, oKpyxKeHHoe HeGOJAbLUIEMM Noasuamu aMbecen. HakaoHHB-
IIHCh HHKe, BafHTH yBHAEAA 300TOH moayMecsu Oepera poXiAe-
HUH, NOJHOCTLIO OKPYMKEHHbIA KOJIOYHMH CTEHAMM.

Anakennm Guijia, pasyMeercs, CIpaBa OT Hee, KaK [MOCTOSTHHOE Ha-
noMHHEande O Majcac, H ee NPHCYTCTBHE NPHTYNHJO YAOBOJIBCT-
BHe. KeppHk, Kak o0OHYHO B NOCHELHEE BpEeMsl, HAXOIUICA PAAOM.
OH 6na ouenwn BO3GYKAEH, XOTS M3 OCTOPOXKHOCTH CTAPAJCH HH-
yeM He BBHIZaThb cebs. CeroiiHs OH BNepBHE BHAEA MaKeT, O cylge-
CTBOBAHHHM KOTOPOTO Aaxe He nojospesan. OR NOMXKeH H3YYHTH
€ro ¥ TIOCTApaThCA 3amOMHHTh, TaxuM 00pasoM, KOraa 0K yOemxHuT
H3 ropoja, eMy GyleT H3BeCTHa CHCTeMa OXpaHH.

Korna Keppuk aBurajcs, TO Ke caMoe jAefajia B HECKOJBKHX Iua-
rax ot Hero MuJeHy, €ro NMOCTOSHHHM CTpaxK, COeNMHEHHHA ¢ HUM
obmuM noBoAkoM, OH TaK NMPHBHIK K ee NPHCYTCTBHIO, YTO OOHIY-
HO coBceM 3afbiBan o He#l. OB MEpuica ¢ Hefl Kak ¢ HeH3fex-
HocTbio, Koria OH OCTAHABJHBAJCH, OHd OCTAHABJAHBAJaCh TOXeE
H, NMOBEDHYBIUMCHL CNHHOH, He cjayuias, O 4YeM pa3roBop, AyMana
0 YeM-TC CBQeM; jaxe DLIBOK TNOBOJZK2 He BcerAa npolyxAaj ee
K XKH3HH.

Bokpyr maxera 6hia BCero JHIL y3Kasd JOPOXKKA, NO3TOMY BHH-
MaTesbHule (haprd OBUIH BHHYMKJEHB OCTATLCS CHAPYXKH, THTASACh
3alIIHYTh B ABEph, NeperoBapuBafch Mexay cofoit o ToM, Kak
NpeKpaced 3TOT MakKeT, M BOCXHLIAAChE (POpMOH MpoO3payHOro IO-
TOJIKA, KOTODHIft COXPAHM 30JOTHCTHIA NBET COJHEUHHIX JIydedt.
Bafiara HAalpaBH/Iack K JajpHeMy KOHLY Makera, A€ cO CBOHMH
accHcrentamMn paorana CokafiH,

— Jlo6po noxkanoBats, DicTan,— npusercTeoBana ee Cokafin, To-
POIJIMBO BEINDSIMHBIUHCH H CTPSXHBas FPA3b ¢ Kojed. B pykax oHa
JepiKana NoxoxKee Ha JYKOBHILY OPaHIKeBOe CYIIeCTBO,

— He npephiBaft u3-3a MeHs cBoefl paloTH,— cKa3ana Baiiury.

— Ona yxe 3aBepeHa. Cefiyac HAeT nepeBoi Pa3Mepos.

— W TH noabayewbcss 3THM. — BaifiHTH ykasana Ha opanxesoe
cymecTBo. — §1 HEKOTrJla He BHAena MOAOGHOTO.
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Coxaiin nepenana eff cymecrso. Ha makyuike y nero 6mna tpy6a,
a ¢ HHXKHEHR CTOPOHBI MHOTOYHC/IEHHBIE 3Y6LHL.

— O6macHu, — nonpocusia BafiaTu.

CokafiH yKa3ana Ha IMENkH, BOTKHYTHE B 3¢MJI0 B TOM MecTe, rae
MaxeT HayuHaJ PaclIHPSATHCS.

— OTH KYCOUKH JiepeBa COOTBETCTBYIOT KOJKIUIKAM, XKOTOPHIMH Mbl
noJib3yeMcs NpH 3eMJensMepeHur. Korna M HAXOAMMCS B 1oJe,
A CTAaBJIO 5TO H3MEDHTENbHOE CYHIECTRO Ha ONUpEdeNEHHOE MEeCTO
H CMOTPIO uepe3 3Ty TPpyOKY HA KOJLILIEK, HAXOAAMMHCH HA HEKo-
TopoM yaanenud. Korja 3To cllearo, f HaXumaw Ha 3yGel, 3a-
CTABJIASA HHCTPYMEHT 3alOMHHTD YFOJ M pacCTOsHHe. 3aTeM f pas-
BOpaguBalo TPpyOy K ApYyroMy KOJAHNIKY ¥ AENA0 TO XKe camoe.
OTH HeRcTBHA INPOBOAATCA MHOrC pa3. Korsa s BO3gpaulaoch
K MaKeTy, CYUIeCTBO-HHCTPYMeHT coofmaer MHe 06 H3MepeHHOM
PACCTOSIHHY MeXAY KOJAHMIKAMHK H TOUHEIY YFrOA MeXAy HHMH. Pe-
3yAbTAT — 3TOT MAKer,

~— BenuxonenHo, A uTO 3HAayar M3IBHJAMCTHE JIHHHH, HAHECEHHBE
Ha 3eMal0?

— 3710 BOAKEE nyTH, Jiictan. OKOM0O ropoga HeMako GoJ0T, H celi-
yaC MH NepeHOCEM HA MAaKeT BX pasMepH.

IMosanee BafiuTH #e pa3 BCHOMHHAAA 3TOT PasroBOP, IOTOMY 4YTO
Gosbule oHa ¢ CoKaHH HEe BCTPETHAACD.

INonoBHo BceM ee AHAM, B 3TOT OB 3aMOJHEH 10 0TKa3a. Paboru
B FOpOAe PACIUUPANHCH, H MOCTOSHHO BO3HUKANH BOWPOCH, Tpebo-
BaBlllje ee¢ BMellaTeabcTBa, Koraa TeHM cradd YAJNMHATHCA, OHA
NOYYBCTBOBAJA, YTO YCTajka, a NOTOMY orocsdana (apru H nono-
3Bana Keppuka c nutheBuIM 0iogoM. Tor GHI UOJNOR CABAKOrO
€OKa, B MaJbuHK CIKHMaJ ero 3eJIeHylo JYKOBUIY AO TeX NOp, NOKa
OH Becb He BHTeK. IToTOM oH IoAHEeC cocyAd ¢ cokoM BafiHTH, H
OHa C HaclaxAeHHEM BHIHIA CAAJKOBATYK XHAKOCTh, B 3r0T
MOMEHT OHa 3aMerHsa CraanaH, creliamylo B aMOecell K pactaJ-
KHBAOLYyI0 QaprH B pasHHeE CTOPOHHI.

— ToBopu, — npuKasana oHa, Koraa Craanan nopfexana K Hefl.
— HaMepurensHud oTpsl He BEpHYJCA, a cefiuac yxKe NMOYTH HOUb.
— TIlpexie oHH 3aAePXKUBANHCL TaK AQJTO?

-~ Her. Mon npuKa3ssi GHJK BNOJHE ONPEAESeHHH. ¥ oTpaja Onaa
BOOpYXXeHHag OXpaHa, KoTopas NpHBOAMJAA HX OOGpaTHO B '3TO
BpeM.

— 3HayMT, 3TO NMEPBHIA Pa3, KOrXa OHH HE BEPHYJIHCH B YKa3d4HHOE
BpeMA?

—_ Ha. i !

— Uto MOXHO cAeNnath?

— Ho yTpa—- nuyero, :

~— Meie uyxeH GoablIofi BOOPYXeHHBIH OTPSL, FOTOBHH BLICTYNHTH
Ha paccsere. 1 caMa noeeay ero.

BafiaTi npocHyJach, KOTAA JePBHE JYYH COJHIA RPOCHIHCH CKBO3b
JHCTBY, H TYT Xe Hocnajda ¢apru 3a KeppukoM. OH 3esay., no-
TAHYACS M, €llle He COBCEM NpPOCHYBINHCH, NOCAEA0BAN 3a IHcran.
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Anakenpin BaliHTH He BH3HBaJa, HO OHA BCe Xe MNpHUIAa U, He-
TepneNlizag, Kak BCerja, BECMATPHBAJ4 H UPHKUABBAJNA, O uyeM
MOXHO 3yZer coofmure Mancac.

Cransad u BOOpPYKEHHAf OXpaHa CHAEAH B JOAKAX, KOFKd OHH
nosBHANCL Ha Gepery pexkH. Xors KeppHK yxe He pas miaBana Ha
JIGIKE, CYUIeCTBO 3TO N0 CHX NOP BOCXHINANO ero. JIonKy ToAbKO
YTC NOKOPMHUJIH, H XBOCT AeTeHHIUa aJJIMraTopa ellle TopuaJ H3
¢ nacTH. MalleHbKHe IVIa3Kd CYLIecTBa, HENOABHXKHO CMOTpPeRIiHe
13-N0Jl PAKOBKHH, HA MIHOBEHHE 3aKPBIIHCH, KOTAZ OHO TJIOTHYJO,
M OCTAaTKH AJJHraTopa HcuesJd, KeppHK NOAHAACA Ha JOAKY
BMecTe ¢ ApyraMu. I1ua0oT HarHyacs ® NPOMSHEC B OTKPHITOE YXO
CylleCTBa KaKylo-TO KoMmaHAy. Teno NmOA HHM DHTMHYHO 2aKauya-
JIOCh, C3aJH MOKa3ahach CTPysl BOABI, H MaJenbKas GJOTHIHA HBH-
HyJlaCh NOJ KPOBABO-KpPACHEIM HeGoM.

Craqanan 6HNla Ha TOJOBHOH JIOAKE, NOKaswmBasa aopory. Iloas
MEANEeEHO NMPOMJEBAJK No 06e CTOPOHM, JXKMBOTHBIE Ha HUX Jubo
pasferannce, J#Go FJIYNO TAPAIWJIHACE Ha NPOMUIBLIBANOUIAE JOHAKH.
Branexke ApennpoBaHHble NMOAR GHAH OKPYKEHH €O BCEX CTOPOH
obmHupHbIMH GoaoTaMH. OrpoOMEBIe fLepeBbs CO MHOXeCTBOM KoOp-
Hefi, YXOASIMX B WJ, CTOSAH ClEBa, COeJHHEHHHE B IOKHYIO H3ro-
poab. Bersy ux 6uiny rUGKHMH ¥ NpPOYHBIMH. DTH U3ropoAu obpa-
30BBIBANH 3arOHBE AJA YPYKyDy, KPyNHEHIIMX XKUBBLIX CYILeCTB Ha
semsie. Korza OHH ABUraJIMCh, UX OTPOMHHE TeJa NOCHJIANH BO BCe
CTOPOHLI BHICOKHE BOJIHB, HX T'OJIOBH Ha AJHHHHX IIeAX Xa3aJHCh
KapuKaTypHO MaJieHbKHMH. OHH macauch OKOJO JepeBbeB, Iy0oKo
HEIpAS B GOJIOTO 32 NOABOAHHMYA pacTeHHsMH. OJuH H3 AeTeHHl-
uwe#d, yxe cefiyac KpynHee MacTOAOHTA, NPOHSHTEALHO 3aKpHual,
KOra MHMO Hero mpoMNNbija JoAKa, H Gpocuics B cTopoHy. Keppuk
HHUKOTJa paHblle He OWBaA B 3TOH YacTH ropojla ¥ NOITOMY BHH-
MATEAbHO 32NOMMHAN NyTb, KOTOPHIM OHH ABHIAJHCH.

Korza oHH MHHOBaJIH MOCJAEAHHE MOJS, HAYaJHCh HepacuulieHHBIE
Gonora, # CranyaH HanpaBuia MaJeHbKYI0 OJOTHAMIO B Y3KYyIO
npoToKy. Bricoxne nepembst B3AHManNCh €O BCEX CTOPOH, H JIOAKH
NPONJILIBANIH MOA MX KOpHAMH, [ToBciofy 6eI10 MHOMKECTBO LIBETOB.
JKansine HaceKoMbe BHJANWCE BOKPYT H, 3aIMULIASACHL OT TEX, 4TO
canuianck Ha Hwero, Keppux noxasnena, 4To eMy TNPHULIJIOCh OTRpa-
BHTLCS B 3TO NYTEIIECTBHE.

OHu JRMraJHCh BCE€ MeJJIeHEee, NOKA Craanal He cieiana 3Hak
OCTAaHOBHTDHCA.

— 3nech oHH paboranH, — CKasasa OHA.

MenneHHo NPUGIH3UIANCE OHH K 3TOMY MecTy. BBepxy rpoMKo me-
OeTaNll NTHIH, HO APYTMX 3BYKOB He Oblno. OXpaHHHKH CXMMaXK
CBOE OpYyHHe, IoTAfAAbBag no cropoHaMm. Huwero. Mosuyanue Hapy-
muja Bafinte.,

— Wx vyxno naiitH. PacxoanuTech B pasHHe CTOPOHH H OyanTe
OCTOPOMKHEL.
KeppHuk nepBLIM 3aMeTHJ KaKoe-TO ABHXKEHHE.
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— Tam! — kpuknyn oH.— B 3Tolt nportoKe. §SI BHAeN, KaK uTO-TO
ABUTAJOCh.

Bce opyxkre HemelneHHO OBJIO HANPAaBJIEHO B TY CTOPOHY, HO
CraangaH 0CTAHOBUJA CBOMX NOJYHHEHHBIX.

— Bu Haunete cTpeasAth H y6bere Apyr npyra. Unu mens. § cama
nolAy TyAa, a BH HANpaRJAAHTE XeCOTCAHW B APYIYK CTO-
POHY.

Ee noaxa MeaneHHo cKoJb3nyia smepef. CTajjaH NOCTARMAA OAHY
HOI'Y Ha PAKOBHHY M BIVISAHBAaNACh B TEMHOTY.

-— Bce xopowo! — KpHKHYJa OHa HaKOHel. — 3T0 OAHA M3 HaWIKX
JIOJOK. — 3aTeM, Noc/e AOJNTOTO MOJYaHHS, OHA PAa30YapOBAHHO AO-
GaBuna; -—-HYCTaH

Jloaka cherxa B3ApPOTHyJa OT NPUKOCHOBEHHS APYrod YJIOAKH, nO-
TOM, Koraa CraJiial NpHTHYJAA B Kee, B3JAPOrKynia cuabree. OKHAKO
Craanay NpHIIAOCh NPOKPHYATH HECKOJNHLKO KOMAHJ M XOPOLIEHBKO
VAADHTE JOZKY HOTOH, UpEXAe weM ORa ABHHynach K Oepery. [Ipa-
GJH3HBILHCE K OXHAABIIHM ee, CTallaH MOJN4a yKazala Ha KaKou-
TO CTPaHHHA IpeAMeT, TOpYABIIMH M3 TOACTON IIKYPH JIOAKH.
Korga ona ¢xpaTHia W BHpBala €ro, J0AKa B3APOTHYAa orT Houw,
a Keppuk NOUYBCTBOBAJI, KaK cepjle €ro yyalleHHO 3alHJOCEH:
Crannan AepxaJsa B pyke cTpeay! Dto 6paa cTpena tany!
Crannan omycTHsa ee B BONY, BRMBII2 AOUHCTA, 3aTe€M HAKIOHK-
Jack Blleped ¥ nepexana Baifintu. Ta nosepresa ee B pykax, Hay-
yas 3TOT OTBPATHTEJILHEH NpeAMeT, 3aTeM B3IJsHyJa Ha Keppuka,
¥ TOT CBEXUJICH, KaK OT yjaapa.

— Tut y3uan ee, He Tak Jau? §I TOXe 3KAlO, YyTO 5T0 TakKoe, Bemp
YCTO30y ¢ OCTPBIM HAaKOHEYHMKOM M3 KamHs, OKasmBaercs, afecb
foJablile OTBPATHTEJIBHEIX YCTO30Y, YeM MHE AYMAaJH, U Mb yOund
He Bcex. Huvero, Mml caenaem 3to cefiuac — yObeM HX BceX J0
enuHoro. HaftiemM ux u ycrponum pesHio. 3emas [enpamm meauxa,
HO He HaCTOJBKO, 4TOGHl YRPHITh yerozoy. Ynn nlinanel — unn yero-
30Y, U, KOHEUHO, MK nobeanm!

Co Bcex cTOpoOH nocasiilianoch ofoOpurtesbHoe WHnenne, 1 Keppuk
BAPYT HCHYraJc#, UTo ero yObloT nepBHM. BalinTh noauana crpeay
H, OTIMIBHIDHYB €C MOAAfbille, ¢ BHE3AMHEIM HHTEPECOM nocmmpe.na
Ha Keppuka.

«Cmepts CokafiR B ADPYTHX MOXET 0Ka3aThCsi KCTATH», — ORyMAana
OHA, H AOATOe BpeMsi CHAENA HeNOABMNKHO, TMISAs KYAA-TO BAAJb,
Ha YTO-TO, BHAUMOE TOJNBKO efi. Bee BOKpYr Teprnenueo Kiajv, NoKa
OHa IIEBEJBHETCH H CHOBA 3ar'OBODHT.

— Craanan, Tol Gylellb HCKAaTh, NOKa He yGelMINbCH, UTO BCE
BO3MOXKHOCTH HCYepIaHbl, H BepHelIbcs A0 TEMHOTH. $ Ke Hemesn-
JIEHHO OTIPABJIOCH B ropof. Moii aonar GHTH TaM.

Bero ofpathylo gopory B Anbnecak BalHTH cujena HeNMOABHIKHO
u Moayasna. Ecau ona weBeabHEeTCHA, OKpyXKaloblHe JIErkKo MOMMYT
BO3HHKIIKI y Hee maaH. ToJbKo nocje TOro Kak oHH NpuOHIH
B JIOK M BCe BHIUJH Ha Oeper, oHa Bcralla co ¢Boero Mmecra. Ee
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B3MVIAL HallleJl WIHPOKYIO CNHHY AJaKeHIH, Ha CeKyHAY 3ajep-
HKanca H CKOJAB3HYJ JaJblUIe.
Ee nnan Owla roTOB.

19

Huxakux caefoB H3IMEPHTeJABHOro OTpAAa HafileHo He OHINO, H
cTpesa OHJd €IHHCTBEHHEIM MPayHHEM CBMAETENLCTBOM €ro Cy.lb-
6u. Boiias B cBOIO KOMHaty, BafHTH cesa M nocnana sa Banaanm
i Craaran, KOTOpHe DpHOHAH BMecTe ¢ Besjecywiefi AnaxeHmnu u
3aKpeLIH 3a coboit ABepb. Keppuk, sarasHyemmuii B kKomHaty, Gbla
OTOCJAH BJAACTHHIM XecToM. BafHTH He Moraa Temepb AyMaTsh
B NPHCYTCTBHH YTO30y. BTpoem oHH noapoOHO oOCyXkAasd MepH,
HeofxomuMEle AaA OesonacHOCTH ropoga. Hyxuo 6myio Goablie
JIOBYIIEK, §OJblIe OXPAHHUKOB — 31 HHKAKUX H3MEPUTEJbHHX OTpf-
poB. Tlorom BaiiHTH oTNycTHJA BCeX H KpHKHyJa oAny H3 dapry,
KOTOpas HeJABHO IIOMOraJa ef H K TOMY e JOBOJBHO XOpOuIo
roBopHJia.

— Cxopo 3zecv Oyner ypyketro. Korga oH ormpaBHTcs 06paTHO,
A Xouy, yToGsl TH Ha lieM BepHyJacs B VHerfaH u Hamna Magcac.
Tl nepeaaws eil To, uTO s ceHiuac ckaxy tebe, U nepelamlbh B TOU-
HOCTH, He H3MEHHMB HHU cjioa. TH rnmoHsaa?

— Ha, DiicTau. d crenamn TakK, Kak TH NPUKaXKellb.

— Bot 310 coobuienne: «IlpuseTcTByro Tefs, Mascac, 1 nmpuHecna
tebe coobulenne oT Baiintu u3 Aabnecaka, JTo meuasnHOe H THEB-
Hoe coofmenne Ooabuiof BaxkHocTH. Cokafin meprea. Ona u Apy-
rve ufinaHp GHJAH YOHTH yCTO30Y TOrQ Xe BHMA, YTO YYHHUIH
pesHio Ha Oepery poxiaeHud. Mu He BHIEAM HX, HO 3HaeM 3TO Ha-
BEDHAKA, IIOTOMY YTQ HAIUWIH ODyXHe M3 HepeBa M KaMHA, KaKHM
MOJAB3YIOTCA OHH. DTH YCTO30y JAOMKHM ObiTh HaHJERE U YOHTH.
Cefiuac OHH He3aMeTHO KPYTATCS BOKPYr AJbrecaka B AXYHTJAX,
HX HYXHO HaBTH H yOuTh, youTb Bcex. Kora ypykero ornpaBures
B AJblecak, f Opomy Tefs NPHCAaTh HAa HeM MHOro gapri, xoro-
pHE YMEIOT XOPOILO CTPeasiTh, ¢ XeCOTCAHAMM W 3aMacaMH OPOTH-
KOB. S 4UyBCTBYIO, uTO 3TO HeOGXOAHMO cAenaTh, Ycaosuem OGmaro-
noAyyHs Anbrecaka fBJASETCS CMEPTh YCTO30Y».

3hecy Bafintu 3aMonyaJna, NOJAaBJAEEHasl NPABAOH M MPAaYHOCTHIO
CBOHX CJIOB, a (hapri packauuBajach nepeA Kel B cTpaxe oT yxac-
HOrO AOHECEHHs, KOoTopoe AoaxHa Onua nectd. Ho Bafiutu cnpasu-
Jach ¢ NMOXABJEHHOCTBIO W TNpHKa3ana ¢aprd MoBTOPSATbH CooOlle-
HHE 0 TeX NMOp, MOKAa Ta He 3ayuHJa ero HaHu3ycTb.

Haytpo, nocae yxona ypykero, Bafintn npumia K cefe W Nocaana
3a Keppurom. Manpyuxk npubnusmics K Hell ¢ ABHOH ONACKOil.
Ho Ba#uTta, Kasanocp, Ob1a paza BHAETH €ro.

— Hujeny, — ckasaja OHa, ¥ OrpPOMHOE CYLIECTBO IOCAYUIHO BH-
a0 Bueped. — Th cTaHells y BXOAA, 3aC/OHAB €r0 CIHHOM, H JIO-
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6oro, KTo npubausuTcd, OyAellb OTAPaBAATL 06paTHO. Tw nowana?
— OHu JOMXKHEL YHTH NpPOYb.

— Jla, HO TOBOpH 3TO TBEPXE, BOT TaK: yxoxurte, Bafiuru npuxa-
suiBaer! IloeTopH.

~ ¥xoaure, BalHTH npukasmpaer!

-~ BoT TakK, NPaBHJABHO. A Teneps BHINOJHSIN.

Muneny Gbla XOPOIIHM OXPAaHHHKOM, H BCKOpe MOCABIUIaNCH yAa-
Js10WKACA TonoT Hor. BaiHTR noepaynach k Keppuky u cxasana
KaKk JHcray, OTAJIOIIAN NPHKA3.

— Cefiyac TH pacckaxellb MHe Bce 00 YCTO30y, O CBOEM BRJE.
Tosopu.

— $1 He monuMalo cMblcaa CNOB, DfiCTaH,

BafiiTH 3aMeTHNa ero cTpax W 3aMellaTeNbCTBO M HOMAAA, 4TO
OHa 3ajaja CJHIKOM o0ui Bonpoc. HyXHo GbIJIO ero «CysHTEY,
— Kak naswBaercs pam ropou?

— ¥ ycTo30y HET ropoAoB. Bamr ropoa mepehiil, KOTOPHIf 51 BHAE.
YcT030y XKHBYT B...— OH TILATEJbHO PBUICA B cBoed mamsatu. IIpo-
11O Y€ MHOIO BPEeMEHH C TeX IOp, KaK OH AyyaJ M rOBOpDHJ Ha
Mapfak, MO3TOMY CJIOBA He XOTEJM NpMXOAHTh. 1Oraa OH NMpeacra-
BHJ cefe 3Ty KapTHHY: — B MArKMX nocTpofikax H3 IIKYp, BHCA-
mux Ha wectax. OHU XOJAAT NOPO3Hb, a LIECTHl TEPEBO3SAT KPYIHBE
>KUBOTHbBIE C LIEPCTHIO...

«— TToyeMy oHu xoasT nopo3ub? IloyeMy oHuM Boofmie nNepeme-
WLAK0TCsI?

KeppHk noxan nievamy, motroM OecmoxoHHO 3ajABHraJfcs, crTapaich
COEHHHTL OCKOJMKH CTEPLIXCA BOCHOMHHAHMIL

— OHu oxoTsATCS B OAHOM MecTe, a JIOBAT PHIOY B Apyrom, Aas
3TOr'0 HYXKHO ABHFATHCA.

IMpoaoaxenne ponpoca NMO3BOJHJO NOJYYHTH €llle HECKOABKO OTBe-
TOB. YCTO30Y XKHJH rPyNHaMH, NOROGHBLIMH TO, KOTOPYK OHH BHI-
pesanu, U cefiyac BOKPYr OpDOAMNH ApYyrde TCPYIMbL, HO HEACHO
OBl10, HACKONBKO OHH MHOTOYMCNEHHH. BOCIOMHHARMA MaJbydKa
ObNH CMYTHEI H HeRocTOBepHHl. Hakowen BaiiHTH npekpatuia 3a-
aBaTh BONPOCH H 2KECTOM OCTaHOBHJa ero. Cefiyac RayMHajgach
caMas BaXHas wacThb. [po3f HakasawueM H CyJsd Harpaly, OHa
Jo/KHA OBla HAYYHTb YCTO30Y, YTO €My NpPeACTOHT cienaTh: Ee
noBeAieHUE BADYr M3MEHUJOCh, H OHa 3aroBOpHAA Kak JkcTaH, pac-
NOpSIXKA0IAACs KHIHBIO TOPOJA H ee XKATened.

— 4 mory y6utb Tebs caMa HJIM NpPHKa3aTbh JAPYrOMy —H TH
3Haelllb 3TO. .

— $1 3HAI0 3TO, — OH YMOJSIOLLE COTHYJCH, CMYIIEHHHA Pe3KHM H3-
MEHEHHEM €e TOHa.

— Ho s Mmory u Bo3BHICHTH Tefs, H TH He Bcerza 6yzellb YCTO-
30y — HHXAHIAM u3 HH3MHX, Tefe 310 HpaBurcd, ne tak au? Co-
NeTh PSAOM CO MHON ¥ KOMAHJ0BAaTh APYrHMHM, paboTawdMu AJs
Tebs. S Mory chenmaTb 3TO Aas Tebs, HO B3aMeH THl NOJIKEH Koe-
YTO CReAATh AJiA MeHs. TaKoe, YTO MOXKEHib CALNATH TOABKO TH.
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— 4 crenan, Kak T cKamellb, JHcTad, HO 9 He NMOHHMAWD, YTO
TH MMeelllb B BHAY?

— To, uTo TH AeJacllb, KOrAa TOBOPHILbL OAHO, a AyMaemh ApY-
roe, yto TH cXedaa co Craasad, ckKazaB ef, 7TO 3aABIXaellbCs,
XOTS Ha CAMOM JeJe HHYero Takoro He GHLIO.

— $1 He 3Haw, 0 uem peub,—cKazan Keppuk, usofpaxas Hemo-
HHMAaHHe ¥ HAHBHOCTb. BalHTH Paj\OCTHO INEBENbHYIACh,

— Ipekpacro! Tl cnenan ato cefivac. Tu neaaems 3710, roBops
0 TOM, 4ero He OHIO, TaK, CAOBHO 3T0 npousoulto. [Ipusuaiics
B 9TOM HJH 1 YObi0 Te6a Ha MmecTe!

OH coaporHyJcs OT pe3koi mepeMeHH HacTpoewns BaRHTh: ee aulo
NpHOJIU3HAOCh, @ POT OTKpHUICS, NOKA34B PAAH OCTPHX 3y0oB.

— [Ma, 7 aenan sto, npuanaio. 5 genan 370, uTOGKH YOeXATh.

— Ouenr xopowo. — Qna Wardyna Hasal, MOMEHT ONACHOCTH MH-
HOBaJ. — 3Ty Belilb, KOTOpasA NPEeKPACHO Nojydaercss y Te6s M He-
AOCTYNHA HHJAaHAM, MEl HasBIBaeM JOXKbi0. S 3HAI0, uTO TH JAral,
¥ HeCOMHeHHO 6yAellb aTaTh MHe B OyayuleM, $1 He MOry mOMeEIIATh
3TOMYy, HO MHaery Gyaer cieguTsb, 4TOOH TBOH JOXb He NO3BOJIHIA
tebe yOexkatb. A cefiyac, 3Had, YTO TH JIKeHlb, MH HONpofyeM
HCIOJAB30BATh 3Ty JOXKb JAjsf RoOpHX gen. Tm OyAemib jaratbp AJA
MEHSL.

— 81 cpenal, Kak IpUKaswBaer 2fcrau,— ckasana Kepprk, HH-
Y€ro He NOHAB, HO CHellla COr1acHThes.

— Bor u xopomto. TH caenaellb, Kak A NPHKAXy, B HHKOrja HH-
KOMY He cKaXellk 06 3TOM IpHKa3e — HHade yMpellb. A BOT
Ta JOXb, KOTOPYIO TH JOJXKeH NMPOU3HECTH, U NMPOH3HECTH BO3GYX-
JAEGHHBIM ToJocOM: — TaM, cpeid AepeBbes, YCTO30Y, 51 BHXY erol
[ToBTOpH.

— TaM, cpenu nepeBbes, s BUXY YCT030Y!

— Xopowo. He 3a6ynp 3THX CAOB M NPOHM3HECH MX TOJBKO TOrAa,
KOraa s npukaxy. [IpH aToM # clesalo BOT TaKoe ABHIKEHHE.
Keppuk ¢ pajocrbio coraacuiaca. Cpeaats 3T70 ObLAO  JAOBOABLHO
NpocTo, XOTA OH H He BHAeA ocofoff HeOOXOAMMOCTH B 3TOM.
¥Yrposul GHAM BIOJIHE peasbHBl, NO3TOMY OH NOCTapalcs 3alOMHHTDH
CJIOB2 M CHIHAJN, GopMoua HX mpo cebGsd Ha OOGPATHOM HYTH Jepes
rOpog. !

MHoro nHeil mpoulsio ¢ Tex nop, kak Keppux B mnocaeanuft pas
Bejen IJHru. Tenepb OH Xaxe PeAKo AyMan o Hed B cBoedl HOBO-
obpeTenHo# cBoGoke, 3anuMaBuieli Bce ero gHu. CHagana on Goaucs
BBIXOJHTL OAHH, H [Aaxe MOAyJal YAOBOJABCTBHE OT MOJYAJAHBOFO
npucyrcTBus MHaeHy, kak HeKOTOpOH rapanTin GesonachoctH. Ilo-
KHHYB CBOIO KOMHATY, OH OdeHb OHCTpO OOHApYXKHA, B YeM 3aKJIO-
yaeTcss AeHACTBHTeNbHOE COLlMAJIbHOE DAa3fesieHHe TPaXkAaH ropona.
OTHoWEeHHe K HEMY, <OTBPATHTENBHOMY YCTO30Y», PE3KO H3IMERH-
JOCh ¢ Tex Nop, KaK OH CTa/j NOsBAATbCA B obiectse JHCTaA H
YacTo CHAea pajoM ¢ Hefl. Jaa OGesslMAHHBLIX ¢apru 370 OBJIO JO-
Ka3aTeJbCTBOM TOrO, HACKOJBKO €ro PaHr BHIIeE, yeM HX, H, rpy6o
rOBOpPS, 3T0 GHIO AEHCTBUTEJNBHO TaK.
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Ou Bujen, Kak 314 dapru GHCTPO NPOABHrATCH NO CAyReGroh
aecrHulle. OHH CT2HOBHJIHCH OXPAHHHKAMH, 3aTOTOBHTEASMH INTHIL,
MACHHKAMH, HAJACMOTPIIMKAMH Haj paGouHM¥ H S3aHHMAaJU ele
MHOXECTBO APYTHX AOJKHOCTEH, O KOTODHIX OH He 3HaJ IMOYTH HH-
yero, C 3THMH HAJNaHaMu OH TOBOPHJ B HEHTPAaJbHOM MaHepe,
o6pamadch Kak ¢ PaBHHIMH HJH 4yTbh CBHICOKA, H OHH OXQTHO NpH-
HHMMaJdHn 2T0.

YBaxKHTeAbHO OH Pasropapusal ¢ TeMH, KTO NpaBuHa ropopom. Ux
HoJ0XKeHHe OHJ0 ACHEIM, XOTR TO, 4TO OBH JeJaAH, He BCEraa mo-
HATHO, NOTOMY UTO HX OKDYXaJH NOMOLUIHHKH U ACCHCTEHTH, He-
TepIeJauBbie (haprd, CTpeMslidecss 3aHATb MNOCTOSHHLHE MecTa
B aJMHHHCTpallHy TOPOAA.

Buas kaxabiit gesb Tak MHoro, KeppHx He cKyvasl 1o exKeAHEBHBIM
BH3KTaM OJHIH B TIODEMHYIO Kamepy. OAHAKO HHOT4a MalibyHKY XO-
TENOCh, YTOOR IHTH Oblla PAAOM H OOBACHUAA HEKOTOpHIE Heyo-
HATHEIe Bellld. B npeXxuKe JHH OH 3ajxaBal el OecHOKOsIHe €ro
BONPOCH, H €€ OTBETH BCEerja pas3XHrajd ero JioGoneTtcteo. [loToM
ero ofyuenne OplI0 pesko npeppano, H Keppuk Tak H He MNOHAN
noueMy. Korza Bafntu n Jurd pasrosapuBaju Mexjy coboi, ouu
Besn cels Kak paBHble. Torga OTKyAa 3TO npeayGexxieHHe nake
APOTHB NPOCTOrQ YNOMHHAHHS ee umeHu? OH Aoaro ayMana of sToM,
-noToM cupocwa y Bafinth, rae cefuac Dury, DACTaH OTBeTHMA
YTO-TO MaJIOBaXKHOE AJIK HEro, d JpepBalia pasroBop.

CHoBa oH yBHAea JHru uHcTo cayyaiino. OH 6m Bosne ambecef,
Korza cpean Qapru Haganoch BoJHeRue. OHH 3afaBajJH OPYT APYTY
BONpOCH, a NOTOM 3aTOPONMJIHCH BCe B OAHOM HanpasjierHH. Y3
mo0ONBITCTBA OH NOCJAEAOBAN 32 HHMH W YBHAEH YAAJAMIHXCSH
YyeThipeX HiHJaH, KOTOpHe Hecau nstoro. Huyero He NOHHMAaKOMIHH,
Keppuk xoTen 6ua0 yittH, HO B 5TOT MOMEHT yeTBepo HfiiaH Bep-
HYJIHCb H Telepb MeANEHHO LK, TaKeao Aniua. Mx xoxa Gbiaa
HChauKaKa IpPAsblo, a HOPH DOKpHBaJa kpacHuf uia. M Bapyr Kep-
PHUK yBH#OEJ, 4TO OOHA U3 HUX JHrK. OB OKAHKHYJA ee, H OHA OCTa-
HOBUMJIach. OHa cmMOTpesna Ha Hero BHHMATEJNBHO, HO MOJ4A.

— Fne v 6ni1a? — cnpocud oH. — § He MOT Te0s yBHAETS.

~ Mos 3Hawowas roaosa Goaplle He rpefoBanach, MOSTOMY MeHS
nepese/iH K OCTaJdbHHM oOpeueHnuM. Celivac st paboTaio Ha HOBHIX
IONSAX. - -

~~ Tw? —OH BHWpa3uJ yAHBJIEHHE, Jaxe CTPax, 9TO He NOHAA ee
CJIOB.

-

OcranpHple TpOe TOXe OCTAHOBUJHCH, OHA cAeflaja HM 3HAK HATH
Aandblle ¥ npepioxuiaa KeppEKy NpoBoAUTH ee. '

— §1 pomxHa BepHYTbCsA K pabore.

Ona nowta no zopore, H OH 3aceMeHHJ pAAOM ¢ Heit. B 3tom Guina
Kakas-T0 TakHa, KOTOPYI0 OH 06s3aTeAbHO XOTEJ DPaspelminTb, HO
He 3HaJ, KaK HagaThb,

— UYro cayquioch ¢ TOH, KOTOPYIO BB HECHH?

— VYkyc 3Men. Hx mHoro taMm, rze Mu paGotaem.
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— Ho nouemy TH? — Cefizac UX HHKTO HE MOl NOACAYUIHBATD —
TaiMamlyocs caagn MHJAeHy MOXHO OBIO He CYHTAaTh.— TH To-
BODHIIL ¢ JficTal Kak C paBHOM, a cefwac BHNOJHsSEeHIL padory,
KOTOPYIO Jiyulie MOXeT caenatbh Huxaiimas (apru. [Touemy?

— TIlprunny storo He npocto ofbacauTh. KpoMe Toro, diictam 3a-
NPeTHJIa rOBOPHTE 06 3TOM ¢ APYTHMH HAJARaMH.

Eznpa npousHecs 3TH cJ0Ba, JHTH OCO3HAJAA 3aKAIOYEHHYIO B HUX
JBYCMBICTEHHOCTh: KeppHK He Obl miiamoM. OHa mokasajna Ha
Uuaeny. .

— Ilpnkaxu, yTo6n OHA I0Jia BNEpefH HAc, CAEAyS 3a TEeMH Tpe-
Ma. — Kak ToaBKO 370 §WIO cAenano, JHTH NosepHysack K Kep-
DHKY H TaK ropsiuo 3aroBOpHJa, KaK OH ellie He CJABILIAJ.

— 51 u JApyrue RaXOAMMCs 3J€Cb NOTOMY, YTO CJHIZKOM CHJBHO
BEPHM B TO, UTO YYXJAO HallUM npaBHTensmM. Ham npukasand ot-
PeuBCs OT 3TOH Bepel, HO MBl He MOXeM. TOT, KTO OJHAXKAK Y3HAX
npaBAy, He MOXET 3a6HTh ee.

— O Kaxoit IpaBfe ThH TOBODHIUB? — YAUBJEHHO cnpocHa Keppuk.
— O xryueli, 6ecnoKofRO# npasie, COrJacHO KOTOPOR MHP U BCe
B HeM cojepxKalleecd MOMET CTaThb ropasfo aysiue. Tol Ayman
0 NOAOGHHX BeIax?

— Her,— vectHo npusHaacs Keppuk.

— A g pymana, Ho TH elle mMonoA #H He HAA4H. TH YARBHA MeHs
cBOefi NIepBOH NONHTKON 3aroBOPUTH, @ TBOE CYUIECTHOBAHHE JIO CHX
nop 3arajka Anf MeHs. TH He HilJIaH, a B TO e BpeMf He AUKHE
yCTO30y, IIOTOMY YTO MOXellb FOBOPHTb. §1 He 3HA!0, KTO TH H Ka-
KOBO TBO€ MECTO B NJAHAX BeNHKHX.

Keppuk nauan mxaners, uto Berpersa DHrud. OueHb HeMHOTOE H3
TOTO, 4TO OHA FOBOPHJAA, eMy GHJIO NOHATHO.

— Hama Bepa poaxHa O6BIT> NpPaBAMBOH, MOTOMY YTO ee CHJA
B Nepefaye NOHHUMaHHA HeBepawuM. [lepBoil 5To MOHAAA YTYHe-
Hanca, HCIOBEJIOBABHIAA HjeH, KOTOPHX HHKOrJa Ipexie He OHJIO.
Ona roBopuna o CBOell Bepe APyruM, M OHH CMEAJHMCh Hajl HeH.
dficraH ropoAa, y3HaB O e¢ CTPAHHOM [MOBeJeHUH, Bh3Bala K cebe
H BeJeNa BCe pacckasaTs, M oHa pacckazana. OHa rosopusia o cy-
IecTBe BHYTPH Hac, KOTOpPOE HEeJh3s YBEJETh, HO KOTOPOE A4ET HaM
BO3MOXHOCTb FOBOPHTH H BO3BHIMIAET HAC HAJ MUBOTHEIMH. Y Xu-
BOTHEIX 3TOr0 CYLecTBA BHYTPH HeT, W [OTOMY OHH HE MOTYT ro-
BOPHTb. ClIeA0BaTeNbHO, PEdb— 3TO IOJIOC CYLLECTBA BHYTPH, H OHO
eCTb XXU3Hb W 3HaHWe cMepTH. KUBOTHHE He 3HAWT O KU3HH H
cMepTH, cefiuac OHM ecTb, MoTOM HX He 6yjaer. Ho ufinanm 3ualor,
a Tenepb 3Haellb ¥ TH. K1 B 3TOM 3arajka, KOTOPYI0 51 AOJNKHA
DONBITaThEA peliuTh. Kro TH? KakoBo TBOE MecTO B XKH3HH?
OHrn nosepuysack K KeppHKy M 3arasHysa B ero raasa, Kak
GyaTo MOrJa HafTH B HHX OTBeT Ha cBoft sonpoc. Ho oH He Mor
HHYero OTBETHTH, H OHA NOHAJA 3TO.

— Korna-uu6yas TH Y3Haellb, —cCKaszala oHa.— A cefiyac 7TH
caulllkoMm MosoZ. Ho A coMHeBaloch, 9TO TH CMOXeMb NOHATH Npe-
KPacHY10 MeqTy YryHeHanchl, MeuTy O NpaBjie, KOTOPYK OHa ofbsac-
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Hana ApyruM. M noxasmsaza! ITHM OHa pasosamna IicTaH, Ko-
TOpasi IPHKAa3ajd ed 3a0HTh GanblIMBYIO HAEI0 H XHTh Tak, Kak
BCErAa JXKHJH HANAHH. YTYHeHanca OTKasanach H TeM CaMbIM IpH-
3HaJa, 4TO Bepa BHIle ropoja M NpPHKa3oB Jiictad. 3a HeNoCay-
mande JUCTaw JHIIHJAA e¢ HMEHH, H3THAB H3 TopoAd. TH 3HAellb,
yT1o 5TO 3HauuT? KoHeyHo, Her. Ml aH He MoXeT XHTh 0e3 croero
TOPOAa H HMEHH, ecAd OJHAXAb OH YXe MOoAyuHa ero. JIdileHue
3TOro o03Havaer cMeprhb. C He3aMaMATHBHIX BpeMeH HANAHE, NOKH-
‘ZAWOLIHe TOPOA, O4eHb CTPAXAIH, NAAAJH JYXOM, [IOTOM TepsJIH
CO3HaHHe H OLICTPO ymHpaJd. Tax GuIIO Bcerga.

Y 3uru Gemo cefivac Kakoe-TO CTpPaHHOE HACTPOEHHe, HEYTO CPeA-
Hee MeXAy PpanocTbi M BocTOproM. OHa OCTAHOBHJACh, MATKO
Bafija KeppHKa 3a pyKy M 3alifHyJa eMy B IJa3a, NHTasicb NoJ-
Hee BRIDA3HTL CBOH 9yBCTBA. v

— Ho ¥ryHenanca He yMepJsa, H 510 OBIJIO HEOCTIOPHUMBIM A0Ka3a-
TeNLCTBOM ee NpaBoTH. C TOro AHA €e NMpaBOTa NOATBEPXKHUANACH
CHoBa H cHoBa. MHe npukasaan yi#TH u3 MHerGawa, upukasanu
yMEpPeTb— HO % He yMepaa. HUKTO H3 Hac He yMep, MOTOMY MH H
okasaauce 3gecb. OHH HasmBawoT Hac Jouepsmu CMepTH, CuHTas,
4TO MBl SaKJKWUYHJIH ¢ Hell Aorosop. Ho 3To nempaBaa. Mul Ha3H-
Baem cebs Jlouwepsamu )KH3HH, H 3TO HpaBAa, KOTOMY 4TO MHl XKH-
BEM TaM, I'le YMEDPAIOT ApYTHE.

KeppHK OCTOPOXHO BHCBOGOAMJCS OT €€ XOJOAHOIO H MSATKOro
NPHKOCHOBEHHUS] H MOBEPHYJ HA3aj, COJTaB:

— §1 3amen cAMIIKOM JAaneko. Mue sanpemieHo §wBaTh 3fech, Ha
noasax.— OH AepHY.N 3a NOBOAOK, H3berast NPHCTAJbHOrMO B3rAAa
Suru. — HHeseny, MH BO3BpalaeMcs.

JHrH MoJ9a CMOTpesa, KaK OH YXOZHT, NOTOM ABHHYJACh AaJjblle.
OrasnyBuwnch, KeppHK yBHAeN, KaK OHA MeJJeHHO GpefieT No NbLIb-
Hoii aopore. OH YA®BJEHHO NMOKAayaJ roJOBOH, He NMOHHMAas, 3ageM
OHa FOBOPHJA BCE 3TO, NMOTOM 3aMeTHJ NOGJAM3OCTH aNeAbCHHOBLIE
JepeBbsl U HOTAHYNA K MM Hnaeny. Ero ropno nepecoxixo, coaHue
CHJIbHO TI€KJ0,  OH He NMOHAJ AecAToll JAOJAH TOro, O 4eM rOBOpHJA
Suru. OH He 3HAJ, 4TO ee Bepa OHlJa HepBOf TPEUIMHOH 3a MHJ-
JIHOHHl JIeT CYLIECTBOBAHHS HHAJAAHOB. DHTb HMHNAHOM O3HA4aJ0
XKHThb KakK UfiJaH, 60/bIle OH HHYEro He CMOT NOHATH.

¥ nepeBbeB, KaK H BOKpDYI BCEFO TIOpOJa, CTOAAH BOODYXKEHHbIE
OXPAHHYKH, C JIOGONHTCTBOM CMOTPeBIIHe, KaK OH CPHBAET ClelHe
IVIOAH. DTH OXPAHHUKH CJAEAHJH 32 BXOJAOM B TOPOR JAHEM, TOrAa
Kak HOYBIO ero GJIOKHpOBajiu Goablune H CHAbHHIE JoByiIkd. I1pa-
YeM OXPaHHHKH He BHACIH ‘HMUEro, JIOBYLIKH Ke cofHpajH Oofb-
II0e KOJHYECTBO BCEBO3MOXHEIX JKHBOTHHX. OfHaKO yCTO30Y-
yOMHALEL He IONAA2JUCH.

TeMm BpeMeHeM ypyKeTo nepecek okeaH, nocturayp Wuer6a, u pep-
HyJacs B Auabnecak. Korja oH HaKoHell MNOAoWIEN K mpuyany,
BafiHTH B ee cBMTa yXe XAajgu Ha Oepery. IlepsuiMm Ha Geper co-
ua ero KoMaHAup, JpedHauc, H ocraHOBHNACh nepeA Baduta.

— Oficrau, 5 npHBe3sa JuuHoe nocnanwe Maincac, xoTopoe Ka-
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caercst 3BepeTB ycTo3oy. KpoMe Toro, cHa NpHKasaja MHE hepe-
JaTb pacnopmXeHHe 0 HeoOXOJAMMOCTH YCHJEHWS OJUTEJBHOCTH K
YHHYTOXEHHMsSI ycTosoy. Jlia 3TOre OHa moBesiesla  HCIOJb30BATH
CBOKX JIYYIUHX OXOTHHKOB C X€COTCAHAMH W APOTHKAMHE H Hajcercs,
YTo yrposa Gyler MOJHOCTHI0 JTHKBHAMPOBAHA.

— Mbl Bce nyMaeM Tak Ke, — ckazana Ba#futn. — CelMyac T nofi-
Zellb ¢O MHOH, MOTOMY YTO s XOYY VCJBIIATH BCe HOBOCTU M3 Hue-
rata.

Hosoctu neiicTBUTENbRO GBUIX, B JpedHaHC H3JA0XKHAA HX BafiHTu
B ce JTHYHOH KOMHATE, B NPHCYTCTBHH OAHON AsaxeHuiH.

— 3uma 6nra Markoil. Hekotopele XHBOTHBIE MOTHOJH, HO TOroaa
Onl1a ayuine, yeM B ApPYTHe roAbl. 3To JAo6pLIe BECTH, OAHAKO €CTh
H apyre. Bojee nosoBuHEl ypykero norubao. OHU BHPOCHH CJOHII-
KoM OBICTPO M OKa3aJuch caHIkoM ciafsmu. Tenepb HauaJoch BH-
BeJeHHe APYIHX YpPYKero, HO 3TO INoTpefyeT BpeMeHH, [03TOMY
rpaxkitaHe HHer6ana wne npubyayt B AJbnecak HH B 3TOM, HK
B CAEIYIOUIEM TOAY.

— Tbl nmpHBe3na TsAXKeNble M3BECTHS, — CKazaja Baiinti, H Ana-
KeHIIH TOXe BLIPA3WJa CBOM cOXaJjieHHs u cobonesnosanus. — Ho
Tem OoJsiee HeOOXOAHMO HCTPeGUTh YCTO30y. THl HOJNXKHA BEPHYTHCS
¢ COOOLUEHHEM O HALIEM POCTE, H 3TO CMACYHT ropeub JPYTHX H3-
pectHil. TeBe HyXKHO yBHAETH MakKer.. AJaKeHIUH, mouaH ¢apru
nepefath Craanad, 4ToOul OHa HeMeAJEHHO LIia TYAa, — AJlakeH-
wH §bJIa HeAOBOJABHA, 4TO elf HPHKA3HBaIOT, KaK (apry, HO CKPELIA
CBOI OOHMAY H TNOIlsia BHINOJHATL npHKas. Koriza oHH g00paJjuch
Ao maxeros, Crainan yxe Opia Tam.

Anbnecak ue Bepoc mocie cmepru Coxafiv, HO ero 3amura Onia
ykpensiena. Crajyiai yKaszaja Ha 3aHOBO BbIPAIEHHHE KOJMIOUHE
H3TODO/IM H JIOCTHl OXPaHbl, e BOOPYXeHHble HHJaHBl HaXOAHJHCE
JeHb U HOYb.

~— Ho uro MoxeT czesaTh oXpaHa HOYBIO? — HETEPNENHBO CIpPO
cua AJaKeHInH.

Craanan oTBeTH A efl POPMAABHO H SICHO:

— OueHb MaJ10, HO OHH CHAGIKeH»l OCBETHTENISAMH M ITJAUIaMH, M0-
ITOMY pa60Ta10'r xopowo. M uM He HYXKHO Kaxumu JeHb Mpoje-
JIBIBATH JOATHH MYyTb OT ropojia U obpaTHo.

— Ilo-MoeMy, Hallu cpejCTBA MOXHO HCIIOJNb30BATH Gosee MYyh-
po, —cKasaja HeyGexxnennas AnaxeHluid, a Ba#iuth, oObluHO He
oGpallaBlias Ha Hee BHHMAHHA, 3aMeTHJIA:

— Bo3sMoxHno, AunakeHwn npasa. [laBaliTe NOCMOTPAM Ha 37O
camMMi, B TH TOXe, Opednauc, uTobbl Morna pacckasaTs Maacac
0 Halllel 3alllMTe, KOTAA BepHEUIhCS.

Oun mnpoman depe3 ropoi Hectpoiinokk Toamoit co Craadad H
Baiiutu BO raaBe, ocraJdbHbie CEA0BAJH 3a HUMH COOTBETCTBEHHO
cBOMM JOKHOCTAM. KeppuK co coell Hepasayunoit MHJeny wen
cpasy 3a KOMaHAMPOM YpyKeTo, NOMOLIHHKH H (baprH TARYJHCH
c3afd. HMa-3a wepuiero goxas BaliHTH ¥ HeKOTOpHe Apyrue 3akKy-
TAaNUCh B MJIALLK, HO AOXKAb GBI TEIJKM, NO3ITOMY KeppHK He B3sii
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man; M HacJaa)kAaJcs, YyBCTBYS, KaK CTPYHKH BOAH CTEKAIOT MO
€ro Temy. :
Bosne Jneca y Kpasi NOCJIEJHEr0 IOJS pocjia TpyNNa AepeEBbER.
Korpa Bce mopowan K Helf, cTal0 BHAHO, 4TO JO3BH H KOJOUUE
KyCTHl CO BCeX CTOPOH OKDYXKAlOT pOILNY, 0CTaBASAS eLUHCTBEHHEIMH
BbixoA. Cranyan yKasana Ha WUAJMAH ¢ XeCOTCAHAMH, CTOSIBIUMX Ha
naaTdopme BBEPXY.

— Korna onu Ha mocTy, HEKTO He MOXKeT IPOATH, — cKasalla QHa.
~- 3TO KaXeTCH BHOJHE HaJAeXKHLIM,— 3aMeTHsa BaitHta, nosopa-
YyBasich K AJIAKEHIUH H HEOXOTHO BHICJAYIIHBAS € MHeHUe, JaTem
OHa HanpaBHJach K pome, Ho CTaljaH INONpOCcHJIa €e OCTaHo-
BHTBCS.

— TaM ectb caMbe pasHble >XMBOTHHIE, [OSTOMY My(Th BIEPEAH
HAET OXpaHa.

— Cornacia. Ho 1 — 3ficTan U BMeCTe CO CBOHMH COBETHHKaMH
xoXy B Anpnecake Kyfa xouy. OcTaJbHbIE MOT'YT OCTAThCH 3/€Ch.
Korga auuusi OXPaHHHKOB C OPYXKHEM HAH3rOTOBKY 3aHANAa MeCTo
nepen HMMH, OHH IIQIL:H Aafiblle. ¥ AajbHedl cTopoHbl powu Cran-
JIaH N0Ka3ana UM JIOBYIIKH H 3aNalHH. '

- TH Bce cEesasa XOpolo, — cKasasa BaluTH. AJakeHIIU TNONbI-
TaJNach COrJIACHTBCA, HO BalHTH He o0paTusa HA Hee BHUMAHHS H
noBepHylack K JpedHanc, — Pacckaxd ob6o Bcem arom Mancac,
Koraa BepHelllbcs B MHerGaH. Aabnecak oxpaHsercs H B 6e3omac-
HOCTH.

Ona noBepHyJa Ha3al ¥ B NOCJAeAHHH MOMEHT, KOTAa TOJbKO Kep-
DMK MOT ee BHJAETb, CAeJasla eMy 3HAK rOBOPHTb. MrHoBeHHEe OH
CMOTpeJ, He [IOHHMasd, NOTOM /0 Hero JAOULIO.

— Tam! —rpoMKo 3akpuuan oH.— TaM, cpeau fepeBreB, 1 BHXY
ycrosoy!

Ero caosa GBIIM HAacTOMBKO yOeAWTENBHH, YTO BCE NOBEPHYJIHCH
B TY CTOPOHY, KVZa OH YKasweBaJd. B TOT MOMEHT, Korjia BHHMaHHe
' BCEX COCPE/OTOYHJOCH Ha Aepesbsx, Balinte cOpocmsa cpofi mjamg
Ha seMmJio. IToa EBM oOHa ZepiKaja AepeBSHHYIO CTpesy ¢ KaMeH-
HBIM HaKOHEYHHKOM.

Kpenko gepxa ee o6edWMH pyKaMH, OHA JIEMKO MOBEPHYJIACH H BOH-
3UJa cTpeay B rpydb AJNaKeHIUH.

Tonpko Keppuk BHAea 310, TOJNBKO €ro B3lfAA He GBI HanupasjeH
Ha NepeBbs. ANaKeHIIH CXBATHJach 3a JIPEBKO, ee ria3a LIHPOKO
pACKpHJHCh OT y3Kaca, 3aTeM OHa NOKayHyJach H ynana.

Tyr Tonpko Keppuk nousa, AJst uero HyxKHa OblJa ero JIOXb, H
MTHOBEHHO mOACTpoMJacH,

— Crpena ycro3oy npunerena u3 geca! OHa nonana B Anaxeniin!
BaBHTH OTCTYIIHJAA B CTOPOHY H CKAOHHJAACH HAM TEJIOM.

— Crpena usz neca!l — 3akpuuana Huneny, o6HYHO NOBTOpPABINAs
TO, YTO CARIMAT. [Ipyrue ckasaim To Xe camoe, H pakT Ona ycra-
HoBJieH. CJIOBO CTalo AeloM, a Jeno — caosoM. Teno Anakenmu
yrecan, CrannaH u DpebHauc TOpomauBo yeend BakuTtH B Ges-
ONacHOE MecTo.
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Keppuk yuwen nociteiHnM. HekoTopoe BpeMsi OH CMOTpPER Ha CTEHY
JOKYHTJel, Takylo OAH3KY0 M TaKylo AaJeKylo, NOTOM AEpHYJ 3a
MOBOGAOK, NPHKPENJIEHHEH K OlledHAKY, N VHjedy moKopHO moima
34 HHM.

20

3anepmics 8 cBoell KoMHaTe, BailHTH ropesana O CMepTH BepHOH
Anakenmn, O6 atoM ckasan KeppHK, BHEAS K HeTepNeNHBO OXH-
naBluuM ufinaram. OHa He MOXeT HHUKOTO BRIeTh. OnevaneHHhe,
BCe pasomuauch, KeppHk OB NPEBOCXOAHBIM JFYHOM. BafHTH yAHB-
JsiJlack €F0 TANaHTy, ISAd H CAyIIas 4yepe3 HeGoMbIIYR [Iedb
B JHCTBAX H CO3HaBaf, 4TO 3TO OBIO MMEHHO TO OpyXHe, KOoTopoe
oija BcerAa xoreaa HMeTs. Ona He NOKasbiBalach ceHuac nmepen
APYTHMH, NIOTOMY 4TO IOKA OHA JBHTajach, mofeay H pajocTh BhI-
paxan KaXAbfi MyCKysa ee Tesa. Ho HHKTO Ke BHAeNn 3TO, Belb
OHa He MOABJAJNAch WepeA NyORMKOH, NOKa He NpOULIO NOPSACYHO
BpeMeHH C MOMEHTa yxofa ypykero. Ilpm stom oHa Hejpoaro co-
Xadena 0 cMepTH AJIaKeHLIH, MOTOMY 4TO 3T0 Obuio He B 06bluasx
dinan, Kem Om Hd Ona Anaxenuwd, GoJibllie ee He CYLUIECTBOBAJO.
Ee TesoM pacnopsikaJHch cefiyac Huxalilue papr.

JKusus B ropoae myaa cBoHM uepenoM. [lo pacnopskeRruio JHcTaw,
Te, KTO YNPaBAAJ UM, NPHUIIH HaBecTHTb ee. KeppHK crosa c3ain
H HaGaioAaj, NpeJuyBCTBYS KakHe-TO BaXKHble Nepemenbl. BakHTH
IPHBETCTBOBAJNA BCeX NPUOHBIIAX MO KMEHH, Yero HHKOTAa mpexje
He fenana.

— Tut 3pecs, Banannu, T2, 4To BHIPACTHAA 3TOT TOPOJ H3 CEMEHH,
¥ THl 3fech, CTaiaH, Ta, YyTO 3alIHILAET HAC OT OMACHOCTEH 3TOro
MHpa. 3XeKakK, IOMOrawllasi HaM CBOMMHK HAYYHHIMH 3HAHHAMH, H
Axacect, cHaGXapwWwas Hac nHIeH, BH TOXKe 3/1eCh.

Ona HasuBaja HX TaK, NOKa OHH CoOHpaJuch, — HeGosbllasi, HO
BaXHas rpynna JuaepoB Axabnecaxa. Koraa Baiintu obpaTunach
KO BCEM CPa3y, OHH 3aMepJH HENOABHKHO.

— Hekorophe 43 Bac NMpHGHIK CIOfa ¢ MepBOfi rpynmofi, eme [0
TOrO, KaK BO3HHK TFOpOA, Apyrue mnpubmad nospsee, Tak, Kak 5.
Ho cefivac Bce Mb paBoTtaeM Aas pocTa M cjaBbl Ausiiecaxa. Bul
BCe CJHIIAJH O NO30pe, KOTOpHt f 0OHApyXHuAa B AeHb CBOETO
NpHOLITHR, — 00 yOH#HCTBE caMUOBR ¥ JAeTedbimell. MB OTOMCTHIH
33 37O MPECTYIVIEHHE — YCTO30Y, COBEPUIKBIIHE ero, OBIH YOHTHI,
¥ Gosbllle T2KOro HHKOr[a He MOBTOpHTCA. Haill feper poxjeHu#
6e30maceH, 3aUIHIIEH, OH TEIVINHA — H NYCTOM.

Korna ona mpoHsHecna 3TH C¢J0Ba, BOJHA ABHXKEHMN NpOKATUIACh
no BceM TeJaM caywarteaeidi. Toabko Keppuk He webeabHyscs,
MOA9a OXHAAS CACLYIOUIMX 0B BalHTH.

— Ha, Bu npasu. Bpems npuiino. 300710 MeCOK AOAKHEL 3anon-
HHTb TOJICTHIE U MeJJHUTeAbHHE CaMILbL.

3a Bce BpeMsi cBoero npebwpaurs B Ansnecake KeppHK He BHIeN
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vitaaH B TakoMm Bo3Oyxienud. Has Opictpee, uyem 06blyHO, OHM
IPOMKO pasroBapHBaJK H CMESJIHCh, 4 OH HENOYMEHHO CJel0Basl
32 HHMH "epe3 ropoj K BeXxony B Kanaun, rae xunu camusl, Oxpas-
nua YxeMmenp wwarnyiaa B CTOpPOHY IpPH KX MOSBJCHHH, BhIpaKas
JABHXKEHUSIMH TeJld CBOe nouTeHHe. Keppuk XoTen BOHTH cjeaow,
HO OB OCTAHOBJEH De3KKM PHIBKOM Keje3Horo oleiinuka. Koraa
OH JIEPHYA 32 NOBOAOK, coemuHmABIIME ero ¢ Muxeny, Ta ocraznach
CTOATh HENOJBUKHO, KAK KaMeHb. 33 €r0 CIUBHOH pasaajics JIyxol
CTYK H IABepb 3aKpHIACH,

— UYro cayyuaoce? — pazpaxKeHHo CIpoOcus OH, — [OBopH, 5 mpH-
Ka3bIBalo. _
Huaneny nomepnysach H NMyCTEE IJasa yCTaBHJKCh Ha HEro.

— He nac,— cKazana oKa ¥ DOBTOPUJIA, — HE HAC, v

Boapume on muuero He cMmor oT Hee AoOHUTBCS. HekoTopoe Bpems
OH AymaJ 00 5TOM CTpaHHOM IPOUCIIECTBHH, a IOTOM 3alBUI, COUTS
€ro eule OHHM HeoOBACHHEMBIM (DAKTOM XKHU3HH 3TOTO MOJHOro TaKH
ropoaa.

Ero u3yuenne Anbllecak npojoaxkanoch, C Teéx mop Kax Bce y3Ha-
JIM, YTO OH CHJMHT PSAAOM ¢ DficTal, KyAa Ob OH HM IOIIEN, HHYTO
‘He Mperpamuanc emy uyTb. OH He MHTa)CA NOKHHYTb TrOPOX —
OXpaHHUKM H VIHJAEHY NpendaTcTBOBAJH 3TOMY, RO B Dpeienax ro-
poAa oH Mor 6poauTh rae yroaHo. IlonoGHoe 3aHsiTHE OBLTO BUOJHE
€CTeCTBEHHO AN MaJbYUKa K3 CcaMMaj, HO TENePpb OH NOMHHJI O
CBOCH NpeKHeH KHU3HH Bce MeHbUIE W MeHbllle H IOCTENeHHO IpH-
cnocabauBaJjica K AH3RA HilIaH.

Kaxarpiit AeHbp HauMHaJCst oauMHAKOBO. C ICPRBIME JAyYaMu COJIHLA
ropox npobyxpanca K xusuu. lloaobHo scem npouum, KeppHK
YMHBAJICA, HO B OTJIHYHE OT HHX XOTeNn NHTh, Ja H eCTb TOXKE.
Hinarel enu oauH pa3 B A€Hb, HHOrA H elle pexe, a MAIH BCeraa
B OAHO ¥ TO ke BpeMs, C HuM Bce GuUIO nmo-Apyromy. OH Mor Gec-
KOHEYHO NHTH COK H3 IJIOAOB, BO3MOXHO, M3-3a OeccosHaTeJbHbIX
BOCHOMHHARHHK O CBOEll >KH3HH CPeIMH OXOTHHKOB. 3aTeM OH €a
" (PYKTHI, OTVIOKEHHBIE ¢ Beyepa. Ecan y Hero OblM APyrHe BaXKHble
Aena, OH NPHKAa3blBaJ ¢aprd NPHHECTH HX, HO, KaK Npasuio, Cra-
paics 310 cAenartb cam. Papru, Xak 6b noapo0HO OH HX HH HH-
CTPYKTHPOBaJ, BCerja BO3BPAIlAJANCE C INOMSTHMH M THHABIMH
¢pykramu. [as HAX Bce OHH OBLIH OAHHAKOBH — KOPM AN XK HBOT-
HBIX, KOTOpHIE efsIT BCe, yTO AaAyT, HeB3Hpas Ha Kavectso. M ned-
CTBHTEJLHO, eCclM KaKie-HuOyab dapru OGbIIM psafoM, KOrAa oOH e,
OHH COGHPAJHCh BOKDPYT, BHMMATEJbHO CMOTPEJNH U (epPeroBapusa-
auch Mexay cobolt, MBITafAchk WOHATH, YTO OH Aenaer. Camule cMe-
Jble MpoOoBaJu (GPYKTH, a MOTOM JAQJrQ NJEeBaJuCh, H 3T0 OBLIO
oyedb cMmewHo, [Toragany Keppux nweitajcs nporxaTth Qaprd, Ao-
caX/aBlIHX €My CBOHM IDHCYTCTBHEM, HO OHM BCErla BO3Bpaula-
Juch. B KoHIe KOHHUOB OH NPUBHIK K HHM, KaK K IpOYHM HHJaHAM,
# IPOTOHSII TOMXBKO B KPAHHHX CHTYaLHAX — eCAH HyXHO Obl10
O0CYAHTL KaKO{-TO BaXKHHH JMuuHblfi Bonpoc.
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IoctenenHo oH Hauan 3ameyaTh B KaxylleMcs Gecnopsike Anbme-
CaKa eCTeCTBEHHBIfl TMOPHAOK M KOHTpPOJb, KOTODBIH NPABHJ BCEM.
Hymasi 06 3TOM, OH MBICJIEHHO YNONOOHA KHU3Hb HHJNER KH3HU
B MypaBelinuke. BuemHe OeccMmulc/ieHHas cyeTa, a HA4 CaMOM Helie
pazieseHHe TpyAa MCKAY pabouuMy, COOHPAOLIBMU NHILY, yXa-
XKHBAIOLLMMH 32 MOJOJHHKOM, H OXpaHOH, DpeZOTBpamlalulell BO3-
MOXKHBle HamajeHus, —a B HeHTpe BCero 3TOro MaTKa, Aalolias
HAYyaJI0 NOTOKY KH3HH, IAPAHTHPYIOIIEMY CYILECTBOBAHNE MYPABbHU-
Hore ropofa. He camas TOYyHasm aHagorudsi, HO Jyduled OH Nojo-
6path He MOr. B KoHHe KOHLOB, OH OBl BCEro JAHIIbL MaJLUHKOM,
NONaBIIAM B HCKJIOYHTENbIIblE 0GCTOSATENBCTBA.

YacTo no yrpam OH BHIXOAHA: BMecte ¢ dapri, yrofs npHBE3TH
$OpYyKTH H3 POHI, OKPYKaBWIHX ropod. JTHM ObIJIO NPUATHO 3aHHU-
MaTbes, NOKa He HacTymana xapa, A cro pacryuee Teoc TpeGoBa-
J0 ynpaxHeHH#H. OH MOr XoaHThb GBHICTPO, jaxe GeraTb C TAKEIO
ronamouleil czand MHneHy, H OCTAHABJHBAJCH TOJNBKO IOTOMY, 4TO
OHa MNeperpeBajiacb W He morsa HATH jganablie, OH HCHHITHBAA
OFpOMHOE Y/OBOJIBCTBHE, CO3HABAN, UTO OH MOXET NPOAJHTH Oer,
TOPZa KaK 3TOro He MONET cleJaTh Ja)Ke TakKas CHJbHAasd HiijaH,
Kak Hunaeny.

Bokpyr ropoia WHPOKUMH, MOCTOSHHO W3MEHAIIUMUCH KOJNbUAMH
TAHYJAMCh POLIY AepeBbeB H 3eneHsie noas. AccuctedTsl Banananu
H ee NOMOINHHKH BCe BpeMs BHIBOAMJIH HOBLIE PACTEHHS W AEPEBbH,
HCKOTOpble H3 HOBBIX (PYKTOB M OBOLIeHl ObLLIH BOCXHTHTEJbHDI,
ApyreEe ¥WMeaun AypHOH 3amax win BKyc. Keppuk mpo6oBaja HX Bce,
NOTOMY YTO 3HaJ — Nepel NOCANKOR Bce HX NPOBEPAIOT Ha TOK-
CHYHOCTE.

Bugop pacreuuii, ynorpebGisgBIuXcs B UMYy, OBJO Jaxke Goablile,
yeM BHAOB XXHBOTHBIX. KE€pPpPHK He 3HaA O MIyOOKO YKODeHHBIUeMCs
KOHcepBaTH3Me Minan. Byaymee poaxHo 6HITH Kak HpOULIOE —
HeHaMeHfeMbIM. HOBHE BHAN BBHINYCKAJIUCh B MHp MOCAE OCTOPOXK-
HOTO TeHHOro MAaHHUNYJHPOBAHUSI M YXe& He H3BIMAaJMCh U3 Hero.
Jleca w jKyHran [eHAallH KWIUeAH HOBHIMH DACTeHHSIMH H XKH-
BOTHBIMH, KOTOpble OBIIM HCTOYHHKOM TNOCTOAHHOTO BOCXHIIEHHS
BaHanmy ¥ ee acCHCTEHTOB. DONBUIHHCTBO H3 HUX OBUIH CJAHIIKOM
3HakoMbl Keppuky, uTo6bl npeicTaBasith AAs Kero Kakoii-nudo
Hutepec. UTo VAHBAAJIO €ro, Tax 3TO OrpOMHOe, HEYKJIOXKee, XO-
JOZHOKPOBHOE JXHBOTHOE, KOTOpOE Y MilJJaH Ha3HBAJOCh MYpPry: 5T0
6bN0 CIOBO M3 si3bKa Map0ak, KOTOpHIH OH NOUTH 3a6bu.
IMockoasKy Ausbnecak peipoc u3 HMuerfaHa, XH3Hb CTAPOre Mupa
TO H JEN0 OpOrMsAbiBaja B HOBOM. KeppHK MOr HOJAHS TNPOBECTH,
pasrAsAbIBasi TPEXPOrOTO HeHHTeCKa, OOPHIBAIOIIETO JHCTBY B CBOEM
HeyTOMHMOM ronofe. Ero 6poHHpoBaHHAA LWIKYPa H DIPOMHHEE pOro-
BHE IJIUTHl BOKPYI Uepena DA3BUJHMCh KaK 3alUMTa OT XHILHHMKOB,
BEIMEDLUMX MHJJIHOH JIeT Hasaj, XOTs, BO3MOXHO, HeboJblloe #X
KOJIHUECTBO TOXKE COXPAHUJAOCH B CTaphlX Tropoxax Jnrobana. Buno-
Bas nNaMaTh 06 3TOH yrpode OmHJA elle 3aMeyaTsieHa B MO3ry 3THX
CyILlecTB, ¥ HOPOil, €C/M, N0 WX AONHATHAM, 4TO-TO MOTJO YIPOKaTh
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UM, OHH coBupanuch GOJBIIHMH TPYNNAMH H PRJM CBOUMH POramH
semao. Ho 210 6BJIO ucKAOUeHHe, OOBYHO OHHM CIIOKOHHO RaCJ/HCh,
noejas KaXAHH LeHb OrpoMHOe KOJAHYECTBO Nuuu. Keppuk same-
THJ, YTO €C]AM ABHraThCs MEMJIEHHO, TO MOXHO TMOAOATH BIJIOTHYIO
K 3THM OTPOMHBIM CyLIeCTBaM. BeposiTHO, OHH HE BHJENH ONMACHo-
CTH B TaKOH MaJsieHbKoH OyKalike. MX UKypbl NOXpHIBaJH MOpLIH-
HBI, MalleHbKHe pa3HOUBETHHe sfllepulbl Oerajd MO0 HX CHHHAM,
noenan MNapasHTeB, XKHBINHX B ckhaaakax Koxu. OpHaxan, HecMmo-
Tpa Ha Tpesory Hmieny, AepraBmyio 3a NOBOJOK, OH PHCKHYJ NpH-
GuzuTHCS K OZHOMY M3 HUX M KOCHYTHCA €ro XOJIOAHOH epuiasoi
IwKypH. PesyabraT Onlsl HEOXHIAHHBIM: OH BADYF YBHJAEA ApYroe
cepoe cyliecTBO, MacTofonra Kapy, cBeTBI# raa3 KOTOpOrQ B3rJs-
nyn csepxy Ha Keppuka. Tak e HCOMHAAHHO, Kak IOSBHJAOCH,
BUACHHE HCYe3Jo, H nepejl HHM BHOBb OmNa CTeHa WIKYPH HEHH-
tTecka, OH BAPYr BO3HEHABHAEA 5TO CYLIECTBO, OGECUYBCTBEHHOE,
KaK KaMeHb, HeTOpPONJAMBOE M ritynoe. I[loBepHYBUIHChH, OH YIIen
obpaTtHo.

EanucTBeHHoe, uTo He NoHpaBudock KeppHky, Obia Golids, rie
KOXABHA geHb YOHBAJNH H pa3felbBaji OOJNbLIOE KOJHUCCTBG MH-
BOTHHIX. ¥YOuHcTBO OBIIO OHICTpHM H Ge3BoJe3HeHHHIM: y BX0Ja
BCO ABOP OXPaHHHUKH NPOCTO CTPENsiIH B JKHUBOTHHIX, KOTOPHIX BBO-
AN BHYTpp. Koraa oHM maRand, MX TallHNH BO ABOD KpPYIHBIE
JKHBOTHBIE, OUeHh CHAbHHE H TYLbe: NMO-BHAUMOMY, UM OHJO BCE
paBHO, 4TO UX HOTH H3Ma3aHbl B KpOBH. BHYTPH ellle Tensibie TPYNbI
pasaenbiBajJHCh H Paspesallich Ha KYCKH, KOTOpble 3aTeM NOABeEp-
ranuce obpabotke 3n3umamu. Broepeule ¢ Tex mop, kak Keppux
yoorpedasn B NHIY KeneobpasHoe MACO, eMy 3aXOTenoch 3afHTh,
OTKyAa BooBe oHO BepeTes.

Jlaboparopud, rje paGoraina BaHaiAnmM W ee ACCHCTEHTH, MAaJo
HHTEpecOBaJH ero, X NO3TOMY OR PeFKO 3axoAua TyAa. Emy 6oaslile
HPaBUJIOCh H3yyaTh IIopaxailue BooOpaKeHue ACTAJAH PacTYILEro
TOpOL&a, MaKeT ropofa HaH roBoputh ¢ camuami. OH ofHapyXua
HX [ocJie TOrO, Kak BepHyJcsl ¢ Gepera poxzenni. Huxomy He pas-
pewanoch HaXOAUTbCA TaMm, KpoMe OXPaHb W NPOBOXKATHX, a TO,
4TO OH YBHIeJ uepe3 KoMUYyl H3TOpoib, OHIO HEBEPOATHO CKYHU-
HO: TOMBKO TOJCTBIE CAMILB JI€KAAK. TOK COJHIEM.

Ho camuut B Kauane 6niin pasHeiMu. K 3TOMy BpeMeHH oH 3a0BLI
YYBCTBO T/YOOKOTrO NOTPSICEHUS, KOTOPOe HCOHTAJ, Y3HAB BIep-
BHlE, YTO BCE KHJIAHH, C KOTOPHIMH OH BCTpedascs, ObliAd CaMKH,
Tenepb OH NPHEMMAJ 3TO KaK QAKT JKH3HH, 3a0HB O POJH MYyXUYHH
H JKeHIUHH y TaHy. Ero nmpocte MyuuJo JI0GONBITCTBO OTHOCHTEIBHO
TOH 4YacTH ropoza, rAe OH HHKoraa He Obll. CHycTs HEKOTOpoe
BpeMs Moche BoappallleHus H3 Kanana, od cpocua o6 atom Batinty,
Ee 310 pasBaekno, XoTs oHa He 00bscHHJAa nouemy. OHa pemuna,
yTQ, NOCKONBKY OH camell, HET NPHUUH He NycKaTb ero Tyza. Ho
Viuneuy BofiTH He MOria, cllefoBaTe]bHo, K eMy BXoJ Owmul 3a-
npemed. OH ayMani 06 3TOM JAOBOABHO LOJTO, NOKA HC Halles 4eT-
xoro pewienus. OH BXojua B JBepb, KOTOpPasi TYT Xe 3aKpbiBaljach
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34 HMM, oOCTaBjaAs cHapyxu HHJeHy - NOBOAKOM, COEAHHSB-
WHM. 4X. |

IlpaBna, npu 3TOM OH He MOr OTOHTH OT ABEPH H YBHUIETb BCe, HO
3T0 He HMeJo ocoboro 3Hayenus. CaMminpl MOAXOARJN K HeMmy, pa-
AyAch HOBH3HE €ro NOfABJeHHs B HX VeAUHeHHOA H CKYYHOM
H3HH.

Qurako Keppuk OHJ CAMIIKOM I0H, 9TOOB pa3roBapHBaTh ¢ CaM-
IIAMH O CaMKaX, H NMOCTENEHHO MHTEepec K HeMy NOyOSaBHMACH.

V1 Bce-Taky MHOIMe CaMIK BpeMS OT BPEeMeHH OecelloBaJH ¢ HHUM
HJIH 3aaBaJiH BONPOCH. AJIENOJ NOAXOAYA K UPHBETCTBOBAJ €r0,
Korjma Obl oH HH mosiBujacs. Becemu genaMu B KaHane pykosoguaa
VkemeHA, HO €e BAACTb 3aKaHYMBAJach Mepej /BEphio, a 3a Hed
napcrsoBaj Anunona. On O6wln mpucyaH u3 HMEerfaHa cneunasbhO
JJIS 3TOTO OTBETCTBEHHOr0 MECTa PYKOBOAUTEAA K OB TOPas3fo
crapule Bcex ocranbHBX, Ko BceMy npouemy AJnmoa O XyROX-
HHxoM, Ho 06 3ToM Keppuk y3amas cnycTs MHOTO BpeMeHH. ITo cJay-
YMJOCh B OJWH M3 €ro BH3ATOB, KOrAa AJIMNOJ He HOABHJICH, Kak
O6BIYHO, U MAABYHK CIPOCHI O HEM Y KOro-TO APYroro.

— Asunos, Kak Bcerjaa, 3aHAT CBOMM HCKYCCTBOM, — OTBETHN TOT
K 2aTOPONHUJICS Npoub. KeppHK He NMOHAJ 3TOT0 BHpPAXKEHHA — 00Jb-
IIAHCTBO CaMUOB 3HAMH SI3BIK JaXce XyXKe, yeM (apru, — HO yJo-
BHJ, 4TO TOT A€JAaET HOBBIE KpacHBHE BellH. B Tor Aewb Anunoa
He NOABHJCSH, MO3TOMY KeppuK 3ajaj CBOM BONPOCH B CJACAYIOUIHU
pas.

— HckyccTBO — 3TO OYeHb BaiKiioe, MOXeT, RaKe caMoe BaucHoe
B3 TOrO, 4TO S 3Halo,— cKasaa Anunoa.— Ho riayneie mosoable
CaMIBl 3TOP0 He HOHUMAIOT, a XKeCTOKHEe CaMKK Ja)e He NOj03pe-
BAlOT O €ro CyilleCTBOBAHHH.

Anunmos B Apyrue caMilpl BCET/Ja BhIPAXKaJdHCh O CaMKax IOJOOHLIM
06pa3oM, co CMECBIO CTpaxa H yBaxKeHHd, uero KeppHk HUKak He
Mor noHaTb. OHM H CaMH HE MOIVIH OOBACHHTH 3TOrO, ¥ BCKOpe OH
nepecTal CIpaliHBaTh.

— TToxaay#cTa, paccKaxyu MHe, — nonpocusn KeppHk c moGomut-
CTBOM ¥ MHTEPECOM, YTO BHI3BAJO SIBHOE HEAOYMEHHe AJMIOAA.

— Peaxoe oTHOLIeHHe,-—cKa3ad OH, 3aTeM HEHAAQMATO 3aAyMal-
ca.— CTo#i 3mech, a 1 mOKaXy Tebe, uto jAenaw. — On xoren yiTH,
HO TYT e nOBepHysa HasaX.-— Tel Korpa-Hubyab BHACT HGHH-
TecKa?

Keppuky Bonpoc i10Ka3a/csi HeyMecTHBIM, HO OH NOATBEpPAHJN, 4TO
AeHCTBHTEJABHO BUJEN 3TOro 3Beps. AJNHNOA VIleA K BepHYJNCS
¢ IpeAMEeTOM, YBHAEB KOTOPHI, KeppHK BHIPA3HJ HECKPHBaeMYIO
pajocTh H YAOBOJABCTBHEe. UTo KacaeTcs AJMNOJa, TO ero yAOBOJb-
CTBHe OBIIO HeHaMepHMO OO0Jblue.

— Tul BHAUWD TO, Yero He BUAAT APYTHE, — NIPOCTO CKa3aj OH.—
Y HHX Her r.1as, H OHH HHYETo He NOHHMAIOT.

ANMION COeAWHHJ BMeCTe BCe UYeThIPE CBOMX MNajblla H NOJHAJ
BBEPX B BuJe yYalll, BHYTPH KOTOPOH OHlMa H3fALIHAS CTATy3TKa
HEeHHTEeCKa, APKO CBEpPKaBIU4R B COJNHEUHBIX JAy4aX H, KasaJoch,
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COTKaHHAS M3 3THX ayuefl, I'masa GuAH KpaCHHIMM, a OT XBOCTA
H pOros, OTPOMHBIX pOTOBBIX IVIUT H TOJCTHIX HOT UII0 CHAHHE.
KeppHK HAKJIOKWJICS HHXE U YBHASJ, UTO MAJNEHLKOE CYLIECTBO Cle-
JAHO U3 TOHKUX HHTEH KaKOro-TO GJecTsulero MaTepHaja, COemH-
HeHHBIX BMecTe. OH BHITAHYJ YKa3aTeJbHBI Najiell U OCTOPOKHO
KOCHYJICSI CKYJbBITYpHI.

— Hro 310? Kak Th 3T0 chenan? $ HuKorja npexie He BHIEN
HHYero nodobHoro.

— 3To NpoBOJOKA, 30/0Tas H CcepeGpsiHas npososoka. Jlsa Me-
Tasnna, KOTophle HHMKOrJa He TYCKHeloT. ['Ja3a-— MaleHbKHe Apa-
TrOLEeHHble KaMHH, XOTophle A npuBe3 H3 Huerfana. Mx waxomsT
B peKax M Ha OTMEJsX, H 1 YMeK UX NOJHPOBATh.

[Morom Aaunoa nokaszan KeppHRY ApyrHe BelllH, KOTOpHIE OH CJe-
JAK, TaxHe Ke yEUBNTENbHHE. KeppdK OLEHHJ HCKYCCFBO, H eMy
3aXOTEJOCh HMeTh Yy celf OAHY H3 3THX Beludll, HO OH HE OCMEJH-
BaJcA NONPOCHTb, YTOOL He PAa3PYUIHTh 3aBRA3ABIIYIOCH MEXKY
HAMHB Rpyx0y.

ITo Mepe pocra y ropofia oCrajnack BCero oAHa upobremMa — ycTo-
30y. B moxaJuBble Mecslb!, KOrja Ha cepepe OHJIO XOJOIHO, TO-
pOJ OXpaHsJCs M 6B OKPYXeH 3auTHuM KojabuoMm. Koraa Temao
BepHyJock Ha cepep, CraasaH HayaJa YCTpaHBaTh peilis BIOJb
6epera. Tonpko OfHaXKAE OHH HATKHYJAHCH Ha GOJbBHIYIO T[PYOMY
yCTO30y M nepelHJH BCeX, KTO He ycmea yGexarth. Halle uM BCTpe-
yadach HeOoJbIiHe TPYNNL, KOTOpHE TYT XK€ YHHUTOXAJHCH,
a ONHaXJbl OHH BEPHYJHCh C paHEHHM NNeHHUKoM. Bmecre ¢ apy-
rEmMy KeppHK OTnpaBuics B3TJSIHYTh Ha 3TO IPSGHOC, IOKPHITOE
MEXOM CYIReCTBO, HO NJIEHHHK BCKOpEe yMep, He HpPHXOAA B CO3HA-
Hye.

Bpems, npomesimee 6e3 cMeHH BpEMEH roja, €IBa OLLYIAJOCH
B Annnecake. I'opon pa3pacrtajcs, 3aXBaTeiBasi jeca M AKYHIJIH,
MOKa He NOKPhW OOUIHPHYIO IJIOHLAAL OT pekd Ao mops. [lo coob-
menuamM u3 MHer6ana, noroga Gma npexHel, yparaHoB He OHLIO.
Ilpoweamans 3uMa OKa3zaJdach HOBOJbHO MATKOH, MO3TOMY KO€-KTO
Hajeslics, YTO XOJ0Ja KOHYAaTCHd, XOTHA ydeHble CUHTANH, 4TO 3TO
BpeMeHHoe yayuwredne, OHH NPHBOAMJAH B JI0KA3aTeJbCTBO TeMile-
paTypy BOZEI H BO3AyXa, W3MepeHHble Ha JerHeil ctaHmuu B Tec-
XeTe, H yKa3blBaJM HA YBEJHUCHHE UHCNA [POXKOPIHBBIX AHKHX
yCTO30Y, KOTOpBIE CHYCKaNuCh BHH3, CO CBOHX DOAHBIX CEBEPHBIX
rop. :

B Anvnecaxe nomoGHbie HOBOCTH BHI3BIBAJH, KOHEeUHO, Goabloi
HHTEpeC, HO OHH OBIIM BCEro JHHIb HCTOPHAMH C AaJIeKOr0 KOHTH-
HeHT2. YPYKeTO yKe BbIpallBBajuch, 3T0 OHJO0 NPHATHO CJAHILNATE,
u ouHaxkabl Muerfan upuzer B Aabnecak, u ropog OyacT NOJACH.
Onnaxae... K ToMy BpeMeHM 3jiech OyAeT MHOroe CAeIaHO, H
connue Beeraa Gyaer TeNJbM.

Keppuky xasaJsoch, 4TO Je€TO ANMJIOCh OeckoHeyHo. Co cBOero Mme-
cTa — psiioM ¢ 3ficTau — OH HaGaaAaXN, KakK pacTer ropoi, H poc
BMcCTe ¢ HUM. BocnoMunaHua o npowviofl JKU3HH NOCTeNeHHO TVCK-

120



Hend H BCuesaJH, 3a HCKAOUueHHeM pelKHX cuoBHaenuii. OH Goablue
He OB yCT030Yy, He 6h JKepukoM. Xoraa BafiHtH HasBaja ero
TaK, OHa H3MeliHja YCJAbILIAHHOE OT HEro ¢JN0BO, H BCe CTajH TOXL-
paxartb efi. Ho Tenepb OH cTan He IDKePUK — MEIJHTENBHEIA H TAY-
neifl, a KeppHk — OJH3KHK K LEHTDY.

EMy Gbl10 HY2KHO HOBOE HMSI, [IOTOMY YTO OH BBIPOC H CTan TeNepb
BBICOKHM, KaK Hityan, gaxke elle poie. Ha ero tene 6wno Tenepb
TaK MHOTO BOJOC, YTO YHYTAK yMep, BO3MOXHO OT INepeeiaHHd, H
ero MPHILJIOCH 3aMEHHTb 0oJiee KpynHbIM H npoxopiusbim. Ho Ges
3UMHEro XOJOJAAa B KOHIIE TOZA ¥ BeCeBHel 3€JeHM B ero Hawane
KeppHK He MOT M3MeDATh NMPOXOAHBLIEE BPEMS.

Mexay Tem emy OHJIO yXKe NATHAALATb JET, KOTHA OAHAXKIHE
Baliuta no3sana ero K cebe.

— 3aBTpa yTpOM YpyKero yHAerT B OKeaH, H NONJALIBY HR HeM
B Huerban. '

Keppuka Maso 3aHHTepecoBao coobuienue (Huerban Gwin Beero
JHUb CJI0OBOM, HHueM O0JbILE), HO OH CKazaJd, 4To eMy OyheT KaJjb
paccTaThCs ¢ HEH.

-— BuusaTtes Goabline nepeMeHnl. HoBble ypykeTo JOCTHUTHYT 3pe-
NMOCTH, H Yepe3 Ioj, MAKCHIMyM uepe3 ABa, MHerfan OyleT DoKu-
nyt, Te, Koro 3aTo Kacaercs, CMOTPSAT B Oyayllee H H& nepeMCHhI,
KOTOpHle AOJMHLI NPOH30MTH, ¢ TAKMM CTPaXOM, YTO HEROOUEHH-
* BAlOT peaJbHBIX NpobieM, HMeOUHXCH 3Aechb. MIX HHCKOMBKO He
3a00TAT YCTO30y, YIpoXKalollde HaM, eapa 3aMeyaioT oru Jlouepei
CmepTH, KOTOpHe NOAPEIBAIT Hally MOLIb. MeHd KT MHOro pa-
6OTH, ¥ TH HOJXEH IoMOUL MHe, BOT NoueMy TH Noejeilib cO MHOH
B Yuerban.

Murepec Keppuxa cpasy Bospoc. IlyTemecTsHe BHYTPH YPYKeTo
yepe3 OKeaH, BH3HT B HoBhle MecTa! OH 6BIN OJHOBPEMEHHO BO3-
OyXKIeH B HCIyraH.

— Tul npuBJjevems Bceobllee BHUMAaHHe H, NONB3YACh MM, A TIO-
npo6yio y6eiHTb MX, UTO Hy¥HO Zesartb. — OHA HaCMeEIJIHBO 0O-
cMoTpena Ha Hero.— Ho Tel cefiyac craa cavlikoM HigaHoM. ThH
AOMXeH II0Ka3aTh HM BceM, 9TO KaK Obll  yCTO30y, TaKk H
OCTaJCH UM,

Ona mojomia K MecTy, ric MHOTO JeT Ha3aj NOJOXHJAa MaJjeHb-
Kuil HOX, M jJocTaja ero. 3XeKak, H3yUMB ero, ONpejesua, 4TO OH
CAeJaE U3 METEOPHTHOTO XKeje3a, 2 3areM MOKPHT aHTHKOPPO3IHH-
HBM choeM. Bafintu otaana Hox IDTAHpPr, CBOSMY NIEPBOMY Aacch-
CTEHTY, K NpHKa3ana JOBECHTb €ro Ha el Keppury. ITARpr
B3fJa KyCOK BHTOH 30JI0TOH TIPOBOJIOKH H NPHKpenusa CBepkamouiee
2KeJne3o K ollleHAHKY, B TO BPeMs Kak B JABepb 3arafiblBanH JH60-
NBITHBIE (DapPTH. :

— OTo NOMKHO NOKA3aThCsi UM [IOBOJIBHO-TAKH CTPAHHBIM,— CKa-
sana Bafintu, cpasauBas oCTpHI kOHell NpOBOJOKH. Ee nanbun
BIIEpBblE 32 HECKOJABKO JIeT KOcHyJHch Koxu Keppuka, m oHa yau-
BHJIACh, NIOYYBCTBOBAR €€ TeIlAOTY.
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KeppHK cMoTpen Ha Tyno#d Konell Hoxa 6e3 ocoforo HHTepeca:
oH BooOIne He NOMHHJ €ro.

— ¥YcTo30y oAeBalOTCA B WIKYPH, H B OAHY M3 HHMX Gbll ORET THI,
xorAaa tebs clofla npuHecaH.— OHa caenana 3HakK IDTAHPT, KOTO-
past pasBssaja CBEDPTOK H BHITPAXHYJA H3 HEr0 MSTKYIO OJEHBIO
wkypy. @apri Ha4dajiu neperopapHBaThesl ¢ OTBPALIEHHEM, H AaxXe
KeppHK oTIIATHYACA OT Hee.

— Croli cmupHO, —npuKasana Bailnth. — Ha Hell mer Hu rpsay,
HY BIIe#. DTOT KYCOK BHIUHILEH H CTEPUHAM30BaH, # 370 GyaeTr mo-
BTOPXTbCA eXEAHEBHO. JTAHPTr, YOepH CTapyl CyMKy H IpPHKPENH
3TO Ha cTapoe MeCTo.

ITAHPT CHANA CYMKY M Tnonpo6oBaja OpUNafidTh IWIKYPY, HO 3a-
cTeXkKuH OHyiH He Ha MecTe. OHa OTHpaBUAACL HEpPENCNBIBATHL WX,
a BaiiaTh BHHMaTesJbHO NocMmorpena na Keppuka, Or Bupoc
BO3MY2KaJl, H OHa CMOTpeJla cefluac Ha HEro ¢ UHTEPEeCOM H OTBpa-
mwennem. [ToroM npomwsa uyepes KOMHATY, RNOTAHyJdack K HeMy, H
KeppHK B3ApOrRya oOT ee NPHKOCHOBEHHA, BaAHTH yAOBJIETBOPEHHO
yasbnyaaco.

— Tul——camelu, Takoii ke, kak Halu camuel., [lpaBaa, y TeGs
BCETO ORHH NMERHC BMECTO ABYX, HO TH pearApyeilb TOYHO Tax e,
KaK on#!

KeppHK nouyscTBoBal cefis HENOBKO OT TOrO, UTO OHAa JeJlaerT,
H TbITajxcs OTTONKHYTb BaHHTH, HO OHa CXBaTHJA ero BTOpoil py-
Koli ¥ nojraimnnaa nobJanxe K cebe.

Baiintu Obliia BO30yXKAeHa cefiuac H arpeccHBHO HAcTPOeHA, Kak
Bce caMku uiinaH, u Keppuk mpopearupoBan Ha 3T0, Kak Apyrue
caMityl.

On He 3HaJ, 4TO NPOHCXOAMT C HAM M 4YTO 3a CTPaHHBIE YYBCTBA
OH HcOelTHIBaeT, Ko Bafinta 3Hana 370 xopowo. OHa Guna DiicTan
H MOTJa Jefarb Bce, yTo 3axoyeT. OTpaboTaHHBIM JBHXEHHEM
6poCHJIa ero Ha MOJ ¥ HAKJIOHWJIACh HAJA HHUM,

Ee Koxka 6nuta xosoniee ero, 2 0OH TeNAblH, CTPAHHO TeNJBIH —
n BOT 3T0 cayuuaock., (OH He 3Bad, 4To 3TO OLIAO, 3HAN TOJBKO,
4TO 3TQ CaMOe BOCXHTHTEJBHOE, YTO CJAYYaJOCk C HHM 38 BCIO €ro
XKHU3HD,

21

— 51 npurecna moytHTeNbHOE nociaHHe OT JpedHaHc, — cKasanaa
daprH, Zpoxa OT YCHAUS NepefaTb coobuienHe npaBHJabHO.— [lo-
TPY3Ka 3aKOHYEHA, H YPYKETO TOTOB K OTIIHTHKIO.

— Mu BaeM, — 0GbsaBuia BaliiTh, K, NOBHHYACH €€ XKeCTy, DTAUPT
H Keppuk BricTynuan Brnepei. OHa IocMOTpeNna Ha PyKOBOAHTEnREH
Anbnecaxa, co6paHHBIX BMeCTe, H CKa3aJa caMHM (OPMAJbHBIM K
opunHaNbHEM ToROM: — [OpoA Baw, noka % He BepHych. Coxpa-
HHTE ero.

Ona nompollajach ¥ MeANEHHO ABHHYyJach yeped ropod ¢ Keppu-
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KOM H DTAMPr, cOOJIOJAaBIUAMH NPHJIHUECTBYIOILYIO JHCTaH-
HHIO.

KeppHk A0OJArO yuHJICS KOHTPOJUPOBAThH CBOC MOBEJEHHE U MO3TOMY
npHONHKAJCS ceiYac K YPYKeTO TaK e CNOKOHHO, KaK Bce OCTalib-
HHle, XOTS BHYTPH Y Hero Bce OypaMJO OT NPOTHBOPEYUBHIX UYBCTB.
Jro nyTeulecCTBHe KOPEHHHM OOpPAa30M MEHSAJO €ro INPHBHYHYIO
Ku3Hb. H DOTOM OH HHKAK He MOr MOHAThH, YTO HPOU3OULIO Y HEro
guepa ¢ Ba#iHTn. UTo BH3BAaJIO Y Hero Takue yyecTpa? Moxer su
310 NOBTOpUThCA? OH HajesaCH, HO KaK 3TOro JAOCTHYL?

¥ Hero He OBJI0O HUKAKHX BOCIOMHHAHHH O JMIOOBH y TaHy, O pas-
JAHYHSX MEXIY NOJaMH, O IPUTAraTeNbHO-3alPEeTHHIX Pa3sroBopax
CTapLIAX MalbYHKOB, IIENTABILUKUXCH ADPYr ¢ ApPYroMm, paxe of yio-
BOJIBCTBHH, KOTOpPOE OH OAHaXK AL HCNHTAJ, KOCHYBLIRCh OGHAaXKeH-
goro rtejsa Mcen. Bce 3710 Hcuesno nepel Heo0XOAMMOCTBIC KHTb
¢ nitranamy. Camunt B Kanasne Hukorja He rOBOPHJH O CBOHX OTHO-
HNIEHHAX ¢ CAMKaMH, a eClIE K JeAalH 3TO, TO, BEpOsITHO, B ero
otcyTcTBHe. MHyeHy moauana. Booblie y Hero He OBIIO HHKAKYX
3HaHHA O CeKce HH TaHy, HH HiJIaH, W OH MOl JAHIIb CTPOHTb AO-
raAkH o0 3ToH yBJekaTeNbHON TalHe.

He6o nmosanu HEX ObJIC KPaCHBIM OT Jy4yeH 3aXOASilero COMHHA,
KOrja oHu pofpanuce A0 raBaHH. DHTHCEHAT, NPHraBUIMH B mpex-
BKYID@HHM NyTeUlecTBMs, MOSBUJACH H3 MODS H BHOBb OOpYyIUHJACS
B BOJAY, B PO3OBYIO OT cOJHUA neHy. KeppHr nojausics Ha Gopr
fOCAeAHYUM, BOWIEN B BHICOKHI NAABHMK M HECKOJBKO MIHOBEHHI
NOYTH HUYEro He BuAesn B caafoocBelieHHOM moMellenun. [lon
TOX HHM 3amyJbCHpOBaJs, KeppHK NOTeps]l paBHOBeCHe K yMaJ.
[IyTelleCTBHE HAYANOCE,

HopusHa nnaBanusa GHCTPO NpolLAa, NOTOMY 4TO BOKPYT OblIO
TOJBKOG MOpe H abCOJNIOTHO HHKAKOTO 3aHATHA. Boibliylo wacTh
NOMeIleHHs 3alONHANH MEPTBO->KHBHE TeJa oJieHell H APYrod AduH.
- OHu JCKaan, CBaJeHHble B Kyuy, ¢ 6€3BOJbHEIMH JlanaMH U 3aKpH-
THIMH POrOBHIMH KJIOBaMH. HeKoropme B3 oJieHeH, XoTd H Heno-
IBUIKHbIE, JIEKAAH ¢ WHPOKO OTKPHTHIMH IVIa3aMi, H 270 OBLIO
XOpOUIO BHAHO B CBeTe JIOMHHECHEHTHBIX nATeH. KeppHK 4YBCTBO-
Bajg cebs1 HEAOBKO OT TOTO, YTO OHHM CMOTPAT Ha HEro W (e33ByuHO
KpHUAT B CROEM NapajJH30BAHHOM COCTOSHHH. BrpoueM, 3Toro He
MOTJIO 6biTh, NIPOCTO OH MEPEHOCHJ Ha HUX cBod wysctBa. [loka ua-
pepxy OymeBas Kazapwluics OecKOHEYHBIM LITODM, INJaBHHK Ypy-
KEeTO OCTaBaJicsi 3aKDHTBIM, H BO3AYX B HeM CTaJk 3aTXJAHM K BO-
HIOUHM.

B TemHOTe HAJaHW Aelaluch BAJAHMME H 3achmnais, Toapko ofdH
HAH ABa u3 HUX GoApcTBoBasH Bee Bpemsa. Oanaxanl KeppHK nons-
TanNcsH 3aroBOPHTL ¢ HHJAAHOM, CTOSIMM Ha DyJe, HO TOT He OTBe-
THJ: BCE ero BHHMaHHe OHJIO COCPENOTOYEHO Ha KOMIIACE,

Keppuk cnaJj, ¥0orAa LITOPM KOHYHJCS, H BOJHEHHE HA MOpe yjer-
aocb. OH NIPOCHYJCH OT XOJOAA — CBEPXY 3aiyBall CBeXHil Berep.
Uiinaupl cyeTHNHCh, HATSTHBAJW IJIAILH, HO e€MY BO3JAYyX 4 JydH
cBeTa JNOCcTaBHAH yA0BOJAbcTBHe. OH pepras 3a NOBOAOK A0 TeX
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nop, noka MeaJutenapHass HMHineHy He mpocHysack, a notom mots-
HyJl ee B OTBepCTHe, Benyulee Hapyxy. OH OblcTpo ROZHSJICSI 1O
MOPILMHHCTON CITHHE YPYKeTO H OCTAHORHJICH pSAOM ¢ IpcdHauc,
KOTOpas Crosila TaM, IJOTHO 3AKYTaBIMCh B OOJbHION nJjam.
WHieHy CTOsiAa HUXKE, TaK AAJEKO, KAaK MO3BOJSIL ee MOBOJOK.
Keppak yxBaTHJACS 3a Kpai M IIOCMOTPEJ BHU3, B 3€JeHble BOJHH,
KaTHBINHECS K HUM ¥ NEeHUBLIHECK Y CIHHBI ypyKero. Jlyyd coanua,
npobuBasch CKBO3b 0OJaKa, ocBellaan OecKpaiiHee Mope, KOTOpoe
TSIHYJIOCh A0 TOPH3OHTa BO BCE CTOPOHH, JTO GHUIO BEJHKOJENHO.
Cmesich, KOrZla coleHbie OpbI3rd NONafiadH eMy B JHLO, KeppHk,
IPOXaBWINK OT X0N0ja, o6xXBaTHN ceGa pyKamH, HO He XOTed yXo-
MUTh, JpedHauc nNOBEpPHYMach, YBHAENa €r0 H BOCXHTHJACH €ro
peakuuei. .

~— Tebe xononuo. IToAAH BHH3 H BO3bMH MJI4LI,

~— Her, Mue 3710 HpaBHTCs. § NOHUMalQ Tenepb, NOUEMY ThHI MEpe-
CCKAaellb OKeaH Ha ypykero. HUuTo He Moxker cpaBHHTbCH C 5THM.
3peduanc Gul1a LOBOJBHA.

— OueHb HeMHOTHe CMOCOGHH TakK quCTBOBaTb Ecau y menst or-
HATh MOpe, f Oyny HeCUACTHA H, MOXKET, AaXe YMpY.

IlpaMo mo kypcy nepef ypyKeTo HOCHJAHCb MOPCKHE NTHLBL, H Jped-
HAHC yKa3aja B 9TOM HANpPaBJeHHH.

— Cefiyac MB HeRaJeKO OT 3¢MJM. BHAMINDB, ¥ CaMOrO TOPH30NTA
BHAHA TeMHasA JuHHA? D10 Geper DHTOGaHA.

~— §l chablmian 3TO Ha3BaHWe, HO HWKOrAa He TOHUMAaJ €ro 3Ha-
YeHHS,

— 3710 OrPOMHBIH KOHTHHEHT, HACTOJBKO GONBIIGH, UTO HHKTO He
oforuyn ero ¢ wora. 1o AoM HitlaH, rae OJIUH ropoa CMeHSETCs
IIOJIAMH APYTOrO TOpOJa.

— 370 W ecTh LeJh HALIErO MYyTEIlecTBHA?

DpedHauc noATBEPANIA,

— Jla, Ha cesepHoM Oepery. CHauaja Hy}XHO MHHOBAaTh NPOXOZ,
Ha3wipaeMblit [enarju, 1 BOUTH B Teldble BoAb AnkaHnaja, Ha Ge-
perax KoToporo pacrnodoxer Muerban.

Korana ona rosopusia 310, B ee rojioce 3ByuaJn pafocTs H 60Jb.

— Cefivac, B cepefiuke aera, BCe Kak Gyaro Gaarononayyso, HO npo-
was 3uma 6bl1a XyAllel 3a BCIO HCTOPHIO TOPojJa. Ypoxail moruo,
*KHBOTHBIE TOXe, 3BepH ¢ ceBepa NPHXOAMWIM CTaJaMH. A ORHaXAHl,
npasja HeHoaro, H3 O6NaKoB CHINajach TBepAas BOAA, H 3eMAs
nobenena.

Tsepaas sona! Cmeica 6B ficeH, Ho yTo 3T0 Takoe? Keppuk yxke
XOTeN MONPOCHTb OOBACHEHHH, HO TYT B €ro BOOSPaXKeHUH BO3HHKIM
TOKDHITBiE CHEroM ropbl. IlpaBia, BUAEHHE 3TO CONPOBOXKAANOCH
YIPHI3EHHAMH COBeCTH B cTpaxoM. OH notep riasa, NOTOM HOCMO-
TpeJ HAa MOpe U OTOrHAaJA BOCROMHHANHE NPOUb. Uro 61 310 Hu
6b10, IOHHMAaHHs OHO He NPUHECHO.

— MHe xosoaHo, —ckasaa KeppHK nNoAynpaBay-noayJoXsb, — s,
noXKany#, BEPHYCh BHYTPb,
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OAHaXAE yTPOM OH MPOCHYJCH OT TEIIOrC BO3AYXa M COJHEYHBIX
Jyyed, JUBIUHXCA yepe3 OTKPHITHIH niaBHHK, OH GHICTPO MOAHANCH
# TpHCOeAUMHHNCS K BallHTH ¥ ITAHPr, KOTOPHE yXKe CTOSJIHU TaM.
Hx BHelWIHMH BHJ YAMBHJ €ro, HO NMOCKOJbKY OHH HHYEro He roBO-
pHaIM 06 3TOM, OH TOXe NpoMmonyaJj: BalHTu He J00uAa BOMPOCOB.
Kpaewkom rinasza oH nocMoTpes Ha Hee. Ee Jio6 H yrJH MOIBHBIX
wqogiiocTell GBI oKpallleHst B KPACHBIH UBeT # yKpallleHH! MEJKHMH
3aBUTKaMH. ¥ OTAHPr Ha JiHIe He OBLIO KPacKd, HO BOKDYT ee DYK
00BHBANNACE YEDHHIE BETBH, 3aKAHUHBAIOLUIHECA JUCTbAMU HA ThLIb-
HOH CTOpPOHe JIaJoHeH.

Keppuk HHKOrAa mpexje He BHAeN, yToObl HIJAHBL yKpauanau cebs
nofoGrbIM OGpPA30M, HO NOCTapajcs CAEPKATh CBOE JIOGONMBITCTBO
M cTana cMoTperh Ha Oeper. Ero aunus OmeTpo npHOJHKamach,
3eJICHBle JIECHCTBlE XOJMB! YeTKO BHIAENSNUCh Ha ¢oHe Heba.

— HHer6aH,— ckazajna OTAMPI, BJOCKME B 3TO CJOBO BCE CBOH
YYBCTBA. ‘

[loxkpriThie TPAROH MOJA YepeAOBaJHCh € JICCAMH, N0 HHM GpOLHIH
‘TeMHHe (UTYpbl MacyuHxcsa XKUBOTHHX. Korga MBHOBaAR mOchaen-
WU BHICTYI CYWIH, QTKpBLJach BeJIHGeCTBeHHas rasaHb. Ha ee Ge-
pery H packunyacsa HuerfaHx.

Keppuk, cuuTaBmmi Ajbnecak BeJUKQJENHBIM, YBHAE] TENePb Ha-
CTOAIWNA ropof, H BbIpa)KeliHeM CBOHX YYBCTB HOCTABHJA YLOBOJMbB-
ctBue BatintH u Sranpr.

— Koraga-uubyap Aunbnecak OyIeT TaKuM »Ke, —cKasaja Bais-
TH, — XOTs] H He NpH Haule#l XHU3HY, Beds Muerfan pacrer ¢ Havaxa
HayaJm.

— Aubnecak Gyfer aysile, — cO CNOKOKHOK YBEPEeRHOCTHIO CKa3ana
Araupr, — Tw coenaews ero tTakuM, BalinTu.

Baintn npomoayana.

Korga ypykero Bollleq BO BHYTPEHHIOK raBaHb, JpedHauc MOAHS-
Jack Ha BeplHNY NJAaBHMKA, 3aTeM KPHKHYJAa BHHU3 KaKylO-TO
xoMauay. OrpoMHOe CYILECTBO 3aMeJIHI0 XOA H OCTAHOBHJIOCH, MO-
KauuBasick Ha uHcToil Boje. Ilapa 3HTHCeHATOB ILIBIIA BNEpelH,
[IOTOM pesKO TNOBEPHYJa H43aA, AOCTHTHYB IJIABYUYETrO 3arpa)kje-
HHA U3 OrpOMHBIX OpeseH. MM He XOTesJOCh JaXKe cJerka KacaTbesd
RKaJIHX [Mynajel Meay3, NOJABEIIeHHBIX K OpeBHAM. JHTHCEHATH
HOCHJHCBL B3aJ M BIlepel, He B CHJAX AOKAATbCH, KOrja IPOXOA
OTKpPOeTCSl B OHH CMOTYT JOCTHYD AOJrOXK/A2HROH HArpajsl — MHILH.
Onu Joaxiel GBIM OCTaBAThCH B T'aBaHH, [OKA YPYKeTO HE JBH-
#ercst ofpatHo. Eme He A0 KoHlIa oOyyeHHble, OHH LJIOXO BBIIOJ-
HAMY TPHKA3bl ¥ yKe e€18a CAePXKHUBAJHCh, KOrJa 3arpa)KieHne
OTKPHLIOCh. DHTUCEHATH OPOCHJIMCH B TaBaHb, YPYKETO He chemla
NoCJae0BaM 34 HEM.

Keppuk monua raaogan 3a BeeM sTuM. [laromass npucranK Obiiaa
GoNbUION, ¥ BCIO ee 3aN0MHANH HAJTAHE, OXKHAAIOLIHE HX NPHOHTHS.
Branu moguuManuch CTBONBI APEBHHX JepeBbeB, H HX BETKH H
JIHCTbS BHICOKO BBepXy, Kasanioch, KacawoTcst Hefa. Hoporu, Beay-
1lHe OT NPUCTAHH B ropod, GblIKM TAKHMH LUHPOKHMH, UTO 10 HUM
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MOr ABHraThest ypykyO. Minanw, Tonnuemyecs na Gepery, pacery-
fIAJIHCh, TNponycKasi HeGoabliyk Tipoleccuro. YHeTklpe ¢hapru Hecau
KOHCTPYKIHMIO U3 THYTOTO AEpEBA, 3ABEUIEHHYIO LBETHHIMH TKAHAMMU.
OHH OCTOPOXKHO ONYCTHJIH ee Ha 3eMJI0, a CAMH PaCHOJOXKHIHCH
BOKDPYr Hee Ha KOproukKaxX, Ubs-TO pyKa M3HYTPH OTAEepHYJa TKaHb,
M HHJNIAaH ¢ pacKpallleKHbIM 30JOTOH KpacKok JHMIOM CTYNHJA Ha
3emyiio. BaliHTH cpa3y Xe y3HaJsa ero.

— T'ynym6y, — ckazana oHa, BHHUMATEJLHO CJeiId 32 CBOHMH JABH-
‘XKeHUAMH. — §I 3Halo ee yXe JaBHO, NOTOMY YTO OHA H3 TeX, KTO
nopaepxuBaer Mancac. HyxHo BcTpeTuth ee.

Onu comnu Ha Oeper W XKpahw Ha npuctaHd, Koraa I'yaymby mno-
Jouper K HUM, OHa ¢ HeKOTOpHIM HOZ00OCTDACTHEM IIPHBETCTBO-
Bajsla BafiHTH, orMeTHAA NpHCYTCTBHE DTAHPr H MEANEHHO CKOJB3-
HyJa B3rasgoM mo Keppuky.

— Jlo6Gpo noxkanosath B I’IHerﬁaH,—cxasana oHa, — Jlo6po mno-
XaJaoBaTb B POAHON ropoj, Bakutk — cTponTensunua Anbnecaxa,
nepecekiias OypHoe Mope.

BaliHTH oTBeTHAa CcTOAL XKe (POPMAJBHO.

— A kax noxusaer Mancac, SicTau Haillero ropoja?

— Ogra npukasaja MHe MpPHBETCTBOBATh Tebs M MpUrJacuaa mo-
CeTHTb ee B ambeced.

IToka oHH pasroBapuBaJiH, NaAAHKKH yHecaH ofipateo. Bailutu m
Fynym6y mowiayu psiaoM, BO3MIABAfAS NPOLECCHIO, HANPABHBUIYIOCH
B ropod. Keppuk u Jrtaupr, coriacHo oOGBUYAI0, MEAJEHHO ClENo-
BaJ{ 32 HUMH BMeCTe ¢ JAPYTHMH IOMOLIHHKAMH.

Keppuk cMoTpea Nmo cCTOPOHaM IMHPOKO OTKPHTHMH raa3ami. Bcee
ZOPOTH, OTXOJMBIIHE OT TOH, MO XOTOPOH OHH JBHTaJHCh, OWAH
NnoJHbE HiJaHaMH ¥ He TOJbKO HilaHaMH. MaJseHbKue cyIlecTBa
C OCTPBHIMH KOITAIMH H fpKOH uellyeil cHOBaJW B ToJane. Ha Heko-
TOPBIX KPYNHBIX AepeBbAX, MHMO KOTOPHIX OHHM NDPOXOAHJH, GHJH
YCTPOEHH IJaT(OPME, ¢ KOTOpHIX HiAJNAHH, MHOTHE ¢ pacKpalleH-
HBIMH JIHAMH H TeJaMH, CMOTpeJad BHH3 Ha roany. [lox oxnum
M3 3THX JAepeBbeB, KOoTOpoe ObLI0 OoJbille APYMHX, CTOsAa BOOPY-
*EHHAA OXpaHa.

Hitnanel BBepXxy ABHraJiCh W PaA3TOBapHBajAH MeXZY cOO0f Tax,
YTQ HE OCTABAJIOCh COMHEHHH — 3TO CaMIBI.

3neck He 6uJ0 TOCBANICHHS paGoTe H (GOPMaNbHHX Pa3rOBOPOB,
3HakoMHX Keppukry no Aapnecaky. MiimanH TeHKaju B HEro najb-
IlaMH H OTKPHTO IE€DPErOBAPHBAJHCH O €ro CTPAHHOM BHELIHEM
BHEE.

Kpome Toro, 3geck 6bAH uiiaHbl, NOAOGHEIX KOTOPBHIM OH HHKOTAA
npexJe He BHAeJ, HEKOTOpHe pasa B ABa HHXKe Apyrux. Onru
CTOSIM TPYINAMH, NPHMKHMasch APYr K Apyry. Keppuk KocRyncs
PYKE STAHPr M BONPOCHTEJIbHO YKa3aJ Ha HHX.

— Hunce — GesoTBeTHBE, — CKa3asa OHa, KaX/JHM CBOHM ABHXe-
HHEM BHpaxas npespenne. — Hitnefife — na0xo ropopsiiye.
BesoTseTHHEe — 3HayHT HeMbie, KeppHK MNOHAJ 3TO JAOCTATOYHO
sicHo, OHK He MOIJIH HH rOBOPHTB, HH NMOHHMATh TOTO, YTO TOBOPHJH
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Apyrue, DTaupr Ooablle HHYEro He MOQJAa CKa3aTh HPO HHX, U
KeppHK Ha BpeMS OTJOXKHJI 3TOT BONDPOC BMeCTe ¢ JAPYFHMH, Ha
KOTOpble X0Ted MOJYYHTb OTBETHL

AM6ecen Oniia TaKod GOABIIOH, YTO AAJbHAA CTOPOHA e TepANach
3a Oypasauledl TOMAMCH, KOTOpas paccTyNHAach, ytoful NPOMYCTHTH
npolleccuo. OHa mpollsia CKBO3b HEe K COJHEYHOH creHe, rae Maj-
cac BMeCTe CO CBOHMMH COBETHHKAMH NOJyJRexana Iia maaTdopme,
3apanMpoOBAHHON MATKMMH TKarsMM. OHa Bes cBepkaaa OT 30410-
Tofl U cepeOpAHOA KpacKu Ha JiMIe H PyKaXx K 30JOTHX KouJell,
NOKPHIBABIIHX ee ToJcToe Telno Ge3 Tanuu. OHa pazropapuBaJa
C NMOMOIRHHKAMH, HC 3aMeyasi MOSIBJAEHHS TPOUECCHH RO TeX TOop,
II0Ka Ta He OKasaJach Nepesl Hel, cyuTas, YyTo HeOoJABLIOE OXKUIa-
HHe He OCKOPGMT, HO HANOMHHT O €€ BHICOKOM MOJOMKEHHH. 3aTeM
OHa TOBepHYJACh, YBHRena BafiHTH W NOAHsack €H HaBCTpeuy.
Tpanuunn o6a36IBANH HX NPHBETCTBOBATE APYr Apyra.

KeppHK cMOTpes ¢ HHTepecOM BOKPYr, He ofpamiad BHHMaHHMA Ha
TO, YTO TOBODHTCS, H NO3TOMY OB NOPAXCH, KOTAA JIBOR HiljlaH
NOXOLLTH ¥ CXBATHIM €ro 3a pykd. KorAa OHM NMOTAuIMJIH €ro, OH
HCTIYTaHHO IIOCMOTPea Ha BafHTH, HO T4 cAenasa eMy 3HaK He
CONPOTHBJSTLCSL K HATH ¢ HUMH. Brpouyes, BeIGopa y Kero He GBLIO.
OHa ¢ cHAOH TAlIWAH ero 3a co60H, W OH MOAUYHUHHACSH, NO3IBOJIHB
yBecTH cebsa BMecTe ¢ VHaeny, Kotopas NOKOPHO INJIA CAEHOM.
Hepaneko or ambecen 0BT BXOX KyJAa-TO, HAOBOJIBHO CTDaHHOTO
BHAA. MexXAay CTBOJAMH BHAHENHCH NOJAYNPO3pPAuHBle XUTHIOBBIE
nanead, TAHyBIUHecsa B ofe cTopoHul. IlocpeauHe Owuia Aseps U3
TOTQ Xe MaTepuHana, 6e3 PyykH HJK KaKoro-qubo OTBepCTHA Ha ee
noBepxHocTH. Bee eme pepxxa pyxy KeppHka, oiuH U3 HiJIaH BAa-
BHJI B ABEph YTO-TO NOXOXKee Ha JyKosully. [Tocse HeZOATOro OXKH-
AaHHS JBepb OTKpHJAack H BHIJAsAHysAa d¢apru. 3atem Keppuka
BTOJIKHYAH BHYTpb BMecTe ¢ VHjeny, cjeloBaBllleH 3a HHM, H
ABEPb 3aKpHJIACh.

— Coga, —ckasana ¢apry, urHopupys Keppuxa u ofpamasch
K MHneny, sareM noBepHysach U fOILJA Blepel.

Jt1o 6110 BeckMa HeoOblyno. KOPOTKHH KOPHAOP H3 TOTO Xe ca-
MOro MaTepHaja NPHUBEJN HX K APyrofi ABepH, 3aTeM enle K ONHOH.
Creayiomee noMeltesye OblTO MeHbllle, H 3Aech (Gapru oCTaHo-
BHJAACD.

— Onycrn raasable MeMOpaHbl, — cKasana osa luaeny, sarem,
BHITAHYB PyKH, nonpoboBana clenath To Xe camoe ¢ BeKaMu Kep-
PHKa.

— $1 camwan Tebs, — ckazalN OH, OTTaAKHBasi ee.— OcCTaBb CBOH
rpa3uble naaplH gaa cefs.

Qaprr ycTaBHJack Ha HEro, IIOKHPOBAHHAad ero rpyboctbio, H
TOJBKO Uepe3 HeKOTOpOoe BpeMa NpHILJa B ceds.

— Baxwno, yrolH raasa GeIH 32KPHTH, — CKa3aja OHa HaKOHell,
3aTeM ONYCTHJA CBOK cOGCTBeHHHle MeMOpaKel B BIAABHJIA B CTEHY
KPacHYIO JYKOBHILY KaKOro-To pacTeHHd.

KeppHK cTOfiA ¢ OTKPHTHIMH TIJia3aMM, IOKa CBepXy Ha HHX He
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ofpymwnnacs Temas Bsoja. Hexotopble CTpyHKH, NOnasuiue eMmy
B poT, ORH Kry4yuMH U FOPBKHMH, H OH MJIOTHO ¢XKana ry6el. [loytu
BCE KOHUHNOCh, HO (aprd NMOBTOpHNIA:

— T'naza He OTKpLIBATE.

[Tosespunit Tenanft serep OHICTPO UCHAPHA BOAY ¢ X Tea. Kep-
PHK LIORDXKJAJ, NOKa ero KoxKa TMOJHOCTBK BBICOXHET, 3aTeM OCTO-
POXKIHO OTKPELT Tyasza. Mem6paunt ¢apru CKOAb3HYJIH BBEpX, H, 3a-
MCTHB, 470 I71a3a KeppHKa OTKpHTH, OHa TOJAKHYJa Cro yepes
NOCJIEAHIO ABEPh B JMHHHOE HH3KOE MOMEIEHHE.

Bce Tam Obio coBeplieHNO HEMOHATHO Ias Keppuka — Hukoria
npexac OH He BHAen HH4Yero liojgoGuoro. [los, moTOMOK, CTEHS H3
TOI'O 2Ke CaMoro TBepAoroe Marepuana. CoJiHeulble JYYH NajanH
yepes MOJYNpo3pauHble NMaHENH BBePXY M NUATHAJAH NQJI  TEHAMH
JHCTBEB. BAOABL AaJbHell CTeHBI BO3BHLIAIACH MAOCKOCTDb H3 TOrO Xe
MaTepHaJa, Ha KOTOPOH CTOANH He3HAKOMBle eMy mpeamertsl. Hiina-
HbBl BO3HJIHCE ¢ HHMH H He 3aMeTHJH ero nosisacuus. dapru, uu-
Yero He CKa3aB, MOKHHYJa HX. Bo BceM 3roM KeppHK He Buaen
HHKaKoro cCMelcjaa, a MHJjeny, Kak Bceraa, HHCKOJLKO He OecnoKon-
Jach O TOM, IJle OHa OblJa H 4TO MPOUCXOAHND BoKpyr. OHa mo-
BepHYyJacs K YEOOHO yceJach Ha ¢BOH XBOCT.

Bexope oaHa u3 pafoTalomiux 3ameTHaa HX H ofpaTuiachk K TOW,
KOoTopas CHACJE HAa KOPTOYKAxX H CMOTpeJsa Ha MaJIeHbKHH xna,ﬂpa—
THK KdKOrO-TO MAaTepHatJa TaK, CJAOBHO 3TO OblI0 O4YeHb BaXKHO.
Ona nosepuysaach, yBHaela Keppuka H, moaoias, OCTaHOBHJIach
nepes HuM. OfHoro rjasa y Hee He OBIIO, 3aTO BTOPOH GBI Tak
CUNBHO HABHIKAaTe, CJAOBHO CTPEMHJCS pa60TaTb 3a JBOHX.

— Tlocvorpn Ha 310, Sccar, —rpoMKO BOCKJAHKHyMA OHA,— 10-
CMOTPH, UTO HaM NPHUCAAJM M3-32 MOPH.

— 3Tto cTpaHHo, lkemeH, — Bexaupo oTBernna Iccar.— U Ha-
NOMHHAET MHE OJHH H3 BHJAOB YCTO30Y.

— BepHO, TOJBKO 3TOT HOYCMY-TO He NOKPHIT MexoM. A mnoueMmy
OH 3aKyTaH B 3Ty TKaHb? YOepH ee.

Sccar markydaa snepen, 4 Keppuk npukasan efi:

— He tporail menq. 5l sanpeiaio Tefe 570 [enaThb.

Jccar nonsTHIAAchk, a MkeMeH PaOCTHO BOCKIHKHYJIA:

— OHn roBopHT, ycTo30y, KoTopHi ropopHt! Xors Her, uto s. Ou
IIPOCTO BHIYYHA HeCKOJbKO ¢pa3. Kax TBOE HMA?

— Keppuxk.

— Bort puanue! Ero xopouwo o6yunny.

Keppuk HCHHTBBAX Bce BO3PACTAWUIMA THEB HA 3THX TYIHIL.

— OJTo HEBepHO,— cKa3aJ OH.— $1 MOry TOBOPHTH He XYXe Bac
¥ ropasfo Jyuie ¢apru, KOTopas IpHBeaa MeHA CIOAA.

— B 310 TpyAHO noOBepuTh, — cKasasaa lkemed.— Ho npeamono-
JKHM Ha MTHOBCHHE, UTO Thl AeHCTBHTEAbHO IOBOPHUIb, a HE NOBTO-
psems 3ayueHHHl ypok. Ecaa sto mpasza, SHATHT, MBl MOXellb
OTBETHTb Ha MOH BONPOCHI.

— §I rotos,

— Kak Tol nogsuiacs 3pech?
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— §1 nmpubma ¢ Bafiuth, Ditcran s Aabnecaka. Mel nepecexkan
OKeaH Ha YPYKeTo.

— BepHo. Ho 310 TOXKE MoOXeT ObiTh 3ayueHHolt ¢pasoil. — Uke-
MeH [0Jroe BpeMs pasMulisaia. — Ho JOJNXKHE XKe OHH KOHYHTH-
cal O uyeMm He MOr 3HaTh TBOH ZpecckpoBUIMK? Hy BOT, CKaXH MHe,
yTO IIPOH3OIUJIO 33 JABEpLIO, pONnycrusuIed Tebs cioaa?

— Mbul 6bl1M BHIMBITH O4YeHb IOPbKOH BOAOH.

HKeMeH BOCXHIUIEHHO 3aTONajla HOTaMH.

— Benunkonenro. Thl AeHCTBHTENRHO KHBOTHOE, KOTOPOE MOMNKET
roBoputk, Kak yAanoch AOCTHIb 3TOrO?

— Mens HayynJia JHTH.

~— Jia, ecau KTO-TO H TOAHJCA AAsi 3Toro, Tak 310 oHa. OAHAaKO
XBaTHT roBopuTb. Cefivac TH Oyjews JAedaTh TO, 4TO 5 CKaxy.
Han k atomy pabouemy mecty.

Keppuk npexkpacho BHAe], UTO OHH A@JAlOT, HO He MOHHMaJ, 3a-
yem 3To. B3sB ry6ky, Sccar cMouuaa HNOAYLIEYKH ero OOJABILOro
maibla, 3atem KIReMeH NpPOTKHyJNa ee KaKHM-TO OCTPHIM IIpeame-
ToM. KeppHK YAHBHJICA, YTO OH HHYEero He TMOUYBCTBOBAJ Jaxe
TOrAa, Koraa VIKeMmeH BRHAZBHJIA M3 NManblla KPyIHblEe KalJiH KPOBH.
Sccar nofiMana nX HeOOMBIIHM KOHTEHHEpPOM, KOTOPHIi 3aKpBLICH,
KOI'la OHa HaXaJlld Ha ero MaKyIIKy. 3arCM €ro pyKy NOJOXHJH
Ha CTOJ # IOTEepAH APYyro# rybKoH, OT KOTOpOH CTaNo IpPOXJaajHo,
a 3aTeM OHa OHeMeJa.

-~ TocmoTpa TyAa, — ckazana HMKemeH, ykasbiBas BEHICOKG Ha CTe-
Hy. KeppHk B3rJIsHya, HO Hu4yero He yBHjen. Korda oH nepesen
B3raaA ofpartHO, 0Ka3aJocCh, YTO 32 3TO BPEMs OHA, NOAL3YICH
CTPYHOH-HOXKOM, cpesasia TOHKHH caoil ero KoxH. DOMH OH H ceit-
yac He uyBcTBOBaJ. IloSIBHBIIMeCs MeAKHe KalH KPoBU OHIM 3a-
KDHITH 2ATe3HBHOH MOBSA3KOH HbioGMeHKena.

Keppuk He BHAepXaJl.

— Tu B3ana HeMHOro Moefl KPOBH H KOXKH., 3aueMm? -

— JlIoGONHITHEA ycTO30Yy, — CKasana HxemeH, jAaBas emy 3HakK
Jeuh Ha HH3KYIO JIeKaHKY.— JTO He MOCAeXHee YyAo B HalueMm
Mupe. I M3yual TBOE TEJO — BOT YTO S AENA0. ITH LBETHHE Ky-
cOUKH OyAyT TOABEpraThcs XpoMaTorpadHd, B TO BPEMs KaK 3TH
YCKOpDHTEJNbHHE KOJOHHE M Ipo3pauxnle TpyOb OyAyT OTKDBIBAThH
ApyrHe ceKpers TBoeit xuMuu. JoBoneH?

Keppux npomosuaj, HHYEro ne NMOHAB. MKeMeH IOJIOXKHAA eMY Ha
TPYAb cepoe IIHIIKOBATOE CYUIECTBO H Npoly/lkaa ero K JXKHU3HH.
— A cefiuac 23Ta IUTYKa — reHepaTop YJAbTPA3BYKA — 3ATJSHET
BHYTpb TBoero Tesa. Korga 3To 3akoxuurcd, Mel OyAeM 3HAThb
o Tebe Bce. Bor u roropo. ®apru noxaxer refe obparHylr RO-
pory.

Koraa 3a KepprkoMm u VHaery 3axpuaach ABepb, Mkemed 3ame-
THJIA:

— Pasrosopunsoe xusoTHoe. [lepBoe BpemMs MHE O4eHb XOTeNOCh
B Aabnecax. §l caeiuana, 4YTO TaMOLUHHE YCTO30Y PasHOOOpasHH H
HHTEpECHH, A Teliepb 6YIb BHHMATEJbHA.
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— I rotoBa, Ukemen, — ckazana Sccar.

— Caeaail noAHy© CepHI0 CepHEIX Npol, BCe METANJIHYECKHE Npo-
6K W NIpeACTaBb MHE MOJHYIO KapTHHY GUOJOTHH 3TOrO CYIIECTBA.
ITocaie 3Toro HauHercs Hacrosinas paborta.

HkemeR BepHyJiach K cBoeMy pafoueMmy croay.

— Mp JoJKHBI Y3HATBH BCE ¢ mponeccax ux MertaGoanama. Ham
IIPHKA3aHO HAHTH Napa3HTOB, KOTOPHE MOryT XKHTh TOABKO HA ITOM
Buje. — CKazap 370, OHa B3JAPOTHYJR, H ACCHCTEHTHI IOHSIH ¥ pas-
- AeJHJAH ee YyyBcTB2. VlkeMeH XKecToM [pU3Baja UX K MOJYAHHIO,
— 4l 3Haw Ballu MBCJAH H BNOJHE pasjensdio HX. Ml cosjaem
XKH3Hb, a He yHHuTOXKaeM ee. Ho 3TH ycTo30y npeicTaBJaSsiOT AN
Hac OoJbIDYI0 ONAaCHOCTb H AOJMKHEL ObITh H3rHaHB. J[fla, #aMeHHo
TaK, U3THaHH. [JOHSB, YTO KM YrpoxKaer, OHH YHAYT W HE CTAHYT
Goapliue- eCOKOUTL HOBHA ropox. Mul He yO6beM HX," MBI TOJBKO
IIPOFOHHM HX TIPOYb.

Ona roBopuia co BCell MCKPEHHOCTBIO, Ha KOTOPYI Omlia CrmoCo6-
Ha. Bmecte ¢ Dccar OHM UCHBITBIBAJM CTPAX OTTOTO, YTO NOZOGHHE
3afiayd NpHAETC pelllaTh HE OJHAXAB!, H 4yBCTBOBaad 60Jb, IO-
TOMY UYTO HX YBaXKeHHE K IXH3HH -—JIIO00H, KUIHU — BCTYITRIO
B NPOTHBODEUYHE CO CTpeMJIeHHeM BEIKHTh.

22

Koraa craju 3akpheIBaTh OTPOMHHIE JBEPH, 3BYKH, AOHOCHUBIIHECS
B am0becel CHapyXXH, NOCTENEHHO CTHXJH, H BOUAPHAACh THUIHHA.
[Tpexcae Baiiutu He oOpamana Ha ABepu 0co6Oro BHUMAaHUSA, XOTs
6niBaja 3/ech He OAHH pa3. JBepn OblAM CHeJaHB M3 PasAUYHBIX
IepenJeTeHHbIX PAacTeHHH K XKMBOTHBIX H YKpalleHb RBCTaBKaMH
H3 CBEDKAlOLIKX MeTaJJOB H AparoueHHHX KamHed. OHH Oblaun
CAHHCTBCHHOH POCKOLILIO B 3TOM ApeBHeM ropofe. Kak oTanualoch
BCE OT HOBOro AJbecaka, rie ABeped HOYTH He OBIIO, a Te, 4TO
UMeNHCh, OBIJIH BJAXKHLIMH OT COKAa COCTABAAIOUIHX HX PacTeHH.
Bce Tam 6bli0 ellle HeOTJENaHHHM H PACTYHIUM, IIOBHIM H 3eJeHbIM,
NPSIMO MPOTHBOIIOJNOXKHLIM 3TOMY ApeBHEMY H CTelieHHOMY TOpOAY.
Ha v cama ona Ona BCEro JHMIUB JficTan A4aNeKoro ropoja, JHLIL
Ha BpeMsd NpHINeUIas Nepej TeMH, KTo npasuT GeccmepTHhIM, Maer-
GaHoM.

Baitate BaApyr pesko oGopsana cebs. Eii Hegero cTeiauthes. Ipes-
HHH H Gorartbiii MlHerfan obpevyeH, B 3TOM MOZXKIO HE COMBEBATBCS.
OTH AepeBbs YMpPYT, BeTep MOrOHHT u€pe3 MYCTOH ropol XONOAHHE
TYMaHBEl B ONaBIlHE JIHCTbA, 3TH TSIKe/he JBepH YHAAyT NOXA yla-
pPaMH BpeMeHHM MW NpeBpaTtATcHd B nbiab, Witnaner HMuer6aua moryt
CMeSTBCH HajJ rpyGocThio €e AaJeKOoro ropoia, HoO B HeM HX cIla-
cende. BafiHTH BEICOKO OLEHHMAA STY MBHICAb, NMOBEPTEIA €¢ H TaK
H 3TAaK W NO3BOJMJa eH OBJafeTh cofoil, Anpnecak 6wl HX clace-
HHeM, a oHa Onsia AubnecakoM. OxasaBmuch paaoMm ¢ Magacac u
ee NMOMOILIHAKamMH, Bafiuta nepxaJjace npsMO H TrOpPACAKHBO, NOYTH
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BhiCOKOMepHO. OHH TOYYBCTBOBAJM 3TO H, IO KpakHeR Mepe ABOe
u3 HUX, OecnokofiHO 3aep3asu. 1o Guin JlekMenanx n MeanoH, Ko-
TOpHle 3HaJH ee MHOrHe rolel H celyac HafeAaNHCh HA HEKOTOPYIO
NOYTHTEJNBHOCTH, MaJjcac TOXe He NMpHILJIA B BOCTOPL OT HeJo-
cTaTka yBaxeHus. Korga oHa 3aroBopuJa, ee no3a Onwia TBepAoil
H BONPOCHUTEJLHOMN. ’

— Tul Kaxellbcsi OYeHb AOBOAbHOMH, BaliHTH, B A0JXKHZ HaM 00b-
SICHHTB: MOYEMY?

— 51 moBoapHa OTTOrO, UTO CHOBa OKasajack B VHerGaue, cpean
Bcex ero ynobers, cpelu adeH3eqae Moeil sdenbypy. Mue mpHATHO
coob1HTE Tefe, uto paboTa, 33 KOTOPYK # OTBEyao, UAET X0pollo.
Anbnecak pacTeT W NpOUBETAET, NOJAS €ro OOLIHPHH, XHBOTHBHE
MHOTOuUHCNIeHHH. I'eHpama — Gorarass H IJIOAOPOAHAA 3eMJas, U
Anbnecak Oyler pacTH, KaK He POC HM OAMH APYroil ropol.

~— TBOH cnoBa OCTaBARIOT COMHEHHS, BCE JH TaK XOPOILO, KAK TH
- TOBOpHIIb, — cKa3aja MaJcac.

— Thl oueHb NpoHHLATENBHA, JiicTak, — oTBeTHAa Baliuth. — EcTh
H TeMHBie CTOPOHBl. YCTO30y 4 BCe IpPOYHE XHBOTHBHIE 3TOH 3eMJH
MHOTOYHCJEHHN M ONacHbl. MH He MOXeM YCTPOHTb Oeper poxje-
Hufl, MOKa He YHHYTOXKHM aJJHIATOPOB, CYUIECTR, OYEHb MOXOXKHX
Ha HM3BECTHHIX Tee KPOKOAMJOB, HO ropa3fio 6ojee MHO[OUHMCJIEH-
HbIX. Hekorophle BHAH YCTO30Y BOCXHTHTENbHLI, H THl caMa npofo-
BaJja HX, KOrja NOYTHJA HAHl TOPOJ CBOHM HOCELIeHHEM, HO eCThb
H JApyrde YCTO30y, KOTOpHE CTOST Ha 3aJHHX JanaX, NoRoOHO
uiinanaMm. OHH HaHocAT O0JBIIOA Bpeld H NPEACTABJASIOT CoGOMH
HACTOAILYIO yI'PO3y.

— §1 nonumaw omacHoCTb, Ho xak MoOryr aTH XHBOTHHE [IDOTHEO-
CTOATh HallleMy OpyXHi0? ECJH OHH TaK CHJABHEL, TO HE NOTOMY JH,
410 Bhl cJ1AOHI?

dro 6HJA OTKpPOBeHHAas yrposa, H BalHTH TyT XKe oTCTynuJa.

— BosmoxHO, 3T0 ToabKOo MOs ciabocTh. B TakoMm ciygae s Mory
YHTH BHH3, NPefOCTaBHB GoJiee CHJABHBIM 3aKRATb Moe Mecto. Ho
B3IJIAAHM, KaK 3TH OllacHbie CYLIECTBAa MPOHHKAOT NpsMO B HALIH
psAbl 1 y6usator Hacl IToru6na TBOA >peH3ene, cuibHAS Be3lecy-
wan AaaxcHild, Bo3MOKHO, MX He TAK M MHOIO, HO OHH YCTpaH-
BawT 3acaAbl. CoxaHH W Bce, KTO ORJ ¢ Hef, nOrHONHM B OAHOH
H3 Takux 3acaia. Ecau ymupaer ¢apru, Bcerga Haifercss KTo-HHU-
6yab, Kro 3aliMer ee MecTo, HO KOO0 MOXKHO MOCTaBHTb BMCCTO
Anakenuwn 1 CokaiH? YCT030y yGHBAIOT HAaIUKX XHBOTHHIX, H HAM
NPEXOANTCSI PAcTUTh HOBEIX, HO OHH YOHBAaiOT H Ha Oepery poxnie-
Hul... KT0 3aMeHUT MOrEGIUNX CAMIOB M MOJONHSK?

[Tocae atux cnoB MenanoH rpoMko Bekpukiayna., OHa Oblia QY€Hb
CTapOW H NHTaJa CCHTHMEHTaJbHBIE YYBCTBA K 0epery poXACHHE.
Ee Kpuk nogefictBoBaJ Ha BceX, Aaxe Ha Majacac, claBHBLIYIOCH
cBoel BbiZepxkKol. [losToMy oHa mosBoamsa cebe HECKONLKO pas
KayHyTbCA OT OTYaSHHSA,

— Jeno, Kaxercd, 3alLJ0 CAMIIKOM AaJeKo. A Th BCe JeNaellb
NpaBHJAbHO.
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— 370 TaK, HO MHe Xouercs 0O/bIIEero,

— Yero?

— IlosBoap cHavyana cooSMETE Tebe KaK MOXHO Ooablue cBefe-
HH# 00 ycro3oy. S xouy, yroOb Tl BBHICJAYWIAJA [JAEHHAOrQ YCTO-
30y.

Mancac o6aymaila NpeAJioXeHHe H COrJacH/ach.

— Ecau y Hero ecThb cBeJeHHs, BPEACTABSIONHE HEHHOCTE, MBI BLI-
caymaem ero. OH /AefCTBHTENBHO TOBOPHT M OTBEYAET Ha BO-
npocH?

Keppuk, BHAuMO, XKAaJ HEAAJEKO, NIOTOMY YTO NOCJAaHel GHICTPO
BepHysacs ¢ HEM. M BoT OH mpeacran nepex coGpaBIIHMUCH — HK-
KaHWHA nepes BEICOYARIIMMH, OXKHAAS NPHKAZOB.

— [IpHKaxk eMy TOBOpHTbH, — CKa3asna Maucac.

— Pacckaxu Ham o cBoedl cTae, yCTO30y,— cKaszaaa ‘Bafdnru, —
HO TaK, YTOOM BCE NOHSJH.

Keppuk OHCTPO B3rJIAHYS Ha Hee, KOTAA OHA TOBOPUJIA 3TO, H TYT
e oTses1 B3rAA Ee mocaeaune ciaopa Ouau curHagom. O poJ-
KeH Oh cOOGUIMTD CAyillaTendM CBeJeHHsd, KOoTophM Bafinte Ha-
yuuNa ero. : -

— 51 Mory ckasaTb HeMHOroe. MEI OXOTHMCsl, POEMCS B 3eMJe
B TMOHCKAX HACCKOMBIX H yOMBaeM HHJaH.

'neBHm# ponot H ObICTPHE ABHMEHAS Tes OBIIH €My OTBETOM.

— OG6mbscHu nacuer ybuiictBa HiliaH, — npukasana Maacac.

— ITO BNOJIHE €CTeCTBEHKAs peakuusi. § 3HAW, yT0 HANAHE HCIB-
TBIBAIOT OTBpalleHHe K yCTO30Y, U Te oTBewaloT TeM Xe. Ho Gyayun
CYIIECTBAMH TrpyGHIMH, YCTO30Y XOTAT JHWb YOHBATE K YHUYTO-
xarb. Ux epuHcTBeHHAs ueas — yOuBaTh Bcex HiaR. OHH cTpe-
MATCA CAeJaTh 3TO, 4 ecJd He MoJayuaercs — yOHBalOT caM
cebsl.

370 3BywaJso raymo Aaxe B ycrax Keppuxa. Kto Mor nosepHThb
TakoH sBHO# H rpyboi Joxu? Ortser Ob1 OAHH: TOJBKO HilJ2HH,
KOTOpbie CaMy HHUKOTAa He Araad. Keppuk B cTpaxe OTOPSHYJ, BHAS
UX YrpoXamliHe ABHXKEHHMH, M OwJI paj, Koria emy NpHKasafH
BHATH U3 komHaThl. Kak ToJbKO ABepb 3aKpobijaack, Mascac cka-
sana:

— YCT030y HOJIXHBE OHITh YHHYTOMEHH pa3 u Hascerpa. KM Bce
Ao eiuHoro. BricseanTp M YOGHTH yXKe 32 OAHO TO, YTO OHM YGHJAH
AnakeHIUH, CHAEBUIYIO pAgoM co MHOH. McKaTh UX H yHMUTOKATh!
TH MoKelnb CKazaTh HaM, Ba¥iHTH, KaX 3TOr0 JOCTHYB?

Ba#utH noHana, yTo ofepxaja TaKTHZecKyw nobeay. Onepuuch
Ha XBOCT, OHa NPOAOJIKaJa ABHXeHHe BHepeld-— K nofele OKOHYa-
TeJBLHOH.

— Bo-nepauix, taMm nomkrO GHTh GOJBlIE BOODYKEHHHIX (apru.
Wx wukorja He GbBaer cadmiKom wMHOro. OHH GYRyT OXpaHATH
M0JA, NPOKJAAABIBATE AOPOTH B JUKYHIVIAX H 3ailHILATbL IOpOL OT
yCTO30Y.

— Mur cpenaem 3To, — cornacunace Majcac. — Y Hac ecte Xecor-
caud U Gapry, ofyueHHHe obpamaTecsa ¢ 3THM opyxHeM. Koraa
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TH OyJAellb BO3BPAILAThCR, YDPYKETO NPHMET CTOJBKO BOOPYXKEHHBIX
thapri, CKOJBKO CMOXET NOAHATH, JIBa MEHBLIHX YPYKero yxe To-
TOBE K MOPCKHM IyTEIIeCTBHAM W TOXe NoBe3yt daprd. Uro emte?
— CymlecTBa-IINHOKK # cyllecTBa-yOuinbl, HMinanw — ne yOniust
H3 JURYHIVIeH, HO HX HayKa MOXET BBIBECTH TaKHX CYHIECTB, KOTO-
pHe 6yAyT AeNATb 3TO B COBEDIIEHCTBE.

~ 06 sToM MBI TOXe no3aBorTuMcs, — ckasana Magcac. — Muoroe
yXe caedaro, H pafora npopoaxaercs, Mkewen, pyroBomsmas
ITUM, VKe BBi3BaHa. OHa jact o0bscHEHHS.

-~ 3Hayur, ge’raercs BCe, YTO MOXKHO? — COPOCHIa BaliHTH, KaxX-
JblM ABHKEHHEM CBOETO Tefla BHIpAXKasd YAOBOJABCTBHE M Haarozap-
HOCTD.

— Jla,—otBetusnia Mancac. OnnHako BpeMmsi paoTaeT He Ha Hac.
Bepnysiinecss u3 Tecxera coofumiaioT 0 XOJOAHOM JieTe, paHHeH
OCEHH M NpPeAnoJsaraloT, yTo 3uMa Gyper Aoaroft u cyposoit, Mu
OBA3AHBI xak M0XHO CKOpeli 3aKOHYUTh paloTy.

Ona caenana Takoe yAapeHHe HA ITHX CJIOBAX, a ee THEB M CTPax
GBLIIH TaK BEJWKH, UTO CAYWIATEJH OTLIATHYJHCH OT 3TOX BOJHH
smounit. Ilpomno kemMano BpeMeHH, npexae yem Mancac Hapymnia
MOJIYaHHE.

— Ilounnre 3a Ukemen. Iocayimaem, uto yxe caeaaHo.

KeppHk He ToapKO yenwwan o6 3TOM, HO W YBUJEN pPe3yJNhTATH
cBouMH rnaszamH. HMkemen Bomsia B CONPOBOXKACHUHM THAXKeNO Ha-
TPYKEHHOH hapry, KOTopas ONyCTu/Ja CBOK HOIRY ¥ YAaJHJIach.
HkeMeH crepHyJ a2 ROKDHBAJO ¢ KJAeTKH, KOTopas Obia JOCTATOYHO
GonpLiofi, YTOOEI BMECTHTh JaxKe HfiyaHa.

— Iloeenutens Hebec, —TOpAO CKasana OHa, W ee CAKHCTBEHHHH
raas eme GoJblle BHIKATHACH.

OrpoMHas NTHIta B3BEPOIINNA CBOH NEpbA H orasiAenach. Ee KpH-
BOH KJIOB NpeAHa3HayaJics JUIF DasphHiBa IVIOTH, AVHHHBEIE KPHUIbS
MTO3BOJISIH JIeTaTh BHICOKO, OBICTPO, HEYTOMUMO, MaJblibl HOT 3a-
KaHYUBAJHCH OCTPHIMH KOTTAMH, IDHIOMHBIMH TONBKO 151 YyORHACTBA.
CymecTBy NpHHIIOCH HE [0 BKYCy, YTO €ro pasIysiibBaloT, OHO
BCTPSIXHYJIO KPBUIBSIMH K THEBHO 3aKpuyano. MkeMeH nmokasana BH-
TAHYTHIH AAMHHBEIE HpeAMeT, NpHKpeNJeHHb K OJHOH u3 Jan
TMTHIEL.

— 3To XHBOTHOE — HefipOJIOTHUCCKHE (HKcaTOp H306paXKeHus, —
cKazana oHa.— IlpuueM ropasno GoJiee COBEpUISHHEHN, YeM MNpex-
ae. Kak Bam H3BecTHO, H306paxKeHHe HA ero raase (Qoxycdpyercs
Ha MeMmOpaHe BHYTPH, HEAPOHEl 3aNHCHBAIOT €r0 B HEPBHHX Y3Jax,
H BIIOCAELCTBHHM BO3MOXKHO €ro BOcnpoHapelenne. Koauaecrso 3THX
n300paXkenHil MOYTH He OrPaHHYCHO,

— H3zofpaxenne uero?—cnpocHna BApyr Maicac, npepusas
TeXHHUECKHHA pasroBop, B KOTOPOM HHUEro He NOHHMAJA.

— Toro, uTo MH XOTUM 3amHcarts, Jficral, — moscHuna Hxemes.
— OTa TTHUA TOYTH HEUYBCTBHTENbHA K XOJOAYy M Jeraer Ha
GONbUIMX BLICOTAX, BHIECKHBAas CBoX A0ObUy. Bo BpeMs apeccH-
POBKH ee yuyuJu JeTaTb Ha ceBep, ¥ ofyuyenHc NIPOLINIO YCIElo,
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OO6blyHO OHA HHTEpecyeTcsl AMHHHO3YSHIMH XHIIHBIMH YCTO30Y, KO-
TOpHle XKHBYT Ha ceBepe. OHU He YrpoXKaloT el U CJHIIKOM BeJHKH,
uyToGH Yy Hee XBATHJAO CHA HANAcTh HA HHUX # cbecTh. Ho nTHia
6nina ofyueHa M 3HZET, YTO NOJYYHUT HaArpaily, €CJIH TOYHO BBINOJ-
HMT HHCTpYKuH#. OAHH pa3 oHa YKe JeTana Ha cesep, H celfyac
MHE MOXEM YBHAETb, YTO OHA TaM BHAena.

HkeMeH OTKpHLIA ONMH H3 CBEPTKOB Y BBITALIHJIA HAYKY OTIIEUAT-
koB. Ony 6nap 4epHO-OeNbIMH, HO OUYEHb BBIPA3UTEALHBLIMU, OHA
pasioxuaa MX B HYXHOH nocaeaosatenbHoctd. Ha nepsom Gnuio
GeJioe MoJie ¢ YePHBIMH TOUKAMH, 3aTeM TOUKU NPHOIUHIUCH, CTANH
Gonee OTYETAMBHIMH. IDTO ObLIM UETBEPOHOTKE, NOKPBHITHIE MEXOM
ycro30y. OfHO H3 HHX BHPOC/O H 3aNOJHHJAO BeCh CHHMOK — OCKa-
JNeHHAR MOpJAA ¢ TOPUAIUME H3OTHYTHIMH Kimkamu. HWa chaeayio-
HieM CHUMKe OHO yKe y0erano, crmacaschb OT ATAKYOLLEH ITHIIH,
DTOT CHUMOK OBIN CaMbIM APAMATHYHEIM H3-3a UTHLBI, TEHb KOTO-
polt mafana Ha AauHHO3yGoro u Ha cHer. Korga Mancac oTaoxuaa
CHHMKH, HX TYT }Ke B3sina BafiHTH.

— W ee mMoXHO HayuuTh HCKaTh J060€ XKHBOTHOE?

— Ha, moboe.

— Jlaxe ycTo30y, KOTOPOTO s mpHBe3ia H3 Anbnecaka?

— OcofenHo storo ycrozoy. OHa MOXET HCKaTb HX, HalTH H Bep-
HyTbcH. Mcnonbsys 3TH CHEMKH H IOATOTOBJEHHYIO KapTy, MOXKHO
JIErKO ONPEAENHTD, The oHa OHja. '

— Toraa 310 TO, uTo HaM HyXHO! YCTO30y XO0ZAT HeGONBIIAMH
rpynnaMKk, a CTpaHa BeJHKa. MBl HalJIH OZHY TaKyl0 Tpymnmy
JEeTrKo yHHUTOXHAM ee. Cefyac Mbl HalWReM ApyrHe...

~— ¥ yHHuTOXHM TeM e caMbiM cnocofoMm, — ckasasna MaJcac.
— Ha. 5 obemraio TeGe — MBI YHHUTOXKHM HX.

— Ovenb x0powo. A cefivac Bce MOTYT HATH, Kpome BaBHTH.
Maacac cugena Moaua, noka TsAXesbe IBEPH He 3aKPBUIMCH 32
yXOnsmuME. TosbKO Torja OHa leBesbHYJach, W BalinTh yBujesa
BEIpaXKeHHe MNOJABJEHHOCTH H cTpaxa Ha ee naHie. Jfcrau Hwxer-
6ana Goutca? Ilpuunna Morjia GuITH TOJBKCG Ofna. BaiuTh Bce no-
HAJa elle Ao Toro, Kak Maacac Hayaja roOBOpHTh.

— Houepu CmepTH, He Tax Ju?

— Ja. Oxn He yMHPAIOT U YHCAO KX BCE YBEIHYHBAETCS. )

— He ymupawor oux u B Anbnecake. BHauane, korna padora Geina
TAXKEJOH H ONacHOH, yMHpaaH, HO cefiyac, KOrAa Mbl Pa3pOCJHAHCH,
Bce H3MeHMaoch. IIparaa, u cefiuac OHH Kajeyarcst ¥ HHOTIA THG-
HYT, HO 3TOTO CJHIIKOM MaJo,

— Tol BO3bMeWws CaMHIX 3JOCTHHIX Hapylntenell c¢ coboft, xoraga
oTnpabHllbes obpaTHo. Tex, uro rosopsaT nepei RapoioM H olpa-
INAIOT €ro B CBOIO Bepy.

— Xopowo. Ho kKaxpaas #3 HUX GyJeT yMeHbIIATh YHCJI0 BOOpPY-
KeHHMX (apru. B Anbnmecake 3TH GeccMepTHHE cyllectBa GyayT
MHE TQJBKO MEWAaTh, OCKOJBKY He XOTAT Y4acTBOBATh B YIHYTO-
XKeHuH ycTo3oy. OHM GynyT aums o6y3oit.

— Tak xe kax 4 B HuerGaue.
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— U Bce Xe g BO3bMYy MX, HO TOJIbKO Ha HOBOM, elle He IpoOBe-
PEHHOM YpYyKeTo.

B 3naxe MaJscac, KOTOpHM OHA BhHIpa3HJa corJiacHe, YyBCTBOBA-
JIOCh YBAXKEHHE.

— Tw XkecToXa W onmacHa, Baitnth. Ecau Mononofi ypyketo HE cMO-
KET [epeceyb OKeaH, ero Heylada OKakerca ¥ HAlIMM YCNeXoM.
— §I aymaic TOYHO TakK Ke.

— Xopowo. Mbl elle noroBopuM o6 3TOM, mepef TeM Kak THl Bep-
HellibeR B AJbllecak. A ceityac sl ycrana — JeHb Obll OueHb JIJIHH-
HBM. '

Balinta crenana sxecT GpopMasbHOrO NPONIAHMA M BRia, Mias ve-
Pe3 ropoi, oHa AyMaJsa o OYAYLIEM, H ABHKEHHS ee TeJa OTPaxKand
3TH MBICAH.

B wmHX 6b10 He TOJNBKO XOpollee HACTPOEHHe, HO H IPHCYTCTBHE
CMEPTH, TaK YTO BCTPeyHHle aprd, MAMO KOTOPBIX OHA MPOXOAHM.IA,
TOPONJiKRO pa3beranucy B cTropoHH. OHa 6Wza roroAaHa ¥ Hampa-
BHJIACh K OJuxalilzeMy MecTy BEIAAyH Msca. TaM CTOSJM0 MHOro
Kerawliux, Ho OHA NIpHKasajia HM YHTH c¢ poporu. [loes, BafiHtH
BHIMBLIA PYKM W HallpaBRJach B CBOH KomHatel, Obe oHH ObliIM
(YHKIUOHANBHHMH H YAOOHBIMH, CO CTE€HAMHM, 3aKpPBITBIMK DPAacIUH-
THIMH TKaHAMH.

®apra pacXoARJHUCh OT €€ Pe3KUX KOMaHR, Bce, Kpome OJHOH, KO-
TOPOM OHAa NPHKA3ana NOAOHTH,

— Haijinn moero ycrosoy,— cKasala OHa,— NPHUBEIH €ro cioja.
3to moTpefoBaso BpeMeHH, NOTOMY 4YTO (Qapri He 3Haja, I'ie €ro
nckate., Ho ona cxasana of stom Apyroft ¢apru, Ta — Tperbed,
H NIOCTENEHHO Uepe3 XHBYX TKaKb ropoja NpHKa3 Aollea L0 TOH,
KoTopas 3Hasna KeppHka.

K voMy BpeMeHH, Kak oH mosBuicd, BafiuTta noyta 3abu1a 0 CBOEM
1IpHKa3e, Tay6oKo NOrpy3uBiNCh B IlaHHpoBarRHe Gyaymero, Onua-
KO, eIBa Ol BOILleJ, BOCHOMHIAHHE BEPHYJIOCD.

— 3710 GBI JleHb YCIEXOB, JEHb MOMX YCIE€XOB, — cKa3aJja OHa 3a-
AYMUHBO, He 3a60TACh, NMOHHMaeT Jan oH. Mudeny ynofso ycenach
Ha ¢BOIl XBOCT, pa3rifjbBas BBHIUATHE TKAHH HA CTeHaX M BOC-
XMIasiCh UMH.

Bafintu moaramuna Keppuka x cefe, caepHyna ¢ HEro Mex M 3a-
cMesiylach, KOra OH monpo0oBag OTHPAHEYTh.

KeppHK HEJOArO CONPOTHBAANCH TOMY, UTO JOJNKHO OBITO NPOH30H-
TH. Koraa Bce KOHUHJIOCH, M OHA OTTOJNKHYJ@ ero oT cebs, OH YIIe]
¢ coXaJeHHeM M HaJeXpol, 4To 370 OyJeT NPOHCXOAHTb CHOBA
H CHOBA.

23

B rTeMHBIX Ty4ax 3JIOBeLIe rpoMkuiXal rpoM, a l'IpOJIPIBHOﬁ HOXAb
XJeCrtaJl O IIOBEPpXHOCTH OKeaHd. ypyKeTo MCAJEHHO YXOAHJ OT
68})61"8, 3a HHM cJAe€ioBalid ABa HOMEHbIIE, SHTHCGHaTbI, paaysch
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BO3MOXHOCTH BHOBbL OKa3aTbCSl B OTKPHITOM OKe€aHe, NOOMTaJaHCh
BN€pe/l, BHCKaKHBast U3 BOJH ¥ CHOBa NOrpyxasch B Hee. Vnerban
ocTaJjcs BAAaJH, NOTYCKHENd, a 3aTeM HCUe3 3a NeJeHOH AOXKASA.
ITyreurectse oKasanoch HeJgerkuM. ITocjie BOCTOProB B yAOBOJIb-
creuii Mlmer0ana — ofparHas Jopora Ha ypykeTo Oblla MpoCTo
MyzeHHeM, Becb mos B MOMEWIEHHH 3aHEMANH Gapri, H HEBO3MOKHO
OBJIO TPOATH, He HACTYNHB HA HHX. 3amachl NMHIH H BOJAL ObLIH
OrpaHH4YeHHbl, H HX BHJABAaJIH BecbMa cKyno. 3710 GBJIO He ¢Tpall-
HO AJS KANaH, KOTOpHE NPOCTO NMpocnaju GOMBLIYIO 4acTh BPeMeHH,
HO KeppHK wyBCcTBOBaJ cefsl KaK B JOBYIIKEe H TOCTOAHHO 3aJbI-
XaJics, OTYErc HHKAK He MOr YCHYTh. EcaH eMy 3TO yaaBasoch, TO
HEHAJONTO, H CKOPO OH C KPHKOM MpoCHINaNcd Beck B moty. Ox
He MOT XOAHTb, rie €My B3AyMaerCs, H TOAbKO ABaXJAH 32 BCe
nyTellecTsHe BHI6paJicd Ha IJAaBHEHK NOAHIIATL CBEXHM BO3AY-
XOM.

B nomepileHHe Bcero Hagaics WITOPM, IJIaBHHK He OTKPHIBAaACH
MHOrO JIHEHA, M ABIIATH CHEPTHM BO3AYXOM CTAal0 HEBO3MONKHO.
B RoOHL¢ KOHIOB NJAaBHUK OTKPHUIH, OCTABHUB Y3KYIO IieNb, HO U
sToro GBHIIO AOCTATOYHO, YTOOH NOYYBCTBOBATH'XOJOAHHH BeTep H
6puiaru BosH. CHPOCTH B Xapy, X0J0X H Tenao KeppHK RepeHOCH]
MOJaYa,

Korza mTopM HakoHel, KOHYRACA K IVIaBHHK MOXKHO OHIIO OTKPHITDH
Kak caejyer, BalHTH NpHKasajma BCEM OCTABAaThCA BHYTPU H TOA-
HAJACL Ha BepXylIKy oAHa. Mope, eme BoaHOBaplieeci B Oeno-
NMEeHHHX BOJAHAX, OHJAO NYCTHM, ABAa MEHBIIHX YPYKETO HCUE3JH
H OoJbllle ¥X HHKOTJA He BUAENH,

Mopckas OonesHp KeppuKa Npoliia TONBKO TOrAa, KOTAa OHH
npH6GeaE B ropT Asbnecaxa. BosesHb W AHM Ge3 MHILM ocAaGHIH
€ro HacTOJNIbKO, 9TO OH €Ba MOr MNOAHATbCS Ha HOTH. CHAeBuMit
B KJETKe DENTOP CTPajaJ IO4TH TaK Xe, KaK U OH! HH3KO CBECHB
roJIOBY, OH c1aGo 3aKpHYan, KOTAA €ro CTAJNH BHHOCHTh HapyXy.
Keppux NOKHHYJ yPYKeTO NOCASAHHM, BHHeCeHHHIA MHJeHy W nBy-
MA APYTHMH HANaHaMH.

Bafiatu ray6oKo BANXana BAAXKHBIA TEIIHA BO3AYX, HACHILEHHEH
3anaxaMM XHBOTO TOpOAa, H HCHBITHIBAJNA OIPOMHOE HAC/aXAeHue,
CTPAXHYB C cefA Jerapruio nyrewectaus. OHa CKOJAb3Hyna B. Iep-
BHIH ¥Ke Npoxnajumit GaccefiH, cMBIa ¢ cefs MOpPCKYIO C€OJb H
BHOBb BLIRHIDHYJ2 HapyXy OCBEXeHHOR W ToToROH K janbHefilleft
pabore.

E#f He HyXHO OBJIO BH3HBATL PYKOBOAMTEAeH rOpOJa, NOTOMY HTO
OHH XJaNu B aMBecex ee nmpUOHITHA.

— B Ausbnecake Bce XOpOINO? — CNPOCHJA OHAa M NOYYBCTBOBAJA
elle Gosplilee yAOBOALCTBHC, KOTJA BCE OTBETHAH YTBEPAHTENBHO. —
Uro ¢ ycroszoy, CrannaH, Kak cefs BEAyT 3TH NapasuThl, paspelalo-
IiMe OKpAHHK HaUlero ropozar

— Henpustrocre#t ropassne wenpme. OHA BHKPaJH HECKOJAbKO
HAWIHX MSCHHIX JXHBOTHHX, APYrHMX 3ape3ajn B HOYHOE BpeMs H

136



yHeCHH A0 HacTynJedds yrpa. Ho Hama sauwra Kpenka, H oHR Mo-
I'YT CAEAaTh HEMHEOTOE,

~— K Bce xe caAHmIKOM MHOro. OHH AOAXHB OHTb OCTAHOBJIEHEHL
S1 mpuBessa MHOrO (aprd, OOy4YeHHHX [MOJB3OBATHCH OPYKHEM.
YeTo30y 6YAYT BHCAEXKEHH H YHEYTOXKEHEL.

— Hx HeJerro BHCACIHTh, — C COMHEHMEM cKasana Cranjad.—
Y HuX 3BepHHOe uyTbe, H OHM HE OCTABJAIOT Noche cebs CHEAOB,
a eCAH M OCTABJSIT, TO OHH BEAYT B 3acaly. ¥Yxke MHorue dapru
nora6yau Takam o6pa3oM.

— DBoasile we norubGHYT, — cKaszana BafigTH H, KaK OYATO TOHSAB
ee, PENTOp NPOH3NTENbHO 3aKpuuad. Ero KJIeTKy NpHHeCNH CioAa
HOCHJBUIHKH, W OH ¢ HAacJax[eHHeM IMocje JOAroro NyTellecTBHs
YHCTHJ CBOM IIEPhS.

- Cefiluac 1 BaM Bce OOBACHIO, — CKa3ana Bakutu.— D10 JAeTaio-
mee CyIECTBO A4CT HaM BO3MOMXHOCTb HAHTH ycTO30y, HaHTH HX
HOPHl, TJAe OHH NpPAUYTCH, Tlie NpAYYT CBOKX JeTeRHllell ¥ caMOK.
Ho cekuac st xouy nojpoGHO paccKasaTh BaMm O TOM, YTO MPOH30-
uio B MinerGaue.

Pentop 6HCTPO ORPABHJACA OT MOPCKOrO NyTellecTBHs, W BafinTu
¢ HeTepOeHHeM xAaJia ouepeAroro Halera yctoszoy. Koraa eit co-
O6IIMAN O HEM, OHAa OTAajna NPHKa3 H HEMEAJNIeHHO HampaBulach
Ha JajabHee Nacrbulle, rge npousollno HapadeHue, CraajaH yxe
6ria TaMm. .

~— PacTOYHTENBCTBO — B3ATH TOJIBKO 3aJHUE UACTH.

-~ 3To oueHp NPAKTHYHO, — CHOKOHHO ckazana Baifinta. — Jlerue
HECTH H pa3ienbiBaTh ToXe. Kakum nyteM onu yulaH?

Crannad NOKa3asia Ha OTBEPCTHE B KOJOUeH H3TOPOAK H cJefl,
HCcye3aBUIHS BAAAK NOA BHICOKHMH JepeBbAMH.

— Ha ceBep, kak o6bryHO. MIX cJej caAHOIKOM siceH H paccyd-
T4H HAa 7O, 4TO MH €T0 3aMETHM, HO B KOHIE €ro HaBepHAKA KAeT
3acaja.

— THruna poGepercst TyAa, KyAa MLl He cMOXeM,— ckasana Bafin-
TH, TIOBOpauMBasiChb K TpPHHECEHHOMY penTopy. Ta BApyr THEBHO
3aKpHYala H pBaHyJa lenb, AepiKaBlilyl ee HOry. BmecTo KieTku
OHa CHAeNAa Ha JAepeBAHHOM HacecTe. [liHHHBIE CTOAGH NOALCPKH-
BaJii €ro TaM TakK, UTO IWTHIA He MOfAa JAOTAHYTbCs N0 ¢apr,
NpHHECIUHX €e, HH KOTTSMH, HH KmioBoM, CpouHO BHI3BAHHBIA, I0-
sasusca Keppux.

— JHenafite cBoe Mejo,—npHka3ajda Ba#HTH ApeccHPOBIIHKAM.
Keppux noHsaa, 4To OH He 3pHUTeNb, KOIAZ TBEPJHE Najblbl CXBa-
THJIH €r0 H TOJKHYJHA Blieped. PenTop, Bo30yXAeHHHH BAAOM H 3a-
NaxoM KpPOBOTOWAHIMX TPYNOB, 3aKpHua)l ¥ CHIBHO B3MaXHBYyJ
KpebamMH. OEa U3 APECCHPOBLUMIl BHpe3aJia KyCcOK Msica u3 Goka
pacTep3aHHOTo KHBOTHOro M Opocmia nruue. Ta KaJHO cXBaTHJa
Msico cBOOOAHOMN Jamofl, NpHKaJa K HacecTy M HauaJa OTPHBATh
OT Hero Kyckd. Tenepb MOXHO GELIO MPOAOJKHTB, H KeppHKa TOJK-
HYJH BIEpEel, NOYTH B Npefesel AOCAraeMOCTH 3TOr0 OKpOBaBJeH-
HOTO 'KPHBOT'O KJIOBA.
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— Tlpocnenn, waitnm... Ilpocnenn, Ha¥gu.. — CHOBA M CHOBA BHI-
KpUKHBaJM ADPeCCHPOBLUIMIB], TTOKa OCTaJibHBIE JepxKaiu Keppuka.
Pentop He OpocHJCs BRepeld, BMECTO 3TOr0 OH OTKHHYJ TOJIOBY
HA3a[ H YCTABMJCA XOJOAHHIM, cephiM B3riasiiom Ha Keppuka. On
HETOJBHKHO CMOTpe] Ha HEero, Noka BHIKPUKHWBAJNK KOMAHIB, MHO-
TOM MOPTHYJ # BTAHYA TOJIOBY B IJIEUH.

— TloBepuuTe nacect, yTo6Hl OH YBHAEN CAEAH, — IPHKAasaJa OfiHa
#3 APECCHPOBIIHL, 33aT€M IM0BEPHYJAch K HeMy H OHCTPO 0CBOGO-
JMaa HOTY.

Pentop 3akpuuas, COTHYJ CBOM HOTH, 3aTe€M CHJBHBIM YZAapoM
KpbuIbeB Gpocun cebs B Bo3ayx. O 651 xopolllo ofyueH H MOTOMY
6bHICTPO MOAHSAJCA BBePX, CAeJNaJ OAMH KPYyr H Hanpaeuicsl Ha
ceBep. .

— Hauajio nonoxeHo, — yAOBJeTBOPERHO ¢Kasana BaklmTh,
Onuako 3HTY3Ha3M ee Noiliej Ha YOBUIb, KOTA4d NPOIIIO HECKOJbKO
AHeil, a penTop He BO3BPAIAJCH, BCTPEBOKEHHBIE ADPECCHPOBUIHKH
uszferaju ee, 1a 4 JPyrue TOXe, BUAA F'HEB B e¢ ABIKEHHAX.

[Toxa Keppuka e BBIBHIBAJAM K Hefl, OH crapancs OBITL OT Hee Kak
MOxHO panbile. Kanan Obl1 OTAMuHBIM yOexuuiem, TAE ero He-
Jerko ObJIC HAHTH, K TOMY e OH He 3arvisAblBaj Tyda ¢ TeX 1op,
Kak BepHyacs us Maerbana,

WxeMeHs OTKpHLIA ARepb NPH ero NPHOAMMKEHHH.

— Twm 6pn1 B Hner6ane, — ckasajna oHa, ¥ B CJOBAX ee ObLIH
OJHOBPEMEHHO M BONPOC H OTBET.

— §1 HuKoraa npexje He BHACR TaKOTO TOpPoOJA.

— DPacckaxu MHe 0 HeM, NOTOMY 4YTO $i HHKOTJa He YBHXY €ro
CHOBA CBOHMH COOCTBEHHHIMH riasaMHy.

Kepprk 3HaJj, 4TO OHa XO4YeT YCMBIIATB, H PACCKA3ad TOJbKO O Be-
JHYHH TOPOAA, TOJAMAX ero XHUTesed H Bceolliel paloCcTH, H HH-
4ero O CYpPOBHIX XOJAOAHHIX 3uMax. OHa ciyllana AoJdro u 3aTopo-
NuJgach Opoyb TOJIBKO TorZa, Korfla paborta noTpefoBana ee JHY-
Horo mnpucytcTBusa. Camunl He mobuin MxemeHn m uslerann ee,
MI03TOMY celyac B Npejesax BHAMMOCTH HHKOrO He 6w10. Keppuk
3arisiHyJl B TeMHBIH KOPHAOD M, 3AMETHB KOro-TO B JaJibHEM KOHIIE,
OKJHKHYJI €ro:

- 3710 51, KeppHK, 1 xo4y roBoputh ¢ Toboit.

CaMen 3akonebaics, 3aTeM IOLIEJ AaJblle U OCTAHOBHJCHA TOABKO,
korga KeppHx OKJAHKHYJA ero BTODHYHO.

— §1 6sl1 B HuerGane. Th Xoyewb nocaymats o6 3ToM?
Hcexkyiienne 6BIIO CHMIDKOM BeMHKO, 4TOGHl €My I[POTHBHTHCS.
Winan MeaseHHO OBHHYJCs K KeppHKy, u TOoT y3Haa ero. 1o G
Acerra, RYAHOE CYILECTBO, ¢ KOTOPHIM OH PA3rOBAPHBAN OAHH KM
ABa pasa, Bce camupl BocXHIlanHCh MendeM JceTTH, xoTs KeppHKy
OHO Ka3aJIoOCh MOHOTOHHBLIM M HEMHOTr0o CKyyHmIM. IlpaBRa, oH HHU-
KOT/la He TOPOPHJ 3TOTO BCJAYX.

— WHer6an — HacTosIWMA TOPOA, — CKasanm 3certa, Kak OyaTo
CJIeTKa 3aNLIXaBilInCh, KAK FOBOPUJH BCe caMiel, — TaM Mbr MOTrJIH
Obl CHEETb CPeiH JHCTheB H CAEAHTh 3a BCEM, 4YTO IIPOHUCXOLHUT
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BuH3y. Tam MBI HHKOrAa Obl He MCTBITHIBAJAM CKYKH, KaK 3JecCh, Tlie
HaM HeYero /[esarh, KpoOMe Kak AyMaTb 0 poxoBoMm Oepere. Ckaxy
MHe...

— Uyts nosxe. CHayasa cxofn 3a AaunoJoM. 51 xouy paccxasath
eMy TOXe.

— 51 He Mory.

— Tlouemy?

— Iloyemy ke .mory? Tl Xouemb 3HaTh, moueMy A He Mory? Xo-
polo, 7 ckaxy Tebe. — OH 3aMelIKajCH ¢ OTBETOM H IPOBEN f3bl-
KoM no ry6am, 9Tofpl YBRAAXHUTEL HX. — TH He CMOMELb FOBOPUTH
¢ HHM, IOTOMY YTO OH YMep.

Keppuka morpsicna sra HoBOCTh. Moryuuit ANHNON, KpemkHii, Kak
CTBOJ JIepeBa, yMep? ITO KazaJoch HERORMOMXKHBIM.

— DBoae3Hb uiu HecuacTHHA cayuai?

— Xyxe. Ero 3a6paau, 3a6panu cunaoit. Ero, KoTopelfl yxke nBaXAb
6un Ha Oepery. M onm 3nasH, 3TH rpy0ble XHBOTHBIE, OHH 3HAJH,
OH TOBOPHJI HM, YMOJSJI, KO OHH TOJBKO cMesiuck Haj HEM. Heko-
TOpHle M3 HHX TNOBEpPHYJH OOpATHO, HO OXHA, OTBpPATUTENbHAf, CO
WpamMaMH H rpyGBIM FOJIOCOM, Ta, YTO BO3TJIABJSET OXOTHHKOB,
COUJIa ero NPOTEeCTH BO3MYTHTEJbHBIMH M 3a6pana Aaumona, H 3a-
Aylinja ero KpHKH CBOMM TesoM. Becwk Jens onu OB Tam, Bech
ZJeHb. 51 Bugen sro. _

Keppur noHsur, 4yTo ¢ €ro APyroM CIYYHJIOCh YTO-TG CTPallHOE, HO
He MOHS, YTO HMEHHO. Jcerra, 3a6HIB O HeM, HayaJ 4TO-TO Hale-
BaTh npo cebs, norpeGanabHOe, 3aTeM XPHUIJBIM TOJOCOM 3aTAHYJ
NecHIO, NOJHYIO CTpaxa:

MoaoabiM A ofHaxXb! XOAUJ Ha Geper,

U 5 Bepny.acs!

Bropoit pas s noiigy yKe B3pOCIBIM,

Ho Beprycep au a?

Tonbko He B TpeTHii, poury Bac!

He B tperuit pas,

Koraa pepHyTes ML HEMHOTHE,

Ho He 5.

Ecau s noitay, 51 3Ham0, 4TO He BEPHYCh.

Hakonen dcerra 3amonuan. On 32061 0 ToM, uto Keppux nomxex
bl pacckazatb emy of MuerGane, HiH, CKopee BCEro, He XoTed
Goapile cayiiath o6 3TomM AaieKoMm ropoje. O nopepHyJcs, He
oTBeyas Ha Boupocel Keppuka, u, NomaThiBasich, noulel o6paTHO.
ITeroM, XoTa KeppuK rpoMKo KpHuaJ, HHKTO OoJpnle He NOABHACH.
B KoHlle KOHLIOB OH yuleJ, 3aX/JIONHYB 3a coboi apepb. UTo umen
B Buay Jcerra? Uto y6uno Anunona xa Gepery? 3TOro OH MOHATH
He Mor. Huseny cnasa Ha coJHle, NPHCHOHHBLIMCL K CTele, H OH
rpy6o Aepran 3a NOBOAOK, NOKa OHA PACCeRHHO He B3rAAHYJ4 Ha
HEro H, 3éBas, He NOAHAIACh.
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@Dapru ToponHJach AOCTABHTR MNOCJAaHue AJnsA caMmofl DficTad, HO
B CBOEH TOPONMHBOCTH JNBHraJjach CAHUIKOM GHICTPO B 3TO JKapKoe
Bpemst aHs. Koraa oma aobpanach no ambeces, poT ee IIHPOKO
OTKPHJICH, @ ABXAHHE T2K YYACTHAOCH, 9TO FOBOPHTb OHA HE MOTJA.
Crpanas oT HepemHTeJbHOCTH, OR3, IIATAsICh, BHIUNIA HAa COJHIUE,
HO 3aTeM BEpHyJachk o6paTHO B NMpOXJaiHylo TeHb. Her ju nmoGau-
'30cTH DOaccefiHa? B cBoeM TenepellHeM COCTOSHHH OHA HHK2K He
MOTJIa 3TOr0 BCNOMERTH, HHKTO H3 npoxoauBimmx mumMo daprx He
o6paulas BHUMaHHA Ha ABUMKEHHS ee MaJbLeB U H3MEHEHHUs OKpa-
cKH KHcTell pyk., OHu OHJH 5TOMCTHUHB, AYyMaAH TOJbKO O cebe
H HHKOTJa He NOMOrajaH ApyruM ¢apru. OHa noYyBCTBOBaAsa PacTy-
IMHH THER, 3a06HIB, ITO HAa HX MeCTe M caMa NmocTynuaa 0Ll TaK e,
OHa pelllHTeNIBEQ 3arisgHyJ2 B OAWKaAWM KOpHAOP H HAKOHeI
Haltyla NHTbeBOfi myoA. BricocaB GOJBIIYI0 YacTbh €ro COAEPHKHU-
MOr0, OHA BHIVIHJIA OCTATKY Ha CBOH PyKH ¥ wew. I mxanue ee 3a-
MEAJUAOCh, H OHA PHCKHYJa 3arOBOPHTD!

— 3ficTan... s npuHecsa refe NOCJaHue... '

[Tonyauaocs rpyfoBato, wo HOHATHO. JIBHrasich Tenepb MeLNeHHO
H OCTaBasch NPH 3TOM B TeHH, OHa obolna ambecen, npobuBasch
uepes TOANY tapry, cobpaBuxcs nepel Jicran, H 3amMepaa B 103e
BEDKH/AATENHHOO BHUMAHHA. '

Uepes HeKoTOpoe BpeMms BaBaanu samerusna ee u o0paThiaa BHU-
Mande Baksru Ha Monuanusyio Gurypy.

~— T'oBopH, — npHKazana BafuTh.

@apri B3gporHyJa H 3acraBHJa celsi rOBOPHTH, OCTOPOXKHO BCIO-
MHHas CJAO0Ba.

— Diictan, s NPHHECHA NOCJAaHHE OT TOH, YTO KOPMHT penTopa.
ITraiga BepHyach.

— BepHrynack! — BOCTODXKEHHO BOCKIHKHYJa Baiiutd, u dapru 3a-
ApOXana OT DPAjOCTH, HAHBHO IIOJIarasi, YTo YAOBOJALCTBHE AOCTA-
BHAaa oOHa. Bafintu Brapasa apyryio dapra: — Hafian Craanan.
ITycTe HeMeaJIeHHO MAeT Ko MHe. — [loroM noseprysack K Toil, 4TO
MpHHECJAa MOCHAAHHE. — A TH BepHeILCH OOPATHO H OCTaHEIIbCs
TaM 3XJaTh, MOKd CHAMKH He OyAyT rOTOBBl AJAt TIPOCMOTPA. 3aTeM
u3BecThlllb MeHs. J1oBTOpH. :

— BepnyTees k TeM, ¢ nTHHel, KAaTh. BepHyThea K Dficran, KOrLa
OyIoyT rOTOBH...

— CHAMKH, BHAH, Nef3axH, —cKasana Balutn TpeMs pasHelMA
cnocofaMy, uTOGHM  CYMECTBO MOMMO  3AMOMHHThH. — [IOBTOpH,
akafn.

AKaitia — mioxo Baaneomuli a3sikoM. [1aszestiue Gpapru TpeBoKHO
3alllefiTaJliCh JAPYr ¢ APYrOM H pacCTYNHAHCH; NpOnyckas Mo-
chAaHua.

— Banaann, xag goaro OyjAer NpPOAOAXKATECA INPOLECC? — CIpo-
cnna Batinra.

— 370 3aBHCHT OT HMelomelics cefiuac wHpopMaupk. 3anacs na-
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MATH GyLyT HepeBefeHbl B JoArospeMeHHu 6aHK nmamard. S cae-
Jaakp 3To cama. [lepBoe ¥ mocaefHee H300paxKeHHe MOXKHO CAenarth
HEMEJJIEHHO, HO IOJYy4YeHHe HHOOpMAalk¥, HaxoAsule#cs MeXAy
HHME, noTpefyeT MHOTO BPEMEHH.

— §1 He noHumaw Tebd.

-—— Twu npara, Jiictal, 310 6nao raynoe ofbsachedue. IlTHua xe-
TaJa rAe-TO MHOrO AHell, H BCe 5TO BpEMS, HOYLIO M JHEM, KaXKiAHe
HECKONBKO CEKYHJ 3alNOMHHAAMCH HOBHle KapTHHE. KamAul cHu-
MOK MOXHO NEPEHECTH Ha IJIACTHHKY XKHAKOro KpHCTalja H 3amH-
caTh HJAH OTOPOCHTB. JT0 3aMeT AHH, MHOTO AHEH.

— 3payut, HalepeMcsi TepneHus u OyldeM xaatb, — OHa OrIsHY-
nach W yBHAena npubauxawmyocs CraanaH.

— TiTHoa BepHyJaach, H CKOPO MHl y3HaeM, HaHJEHBI JK YCTO30Y.
BH roToBH aTaKOBaTh HX?

— Ja, ¢rapru yxe XOpoOILio CTPesdioT, H XeCOTCAaHBl HAKOPMJEHH.
[NocaxeHo MHOIO APOTHKOBHIX KYCTOB H ellle Goabllie APOTHKOB
cobpano. Jloaku ycneurHo pasBOAATCA H HEKOTOPHIE M3 MOJOAHX
y2Ke JOCTATOYHO BEJHKH, 4TOOH MCHOJB30BATh HX.

— [loaroTors Bce. 3arpy3n HHILYy H BOAY, 3aTeM HPHUXOAH KO MHE.
Banaanu, TBOH ONDHT B O6palleHHH CO CHHMKAMH NPHIORUTCS HaM
cefivac. T ornmpasHlibCcs NOMOraTh TeMm, KTo JejaeT 23Ty pa-
6oTy.

OcraTok 3TOoro AHA W Bech caeayouiui BafiHTi pykosoauaa ropo-
JAOM, He BCNOMHHAs ycrosoy. Ho kaxauii pas, korja oHa paccna-
JAnach H et Ke ¢ KeM GHJIO NMOrOBOPHTh, MHCAH 00 3TOM BO3Bpa-
maauch, HaligeHs au yerosoy? Ecau HaffieRBl, TO OHH AQJXKHH
OBITb BBICJEXKeHH H yHHUTOXeHH., Ee HocOBHEe KaanaHel Besenan
OT THEBA, KOTAA OHa AyMaja OT ycTo30y. B TakoM COCTOSHKH OHA
He HCNEITHBAJNA YAOBOJNLCTBHA Aaxe OT ekl K 4acTo nyraja ¢apri
ECTOKHM BHIpax<eHHeM JHila. K ¢4acTbiO AAS ropoja, Ha TpeTHd
leHb IPHILJIO TOATOXKAAHHOE cOOfIeRHe.

— CHHMKM rOTOBH, JHCTaH,— cKasaja ¢apru, o Apoxb obJer-
YeHHs NpoOIUJa MO TeJaM TeX, KTo 3To cawnllaia. Kornpa Batintu
noKunyna ambecen, faxe Keppuxk npucoeluHuacs X OGoabuiod
Fpymile CJef0BaBIIMX 3a Hell M XeJaBIIHX Y3HaTh, 9TO NPOH30-
1o,

— Ouyt  HafileHH, — cKasada BaARTH. — BOABUIMHCTBO CHHMKOB
yXe roTOBO.

[TaracTiHEl LesN0N03b GBIIM H3BJEYEHB H3 OTBepcTHA. BaHammu
OTHEMHNA HX APYr OT Apyra, H BafiHTH CXBaTHJa CHHMKH — eIl
CHIpHE K TEIJIHE. '

— Oun JeficTBUTeNbHO HaffeHH, — CKa3aja OHa, H CHUMKH 3a-
ApoxaJy B ee pykax.— e Craanan?

— 3nech, JficTau, — OTKAuKHYAach CTaanad, OTKAAAHBAas B CTO-
POHY CHHMKH, KOTOpHIE PasriasinBaga,

— Tht 3Haelb, I'le HAXOJUTCS 3TQ MECTO?

— Tloka Her. — Crannan ykasaaa Ha LEHTP OAHOrO H3 CHHMKOB. —
JocTaTouHO 3HATh, YTO peKa NpPOXOXHT MHMO STOr0 MecTa. Mu
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aTakyeMm M3 BOAHL. § cefiyac moBAy Mo MX caeaaM, 3Ta AOpOra MHe
H3BECTHA, H I1epBAs YacTb NYTH yXKe HaHeceHa Ha KapTy. Co CHHUM-
KaMH s MOTy JABHTaTbesl, NOKa He fobepych Ao Head. CMOTPH, 3TO
HX JIOrOBO. YKPHITHA H3 LIKYP KPYIHBIX XKHBOTHHX, BCE, KaK B NpoO-
1JBIH pas.

— U onn GyAyT YHUUTOXKEHBI TaK ¥e, KaK B NpOLKIHIi pa3. — Ona
caenata Keppuky 3Hak NpuOAH3UTLCS, 34TEM NOCTYYaJa 110 CHHMKY
6onpmiuM naapiieMm. — Tel 3Haells, YTO 3TO TakKoe? _

OH HMKOr[a Dpexpe He BUAEJ CHHMKOB H HE MOHSJ HX Ha3HAWeHHd,
B3sp mnactunky, Keppuk noBepTen ee B pyKax, Jaxe 3arisHyd
Ha o0paTHyi0 CTOPOHY, NoKa BahnTtH He 3abpana ee.

~— TH yxe BHAGA ITUX CYLIECTB M 3TH YKPHITHS Ipexie, — cKa-
3aJa QHa.

— Ilo3soab 3ameTHTh, JiicTau, — CMHpPEHHO BMellajaach Bawxaa-
nK, — Ho ¢apru Beayr ceba To4Ho Tak Ke. Ecau KX He HayuHTh
pasryasiblBaTh CHHMKH, OHH KaXXyTCl MM OeCCMBICJAEHHEBIMHU.

~- Ilorumalo, — Bafiuth orGpochia NNAacTHHKH B CTOPOHY. — Ko-
Hel, NPHIOTOBJEHHAM. MBI YXOUHM, KaK TOJbKO OYAeT OnpeneseHo
Mecto. Tol, KeppHuK, moiaelb BMECTE C HAMH. .

— Cnacubo, Jkcran. 51 6yay pax nomoub tede.

Keppux 6uist BiiosiHe uckpeHer cefiyac. OH mOHATHS He UMeJ, Kyjaa
OHH OTHpAaBJAIOTCS M YTO TaM OyAyT AenaTh, €ro NHPOCTO NpH-
BJICKQJIO NIyTELIECTBHE HA JOAKE. .

Ero saTy3HasMm npolien ouekb OHCTpo. OHM BLIEXaJu Ha 3ape, A0
caMblX cyMepeK IIBLIJIH, a 3aTeM JeMJM CclaTb Ha Gepery. 210
IIPOAOJIKANOCh JEHh 32 JHEM, IOKa OH He Hayaj 3aBHAQBATh HHJA-
HAM H MX BO3MOXKHOCTH MNOrpyxatbcsi B §e3jfyMHOe COCTOSHHE.
OH BMmecTO 3TOr0 CMOTpeN Ha Oeper W NHTAJICA NPEeACTABHTH, UTO
HaXOAMTCA 33 CTEHOH AepeRbeB, BHICHBILHXCH TAM,

Ilo mepe npojBHiKeHusi X ceBepy Oeper Mensacst. JXyHrng ycry-
najdi MecTo Jecy, 3areM nouyd 6oJioTa, a IOTOM HH3KHH KycTap-
HHK, !

OHUM MHHOBan# yCcThe GOAbLIOH PEKH, HO NPOAOJIKAJH ABHUIKEHHE.
Tonbko Korpa ROCTHrAH GYXTH, MapwpyT Onis1 uaMmeHeH. Bakutu u
Crannan Ha roJOBHON JIOJKe HANPaBMJHCH X HeH. DTo GBLIO HEUTO
HOBOe, H ApeMaBllie A0 CHX nop ¢apru npoOyAHAHCE K XKH3HH.
Koraa oru nmpubausuiucek K Gepery, M3 TPOCTHHKOBHIX 3apocneit
BBIJIETENH NTHUB H NOAHSAH HeBooGpasuMuifi KpuK. Hx Owuto Tak
MHOIO, UTO NoTeMHeno Hebo.

ITono6ro apyrum, KeppHk IpHABHHYJCA OjHKe, 4TOOB YCAHIIATS,
Kakoe peuwleHde npuMer Bakuru. CrannaH kKocHyJack OJHOTO H3
CHHMKOB,

— Mul cefivac 3aech, H YCTO30y TOXKe 31€Ch, — Ha peyHoM Gepery.
Ecau My nogo¥iaem cerozns O/MXe, Hac MOryT 3ameTuTb. Camoe
pasyMHOe AJs Hac: OBJeruuts 3AeChb JOJAKH, OCTaBHB BCIO BOJAY
H nHimy Ha Gepery. Tem caMbiM ME NOArOTOBHMCS K OBICTPOMY
yAdapy c NepBEIMH JyuaMH COJIHLA.

Ba#HTH corsacuaach.
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— Mpl atakyem ¢ peku, uTOOBl He YNYCTHTb HMX Ha 3TOT pas.
d xody, 4To6bl OHH BCe OBIH YORTH, 32 HCKJIOUEHHEM HEeCKOJNbKHX.
Crajlad A4acT BaM HYXHBIE HHCTPYKIMH OTHOCHTEJBHO MJIEHHBIX.
Bcee nousitHo? IloeTopHTe.

HayalbKHKd TpyON NOBTOPAAH IpPHKa3aHde CHOBA M CHOBA, MoKa
camble Tynele (Gapru He NOHAJH, UTO HYXKHO JeiaTh. KeppHKy 3TO
6BICTPO HAAceNo, H OH OTBepHyJCs, Ho BalHTH OKIHKHYyJa ero.
— Tot OCTaHCLILCA 3/eCh ¢ 3amacamy H HOAOXKAEb Halero BO3-
BpalleHnsi. Sl He Xouy, uTOOH TeGa Mo ouWIHOKe YGHAH B CPaXKEHHK.
Tsoa pabora HayHETCHA NO3XKe.

TTpexnae yem Keppwk ycnen OTBETHTh, OHa OTBepHysack. Ou He
XOTeJ BHJETb HHKAaKUX YOMHCTB, AaxKe ycTO30Y, H IIO3TOMY IIpu-
BETCTBOBAJ ee PelIeHHe.

Ha paccsere Bce mpumio B AeukeHue. Keppuk cuien Ha Oepery,
NOKA OHH CAJIKAHCh B JIOAKH, 3aTeM CJHedHJ, KakK Te HCYe3aloT
B yTpeHHeMm TyMaHe, IHJeHy ToXe cMOTpena, XOTs H C ABHHM OT-
CYTCTBHEM HHTEPECa H, KaK TOJNBKO OHH CKPHUJIMCh M3 BHAQ, OTKpPHIIA
OZHMH H3 MACHBIX KOHTeHHEpOB.

— Tu oTBpaTHTeNbHas 00Xopa, — cKasajn Kepphk.— TH CcTaHEIlb
TOJCTOM.

— Lcrb xopowo, — orseTHaa Huiaery, — Tl ToXe ellb.

EMy Ee XoTesoch 3TOr0 Msica, XDaHHBIUEroCs B Ny3HIPAX H HMEB-
[Uero 3aTXJABIH 3alaX, HO OH BCe-TAKH HEMHOro noel H BEINHA
BOAH. 3acraBuTh MHJAeHy JABHUraThbCsl, noka OH& He noect, OHJIO
HEBO3MOXHO, IIO3TOMY OH HauaJ PasrsiasiBaTb ee BOAH3Y U BADYF
NOHSJ, YTO CKasaJsJ [NpaBAy: OHa TOJCTeJla M JKUP YXKe MSrKUM
cJiI0eM MOKDHBAJ BCE €€ TeJO.

ITocronHHO HaxoMHBIIHICH B obinectBe Apyrux, Keppuk obnapy-
XU, YTO ellleé MOXET NOJYyyaThb YAOBOJABCTBHE OT OJHHOYECTBA,
HMuaery MoxkHO ObNO He cyutaTh. Korja JIOAKH YIIIK, BOKPYT
CTaN0 THXO, H OH YCNHIAJA ApYyrHe 3BYKU: IIYM BeTpPa B BHICOKOH
TpaBe, IIOPOX BOJIH, KaTHRUINXCA Ha Oeper. He 6wuno Toamxo ro-
JIOCOB, NOCTOSIHHBIX Pa3rOBOPOB B amece.

Keppuk n MHuieHy MejJeHHO NOWLAH MO YHCTOMY IM€CKY, MEXAY
NyYKaMH TPAaBhl, 3a¢TaBasl BPaCH/iox NTHH, KOTOPLIE BHANAPXNBAJIH
H3-MOA caMbIX Hor. OHH Rpoxamupanucs Tak, noka Mineny ne
Hayaja 4TO-TO HeJoBoabHO OypuaTth. Koraa omm mojolund k rpeb-
HIO BBICOKOH 4epRON CKajHl, Ha4ajcsl OTAMB. Bogopocau cpucamau
¢ ee OOKOB, T0J BOAOH BHAHENACh POCCHNS TEMHBIX DAKOBMH, MPHU-
HEeNHBLIKXCH K TPEeLlHHAM.

— Ectb xopoimo, — ckasana Huneny B rpoMKo NpUILEJKHY/na ge-
JIIOCTSAMH.

CraB no KoJeHo B BOAe, olla NONKITAJACk OTOPBATE HEKOTOpHIE U3
PaKOBHH, HO OHH KpeNKO NpPHKpemuauch K kaMmuio. OHa He npote-
croBajsia, korza KeppHk norsiHya ee Ha Oeper, rje BCKOpe Hallen
KaMeHb pasmepom c KyJak. [loab3ysack UM, OoH OTOHJA HECKOJBLKO
pakosuH, a HMujeny, cXBaTUB KX, OTNpaBuja B PoT K pPA3TPHI3nia
CBOHMH OrPOMHBIMYU ucarocTaMH, OHa BHINJIIOHYJZ OCKOJKH PaKo-
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BUH B BOAY #, CYaCTAMBaH, NPOIJIOTHNA CHAAKYK lJOTH MOJJMIO-
cKoB. Keppux cobpan eme s cebsa H, NONL3YACh MeTaJJHYECKHM
HOXKOM, BHCEBLIHM Yy HEro Ha illee, OTKphia HX. OHH eJH, NIOKa He
HaeJHCh IO OTBaJa.

310 6bl/1 OpeKpacHBH AeHb, JyUlUHH H3 BCeX, KOTOPHE OH NOMHHA.
Ho Keppuxk xoTen OHTL Ha MecTe, KorJa BEPRYTCs APYrue, mo-
3TOMY OHH MOLWIH oOpaTHO K MecTy Bhicajakd. KaaTh HM NpHALLICCH
JOJITO, COJIHIE NOYTH CEJI0, KOTAA NOKA3aJHCh JOAKH. :
Ba#intu Bpuna ma Geper neppoil. Ilupoko waras, oHA mepecekfa
ero, mojollna K 3anacaM, ONYCTHJA OpY¥KHe B IECOK H BCKpPBUIA
KonTefiHep ¢ MacoM. OrkycHB GoJbllIoN KYCOK, OH4 3aMETHJAA BO-
NPOCHTeNIbHYIO 03y KeppHKka. :

— Hukro re ymen. YOuiAuw 6nam Hakasane, OHH cpaxanuch
OTY2AHHO, MH NOTEpPSVIH MHOFO (haprd, HO B MHpe UX BmoOJHe J0-
cTaToyHO. MH cllesand TO, 3a 4eM NpHLIJH CI0fa, a cefiuac TH BhH-
TIOJIHHIIB CBOH JOJT.

Io npukasy Ba#inTn Ase ¢apru npuHecaW H WIBHPHYJH Ha NECOK
TAXeABlK y3en. CHauasna Keppuk pelius, 94To 3TO CBfA3Ka WIKYp,
HO y3eJ BAPYT LIEBEJbHYJICH. .

Koraa ¢apru paspsisanu wkypH, Keppuk ysusen 6opojarToe NHIO.
Bonocs 6uau 3a7HTH KPOBBIO, A Ia3a WIHPOKO OTKPHTH OT YiKa-
ca. [Ipu Buae KeppHka OH H3Zas CTpAHHHA Pe3KHil 3BYK.

— ¥c¢ro30y, — ckazada BaliHTH,— [0 Bcefl BHAHNMOCTH, AeJaeT TO,
YTO CYMTAETCH PA3rOBOPOM Y ITHX IPA3HHIX CyliecTB. YTo OH romo-
put, Keppuk? S npukassiBaip Tebe NOCAYWIATh H CKa3aTh MHE, YTO
OH TOBODHT.

Henero 6n10 M AymaTh He BHINOJHMTL NPHKA3a — KOrAa Diicrau
NpUKa3HBaja, BCe JAejand 10, uTo oHa rosopuna. Ho KeppHk ne
CAeJaJl 3TOrO, U ABHXKEHHSA ero BHpaXKaJM CTpax.

On He NOHHMaJ CMHCAA 3THX 3BYKOB. OHH HHYEro He 3HAYUJIM AJS
nero. CoBceM HHYEro.

25

— Cymecrso roBOPHT? — HacTOfiyHBO cnpocunia Bafuth, — Orse-
‘yall HeMeAJeHHO. .

— §1 He 3Ha0, — npobopmoran Keppuk. — Moxer 6biTh. S HHuero
HE MOTY IOHATh, BOOGLIe HHYEro.

— 3HAUMAT, STO NPOCTO IHIyM?

BaiinTh Obu1a B SPOCTH — 3TC¢ Hapymano ee maaHH. OHa HHKOTAA
He BepuJla JHTH, KOTOpass HACTOHYHBO YTBEepXKJasa, YTO TPsA3HbIe
cyulectBa MoOryr ofmartbest Apyr ¢ apyrom. Y BoT rTeneph fcHO:
Ourx omnbdaack. BafiHTH BEMecCTHAA CBOH THeB Ha YCTO30y, yAa-
pHB ero Horo#d B auwmo. ToTr 3acToHan oT OOJH, 3aTeM TIPOMKO
BCKPHKHY.IL,

KeppHK BAPYr HACTOPOKHCA.

— JficTaH, NOAOXAH — UTO-TO €CTh.
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OHa oTcTynHMAaa Hasal W NOBEDPHYJAAach K HEMY, BCE elie THEBHaf,
u Keppux ToponnuBo 3arosopuJi, He JA0XKHAAaACh, NoKa OHA ofpa-
THT CBOH T'HEB Ha Hero.

— Tol capilllana, YyTO OH BLIKPHKMBAA MHOTO pas OJAHO K TO Ke
CJIOBO, H 51 3HAJ0, TO €CTh AYMAl0, 4TO 3HAI0, YTO 3TO 3HAUMT.

On noMosuaa H 3akycua ry6y, Hima B cBoed NMaMATH AasHO 3a0bl-
TOE CJOBO.

— Mapar, BoT 4TO OH cKa3daJj. Mapar.

~- 3TO HUYEro He 3HAYHT.

— Her, 3Hagur. 970 MPUMEPHO TO e, ITO YCTO30Y.

BaiiHTH HHUEro He MOTJA NOHATH.

— Ho Beab 3TO CyUIeCTBO CaMO YCTO30Y.

— Her, s umesn B BHZY Apyroe. 370 NpPHMEPHO TO KE, UTO JJd
HUJAH YCTO30Y.

— 3JTO HE COBCEM SACHO, HO 5 HAYHHAK NOHHMAaTh, YTO Thl MMeellb
B BUAY. 3ajaBall eMy BOIDPOCH, a €CJH JyMaellb, YTG 2TOT YCTO30Y
He MOXET rosopuTh XOpOLIo, MH HaliaeM Tebe Apyroro.

Ho Keppuk He mor atoro caenatb. [laensuk mosyan. Koraa Kep-
PHK, yTo6H NOAGOAPHTH, HAKAOHHICH K HEMY, YCTO30Y n.moﬂyn emy
B JIMIO. DTO He NMOHpPaBUJOCH BaiiHTH.

— Ilounctn cebs1, — npHKazana Bafinrd, 3ateM clexana 3HaK
(haprH NPHHECTH APYrOro ycTosoy.

Keppuk nouts He 3ameuas npoucxoisiuero. Mapar. 310 cJ0BO
CHOBA H CHOBa BO3BPAalllajOch K HEMY H IpPoOYKAAJO BOCIOMUHA-
H4s1, HeNPHATHBEIE BOcIOMHHaHHS. KeppHK B JMYHIVISX, KaKaf-To
cXBaTKa Ha Mope.. Mypry. Orto 6umao Oojplle OAHOrO Mapara.
Mypry, Mapar, Mypry, mapar...

On Bapyr samerus, yto BafiHTH rHEBHO KPHUHT eMy.

— Te yTO, CcTaN MAOXO CABILIATH, KaK (aprd, TONBKO YTO BHILUEA-
mas H3 MOps?

— IlpocTi, 51 3aaymancs. 3ByKH, KOTOpHE NIPOH3HOCHT YCTO30Y,
pa3byAuMAH MOIO MAMATS...

— Jins MeHsl OHH HH4erc He 3HayaT. [JOrOBOPH ¢ JAPYruM YCTO-
30Y.

KeppuK B3rafHys BHY3 Ha WIHPOKO PACKPLITHIE, HCIIYTaHHBIE TOJY-
6nie riasa, Ha CIyTaHHBIE CBeTJIHE Bodockl. Hcenyranhoe cyniectso
3acKynauioc, Korga BafHTH cxBaTuia OJHO H3 KOMHA ¢ KaMeHHBIM
HAKOHEYHHKOM, KOTOpHIE 3aXBaTHJH ¥ YCTO30y, H HampaBHJa ero Ha
TIJIEHHHKA,

— Cwmorpyu, — cxazana Bailintu, — 1 nokaxy, uto Tebs KAET, eCiH
Tel OyAellb MOAYATH. :

BoposaTthii mJeHHMK XDHIJAO 3aKpHYaJ, Koria BafHTH nosepHy-
Jach M BOH3HMNA B Hero kKombe. OHa Aesazia 3TO CHOBA M CHOBA,
NI0Ka OH  He 3amojuaJ. BTopoll y3HHK 3acTOHAJX H OTKAaTHJCH
B CTOPOHY, HacKOJbKO MO3BOJISIAM ero nyTH. Ba#HTH oTGpocHaa
OKPOB&EBJEHHOR KObe B CTOPOHY.

— PazpmKu eMy KOHEYHOCTH H 3aCTaBb TOBOPHTH,— NpHKa3ana
OHa H yulja.
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[lneHnHK TaXeNO 3aKaWAAACT H H3 TJa3 ¥ Hero MOTeKJH pyybn
cnes. KeppHK HaKAOHHACA OaumXKe H KAaJ, MOKA OH YCIOKOHTCH,
MOTOM NPOM3HEC eJHHCTBEHHOE ¢JIOBO, KOTOPOE 3HAM:

— Mapar. Mapar.

OTBer NOCAeJOBaa HEMEAJNEHHO, HO OBl CJHHUKOM OBHICTP, YTOOH
OH €ro JIOHSJ, XOTS OH PasJHYHA CJA0BO <MYPTy» H UTO-TO elle.
Camman. Ha, cammag, koropas Opra ybura. ITH CJAOBA UTO-TO
3HAYHAHM ZNA Hero. Bce cammaz Gul1o youTo Mypry. D10 6BLIO TO,
4TO OHA CcKaszaJia.

Ouna. Cnoso 310 npHwao emy Ha s3blk. Camka. OHa Guya auHra,
a TOT, KOTOpOro youau — xanHac. Camen #u camka. M ox cam Toxe
OBl XaHHAC.

[TonnManHe NPHXOAMJIO, HO OUEHb MejJeHHo. HeKoTophig cl0oBa OH
ge MOr JOHATb BOOOLIE — 3aMac CJOB BOCBMHJIETHErO MaJjibiHKa
3HAUHTENBHO OTJHYAJCS OT 3amaca CJA0B B3POCJOH XKEHWHHB.

— Bul 06a npoH3BOAHTE NOXOXKHE 3BYKH. TH NOHHMaeWb HX?

— Jla, KOHeuHO, MOHHMAK, JHcTad.

— 3t10 xopomo, CBaxHTEe ee cHOBa, YTOOH He Moraa yGexarTsb.
¥TpoM TH CMOXKelllb NMPOAOJNXKHTbL H, KOria Oyielwib MOKMMAaTh BCe,
3ajalllb YCTO30Y HECKOJBKO BONpPOCOB. ECJH CYIIeCTBO OTKAXKeETCH
oTBeyaTh, €ro KAeT cyabfa meproro. $1 yBepeHa, uTO 3TOT apry-
MEeHT noZefcTBYeT.

JKeHlllHHa npoH3Hec]a HECKOJbKO CJAOB, H BAPYT OH OCO3HAJ, uTo
MOHMUMAET HX, HECMOTPSl HA TO, 4TO HE BHAHT €€ IBHKeHHill

— MHe xoJ01HO.

— Th MOXelllb FTOBOPHTL B TEMHOTE, H 5 IOHHMA0 Tebq.

— XoNozHo...

Hy xoHeuno, s3mk Map6ak oTAH4aJCsl OT SI3HKA HAJNAH TeM, 470
He 3aBHCeJ OT JABHKeHHi Tena. D10 BN 3BYKM, TOJBKO 3BYKH.
YAHBAEHHHH CBOUM OTKpPHITHEM, OH CHSJI HECKOJNbKO OKPOBABJCH-
HEIX IIKYpP C Tesld MEPTBOTO MYXUYKHEI H HAKHHYJ HX Ha XEHIRHHY.
— Mpbl MOXeM TOBOPHTE Aaxe HOUbIO, — CKa3aJ OH, BHITHPAsi CBOM
rpsa3Hbie pykn o necok. Korna ora oTBeThJa, ee Tosoc OB HH3IKHM
H elle HCAYraHHHM, HO B HeM yXe 9yBCTBOBAJOCH JIIOGOMHTCTBO.
— 5 Mira B3 camman Oxco. A KTo THI?

— Keppux. _

— THl TOXe NJeHHUK, 3axBaueRHHH Mypry. M ThH MoXellib ropo-
pUTh C HUMH?

~— Jla, mory. Kak BHl OKazajuck 34ech?

— CrpaHnBble BONPOCH THl 3aAaellb. KOHeYHO, NpHUIH. MBbl HH-
KOTA2 IpeXje He 3aXOAHJM TakK AAJeKO Ha IOT, HO NpOIUNOH 3HMOR
OueHb MHOTHe MOrubjH OT FOJIOZAa, H HAM He OCTAaBAaJOCh HUYEro
ppyroro. — OHa B3IVISHYJa Ha €r0 CUAy3T Ha ¢oue TeMHOro Heba
H cnpocusa: — A Koraa Te6s 3aXxBaTHAM B naeH, Keppuk?

— Koraa? — Ha 10T BOnpoc 6HIO TPYAHO OTBETHTH. — JTO Cay-
YUAOCh MHOTO JieT Ha3ad. S OB Torza odeHb MaJeHbKHM.

— OHH Bce MepTBH, — CKazada BAPYr XKeHIUWHA H 3apHAANa. —
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OrtH Mypry yOHAH BCeX, BCeX, .32 HCKJIIOUEHHEM HeCKOJbKHX ILJIeH-
HHKOB.,

Ona pHJjana Bce rpomqe u Bnpyr Keppm( noquCTBosan 6oab
B mee. OH cxBaTHA OGeHMH PYKaMy OLIEfHHK, H TYT €ro AEpHYJH
B cTOpoHYy. Bce Ostno mpocto: mym meman Muneny cnate, u oHa
OTKaTHJach B CTOPOHY, NoTamue 3a coboit Keppuka. Ilocne storo
OH OJblUe HE MHTAJCH FOBOPHTD.

YTpoM OH NpoCHYJCs ¢ TpyAoM. ['osoBa Onila TAXeaOH, KoXa ro-
pena. BuiuMO, Buepa OH C/TMLIKOM MHOTO 6na Ha coanile. Haiins.
KOHTeHHep ¢ BOAOM, OH JKaJHO NHJ, KOrfa nossuaace CTannan.

— JficTau coofWuNa MHE, YTO TH FOBOPHIIb ¢ APYTHMH YCTO30Y, —
CKa3aJja OHA, H B CJ0BAX ¢¢ OBLJIO CTOJNBKO HeHaBHCTH, uTo Keppuk
BO3MYTHJICS,

— SI-—Keppuk, ToT, uTo CHART psioM ¢ Diicran. Teom caosa
OCKOPGHTEJBHH.

— A a— Cranaaan, yﬁuBaBmaa Ais dicrau ycrosoy. B Tom, uto
s cKa3alia, HeT HUYero oCKOpOHTENbHOTO.

OxoTRHL2 Byepa fpecHiTHAAack YOMHCTBaMH, H ee MaHepa roBOPHTL
Grna, Kax Beerda, rpy6oil. Ho Keppuk uyBcTBOBas cefs ceroAns
CAMILIKOM IIOXO, 4TOOH CHOPUTH ¢ 3THM HAramM cymecrsoMm. He
cerofHs. HamepeHHO He 3aMeyasi ee /JBHXEHHH, BHPAXKAWIHX
NIPEBOCXOJACTBO H YAOBJETBOpEeRHe, OH NOBEPHYJCH K HeH CIHKHOH,
3aCTaBHB ee CJEfOBATh 338 HHM K MeCTy, Te Jexasa cBaA3aHHafd
KEHUIRHA. '

— ToBopH ¢ He#l, — npukazana Craanas.

JKeHIUHA 3a[poXana NMpH 3BYKe e€e roJoca H MCHYTaHHO B3rJs-
Hyna Ha KeppHKa.

— $1 xXouy THTH.

— 1 npusHec HEMHOTo BOJIHL

— Ona KopwHTCS H H3ZaeT 3BYKH, — cKadaaa CTannas, — 4ro 370
3HAYUT? '

— Ona xoyer BOABI.

— Xopowo, Aaf efl HEMHOTO, a BOTOM s GYAy 3aAaBaTh BONPOCH.
Hny nyran mapar, crosBmrii psgoMm ¢ KeppukoMm H xonoaHo, 6eso
BCSIKOTO BHpaxKeHHsl CMOTPeBLIHH Ha Hee. ]]oTOM pyKH €ro lesenb-
HYJHCh X OH H3AaJ KaKue-To 3ByKH. KeppHK nepeseu:

— T'ze ectb Goabllive TaHy?

— T'ne? Yro 310 3nayut?

— 51 roeopio 3a atoro GesoGpasHoro mapara. O XO4eT 3HaTh, Tle
"HaXOAATCA ApPYyTHe caMMap.

— Ha azanane, B ropax. TH Xe caM 3Haellb.

Craanan He yAOBJETBOPHJ 3TOT OTBET, AONpOoC npojoixkaJncsa. Ye-
pes HEKOTOpoe BpeMs, jJaxKe CO CBOHM HENOJHBIM 3HAHHEM S3biKa,
Keppuk nonau, uto HMga yXoauT 0T NpsSMOro OTBETA.

~— TH He roBOpHIIbL BCETro, 4TO 3Haellb, — CKa3all OH.

-~ KoneyHo, HeT. 3TOT Mapar XoueT HaiTH Apyrue caMmap, tnoﬁbx
yOHTb HX. 5] He CKaXKy eMy. A T caM XOUelllb 3TOro? ,
— MHe Bce paBHO,— nckpenHe orBetun Keppuk. On yc'rax, H

10* 147



y Hero GoJesaa roaoBa. Mypry MoraM yGHBATh YCTO30Y, YCTO30Y
ybuBaTh MypPry, eMy A0 3Toro He OmIO Aena. OH KauLIAHYA pas,
Apyroit, Tperuli, a Koraa BHTep Try0OH, YyBHAEJ, H4TO CJIOHA
¢ KPOBBIO. - '

— CnpocH cHoBa, — ckaszaga CraajaH.

— Cnpamwupat caMa,— oTeeTHA KeppHK B TakoH ockopOHTenbHON
MaHepe, 4TO Craanan SaimENeNa OT THeBa.— 51 X0uy BHIHTH
BOJABl — MO€ FOpPJI0 NEPEcOXJ]0 OT XKAKAH.

Or BHNHJA BOABI, XAAHO IJ0Taf ee, 3aTe€M Ha MIHOBEHHE 3aKpHI
rynasa.

IToTOM OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO KTO-TO Aepraer ero, Ho HyXHO OBIO
CJHIIKOM MHONO YCHJIHK, 4TOGB OTKPHThL riasa. Uepes HekoTOpoe
BpeMs €ro OCTABHJH B NOKoe. EMy OuIO XOJNOAHO, X048 B Hebe
SPKO CBETHJIO COJIHIIE.

26

Camoe TsxeJoe ocTajloch no3any, IIpapaa, GuiBanu enie NepHOAH
fecnamMaATcTBa, HO 0OJB B 3TO BpeMs yTHXaja B CTaHOBHJACH TYy-
no#t. OH BHAEN BCe, KaK B TyMaHe, OAHAKO NOHHMaJ, YTO KpenKue
npoxJajHble PyKH, NOALEPKHBAOIHE €r0 3a IUICYH, YTOOH OH MOT
IHTH, MOTJIK HpHHajvexarh ToAbKO Muieny. <IloctosuHBl ciyra
H NPOBOXATHIE», — NOAYMaJN OH H, ¢aM He 3Hasd [NoueMy, pac-
CMesIICS OT 3TOM MHCJH.

HakoHel, OH OKOHYaTeJbHO NIpHUIEA B cefsi, HO He MOT JABHHYTLCH
¢ mecra. He To uto6el OH OBLI CBA3AH HJH €ro KTO-TO AepXal,
NPOCTO CTpalliHas ¢aalocTb NpHXKajda ero K nocrend. IToToMm oH
OOHAPYXHJ, UTO MOXET OTKPHBATh M 3aKpHIBaTh IJa3a, HO HX TY-
MaHUJH HETpOIleHHe cJesn. VHaeHy Obla BO3Je Hero, YNOPHO
CHAS Ha CBOEM XBOCTe ¥ MOJYa TJIAAs B HHKyAa. C OrpOMHBIM
TPYAOM OH MOT NPOH3HECTH OAHO-EAHHCTBEHHOE CJAOBO — «BOAA», HO
HE CMOT CONPOBOAMTL ero HYXHHM JABHXKeHHeM Tena. OjuE raas
Huneny nosepuyics K HeMy, NoKa oHa coofpaxkana, YTO OH HMeeT
B. BHAY. ITocTeneHHO €ro MBICJb AQUINA A0 HEe, 0HA 3aCyeTHJAach,
NpHHeCNa COCYA C BOAOH M NpunoAuanaa KeppHKa, yroOul OH, MOT
HanuTbes. OH 3aKamlasiicH, 3aTeM OTKHHYJCS HAa3aj, YrOMJEHHBIH,
HO B CO3HaHHMH. ¥ BXOJAA YTO-TO 3aABHIAJIOCh U B I0Jie €0 3peHHs
nosiBUAachk AKOTOJI.

~— § cawiana, oH TOBOPHT?—cnpocusa oxa, u Huaeny 3nakom
IFOATBEPAHA ITO.

— Xopomo, OueHb XOpOIIO, — CKasanNa yueHasd. Keppuk MeabKoM
B3rMIAHYJ HAa €e TOJCTOE JIHLO, NJBIBIIEe Nnepea HHM, KaK BOCXOAf-
masg JyHa.

— Te foaxen 6b1 yMmeperb, — ZOBOJBHO CKa3ajia OHA,—H TH
yMep OB, He OKaXXHCb 32€Chb MeEHH. l'loxaxm, Kak Tel OJarojaper
MHE 32 3TO.
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Keppux yxurpaiacsi caesats caafoe ABUXKEHHE UENIOCThIC, AKOTOJIMN
IPHHAJA 3TO KaX HLOJXKHOE.

— DBonesnr 3axBatHsa BCe TBOE TeJO, 9TH $13BH Ha TBOGH KOXKe
TOJNBKO CaMmasi Majas yacTh ee. ©aprE He XOTeNH xacaTbes Tebd,
CAMIIKOM IVIynble, 4To6hl NOHATh, 4TO HH(EKKHS 3TOr0 poAa OYeHb
cnenuduuaa. A MeHst 3TC NPHBJIEKNO. DTO GBIJIO OUEHb HHTEPECHO,
NOCKONBKY A1 HHKOrAa He pafoTana C TEIJOKPOBHBIM ycro30y. Teosi
CMEePTb Ka3anach HeH3GEXHOM.

I'oBopst 3710, AKOTONN OOMHBajna ero Teno, JT0 GHIAO AOBOJBLHO
60JIbHO, HO He HIJIO HM B KaKoe CpaBHEHMe ¢ TeM, YTO OH WCIIBITHI-
BaJI npexje.

— HekoTopble ycT030y, 32XBaYeHHHE HAMH, HMEIH TY Xe CaMyio
6onesnp, HO B caaboi Qopme. AHTHTEesNAa OT HMX BBeJH Ttefe, mo-
ToMy 4to y Tebst HX He Omio. Hy BOT ¥ Bce. A ceiuac cvelttb uro-
HuOY Ab.

-— Kak MHOro? — yxHuTpsacsa npoitentath Keppnk.

— Kax Muoro nrmgr? Mas Kak MHOTO aHTHTen? A MoXeT, TH elle
6peauInb?

Keppux caenan pykol ABHMERHe, 0O3HauaBlLiee BpeMsi.

— TloHnmaro, cKoabKO BpeMeHH TH 6oeH? OueHb 104TO, S Alaxe
He MOTy ckKasaTb TowyhO. Ho 310 HeBaxHo. Brimefl 3710, Bemp TH
CHJIBHO TIOTEpPsin B Bece # Tefe HYXKeH NPOTeHH. JTO BOCXHTHUTENb-
HBIH MACHOH OyAbLOH.

KeppHk 6bln caumkoM caal, yrofbl NPOTECTOBAThH, H BBHUIHA He-
MHOTO XHAKOCTH. 3aTeM OH YCHyJ, YyTOMJeHHHHA. KpH3Hc MAHOBAM,
GonesHb yuiia, H OH NonpaBHics. Ero HHKTO He HaBellas, Kpome
TOJICTOH YuYeHOH, 1a OH H He XOTeJl HHKOrO BHAeTb. BOCHOMUHAHHS
0 TaHy, ¢ KOTGPOMt OH pa3roBapuBaJ, BO3BpailajHch CHOBA H CHOBA.
Takny B ycT0o30y — OJHE H T€ Ke JIOAH, OAHH H TE Xe CYI(ecTBa.
OH He MOF 3TOr0 NOHATH M CTAPaaCs HAHTH B 3TOM CMEICH. KoHeu-
HO, OR cam OB TaHY H OB NPHHECEH CIOAA elle MaJieHbKHM, HO
3TO0 CAYYWJIOCH TAK JAaBHO H T2K MHOTO NPOM30HIIO C HHM C Tex
Nop, 9TO BCce BOCIOMHHAHHS 06 3TOM Hcue3nH. XoTs QusHUecKH
OH He OHJ HAJIAHOM H He MOr OHIThH HM, ceifyac OH AyMaJt, Kax OHH,
ABHTaJcd, Kak OHH, M FOBOPHJ, Kak oHH. Ho ero Teno Guio Te1oM
TaHy, H B €ro CHaxX OH /[BHTAJIcA CPeAH TAKUX Xe, KaK OH, Jiojedl.
OTH CHB TPEBOXKMJH €ro, NaXKe Nyraju, 4 OH Obll paf, 4To, Ipo-
CHYBUIHCH, NOYTH He MOMHHJA HX. OH NHITaJCs BCIOMHHTH GOJbllIe
CJIOB TaHY, HO HE MOT, IOTOMY 4YTO JaXe CJOBa, NPOH3HOCKMEIE
HM BCAYX, YCKOJb3aJH H3 €ro HaMsTH, TOKA OH BHI3IOPABJH-
BaJ.

EcaH He cuMTaTh HOCTOSHHOrO MOJYaJHBOro npucytcteHs Huieny,
OH GBI COBepLUIEHHO OAHH. AXoTosn ObIA €UHCTBEHHHIM IOCETH-
TeJeM, H 3T0 ero YAHBJSAJIO.

— Onu Bee elle OCTaKTCA 3a FOPOJIOM, T€, UTO OTNPaBHJUCH yGH-
BATh YCTO30Y? — CHPOCHJ OAHAXAH KeppHK.

— Her. Onu BepHmeCb no KpafiHe#l Mepe JBEHAAUaTh JAHEH
Ha3an.
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— U unkTo He mpuilien cioja, KpoMe TeGa?
— KoreuHo, Her.— AKotoan YAOGHO ycenach Ha CBOH XBOCT, —
THl CAHIIKOM Mado 3Haellh 06 HHNAHAX, TPUMEPHO CTOJNBKO, CKOJb-
KO MecTa MeXIy MOHMH nansiaMH. — OHa IIOTHO CKana nX H
nokasana eMy.— Th XHBelib CpeRH HAC H HHYEro He 3Haels.
— $1 HHKTO W HMuero He 3HaK. TH XKe 3HaeUIb Bce H MOXellb Npo-
CBETHTb MEHT.
KeppHk oTnaBan ceGe OTY4eT B TOM, UTO rosopur H 3TO OHJID He
Ipoctofi BexaHBOCcTblo. OH XKHMJ B AXKYHrAsX TafiH, B naGHpHHTE
BONMpOCOB §e3 OTBeTOB. DBOJBIIYI0 4ACTh CBOEH JXH3HK OH MpOBeJ
3Jeck, B 3TOM 3arajfiogHoM ropoje. B xH3uH uHJaH OHJO MHOrO
MOMEHTOB, O KOTOPHX 3HaJH BCe, HO HUKTO HE XOTeJ TOBOPHTE.
Ecan sects 7 nogoGocTpacTHe MOFJIH 3aCT2BHTH I'OBOpHTb 3TO TOA-
CTOE CYLIECTBO, OH FOTOB NMOHTH Ha 3TO.
— Hihnann He GoseloT, GoJe3Hb OHIBAET TOJBKO y HU3IIHX CY-
mecTB, BpoAe Teba. I aymaw, Korna-to OuaH GOJNe3HH, KOTOpHe
NopaXaJdH ¥ HAac, HO NPOLLJIQ y>KE€ MHOTO BPEMEHH ¢ TeX NOop, Kak
oHH nobexneHnsl, noA06HO JUXOpaNKe, YOUBLIEH HEKOTOPHX H3 IIEp-
BBIX HANAH, npumeamnx cioga. [lostoMy TBoS §ose3Hb nmocTabBuJia
B TYNHK IJynBlX ¢aprH, OHM He MOTJH INOHATb M NpPHHATH 3TOTO,
a noTtoMmy m30erann Teba. OgHAKO y MeHsi, NOCKOJABKY % pabo-
TaJla co BceMHd (OPMAaMH XXH3HH, €CTh KMMyHuTeT K noao0HOH ray-
TNOCTH.
Ona ropannach co6o#, 1 KeppHK NOCHEMIR/ COMJACUTbCH ¢ HEM.

~— Her HHyero HeussecTHOro ans Tebs, Bhicoualinrasi,— A06aBUa
oH. — Mory qH 7 ocMeJHuThCd 3afaTh Tebe BONpoC?
AKoTOAN 3HAKOM BHIpa3HJa CBOE pa3pelleHHe.
— A ecth Ju Gosesrr cpeau camuoB? f cammax B Kauane, uro
MBOTHe H3 HHX yMHpaioT Ha Gepery.
— CaMUsl TIyNB B BeAYT [Jynbe paaroBopHL. Hiinaram sanpeureto
00CyXKAaTb 3TH BONPOCH.
AkoToJan HacMelJHBO B3IVisHYJAa HAa KeppHka OZHHMM I1a3oM, CKO-
CHB BTOPOH Ha CIHHY ()IETMATHYHOH HHJIEHY, AyMaBIUeH O 4eM-TO
CBOEM. .
~— Ho s He BHXy Bpeaa oT pasroBopa ¢ ToGofi. Th He HfnaH,
K TOMY Xe caMeil, I03TOMy ¢ TOOOH MOXHO roBopHTh. Mou obwbic-
HeHHA OyAyT NpocTH, HOG0 y Tebs HET 3HAHHMH, NONOOHHIX WMOHM.
51 onumy refe HeKOTOpHE MOAPOGHOCTH INpOLEcCAa BOCHPOHU3BE/E-
HHS, HO IpeXJe TH JOJKeH YACHHTL CBOoe HM3llee l'IpOKCXO}KILeHHe
Bee Ten1oKpoBHHE caMItbi, BK/IOUas TeOd, H3Beprair clepMmy, H
B 3TOM Balll BKJaj B IIPOLECC DOKAEHHA. ¥ Halllero, BHCIUEro BHAR,
BCe no-Apyromy. Bo BpeMs NoJIOBOrO CHOLUEHHS ONJIOJAOTBOPEHHHE
fIHNA OTKJAJBIBAIOTCS B MYXCKYIO CYMKy. 3TOT aKT HauHHaeT Me-
TaboNHYeCKHe H3MEHEHHA B TenaxX CaMUOB: OHH CTGHOBATCA BSAJBI-
MH, PACXOAYIOT MAJO SHEPrHH M TOJCTEIOT. SIHla BBHICHXKUBAKTCA
H MOJIOAEXb MHTaeTCH B 3IAUWHUTHOH CYMKe, BHIXOAd H3 Hee, KOrJa
BHIpACTaeT AOCTATOYHO, YTOOH BHDKHTb B MOpe. STOT HpeKpacHHfi
npouecc OcBo00OXKAAET BLHICIIMX CaMOK AJs1 O0nee BAXHEIX ek,
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AXoTOAl TPHUMOKHYJ2 TIybamu, HOTSHyJMach, CXBATHJAA THIKBY
Keppuxa ¢ XKHAKHM MACOM W OJHHM [JIOTKOM OCYIIHJAA ee.

-— BricInuX BO BCEX OTHOWEHHUSX! - OHA yIOBJIETBOPERHO DPHIIHY-
Ja, — Korfa MoiofeXb BHIXOZHT B MOpe, POJb CaMIOB B BOCHpO-
H3BeJeHHH 32KaHUHBaerca. IloBepHyTh BemaATb MetabosHYeckHe
M3MEHEHHT B TejlaX CaMIOB HEBO3MOXKHO, ¥ NPHMEPHO MOJOBHHA
H3 HAX yMHpaeT npu 3ToM. KOoHe3HO, CaMiaM 370 He HPABHTCS, HO
Ha BBDXMBAHKE BCEr0 BU/IA 3TO He BJHKAET. | BHXY, TH TaK H He
TOHSJI, 0 YeM 51 TOBODHJA, BepHO? ITO. 3aMETHO NO MYCTOTE TBOHX
raas. _

Ho Keppuk Bce-taku koe-uyro monss. «TPETUH PA3 HA BEPE-
I'Y — BEPHAY CMEPTDb», — noayMan OH, a BCAYX CKaszall:

— Teosi MyApocTs HegocfiraeMa, Beicoyadmas. JKuBx A naxe
¢ HayaJsa BpeMeH, M TOTAA f 3HaJ OBl TOJBKO MaJyl YacTh TOrO,
4TO BHAeulb THI. :

— Paaymeercd, — corqacunach Axorosn. — Huamue TennoKposHble
cyllecTsa He CNOCOGHH Ha Cepbe3HBEe MeTabo/NuyecKue W3MeHEeHH,
MO3TOMY HX TaK MaJo H OHH MOTYT XHTb TOJbKO Ha Kpaio CBETA.
%1 paborana B JaToOaBe ¢ XKHBOTHBIMH, KOTOPHIE 3apHIBAIOTCS B HI
Ha /JHe BBHICOXIIAX O3ep Ha BpeMs CYXOro nepuoja H XKHUBYT Taw,
N0Ka OuepeiHHe JOXKAH HE 3aNONHAIOT BojoeMmnl cHoBa. [lostomy
Jlay<e Thl MOXKeIlb IOHATh, 4TO MeTaboAMyecKHe H3MEeHeHH: NOoMO-
£al0T BHIKHTD TaK Xe XOPOUIO, KaK ¥ YMepeTs.

Pasusle daktal coepuHuanch B Mosry Keppuka, H oH c¢Ka3zan:

— Houepu JKusnu.

— Jlouepn CwmepTn, — nompasuna ero Axortonn.— ¥ He ropopu
npu Mue ob atHx cymectBaX. OHH He CJHYXAaT CBOEMY TOPOAY H He
YMHPA0T, KaK NPHHATO, NOKHAasd ero.— Koraa oHa BHOBb NOCMO-
Tpena na Kepplka, B ee ABMXKEHHAX YMTaJach XOJORHAas 3J06a.

— HKeMeH yMepsa, a oHa Onura BelMKOfi yweno#f. Tel HMeaX yecTb
BCTpevaThCsl ¢ Hell, korja OHa 6paja 06paslsl TBOEro Teaa, IJTO
ee ¥ noryOuso. Kakue-To raynuet Ka BHICHIHX 3Ta)Xax norpefoBaJn
OT Hee HafiTH OGHOJNOTHUECKHH NyTh YHHUTOXEHHS TBOEro BHAA YCTO-
30y, a OHa He CMOrJa, Kak HH cTapaJjack. [ToatoMy, nofo6HO Hina-
HaM, OTBePrHYTHIM CBOHM ropoJoM, oHa yMepna. Ho s BuXy, urto
Te6s 9TO HE TPOraer, ¥ He Xowy GoJbllieé rOBOPHTH ¢ TOBOH.

Oua ymna. KeppHk 6u1 noTpsiced. BuepBbie OH HayaJ NOHHMATb
TO, YTO NPOUCXOAHT BOKPYr. A OH-TO NDHHHMAaJ MHP TaKAM, KaKHM
pugen! OH cYHTaJ, YTO CYLIECTBA BPOJAE X€COTCAHOB H JIOAOK MO-
SIBHJIKCH ECTeCTBEHHHIM 1yTeM, a 4ro OBAp Ha caMoM  jene?
Unnanol u3MeHsAH HX Tejda KAKHM-TO HEH3BEeCTHHIM crmocoBoMm H
MOPJIH cJeaTh 3TO ¢ AKObLIM pacTeHHeM HJAM KHBOTHHIM B TOPOAE.
Eesnu rtonctas AKOTONI 3HAJA, KaK JAOOHTHCS 3TOro, ee 3HAHHA
JeACTBUTebHO NPEBOCXOAUJH BCe, UTO OH MOT BooGpasuTh. Bmep-
Bble OH HCIHTHIBAJX K Hell yBaXeHHe, OH YBaXKal €€ 3a TO, 4TO OHa
3HaeT u uUTO MOXKer cAesaTh. OHa BolaeuHga ero, 6e3 Hee OH OH
npocto ymep. [TotoM OH yCHYJ M BO CHE CTOHAN. eMY CHUJOCH, YTO
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JKHBOTHBIE BOKPYI' HETO H3MEHSIJIMCh H OH TASM M H3MEHSJICS BMecTe
¢ HUMH. '
CKOpO OH NONpPABHJCA HACTONBKO, YTO MO YXe CHAETb, a TMOTOM,
onupasick Ha VHJeHy, yXUTpHJACA JaXe CAeNaTh HECKOJbKO ILIAroB.
[MocrenenHo CHALH BO3BpallaJHCh K HeMy, H BCKODE OH PHCKHYJ
MOKHHYTb CBOI0 KOMHATY H MOCHUAETh Y 3€JEHOH CTEHBl, Ha COJ-
Hblltike, Papru CHOBa NPUXOAHAH, KOTA2 OH OKJAHKAal MX, TPUHO-
CHJIH €My (PPYKTHL. )
CHJBl €ro NPOAOKAAH NPHOLIBATh, H HAKOHEL, TO ¥ A€JI0 OCTAHAB-
JHBasAch, 4YTOOH OTHAOXHYTb, OH JAOWIeN A0 Jalekou ambecen.
TTpexxpe 3To 6blMa KOpPOTKAq HPOryJka, a cefiuac MOJAYYUAOCH L€-
Jioe NyTellleCTBAE, OH TSKEeNo onupajica Ha Wuaeny, utobm aocTur-
HYTb LedH. ¥ cTeHH amOecell OH ONyCTHJACA Ka 3€MJI0, 3aAbIXasch
oT ycuau#, BaifiHTu 3ameTHsNa ero nosBJeHHE R INPAKY3aJa €My
npuGausuThen. OR ¢ TPyAOM NOAHSJCA HA HOTH H, CNOTHKAsCh,
HaNpaBHJACA K HeH.

~— TH eme GoJeH, - cKa3aJa oxa.

— DBouaesnr npowna, Sficta, ocranace TOMBKO clnafocTh, GecKo-
HeYHO 3Hamomas AKOTOAN Beieja MHe ecTh fodgblle Mmaca, yrobm
Moe Tesio 06pesio npexHiow GopMy H culy.

— JHenaft, Kax oHa cKasana,— 3To U Moe pacnopsikenue. [Tobeaa
HAeT ¢ HaM# Ha CeBep, H BCE YCTO30Y, KOTOPHX MBI BCTPETHJH,
YHHYTOXEHH, 32 HCKJIIOUEHHEM HeCcKOJbKMX IIJIEHHHKOB. 51 Xouy,
uyToGB TH [OrOBOPHJA ¢ HHMH H NMOJYUHA OT HHX HH$OPMALHIO.

-— Kak npukaxer ficran, — ortserua Keppnx. OH rosopus ¢ mo-
KODHOH BEXKJHBOCTBIO M BADYr MNOUYBCTBOBAJ BO3OYXKIeHHe: KOKa
ero NMOKpacHesa M caM OH 3aApoxKan. KeppHK NOHSJ, YTO HEHaBH-
AUT 3THX OTBPATHTEALHBIX CYIMECTB, H BCE Ke MNpoaoJxan ob-
IATbCH ¢ HHMH. '

— Tu OGyaAewb rOBOPHTD, HO HE C TeMH, KOTO MB NPHHOCHJAH TOTAZ,
OBH yXe MepTBHl. A cefiuac BoccranasauBaii csou cuan. Korna
TeIJioe COJIHIe BeDHETCA HA ceBep, MBI OKAEM TyAa CHOBA H CHOBA
6yneM yGHBATB. '

Keppuk 3HakoM BBIpa3HNl NOKOPHOCTh ¥ YAHBUJCA cBoeil uocaje.
Oxasanoch, AOCTATOUHO €My NOJEXKATh Ha COJHIE, 4TOOB Gose3Hb
OKOHYaTeJNbHO YIIJAa M CHJIB BepHyJsHch, Ilpoumsio Hemano jHei,
npexJe uem AKoToan mocjaja 3a HuM. Dapra ykaszanu emy jo-
pory B Ty yacTb FrOpoAa, [Re OH HHKOIAA fpexie He OuBadf.

— 3akpofi raasa, — npuxasana ¢apri.— W Keppux Ovictpo 3a-
KpHIJT 171434, KOTAa CBepXy OPBI3HYJa TeIaf XUAKOCTh.

Akortoan npeppana pafory, KOrjia OHH BOLULIH, BHITSHYJAA PYKY H
yuunayaa KeppHka cBOMMH GOJBIIMMH IaJbLAaMH.

— Xopouto. Thl yXe nonpasuiaca. Temepsr Tefe HYXKHBI YIpaKHe-
HHSA, 3TO NpHKa3 JHctau, JJs Hee BaXKHO, YTOGBl Thi MOI' HATH Ha
ceBep BMeCTe ¢ JIPYTHMH.

— 5l BHmnosE 3T0. — Keppur orssjgen cTpaHdylo JabopaTopHIO,
CTPEMSCh BO BCE BHHKHYTb H NOYTH HHYero He rorHmas. — OnHax-
Abl B8 jganekoMm Muerfane s Oulan B KOMHATE, NOXOXEH HA 3TY.
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— Tu Myap B cBoeft raynoctn, Oana nabopaTopus AeHCTBHTENbHO
[IOX0Xa Ha APYTYIO.

— Pacckaxy MHE, yTO Thl AeJa€lllb 3JeCh, BeHKAS,

AxoTosn NPHYMOKHyJa ry6aMH, H ee TOJNCTOE TeJNO 3afpOKaJo or
nepenoNHHBLIAX ee YYBCTB,

~— Ta xodem, utTobH f pacckasana Tefe, cyillecTBY GeCKOHEUHO
raynomy? Jlaxe IPOXHB RECATh JKH3Hel, TH He CMOXelb 3TOro
nouate. C Tex MOp, Kak MepBHIH HiNaH BhIlles H3 MOpH, ¥ Hac
eCTh CBOA HAaYyKa, ¥ ¢ TeX Iop OHa passHBaercs, Hayxa — aTo 3Ha-
HHe O XKHU3HH, B3TAAA BHYTPb XKH3HH, B3IJIAK HA KieTKd, 06pasyio-
L¥e BCE KHBOE, HA KJETKH TeHOB, Ha CIHpaJb, KOTOpas MOXKET
6nTb pasopBaHa H H3MEHEHAa IO HallleMy 3XeJaHH0. Moxelllb TH
NOHSATh MOH CJIOBA, MNOA3AIOIIEE H NPECMHEKAWIIEECS CYLLECTBO?
— OueHds Mano, 6€CKOHEUHO 3HAKLLAA, HO NOCTAaTOYHO, ¥TOOH IO-
HSITh, YTO Thl YHPABJAAEIIDb XH3HEIO.

— 310 BepHo. {lo xpafiHell Mepe, TBOEro HHTEJNJEKTa XBaTaer,
4TOGH' OUEHHTL TO, 4ero ThHl He NOHHMaellb. B3riasuu Ha 3TO yAM-
BHTE/JbHOE CYIIECTBO. — AKOTOJN OTTOJKHYJAa B CTOPOHY OAHOTO
M3 CBOHX ACCHCTEHTOB M YyKa3aja Ha IIHIIKOBAaTOe Da3HOBETHOE
KHUBOTHOE, CHJEBHIee HAa KOPTOYKAX PAAOM C NpPO3pavyHOl 4acThio
CTeHBl. SIpKHe COJNHeuHbe Jy4H CBEPKaJH Ha ero GOMBILMX IJasax,
HANpPaBJEHHHX B HX cTopoHy. KpoMe Toro, y mero Goln elne OAHH
rias Ha Makywke. AKotoan nparaacuia KeppHka nopo#TH no-
6nuxke, CTPAIIKO Pa3BecesUNACh, 3AMETHB €ro OTBpPalISHHE,

— Tebst uTo-TO 6GECNOKOHT?

— 37TH raasa..,

— OHu HHYETO He BHAAT, MVIyNEll, 3TH rjia3a npeBpalleHbl B JHH3H,
IPEeNOMIAIOIINE COJHEYHHEe Jydd TaK, 9700l MHE MOIVIH BHIETh
HeBHAHMoOe. B3rAsHH CHOJa, HAa 3TY NPO3PAYRYI0 NJIACTHHY.-—UTo
TH BHOHLIb?

— Kanao Boas.

— YauBHTEJbHAN HADAIOAATENBHOCTb. A celiyac, CMOTPH, f BCTAB-
J10 ee B caHAyy.— AKOToJanm TKHyJaa majblieM, H B 60Ky caHnyy
HOSABHJIOCH OTBepCTHe, Kyla OHA BCTAaBHJA NJACTHHY. 3aTeM OHa
MeJIbKOM 3alIsiHyJia B CaMbli BepXHHH rJa3 H, JOBOJIbHAH, NOJAO-
3Basa KeppukKa.

— 3akpodt OAWH TrJa3 H 34rAfHM CooAa ApyrHM. Tenepb CKaxku
MHE, YTO THl BHIEJ.

CHavajla OH He pa3JdualJ HHYEro, KpoMe nsTeH cBeTa. MOpruys
HECKOJILKO Pa3, OH IIEBeJBHYJCA W TYT YBHAea HX. JT0 GHJH NpO-
3pauHBle CYIeCTBa ¢ GHICTPO ABHrAIOMIMMUCH Hynanasuamu. Hugero
He noHnAB, Keppuk noeepryncs K AKOTOAN 332 NOMOIIBIO.

— 51 BHXy KaKMX-TO ABHTalOUIExcs cymecTB, KTo onu Takue?

— Mespyafiine XHBOTHHE, JXUBYIIHE B KalJie BOAH, HX H306pa-
KeHHS YBeJNHYeHH JHH3aMu. Tl NOHUMAaellb, 0 YeM s TOBOpPIO?

— Her.

— Hy pa3syMmeercs, T e HMKOrAa He yyuiacs, TBOH WHTENIEKT
He BHILIe HHTeJJeKTa APYrux ycrosoy. Mnu.
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Keppuxk noeepHyacs M 3aA0XHyJacs, yBHIEeB GOpPORATOrG Tauy,
CTORBLIETO B HHIIE CTeHH. B cienyiounee MrHOBEHHE OH MOHS, 4TO
'3TO BCETO JIHUIL YYYeN0 JXHBOTHOTO.
Has ofpatBo, o8 uyBcrROBaa cTpanHoe Gecmoxoficreo. CoiHue
rpesno ero nieyd, Muneny ramunack c3aad. MuCAAMH H pegblo OH
Obt HHJAHOM, HO TEJOM — TaHY, a 3HayHT, He ORIJ HH TeM HH ApY-
I'dM, H 3TO Oropuajo ero. B KOHIle KOHHOB OH PeIlHJ, UTO OH HHJAH
H He CTOMT COMHEBAThCSl B 3TOM, HO MaJsbllbl, CHOBA H CHOBa OILLy-
.MBBAKILKE TEJO, KaCaAHCh TEIJIOH MIOTH TaHY.

27 :
— [lpuwsio BpeMs yXOAHTb, — CKa3asna CTaanaH. — MH yxe 3HaeM
BCE MeCTd, H30GpaXKeRHHe Ha CHHMKAX, _
— Tlokaxu, — pacnopsguiack Batintu. Ee nmomomuuka u dapru
nofowu 6auxe, yToOH TOXE YBHAETh, HO BJACTHEINA XecT 3acTa-
BHA uX oToiTH. CTajjlaH NOKasmBajJa CHHMKH ONMH 3a JPYTHM,
OODBACHAS KAXKABIA H3 HHX.
— Ha 3THX, caMBIX paHHHX, TODHHE AOJHHE, I'le YCTO30Y OGHUHO
auMysor. Ho nmpowsiofr 3uMOll Bce TaM 3aMep3Jsio, a oTrenenei, Ko-
TOpbIe NPUHOCAT XKHU3Hb, He §mao. [ToaToMy B MOMCKax NMHINM YCTO-
30y NOJKHB! ABHTATBCHA HA KOT.
«Ha 1or, nojaJbile OT 3UMHHX XOJOHOB, — IOAyMala BafnTtH, —
Mubr ToxXe fexxum Ha 1or oT 3uMbl MHer6ana». BnpoueM, oHa TyT Ke
OTKHHYJIA 3Ty OTBPATHTEJbHYI) MBICAb, MeXAy 3THMH QakTaMu
HeT HHKaKOH ¢BA3H, KaK HET ee MeXKAy HiJNAHAMU H ycTo3oy. 3T0
TONBKO cAydaiinoe coBnagenne. YTo KacaeTcs YCTO30Y, TO OHE Nepe-
JABHTAIOTCA KA IOT B MOHCKAX MHIIH.
-— Or—oato Mecto, rAe MB MOMXeM HACTHIHYTb HX,— CKaszajaa
Bafinrn. |
— Tu orverauBo suaMWbL GyAyiuee, Jictan. Ecad oHH ocTanyTcs
T4M, TJie NPHBHIKJAH, TO YMPYT OT roJOA3, a ecJH He OCTaHyTcd,
TO NPHAYT DPAMO K HAM.
— Koraa Mul BHIXOAUM?
— Ouens ckopo. ITocMOTPH CIOAA M CIOZA, HA KPYNHBIX JKHBOTHHIX,
KOTOpble Tamar Bosokymu. OHH WAYT BHH3 C XOJMOB. TaM ecrb
TpaBa, HO OHa ellle cepast H MepTBasi nocae xonoAHoil suMbl. M Tam
JexXHUT Oenag TBepAas BoAa. MM npujercs uaTH Aajbuie Ha IOT.
— U onum nokayr. IlpuroToBaeHds] 3aKOHYEHK?
— Ma, 9ficran. 3anacu cofpaHHl, JOAKH HAKOPMJIEHbI, BOODPYHEH-
Hbie (apru roToBHL.
— Cunean, 4to6p oHE Bcerja GHJM HArOTOBE.
Ona otnycriaa Cranial H TYT Xe Hayada AyMaTh O NpeAcTosied
Kamnanud. Ha 3TOT pa3 OHH OTMPaBMSJHCh AaJNeKO H JAOMXKHHE
Owau orcyTcTBOBaTh Bee MeTo. OHH He CMOTYT B38Tb ¢ cofod Ipo-
AYKTOB B AOCTATOUHOM KOJIHUECTBE, IMO3TOMY HYXHO NOAYMATh
0 NocTaBKax MPOAOBOJLCTBHS. A MOXKeT, Jyullie XXHTb 34 CUET TOH
aeMan? DTO NIPOLIe, K TOMY XK€, yeM GoJIbllle XKHBOTHEIX OHH YObIOT,
TE€M MeHpIIe AOCTaHeTcs ycTo30y. Ho KpoMme TOro, HyXHO HMeTb
H 3anacul KOHCEPBEHPOBAHHOTO Msca, YyToOnl TPOABHXEHHE HX He
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saMeananocs. Bee foaxHo GHITH NpeAycMOTpeHo, [IAeHHHKOB ToXe
RyXHo OyAer 6paThb. Jlerasiuufi Hayraj penTop Hallel TOAbKC He-
CKOJBKO CTalf yCTo30y, HO HONPOCH NJEHHWKOB AAAYT HeAoCTaw-
mylo AAQOPMANHI0 ¢ MECTOHAXOXKAEHHH HX CTOSIHOK. BafiHTH He-
TepnenuBo NMOA03Baja K cebe dapra.

— BmizoBu Ko mHe Keppuka.

Ee MHCIH BHOBL OOpaTHNUCE K Oyayllefi KaMNaHWH, NOKa OHA He
saMernaa, uTo Keppuk crour nepex Hed.

— Kax TBOe 30pOBbe? — HOMHTEPECOBANACh OHA,— TH MNOXYAe.
— Jla, no Gonesub yiiaa, ¥ LWIpaMbl OT 3B 3aXKHAH. Kaxau#i xeHn
# ycTpausaio 310# Toscrofi MHAeHy mpobeXKy co MHOS MO MOJAM.
Ona Tepser Bec, A #abupaio €ro.

— CKOpo MB nofieM Ha ceBep, U Thl C HAMHA.

— Kak npukaxems, 3ficTad, Tak s H clenan. — [Iof BHEWIHHM
CNOKORCTBHEM H MOKODHOCTBHIO CKPHBAJNHCh COBCEM HHHIE UYBCTBA.
EMy XoTesoch MOXTH, ¥ B TO 3Ke BpeMs OH 6osics 3T0ro.

Bose3np HaNOXHJA CBOW OTNEYATOK HA €ro BHEYaTNeHHs OT Io-
caenuen skenenunuu. TIpoute Bcero GuINO, Korfa oH Jaexan 6e3 co-
3HAHUA, MOTOMY 4TC OO 3TOM HE OCTaBaJOCh BOCHOMHHaHHA. 3a-
TeM NpHILAM GeccoHHBe AHH, 0OAb B TPYAH, S3BHI, TOKPHBARIIHE
ero teno., OH CMYTHO OCO3HABaJ NpPHOJIIKEHHE CMepTH, HO OB
CAHLIKOM ¢J1a6, yToOH 4TO-HAOYAb CHeNAaTh.

Ho Bce 310 B npomaoM —H HOAXHO OCTAaTLCS TaM. XOTS OH elle
YYBCTBYET YCTAJOCTE K KOHNY JHS, KaXAHR JeHb Aenaer ero Go-
Jgee cuabHEM. Bee Oyner xopowo. OH cHOBA mofifileT ¢ HUMH H TaM,
rae 6yayr apyrae Ycrosaoy, Gyaer ropopHTh ¢ HUMH. [loarce BpeMs
OH Jaxe He [03BOAN cefe AyMaTh of 3TOM, HO celuac CTpaHHOe
BO30YXKAEHHE OXBATHAO €r0, U OH HETEPNEJHBO KJAAJ JKCIEAUNHY.
OH cHOBa GyAeT roBOPHTH C TaHYy H HA 3TOT Pa3 3aNOMHHT GOJb-
HIe HX CJIOB.

OHy OTNPaBHANCH Ha ceBep CIYCTH HECKOJBbKO AHEH, paHblie, YyeM
MIAHHPOBAJNY, WOTOMY UTO PRUINNH ABHraThcs MelJieHHo: Bafiutu
XOTEJIOCh TNOCMOTPETb, CMOCYT JIH OHH 3amacaTh Mfco N0 MYyTH.
B neppufi aeHp OHH MabUIK JHlIs A0 ofefia, 2 3aTeM BHCAAUIHCH
na KaMeHucTH# Oeper. CrTanilaH B3sANMa CBOMX JYYIIRX OXOTHHKOB
H yiuia, a clefoM 32 Hell ABHHyNHCh Bo3byxaeHHEE dapry.

OHH BEepHYJMCL Ha3af Tiepej CyMepKaMM, Gapri Tauuad Tyilud
oniedefi. KeppHK ¢ KaKHM-TO cTpaHHHM B030yXKJIEeHHEM CMOTpeN,
KaK OHM NOAXOIAT H KAaQyT oJeHell y Kor SficTan.

— 3710 XO0polo, 3TC 0YeHb XOPOIIO,— AOBOJBHO €Kasala OHA, —
Tw socHL npaBuibHOe MMs, CranjaH,— KaK OXOTHHKY Te6e Her
PABHHIX.

OXOTHHK. Keppuk HHKOrAA He 3aAYMBIBAJCH HaX CMHCAOM ee
umenn. OxorHuk. Bxoauts B Jec, OCTOPOIKHO ABHraThCs MO paB-
HHHe u yOHBaTh, yOUBATE...

— S Toxe nobinwo oxotHTecs, CrannaH,— cKasaa OH, HAKAORHB-
ImKCh, YTOOH B3ATh XeCcoTcaH, JexaBluuii pasoM, Ho Crannan
rpy6o OTTONKHyAa ero Horo#. OTxa3 GBI XKEeCTKHM H Pe3KHUM.
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— XecOTcaH He JalOT B PYKH YCTO30Y, H3 Hero ux yOHBaioT.
Keppuxk ornpsanya. On Booflie He AyMan o6 OpPYXHH, & TOJALKO
o6 oxore u noroHe. [Toka oK OGAYMEIBal QTBET, 3arOBOpHAZ
BafinTH, '

— ¥ te6s Takas KopoTkas nNnamsrte, CTajiaH, uTo TH 3abHaa, KTO
npuKaseiBaer 3jeck? Had Keppm(y CBOM XecOTCaH W Oﬁ’hﬂCHK Kax
OH feficTBYyeET.

Crannal 3aMepia OT CHAB 3TOTO TIpKKa3a. BaiinTe He wmeusna
HNOBEJHTENBHOTO [OJICKEHHS] CBOEro Tejia— e 00 BaXKHO, 9TO-
66l Bce MHJAHH, Aae TAKOro paHra, kax Cranjan, TOMHHIH, 4YTO
OHa — JHcTan.

Crannan ©0CTaBalOCh TOJNBKO NOBHHOBaThbesA., Papru nogouins
6MHrKe, KaK OeNnajH Bcerjd, KOTAa YTO-TO JOJMXKHH GHJIH ofibsc-
HATb, @ OXOTHHUZ ¢ OTBpalleHHeM NpoTAHyaa opykue Kep-
PHKY. '

— 3T0 CYUIECTBO — X€COTCAH — BHIBEJIEHO [AJS TOro, 4TOON OHTH
opyxHeM. — KeppHK 0CTOPOXKHO B3fiA IJHHHYVIO TEMHYIO MAlRKY H
cTaJ C/AeJuThb 3a yKasaTenbHHM nanbuem Craana#. — I[foxa mono-
Ibl, OHK ABHralOTCH, a JOCTHTHYB 3PEJOCTH, H3MEHSIT CBOX (op-
my. OT HOr OCTaiOTCsl JHIL CJAeAbl, TO3BOHOYHHK KOCTEHEeT, B Cy-
WECTBO BLIMAAAUT HOA0OHO 3TOMY. Ero HyXHO XOpMATL, KHAYE OHO
yMpeT. BoT 370 poT,— OHa yKaszana Ha uepHOEe OTBepCTHe,— H ero
He/b3f CMELIHBATL C OTBEPCTHEM, B KOTOPOE . BCTABJANTCH APOTH-
ki, JIpotHku cofupawT Ha Kycrax K cymar... HE JBUTAW CBO-
HUMH PYKAMU! '

Crannar BepBana opyxue W3 pyk Keppuka H ZepxkaJa, NoOKa He
YCMHUDHAA CBOW 3X0cTh. [lpHcyTeTBHe 3MCTaH CKOBHBAJIO OXOT-
HHLY, OyAb OHM OJHH, OHa pasopBasa OW 3TOr0 YCTO30Y Ha Kyc-
ki. Ee rosoc craa ewe GoJsiee XPHIJBM, Korja OH2 3aroBOPHJAA
CHOBA.

— Xecorcan y6upaeT, [as 3TOro HyXHO CZABHTh €ro TeJio TaM,
rie 6nJja TBOA pYyKa. A 3aTeM HAXATh BOT 3J€Ch, B QCHOBAHHH,
00JbLIAM NaJblIeM KPYrofl pykH,

Paszancs peskuil WeJKalOWHA 3BYK ~—— H APOTHK, CBHCTHYB, yJeTen
B Mope.

— HpoTuk BcraeasieTcsa ciofa. Koraa xecoTcaH MOJNYIAT AMOYALC,
oH BHAeaser HeGOJBIUIOE KOJAYECTBO CeKpeTa, KOTOPHIE npeBpa-
LlaeTca B Map M € CHJIOH BHTaJKHBaeT JpPOTHK. Korfa sapssKaeuls,
ADOTHKH MOXHO JA€pXaThb pPyKaMM, HO KOTZA OHH JABEXYTCH depes
3Ty TpyOKy, TO c/lerka KacaloTcs Kefe3bl, KOTOpas BHACASET HA
HACTONDBKO CHJBLHBEIY, YTO HesuauMag xamnas ero yOupaer TaKoe
KPYNHO® KHBOTHOE, KAK HEeHHTECK.

— Tal cTana OTAHUHEIM YYHTeNeM,— CKa3ana BafHTH, pezko 06-
pbIBasl Ty creHy. — A Tenepb XBaTHT.

Crannad BeipBaja xecorcad y Keppuka u 6ncrpo yuuia. Opnnaxo
He BacToNbKo OBICTPO, UTOGH OH He 3aMerHsa JKryded HeHaBHCTH
B ee JBMxeHHAX. OH OBICTPO 3a0bM1 3TOT TEOPETHUYECKHEA YPOK,
eMy He Tepnesoch onpo6oBaThb opy:KHe Ha oxoTe. Ho Kepprk Gua
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CAMIDKOM OCTUDOTKeH, 4ToOM ocrathess co CrannaH HaejHHe, U
BPEeAYCMOTPHTEABHO AEPIKAJCH OT Hee HOAaAbIIe, OCOGEHHO Ha
oxore. OTpasnenHbie APOTHKH MOTJIM yOHTB €ro TaK Ke JETKO,
KaK Jiofoe Jpyroe XKHBOTHOE.

Koraa nmoAXoAusa AeHb OuepefiHOH OXOTH, OH CMOTpPeN, KyRa HAYT
Craanan u apyrue, a 3aTeM yXOAHA B OPOTHBOMOJOXKHOM Hampas-
JieHHH, €My He XOTEJOCh CTaTh XKEePTBOH HeCUaCTHOro Cly4asi.
Oxotutben ¢ HeykJIoxed ujeny Ha npHBfisM OHAO HeJerko, HO
OH flenal 370, KaK MOr. :
Cuactee He octasisiio ero, H MuaeHy ¢ TeuenueM BpPEMEHH NDH-
HOCHJI2 Ha Oeper Bce Gosplie KW Gosbile oaeHedl. Ho ans Kepprka
BaXKHee, YeM OJeHH, OBLI0 YYBCTBO, KOTOPOE OH HCNBITBIBAJ, HOJ-
KPaALBaschk K HUM B BHICOKOR TpaBe. 370 6blAQ BhIClIee YAOBOJb-
crare. [Ipu 3TOM OH He 3amMeual] YCTaJOCTH, €1 ¢ BOJbLWIHEM anne-
THTOM H Kpenko cnaa. OxoTa npojoJxajach NO Mepe IpOJBHKeE-
HHA Ha CeBep, ¥ C KaXXAHWM AHeM OH 3aMeyan, 4TO Jesaer 3T BCe
ayuanie # ayqne. Korka oHY NOKHHYJM OKeaH B BOILAH B LIHPOKYIO
pexy, Keppuk uyBcTBoBaa cefsi TaxuM XKe CHJABHHM, Kak A0 00-
Jiesnd. Yepes HeCKONbKO AHeH ROCJe 3TOro NpoHsolies] nepBHit 6oH,
nepsasn GOfiHs 3TOTO JeTa.

Koraa sce ymay, Keppuk ocTajncs Ha cBoeM OOGBIUHOM MecTe,
B aarepe. CHHMKH pelTOPA NOKAa3WBaJH, YTO YCTO30Y JIBHIAKTCH
B 3TOM HANpPaBACHHH BJOJAb PeKH, H B yaoOHOM Mmecre OHJIA ycTpoe-
Ha sacaga. Ho 3710 ne kacasocs Keppuka. Ckpectus HOrH, OH
CHMIeNl Ha 3eMJie H OTKPHIBaJ POT XecoTCaHa HOTTeM YKasaTelbHOTro
nanbga. 3aTeM BTOJKHYJ TYAa KYCOK msca, AyMasi IIPH 3TOM O cJiie-
Aywouled oxote. O X0Tes ONHCATh IMHPOKHE KPYyr BOKPYr HaijeH-
HOFO CTaJa oJIeHedl, a4 3areM Jeysp B 3acafy ¢ NOABETPEHHOH OT
RHX cTOpOHH. Onenn OGynyT 0eXxaTb OT ADYTHX OXOTHHKOB M Bhl-
CKOUAT Ha Hero. 3To Ou1 XOPOLHH NJaH.

Jlanekuii npoHsuTENbENA KPUK Hapywus ero Muicad. Haxe Hnae-
Hy 3aCyeTHNach, OMIAABIBASACH NO CTOPOHAM. 3BYK NOBTOPHICH
GauKe M rpomue. KeppHK BCKOYMA Ha HOTH, JepXa Opy’KHE Haro-
TOBe, KOTla KPHK pa3jaicd CHOBa, CONPOBOXIAEMBIH IJyXudM CTY-
KOM NafeHus. _

{lorom ¢ 6epera noHecjaoch FPOMKOe MhMaHHE H NOABHAACH 6OJb-
mas ronosa. OrpoMube Oelne GHBHH, NOAHATHR X060T H OryLIHM-
‘TeAbHHHA PEB.

~— ¥6e#t ycTo3oy! — B3Moauaacy Huneny. — Yoei! Yoei!

KeppHx nmofiHec xecOTCAaH K rJja3aM, B3LJSAHYJ BACGJbL HETO HA TEM-
HBHF raas cyILlecTBa, CBHPENO CMOTPEBLIEro Ha Hero, H BAPYr npo-
MIenTaa:.

— Kapy...— Pyka ero onyctuaach, i OH He BhCTpeans. WnseHy
3acroHada or yxaca.

MacrofoHT nmoausi1l x060T, CHOBA 3apeBedl, 32TeM IOBEPHYJICH M HC-
4e3 U3 BHAY.

Kapy... Touemy ou ckasan 3710? Uro 3To 3Haummo? Ero nopasuno
'3T0 THTaHTCKOE CYIUEeCTBO, HO OH He Gosanaca ero. 310 CTPaHHOE
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CJIOBO «KApy» M 5Ta CMeCh BOCMOMHHAHHIA: TeNAHA W APYIKECKUH...
XOJOAHHH, Kak cMepTh.. Becb Apoxka, OH OTOGPOCHA HX TPOYD.
CpaxeHue, JONXKHO OBITH, OuYeHb OJH3KO! OFPOMHHEA BOJOCATHH
3BepPb HCOYraJcsl CXBaTKH W nofexan >THM nyteM. Keppuk Guia
pad, 4Tc He yOHI ero,

— JiicTad BH3BIBAaeT TOTO, KOro 30BYT KeppHk,— CKazana ¢apru,
MeINeHHO Weamas BROJb peuHoro Gepera. OHa Onlna paHeHa ocT-
PHM NPEAMETOM, H LIIPOKAs MOBA3KA NOKPHBAla €e PYKY. KpOBh
‘cTéKaJja 1o Hefl H Kalana y ee HOT.

— Bumoit cefst, — npuaxa3anx Keppuk, 3aTeM XepHYJN NOBOROK, M
Unieny HeykaoXe MOAHANACH H2 HOrH. XeCOTCAH AOEN KYCOK Msi-
ca, #, Npexie ueM HATH, KeppHK JMOBKO 3aKDHJ €ro poT: y cyuie-
cTBa OHIJIH MaJjeHbxue OCTPHE 3yOB H OHO MOIJO NpeGOAbLHO YKY-
CHTb, €CJH 3TOrO He CJAeJaTh. S

OHH ROLIME RO DPEYHOM OTMeJH, 3aTeM NOBEPHYIH, HAaTKHYBIUHCH
Ha XOpOILIO YTONTAHHYIO Tpony, MHOXecTBO paHeHHX ¢apru npo-
XOIHJH MHMO HHX, Hanpasasafach B o6paTHylo cTopoRy. Hekoropuie
H3 HHX CTOfJH, ApPYrHe JeXaJH Ha 3eMJe, CAHUIKOM caabhe, YToOH
HATH JaJbllie, a NOTOM HONalach MepTBas, JeXaBlasw y JAepeBa
¢ IHPOKO pAacKpHTHM proM. CpakeHne, BHAAMO, OHJOQ KecTo-
KHM.

3arem Keppuk yBHAed NepBWX MepTBHX TaHy. OHA Jexanu po-
JIOM — MY>XMHHA H XKEHIIKHAa, a B CTOPOHE ‘BaJRJIHCH MalJeHbKHE
nerckue TpynHkH. Elle snanbile BHAHEJACK MEPTBHH MAaCTOHAOHT,
OKPYXEeHRBH pacCHIIABUINMCA CKapGOM,

[oTpsacennmit, Keppuk, cnoTHkasch, otoumies oT HEX. OHH ORJH
YCTO30Y, H HX HYXKHO OBJIO yOMBATH, U B TO e BPeMst OHH OHJIH
rady. OHH OHUIH .OTBPaTHTEeNBHHIE YCTO30Y, KOTODHE YCTPOHJH
pesHK MHJAHCKEX CaMUOB H aeredniiefi Ha Gepery. Ho uro o
caM 3Han o6 3ToM? OH HHKOTAA JaXke He NOAXOAHA K bepery.
@®aprd, UpoH3eHHAA KONbEM, JeXaja B JyXe KPoBH, o0XBaTHB
OXOTHHKa, y0usuero ee. Ona Guna ninaHoM, n oH, Kepprk, Toxe
OBlT HAT2HOM.

Ho Hert, oH 6uj1 Tany. A MoxXeT GHTb, He 6HA?

Ha sT1oT BOMpOC OH OTBETHTH HE MOr, KAK He MOT M 3a06HTL €ro.
Korfa-to on Gua MaJbYMKOM, HO 3TOT MalbyHK RAaBHO ymep,
cefiuac ox Gbl MANAHOM, @ HE TPA3HLIM YCTO30Y.

Gapr# nepHyna ero 3a pyKy, H OH momen 3a HeHl, MHMO HOBHX
TPYNOB TaHY, MacTOAOHTOB, wiyan. CMoTperh Ha 3TO GHJIO HEBH-
HocHMo. CKOpO OHH MOAOULIH K TPYIile BOODYKeHHHWX thapri, Ko-
TOPHE pacCTyHHIHCh, Nponyckas Keppuka. Tam crosna Baiinrs,
KaxAbIM ABHXEHHEeM CBOEr0 Tesa Bblpaad HeCKPHBAaeMHHA THes.
Veuzes Keppuka, oHa M0Ji4a yKa3aja Ha 4YTO-TO, JIeXKaglliee Y ee
Hor. 310 6GHJA ILIKypa XHBOTHOTO, IVIOXC BHAenarnas H Gecdop-
MeHHas1, 32 HCKJAICUEHHEM TOJIOBH, HaGHTOR TpaBOM.

Keppuk B yxace ornpsiHys. 310 OWJ0 He XKHBOTHOE, a HAJAaH, H
oH y3Han ero. dto 6paa Cokaill, ybéuras ycrosoy, yGuras, obo-
IpaHHas H NpUHeCeHHAas CI0Aa.
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— Tlocmotpu Ha 310! — Kaxkaoe asnxkenne BalinTu, kaxaslit 3ByK
€e roJoca AbINIadH HeHABHCTHIO B HEYKPOTHMBIM rHesoM, — IlocmoT-
pH, YTO CHeJaJH 3TH XHBOTHRIE C OAHOH H3 JYYIHX HAIIHX Yyue-
HHX. §1 XOouy 3HaTh, KTO 3TO CAeJaJt, CKOJbKO HX OBJIO H Tje HX
MOXHO HaWTH. TH 3ajamb, 3TH BONPOCH 33XBaYE€HHOMY YCTO30Y.
BeposiTHO, 3TO BOXKIb CTaH, €ro yAaJoch YCMHDHTb TOJBKO LyGH-
Hok. Pacckaketun MHe Bce, XKorja s BepHych, HecKONBKUM YCTO30Y
ypanoch 6exarb, Ho CTannaH co CBOMMH OXOTHHKaM# Ipece-
ILyeT Hx. :

Ha nonsHe, OKpyXeHHO! BHICOKHMH JeDeBbsIMH, Jexaal CBH3aH-
EHH Tany. CTogBwasn paAoM ¢aprk u3GUBalla €ro KoibeM.

— Ilpuuunsfi emy 6oab, HO He yOKBal A0 MOero BO3BPAINEHHS,—
cKasana BafiHTH, 3aTeM NOBepPHY/AacCh K 3aTOPCNHKAACH NPOUb,
Keppuk MeasIeHHO, NOYTH NPOTHB CBOEH BOJH, NOAOIIEN H YBHAEN,
yTo G0pOAa M BOJOCH OXOTHHKA B KpoBH. OH Mosvan, H dapra
npofoKaia H3GueHHe.

— TlIpekparn,— npuka3an Keppux, TKHyB ()apre XecOTCaHOM, MTO-
OBl npuBJAeYs ee BHUMaHHe. — W yxoau oTciona,

— K10 TH? — XpHIAO CIOPOCHA MYIKUHEA, 3aKAWJISJACH H BHIJI-
HyX KpPOBb M OCTAaTKH 3yGoB.— Thi TOXe MaeHHHK?.. I'ze TBou
BOJOCH?.. KTO THI?.. Thl MOXKeEIIb TOBOPHTH?..

— $... 1 — Keppuk.

— DT0 UMS MaJb4yHKa, a He OXOTHHKA, a Thl YXKe B3POC/bIii.

— 3nech 51 3anai0 BOMpocH. CKaXKH MHE TBOE HMS.

— Sl —Xepuaak, a 370 Mosl XKeluuHa. Buja.... OHu MepTsHl, Bee
MepTBHI; TAK? -

— Hekoropaie y6exany, U 3a HUIMH TOHATCA.

— HWmsa Manpusika.. —ero rojoc craia msarde. — Hoxolian Gaunxe,
MAaJBYMK, CTABHIHAR Myxuuuo#, Jlakh MHe BIrasdyTh Ha Tebs. H nio-
X0 BUXY, NM03ToMy Tebe HyKHO noaouTH... Ja, 1 BHXY. XOThy Tebs
HeT BOJIOC, f BHXKY, UTO ¥ Tels JULO TaHy.

Xepuaak noBepres rojcorofi. Buag, uto Kposp 3ajlMBaer €My ria-
3a, KeppHK HaKJOHMJICA ¥ BHTEp ee. 10 GHIIO KaK NPHKOCHOBEHHE
K caMomy cefe, k¥ TelIofl KOMXKe, IOXOXKeH HA ero coOCTBEHHYIO, OH
B3JPOTHYJ OT 3TOrQ HE3RAKOMOrO OLLYLICHHS.

— Tbl H38aBanm KaKHe-TO 3BYKH,— MpoAo/xkan Xepuaak,—H ep-
3aa, KaK 3T0 AJaI0T GHH. Thl MOXKellb FOBOPDHTL C HHMH, Ra?

— 3A4ech A 3aAaic BONPOCH, a TH JOJIKEH OTBEYaTh HA HHX.
Xepudak He ofpaTHa BHHMaHH$ HAa 3TH CJIOBa. HO C NONHMaHHEM
KHBHYIL

-~ Ounu xoTaT, 4T06H TH Zenan X paGory. [laBHO TH y HHUX?

— $1 He 3HA10, MHOTO JICT.., 3HM...

— U Bce 310 Bpemsi, Keppux, Tany y6usaau ux. Mel y6uBanu uX,
HO caumkoM Mano. OAHaXKAW A BHAEN MaJb4YHKa, KOTOPOro CXBa-
THJAW MYPrY: Y HHX 4TO, MHOIO MJAEHHHUKOB?

— Hu ozHoro, xpoMe MeEs...

XepraaK 3aroBGPHJ NOYTH LISHOTOM:

~— Tul MOXellb rOBOPHTL ¢ HUMH. HaM HyKHa TBOS NOMOLUIb, BCEM
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Tany.. — OH BAPYr 3aMoJfual, YBHAEB, 4TO BUCHT Ha Ilee Kep-
PHKa, 3aTeM 3aroBOPHJ BHOBb. — [IOBEPHHCH, MaJNBUHK, NOBEPHUCH
K ceery. Uro 310 ¥y TeOs Ha itee?

— Y MeHa? — MepecnpoCHN MaJjbyHK, KAacafCh XOJOLHOTG MeTaj-
Ja Hoxa.— OHy CKa3aJi, 4TO 3TO BHCEJO0 Yy MEHS, KOrja MeHs!
3aXBATHAH. '

Fonoc Xepunaka CTaHOBHJCHA Bce OoJee IMIYXHM W AadeKHM, MO
Mepe TOro Kak o MOrpyaJjcd B BOCIIOMHHAHHA. _

'— He6ecunift Metana... § GblJ OAHHM H3 TeX, KTO BHIEN €ro Tna-
Jenre ¢ nefa, HCKaja ero M Hamea. 51 OHJ TaM, KOrja AeNastHCh
3TH HOXH, NHAKHJ KYCKK MeTalja KDenKMMH KaMHSIMH, KOBal H
cBepana HX. [JoTHHMH MO Mex crepefid H MOCMOTPH...

[Moz HuM Ha pemMHe BHCen MeTaasHueckKHi Hox. Keppuk Hegosep-
YHBO KOCHYJICA €ro— OH Ol TAaKHM Ke, KakK ero cofcTBeHHRHII,
TORBKO B ABa pasa {oJblue. :

— $1 BHOeN, KaK HX AeAand — 60OJbIIOH Aa8 camMazapa, a Ma-
JIeHBKHH AJs1 erc CHiHa, BO3MOXKHO, JETCKOe HMS ManpiHka OBlIO
KeppHuk, st He HOMHIO, HO ero orey Owma 6nusok MHe, Ero 3sanu
Amaxact. IToToM MHoro JIET COYCTS 1 BHOBb Hauien HOXK U3 ReGec-
HOTO MeTanja— Cpeld CJIOMAHHKX KocTeil ero Tena. Tena Ama-
XacTa.

Keppuk monuya cayiial, KaK OXOTHHK NPOHM3HOCHA 3To uMsA. HMwms,
NPUXOANBLIEE K HEMY BO CHe H 3afbBaBIleecsl HasBY.

AMAXACT.

310 ¢N0BO, MoAOGHO K04y, OCBOGOAMNO NOTOK BOCIOMUHAHUH,
XJHHYBIIEX Ha Hero, Kapy, ero MacroloHT, yOHTHH pAAOM C HHM,
ero oren, AmaxacTt, yOHTHE BMecre co cBoeH cammaz... Bocnomu-
HaHHSI TYMAEHJMCh M HAK/AaAbIBAaJHCh HA CerofHslNHee 3peHine
TPYNOB, JAeXABIWIHX co Bcex cTopoH. CKBO3b 3TH BOCIOMHHaHHA
MeJJIeHHO NIPOGHBAJNHCL CAOBA OXOTHHKA:

— Y6eilt ux, Keppuk, ybeil ux, xak oHy yOHBaau BceX nacl

Keppek noBepHyscsi H BMecTe ¢ Museny, cnorsikaBuieiicss c3aix,
GpOCHJICS NpOuUbL OT OXOTHHKA K ero rojoca. Ho y6exarth oT HHX
6BlI0 HEBO3MOIKHO, MuMO BOOpYMKeHHHX (apre oH NOAHAJCA Ha
BEPILHHY TPABSHHCTOrO CKJAOHA, KOTOPHIH CIyCKajCs K MOpIO, cel
Ha 3eMJK, OGXBAaTHB KOJEHH, H YCTABHJICA Ha MOPe, NOTPyXeHHblH
B cebs. .

Ou Buges AMaxacTa, CBOEro OTIa, H ero camman. I'yiasa ero Ha-
MOJHHJHCH CJI€3aMH, KOTOPBIX OH He 3Haa 3a cofofl Jaxke B JeT-
CTBe, KOTAA BHAea FHbellb CBOeH caMMaj, BBIpe3aHHOH TaK Xe, Kak
caMMaz Xepuiaka cerofssf..lIse 3T CHEHEl CJIHJAHCL B €r0 MBIC-
JASIX BOGAMHO M NPEBPATHNAMCH B OJHY. 3a [0JTHE TOAB KH3HH
¢ HiRaHaMy o 3a6HLT NpoulIoe, HO cefyac BCHIOMHMA H 4YBCTBO-
BaJ cebs JAByMsi Pa3HHMH JIOAbMH: YCTO30Y, TOBOPSIIKM, Kak
HiJaH, H MaJbYHKOM TaHy.

ManbunkoM? OH B3TNAHYJ Ha CBOH DYyKH, NONIEBENHJ NaJbLaMu,
O Gosbiue He OB MaJILYUKOM. 32 5TH TOAH €r0 TENO BHPOCIO, OH
CTaJ MY¥KYHHOA, XOTH TOJbLKO TENepb OCO3HAJ 3TO.
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Bexouns Ha HorH, KeppHK rpoMko 3akpuuan OT Bo3GYIKAEHHSA.
Kro or Takolt u 4TO DpoH3OLMIO ¢ HUM? BHe3anHo 4To-TO AEPHYNO
ero 3a weto. OH nosepHyncs U oOHapyxuJ, uto HMHnery Taner sa
cBOH KoMen nosojka, Ee rsasza 6b1d IIHPOKC OTKPHITH, a ABHKe-
HHUSl BBIPAXANY TPEBOTY K CTpax.

Emy Bapyr 3axoTenoch yOMTB €€, H Ol HAYaJ HOAHUMATbL OpPYyKHE,
elle 3aKaToe B er0 pyke.

— Mapar! — sukpukusang oH. — Mapar! — Ho rres scues rtax xe
6HCTPO, KaK nofiBHics, U KeppHK CKOHQYXKEHHO ONyCTHJI XeCOT-
CaH.

CToHJI0 JIH CTpPedsiTb B Ty, KoTopas OBLIA IJIEHHHKOM Gonblle,
uyeM OH.

— VYcnokoiicss, VHnery,— ckaszaa oH.— Bce B mopsake, Tak uTo
ycroko#es,

Hajaery RHOBL cesia Ha CBOM XBOCT H YCTaBHJaCch Ha BeyepHee
coaxne. Keppuk cMmoTpen MEMO HCe Ha IOJAAHY CPEiH XEPEBLEB,
rae xaaa Xepunak.

Uem MOT OH NOMOYb H3GHTOMY W obpeuernomy naennuky? Krto on
Tako#? QH3HYECKH OH 0L TaHY, MYMKUHHOM C MBICISMH MaJjIbuH-
Ka, H 3TO CUEBHAHO AJs HEro Telneps. DTOT MaAbUHK, OCTAaBLIHCH
B XKHBHIX, cTan HHJaHOM, H 3T0 TOXe oueBHaHo, WitnaHom — mo
CBOMM BHYTPEHHHM OIUYNICHHSM H TaHY— s OKPYXaloUlero
MHpa.

3To Bce ACHO, HEMOHATHO TOJBXO, 4TO GyAeT ¢ HHM maibwe. Eciu
OH HHUYEro He cAedaeT, ero XXH3Hb OCTAlETCS IpekKHeH -— BhICOKoe
11I0JI0KERYe, TpaBas pyka Jfcrau, TOYET U YBaKeHHe.

Ho 6mimo nm sTo Tem, uero oH xoren? Ero Gyaywum? Hukorga
npexae OH He 3aJyMBIBAJCA HAA 9THM BOIIPOCOM, H JdaKe He Npei-
nojaraia BO3MOXHOCTH Takoro xoHduukra. Keppuk mnoxaa nJje-
TaMH H BCTPSXHYN ToOJOBOY, OCBOGOXAASICH OT HEBHAMMON HOIIW.
On cpenaer, Kak Cxazajga Ba#lHTH, H 3aZacT BOMPOCH YCTO30Y,
a noayMath 060 BCEM 3TOM OH CMOJKET NO3AHee, celyac Ke y Hero
CJHIIKOM OOJHT IojioBa.

Korza oH BepHyJce, Bce OBIO MO-NpexHeMy. XepHaaK Jexal CBf-
3aHHBIH Ha 3emJe, a TpH (apru CTOSIM Ha CTpalke, MOCJAYHUIHBIE H
Hepaccyxkaawomue, Keppuk B3rastHy’d BHH3, Ha OXOTHHKA, TONpPO-
GoBaJsl 3arOBOPUThL, HO cioBa He npuxofuau. [leppeiM Mo.uaHHe
Hapywna XepHuaax.

— Henafi, Kax a1 TOBOpIO,— TIpowWenTaj OH.— Y0ei Mypry, pas-
pexxb MOH myTH H OexuM BMecte. B ropsl, K 3WMHEMY CHeTYy,K XO-
pollleli oXoTe M KOCTPY B najiatke. BepHHch K cBoeMy Hapoay.
CKasgHHBIE IHENOTOM, 3TH c¢joBa nporpemeny aas Keppuka, kax
packaTl rpova.

— Her! — 3akpuuan oH.— 3amonuu! Tel [AOMKEH TOJMLKO OTBe-
MaTb HAa MOH BoOnNpoch, Huuero He Mpeanarath, TOJABKO OTBe-
4aTh...

— Tal Gbla mOTEpsiH, MaJbYMK, NOTEPAH, HO He 3a6unT. OHH nbITa-
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JHCh CHENATh U3 Tebs CBoero rpa)KAaHuHa, HO TH He cTanl HM.
Tbl — TaHY U MOMKEIUL BEPHYThCH B caMMal.

Keppuk rHeBHO 3akpuyaJ, NMpHKa3hiBasg XepHAaKy 3aMOAYyaTh, HO
He MOT H30aBHTLCA OT roJoca ¥ CJIOB OXOTHHKA, H B TO 2Ke BpeMs
He Mor yerynuth eMy. Bce pemuna ¢apry, jJgepakapiias Komnke
oxorHuKa. OHa HHYero He [OHMMana, HO, BHAS CTPAHHOE TIOBEEHHE
Kceppuka U TOMHA DpeXHUA MpHKa3 DHCTaM, PelIHTENbHO MOAOULIA
K XepHaaky. _

~— Het! — rpoMko kpuknysn Keppuk Ha sa3bke Mapbak. — He ne-
nai 3Torol

OpyxHe B erc pyxe WeNKHYJAO noutH Oe3 ero ycHau#, u ¢apru
pyxHyJaa MeprBoli. Enle OXBaueHHHIHf THEBOM, OH MOBEPHYJCS U
BLICTPEAMJ BO BTOPYIO (Papr, ee poT Obil HEAOBEDUHBO OTKPHIT,
KOTjJa OHa majana. Tperbs Hagala TMOAHUMaTh OpyxKHe, Ho Kep-
pHK OKasajacs OHCTpee, H OHa TOXe ynaxa. A OH TpoxoJdKanl
CHOBA H CHOBA CXKHMaTh X€COTCAH, NOKa TPynk (apry He omieTH-
HHJHCR ApoTukaMH. IToTom XecorcaH omyctes, 1 Keppux mWBHIpHYN
€ro Ha 3eMJIo.

— Bo3bsMu Konbe u 0cBOOOAH MeHs,— npHKa3an Xepunak,

Virneny, warascs, nocienoBana 3a KeppHKOM, KOTAa OH MOAOMICT
K (bapru H BBIPBAJ KONbE H3 €e MEPTBHIX PYK, 4 3dTeM 0CBOGOLHI
PYKH M HOrH XepUiaKa.

— UYro Takoe? Urto ¢AyuHNOCH? — YCABIIIAN BAPYT OH THEBHBIH To-
Jgoc BahuTtu.

KeppHK pesko MOBepHYJCH M YBHMEN €e, CTOSIBIIYIO 33 HHUM C OT-
KpbiTeIM pTOM H OeamMH OaectsimmhMu 3ybamn. [lotom raasa ero
3aTYMAHRNHCh M OH BCHOOMHHJ, KaK 3TH 3yObl pasphiBajgu ropto
NeBYLIKH, YBHAeN paabl 3y6oB Haj coboH, KOTAa QHA cHAena Ha
HeM, PacCcTaBUB JIOTH H PeBS OT HachaXkJeHHs, pa3ieeHHOro
C HHHM.

HacnaxnaeHue u HeHaBHCTh — CeHYAC OH MCNHITHIBAN MX GIHOBpE-
MEHHO. OHa CKazaJJia 4TO-TO, 4Yero OH He yCJIblI.I.!aJI, H, BHAA, 49TO
OH He NOBHHYeTCs, MOBEpHyJAach H NMOTAHYJachb 332 OAHHM H2 Ba-
JSBIIMXCS PSIAOM XECOTCAHOB.

To, 4To OH caenasi B CAeAYIOIMH MHr, OBIJIO HAaCTONBKO €CTCCTBEH-
HHIM, 4TO He noTpeGoBaJo HH pasMBILAEHHs, HA ychauii. Konbe
NOAHSJOCh, PBAHYJOCH BEPe] M TayOOKO IOTPY3HJIOCh B TENO
Baiinrh.

Ona cxpaTuna ero, BHAEPHYNa, U H3 paHW (GoHTaHOM OpLI3HyJa
KPOBb, CHNB MOKHHyAx BalHTH, ¥ OoHa ynala Ha 3eMJIo.

— beru! — kpuknya Xepunak, cxBatHB Keppuka 3a mJjeuo.—
HMaem co MHol. Te6e Henb3f ocraBarhbes MOCAE TOTO, UTO TH CAe-
Jqanun.

Exnncreednnifi Baxon ~— 6exath,

Ou Baan Keppuka 3a pyky u MOTSHYJ K TeMHOH CTeHe Jieca Ha
nanbHeR cropoHe nogasHbl. [ToHadany KeppHK cONDOTHBAAJACH, HO
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NOTOM, CHOTBIKAfCh, NOCAef0BAJ 3a HUM, J€pxa B pyke 3aluToe
konse, IlpoTectyoman Muneny tonajxa c3azH.

[Torom BCe Tpoe CKPHJIHCH CPERH /AEPEBbEB, H BCKOPE HX 1LarM
satuxyi BRaay, [Tongna cHopa GMJaa mycTa U THXA.

Tixa Kak cMepTs.

Koney nepsoii kuuau.

[






KHUI'A BTOPAS






Bopoubl OnHchbIBasH IIHPOKHE KPYIH H TPOMKO Kapkakd Iepex
TeM, KaK CecTh Ha JepeBbsi, DJH3HICA moaxeHb, U ciaalniit BeTepox
He cnacad oT xapu. Ilox nepeBbaMu GHVIO NMPOXJafHee: CKBO3Db
NJIOTHYIG JHCTBY Oepes H AyGOB NPOGHBaJHCL JIHIIL PEAKHE COJ-
HeuHwle JYYH. Te, KOTODRIM 3TC YA3aBajoCh, BeCeJO HPHTadH 10
TpeM TejiaM, HEMOABUIKHO JIeXKABLIUM B NPHMSTOMN Tpage.

Haxe Moryuas cuna XepujJaka Oniia Ha ucxofe. Ero paHsl oT-
KPBIHCh, M KPOBb 3aiuBajta AHuo, OH Jiexaa Ha CndHe, 3aKPLIB
rJasa, u TSKeNO Abliiall. .
Huneny Jgexana HanpOTHB HEro, LWHPOKO PACKPHIB PoT, UYTOOH
OCTBHITh OC]E A0ATOro Gera.

KeppHk He OB YTOMJIEH, H NOTOMY oTAaBaj cefe OTUET, YTO CAY-
YUJIOCh U TAE OHH HaXOAuTCA: Cpeld NPEAropust, Hepaqaeko or depe-
ra. OHE MOIAM ABHraTLCs, MOKa ABuranach HMuseHy, a Korxa ona
3aI114T4J4Ch H OCTAHOBHJACh, XePHJAK TOXE CBAJBJCH Ha 3EMJIO.
3a ppems noJaroro fera maHunka Keppuka npouia, CMeRHBIUHCH
yOUHCTBEHHBIM CTPAXOM.

Urto oR Hanenan?

BrpoueM, OH OT/IHYHO 3HAJ OTBET HA 3TOT Bolpoc. ¥6uB Diicran,
OH YHAUTOXKHR camoro ceBg. Ceilyac, kKorza Bce OBUIO [03ajH,
OH He MOr TMOHATb, YTO 3aCTABHJC €r¢ COBEepIINTb 3TOT 0e3yMHHK
noctynok. OQBEM yAapoM KOUbS OH pazopraj Bce Y3bl, COCIHHAB-
e ero ¢ HiMaHaMu, U OpOTHBONOCTaBUA cebf uM. JKH3Hb, KO-
TOPY®X OH BCJ, 3aKOHYHNACH €O CMepThio Baduru, Ou umkorga He
CMO3KET BepHYThcsl K yacOcTBaM AJipnecaka, K JIeTKOH KHU3HH, KO-
TOpYI0 Bea Tam. Bmepean ero xpana nycrota. COEPOTHYBLIHCH OT
3TOH MEICAH, OH [OBEpPHYJCH ¥ [OCMOTpea Ha ckJoH. Hukaxoro
neukenus. Hukaxoro mamexa na noroHwo. [Joxa Her, Ho oHa OyjeT,
obszatesibiio Oyper. YOuiue DiicTan He MO3BOMAT YHTH Oeailaka-
34HHO.

Ja, BosBpatra He 610, OH CTal H3FNaHHUKOM, HHIZHOM CpeaH
yerosoy. Heli-1o0 roJoc npepBasNl ero pas3MBIIJIEHHS, H OPOILIG
HEKOTOPOE BPEMS, TpeK e UeM OH MOHAJ, 0 YeM TOT TOBOPHT.

— Tut Bee chettan xopoito, Keppuk, 310 6bl OTIHUNBH YAap, T
vOHJ 0JHOTO W3 HX KOMaHAHPOB.

— He npocro komaumupa,— GecuseTHbiM TOJIOCOM cKadan Kep-
puk. — I'mapy ropojaa, caMmMajiapa ropoja.

— 3710 ewe ayywe!

— Jlyuwe? Ee cMepTb 03HauaeT MO0 CMEDPTE.

— Ee? 3rtor GesobpasHelli Mapar —caMka? B 3To TpyAHO noBe-
DHTE.

— Onu Bce caMkd. CaMmusl cojepixKaTes OTHAENbHO, B APYroM Me-
cre. ,
Xepunak NPHIOAHAACA Ha JOKTe M XOJOAHO B3TAsHya Ha HH-
JIeHy.
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— J3HauHT, OHA TOXKE CaMKa? — CIPOCHJ] OH,

— Jla, Kax u Bce,

— [ait mHe konbe. ITycts ux §yjer Ha oaHY MeHbIIe,

— Her!

Keppnk oTHepsysn Xomnbe npexje, vyeM najblbl Xepu/aka HailJIH
€ro.

— Tonvko ne HHaeny! Oxa Ge3spefHa ¥ TAKOH Ke ILICHHUE, Kax
1. Tul He yObelln ee,

— ITouemy? Paspe He TakHe, KaK OHa, BEIPE3aJH BCK MOIO CaM-
Majf, BClo, A0 eAHHOro uyejopBeka? Hai Mue xouwe. I y6pio ee, H
TH Gyaemb cBofozeH. Heyxenu Tel paccuuThiBaellb JaNeKO YHTU
C TAKHM TPY30M?

— Tol He TIpHYHHHIUL eff BpeAa, ACHO?

Keppruk caMm OB yAHBJAEH TEMJAQTOM CBOHX YYBCTB K Huneny.,
Ilpexxne ona HuYero He 3Haum/ia AJAS HEro, H OH BOCOPHHMMan
ec Kak NoMexy cBoHM nepeasimxkenussm. Ho cefiuac ee mpucytcr-
BHE OBIJIO YeM-TO YCIIOKAHBAIOLINM.

— Ecnu He xouenln y6uBaTh €e, fNepepexs MOBOXOK HAKOHETHHKOM
KOilbH,

— Ero nenn3s nepepeaars. CMOTpH, Kpai KaMHsi jaxe He napa-
naer ero.— On GeaycnemiEe BOAHA OCTPHEM NO TJIAAKOK H TBEp-
A0H HNOBEPXHOCTH oweifHHKa. — HexoTophle u3 rBoelt camman ybe-
XKaaH,— nponoakan KeppHK, crapasch OTBJIeUbL BHHMAHHe XepHu-
Jgaka ot Uuaeny.

— Th 3Haewb, KTO OHH H CKOJNBKO HX?

— Her. Toaeko 10, 4T0 HECKOABKO cBexKao.

— Mteue HyxHO noaymatb. Kto 6b 0HH HH OBLIM, OHH He OOHAYT
Janbuie Ka IoT, d BEPHYTCH TYXa, TAe Mbl OBLLAH NPOLLIOH HOTBKD.
Hyxuo & Ham waTtH Tyaa xKe.— OH B3rasanynx Ha KeppHka. — 3a
HaMI €CThb IIOTOHS?

— He aymamp, uto6n KTo-EHOYAb H3 HHJaH BHjea Halle Gercrso,
Ho onn nprayr. Onu xopolune caeJoNHTH H He MNO3BOJAT MHe
YHTH NOCJe TOro, YTo A clesal.

— Tbl TpeBoXKHHIbcA 6e3 UPHYHHEI: NOKA OHH elle He MPHOLIH.
Ho Mbl He 6yjgeM B §e30macHOCTH IO TeX Iop, MOKA He yijeM Ha
JNOCTAaTOYHO® DAaccTOAHHE OT 3Toro Gepera.— XepHJaak MNOAHAJICH,
06Tep 3acoXwyic KpPoBb W orasiencs.— Mbl nofgeM Ha cesep,
nepeceyem rpefenb ropel U BHiZeM K peke,

Bcio ocraBilyiocs wacTe AH OHH MEAJEHHO ABHTANHCh K rOpaM,
cinepys 3a xpomaswnm Xepuiakom. Boing B 3apoculyio Tpasoit
HOJHHY, TOT BAPYT OCTAHOBUJICA H IPHHIOXAJCS.

— OuneHb,~ ckaszan oH.— Hawm pyxua nnwa. He aymaw, uro 34
HAMH rOHSITCsI, HO Aaxe CCAH H TdK, MBI BC€ PABHO HC JOJIKHEI
ynyckaTb caydast. Tel IPHHECEIIb XOpolyo 10619y, Keppuk.
KeppHK B3r/sdys Ha KONbe, IPHKHALIBASK €ro Bec,

— {1 He 6pocan Konmbe ¢ Tex 10P, Kak OBlI MaJbyHKOM, ¥ MeHs
ceyac He MONYYHTCS.

— 310 BepHeTCs.
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— Ho ne ceroguga. A kax th, Xepunax? ¥ re6s XBaTHUT CHA?

Ou NMpoTSHYA kKolibe, ¥ XepHJIaK CXBATHI €T0.

— Korna y meHS He XBaTHT cHJ AJf OXOTH, g yMpy. Mamtek pe-
KE U XKJAHTE, 1 CKOPO BepHYCL.

Ou BHINpSAMRJICS, AEP&Ka B pyKe KOIbE, a 3aTe€M GHCTPO H GeciiyM-
HO Wcue3 H3 BHAY. KeppHK NMOBEpHYACs H HAIPABHICA K peKe, rhe
AOCHITA HAMUJCH, 4 3aT€M IJIeCHYJd HeCKOJbKO NPHIOPHIHEH BOXHI
Ha cBoe moTHOoe TeNo, MHAeHy BcTana Ha XOJEHH M IIYMRO BCach-
BaJa BOLY.

KeppHk NMo3aBHAOBaJ ee CIOKOKCTBHIO H paBHOAywwio. HapepHoe.
NPUATHO BHTL NIYHOH.

Keppuk 3ran, urd oH ocTasua 3a cobol, Ho 6yayulec GHAO MU
Hero TeMHO. CMOKeT JIH OH XHTBb BIAJHU OT ropoja, Beib OH HHUErc
He 3HaeT 06 3ToM rpyGoM CyulecTBOBaHHH. JeTCkHe BOCMOMHHAHHA
TYyT Be roadanck. OH gaxe He MOr OPOCHThL KONhe.

— Winassl mayt,— ckaszana papyr Wuneny, u Keppuk, Hcnyran-
HO BCKOYWB HA HOTH, METHYJNCH B KycThi. OAHAaKo cTpax ero Oba
HanpacHBIM: U3 KYCTOB BHIea XepuJidK, Ha NJlede KOTOPOTO BHCEN
OJICHD.

Keppux rHeBHo noBepHydcs K HHieHy, HO TyT Xe DOHAI, YTO OHA
HY B ueM He suHosaTa. Jns WUnneny Bce, XKTO ropopu, SHLIIR Hfi-
JaHHL, ¥ Ceflyac OHa HMEJa B BHAY TOABKO TO, UTO KTG-TO HMJET.

— I Bumen Mypry,— cxaszan Xepunax, u ctpax Keppaxa Bepryn-
ca.— ORu 6blIH B coceflHed JIOJMEE M BO3BPAMIAIOTCH K MOPIO.
Jymato, oHE noTepasu Haw ¢aed. A cefizac mbl OyaeM ecTs,
[Tonb3ysach KombeM, OH BEINOTPOIIMJ €IIe TENJIOTO OJeHd, H To-
CKOJIBKY ¥ HHX He GBIO OTHS, CHavaljla BHpe3aj] ero neueHb, pas-
NRENUJ ee NONoJaAaM ¥ NOJOBHHY NpoTaHya KeppHky.

— $1 ue ronopeH,— ckasaa Keppuk, rasing Ha CHpoH, KpoBoTOYa-
HIHH KYCOK,

— Tlpomy Tebs1, He oTKasHBalics.

JInuo Wuneny 6su1o mOBEpHYTO B CTOPOHY, HO €e IJ1a3 CJejHJ 33
KaXIHM IBHKeHHeM XepHJiaka. TOT 3aMeTHA 3TO H CHPOCHI:

— OmHa ecT MfACO?

Keppuk yasiGHygCcs Bonpocy ¥ npHkasanl ViRJeHY OTKPHTB POT.
Unneny cnenana 910, ¥ XepHnak yBHAEN [acTh, MOJNYI0 61€CTd-
HX 3y60B.

— Ja, ona ecr Msco. HakopMurts ee?

— Koneuro,

Xepusak 060Apan WKYPy ¢ TepefHell HOTH OJeHs, Bupesan 60ab-
IOH KYCOK M nepexan ero KeppHky. .

— Halt eit caM. MHe He HpaBsTCA ee 3y0ol.

— HRaeny 6esobugna. 1o npocto raynas ¢apru.

HNHneHy cOMKHYJaa Mafblbl BOKPYr KYyCKa MfCa H DPHHAIACH MeA-
JIEBHO KEBATh €ro, TYNO AL KYRa-TO BAalb.

— Kak TH HasBaa ee? — nepecnpocua Xepunax.

— ®apru. 9 He Mory OOLACHHTB, YTO 3HAUHT 3TO ¢A0BO. HYTO-TO
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BPOJie CYLIeCTBa, KOTOPOE YUYMTCA TOBOPHTb, HO Y HErO 3T0 ILIOXO
noJy4aercs.

— Tu Toxe dapru?

— Her! — ockop6uacs Keppuk. — f — uiinan, 10 ectb Boofiuze-to
s TaHy, HO TOBOPX, Kak uitnau. M mosToMy NpHUMCISN cebd K HAM,
ITPUUMCJIAI.

— A K2k Bce 3T0 npoH30UL10? Tel MOMHHIUL?

— Celtuac na, RO JIOATOE BPeMsA HE MQT BCIOMHEHTE.

Ero ronoc mpepriBascs, KOra OH BIEPBBlEe Hayad BCAYX paccka-
3BIBATb O TOM, YTO NPOH3OWIO ¢ cammaj Amaxacta. Pesus ua Ge-
pery, mjleH, CTPax Heus3OexHOH CMEPTH H HEOKHAAHHAS fepelblll-
ka.. Jlo#as A0 3TOro Mecra, OH 3aMOJ9aJ, IIOTOMY 4TO CJAOBaMH
HeAb3s ObLIO OMMCATL ero JKH3Hb 34 TrOAsl, MPOUIeNINye ¢ TOro
JHA.

Xepusak ToX€ MOJ4al, CTAPaAchb MOHATh, YTO CAYUHJIOCH ¢ MAalb-
YHKOM KeppHKOM, KOTODHI YXHTPHJCH OCTATLCS B MKHBHIX, Korja
BCe OCTaJbHBle MOTHOAHM, ENMHCTBEHHBIH BBIXKHBIIHEA, Kax-TO Cy-
MeBLIMH NOTOBOPHTLCH ¢ Mypry. HayuuBuiuiics #X SSHKY, OH GHJA
CIHIIKOM [OXO0X Ha HUX, XOTH U HE OCO3HABaJ '3TOro. PasroBapH-
Baf, OH TO U JeJO Aeprajcs TeJOM, a 3aKOHYHB, CHJIEN HeNOIBHIK-
Ho. UTo-TO OHM TaM clenand ¢ HEM, M mOTOM 3Ta CyMKa M3 KOXH,
Nnoxoxci #a erc coOCTBEHHYIO.. 1yT Mblcnu XepHNaKa lpepBaf
FPOMKHI BCIIJIECK BOIBL.

KeppHx ToXe yeaspian ero ¥ noGaeIHes] OT CTpaxa.

— OHu Hamax gac. ¥ norub..,

Xepujax cpenajt eMy 3HAK 3aMoJiuaTh, CXBaTdJ KONbe U INOBEp-
Hyacsa K Bode, M3 kycroB, pocuinx Ha Gepery, DOABHICA YeNOBeK,
H XepHJIAK OIIYCTHI KONbe,

— 370 OpTHap,— CKa3aJ OH H OKJHKHYJ OXOTHHKA.

OptHap 3amep Ha MecTe, MOTOM, YBHAEB HX, pacchabuacs. On Gua
3J0pPOBO H3MOTAaH M, HANPABJSAACK K HAM, ONKpaJicH Ha Konse. Tob-
Ko nonokas Oauke, oH ysugen Vuaemy U, NODHAB KONbE, XOTE
METHYTb erc, HO OCTaHOBUJCS, YCARIIAR rosoc Xepujaka:

— Cro#i! D1oT Mapar nnewvux, TEH OAUH?

— Ha...— OH OCTaHOBHJCH H TAXKENO ONYCTHJACH Ha 3eMJI0, TO-
JIOXHB PAAOM JYK H nyctodt kondak, — Co muoit 6wt Teurec, 1 Mul
OXOTHJAHCh, KOrja Ha Hac Hamaau Mmypry. Mer cpamanncs, HOKa
y Hac ObIIM CTPeAsl, a MOTOM OHHM NOAOLLIH K Had CO CBOHMH CMcp-
TOHOCHBIMH NaJKaMH, H MBl HHUEro He MOLH cAexaTh. Bce, KpoMe
Hac, OB yXe MEePTBH, H fi XOTeJ YXOAHTb, Ho Tenrec Konedancs
H 6exan HeaocTaTouHo OblcTpo. OHE npeciefoBaldn Hac, H OH
rioBepHya ofpaTHO, a notoMm ynahd., $ ocra’acs OnMH.. A celfuac
CKaXH MHe, 4TO 3TO 32 CYLIECTBO?

— 1 He cyuiecTBO, 1 — TaHy,— rHeBHO cka3an Keppuk.

— He ouenb-10 noxoxe, Hu BoJIOC, HH KOmbs... COBAMHEH C 3THM
MaparoM...

— 3amonuu,— npukazan Xepuaak, —Ito Keppuk, ¢hu Awmaxa-
cra. Ero MaTth Gpina moedt cectpoil. OH 6B B MJEHY ¥ MYPTY.
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OpTHap notep AUUC PYKOH.

— $1 moroponica co caoBamu. Ceroans Gbi1 geHb cMepTH... Sl —
OprHap, u 7 npuseTcTBYI0 Tebsi, — Ero JuMuo HcKasuwaoch B Mpay-
Hot rpuMace.— Jlo6po NOXKadaoBaTh B caMMaX XepHJaKa, XoTd
H HECKOJNBKO MaJiouHc/aeRnyio, — OH B3MJIAHYJ Ha TeMHeEmllee He-
60. — CeroaHs HOUBIO TaM MOSBUTCS MHOTC HOBBIX 3Be3l.

ConHite OBlJi0 yXKe HH3KO, H BO3IYX Ha 5Tofl BbicoTe OB XOJO0I-
HuM. Muaenay otnoxuna B ¢TOPOHY OGFIOAAHHYI0 KOCTh K B3rJifA-
nysa ua Keppuka.

— I[lo3BOAb YHUIKEHHO CNPOCHTD, TAe MJIaIH?

— Ilaaweh Her, Unneny.

— Mue xon04Ho.

KeppHk ToXe Apoxal, Ho He 0T XoJ0]a.

— 51 Huuero He Mmory caenats, lHaeRy, coBceM HHUeErO..,

Huneny yMepJsa HOYBIO.

Kepprx npocHyJcsa Ha paccsere, Apoxa oT xonola. Ha rtpase
CBEpKalM KalJM pOChl, Haj pekoll aybuancs rymaH. Koraa om
noBepHyJca K HHjieHy, To yBRIAeJ, UTO €€ DOT IIHPOKO OTKPHIT,
2 rJ1a3a ¢J1eno CMOTPAT B OAHY TOYKY. :

Xonox, nogyMan oH. OHa yMepJia OT XOJ0AA.

3areM OH yBUAe] JYXKULY KPOBH MOAX ee rojosol. OcTpHe Xoubd
npo6uno Wuaeny ropsao, y6us Ha Mecre. Kto Xe cmenan 370?
XepuJax ee crnaj, Ho raasa OpTHapa OblIH OTKPBITHL H XOAGAHO
CMOTpENH Ha Hero,

-— Y6uiiua! — xpukHyn KeppHK, RCKakHBasi Ha HOTH. — T y6HJ
9T0 Ge3BPEAHOE XKHBOTHOE, NIOKA OHO CHIAJO.

— $1 y6un mapara,— Harao OTBETHX TOT,— & 3T0 Bcerjaa 6njio Xo-
POUINM TOCTYNKOM.

Jpoxa or rHeBa, KeppHk NPOTAHYA PYKY H CXBAaTHJ Konbe Xepu-
naka. OpHaKo NOAHATHL €ro O He ycmesd: 60JbluoH OXOTHHK Kpen-
KO B35JICH 33 APEBKO.

— CymecTBo MepTBO,— CKa3aj XepHJakK,—H TyT HHYErc He moge-
Aaewtb. OHa Bce paBHO CKOPO ymepJa OB OT X0J0Ja.

KeppHk nepectan AepraTb Konmbe W BAPYr mpuirhyn kK OpTHapy,
CXBaTHJ €ro 3a TOPJIO H Hauasi JAywuTts. OpPTH2p H3BHBAACH TON
HHM H OLIyNbi0 HCKad Konbe, Ho KeppHK NMpHXasJ PYKY MYXKYHHEI
K 3emiie. OxoTHUK ¢1abo COnpoTHBAsJICH, llapanas cnuHy KeppHka
c80000HOH DYKGH, HO B rHeBe TOT BHYEro He YyYBCTBOBAJ.

Haseproe, Keppuk sagymnn 6n1 OpTHapa, ecan 6B e BMewanacs
Xepuirak. OH puenH/ics B 3ansicTbsd KeppHka CBOMMHM py4YHILaMU
B pasBex nx B cTopoHb. OpTHap xBaTasJ BO3AyX IIMPOKO OTKPHI-
THIM PTOM, HO He MOr OTIbIATsCH, [IOTOM OH 3acTOHAN H CTal
OIIyNHBaTh CBoe NomsiToe ropso. Caenol rHes Keppuka npomiern,
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H, KaK TONbKO OH TIepecTasJ BHPBIBAThCH, XEPHAaK OTIYCTHA
¢cro.

— Tany se ybupan taHuy,— npousuec 601bUIOH OXOTHHK.

Keppuk xoTea GHIC BO3pas3HTh, HO npoMoadan, Muneny MepTra,
H CMEpPTh ee yOuHLL HHuero H¢ HaMmeHusaa Oh. K tomy ke Xepu-
JaK NpaB: 3HMa Bce paBHO yfunia Obl ee. KeppHK cea psaoM C He-
NOABHXHHM TeJOM H NOCMOTpes Ha cosHue. KeM ona 6nuta aud
Hero? Ilpocro raymoii dapry, Bcerila 4 Be3ge XoAusumeh 3a HUM?
€ ee cmepTbio ofopBanach MOCHEAHNT HHTh, CBH3IKBABWIAN €r0
¢ AnsnecakoM. OQH CHOBa €Tajl TAHY M KOAMKeH 3a0HTh, YTO KOTAA-
TO 6L HHJIAHOM.

W TyT OH 0CO3HaM, 4TC NO-NpexHeMy cBs3aH ¢ HHueHy rubGxum
NMOBOAKOM, Nepepesars KOTOPHIE HeBO3MOXHO. BMecte ¢ »10f
MBICBIO TIDHULIO TOHWMa&HHE TOrD, 4TO €CTh JHUIL OfRH Ccnocob
oceoGozuroesi. Keppuk uenyraHao BarasHya Ha Xepunaxa, Cawm-
MaAap NOHHMAlOne KHBHYJL.

— 1 caenaw Bce, wTo HyXHO. OTBepHHCh, YTOOH HE BHAETh
3TOTO. .

Keppuk oTBepnysicss K peKe, HO OTYUETJIHBO CJAHINAMA BCe, YTO NPo-
HCXOHHMA0 y Hero 3a cnHHoi. Tem Bpemenem Opruap npuiues B cebs
H, CHOTHIKAsCh, CIYCTHACH K peuke OOMBITL AMUO # wew. YUrolw
3alYWHTh CTPAalIHble 3BYKH, KeppHK Hauasl BHIKDHKHBaTb B €r0
agpec paszHble OCKOpOJIeHns. .

Bckope Bce koHuuaoch. Ilpexae uwem noxars Keppuky omefinupx,
XepHuaak BeiTep €ro 0 TPasy, a TOT TOPOMAHBO HANMPABWJICA K BOJE,
rae Aodro Mba ero. Korpa omeidnHk crana uucrteM, KeppHK Basn
ero ofeMMH PyKaMH M MOWIET TIO CKJIOHY BAOAL §epera, He xenas
BHJETb TOro, 4TO JI€XKaJa0 NO3ajH.

Yenwlas mward OXOTHHKOB, OB GHICTDO OGEpHYACH: eMy He XoTe-
JA0Ch OHITL YOUTHM C3alH.

— Ou xouer Tebe YTO-TO CKa3aTb,— IPOU3HEC XEpHaaK, BBLITOJK-
nys Brepef OpTHapa. Ha nuue Manenpkoro oXoTHHKa 3acThliia He-
HaBHCTb, H OH TO H AeNo mnpHkacajics K ropay. lonoc ero Gwun
XPHUIJIBIM,

— DBosmoxno, a1 owubes, yous Mapara, HO 1 He JKaleio, UTO clie-
aan 310. CaMMagap npHKaszaa MHe TOBOPHTb ¢ TOGOH, ¥ BOT 4TO H
CKaXy: Thl NbITajdcad yOuTh MeHS, YyXK4K, a 3TO HeJerko 3alLiTs,
HO TBOA CBfI3b ¢ MaparoM OHJIA CHJbHEe, 4eM s JyMaX, [o-
3TOMY s TOBOpIO no 206poi BoJie, UTO TBOeH CNKBHE HezaueM GOSThb-
€Al MOETo Konbda. A YTO CKaXKellb TH?

O6a oxotHHxa cMOTpeaH Ha -Keppuka, ¥ OH NOHRJ, YTO DPEILHTH
BCE HYXHO HMeHHO cefitac. HMHieHy ymepaa, H HHYTO HE MOLJO
BEPHYTb €H xu3Hb. KpoMe Toro, o MOHHMAan XOJOZHYI0 HEHABHCTb
OpTHapa nocjie YHAUTOXEeHHS BCel caMMaz.

— TBoelt cnuHe He TPO3HT Moe Konke, OpTHap,—otBeTHa Kep-
PHK.

— U ne 6ynem Goanle roBopHTH 06 3TOM,— BAACTHO cKaszal Xe-
puaak. — OpTHApP, TH TNOHECeIb TYUIYy OJACHS, CerOAHA HOYbID M
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goGyneM oro#b H Xopowo noeium. Ilofijere BABOEM, HOpOrY TH
3Haeuwib. [lpkBan B no/zenb, TOrfa ke §1 M NPHCOGAHRIOCh K BaM.
A noka s BHACHIO, He HAYT JIX 3a HAMH MYPTYy.

HekoTopoe BpeMda ABoe MYMUMH IIJH Monya, Tpona 6blia XOPoOILo
BHAHA ¥ Bela MOUYTH ZO KOHIA AOJUHH. OpTHAp TAXEJN0 ABILIAJ
TOJ CBoeil Howel B, Koria OHH IOWH [J0 MEAJEHHO TeKyHIero
PYYbsl, B3MOJHJICH:

— Hewmnoro nonsio, uyxak! [Totom no#taem panblie,

Ou Gpocua oJiens Ha 3eMJI0 M NOrpysud Juuo B Boay. Korga Opr-
Hap HaMHACA H OTACXHyJ, Keppuk ofpatuics K HemMy ¢ BONpO-
coM: .
— Menus soByr Keppuk, cbiH AMaxacTta. MoxeT, Thl HaxOAH1llb, 4TO
9TC CAKUIKOM THIKENO 3aNOMHHTD?

— Mup, Keppux. Moe ropio ellle §OoJHT nocse CTHYKH ¢ ToGoH.
$1 He xotesxr TebA OCKOPOHTH, HO TH BHIVIAAHLIL OYEHb CTPAHHO.
BmecTto 6opoAs B BoROC y Telst TONbLKO LIETHHA.

— Co BpeMeHeM OHU BHpacTyT. — KeppHK notep cBoe JHUO.

— Jla, HaBepHOe, 3TO BHIJISAMT CTPAHHO TOJbXKO cefivac. Ho xons-
1O Ha yiee, mOUeMY THl He CHHMeb ero?

— Tloxanyhcra, nonpoGy#. — Keppux NPOTAHYN €My KOJBIO, KO-
TOpoe Hec, W yAmOHyJAcs, korda OpTHap GesycreniHo MNONMRTAJCH
pachuAWTh NPO3PaYHLIi MOBOJOK OCTPBIM KpaeM HaKOHEUHKKA
KOIbS.

— On rnaaxui ¥ rubKHE, HO 51 HEe MOTY pa3pe3arth €ro.

— H#aaHW MmHOroe genawTrT H3 TOro, uTO Mbl He yMeeMm. Ecan 1
pacckaxy Tebe, KaK 3T0 GHUIO CeNaHO, TH He [OBEPHIUbL MHE.

— Tu 3Haems uXx cekperbl? Hy KOHEYHO, THI JIOJIKEH HX 3HATH.
PaccKkaXH MHe 0 CMEPTOHOCHBIX NafkaX. Mel 3axBaThad OAHy, HO
HHYEr0 He CMOIVIM ¢ Hefi ciesaTh. B KoOHUe KOHUOB OHA Hauanla
BOHSTb, H XKOTNa MH PA3pPe3aJH ee, TO OKa3aJoch, YTO 3TO K2aKQe-TO
MepTBOE JKUBOTHOE.

— 3To cymwecTso HasbiBaeTcsl xecoTcaH. Kak u Jjiofoe APYroc Kn-
BOTHOE, ero HyXHO KOPMHTL, UTOGH OHO He yMepJo. B oupemencH-
HOM MecTe BCTaBAsiellb B Hero ADOTHE, W, KOTAa HaXHMaeiib co-
OTBETCTBYIOIIHM 00Pa3OM, TOT C CHJIOH BLIIETAET.

Yeniocrs OprHapa OTBHCJIA, KOTAZ OH MOMNBITAJNCH OCMBICJHKTE
3TO.

— Kaxk 3710o? 'te BogdaTCH TaKUE XKHBOTHHIE?

— Huarae. 3to cexper Mypry. §1 Buen, 4TO OHH JAeNaKT, HO He
MOry OObsiCHUTE K a K. OHH MOTYT feJaTh C KHBOTHBIMH CTpPaHHbIE
BEIIM, JTO TPYAHO OGBACHKTE,

— H eiue Tpynnee noHsTh, OZHaKO HaM mopa MATH. Tenepb TBOA
ouepellb HECTH OJIEHS.

— Xepuaak IPHKa3alN HeCTH oJyeHs Tebe.

— Jla, Ho Beab TH GyAeib IOMOraTh €CTh ero.

OptHap yaubuyscs, roBopa 57c, H, HECMOTPS Ha 3J0CTb, KeppHK
OTBETHJI eMy YAHOKoH.
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— Xopowo, 1asait ero cioga. Ho moTom Th BosbMelrs ero o6pat-
Ho. Kaxerca, Xepuaak roBopud, yto y Hac 6yAeT OroHn?

ITpn BOCIMOMHHAHHHM 06 3TOM €ro pPOT HaNOAHHJACS BAPYr CAlO-
HOH.

— Topauee Msaco... 51 coBceM 3a0H4, YTO 3TO Takoe.

— 3HauHT, MYPry eLST MsicOo CHpBIM? — cnpocua OpTHap, KOraa
OHH CHOBA BHILIVIM lla TPOTYy.

— Her. To ectb, ¥ a2 ¥ Her. OHH KakKuM-TO 00pa3oM pa3MArsaiT
ero. :
— A nodeMy oHH NPOCTO He MOAKAPSAT ero?

— Tloromy...— KeppHK BApPYr ocranoBuics. — [loToMy 4TO Yy HEX
HeT OTHA. 5l TOARKO cedyac moHAN 3TO. § Beeraa CYHTAN, YTO OTOHb
HM He HYXeH, MOTOMY 9YTO TaM, TAe OHH XHBYT, BCErAa Temno.
A no HoyaM, Korja GblI0 XONOAHO, WM B CHpHE AHH"MH HAaKH-
ABIBAJK CHEHHANbHLIE Telase MIamgH.

— IlIgypn? MexoBble HaKHAKU?

— Her, »xupble cyumecTna, BLASTAIOWAE TEANO,

— 3ByuHT OTBpaTuTedbHO. UeMm 6Gojplue i CABIY O MYpry, TeM
Gohpwe HeHaBHXKy HX. He NonHMaw, Xak Th CMOT BHUXHTbH CPELR
HEX?

— V¥ MeHsa He 6bL10 BHIGCpa,— MpayHo oTBeTHa KeppHK.

XepHiraK NMPHCOSAHHUJICA K HHM BCKOpe IOcC/e TOro, KaK OHH J0-
CTHTIH MECTA CTOSHKH. )

— 3a Hamu HEKOTO HeT. OHH DOBEPHYJIH 06paTHO.

— A cefiyac MB GyaeM TOTOBHTL Msico,— cKaszaii OpTHap ¥ npR-
uMoxHysn ryGamu. — Ho s 6b upepnouen, yto6bl Mul TIpHHECHH
OTOHb ¢ COGOH.

2TH cnoBa 3acTaBHAH Keppuka BCIOMHATH ZaBHO 3a6HTOE.

— Korna-ro ¥ s Xxpasua OroEb Ha HOCY JIOAKH.

— JTo 3aHATHe AN MajhyHKa,— cKasaa Xepmaak.— Kak oxor-
HHK, Thl JOJIXKEH HMeTh CBOM co6cTBeNHBT OroHb, TH 3Haeillh, Kak
3TO Keaaercd?

— Kaxerca, s puzen, Ho Bce 3a6n1. 310 OHAC CARIIKOM
JIaBHO.

— Torna cMoTpk ¥ yunch, Tenep, Thl Taly ¥ JIOAMKEH yMeTb Ta-
KHE Beilln, ecly xouellb OBITL OXOTHHKOM, .

DTo GBI MeAJeHHME npouecc. Xepuldak NpHHec BETBb CYXOFo, Ae-
peBa H OTJIOMHJ OT Hee yacth. Iloxa or menan 370, OpTHap yray-
Oniaca B Jec H CKOPO BepHyJCA ¢ He6OABIIEM KYCKOM TPyXJSBOrO
Aep€eBa, KOTOpOe Pas3MsAJ M DACTONOK B OPOILOK.

Koraa nofroroBka Obisia 3akoHueHa, Xepuaax cell Ha 3eMJio, ycTa-
HOBUJI MJIOCKHH KYCOK NepeBa HENOABHIKHO, 32)KaB €ro HOTaMA, W
34XJeCTHYJ TETHBY oT ayka OpTHapa BOKpYr 00CTPyraHHofl majxH.
3aTeM OH BCTABHJ KOHell MaJKH B OTBEPCTHE ¥ Kaual Jeprarb JAyK
B3aA-BlIepeA, TaK 4To NaJKa Hawaqa Bpamartbes. Korga Xepraak
BepTen nadky, OpTHap HocTeneHHO MOACHINAN B OTBEPCTHE ApeBec-
el nopomok. [Tokaszanace ToHkasg cTpyfika AbIMa, NOTOM HC-
yesJia,
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Korga Xepuaax caenan BTOPYIO NMOMHTKY, noKasaicss HeOONbWIOR
A3bIYOK NaMeHH, OXOTHHKM TYT Ke NpPHHANACH NOJCHMaTh Ape-
BECHYK [ELIL H OCTOPOXKHG ILYTh Ha OTOHEK, 3aKpPHiBas €ro DyKa-
My, Passens Goabuion KocTep, OHH XajlH ApPOBAM NpOroperh K pas-
POBHsIH el Mualowne yrid, Ha 5TH yrE OXOTHHKH TNOJOXKHIH
cEpoe Msco, H cKopo Keppuk BIOXHYJ RaBHO 3a0biThIHA 3anax.
O6xurag nanbUbl, OHU OTpe3ajH OOJBIIHE KYCKH H €/H, NOKa HX
JKIA He MOKPHAMCH KHpoM H NoToM. OTAOXHYB, €nH CHOBA H
cHoBa. KeppHuk He NOMEUJ, 4TO6B OH KOTAA-HHOYAb TaK eJl.

ST1ok HOYLIO OHM CNaJH, BHITSIHYB HOTH K OrHi0. Brnepsoie ¢ Hauaaa
ux GerctBa Keppuk Own cnokoeH u uyBcTBoBaj cebs B Oesomac-
HocTH. VIX REKTO He mpechenoBan. M He yrpoxanu.

He yrpoxaau? Ho sosmoxHo au sTo? Beasr OH 3Haj, kak 0es-
JKaJOCTHBl HX BpParH M KaK OHH CHJIbHH. Pentopbl HaWAyT KaX-
poro Tany B q06oli ponnxe. OHH HukorAa He 6yxyT B Oe3omacHo-
ctn. BoopyxenHne HiaaHp OYAYT aTAKOBAThb CHOBA M CHOBA, TMOKA
He HOrHGHYT Bce TaHy. ¥6exaTh OT HHX HEBO3MOXKIIO.

A1H Mbica¥ Memwanu KeppHKY NMOrpyauTbcst B CHaCHTeAbHYIO Tay-
6uHy cHa, OH Jexaad u nHabJawaan, KaK Ha BOCTOKE CBETJEeT
nebo,

Haunnancs HOBLIH JeHb — NEPBHI AeHb €0 HOBOH XH3HH.

3

TTocne monaro#t xonpOp HakaHyHe HoTH Keppuka onyxau v Gone.
Cuna Ha COJBIIOM BaJydHe H Ky KVCOK MfACAa, OH OIYCTHJI HX
B IIPOXNAJHYI BOAY pyubsl. XepuJaK 3aMeTHJ, UTO OH JENaeT, H
yKaszal Ha AJHHHUHE Tope3, TAHYBILHHCH Yepe3 BCIO NPaBylO CTYN-
Hio Keppuka.

— Hy>XHO ¢ 3THM YTO-TO CAENATh.

U or u OpThap HOCHJIM MATKHE, HO O4Y€Hb NPOYHbIE MOKaCHHH,
CIUHTHIE H3 CNELHaNbHO BhlAenRaHHoH Koxu. OHM He MoOraM npea-
JOXKHTb Takue xe Keppuky, ogHako Xepulak Koe-UTo {pHAYMaJ.
OH Halen KaMHH, KOTOPHIE MOXHO PaCKOJOTb, H OTOHJ OT HUX Ma-
JeHbKHe OCTPHe Kycku. TeM spemeHeMm OpTHAp CHSJX ¢ OJIGHA WIKY-
py. Packpons ee ¢ NOMOILIBI OCTPHIX KaMliell H OYHCTHB OT Mf-
ca, NpoMblJi B Boje H 06epHya Bokpyr Hor Keppuka.

— Iloxa XBaTHT M 2TOro,— cKazan oH.— K TOMY BpeMeHH Kak
IIKypa 3aTBEPAEET H HAYHET BOHATH, MBI GyAeM J1aJIeKO OTCIOAA.
Kepprk nomo6pad ocTaTKH WKYpH H OGHADYXKMJ, YTO HX XBaTHT,
4roBb 06epHyTh BOKPYr Tanud. OH CHAJ MATKYIO KOXKAaHYIO CYyM-
Ky, KOTOPYIO HOCHJ CTOJLKO JIeT, H ¢ OTBpallleHHeM INBLIPHYJI ee
B Body. [Ipownoe ocranoes nosaau. Teneps on Gbl1 TaHy.

Ho Tyr KepphK BCMOMHEJA, YTO Ha Luee y HEro MHMaHCKHA ouiei-
HHK, KOTODHIH COGAHMHEH C ADYIHM TAakKHM JKe, emie HEeJaBHO IpH-
napnexaswum Huneny. C rHeBOM OH IIBHDHYJA BTOPO€ KOJBLO
Ha Topyall¥ii M3 BOAB KaMeHb W NPHHAACH HEHCTOBO MOJOTHTEL IO
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Hemy npyrim xamHem. Korna raeB mnpowen, KeppHK ocMoTtpen
omelHEK. Ha HeM He ocTasioch Jaxke mapanuHbl,

OprHap, ¢ HATEpecOM CJAEAHBIUHE 3a OPOHCXOAIIHM, NPOTAHYN
PYKY H IOTep IN1aKYIO NOBEPXHOCTh KOJbIlA,

— He pexercs n He uapanaercs. Kpenue, yem kKaMeHb, $1 Hu-
KOT/[1a He BUAes HHYero nmoncOHoro. Boaa He pasmsiruaeT ero?

— Her.

— Jlaxe XHIATOK?

. — 51 mukorja He npoGosaji. Henb3st BCKHNATHTL BOAY 663 OrHS.
[Npouanecss atu caosa, Keppuk BApyr 3amep, IASAsd HA KOJBLO H
THOKHE OBOAOK. 3aTeM OH MeMJIeHHO nepeBes B3MVISIA Ha JBIMA-
urniics Ha 6epery kKocrep.

QOrons,

3To AOJKHC NOAEHCTBOBATS.

OpTHap npocdeiud HanpaBieHHe Barsnsza Keppuka “u pPagoecTHO
34XJ002aJ B JaJOIIH.

— Tlouemy Ont 1 Her? ThHl roBOpHJ, YTO Y Mypry Her orvs. [agafi
nonpofyem.

OXOTBHK B35 CBOOOJAHBIH OUIRHHHK M HOJNOXHI €ro Ha AbiMS-
LEHecs YIVIH. '

Huuero He npouszowno. OpTHap NOKHAJN H OYHCTHUJ OIIEHHHK, IVIaf-
Kasl TIOBEPXHOCTL KOTOpOTO Obuia NO-NpexHeMmy uucta. Torga on
38KCT OT YIVIEH (1aJIKY H MOAHEC X KOJIbLY.

B crnepymoumee MrHOBeHHE OXOTHHK IPOH3HTEIbHO BCKPHKHYJ, INO-
TOMY 4TO OLIEHHHK BCIBIXHYJR OCAENHTENbHO APKHM NJaMeHeM,
Kepprk BHezanmHo ysHAen mHepea cofolt ObIcTpe pacTyilee 06JaKO
uUepHOTO AwiMa U ropsawuil owefinuk, He pasaymusasi, on 6pocuscs
Brepej H NOrpy3HJCsa B BOAY.

Briiina u3 BoAB, 0H OOHApYXKHJ KPacHYK IOJOCY TaM, I'Ae rops-
MM HOBOAOK KacaJcs Tela. KeppHK ¢ yAHBI€HHEM NOTPOras OCra-
TOK NOBOJKA.

OH ¢TOSJ BRUIPSIMHBUIHCL, HE YYBCTBYS OXOTOB, CO3HABas TOJBKO,
YTO OTPOMHBIH Ipy3 cBaNujics ¢ naed, [locnedHss CBs3b ¢ HHJa-
HamMy OGBJIa pa3sopBaHa,

Korga oXOTHUKA HATHpaJH OJleHbHM KupoM oxord Keppuka, Oprt-
Hap yKasal Ha KyCOK MOBOAKa, TOPYamlM¥i #3 OCTaBIIErocs
KOJIbL{A.

— Mb MoxeM c¢Xeyb U ero, TH JsXellb B BOAY Tak, ITOOH TOp-
YaJ TOABLKO 3TOT KOHUHK, & f NPHHECY roJOBeNlKy.

— §1 aymaio, YTO Ha CerojHs AOCTaTOYHO,— OTBeTHA KeppHk, —
[TopoxaeM, Koraa 3aKHBYT OXOTH.

Oux 6haM TOTOBH HATH fAajblile, HO XepHJaK CTOSJ, OMEpIIHCh
Ha KONbe, H IVsijte] TyAa, OTKYla OHH NPHILIH.

— Ecan 6w eme KTo-HUSYAb crnacesl,— CKa3aJl OH,— OHH YXKe NpH-
way. 66l cloga. Ja 71 MBl gocTatouHo Haberajauch, K4K HCIyraHHbe
xexnuue, Cefluac HaM HyKHO 00AyMaTh AanbHeHumui myTb, Pac-
cKaxy mue 0 mypry, Keppuk, Yro onn cefiuac nenawt?

— $I He nonnmamw.

176



-~ OuHu emwe npecneayior Hac? Moxer, xayr Ha Gepery?

— He aymaw. Cxopee Bcero, OHH yxe yuLiH, ¥ BHX ¢ coboil
OuEHb MaJo MAULH, B UM NPHXOAHUTCS MOCTOAHHO OXOTHThes. Lleabio
3KCTIEAHHHH OLIO Zo6paThes CIOA2 H YHHUTOXHTH CaMMaj, a 3a-
TEM BEPHYTHCH.

— 3HauHT, TH [OJaraelib, OHK YUIH?

— IlouyTu HaBepHsKa.

— 3ro xopowo. Toria MH BepHeMcs Ha Geper,

[Ipa 3rux cnosax KeppHx conporuyicst ot cTpaxa.

— OB8H MOTI'YT NOAXKHJATE HAC TaM.

— Tut ke yBepas, YTO OHH YILIH?

— Ho Beagb HaM He3aueM...

— V¥ Hac Bcerc [Ba KOnbsi H OJHH JYK §€3 CTpes,— Pe3Ko npeprasn
ero Xepunak.— Korga nofiier cHer, Mnl nmorufHem. Bce, uro HaMm
HY2KHO, HaXOJUTcs TaM, MEl Bo3BpainaemMcs.

Oum muin 6ricTpo, canmkom 6Gwictpo ajas Keppuka. [as Hero 310
OBJ0 [OXOXe Ha BO3Bpallledue K BepHOH cMmepTH. K cyMepkam
oHH zoOpanuch Ko NpPeAropHil M yBHAenm nepej coboH OeckpaHHHH
OKeaH. _
— OprHap, TH noiAemns Bnepef,— nNpHkasan Xepunak. — Becirywm-
HO M HezameTHo. [IOCMOTPHLIBL, HET JIH TAM MYPLY.

OpTHap TOBepHYJACA H HcYes cpeld jepesbeB. XepHaak noypob-
nee YCTPOHJICH NOZ LepeBOM H Bckope 3acHya. Keppuk Ovl cauu-
KOM paccTpoeH, YTOGH AyMaTh O 4eM-TO APYroM, KpOoMe NOACTepe-
raBmIHX Hx onacHocted. OH cMoTpea Ha fec, U ero BooOpaXkeHue
HAceNso OKPYTy NOAKPANBIBAOMHMHUCK HHAARAMH,

CosHUue BHCENO HaJ TNOPH3OHTOM, KOIJIa BHH3Y NpPOKpHHata NTH-
na. XepHJak TYT 3Ke NPOCHYJCSA H H3Jak OTBeTHHIH KpHK. B kycrax
3aTpellaso, H Ha NoJasHy sRien OpTHap.

— Yman,— BBIOXHYJ OH.

— TH He Moxemb 64T yBEPEH B 9TOM,— B03pa3ua KeppHK.
OpTHaD Npe3puTeNIbHO BITAAHYN HA HEro.

— $1 abcomoTHO yBepeH. Kpyrom OBIIM TONLKO TMOXKHpATENAH Ia-
RXaJ¥, a OHH OYeHb MYNIHBH. — Ero JHUO TOBOPHJIO KpacHOpeYHBee
caoB, On yxasas Ha CTpessl, 3aNOJHSBILNE ero Koauyan. — TaMm ecTo
BCe, YTO HaM HYKHO.

— Mul maeM,— pemns Xepuaak.

Bblsio yxe COBCeM TEMHO, KOTJAd OHM JOCTHIIM MecTa nofouiua.
3anax naganu GblJ y2Ke LOBOJbHO CHJAbHBIM. IIOKa OXOTHHKH HCKa-
JH T0, 4To UM GHJo HyxHo, Keppuk crosi Ha Oepery H cMoOTpeln
Ha Mope, [0 TeX Nop Noka XepHyaaK He OKJHKHYJX ero.

— Knraan Bce ciofia,— CKOMaHIOBaJ caMMmazap.— JT0 IpHHaLjIe-
JXKaJ0 BEJHKHM OXOTHHKAaM H AOJKHO npHHecTH Tefe xopouwee Oy-
Lylee.

Tam Onin MexoBhle 60mmm ¢ KpenKHMH KOXAHBIMH IOJOLIBA-
MM, HakH[ka, NMOSC H Apyras Temnas ONeXKAd. JaunuHoe Kofbe,
erIIKHH JAYK U CTPEJH.
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Ha Gonbuol BoJoKymH XepHJIAaK caedal MaleHsKyl0, KOTOPYIO
OHH CMOraH OB THAHYTb BTPOEM, H 3arpy3usl ee BCeM HEeOOXOIH-
MBIM.

— MoOXBO HATH,— CKa3aJl OH, # TOJOC ero OHJ IleYaJed Kak
. CMepTh. — Myl HuKoOrja se sabyjeM, UTO cCReaAJH 34eCh Mypry.

Onu 1man BClO HOYb, TAlla BOJOKYIIM A0 TeX HOp, HOKA OT ycTa-
JOCTH He Moriu 6oablle caeiaTe HH INAry. YcraJoers Gelia ia-
CTOJIbKO BeJHKa, 4ro Keppuk ymana, rpe Cross, H clalx Zo pac-
CBeTa.

Yrpom XepuJak OTBA3aJ OT BOJOKYIIH MEUIOK ¢ 3KOTA30M, H OHHU
HOT'Py3HAH KHCTH PYK B BOCXHTHT@/NBHYIO CME€Ch CYLIEHHIX OPEXOB
B AroA. Keppuk OHJ eile MaJbYHKOM, KOrZa B NOCJAEAHHR pas
npo6oBasn ee, ¥ AETCKHe BOCICMHHAHHA 3aXBATHAX €ro, KOrja OH
IPHHAJCA CAHSHBAThb 3KOTa3 €O CBOHX majblles. Bee-raku Xopollo
6n1b Tany. Ho eaBa moaymas 310, OH MOYYBCTBOBA/J XKiKEHHE B 00-
nacty noscHuusl, CKUHYB Mexa, Keppux o6Hapyxua, uro xpab-
PHH OXOTHHK, HOCHBIUMM 3Ty OAEXAy AO HEro, KHiueq GJOXaMH.
Tenepp Xu3Wp TaHy He KazaJach IOHOUIe TakoW HpusaATHO#. Ero
cmuHa Gosena OT KECTKON 3eMJAM, a MYCKYJH HBIIH OT HENpepHB-
HHiX ycuar#d. Kpome toro, noaropesiuee H KeCTKOe MACO He rojH-
JIOCh AJif ero HeXHOTO XKEeNYAKa, U OH 3aTOpPOonHaAcHd K GauKaRuiaM
KycTaM.

WsMyveHurlii pBoTOH, OH yBHAeA OJIOXY, NOJA3AIOLIYIO 10 ero ¢6po-
IIeHHOH OfexAe, U pa3faBH] ee MeXay HorraMmu. OH Gha rpszew,
yToMJeH H KHInea OjoxaMH. Uro OH gelaeT 34ech C 3THMH IpA3-
HBIMH ycTo3oy? Ilouemy oH He B AJsbnecake? IlogeMy oH He MOXeT
BepHyThca? BaHHTH yMepiia OT yaAapa KOUbSl, HC KTO B ropofe
3HaeT, YTo HaHec ero oH? HuxTo 3Toro He BHAea. [loueMy GHl eMy
He moATH ofpar#o? Ha Gepery jaBoe OXOTHHKOB BHOBb IDHBS3BI-
BajJH rpy3 K Bosiokyme, OHH MOryr uWATH u Ges mero. Ho jpefict-
BHTEJAbHO JH OH XO4eT BepHyTbcsi B Ajgbnecax? MHorue roinl oH
Medras o nofere m3 ropojga—H BOT oH cBofoxed. DBuio sam 310
TO, K UEMY Ol CTPeMHJCA?P

Keppuk cTOANM MO KOJEHO B XOJOAHOH BOAE H CXHMMaJ KyJaKH.
3a6aydnufl, He NPHHAANEKABIIAA HH K OJHOMY M3 MHPOB, OTBEp-
XKEHHBIE H OLMHOKHI,

Xepuaak OKAHKHYJ €ro, B 3BYK UeRXOBEYECKOTO rojoca pasopBan
uenouyKy MpauHmx Muicieft Keppuka. OH Bbulen xa Geper u Mmen-
JeHHO HATSHYJ CBOI OAeXAY.

— Mu ce#fyac BEIXOAUM,— npenynpenus Xepuiax.

— Kyna mn nanpaeaseMcsi? — cnpocun KeppHK, Bce ewe pas-
pHiBAEMEH TPOTHBOPEYHBHIMH YYBCTBAMH,

— Ha 3aman. HafizeM Apyrux OXOTHHKOB, BePHEMCH H OTOMCTHM
Mypry.

— (HH C/HIIKOM CHIIBHE B MHOTOYHC/CHHEL.

— Hy uro x, Torna s yMmpy, HO yMpy, OTOMCTHB 3THM TBapsM,
YHHYTOXKHBIIHM MO¥ HapoA. 210 OyHeT cMepTh, AOCTOHHAs caM-
Magapa.
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— Xopounx cmeprelt He GusaeT,— Bo3pasua Keppuxk.

Xepusak MoJya B3IVISHYJ HA Hero, ROHSB, BUAMMO, MPOTHBOPEYH-
BHe 4yBCTBA 10HOMHM, [OAH wWIeHa He NPouIH GecclaefHo IJA 3TO-
ro MaJjbunKa, KOTOPHIH TEHEPb CTaJ MYMYHHOM. DTH roAW HeAb3s
IPOCTO BHYEPKHYTH H3 XKH3HH.

Xepuiak MejJesHO NOTSHYJACH K CBoel Iiee, MeANeHHO CHAA Dpe-
MELIOK ¢ HOXKOM H3 HefecHOro Meranaa H NpoTsHyJa ero KeppHKy.
— 3T0 HOX TBOEro OTUA. TW €ro CHH, H y Tebs €CcTh TaKOH XKe,
Ho moMeHblre, Bo3bMH, NYCTh OHH BHCAT Ha TRoef Iiee pAmoM,
Hocu nx n nomHHE o cMeptd oTua u BceH TBoeh cammap. U o ToM,
KTo yb6un ux, Xpanu HEeHaBHCTb B CBOEM Cepile ¥ MM cnocol
OTOMCTHTb.

KeppHux 3akosnebaJcs, 3aTeM NPOTAHYJ DYKY, B3l HOX H Kpernko
ero ¢xKaJd.

On He BepHercss B Auxbnecak, Hukoraa. O A0/MKEH HayuyHThCS
HEHaBHCTH K yOHHIaM CBOETO Hapoja.

Onnako cefigac OH YYBCTBOBAJ TOJbKO CTPAMIHYI0 IMYyCTOTY
BHYTDH.

4

Oxora Gmaa ouyeHb NAOX0H. Yibdaiad BHILen elle HA paccBeTe,
HO IOUTH HHYEro He JOOBUI: eIHHCTBEHHBIH KDOJHK CBHCAal C ero
nosica. JIa w ToT GHA MOJOX H MaJj, €ro Msca eABa XBaTHJIO OH
onHoMy, A uTo Oyzer ecTh BCA ero caMMaa? O Mojowen K Kparo
Jeca M OCTaHOBHJCA Noj GoJablIHM AyOOM, TIASAS HA JAYr nepex
cofoit. Hanblue HATH OH HE CMeN.

Tam 6bliu mypry. OTciona M A0 KOHILA MHDPA, eciH MHP KOHYaJcs
rae-To, GhIM TOABKO 3TH OTBPATHTE/BHEIE H YXKACHBIE CYILECTBA.
HexoTopwe M3 HHX TOAMANMCH B NHILY, H OH OAHAMAH npodosal
MSICO OZHOTO HeGOJBIIOr0 MYpPry ¢ kiawBoM, Ho cmepTs noacre-
perasia OXOTHHKOB, DHCKOBABIIKX BHEIXOAHT M3 Jeca, B Tpase
CKPHBAJHCh SAOBHTHE MYPry, 3MeH BCEX PasMepoB, MHOIOLBETHHIE
H cMeprelibHO onacHMe, ONHAKO elle cTpalnHee GBLJIH THTAHTCKHE
CYLIECTBA, PEeB KOTOPHX OHJ nojAoGeH IPpoMy, IOCTYIb COTpAcara
sema10. Kak of6HuHO, AyMasi O Mypry, OH CXHMaJ NaJblaMmH 3y0
OMHOTO M3 3THX IMCAHTOB, KOTOPHME BHCEN Y Hero Ka rpyzu. OpuH-
eAHHCTBeHHBLIH 3y6 OHJ TakHM ke GOMNBIIMM, KaK €ro mpelnseyne.
On GBI MOJIOA K IVIYN, KOTZa PHCKOBaJ KH3HbK, 4TOGBl A0Ka34Th
cBolo xpabpocts, M3 neca OH yBUAea MepTBOrC Mapara H OTBparu-
TeJAbHbIX TOXHpATeNed Najkasd, KOTOphie CCOPHAUCH H pPBaJNH TENIO
cymectsa. TolpKo KOTZa HacTylmHJAa TEeMHOTAa, OH OCMeJaWics 1no-
KHHYTb yOexumle NOf AepeBbiMH, uToGH BhIpBaTh 2TOT 3y0 M3
OTPOMHOH 4&MIOCTH. A MOTOM BAPYr NOABHJICA HOYHOH Mapar, H
TOJLKO cAyuali cnac Ku3HbL Yas(pamada. Jnunueir Genetik mpam
Ha Geape ocrajcs Kak HanoMmuHaHue 00 3ToH Berpeue. Her, Haxo-
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AUTBCS BREAAH OT CHACHTEIBHHEIX jaepeBbeB OHJAO RoBCe He Oeas-
OIaCHO.

Ho camman ponxua ects, a AHYH BOKPYT CTAHOBHJIOCH BCE MEHb-
e H MeHbile, MHp HaMeHMAcH, H YabdajaH He 3HalR [OYEMY.
lllamaHn roBOpHJ HM, 4TO ¢ TeX AOp, KaK JpMaHNajap co3xas TAHY
H3 PEYHOro HJa, MED OCTaBaJCcsi TeM Ke CaMbiM. 3HMOH OHM YXO-
JHJAH B rOp:l, rie Jexasn ray0okHH cHer H oJeHel Jerko GblIO
y6uBatb, Korla BecHOH CHEr Tasj, OHH CJA€AOBAJH 3a GHICTPHIMH
'IOTOKaMH BHH3, K PeKe, a HHOIZla K MOpIG, 'Ae B BOjE pessuaach
prifia, a Ha 3eMJje pocsH BKyCHHe miaoAn, [IpaBja, OHH HHKOTHA
He YXOIMAH Ha IO CJHIIKOM HaJeko, K60 TaM ObIH TOMLKO MYp-
TY H CMepTb, a rOPHl H TeMHHIE CEBepHble Jeca Brerja NnocTapisian
HM Bce HeobxoauMmoe, :

Ho ¢ HeékoTOpHX mTOpP BCe 3TO KOHYHAOCH. [opHl celiuac GHAH
B 00DbATHAX OECKOHEYHOM 3HMBbI, CTafa HMCTOLIHJIHChH, CHETr JIeXal
B Jiecax 10 M03JHefi BeCHH, @ NOCTOSHHLIE HCTOYHKKH NHIIH HCues-
ad. Cefiuac y HuX OBUJIO UTO €CTh— PHIGH B peKe XBAaTaJd0 Ha 3TOT
ce3oH. [Ipuas K peKe, OHM COEAKRHHNHCHE ¢ caMMajx Keanumauca,
KaK AeNanH KaxAH# roA. 370 OnJO BpeMs BCTPeY W Pa3roBOPOB,
KOT'Zla MOJOMble MYXYHHB HcKaau xeHmud. Ho xors cefiuac eaw
6BH10 D0CTATOYHO, €e He XBATHT Ha BCKO 3uMy. A 6e3 3amacoB nuuy
OYeHb HEMHOTHE 3 HHMX YBHAAT BECHY.

W3 srok samaguy He Objio Bhxoja. K saitally H BOCTOKY HaXOIH-
JHUCh ADYTHE caMMal, TakKue Xe roJoiHble, Kak ero H Kensuman-
ca. Mypry na iore, Jies Ha ceBepe, a OHH B 3anajHe MeXIYy HUMH.
Brixosa He Grinio, CKoAbKo HA JoMal ¥YaAbhaAaR roJoBY, pelleHHe
He TIPHXOAKAO. B OTYagHHH OH IpOMKO 3aKpHYAJ, Kax NOHMaHHBIH
3Bepb, 3aTeM NOBEPHYJACH U nouea o6paTHO K caMMag.

C BepuiMHH NMOKPHTOrO TPaBOfi CKJIOHA, CNYCKAaBIIErocA K peke,
BCE BBHIMVIAEN0 HOPMAa/ibHO. TeMHHE KOHYCH KOMXaHBX MaJaToK
HEPOBHEIMH DsIlaMH BEITATHBAJIHCb BROJADb DeyHO#l oTMenn. Mexuy
najaTkaMy XOAKAH JIOAH, a OT KOCTPOB NoAHHMaJncs Awnim. Hena-
JI€KO OT HHX OJHUH {3 NPHBA3AHHBIX MACTOJOHTOB NOAHAA X0G0T
1 3apesen. Ente ganbiue Ha Gepery BHAHEAHCh MKEHIIHHB], KOTOPHIE
paspLiBaJIE 3€MJII0 NTaJIKaMH B NOHCKAX CbeJoCHHX KopHe#. KopHh
cetuac 6pn1H Xopouwred muuiel. Ho yto Gyner, xorfa 3eMus CHOBa
samep3Her? OH 3HaN OTBET HAa 3TOT BONPOC, HO cTrapajcs He Ay-
Mats 0 HeM. ['osibleé JeTH ¢ BH3TOM ILJIECKaJHCh B pEKe, cTapue
AKEHIOHHB CHAEJNH Ha COJHIe Mnepel CBOMMH INaJaTKaMH, IJIeTrs
KOD3HHB H3 MBH # TpocTHHK2, Korza Yandanan nmojpomien K mna-
JaTKaM, JHLO ero GLII0 CYypoBO M HempoHHnaemo., OXHH H3 Ma-
JIeHbKHX CHIHOBell 6pocmicst K HeMy, TOPOISICh COOOINMTL BaXKHOE
H3BeCTHE.

~— ¥ Hac TpH OXOTHHKa u3 Apyrofi camMai. OIHH H3 HHX OYEHb
CMEUIHOM.

— OriecH 3Toro kposiiKka csoeit MatepH. bern.

OXOTHHKH CHIeNH BOKPYr KOCTpa, BHIyCKas KJAyObH JAHMa H3
KaMeHBoil TpyOKH, nepelaBaemoii mo Kpyry. KeanumaHc 6bL1 3xech,
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W maman @paken Toxke. IIpHIIeAbLBl NOAHSIHMCH, NPHBETCTBYSA
Yanpagarna, OQHOrO #3 HEX OH XOPOIIO 3HAN,

— TlpuretcTByio Tebs, XepHaaxk.

— IlpuBetcrBylo TcOs, ¥abbanan. 31o OpTHap U3 Moeit cammal,
a 310 — Keppuxk, cboiH AMaxacTa 1 Moel CeCTpH.

— Tut xodenn ects?

— Mu yxe nmoenu u Hanuaucs, [octenpuuMcerse Yanhazasa xo-
pOIUO H3BECTHO.

Yavdanan B3 TpyGKy # rayboko BROXHYA enkuil AuiM. Ero yaus-
JAN CTPAHHBIN OXOTHHK 6€3 BOJIOC, KOTOPHIH ZOJKeH Ohll MOTHG-
HYTh CO CBOEH cammai, Ho ocranca xus, OH crnpocuT ero o6 3TOM
B CBOE BpeMsl.

— 3uMa ANWHHAf, a NUIIM BCe MEHbIUe W MeHbUie, H Mbl 3HaeM
06 stom, Bcsi Mos camMMaj MeprTBa, 3a HCKJKOUEHHEM IBYX 4eso-
BeK,— 3aroBOPHJ XepHAAK.

OXOTHHKH BCTDETHJAHM 3TH CTPAllHBE CA0BAa MOJYa, HO H3 TOJIB
JKEHIIWH TOCABIUANHCL BOIJIK yXKaca, MHOrHe OBIH CBA3AHH
¢ camman XepHiaka POACTBEHHBIMH Y3aMH, H cefiyac OHH CMOT-
peaun Ha He0O Ha BOCTOKe, T HAYaly NOSBIATHCA TepPBHE 3BE3MAH,
Korna Xepusak 3aroBOPHJI CHOBA, HACTYNMHJAA THUIMHA.

— Bwl 3HaeTe, ¥T0 A ¢ MOMMH OXOTHHKaMH XOAMJ JAaJeKO Ha IOT,
rle HeT CHera: H 3HMBI TeNNble W rie JXUBYT TOJABKO Mypry. S moaa-
raj, 4to Mypry younun Amaxacrta ¥ BClo ero camMaz. Tak H 0kasa-
JOCh: MB HAIWUJAK MYPTY, KOTOpHe XORHJH, Kak TaHy, H yOusanu
CMEPTOHOCHHIMHK NankaMmu. OAHY H3 3THX TaJOK § Hallead CpeAH
Kocrefi cammay Amaxacta. Mo yGuan BCTpeUEHHHIX MYPry M Bep-
HyJHch Ra ceBep. Temeph MBI 3HaJNH, 4TO HA lOre XJET CMepTh H
Kakad 370 c¢MepTb. Ho MHE rojofaiy NOCACAHICIO JONTYIO 3HMY,
M MHOrMe M3 Hac yMepau. Jletom oxoTa Omlia NAoxo#, H BH 3TO
sHaere. Torza A nosea caMMaj Ha lOr BIoJbL Oepera, Tyaa, rae
0X0Ta Hamgoro Jydme. Mbl 3gann 00 OmacHOCTH U O TOM, 4YTO
Mypry MOIYT aTaKoBaThb Hac, HO 6e3 MHINH MBI BCe PaBHO MOrHOJIH
66l. ME BHICTABMAM OXpaHy, H Hanalennili He ObL10. 3TO CAYYH-
JOCh TOJBKO TOTAA, KOTKA MBI WOBEpHYJH Haszal. M Bor MK
¢ OpTHapoMm 3aeck, a ocraibible MepTBH. C Hamu npuuten Kepprk,
cHiH AMaxacrta, 3aXBaueHHH B NJIeH MYpry, a cekuac CHOBa CBO-
Sonubli. OH MHOrOE 3HaeT ¢ HHEX. ,

Tlocne 3THX CJI0B MO pAAaM caymarteneil NPOKAaTHACA PONOT YAHB-
JIEHHSI, W BC€ 3alICBEIMAHCh, cTapasdch NOOAHXe B3NIAHYTb HA
Keppuka, Mx mopasusio OTCYTCTBHE y HEro BOJIOC, CBepKaioliee
KOJIBIO U HOXH H3 HeOecHOro MerajJa, BUCEBLIMe Y HEro Ha Iuee.
Keppuk cMortpen mpsiMo nepel co6oil W He rosopaa HE cnosa. Ko-
TAa Bce YMOJIKIIH, 3aroBopHa KemiuMane: '

— Jns TaHy RacralH JQHH cMepTH. 3uMa yOHBAaeT Hac, MYypry
y0uBaioT Hac, ¥ Apyrue Tany yOuBAKOT Hac.

— DPasse He gocraToyno TOro, 4ro Hac ybusawT Mypry? [losemy
MH SouMca Apyr Apyra? — cnpocua Keppuk.

— Hac sacraBasieT cpa)kaTecst J0OAras 3UMa H KOPOTKOE JeTO,—
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OTBeTHA Yibthanan. — Mu IPHLUJIH CIOAZ HOTOMY, YTO OJEHH YULIH
¢ rop. Ho koria Mul nonpoGoBalH OXOTHTBCS 3HeCh, JYUHUKH MHO-
THX 3AEIUHHX caMMaj NporHajH Hac mpodb. Cefiqac y Hac mano
TIHILH, H 3HMOW MBI YMPEM OT ToJIOAa.

Xepunak 1e4aibHO NOKAYaJ TOJNOBOM,

— 3ro He BuIXoA. Hamm Bparn mypry, a He tany. Ecau mm 6y-
IEM CPaXKaThCs APYT ¢ APYTOM, KOHell HeusbexkeH.,

KeanuMaHc coryiacHo KHBHYI, a Yabbaaau ckasal:

— 31 Bepio Tefe, Xepuaak, HO Aen0 TYT HE TOJAbKO B Hac. Tefie
HYXXHO TOBOPUTbL C JPYrHMH caMMaj, EciH OHH COrJacaTcs, MK
CMOXKEM OXOTHTbCH W He yMpeM ¢ roJioxy. OHM DpHXOZAT € Aane-
KHMX TOp, OHH MEOTOUHCJIERHH H rojioanbl. OHH roHsAT Hac ofpar-
HO, ¥ MBIl He MOXeM OXOTHThCH, MM Xouercss yBHIETH HAIY CMEPTh.
Xepunax. oTMen INpeANoNeHHe YabdagaHa pe3KHM” B3MAXOM
PYKH.

— Her, a10 we 10. HM pena mer no Hamero rops. B ux ropax
OXOTa TOXE€ MOXKeT OBITH I1J10Xa, HRAUYe OHH He NpPUILAN OH CloAa.
¥ Tamy ecTv nBa Bpara: GeckoHeuHas 3AMa H Mypry. OHH ofbenH-
HHJHCh BMECTe, YTOGH YHHUTOXHTH Hac. ME He MoXeM CpaKaTbhcs
NPOTHB 3AMHI, HO Mbl MOXeM y0GHBATb MYpTY.

Tyt 3arcBopusr cpasy MHEOTHE, HO BCE 3aMOJJajM, KOTAA pas-
danics rojtoc Ppaxerna, CTapHKa yBaXalH 33 €ro 3HaHHS H Hajesi-
JHCB, 4TO OH CMOXeT HalTH BepHOe peuleHue. .

— Mypry nofo6HH JUCTBAM H TAK XKe MHOTOUHCTEHHB!. THl ckasan
HaM, 9T0 Y HHX €CTh CMepPTOHOCHHe manakH. Kak MOXHO GopoThbes
IPOTHE TaKHX cymectB? U moueMy 3T0 ROJXKHHE Aeaats Mpr? Uro
MHl BHIHTpAeM, €cJIH PHCKHeM CXBAaTHThCH ¢ HUMH? HaMm Beap Hyx-
_ Ha MHILA, 2 He BoiiHa!

Korma or 3axkoHuun, paspatcs OROOPRTENbEHE TOMOH. TONBKO
Xepuisiak He COrlacHJCH ¢ HHM.

— Ham HyXHO He TOJBKO MONYUHTH NHILY, HO U OTOMCTHTh,— XO-
JONHO CKa3al OH.— MK HOMKHB YOHTL MYpPrY, KOTOpPbl€ KHBYT
Ha ore. Koraa Bce oH# 6yAyT MEPTBH, MBI CMGXKeM CIOKOHHO 0X0-
THTBCS TaMm.

Iocae 3toro 6b0 eme MHOro OBCYMACHMA H PA3roBOPOB, HO HH-
Kaxkoro pellleHWs Re NpPHHAAH, B koHue koHUOB Xepuiaxk cipenaan
3Hak OpTHApy, OHW MOJHAAKCH W YK, KeppHK cMOTpea, KaK-OHH
YXOHAT, HO HE mocjexoBas 3a HHMH, OH ropazjo MeHblle, YeM OHH,
cTpeMuacss X ormmendio. Ecan Xepunak Huuero He ckasan emy,
TO, BePOSITHO, OH MOMKET OCTaTbhCA 3[eCh, Y OTHA, H BKAKUUTHCH
B pasroBop ¢ APYrHMH OXOTHHKaMH. BoamoxkHo, eMy gaxe Jydure
OCTATLCS 3JeCh, ¢ 9TOH caMMajl, Ha4aTb OXOTHTECA M 3a6LITEb
O MYpTy.

Ho 310 6bin ne puixon. OH 3Hak To, yero e 3naan Apyrue. OH
3HaJ, 470 HilIaHBl He 3a0yAYT ero H He OCTABAT B mokoe TaHy. Mx
HeHaBHCTh OHTa cauiiKoM rayGoka, Ouu 6YAyT mochJlaTh penTo-
POB, HafiAyT KaXJyl0) CaMMaJ)l M He YCHOKOATCH A0 TeX NOop, Moka
He YHHUTOXAaT BceX. Yabafan ¥ Keraumanc co CBOHMH JKAbMH
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6osauch TOABKO 3MMH, roNoja H APYFHX TaHy, He 3Has, 4TO Ha-
crosinMe yGHRIB yiKe GAN3KO.

Huxro we samerns, kak Keppuxk sabpan xonbe u yumen OH Ha-
e CBOMX TOBapuliedl y OTIENLHOrO KOCTpa M TPHCOeAHHHJCA
K HHM, Xepusiak THKAJd B OrOHb MaJKOH M BHHMATEJBHO BIVISIH-
Bajicsl B Hero, GyATO HIA OTBET2 B SI3HIKAX IVIaMEHH.

— Hac Tonbko Tpoe,— cka3zan oH.— MBI He MOMXKCM cpaxaTbesl
¢ Mypry B ofnHOuKy. — On mopepHysics kK Keppuky. — Tl 3Haeums
0 MYPry TO, 4€ro He 3HaeM Mbl,— pacCKaxH Ham o6 stoM. Pac-
CKaXH HaM, KaK OHH BeAyT BOHHY.

[Ipexxae uem 3aroBOPHTh, KeppHK 3aAyMuHBO noTep noia6opoaoK.
— DTO HENMpocTO chesnary. Oasd Havasa BH AOJXKHBL 3HaTh 06 HX
ropoie, H o TOM, Kak OH yipasisercs, BE NOMKHB NOHATH PalqK-
udsi MexJay (apru B HAJNAaHAMH, 3HATh, KaK OHH AyMawT M HelcT-
BYIOT.

— Tak pacckRaxH HaM 06 3T0M,— cka3an XepHunak,

Cnauana Keppuky OHJC TPYAHO TOBOPHTH Ha SI3BIKE TaHy, NMOTOMY
UTO OH HHKOrAa He AyMaJ Ha HeM, OH HCKaj HOBHIE CJIOBa I8
ONUCAHHA 3HAKOMBIX €My KapTHH, HOBHE CMocofBl ONHCAHUA FO-
HATHHA, COBEPIIEHHO YYXKZHIX THM OXOTHMKaM. OHH CHOBA M CHO-
Ba CNpAUIMBAJMH €ro O TOM, Yero He MOTJIH MOHSATh. B KOHIE KOHLOB
OHM KO€-YTO YACHHJNH M3 OOLIeCTBeHHON OpravM3aluu HHJaH, HO
3TOro GHJIC CAHUIKOM MaJo.

XepHnak Moaua CMOTpeJ Hd CBOH CXAaThle KyJAaKH, JeXaBlIHe Ha
Gespax, W CTapajcs NOHATH CMHCH TOro, 4To CaHIIHT. Hakonen
OH BCTPAXHYJ IoJIOBOH,

— § Huxoraa He MOfMY STHX MYpry, a MOTOMY He OyAy H UH-
Tathc. MHe AOCTATOYUHO 3HAWHA O TOM, UTO OHH jenawT. Kpyn-
Has OTHHA JIeTAeT M0 HOuaM U BRICMATPHBAT HAC, 3aTeM BO3Bpa-
LIaeTes M rOBOPUT UM, rje HaxoauTtes caMai. [locae 3Toro OHE
MOTYT aTAKOBATh HAc, 910 BepHO?

KeppHK XOTeJ 3ampoTecToBaTh, HO MEpPEeAYMal H COTJIaCHO KHUBHYM.
Heranu 3nech GbLIN HEBAXKHLI.

— VY3nas, rIe OCTAHOBHJAACH CAaMMajk, OHH TOTOBAT HaNnaleHHe,
Boopyxenusie ¢apry nauByT TyAa Ha JIOAKAX, NOTOM BHIXOAAT W3
Mopsl 1 yOUBaIOT BCe, YTO BCTPETAT.

— Ho T8 roBopua n ewle Xoe-uto,— 3amerun Xepuaax. — B Houb
riepe HananeHUeM OHH YCTPAHBAIOT Jarephb Ha Hepery.

— Ha, onn nenawt sTto. OHN OCTAHABAMBAOTCH Kak MoXHO Oid-
e, TPOBOJSAT HOUb, a YTPOM CJEAYIOMICro JHS Hanajaalor.

— OHg Beerja nOCTYNalmT Tax? '

— Bceerga? § He aHalo, # 6b1 ¢ HUMH TOJbKO 48a pasa. Ho ced-
yac 3T0 He HMeeT 3RaueHns. CyAs Nno TOMY, KaK OHH AYMaKT H
AEHCTBYIOT, OHH JOJXHHE Ka)IH# pa3 mocrynaTh oAuuakoro. 1o
TeX Iop, MOKAa YTO-TO YAAercs, OHH HHUYero He MEHSIOT.

— 3HagHT, MH AOQXKHB HaHTH clmocol HCIOMb30ORATHL 3TH 3HAHHUA
ANA YHHUTOXEHHS HX.

— Ho gak mH caenaem 370? — cnpocia OpTHap.
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— Iloka a storo He 3Haw. HyXHo Rymath H HckaTh, MBl OXOT-
HEKH 4 3HaeM, Kax NOAKPajbIBaTbcs K AobGblue, M Halinem cmo-
co6 H ybbneM Mypry.

Keppux Mox9aj, MOrPYXKeHHEIH B CBOH MHCJIH, NPEACTABAAL YHHY-
TOXeHHe caMMaJ TaK, Kak HHKOTAA ellle He npejacrasaa, OIHaxk s
o Gma wa Oepery, KOTAa Hauajach araka, H He 3a0bi yXaca
IPH BHJAe TeMHBIX ¢HIyp, nosiBHBIKXCA H3 Mops. Ho oH 6ua Tak-
Xe U ¢ aTaKywlUluMH, npumeginiMu U3 Aasnecaxka. OH vabaozad
34 NOArOTOBKOH HAaNaieHHs, CAHYAA BCe DAClOPSIKEeHHs M TOYHO
3HaJ, KaK 3T0 Zenanocb. Cefyac OH MBITaJjCs COENUHHTH ABE 3TH
TOUKH 3PEHHS H HCKaJ cocol AOBEPHYTEL BCE BCISAITS,

— TloBepHyTh BCe BCNSITH,— CKa3aJd OH BCAYX, 3aT€M TPOMKO IIO-
BTODHJI, KOTXa OHH TGCMOTPEH HAa Hero:— [JoBepHYTh BCe BCMATH!
Ho urofm cpematb 370, HaM OyAyT HyxHB Yibhanad u Kemtu-
MaHC M HX caMMajA. Mu fOJXKHBI OGBSICHATL HM, 3aCTABHTL HX IIO-
HATL HAaC ¥ TOMOYb, A FIOTOM MH CJ€NaeM BOT YTO: OTHPABHMCS
Ha Or ¢ caMMmal # oxoTHukaMu. Oxora 6yaeT xopollel, H THIIM
6yner muoro. Ho korjia Mu no#ifieM Ha or, Hallle TMosiBJeHHe Gyaer
HaBePHAKA OTKPBITO MYPTy — 06 3TOM MM DPACCKaXKyT GOJhIUUE NTH-
ne. On#ako Mbl GyAeM OCTODOXHBI M, KOTA4 YBUZHM GOJBIIVIO
nTuHuy, 6yieM 3HaTh, 4TO AOJIKHO NPOH3OHTH. YBHAEB WTHIY, MBI
BHIlILTeM OXOTHHKOB Ha Geper. Tak Mu y3naeM, Korja Ha4Hercs
araka, u GyneMm roToBel K He#l, BMmecTo Toro, uTofbl 6eaTh, MH
6y119M cpaxarbcs H yOrEM HX,

— 310 onacHo,— ckazaJ Xepuiak.— Bems ¢ cofoit camMmaa, Mu
OyAeM PHCKOBATH JKU3HAMH KEHILIHH, AeTell M TeX, KTO HE CMOXKET
cpaxatbesl. 310 JoJxeHR OHTb XOpOWMA TJAaH, HHaue caMMman
He DHCKHYT NOHTH ¢ Hamu. IyMaii ewe. Paspe Thl He rOBOpHN MHE
YTO-TO OYeHb BaXKHOE, UTO-TO O HOUHP? Mypry MoOryrT XoJdTbh N0
HOYaM?

— Hx rtesa omnuawTCs OT HAHIKX, H N0 HOYAM OHH JOAXKHH
cnaTh. Tak H IPOHCXOAUT KAXKAYIO HOUB,

YI0BNETBOPEHHO KUBHYB, XepHAaK BCKOUM. :

-— Mp ToXe CNHM HOYBIO, HO He BCe BpeMs. [103TOMy MBI cesaem
TaK: MOTOBOPDHM € OXOTHHKaM¥ H y0eIHM UX, UTO HYKHO HATH
Ha 1or BAOJL §epera W OXOTHTbCSH, YTOOBI VHTH OT roaona. TakHm
obpasoM, caMMaj moJydar nHily Ha 3umy. Ho noxa MBI OXOTHM-
cfl, Mul GyZeM cJ€IUTh 332 KPYNHOH NTHIEH, KOTOPAs TOBOPHT € MYP-
ry. Koraa nruga yBUAMT Hac, MB OTIPABHM OXOTHHKOB CIPATATH-
CSl TaM, OTKyAa OHH CMOTYT He3aMeTHG CJleflHTh 3a GeperoM. Korza
MYPTy OCTaHOBSITCA Ha HOYb,” MH GyleM 3HAaTb, CAe OHH. 3aTeMm
NOAKpPaJeMcd K HHM TMOZ TNOKPOBOM TEMHOTH, TONBKO OXOTHHKH.
Mbl GyzneM HAOTH THXO M THXO BhifiieM Ha Geper.— OH cxkaJa Ky-
JIaKH U cBesl ux Bmecre.— [loroM Mu ofpymumcs Ha HAX, Mur Oy-
JIeM KOJOTb MX KONbSIMH, IIOKa OHH CIsAT, W ybbeM HX Tak, Kak
oHH yOHBaan Hac.— OxBaueHHBIHl BRe€3aNHLIM [IOPHBOM, OH IOJ-
HSJICA M CTPeMHTeNbHO Aoled ofpaTHO K KOCTPaM OXOTHHKOB. —
HyxHo cxa3aTe 4M... OHH JOJXKHS! COTVIACHTHCS.
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Ho caenats 3rvo Oblc Henerko. OprHap B Keppwk NpPUCOEAHHR-
JUCh K HEMY H CHOBa OOBACHANH CBOIO Mbcab, O TOM, KaK aTa-
KYIOT MYPTY B KakK HX MoxHO Nobeauts. O TOM, KaK OHH MOTYT
OXOTHUTBCS W A0OBIBATh MHWY Ha 3uMy. M Kak y6uTe Mypry.
Vanthananw 6ma Kpafine obecnokoes 5THM, B BTOPOH caMMamap To-
JKe, 1o OHra CIHIIKOM HOBasg AJA HHX Hiesd M CJHUIKOM Qmac-
Has,

— Tu npeasaraeltr MHe PHCKHYTh HAIIHMH KH3HSMH pPajfd TBO-
ero niaHa,— cKazan ¥yawdaaax.

— Tol mpeanaraems HaM NOACTABHTbL JKEHIIMH W JeTed, cAenarthb
U3 HUX NPUMaHKY. TyT BO3HHUKAET CAMHIKOM MHOTO BOMPOCOB,

— Y na u wer,~ ckazan Xepuaak. — MHe xaxercs, y Hac ¥ y Bac
Her Befopa. Be3 NMUIIM HEMHOTHe H3 BAaC MEPEXHBYT auMy. M1 BH
He MoKeTe OXOTHTbest 3fech. Hanpasiisisick Ha ror, Mbl 3HAaeM, UTO
TaM GydeT Xopollas 0XoTa,

-— Ho tam 6yayr u mMypry.

— JHa, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 MB 6yAem Hacropoxe. EcnH Xxouells, Mul
He 6yjneM ¥KAaTb, TOKA BPHIETHT GOJBINAS NITHLA, K HOULIEM OXOT-
BHKOB, WToOH OBK npocneaunu 3a Geperom, O npeaynpeasT M-
Goe mamanenne. Koraa Mypry MOCTUrHyT Hepera, Mbi 6yAeM 3HaTh,
yTO omacHocTh Gauska. Ilocae aToro manaTke W Bech rpys Morpy-
3HM Ha BOJIOKYIUH, W MaJbUHKH YBEAYT MaCTOAOHTOB TOAANbIIe
or Gepera, 3a6paB KEHIIHH H ManeHbKHX jerell ¢ cofoi. Tak orH
yHAYT OT OHAacHOCTH. DTO DHCK, HO DPHCK, Ha KOTODHH MH Bce
aoaxubl nofity. Vnu 3To, HAN cMepTh B cHerax 3uMbl. De3 mHILK
HHKTO K3 Bac He BCTPETHT BECHY.

— Tu xectoK, Xepuaax,— rHeBHO cKaszaa KeanuMauc.

—- § roBopio TOMBbKG TPABHY, caMMamap, pellenye 3ABUCHT OT
TBORX JIOAEH, ME CKa3alu TO, Y10 XOTeAU CKa3aTh, H YXOIHM.

Ho peutenne He OBIIO DPUHATC HYU 3TOH HOUBI, HY chaenyoulefi, HH
B ORHY M3 GAMXKARIIHX Houel. A MOTGM HauyaJMCh JIOXKAH, TAKETBIE
MONTHE JDOXKIAM, KOTOPbIe NPHHEC XOJONHHIA BeTep ¢ ceBepa. OceHs,
CYAS MO BCEMY, B 3TOM TOAY NPHAET paHbille, a 3aMachl MUK OHIH
HUYTOXKHB, ¥ BCe 3HAJH 3T0. Tpoe NpPHIUERLIEB CAAMJHCh B CTO-
pPOHe OT OCTAJbHHIX H UyBCTBOBAJH, UTO JIIOAH, NPOXOAALIHE MHMO,
CMOTPAT HA HHUX 3700HO, MHOrHe Na)e C HEHABHCTbIO, 34 TO, UTO
OHH 3aCTaB/ISIOT UX AeJaTh BEIOOD.

HaxoHen OHW cTalu NOBNMAaTh, YTO BHISOpAa Yy HHX TMPOCTO HET,
MHore 6110 KeHCKUX KPHKOR H NPHYKHTAHHH, Korjga maratkd Osliu
cofpaHbl X NOrpyXeHsl Ha Bojoxymu. Iloxoa Havamcs 6es oOBIY-
HOTO BO36YK/JeHHH, BeAb OH MOT 0Ka3aThCsl myTeM K cmepTd. Ilo-
KODHHe M MPOMOKIIHe, OHHM LT Ha BOCTOK, NOJArOHAEMEIE€ NPOJHB-
HEIM JOXKIEM,

5

B cymatoxe cuumatomerocs sareps Keppux ORI CAMIIKOM 3aHAT,
YTOOH AyMaThb O TEX ONAacCHOCTAX, KOTOPHE XAaJlH B GyAyIUEM.
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BocnoMuHaHHA AeTCTBA HEOXWAAHHO HAXJBIHYJH Ha HEro, Korja
6narofyurnsle MacTOAOHTH ObUIH 3aMpsikKeHH B BOJOKYLWH., Orpom-
Hbie JKHBOTHHIE HARErNHW HA YOPSKb U TMOTAUIMIH CKPHNOSIIKE je-
peBsiHHBe coopyKeHHZ. OHE ObIH HarpyMXeHH TaJaTKaMd H ZO-
MauHHM ckap6oM, a cBepxXy Ha BceM 3TOM cHAend jaeTH. Koraa
JRHXKEHHE Havajdoch, OXOTHHKH VIIJIH BIepef, pacydulasg MNyTh.
CaMmmag cofupajinch BMecTe TOJbKO IO BedepaM, B Jjarepe: OXOT-
HUKM TSHYJKCH K OFHIO ¥ BALIXAJMH 3arax ropsauedl IMniA.

. B nepsnie JIHH BCe MCOHITHIBAJH CTPAX Nepex TeM, UTC KAET Bile-
pead, Teped CTPAMIBHWME MYPTY, KOTOPbleé MOTYT NOACTEPEraTh HX,
Ho nmo Mepe Toro, xax AHH CTaHOBHJHCHL TelLlee, a OXOTa Jyuue,
HX AyX nogHuMancs. OHH BCeluesao 3aBHCENH OT MHJIOCTH TOTOJH,
OT NHHIH, KOTOPOH MOTJAO He 0Xa3aTbesi, OT OXOTH, KOTOPAs MOTJa
6pTh HeynauHoH. OHH HakoOHel MOHNAH, YTO OCTABJAAIOT NMO3adH ro-
Ji0J ¥ BePHYIO CMepTh, MeHAs ee Ha NHILY H BO3MOXKHOCTH NPOLOJ-
KaTb HH3Nb. :

CnycTa HECKONIBKO IHell OHH yiKe He cTOpoHHnHCh Keppuka, XoT#
IETH BCE €HIE CMEAAHCH HaJ ero 6e3BONIOCHM JHLOM H XKeJAe3HHM
omeiinukoM. [IpaBaa, Ha roJI0Be Y Hero BOJOCHE OTPACTANH NOBOJb-
Ko OblcTpo, oaHaxo GopolAa Owina caumIkoM peakoi, Ou Obln eule
OYeHp HEJIOBOK B OODAIlleHHH ¢ KONMbEeM H INIOXO CTPeNsy H3 AYKa,
HO C KaXABM RHeM jesnall 370 Bce Jyyme., Keppuk naxe rauan
AyMaThb, YTO 3TOT MHP — HEIJIGX0e MeCcTO IS 2KU3HH,

Tax npoaoIKaNcch, TOKa OHU He JOUUIH HO OKEeaHa.

ITepeblfi xe B3TVISX Ha BOAY BepHyJA Keppuxa K ero rnpemuuam
cTpaxaM, H CH Pe3Ko OCTaHOBHJCA. XOPOWwO euie, 4TO B 3TO BPEMS
PAROM ¢ HMM He GHJO HHKOTOG H3 OXOTHHKOB. BMecTe co cTpaxoM
NPHLLIO KeJaHHe NOBEPHYThCS M yOeXaThb. Brnepean Gela TOMbKO
cMepTh. Kak MOXeT 3Ta ropcTKa OXOTHHKOB YCTOSTh NPOTHB BOOPY-
xKeHnsx dapru? Emy xoTelnoch ToABKO GeXkaTh, HaWTH yOexulle
B ropax. ATy BIeped paBHOCHJIBHO CAMOYGHIUCTBY.

Ho or npexpacHo noHumaJ, 4To HHKYAAa YHTH cefilyac He MOXKeT.
ITocaie Bcero cayuwsluerocs, mocAe TOro, Kak O® TOMOr paapafo-
TaTh IJaH, y Hero HeT Bbibopa. OH faoakeH npoiith yepes 370. Eme
HCenHTHBas cTpax, Keppuk kpafiHe HEOXOTHO CReNas Imar Brepen.
3ateM emle ¥ elle, nokKa CHOBA He IOLIeJ HOPMaibHO — HECYacT-
HEIH M MCITYTaHHBIH.

STEM BedepoM OHM OCTaHOBHJHCH HeRajeko oT Oepera. Ewe no
TOro Kak OBJIH PasrpyeHml BOJOKYINH, MAJbMHKM GPOCHJHCH JoO-
BUTb PHI6Y B COJIOHOBATOIT JaryHe, IPHMaHHBAS €€ 3eMJISTHRIMH 4ep-
BAMH. Boaa kuuresa XappajabToM, HeTepHeNHBO XBATAKWHUM [pH-
MaHky. BelIo MHOTO KpHKAa K CMeXa, KOrJa OHK THTAJHCh BHIep-
HyTh CBOH NOHMaHHHe mynaiapla. VX OLICTPO BBIXBATBIBAJH H3
PaKOBHH, NOTPOLIMNH U DPe3ajiH JOMTHKaMH, XKOTODHe BCKOPE YXKe
muneaxn Ha orve. JKecrkue, ¢ CHAbHHIM NPHBKYCOM, OHH BCe e
ORIIH XeNaBHBIM MOMOJMHEHHEM K PalHoHY.

[Moes, Keppuk BhITep maibilkl O TpaBy, Betand u notanyacs. [loTom
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nOCMOTpeN Ha OTOHb M BIAPYr KPaeM Iasa 3aMeTHJ Kakoe-TO ABH-
wenne. Boablias MOpcKas NTHIA KPYXKHJAA Haj Jarepem,

On B3rIgAYA Ha MAalUlyllde KPHJAbS, Ha §elayio Ipyasb, KOTopas ced-
yac OHJa KpacHOM B Jyuax 3axodsiulero coJHua, # 3amep. OHa
guna yxe 3gech. OH He MOT BHAETH 4YepHHIe MIHIUKKE C HUKOTAA He
3aKPHIBAIOMIMMUCH [Ja3aMH, NIAAAIMEMMU ¢ HOr pentopd, HO 3Had,
uro onu TaM. C tpyzom Keppux moGopos oxBaTHBIUKA ero napa-
JIMY M 3aTOPONMNCS K XEPHIAKY, CHAEBIUIEMY ¥ KOCTDA.

-— OnHa 3naech,— cka3an oH.— Jleraer Haz Hamy. Temepr oOHH
Y3HAKOT 0 Hac..

He o6patus BHUMAHHS HA NM2HHYECKHe HHTOHALHME B TOJOCE Kep
puKa, XepraK OTBETHJ XOJOJAHO H CHOKOHHO.

— OueBsb xopowo. Bee uaer no niany.

Keppuk He paspiengs ero yBepeHHOCTH. 3Hasl, UTO CHHMKH, IpHHe-
CeHHHe B ropoj, OYAYT BHHMATelbHO H3y4eHbl, OH CTApaJjcs He
CMOTPETh Ha NTHLY, KOTOpas KPyXuaa Hag HHMH, TOMbKO KOTZa
OHa 3aKOHYMJA MOCAEAHHUR JIeBHBBIH KpPYr M IoJgereja Ipoub, OH
TOBEPHYJCS M MPOBOAMA ee Ia3aMu. He 6blJIO HHKaKHX COMHEHHHE,
YTO Teneph HanajeHBe COCTOHTCS.

Beuepom, Xorna OXOTHHKE cofpalich Y KocTpa, Keppuk pacckasaa
HM O TOM, YTO BHAEX U YTO 3TO O3HauaeT. Tenepr 3TO Re BEI3HI-
BAN0 y OXOTHHKOB HefOBOJbCTBA. OHH ZOJNr0 PaccnpaizHBajin €ro,
3aTeM O6CYARAH, UTO HYXKHO AeNaTh.

YTpoMm caMmaj OTHPABHJAMCH HA tor. XepHJIaK BeJ HX BCe Aannllie
oT Gepera. KeppHK 3Ha/J1 MECTHOCTb W IOHHMAJ, 9TO OHH OGXOAAT
TQO MecTo, TAe OblIa YHHYTOXKEHA caMMan Xepﬂnaf\a He &uno
HYXIH HATOMHHAThL TaHy, KaKaf OHNACHOCTb MOJXKeT BRIHTH H3 MO-
pa. Tlosaree, Koraia OXOTHHKH coOpadHch, GBIIO pelleso CiAeNaThb
Xepunaka CakDUNEKCOM — BOEHHHIM Boxfaem. OH COINIaCHO KHB-
HYJl H OTJaJl CBOI NepBHM NpPHKA3.

Keppux u OprHap BClo HOUb GYAYT XOAHTb BAOJL Oepera, oXpanss
ero, OHH BHJENH MYDPry H 3HAIOT, 33 UeM BYKHO cJelAuTb, C HHMH
NMOMAYT &le ABOe, KOTOpHIe BepHYTCSl ¢ TNpeAyNpeKIeHHeM, €ClAH
310 notpebyerea. Onr OyAZyT AeNaTh 3TO KaXAYI0 HOUb, HayHHas
¢ ceroguamwHeli, OcradbHbe Toxe OYLYT 10 O4YepefH AeKYPHTD
HOYBK], CJICHAA 3d MODPEM OT HAJIATOK.

Ouu XoanrAu BAOMbL Gepera B TeyeHHe ueTHpex Houed, a Ha pacche-
te maroro aua Keppik BepByscs B Jarepb. YcJHIIaB €ro Geryugue
HIATH, OXOTHHKH CXBATH/IMCE 33 OpYXKHe,

— 3To He TpeBoOra, Mypry eme Her. Ho s ocmorpen Geper u Hallea
TaM HEUTO TAaK0e, YTO MOXHO HcNosb30BaTh. — OH nogoxnuasn, Io-
Ka OpHUiH o6a cammanapa H Xepuiax, U o6bsacHaa: — Oxora
cefiuac xopouas, a B Mope MHOro pubw, He cuumatitecs ¢ Mecra,
npoxoaxaire JOBHTH pu6y H KonTHTh Msfco. K 1ory otciona e€cTs
cKana, a 32 Heli MJIHHHBIK 0Tpe3oK Oepera c TOJACTHMH Oepe3aMH,
KOTODHe CNYCKAI0TCS MOUTH RO CaMofl BOAW, DTO OYeHb XOPOLIO,
Mypry He cMOryT BHICRAMThCH TaM, rje CKaaa, H HaBepHAKa BHH-
IYT Ha Geper, MOPOCLIHE J1€COM,
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Xepuaak corslacHO KHBHYJ,

— Koraa Mbl mofiaeM B aTaky, TO CMOXeM MOAOHTH K HUM He3a-
MEeTRO, MO/l NPHKPBEITHEM NepeBbeB. Bce coTsTacHBl CO MHON?
IMocraenorano HeGogablioe Oo0CyXIeHHE, HO MIPOTHR He BBICKA3aJCH
HUKTO, Keppux sepHyncs tyfa, rae OpTHap M OCTaJbHBIE ABa OXOT-
HUKA JeXKaJdH B YKPHTHH, OCMAaTPHBAas Mope.

Havanoce poaroe oxuiaavpre. B craexyolne NHH OHH 3aMOJHANH
cBoOOAHOe BpPeMsl COOPYKeHHEM yOeXHUIa H3 fepecTsi: HOUH CTadu
* XoM08Hee, H nMopol wea poxiab. OXHAKO B TeHeHHE AN JBOE H3 HHX
creiuaH 3a okeaHoM. [locie NOAYAHA K HHM HPUCOENHHHAIHCH
OCTaJIbHBIE, NOTOMY YTO 3TO OBJIO Bpemsi HaHGOJLIUEH ONACHOCTH.
Tax npoROJXKanOCh MHOTO AHeH OT NOJHOJYHHMA JO NOJHOJYHHS,
NIOKa OJHAXAB K HUM He NpHWea XepHaak.

— Y10 BHAHO? — CHPOCUA OH, OCTAKOBUBIIUCH MO nepeabsmn pa-
JIOM ¢ HHMH,

— Huuero, Mope, kak 06b14HO, MyCcTO,— OTBeTHA KeppHK.

— CaMMaz pewnau, 9TO Tenepb y HHX JocTaTouHo Msca, OHH
6naroflapibl 3a TO, YTO MBl HOKa3aAu UM OXOTHWYLH yrofips. Te-
nepb OHH coﬁnpamrcn YXOMUTS.

— 310 Xopoulee pellende,— cKaslan OJHH H3 OXOTHHKOB.— Hukro
H3 HAC He XOUeT BCTPevYarshes ¢ Mypry.

KeppHux npoMonyan, HO MBICAEHHO COTVIACHJICA C 3THM, ¥ Hanexna
HA ClaceHue 3aTelJIHIach B €ro cepille. '

— Tu BBICK23aJ1 CBO€ MHEHHE,— pe3Ko orseTHa Xepuiak, — Ma,
nepecejenne GbIO yRauHLIM, Telepb NHINK XBATHT HA BCIO 3HMY,
H 5 NOHMMAalo, IIOYeMY OHH TOpOUATCs BepHYTbcsA. HanodHuB cBOH
KeRyJIKH, OHY HE BCIOMHEHAIOT O TOM, 4YTO CNYYHAOCH 31€Ch ¢ ApY-
raMu camMan. CeroJHsHAsl Houb GyAer nocienHed. 3aBrpa Ha
paccBeTe caMMaA YXORST, a MBI OCTaeMCi H BHIAZEM uepe3 JeHb -
nocsie HUX, Ha cayuyali ecay Mypry Bee-Takd NPUAYT.

— My nofineM 6bICTPO,— BOCKAHKHYJ BTOPOH OXOTHHK,~H OHH
He CMOT'YT AOTHaTh HaC.

XepuJIaK Npe3pHTeNLEO OTBEPHYACH OT HEro.

— Mbp! ocTadeMmcs, NOTOMY YTO NPHULAH CIOAa, YTOGH yOUTH Myp-
ry,— ¢ ropeunto ckasajg OprHap.

— Ho ™Mb ne cMoxem cmenars storo B onunouxy,-—nanomnm
XepHaax.

Keppux moBepRyJicsi W C€TaJ CMOTPeTb Ha Mope, WTOSH HUKTO He
BHJEJ BHpaxeHHR ero auna. OHM MOTYT COPHTB CKOJNBKO YTOIHO,
HO camMan Bce PaBHO VRAYT: HRITO He MOMXeT ylepXkarth HX 3[ech,
H6O OHH He XOTAT cpaxaTbed. Manedbxde Genpie ob6naxa TABIH
N0 YHCTOMY HeOy HaX HHMH, OTOpPAachiBaf TEMHBIE TEeHH Ha BOAY.

Boabsmue TedH, ,[[Bpr)xymueca

On mponoaasn cTofTh, TAAAS HAa TEHH, H HHUETO He TOBOPHJ, OKA

He ofpen nonHo# yeepeHHoctH. Korza oH 3aTOBOPHI, TOJI0C €ro
C/eTKa ApOIKalN:

— OHu 3zecs. Mypry npuiis.
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Temuble NOAKY, BHEAS U3 TEHH 06aakoB, GHJIH TENepb OTUET/AHBO
BuAHH BeeM. OHH MeAJIEHHO ABHTAJUCh K CEBEPY.

— ORH He ocraHaBAHMBaIOTCA! — BOCKIHKHYJA Xepuaak. — Moxer,
cpasy mOHAYT B aTakKy Ha caMMajn?

— HyxHo npenynpeAnTh HX, BPEMeHH OCTaJ0Ch Majao!— cKasal
KeppHK.

OauH K3 OXOTHHUKOB XOTeJ yXKe OexaTb ¢ AOHeceHHeM, HO XepH-
JIAK OCTaNOBHJ €ro:

— IMopoxau. CHavana BRyxHO YGeLuTbCA B ITOM.

— Ounr nosBopauxBaloT K Oepery! —aamernn OprtHap.— K Gepe-
ry noj HaMu,

OXOTHHKH JeXalid MoJya, ¢ yKacoM INIAAdA, KakK JOAKH MOAXOZAT
Bce OaHAe, MOKAauHBasch, Ha BoAHAx npubos. Paspanace rpoMkas
KOMAaHJa, K BOOPYXKEHHHE (hapru NONphrald H3 JOJAOK, Hanpas-
asAsicb K Gepery. Koraa oHu HauaJH TepeHOCHTb Ha {eper 3amackl
NELH, COMHeHH] GOJblle He 0CTaBalOCh.

— Tenepyr paure o6a,— npomenrayn Xepuaaxk.— Hanre pasummu
nyTaMH, uTOOH OAMHK M3 Bac HaBepEAKA AoHec coobulerne. Korna
CTAHET TEMHO H OHH He CMOTYT BHAETb, BOJOKYWIH AOJMHBI OHTb
3arpyKeHs!, U caMMal AOJKHH YXOAHTh Hojajbliie oT Gepera.
[Iyctb mayT 1o paccBera, a 3aTeM cupsiuytca B Jjecy. Kak Toabko
BOJIOKYIIY OYAYyT TrOTOBE, BCE OXOTHHKM AOJXKHBI INOKHHYTb Jlarepb
U PHCOEIMHHTLCS K HaM 3Jech. Dernrel

CueHna, passopaunBaBmasics Ha Oepery, Gnaa 3HakoMa KeppHky,
HO 06a OXOTHHMKa, Habofas, Kak NPHOACH BHIPYXaJHChb H3 JIO-
JOK H (apri, 3aBepPHYBLINCL B MJALIM, YKI2JKBAJHNCh HA HOYb,
3aMepaH, noTpsiceHHsle, Koma#gupel cofpaiuch BMecTe y caMoit
BOJH, HO KeppHK He NMbITAJNCHd NOXKPacThCA K HHM, YTCOBl YBHIETH,
kto oHHM. KoMaHmoBath HaBepHsika Oyaer Cranjad, H, NMOAYMAB
00 3TOM, OH NOYYBCTBOBAJ 2KAXKAY MECTH, KOTOpas CXKMralla €ro
ToBapuilefi. Crananan, KoTopasi n3bKBana ero, a NOTOM HEOXKHIAH-
HHM M TpyObiM BHMMaHHeM yOuia Anunona. Kakoe »to 6yaer
MyYHTeJbHOe HacJaxiedHe — IPOTKHYTb KONbLeM ee Te/10!

Jlyes He ObLIO, HO 3Be3AH HCHO OCBellann Gesnbi necoxk #a be-
pery u TeMHEle (GpUrypHl (apru, OTAMXABUIAX HAa HeM. MHoro 3mesj
NOAHAJAOCH H3-3a MOPH, Ipex/Je deM B Jecy NOCHHIIaaCHd LopoX —
3T0 NPUOAUAKANHCH 1I€PBbIe OXOTHHKH.

K paccBery Bce 65110 ToTOBO.

6

Beco aenp Xepunak aymaa Toheko o6 aTolf aTake, NJIaHMpOBal
ee CHOBA H CHOBA, TaK YTO MBICJEHHO BHAeJ, KaK Bce AOJIKHO IPO-
nzoitH. Keppuk u OptHap GHAH NOCBAIIEHH B ero 3aMbiced. Xe-
pUJIAK OCTAaBHJA HX Y Kpas poniu Habmioaath 3a GeperoM M Happa-
BHJICS 1epe3 JIeC K NoJAHe, Tie co6pajiich OXOTHHKH.

OHM MOJYa CHAENH Ha KOPTOMKAX, AepXa OPYyXHEe Harotoe, H
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skRaau npukasoB Xepuniaka. Toabko y@enuBuINCh, YTO BCE 3MECh,
Xepusak pacckasaa HM, YTO HYXKHO IeJaaTh,

— Mu J0MKHE yAapHTL OAHOBpeMeHHO. [ 3TOro Msl BEITArH-
BaeMcsl B OARY JHHEHIO, ¥ KaxfAas camMmal Geper Ha cebs IOJOBKHY
Gepera. 3aTeM Mbl MOJYa NOJN3eM Baepef, A0 TEX NOp MOKa HE Xo-
CTHTHEM TpaBHl, pacTyilled Hag Oeperom. Berep ayer or BogH,
HO3TOMY MYypry He INOYYBCTBYIOT, Korfia Mul mofchkaem Gauxe. Ho
OHH MOTYT YCJAHINATh, ¥ MO5TOMY He AGJIKHO OHTb HH 3BYKA.
"Bbl f0JXHR XA3aThb H He ABHTAThCS, OOKAa He YBHAMUTE MeH:, Yab-
danana 1 KeannmaHca, npHileguiux Ha Geper. Dto Hymer cHrHa-
JOM K ABMXKEHHIO BHepel. A NOTOM CBOHMH KOHBAMH BHl Oyaerte
ybHBaTbh MyPry, COXpaHss THIIHHY, I0OKA 9TO GYAET BOIMONKHO.
Xepuaak BHITAHYJ PYKY ¢ KONbeM H KOCHY/CH €ro TYNHM KOHLOM
4yThb HHXKe noA0opoAka OnHiKaHIlero OXOTHHKA, A4 BCE OCTANbHBIE
IOAAJUCH Briepel, 4ro0N yBHAETh, UTO OH Je/1aeT.

— Crapaiitech, eclM BO3MOXHO, KOJIOTb MYPLYy B TODJO, 3TO HX
caMoe yg3BHMOe MecTo. ¥ HHX MHOro pebep, ¥ B OTIMUHE OT XKH-
BOTHHX, Ha KOTOPHX MBI OXOTHMCs, pefpa 3aKPHBAIOT NepeiHION
94CTh TeMd, a HE KOHYAKOTCR Noj rpyaeio. CHABHHE yaap npobH-
BaeT HX, Ho caalwbiif 6yaer OTKJAOHeH HMH B cropoHy. [Tosromy —
TOJILKO B TOPJIO,

XepHaaK NOJOXKAAA, NOKA OHH OCMHCAST 3TO, & MOTOM HPOAOA-
Kau: '

— EaBa an Mbl cMoxkem yOUTL HX Bcex B THLIHHe. Koraa MoAHu-
MeTcd TpeBora, Bw OyAeTe KDUUATb KaK MOXHO rpomue, 4rolul
yCusuTh 3aMewsaTeapcTBo. Y npoaonxkats yGupate. Ecam omnm no-
Beryr, nospayfiTech JyKaMH: cTpesw ocTaHoeaT uXx. He aonmy-
cKkafite KoneGanufi W HeycTaHHo yOuBaiite. QCTAHOBHTLCH MOXKHO
TOJLKO TOTAd, KOTAA BCe OHH §ynyT MepTBHI,

BonpocoB He 6bliio. BeeMm 6B0 ACHO, 4TO HyKHO jnerath, Haxe
€C/in KTO-HHOYAb 43 OXOTHEHMKOB HCUGITHIBAJ CTPAX, OH He TOKAa3hl-
BaJ 3TOro.

Tuxo, KaK TeHH, OHM ABHHYJHCH Yepe3 JIec, NOTOM NOKHHYJAH ero
TEMHOTY M TaX Xe THXO NOMoA3AH. KeppHK ellle ocTapajics Ha
crpaxe. OH OTBepHyJACS 0T CHSMMX (aprd U B3APOTHYJ, YBHAEB
feculyMHO ABHyuuiecs ¢urypsl. [JoTOM H3 TEeMHOTH BBIHHIPHYJ
Xepuaax. KeppHk kocHyjacst ero nJjiesa H mnpolientTajJ eMy Ha
yXxo:

— Hx KoManAMpH AOJXKHB yMepeTb mnepBhIMH. f xouy caeaats
3TO. .

Xepusiak KHBHYJ M JBHHyJca Aaabire. Keppuk MeasleHHO Hanpa-
BHJICH K KPaj ONYWUKH, a NOTOM K TOMY MECTY, KOTOpOe HaMeTHJ
3apaHee.

BHesanho B BEeTBAX JAepeBa 3aKpHuaja HOYHas NTHUA, M OH, 3aMe-
peB Ha MrHOBeHHe, NOIIeA Aajbiie, EAMHCTBeHHHM 3BYKOM cefiuac
61 maeck BoJMH O Geper. OXOTHHKM ABMIaJIACh THXO, Kak
CMepTh. '
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Hu opuH 3ByK He BBAAJ HX NPUCYTCTBHSA, KOrZAa OHH 3aHANH OT-
BefeHHBIE UM MeCTa H CTAlH TepHNeIuBO XKAATh CHTHaNA,

Ot HepBHOro HampsikeHHs KeppHK NOUYBCTBOBa/d CHJBHYIO $0ab
B XKeayake, EMy Kasajgoch, UTO MNpPoOLINO YyKe MHOTO BpeMeHH, H
3HAYAT, YTO-TO HenafHo. XepHIaK H CaMMafaphH Yxe JOJXKHH
6uTh Ha Oepery. Ecau owm NnoOMEARST el HEMHOro, HAaUHET CBe-
TaTh H OXOTHHKH OKAaXYyTCs B JIOBYIIKE..,

Fae xe onu? Uro ¢ HAMH cayuusock? Q6aaka NOKpmBaJjiH Hebo,
CKpHIBas 3Be3Nbl. YRUAHT JIM OH BOXKAeH, KOTAa OHH NOABATCA?

W Bapyr oHE HNOABHANCH TAK THXO M BHE3anmHo, OYATC BOSHHKJH
H3-TIOJ 3eMJH. JIBHXKYyIUHeCA TeHH CJAeAOBaJNH APYr 3a APYroM, IOKa
TEeMHad JMHHAS elBa pa3lHdHMBIX GHUYp He OKpyXuna Bech Oe-
per.

Oun crosau pnepenu Keppuka. EMy elle #eaocTaBajJo HX YMeHHs
He3aMeTHO NOAKPafnBaTLes K Ao6HYe, H OH OKasajics HaJeKko 3a
HHMH, KOTjJa JHEMsI AOCTHUrJIa NepBHX cnamux apru. Orryaa
JIOHEC0Ch TIYX0€ BopYaHue H GOJbIIe HHYETO...

Haxkonen KeppHK nouyBcTBOBaJ NOJA ROTaMH MSATKHE IECOK ¥ CMOT
uaTH Gnictpee. Or Gpocuicsl Bleped, NOAHHMAs CBOE KOIbe, H MOY-
TH JOCTHr TPYAH 3allacoB, ¥ KOTopoll JexaJd HAVaHH, KOTAa
yXacHHH KpHK 6OJH npope3asl MoJYaHHe HOYK,

3a HHM TYT e [OCHHIIZJHCh HOBHE KPHKH, H 0eper MIHOBEHHO
3amnoJIHUACS - ABHXYIIHMHCS durypamu. KeppHK ToxXe 3akpayan,
NPOMYAaJcs BAOAb CBaJeHHBIX 3alldCOB H BOH3HJ KONBC B TY, KO-
TOpasi TOMAbLKCG YTO NOAHAMAACE.

OHa npoH3UTENbHO BCKPHKHYJNA, KOrja HaKoHeUHHK IIDOH3UJA ee
TEJIO, H yNlaJla HaB3HWYb, 2 OH YAAPUJ ellle pas, Tenepb B roplo.
3ro 6maa HacTosilasd GoHEA B HOYH. Dapry NPoCHNaMHCh GBICT-
PO, HO OT CTPaxa HHYero He MOINJH IOHATb H OBJIH B IIOJHOM 34-
MellaTeabCTBe. ECAM OHH H BCIOMMHAJAH O CBO€M ODYXHH, TO He
MOTJIM Ha#TH ero B noJHoil remHoTe, OHH GexalH H HCKaau cna-
CEHHfi B OKeaHe CBoeif IOHOCTH, OAHAKO # TaM ORUVIO HEJETKO Cla-
CTHCh, TIOTOMY HYTO BCIOAY HX MKAAJH OCTPHIE KONbSA, a CTPEJHl Je-
TeJH BCJeN TeM, KTG AOCTHTaJ NOJOCH NpHOOs. 3710 6hl1a pesHs
Gea nomwadsl. TaHy 6wl yMenbIMH yOufinaMH.

Onnako dapru ObIH TAK MHOTOUHMC/ASHHH, YTO HEKOTOPHE H3 HHX
YXHTPSAHCD YAPATh, AOCTHTAJAH MOPS H, B NaHHKE HATHKAACh Ha
MepTBHE TeAa, HBIPAAH M IJABJIH K JojkaM. OXOTHMKH HpoGHpa-
JHCh 32 HHMM K HaGeralolEMM BOAHAM, HX JIYKH CeAJH CMEpTh,
noka He ObIJIH HCUEPNAHHI 3anackl cTpel.

H3abuenne NpeKpaTHiIOCh TOJLKO TOMIA, KOFXA CTal0 HEKOro y6u-
BaTh. OXOTHHKH NOIWIH BROJAb J€XaWHX IPyAaMH Ted, NHHAA HX
H KOJISl KOVIbSIMH, €CJHW CAHIIAJAH XOTh OAHMH 3BYK HIAH BHAEIH ABH-
xKeHHe, OfMH 3a ApPYTHMM OHH OCTAHABJHBAJHCh, H3yMJEHHHE, M
MOJYa/IM, 1I0KA OJMH H3 OXOTHHKOB He H3JAaJ nofeaHoro BOMIL.
Hpyrae nocjefoBasn ero NpuMepy. TH KPHKH HECHHCh Hal BOAOH
K yueneBHM ¢aprd B JOZKAX, KOTOPHE THXO CTOHAJH H CXKHMa-
JIHCh OT CTPaxa.
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ITepane ayuu 3apH OTKPBLIIM OTBpPaTHTeAbHbIE NMOAPOGHOCTH HOY-
HO¥ pe3sr. KeppuK c y»KacoM XOTeJ OTBEPHYTbCH, HO TPYOH Jie-
XajlH CO BCeX CTOPOH, HapaJeHHbe rpyaaMH. ORHAKO 3TO 3pesHLLe
HHCKOJIDKO, Ka3ajdoch, He CMYINAJ0 OXOTHHKOB, OHH KpHYaJH OT
CYaCThsl, XBACTAACH CBOHMH NOABHTaMH, K OpOAHJH Cpeld TPYNOB,
JIeXKaBUIUX B BOAe, JocTaBas H3 HHX crpeinl. Korza crano cBer-
Jgee, Keppnk 3aMerns, 4TO ero pyKH H3MasaHh KpoBbek. OH 0TO-
1Iea B CTOPOHY M BbIMbII HX B Mope. Korka oH BepHyJacs, Xepuaak
" XKAad ero, GypHO BhIpaXKas CBOE JHKOBAaHHE.

— Maul cpenanu 310! MB IpOrHAAH HX NPOYh, OTOMCTHB 34 CaM-
Maj, KOTOpble OHH YHHUTOXHAH, D10 Ohuia xopoluad pabora.
Jlaneko B MOpe JOAKM cHeWHAH K ory. Boabuiasg dacts kx 6blaa
NycTa WAH Ke ¢ ONHOH WK AByms ¢apru. Pesua HeficrBaTenbio
yAaaJnack.

KeppHK 4yBCTBOBaJI, YTC YCTa/n OT HEHABHCTH K CTPaxa, H TAXENIO
ceJl Ha IPyAy KOHTEHHepPOB C KOHCEPBUPDOBAHHBHIM MACOM. XepHJaax
MIOTPO3HJ KONbeM YAHPAIOLHM JOAKAM H 3aKpHyal:

— YO6upaiitech mpoub M CKAXHUTE OCTAJbHEIM, YTO NPOH3OLLIO
3T0li Houbio! PacckaxkuTe BCeM MYPTy, UTO 9F0 CAYHHTCH € KaxK-
JXEIM, KTO PHCKHET SIBUTbCA HA ceBep.

KeppHK He pasfietna €ro cJenoi HeHaBHUCTH, MOTOMY HTO CJHLI-
KOM JOATO XUJ CPelH HHJan. B cBere HacTynaioillero IHS OH YBH-
Ae JHIC OaMxaRmed Mypry M yaHasa ee: 3T0 Oblia OXOTHHMIE,
KOTOPYI0 OH HHOrAa Bujpel BMecte co Craanad. [lorpscenuni, on
OTBeJ B3rfjJ OT PacTep3aHHoro ropaa. UyBcTBO OrPOMHOH yTpaThl
OXBATHJIO €ro, XOT# OH H He COBCEM NOHMMaJ, B YeM OHA 3aKIIO-
yaeTcs.

Korga Xepuaak nosephyicss K HeMy, KeppHK B3ss cefa B pyKH
H CIPOCHI:

— A CKOJBKO NMOTEPANHE MHI?

— OuaHoro. PasBe 310 He noaHasi nobepa? Toabko oauoro, yOu-
TOrO OTpaB/AeHHOH cTpejoft ApoTHka. HeoxupannocTs Omaa 104-
HOM. MBI caeaann To, paju Yero NpHLIIA CrAa.

— Ho Mm eme He 3akoHYHJIM,— CKa23aJ KeppHK, crapasce OT-
BJIeULCS OT CBOUX uyscTB.— OH NocTydyad MO KOBTeHHepy, Ha KO-
TOPOM cHAead.— OHH cojaepxkar Msico. Ho Tex nop mnoka Leaa
BHEWNAS 06oJa0YKa, MsCO He HCmopTHTcs. 51 en rtaxoe. Bkyc He-
BAXKHBIfl, HO XH3Hb IIOANEPKATL MOKHO,

Xepuaak 3ajymaJics, Onepuinch Ha KoMbe:

— 3HauuT, 3TOH nOGefof ME BBHIMrpadu XHsHb. C 3THMM 3ana-
camMn eue Gosbuwe TaHy nepexusyr Gyaywyio sumy. HyxxHo mo-
cJaTh TOHIOB K CaMMaj H NO3BaTh HX Ci0Ja 33 3THM COKPOBH-
mem. — OH orasifen yceaHHwil Tpynamu OGeper.— Uro eme MH
MOKEM cJenaTth 3/1eChb?

Keppuk HaxiaonmIcs, noaobpan GpOIEHHBLIH XeCOTCAaH M CTPIXHYJ
TeCOK € ero TemMHoro tena. Korfa on Hanpasuj ero B nycroe Mope
H onpeaeNeHHbIM o6pasoM HaxaJ, pasfalcs Pe3xkMil Tpeck, H Apo-
THK Hcyes B npuboe. [ToTOM OH TKHYJ KHBOTHOE NalblieM, H Kpo-
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MIGUHEIH POT UIHPOKO packphlica. 3akpwWB ero, Keppuk nporsiHya
opyxHe Xepuaaxy.

— CobGepure cMmeproHoCHBle nankH. M apoTekr Toxke. §1 nokaxky
BaM, KaKk ¢ BHMH ofpaliaTbca. MH He MOMEM DasBOAHTHL 3ITHX
CYIeCTB, HO €CJIH MX KOPMHTb, OHH NPOMKHBYT TOAB. $1A uX Apo-
THKOB yOHBaeT MyPry T4K 3Ke Jerko, Kak U TaHy. Byib oHd y Hac
CEeroJHs HOURIO, HH OJHH Mapar He yileN Ghl OTCIONA KHBHM,
XepHJa2aK BOCTOPKEHHO XJIONNYA ero Io ijevy.

— 3r1a nobefa TONBLKO NepBaf M3 MHOrHX., A cefluac 8 MOLLTIO
3a caMMal.

Ocrapmincs oauH, KeppHk B3s1 KOHTEHHED ¢ BOMO# H HaNKJICH,
4 3aTeM B3NIsIHY/N Ha Bo3OYXJAEHHBIX OXOTHHKOB. 210 Oblia mnobe-
ha, nepBas nofena tauy. Ho y Hero Omuio cmyTHOE npeldyBCTBHE,
4yTo OGyayuise nobeiabl He GYyAYT TaKdMH JerkMMH. OH NOCMOTpeN
Ha OnnxalWwHi Tpyn ¢apru, 3ateM 3acTaBua cefs HayaTh MOHC-
KH Ha (epery.

ITpousio HeMaso BpEeMEHH, Npexje ueM OH ocMorpea Bcex, OH
Jaxe npolles BAOJAL JHHHH Npubod, OCMaTpHBAsg TeJla H Nepero-

payHBas HMX JMIaMH BBEPX. 3aKOHYHB, OH YCTaJC ONYCTHJACH Ha
11eCOoK.

OH ysHam HeCKOJBbKHX HANAH, B OCHOBHOM OXOTHHKOB. Keppuk
HOCMOTPEJ Ha IOT, TYAQ, TA€ YXKe KABHO HCYe3/TH JOAKH.

Crannan HaBepHAKa OHIA ¢ HHMH, B 3TOM OH He COMHEBAJCH.
OHa Ge3ycJIOBHO BO3M/IABAAMA 3TY SKCHEAHUHIO H CyMeJa chacTu
CBOIO JKH3Hb, CKPBIBUIHCE B TEMHOTE,

Onn Berperarcss, Keppux 6HJ B 3TOM yBepeH. 3TO NOpa)KeHHe He
OCTAHOBHT HHJIaH, a clellaer KX Oo/iee DEIMIMTENbHBIMH, DTO He
KoHei, BOHHH, & TOABKO Hauajo, H, 4eM OHAa KoHYHTcs, KeppHk no-
HATUS He HMeJ.

Ho on 3nan, urto onsaAH NpousoiaeT GHTBA, KOTOPOH STOT MHP
HHKoOraa npexjae He BHaea. )Kectokasg OuTBAa MeXAYy ABYMA pa-
CaMH, ¥ KOTOPHX OJHHAKOBBIM ObLIO TOMBKO OJHO: HEHABHCTbL APYT
K Apyry.

7

JoxnL, xJecran 1o JoAkaM. Tskenwe kanau OapabaHunau no
BNAXHBIM INKYypaM W, IUHNA, CKATHBAJHCL B oKeaH, TeMHHH Oe-
per mcues H3 BHIY, IIPH3HAKOB AOrCHH He 6blno. CTannaH ocMoTpe-
J1ach, 3aTeM NPHKa3aJga cBoeft JoAKe OCTAHOBHTLCHA H Cllerana sHakK
JAPYTHM cIeNaTh T0 XKe caMoe.

Oun cobpainch BmecTe B cepoMm cBeTe 3aph. Jlaxe mycThe Joa-
KK INDOTHCHYJHCh NOGJHNKE, CTOA BMeCTe C 3aHSATHIMH, CMYILEH-
HHIg, NIOTOMY 4TO He noaydnjan HHCTpykuub. CranmilaH cmoTpena
Ha yleJeBUIHX ¢HaprH ¢ PACTYILHM FHEBOM.

Hx 6e10 Tak majto! OxBaueHHast naHUKON TOPCTKa -— BOT BCE, YTO
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0CTaJOCh OT GOJbIIOH YAAaPHOH CHABI, KOTOPYIO OHAa NpHBEJda Ha
ceBep. Uro e GHJIO CALAAHO MIOXO?

ORa 3Hana oTBeT, HO KOrZAA AyMaJsa o0 3TOM, THEB €€ CTaHOBHJICH
TaK CTpalleH, YTO eif NPHXOAMJOCH OTFOHSITb NMPOYb MYYHTENbHYIO
MBICJL.

— Kro us nac paHeH?—-cnpocuna OHa, BCTAaB TaK, 4YTOOml Bce
MOIJIH NOHSTh ee. — [ToAHHMHTE PYKH.

TlowTn nosioBHHA H3 HHX GHJIA paHeHa.

‘—— ¥ Hac HeT N0BA30K, OHH OCTaJHCh Ha Oepery BMECTe cO BCeMH
3anmacaMu. Ecau paHH OTKPHITHeE, o00MOliTe MX MODCKOK BOAOH
GoJjble Huuero He Jenafite, A ceHyac MOCMOTPHTE BOKPYT: BHAHTE
JH BH He3zaHATHe JoAKH? OHH CKOPO OTAENATCS OT Hac, a MH He
MOXeM 1IOTEPATh XOTA Obl OAHY u3 HHX. { xouy, uto6H mo Kpaf-
HeH Mepe oaHa ¢apru 6maa B xaxnodl Joake. Caenafite mepeme-
wenHe cefiyac, NoKa MBI Bce BMecTe.

Hexkoroprle ¢apri OuIH CAHIIKOM NMOTPSACEHBl B HCIYTaHH, YTOGH
AyMaTh camocTofTeabHO, CTalsaH HampaBHAR CBOIO JOAKY CKBO3b
BCI0 (MIOTHJAHIO, TOJNKasA APYrHe JOIKA H I‘pOMKO KOMaHKYsl, NOKa
OHH He Ha4aau NOBHHOBATHEA.

— 3Tta JNojAKa He nycTas,~— CKa3aja OJHa H3 ¢apm.—~B Hed Jie-
JKUT MepTBada ¢apru.

— Brifpocy ee B 0keaH, U ecA¥ HaHACIIb elle, ¢Aenafl TO xKe ca-
Moe.

— 23ra Joixa paHeHa, CTPeNH YCTO30Y BOHIKJIUCH B HEE.

— OcTaBp HX Ha MecTe: TH NPUYHBHIIL GoJblle BpeAa, BHITACKH-
Bast CTPEJIHI.

Haxkonen, Craanan yzajaoch pasMecTHTb B KaxKJoH Joake mo ¢ap-
rd. Heckoabko paHeHBIX MOLOK TPHILACCL OCTaBHUTh, OPOCHB HX
Ha nponsBoa cyAbOb. Kak Toabko Bce nepemeuleHnst GHAY 3aKOH-
U€HBI, 0Ha NPKHKa3aja NoTpenaHHol GIOTHAMM ABHTaThCA Ha IOT.
Ouu miBIH, He OCTAHABAMBAfChH, Bech OCTATOK AHA. CralnaH He
XoTena npnﬁnmxancs: K Oepery, moKa TEMHOT4 He 3aCTaBMJa HX
caenarth 310. TaM Morau OHITb LDYTHE YCTO30Y, NpPSIYyLIHECH B 34-
cajle W rOTOBHE HanacTb. JIOAKH ABHralHuCh, HeCAd HCOYTAHHBIX K
ynaBIIKHX AyXoM (apru, noka conHue Obiio Haj FopH30HTOM. TOJb-
ko rtoria CrajaraH npuKasajia npHOIU3NTBCS K Gepery, K MecTy,
rie B Mope Bnazana peka, McroMmaenrnle xKaxao# dapru 3acyeTu-
Nkch, Ho CTaajaH NpHKa3aja UM OCTaBAaTheA B JOAKAX, MOKA OKa
He ofcnenyer Geper. OHa cTossla Ha CTpaxe K JiepxKala CBOH Xe-
COTCAaH HAroTOBe, MOKa OHH IHJH, 032 ee BHPAaXKaja [pe3peHHe
K 3THM IJIyNBIM cyllectBaM.” EnuHcTBeHHOE, 4TO OHH HMEIH,— 3TO
OpYyXHe€, H BOT B lIaHUKe GOJIBLIHHCTBO H3 HHX COBEPLIEHHO 3a0blIy
O HeM. ’

— DBauxafimas K Beicouafirefi,— ckasana ofHa u3 dapru, nocae
TOrO KaK HallHaach,~— Ifie B3ATH NHLLY?

— He spgecs, manoroeopstiiuas ¥ Oeamosrsnasd. Moxer OwIThb, 3aBT-
pa. Mau ofparHo x coeft noaxe. Mu He 6ylem cnaTe Ha Oepery
CerofHs HOUbIO,
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[namefi, 406 nopnepKaTh TEMNEPATypy HX Tel HOUBIO, He GOHI-
J10, MO3TOMY BCe (t)apI‘H CTalu MENJIMTEABHN H JeXXaJH HEnoBHXK-
HO, MOKA YTPOM HX H€ COrpeaH aydYH coddua. OrcrymieHue npo-
HO0JKAJ0OCh.

Ha Tperu#i aesp, Koria Ho-npexHemy He Gbi0 HHK2KMX NpPH3HA-
koB noroud, Crannan pewHja IpHCcTaTe K Gepery, UtoOH IOOXO-
TUTLCRA., OHH HYXKAQJHCh B NYIIE, €C/AH XOTEAU BEPHYTHCS XHBEIMH.
Ona BHUMATeNbHO H3YYHJIA MECTO, Tle JelbTa PeKH pasbuBanacsh
Ha MHOMKECTBO INPOTOK, pasfieleHHBIX OCTPOBKAMH, H TaM BHICJE-
JHJIa HECKOJNIbKO XKHMBOTHBIX, BaCIUKXCS B 32pOC/sX TPOCTHHKA.
Buelwsie oHH HanoMHHAAH YPyKyba, TONBKO ropasjo 6ojiee maJieHn-
KOTO, ¢ TAKHMH Xe JAJHHHBIMH IHeSIMH K MaJieHbKHMH TOJOBAMH.
Ona yxuTpH/aach TOACTPENIHTL IOBYX H3 HHUX, NPEXKAe YeM CTajo
yb6exano. Papru npuramuan fAobbiuy Ha Geper. Bce Xopouo Ino-
eJiH, pa3puiBast Msico 3y(aMHu, NIOCKOJAbKY pe3aTh OHJI0 HeueM,

JBoe paneHHX (aprd yMepJH 3a BpeMs IYTEUIECTBHSA, KpoMe TOro,
ObIIO MOTEPAHO HECKOJBKO NMYCTHX H PAHEHBIX JIOAOK, KOTOPHE O-
Ha 3a Ipyro#l HcuesaJH BO MpakKe HOUH, Todbko cHaa Bosim Crana-
Jlall B pe3KOCTb MPHKAa30B YACPKHBAAH BBKHBUIHX BMECTE IO TeX
nop, NoKa OHH He Ao6panHch A0 3HAKOMHX BOA. DB MOJZEHb,
KOI/la OHH NPOILLIH MHMO PHIAauKHX JIOAOK, a 3aTeM 0GOrHyJH MEIC,
33 KOTOPBIM OTKpWIBaJcs BxoAa B raBanb AJwmnecaka. Flx mossie-
HHe, KOHeYHO, GHA0 3aMeyeHo, KaK M TO, YTO BEPHYJOCH IOpa3fo
MeHbllle, YeM OTIAbIBaJ0. B cHuay 3TOro B raBaHH He ORJIO NpH-
BeTCTBEHHOTO KOMHTETa, KOTJa OHH BONMIH Tyna. Ha Oepery mx
Jjajna ofMa ODTAHPT, HCOOJHABLIAA ceHuac o6f3aHHOCTH OH-
CTaH.

Korpa Crannanm BulLIa U3 JOJAKH, OHa LIArHyJa BOepel, RO HU-
yero He ckasana, I[lepsoft 3aroBopHna CrananaH, NpeACcTaBHB KO-
POTKHH OTYET O NpoHCLIeAHIeM.

— Korza rakoney Mbl BHICAfHJAHCh Ha Oeper, HOUBIO Hac aTaKo-
Baim ycTo30y. OHH XOpOUIO ABHr&IOTCH B TeMHOTe. MH HHUero He
CMOIJIH celaTh, 4To6Bl 3alMTHTE cebsl.

ITANPr XOACAHO B3rAsSHYA2 Ha (aprd, KOTOpHIE MOATOHSAIHM JOL-
KH K IpHYATY.

— Kaxkoe HecyacTbe,— CKasala OHa, — DTO I[POH30WIAO A0 HJH
1oche railell aTaku Ha yCTo30y?

— Jo. Mul pnyero He no6uAMCh, COBCeM HHYero. 1 He oxupaaa
HalajfleHHs1 ¥ He BEICTaBHJIa 9aCOBHX. JTO M0s OWHOKA, H 8 YMpPY
ceffyac, ec/IM Thl NPHKAaXKeNlb, '

Oxupas orsera, CrajraH 3aTauila JbIXaHHE H He IUEBeNHAACh.
CMepTb ee 3aBHcela OT OAHOLO TOJBKO Kopotkoro ciosa. OHa
(brerMaTHYHO CMOTpEJia Ha MOpe, HO KpaeM rjasa cjeausa 3a IT-
IMpr.

— Tu 6yzems XHTh,— NPOMOJBHAA HakoHel IT1aupr. — XoThk TH
U cOBepIRaa OmubKY, HO AJbIecaky HYHBl TBOH YCAYTH.

CraanaH Brpasuia ¢Bow 6J4arofapHOCTD.
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— Kak MOMNIO TNpOH30OHTH TakKoe HecyacThbe? — ciipocuaa It-
LHPT. — JTO BHIIE MOETr0 AOHKEMAHHA.

~— A ana MeHs Bce fiCHO,— cKasala CTalllaH, Kaxaoe ABHXKEHHE
€e Tesa BHPAaXaJJo THEB H HEHABHUCTL. — $1 3HAI0, KaK 3TO IpO-
H30ILUAO.

KpaeM rJjasa oHa y/OBH/IA KaKoe-TO IBHXEHHE, 3aMojyasia | 1o-
BEPHYJNACh JIKIOM B TY CTOPOHY, OTKY/Ja H3-TIOJ JAepeBbeB BHIHOCH-
I Ta’daHKHE. UeTwpe cHibHbIX (apre WK, crabasce MOH TH-
JKECThIO €ro, a CJeACM, NepeBanuBasich, ABHrajgach Ttojcrasg AKo-
oAl Papri 0CTOPOXKHO NOCTABUAN MAJARKUH HA 38MJI0 H OTOLUAH
HaszaA. AKOTOJAN 3aTOPONHAACH K HeMy, IIKPOKO OTKDHIB poOT, 3a-
TeM HaKJAOHHMJACh HaJ QUIYpOH, JeKaBliied B NaNlaHKUHE.

~ Bam HennL3s pe3Ko JBHTaTbCs M MHOTO TOBODHTEL,— CKa3aJda
OHa., — 3TO elle oNnacHo.

BafiuTu cornacHo kuBHyJsa, 3arteM nosepHyJdack k Craanan, Ona
CHJIbHO TIOTepsiAa B Bece, TaK CHJLHO, YTO KOCTH SCHO OGO3HAUH-
JHCb Ioj ee koxel. PaHa 0T konbs 3aXHJa, HO BHYTPEHHHE HO-
BpPEX/EHHS] 0Ka3alluchb OUeHb TaxeNbmu. MHOrO AHeH oHa ocraBa-
J1aCh BAAOW H HE DPOABIAAA HUKAKOTO WATEpPecd K XKK3HH. AKOTOMI
3aneynyia Bce MMOBPEXACHHA, NpeAylnpeawsna HHPEKUBIo, cienalia
ilepeJHBAHHE KPOBH H MHOroe apyroe, 4Tolsl COXPaHHTbL XKH3Hb
Sftctan. D10 ObIIO TPYAHOH 3adaved, H TOJNbKO GJaecTslIHe 3HANHS
AKOTOJI, B COEQHHEHHH ¢ CHUJOH Bosiu BaiiHTh, NO3BONHAM €i BhI-
JKUTb., DTAHPT 3aHUMAJa ee MecTO B TeueHHe ZoJNrod O0Jde3HH, HO
ckopo BafiHty joskHa2 Onljta BepHYThCs K CBOMM OOS3aHHOCTAM.
Bort n ceituac oHa 3aroBopuaa, Kak Jicrau.

— Pacckaxu MHe, YTO CIYUHJIOCh,— IpHKa3aja OHa,

CransaH, HHUCIO He YOYCKas H3 BHAY K Q0 BO3MOMKHOCTH OCTO-
pPoXHO, coofumuaa o0 Bcex JeransiX NyTeIIeCTBHs, BLICAAKH H
GoitHH, 3aKOHYMB CBOMM BO3BpaleHHeM. B 3akiouenne ona no-
BTODHJIA cKa3aHHOe 3TAUpr:

— 3710 MOf olMOKa, U 5 YMPY ceHyac, ecau Thl IPHKAaKEUb.
Peakum xecToM BeIpasuna BafHTH cBOM mpoTect.

— OwubKka HAU HET, HO THI HYXH2 HaM, Crannar., TH uyxHa #aMm,
4TOGBL OTOMCTHTB. Thl Giylemb MoeH nparcfl pyko#t u yOneuwn ToOTO,
KTO CAeJIat 3T0. DTO MOT GHITh TOJABKO OH OJHH.

—- Diicrau npasa. Ha chuMkax penrtopa, KOTOpHeE MEHI Hayqann,
He OBJIC BTOpOH Ipynisl yero3oy. Bee BHIVISineno Tak, Kak A0MXK-
HO BHrasaers. OAHaKO KTO-TO, 3HaBIUWH O peNTOpe, IpHKa3an
YCTO30Y NOHTH HOUBIO B aTary. KTo-TO 3HaJ, YTO MBI BLICAKHBACM-
csl Ha Geper B HOUDb Iiepe] HalaleHHeM.

— Keppuk!

CTosbKO HEHABHCTH GHLIO B 3TOM CJIOBE, UTC AKOTOJXN 3afMpOTECTO-
Baja,

— Bu pHCRyere cBoeli XKM3HBIO, DHCTaH, PEATHPYH TaK Pe3ko. Bor
eille CAHUIKOM GOMLHE AJsl TAKHX NeperKHBaHHH.

BafiHTH OTKMHYAACh HA CBOEM JIOXKe, BRIpaxkKasl COT1acHe.
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— §1 gonxua ofayMmarth ycnpimaHuoe. [loxa 4ro MHE gCHO, UTO
Heo6XoAuMO pasHoofpasute cnocoler GopbObt ¢ yerosoy., Hamwwm
3HAHUA YMCHBIUHJAHCH, TOTOMY UTO MBI TENEPb MOXKEM BEPHTb CHUM-
KaM pentopa ToJdbKO HanoAoBHEY. OKasHBAeTcs, yCTO30Y MOrYT
NepeiBUraThCs NOA NPHKPHTHEM TeMHOTH. — OHaZ NOBEPBYJACh
K Axortodan: — Te 3Haems 3TH TOHKOCTH, CKaXH, MOXXHO CAeNaTh
CHHMKK HOYbIO?

— Boo6ute-to na. Ho aas 3T0Y0 HyXXHH NTHIB, KOTOPHE JETAKOT
HOYLIO. [yMar, uTo-HHOYAb MOXKHO CReaaTh,

— Tu safiMenInca 3TWM HeMeaneHHo. W eule oaud Bonpoc. Ectb
JIU ¢crnocol yBeNHYMBATH CHHMKH PenTopa?

— C Kaxoil ueaplo, JRcrau?

— Ecan KeppeK pYyKOBOAMJ aTaKOH, 3HAYHT, OH JOJIXKEH Haxo-
IuThest B crae. ClegoBaTelbHO, OH GYZET Ha OLHOM H3 CHHMKOE.
MoxeM an Mbl OGHAPYXKHTD TO?

— Tenepb noHATHO. Meaxkue N€TasH CHHMKOB MOXHO YBeIHUHTD
BO MHOTQ pas.

— Tur canana, 3raupr. Uau 1 nocMoTpH.

ITHMpr TOCNEIIHO MOBEPHYJAAach H 3aTOPONHJAach 11podb. BalHTH
BHOBb NEPEKNIOUHJAa CBoe BHHMaHMe Ha CTannan.

— B 6yayumeM MH CTaHeM aTakoBaTh PasHBIMU cnocoGamu. Cu-
CTeMY 3allHTH HOYbIO TOXE HYKHO Nepecmorperh. Of6 3ToM cie-
Ayer noAyMathk. Takoe He AQJIKHO TOBTOPHTHCS.

— Tlotpefyerca ouyeHb MHOTO haprh,— ckasana Crajiasg,

— Bra npobaema yxe peweda. Iloka Te6a He OO, Mbl TOMY-
UEAH H3BeCTHE O TOM, YTO BCS NOAFOTOBKa 3apepulera. HderGan
npuaer B8 Anbnecak eme Ko XoHna Jjera, J[Ba ropoaa CHOBa CTAHYT
OIHHM — CHJbHHM K HenofeauMbiM, ¥ Hac Gyjaer Bce HeoOXonu-
Moe, 9TOGB CMECTH YCTO30Y € JIMHA 3eMJIH.

W Axoroan u Crannan, cieays npumepy BaiBTH, BHpasuin pa-
JAOCTb IO NMOBOAY TpeicTosilero cofblitisi, Ecau 6bl 3TO MPOH3ONLIO
no panenns BafiuTn, ee peakuus 6blia 651 MHOM. Toraa cTpeMieHue
NpaBuTh AJBNECAaKOM SBASJIOCH ABHIKYLIEH CHNOH €€ XH3HH, @IHH-
CTBEHHOH M cHJpHelilled Meyroli. Ee Hewaeueth k Mancac Onlna
fe3rpaHHyHa, ROTOMY uTO JficTan FHerfaHa posKHa OBlJa CTaTh
Siictan Anbnecaka, Koraa o6a ropona COenMHLTCS,

Cefiuac oHa nprBercTBOBaJa NpuHOHTHe Madcac. ¥Ypap Kones, Ho-
TPY3HBIIMI €€ B TeMHOTY, Gose3anb u §oae, namenun sce. Korna co-
3HaHHE BepHYNOCb K Hell, OHa BCHOMEHJ, YTO NPOH3OLLIO, YTO
clledlasl ¢ Hell YCTO30Yy, KOTOPOMY OHa CRacaa KH3Hb, a NTOTOM HOA-
HaNa W3 rpsA3H u npubausuna K cebe, YcTo30y, KOTOPHH OTmaa-
THJ 32 BCE BHHMAHHME IONHITKOM yfuTh ee. DTOT KeCTOKUH NOCTY-
IOK Hesb3s OBLIC OCTABUTH G€3HaKazaHHHIM. Mecaum o Keppuake
TOJABKO YKPeNHJH ee liaMepelHe OUHCTHTb 3€MJI0 OT BPEAHBIX
ycrosoy. Bcee niiranel 6yAyT 4YyBCTBOBAaTbH TO JKe Camoe, XorAa
Y3HAIOT, 4TO NpPOH3OLLIO ¢ (aprd, ymeiunMHd Ha cepep. Korna
Wuer6an npuger r Anpnecak, mithaHbl NOHMYT, YTO JKH3HB 3[€Ch
PE3Ko OTJIHYaeTcs OT TOM, KOTOPYIO OHYW BelH Npexje B CIOKOW-
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HOM B MEPHOM ropoje. Koraa nx cofcTBeHHBe XKH3UH ¥ 6Gyayuiee
OKaXyTcs INOA Yrposol, OHM MpPHJAOKAT BCE YCHAHSA, 4TOOH pas-
JeJ1aThes ¢ YCTO30Y.

Beg mouis MEIaH, MX 3HAHHS H 3HEPrHA OODBENHHATCH AJS NPOBE-
JeHHs1 KAMIIAHHM TG HCKOPeHeHHIC YcTo30y. PyKkoBomurenem 5STof
KaMIlaHHH MorJta GhITh TOJALKO OHa, Bafinta,

8

Bosayx noA BHICOKHMH A€PeBbAMH OLLT TAKUM CIIOKOHHBIM, YTO XO-
JIORHKA TyMal BHCeJ HeNmoABHKKEO. MoJsuaHKe sapymaioch TONLKO
KaImJasfMH, DafiaBIHAMH ¢ JHUCTbeB, H JaJeKUMM KPMKAME nTHi. H3-
NOL Kycta OCTOPOIKHO BLICKOUHJ KPOJHK M Haua/i o6KyCHBATh COY-
HYI0 TPpaBy Ha moasHe, [TOTOM BApYr 3aMep M ceJl, YIIH ero noBep-
HYJIHCb, TPUCAYIIUBAsACh, 3aTeM OAHHM MPBIXKKOM OH CKPHUICA
B JIecy.

Baajeke nmocabiniafich TAaXKeNble MemJeHHHe mard. K rum npH-
COCNIMEH/ICA CKDHI KOXaHBIX PeMHell H IUypINaHHe AepeBsHHEX
BOJOKYI, KOTOpble TAalKJMHCL Mo 3eMae, Ha kpaw noasus nossH-
JIHCh JBA OXOTHHKA, B MEXOBBIX HAKHMAKAX H MOKACHHAX, HO ¢ 06-
HaXXeHHHMH pyKamu. Jlpyrue OXOTHHKH, BHIAs H3-IIOA L€DPEBbEB,
NOWIM Yepe3 MOJXHY. 3aTeM MOsBHJACH MepBHA MaCTOAGHT — Or-
poMHHfi ropGateiii caMel. TIogHATHIM X060TOM CPLIBAJ OH BeTBH
¢ JlepeBbeB H 3allHXUBAJ B POT.

OnsH 3a APYrHM MAaCTOHZOHTH BHXOIHIM M3 neca, PaMul Bojokyil,
KOTOphle OHH TAHYJAH, NPOKJAABIBANH FJIYGOKHE KoJien B MATKOM
niouse, TaHy ObIIH B NYTH, KOTOPHH HHKOTAA2 He KOHYAJCS,

Bpems mepeBannno fajieko 3a NOJAEHb, KOTAa OHM MOCTHrAM YA06-
HOro Mecta AJf Jareps Ha Gepery pekH, B crymamomuxcs cymep-
KaX MeXIy HAepeBbsMH YXe KPYXWJICH MNepBbifl cHer. Yabanan
B3TVISIHYJI HA CeBep M NMOHKOXaJ XOJOIHBH BO3AVX.

— Pano,— ckasan oH. — Panblre faxe, ueM B IPOLIJIOM TOAY.
3aech B AONHHE CHer GYAeT TaKHM Ke IyGOKHM, Kak ObIBaeT BTro-
pax. Hy:k80 06CcyauTh 3TO CerofHst HOULIO,

Kennumanc HeOXOTHO KHBHYJ, coraawasch., [locie pesau Mmypry
pelieHHe O BO3BPALICHHY B CTApHH Jarepb OBLIO OPHHATO §e30
BesikHX ofcyxaenuiff. Kax ToJbKo MOCTAaBHIAW MaNaTKH H TMOYXH-
HaJ|, Bce cofpaNuch BOKPYr KOCTP4, H PA3TOBOP Hauadcs.

B oranune ot ocenablx, XKHBIWIHX B TOpojax HHMaH, TaHy ObLIH
oxoTHHKaMy. OHH BeJIH KOYEBYIO KH3Hh 0e3 NMOCTOSHHOTO Jareps.
Bcerza B ABMKeHHM, HAS Tyla, rae Gbiia Jyulle OXCTa HJH PHI-
6anka u rie MOXHo Obo Hafitu ayyiine maofabl. as XKH3HH BM
He TpeboBajiock ONpeAesieHHOE TOCTORHHOE HPOCTPAHCTBO — BCSA
aemMas Ouaa ux goMom. Y oHM He 06pas3oBHBanH, NOACOHO Misa-
HaM, Godsnmue coobmtectsa. Mx cammap Gputd HeGOJBMIHMH rpym-
maMy.
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Cammazap 6bn He CTONBKO BOXKAEM, KOTOPHI OTRaBaj JIPHKA3H,
CKOJbKO OXOTHHMKOM, KOTOPHI Npejsiaraj camblie pasyMHHeE [hia-
HH, HAX0OuJ GoJblle BCeX AMYH M OOeCreyHBaj NPoLBeTaliHe CaM-
mal. Ero peureHns o6CyxKzaquchy BCeMU, H OH HE MOr OTAaTk MpH-
Ka3a, KOTOPHI He HPaBHACH OBl ocTadbHbIM. OXOTHHK H €ro CeMbg
MOTJIH TIPOCTO HCYE3HYTb B JECY M NPUCOSAMHHTHCA K APYroH caMm-
Mafl, eCJIH caMMafap He HPaBHICS UM,

Cefiyac Kak pa3 HyXHO ObJIO NpHHEMaThL pemienue. [lnama koerpa,
KOTAa B Hero HnoAGpacHBaJju IOJERbs, TOAHUMAN0OCh BHICOKO K He-
6y, a KPyr OXOTHHKOB TeM BpeMeHeM cTaHoBuJcs Bce mmpe. Oun
CMesauch M pasroBapHBaiM APYr ¢ APYroM, CTapasch 3aHAThb Myd-
mee MECTO BO3Jie OTHS, rjae GBI Temno ¥ He 6o apMa. Onu Obl-
JIA CBITH, y HuX OBlJIa RHIA Ha 3HMY, H 3TOTO TIOKa UM XBaTako.
Korza Vawsbapman BCTajn M JOBEPHYJACS K HHUM JIMIOM, DA3rOBOPH
CTHUXJIH.

— $1 camnIman HeMasJo PasroBOPOB O TOM, 4TO MBI JOJKHE 3HMO-
BaTh 34ech, B 5TOM MecTe, KOTOpoe Bce BHl 3Haere. Oxora 3hech
nI0Xas, HO Y HAC XBATHT NMIH, 4TOGB ROTAHYTH A0 BecHHl. On-
HaKo cefiyac Hy>KHO AyMaTh He 00 aToM. Eciy MBI ocTaneMmca 37ech,
BBIKHBYT JIH HallM MacTOAOHTH?® XBaTUT JIH MM TPaBbl H JIHCTbeB
Ha JAePeBbAX? DTO BAXKHBIA BONPOC, KOTOPHH MH JAOMXHH ob6cy-
nuth. Eciuw MBI TepexXuBeM 3uMYy, a OHM NHOTHOHYT, MB TOXe YM-
PeM, KOr'Aa NPHAET BpeMs ABHIATbCH, a MHl He cMoxeM. BoT o yem
cefiyac HYXXHO AyMATh.

Cynsfa MacTONOHTOR CEphe3HO BOJHOBANA BCeX OXOTHHKOB. Bce,
KTO XOTel OHITb YCJABILIAHALIM, MOAHUMAMHCE ¥ TOBOPWJIH, ofpa-
Iafch K OCTANbHBIM, W CHOPOB OBUIO OueHh MHoro. Xepuinak H
Keppuk cnymiany, HO CaM¥ HHYEro He roBopHJH, Xepuiaxk Obl
BOEHHBIM BOXKJeM, a ceHuac, KOrja cpakeHHe 3aKOHUHJAOCD, CHAEN
BMecTe co BceMH. UTto kacaerca Keppuka, 70 oH GBI A0BOJAEH, UTO
JACONMYIEH B KPYr OXOTHHKOB, a He CHAHT BHE €ro, BMecTeé C XKeH-
IUKHAMH H AeThMHU.

ITorom 6n10 MHoTO GeccBA3HBIX peuedl O pasHbBIX MEJKHX BOINpO-
cax, HeMHoro kamaol ¥ ropa3no Goaplle xBacroscTBa. Korjia pas-
rogop yrac, ¥nshanau npeianoxull ob6patutecs XK Ppakeny, u gpy-
riue nopdepxand ero. CTapHKa OUEHb YRAXKAJH 32 €ro NaMsTbh H
3HaHHe MeJMUHHE, OH GBI UIAMAaHOM, KOTODWH 3HaJ TalHbl XKH3-
HH W cMepTd. Bo3MoXHO, OH MOr yKasaTb MM Bhxof. Ppaker no-
noues OAMXKe K OTHIO, COMPOBOXKAAEMEIH ManbYHKOM (e3 HMEHH.
Korna Mannumk BhIpacter, a OpaxkeH yMper, oH poimeH Oyler
npHHATh uMsa ctapuka. Cefiyac y Hero HMeHH He 6bL10, H OH Obix
IPOCTO YUeHHKOM ImaMana., CKIOHHBUIMCE Tepel PpakeHOM, OH
NOPBICS B KOMXAHON CYMKe B ZOCTal TeMHBIH LIap, KOTOPHH OCTO-
POXKHO TMOJMOXMI HA 3eMAK0 y orHA. PpakeH NPHHAJICT THKATb B He-
ro ABYMS NaJIOUKaMH, H BCKOpe OODHAPYXHJIHCHL KPOXOTHBI€ MBILIH-
TIble KOCTH.

— 3uMma O6yReT XOMORHONR,— CKa3aj OH, — §l BHXKY JoJroe nyreue-
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CTBHE, — JDT0 OHJIO NOXOXe HA TO, UTO [POHCXOAHAO B RefICTBH-
TEJIbHOCTH, H TPOH3BEI0 Ha caymartenell 6oJabiioe BIeyaTIenye.
Keppuk ne ob6paTus Ha ero cJoBa BHHMaHHA. KTo yrogHo mor
CKasaTh TO Xe caMoe K 0e3 MHWKHBIX KocTelk. OH BAPYr NOHAT,
YTO OHM HE peulaT BOIPOC O 3UMHEM Jarepe, CCIH HHYEro He H3-
MEHHTCH B UX NPEACTABAEHHAX 0 BHemldeM mupe. M Toraa on non-
HAJICS ¥ 3aTOBOPHIL.

— §1 Mosuan u BurMaTenbHo caymax. OQaHa H T4 ¥Ke MbiCAb NO-
BTOpAMAack CHOBA H CHOBA: 3HMa-Y-KOTOPON-HEeT-KOHL@ NPHIIa
B TOPHl, ¥ OJCHH TOKHHYT WX, DOTOMY UTO CHEr JIeXKHT Tam 6oab-
1Yo 4acTh TOA2 M UM Herfe nactuch, ECHH 37eChb ecTb KTO-HH-
Gyab, He BepsAmHAR 3TOMY, % XOoTesq Obl TOCHYIIATH, YTO CKAXKeT
3TOT OXOTHHK. _

Hukro ue Bo3pasun Keppuky, KpoMe 0XoTHUKa no umenn Mirer,
H3BECTHOTO CBOMM CKBEDHBIM XapaKTEPOM.

— Cajp Ha MecTo,~— ¢Ka3ad OH. — Mul 3HaeM 370, Manonodockiil.
Jla#i TOBOPUTH OXOTHHKAM.

KeppHK caIHIIKOM XOPOIIO MOMHHJI O CBOEH peaxoit Gopoje H O Bo-
Jo0cax, KOTODHE He A0CTaBajdH jaxe A0 ywWweH, HO3TOMY, YCTHAHB-
LIHCh, XOTEM CeCThb, HO TYT nOoAHaJcH Xepuiak. O xocHyacs py-
KH I0IIOLUH, U TOT OCTAJCH CTOSTh.

— 3JTOro oXOoTHHKA 30BYT Keppuk, a ne Masoponocwil. Bripouewm,
Wnrer fosxeH Xopoulo 3HaTb O MAaJOBOJOCHX, Beldb Ha €ro ro-
JIOBE ropasio 60abIle KOXKH, YEM BOJOC,

BoablIMHCTBO OXOTHHKOB pacxoxoTajoch, Xxjaonasf cebs mno Gen-
pam, a Mlarer Baxmypuacs u 3amonuaa. Korga Xepunak 6ui caM-
Majapom, OH 4aCTo NOJAb30BaJCS LIYTKOH, uToOnl y6eauTb ApPYyrux.
Ho cefidac oH ellle He BCE CKA3aA W TIOTOMY TEPNENUBO MKAAJA, KO-
rJa BCe YCIMOKOATCH.

— Bousoewm Keppuka A0MXKHEI HAOMHHATL HaM O TOM, UTO OH Obli
y Mypry B njieny. Mo Me aonxHbl 3a0BIBaTh, UTO OH MOXKET TOBO-
PATH ¢ HUMH W TIOHHMATL BX. ME CHITHl NOTOMY, 4TO OH HAY4YHA
HAC, KaK MOXKHO yOHTb Mypry. Mbl OXOTHJIKCEH TaM, rle OHH MOTJH
HANaCTh HA Hac, a OH OOBACHHI, UTO [esaTh, YToOo BanacTh fep-
BEIMH, ¥ Mbl yOuau smHorux. Korga KeppHK rOBOPHT, Mbl DOJIKHBI
CAYIIATD.

Co Bcex cTopoH mocsbiianoch oAofpHTenbHOE BopYaHue, ¥ Kep-
PHK TIOMYBCTBOBaJ, UTO YREPEHHOCTL BEPHYAACh K HEMY.

— 3HauHT, BCe Mbl NOHHMaeM, YTO He MOMeM HATH Ha cerep. Ha
BOCTOKe 3eMJIg {ecmofHa Tak XKe, Kak 3fech, H TaM HET MecTa
ans 3uMoBKH. Her ero w Ha 3anaje, riae 3eMau nydie, HO JAOPOTH
TYMa 3aHATH TAHY, KOTOPHIE He TO3BONST HAM IIPOHTH. I'Ioaromy
51 CTIpalliHBalo BAC: noueMy Obl HAM HC NOHTH HA JOT?

Mocablwanucs YAUBACHHEE BO3TAACH, a [OTOM CMeX, KOTODLIK
cTHX, KorAa Keppuk Haxmypuics. B TuuiiHe paspasics rofioc ¥Yip-
danana.

- $] X0AHX K Kpaiw Jeca Ha iore, a Koraa Obll MOJOJX, Haxe BHI-
XONHA Ha IOXKEBHE Jyra W €4Ba HEe OCTANCS TaM Hascerna. 310 £
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Hawes taM.— OH KocHyJcsl AAWRHOro 3y6a, BHCEBIUEro Ha ero
imee. — 1 6bi1 MOMOK M AOCTATOYHO TJAYl, UTOOB PHCKHYTb pajad
3TOro JKU3HBIO. TaM HeT oseHedl M GPOJAT TONLKO MYPTy, KOTOpHIE
y6uBarer. Mypry BhHcoxne, Kak Aepenbsi. Ha iore Hac Xnaer TOJbKO
cMepTb. Mbl He JOJKHBI HATH TyAa.

OXOTHHKH corviacHO 3axkpuuany, ¥ KeppuKy NpHIIROCH KAAThb, TOKA
BCE 3aMOJHAT.

91 MHOrO NeT KUS JaJeKOo Ha Iore, TJie HUKOTAA He najfal CHer d
Bcerja Guuto Temno. B aTofi Tenno# 3eMae XKHBYT Mypry, KOTOpele
eJAT TPABY H macyTcs B Jecax H Ha Hogorax. XoTH OHH He [OXOXKH
Ha OJleHell RJTH APYrHX HHBOTHBIX, Ha KQTOPLIX Mbl OXOTHMCH,
HX MOXHO eCcTb,  MSCO WX BKycHoe. 51 38210 370, NOTOMY 4TO HMeH-
HO MX Sl H e/ BCE 3TH TOJHL.

Tenepp KpyroM uapuia NojJHas THUIMHA. Jlaxe JXeHIMHB mnepe-
cranu 6oJTaTh APYr ¢ JAPYIOM, AeTH INPEeKPAaTHIAH CBOH HIpH, H
BCE CJIYINAJIH YAWBHTEAbHEIN ¥ nyraiomii pacckas Keppuka.

— To, uto ckazan ¥Vasdagad,— npasga. Tam eCTb OrpoMHBIE MYp-
ry, Kotopble eaaT Gonee Meaxux. 1 BHAen ux H jaxe eue Gosee
YAKBHTEILHEIX KUBOTHHX. Ho ne 310 BaxHo cefivac, a 10, 4TO TaM
XKHBYT MYpry-xoasiulue-kax-rany, OHH eRfIT MACO JXHBOTHBIX TakK
xKe, KaK 3710 nenaeM Mu. [loyemMy HX He yGHBAIOT MYpry BBICOTOH
C hepeBba?

.BrJ0 MHOTO NpHUHH, KOTOphie KeppHK MOr Ha3BaTh, HO OH PELIHA
COCPEIOTOUHT BHHMAHUE TOMbKO HA ORHOH.

— Hx He y6HBAlOT NOTOMY, 4YTO MYDTy-XOAAUIHE-KaK-TaHy cami
yOUBAIOT BeeX, KTo yrpoxaer uM. Oy yOHBAIOT HX BOT 3THM.

O HakJOHHACH, CXBATHJ X€COTCaH, JeXaBuwdii Ha 3eMJje BoaJje
Hero, ¥ BHCOKO MOAHSJ ero BBepX. HHKTO He H37aja HH 3ByKa, H
BCe IVia3a CMOTPEJH Ha HEro.

— HeBaxHo, HaCKOABKO KDYTMHO }KHBOTHOE.—-—- 910 y6beT ero, Myp-
Iy, IPOTHB KOTOPHIX OGpAaINeHH Bce Balld JYKH ¥ KONbS, ynagyT
MEPTBBIMH, KOT'Ia JAPOTHK, BBIJIETEBIUKH OTCIOAA, KOJBHET HX
WIKYPY-

— §1 BMjen 3T0,— C ropeynlo NpousHec Xepuaak.— 5 Bujen myp-
Ty, BHILISAIIHX M3 MOPS € 3THMH CMEPTOHOCHBIMH MaNKaMH, BHIE,
KaK Magana Mo# caMmmag. § BuHIen OrpOMHEIX MAacCTOJIOHTOB, Ma-
JLaBIIHX Toc/e meNyka 5THX WTYK. KeppHK FOBOPUT npashy.

— Ho cefiuac y Hac ToXe ecTh MHOrO MaJoOK H JPOTHKOB,— CKa3aJ
Keppux.— §1 3Haw, Kak yXaxKUBaTh 32 3TUMH CMEPTOHOCHKIMH
CYUIeCTBAMH, H MOrY NMOKa3aTb BaM, KaK OHH JeHCTBYIOT. I 3HaIW,
KaK 3auPaBAATb B HHX APOTHKH CMCPTH, H Haydy Bac 3TOMY. Ecan
Mel fofileM Ha tor, TaM GyHeT Xopolrast OX0oTa H MHOTO HHIUH AN
MACTOAOHTOR. A ¢ 3THMY,— OH DOJAHSJA OPYXHe Hal TOJOBOH, YTO-
6B BCe MOFJIH €r0 BHAETh,— Mbl NOGEIHM.

ITocae 3Toro 6BLI0 MHOTO PasTOBOPOB, BHICKA3HIBAJNH Da3HHe npel-
JIOKeHNs, HO PellleHHs Tak ¥ He NpuHAan. KeppuHK Mano ey pHeM
H, YBHIEB, 4TO XepHlax yXOAWT, NMocnejoBai 33 HUM. OHu WORO-
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UIH K KOCTPY, I'de KEHIIHHR XApHWIH MfACO W 3apapHBafd uall ua
kgopbl. OnHa U3 HEX, MeppHT, NpeanoxuIa UM Halo.

-— Hagewocb, cmepToHOCHbIE nankd OYyAYT CAYIIATbCS HAC TAK Ke,
KaK H Teff, yHa4Ye HAINM KOCTH OCTAHYTCS AaleKo Ha 1ore,— ofpa-
THaack oHa K Keppuky. 'osoc y Hee GBI XpHRABIHA, DOYTH MYX-
CKOJ, HO MBICJAM CBOW OHA H3jarania ceofoxHo.

— 3HauHT, TH AyMaelllb, YTO MBI NMOHJAEM Ha Ior? — cnpocun Xe-
PHNAK.

— Onu 6YAYT rOBOPHTH BCIO HOUb, HO B KOHI(E KOHHOB PeNIAT HMEH-
Ho 3T0. MH mofipeM Ha jor, NOTOMY YTO HaM HEKyAa GoJblie HA-
TH. — OHBa ¢ HeckKpbBaeMBHIM JIOGONBLITCTBOM nocMoTpesna ua Kep-
pHKa. — Kakue oHH, 3TH MYpPry, y KOTOpHIX Til Otun B miaeHy? Boab-
i1Me y HHX NMANATKH?

Keppuk yAbGHysics NIpH MBICAH 06 3TOM, 3aTeM [ONPo6oBas o8b-
SCHHTD,

— OHH He KMBYT B NajnaTKax, a BHIPALIMBAKT ClNENHAJLHBE He-
PeBbA H CHAT B HHX.

MeppuT rpOMKO PaccMensach.

— Tbl pacckaswiBaelWlb rynble HeropHH. Kak: oHH MoryT mnorpy-
3UTb HA MAcTONOHTOB CBOH JXepERbA, KOrlla MM HYXKHO ITepee3KaThb
Ha HOBOE MeCTo?

JKevulyHel BOKPYr KOCTpa IMDHCAYIUHBAJIHChL K HX PasroBOpy H
Telephb, NPEACTaBHB cebe 3Ty KapTHRY, 3aXHUXHKAJHN,

— 3To npapiaa, NMOTOMY YTO QOHH CTOSIT BCE BPEMs Ha OfHOM Me-
CTe H HM He HYXXHQ NePEBO3UTh CBOH CIIAJILHEIE JEPERbS.

— Cefiyac s TOYHO 3HAl, UYTO TH PAaCCKa3blBaellb MHE CKA3KH,
Onn coGepyT Bce IJIOAB, YOBIOT BCEX JKHBOTHMX, a8 [OTOM YMPYT
oT rojoaa. OTNIHUHAs CKa3Ka,

— 3710 npaBda,— ckasan Xepuwaak.— MIMEHHO T4AK OHH U KHBYT.
f1 6Hlm TaM M BHAER 3TO, HO TOTAA He NOKAN., MM He HYXKHO 0OXo-
THTbCS, TOTOMY YTO OHH LepKAaT BCeX CBOHX KHBOTHHIX B MeCTax,
OTKyAa Te He MOryT ybexarb, H YOHBAIOT HX, KOTAA 3TO HYXHO.
Bepro g rosopio? — ofpatuncs oH K Keppuky.

MeppHT noXasa TJeYaMH, CJABIIA TaKHe GEccMEICJAEHHBIE CJOBa,
H BePEYJACh K CBOEMY KOCTDY, HO JADYrHe >XeHIIHHH OCTaJHCh;
riasa ux OBJH WHPOKO OTKPHITH, KOTAA OHH CAYLIAIH cymac6pon-
HHIH PasroBop.

[IpaBna HaAH HET, HO 3TO CTOMJIO OCAYLIATh.

~— 3TO TOJNBKO YacTb HX XH3HH,— cKasdan Keppuk.— Tam npouc-
XOAHT MHOrO yAHBHTeJbHHX Bemefi. OIHH Mypry pacudlIaioT 3eMm-
JII0 H BO3BOASAT H3rOPOAH, WroGH XXHBOTHEIe Oblid B (e30MacHO-
CTH, APYrHe 3260TATCA O CAMILAaX BO BpeMf Ce30HA pOXKAeHuit, uTo-
6bl MoJIoAexb pocia B Mope. OXHH BLHIpAIUMBAIOT XHBOTHHIX, APY-
rie y6HBAIOT HX, Korjla MpuxogHT Bpems, TpersH aosdar puily. Bce
3TO O4€Hb CJA0XKHO.

— Camuu 3a60TATCH O HETEHHINAX? —— THXHM [PYAHBIM T0JOCOM
crnipocHna oAaHa u3 KeHumus. Crapyxa, paloM ¢ Bel, PHKPHKHYA
Ha Hee:
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— Cuan tuxo, ApMyH.

— 3710 XOpowHH BOMpOC,— 3aMeTHJ KeppHK, NHITasch pasriagiersb
FOBOPHBIIYO, HO OHA OTBEPHYJACh H BOJOCH 3aKPHIJAH €€ JHIO0, —
Mypry oTkIaAMBaKT AfNa, H CaMUsl BHCHXKHBAKT HX. 3aTe€M, KO-
rla ACTEHHIUH BHXCIAAT H3 SHI, OHA OTOPaBASIOTCSA XKHThH B OKEaH,
Onn se 3a00TATCS O HUX, KaK 3TO JefaeM MH,

— OHR Mep3KHe TBADH H BCce AOJIKHE OHITh yOUTHI! — KPHKHYJAA
MeppuT, koTOpasi BCe cabliana.— He rogutes JKeHIHHAM CJy-
IIaTh TaK¥e PEYH.

[To ee npHKasy chaymaTeNbHHUb Pa3BekanHcs, H ABOE MYXKYHMH
Joefand MsCcO B MoJdaliHH. XepHJIaK OTIPAaBUI B POT NOCAENHHH
KYCOK, 3aTe€M MSirko KochyJscs pyrr Keppuka.

— Tlpomy Tebs, pacckasbiBall MHe 00 3THX CYLIECTBAX KaK MOXK-
HO GoJabnie. §1 He JXEHIMHA B BEPIO KaXiaomy TBoeMy caoBy. Kax
H TH, A GBI KX MJSHHUKOM, NpaBia HEJONro, HO MHE 3TOro XBa-
tuno. Ecap TH nosefems, s no#ny 3a rtofoft, Keppuk, Canbhe
PYKH ¥ OHCTPHA JYK — BOT YTO HYXKHO OXOTHHKY, HO TaHy HYXHHI
¥ 3HaHus. MB — TaHy, noToMy 4To MoxXeMm oOpabaTHiBath KaMEB
H IepPeRO, H TH eIHHCTBEHHH cpeAn Hac, KTo ofaanaerT GONbIIHMH
aHaHHsiMU. TONbKO TH MOXenb YKA3aTb HAM JOPOTY,

Keppur corsiacHo KUBHYJ. 3HaHHe MOTJ0 OHITh CHIOH M OpyXKueM.
Ou wuMmesn 3Hauug, H XepHAakK yBaxan ero. 3to Obia oJblnas
YeCTh — 3aCAYKHTh NMOXBaly TAKOTO MYAPOTO H CHJABHOTO OXOTHH-
Ka, Kak Xepunax. Keppex nouyBcTBOBas2 ropAocTh. OH HauMHAJI Be-
PHTb, UTO i€ YYXKOH B 5TOM MHUDE.

6

MeppuT oKa3asnach 1npapa: Noc/]e 3aTSHYBILETOCS AANeKo 3a [OJ-
HOub OO6CYsK/I€HEsI OXOTHHKH DeLIHJNH, YTO NPHAETCS HATH Ha IOT.
C npuHMsTHEM 3TOTO peLIeHWA OHY OKAa3aJHCch Nepej ouepelHOH
npo6aeMo#: KaK HATH?

Korma paccseno, Xepusaak Beunen u3 nataTkd. OH  passofun
OroHb, Xorfa X Hemy nojowntd ¥hethanan H Kenaumanc. Camma-
Aaps O(HMIHANBHO NPHBETCTBOBAAH €r0, 3aTeM CelW PAAOM C HHM
y OrHs., XepHiaK NPOTSHYA UM JepeBsSHHHE KPYXKH C 4YaeM H
CT4an 3KNaTh, KOTAA OHHM CKaXYT, C YeM NpHIUNH. 33 ero CUHHOH
OpTHap BHIJIAHYJ U3 NalaTKE # OHICTPO BTAHYJ T0J0BY 0O-
PaTHO. .

— TH AyMan, gTo 3TOH HOUBK) OHM HArOBOPATCH JOCHITA, HO OHH
y®e CHOBA 31eCh,— CKasaX oH KeppHKy.— JIluuHOo $ Ee BUXY
B 3TOM HHKAKHX CJAOXHoCTell, YOUBATh MYpPry — BOT BCE, UTO HaM
HYKHO A€/aTh,

Keppuk cen B cnafbHOM Memike H B3APOTHYJ, TOYYBCTBOBAB XO-
JgonHe#t Bo3Ayx. OB GHCTPO HATAHYJN depe3 TOJOBY CBOW TEINYIO
KYPTKY, 32TeM ApOBe PYKOH N0 KOPOTKHM BOJOCAM, 3€Basl H IO-
yecwBaach., KianaH Maaatky OB OTKHHYT, ¥ OHJAC BHAHO, UTO
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Tpoe OXOTHHKOB emlle romopar., OprtHap 6ma npas: Keppuk cun-
TaJj, UTO OHA YAOBJETBOPATCS HOUHBIMH Pa3roBOpaMy.

Ho cyns no Bcemy, o owuGes. Xepuaak MoAHSACA ¢ 3eMaH, IO-
JoLIes K MaJjarke H OKJIHKHYJ €ro:

— Tol HaM wyKeH, Keppuxk.

Keppuk BHIIes, cell Y KOCTPa H CTAJ MaJeHbKHMH IMIOTKAMH IIHTh
ropsiauil yai, noka Xepuaak paccKasblBaJ, 4HTO OHH PELIHJH.

— Camwman moHAyT Ha IOf, NOTOMY 4TO Y HHX HET APYroro BHI-
6opa. OAHako OHM He 3HAIOT, YTO OYAYT Aenarh, KOTAA AOCTHT-
HyT 3eMau Mypry. BrpoueM, oOHC HECOMHEHHO — MYPTY IOOJIMKHBI
ObiTb YOHTBH M NOTOMY HYXKeH BOEHHBIH BOXKAb., OHH TDELNOKUAH
3Ty ROJXHOCTb MHE,

KeppHk corsacho KHBHYJI. .

— Tak # aoxxkHo 6mith. Thl Ben Hac K nmobefe, KOrXa MB YHHU-
TOXKHJIH MYpry Ha Oepery.

— §1 nelicTBHTeNbHO 3HAIO, KAaK HY3KHO ATAKOBaTh, HO ceflyac MhL
AJNaHHPYeM MNOKHHYTL Jeca ¥ MATH Ha 10T, B NOPOCIIHE TParoit
3eMJIH, TAE XHUBYT TOJABKO MYPry, Mypry BCeX BHAOB. JHAUYHT, Mhbt
JOJAXKHB yOHTb HX CMEPTOHOCHHMH NalKaMH, B KOTOPHIX f Malo
yro nowuMaw. Ho to, Keppuk, sHaemwsb 370 oTaavyHo. Iloatomy £
npeanarar, yTo6bl CaKPHIEKCOM GBI THI.

KeppHK He pyMan 0 TAaKOH BO3MOXKHOCTH, 3T0 GBUIO CAUMIKOM He-
oXuAaHHO. OH HeyBepeHHO WOKayaJd TrONCBOH, JOTOM HEOXOTHO
3arcBOPHUI: :

— 370 OrpOMHOe J0BepHe, HC MHe He XBATHT 3HaHHH, 4TOGH GBITH
cakpHnekcoM. [la, 4 3Ha MHOTC O MYPry, HO CJAHIIKOM Malo 06
OXOT€ ¥ APYrHX aenax mJjeMeHH. XepHAaK e yXe HCIBTaHHbIA
BOX b,

Bce Monuanu, oXuAAf, YTO OH cKaxeT pgaaswre. CaMMal BHAeRH
B HEM BOXIS, H OH He MOor OTKaszarb uM. OprHAp, caAblliaBuiHit
Pa3roBop, BHIUIEN H3 MaJarTKd U OPUCOSAUHHACH K OXUIAI0UIHM
oxoTHEKaM. OrH XxoTead, utoful KeppHuk Bea HX, HO OH COMHeBan-
¢ B CBOBX cuiax. Uto xe penath? YTo O1 caedany H2 ero MecTe
HinaHu? EjxBa od 3apaJa cefe 3TOT BOHPOC, KaK TYT e NpHILUEN
OTBeT.

— $§1 pacckaxy BaM, KaK Mypry peInawT a3ty npolaemy,— ckasai
oH.— B ux ropoaax ecTh caMMazap, KOTOPHii sBJSETCS NepPBBIM
BO BCeM. EMYy NMOAUMHSIOTCA ADYrde caMMajaapsl, OTBEYaloUiHe 33
pasauunbpie pab6oTel B ropofe. IToueMy G HaM He DEIIXTb BONPAC
‘TakUM oOpasom — Xepuaax GyAeT cakpHIEKCOM, KaK BbH H Tped-
Jaraete, a A GYAy NOMOraTh €My H AaBaTh COBETH OTHOCHTEIBHO
mypry. Onrako oH GyfeT eIWHCTBEHHBIM, KTO CTaHeT pelllaTs, 4TO
AeyaTh.

— Mbl nonxuel moaymate o6 3ToM,— cKasan Yastdazad. — 3to
HOBO AAf Hac.

— Cefivac apyrre BpeMeHa,— ckaszan Keasumanc. —Mel caenaem
TaK, KaK TH cka3an, Keppiuk.
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— Mu caentaem tak,— cornacuiacs Xepuaak, — Keppuk paccka-
JKET HAM O DPHBBIYKAX MYPrYy W O TOM, KaK HYXHO OXOTHTHCH Ha
nux. OK 6yneT Mapraaycom,

¥Yaphagar cornacHo KHBHYN H BCTadl.

— Ha 6yaer Tak,— cKasaJj OH,

— $1 cornacen,— Ao6asua Kennumane. — Mbl  pacckaxeMm BCeM
OXOTHHKaM, ¥ €C/JH GHH Hac NOAREPIKAT, MH HoWJeM Ha 10T, KOrAa
CKaxeT MapraJayc.

[Mocae Toro Kak caMMazapsl yuutd, Xepunak noBephyiacs k Kep-
PHKY.

— Uro HyXEO AelaTh CHauana, Maprajayc? — CpOCHJ OH.

Keppuk nortporan cBol XHAKyW Gopoiay. OTBeTHTL Ha 310 GHIIO
Jerko, H €My XOTeJOoCh HalesATbCsl, YTO BCe ApPYTHE BONPOCH OH
TOXXE CMOXKET PeIlHTh.

— Y106 GOPOTHCH C MYPry, HYKHO Hay4uThes ofpaulatbcst €O
CMePTOHOCHHMH NaJKaMH. DTHM MH celiuac H 3aiMemcH.

Xepusak u OprHap ObUIKM, KaK BCErja, BOOPYKEHbl KONbAMH H JY-
KaMH, KeppHK € BMECTO HHX B35J X€COTCAaH H 3amac APOTHKOB.
OH noBe/ OXOTHHKOB BBEPX [0 TEUEHHIO, NMOAajblle OT HaJdaTOK,
K OTKPHTOMY MecTy Bo3Jje peku. CpenM BaJyHOB Je€3XKalJ CTBOJ BH-
COXINero fepepa, 3aHECEHHOro Cl0Aa MONOBOALEM,

— Mbl Gyaem YUHTBCA CTpedsiTh 34eCh,— cKazaa Keppuk. — Ecau
KTO-TO TMOAOMAET K HAM, MBl YBHAHM ero. B 3THX ADPOTHKAX TAUTCH
CMepTh, 4 1 He XOYY HHKOro y6HBATh.

OXOTHHKH TIOJMOXMJIM CBOH JiVKH H KOIbY ¥ HEOXOTHO MOAOULIH
6muxe, Korjga KeppHK B3/ XecoTcaH,

— Cefluac OH He onaceH, IOTOMY 4TO B HeM HeT ApoTHxop. CHa-
yana g HOKAXY BaM, Kak HAaZO KOPMHTb €ro H 3a00THTLCA O HeM.
IToToM MBI BCTABHM JAPOTHK M HCIIOJAB3YEeM 3TOT NeHb B KayecTBe
MHILIEHH.

OXOTHYKH TOCTOSHHO HMen# [Aeslo C HHCTDYMEHTAMH H ODYKHEM
H [OTOMY BCKODe IepecTaNH AYMaTb O XecoTcaHe Kak O JKHBOM
cymectBe. Korma Keppuk BHCTpeans nepBeIM JAPOTHKOM, OHH
B3JPOTHY/IH OT DEe3KOT0 MiedYKa, & 3aTeM OPOCHAHCh X JA€PeBY
BaIVIAHYTh Ha TOPYallHHA MMM,

— D710 CcTpeafieT T4K XKe AajleKo, Kak JyK? — capocun XepH-
JaK.

Keppuk aagymaJjcs, 3aTeM OTPHUATeNbHO NOKa4asd roJOBOH,

— He aymaw, HO zeno He B 3Tom. Ham ne HyxHOo Oyzer yGuBaTh
Ha paccTOsIHEY, eciH Mypry GpocsaTcs Ha Hac. Koria APOTHK mopa-
KaeT Kakoe-Tubo CYyLEeCTBO, €ro s AeHCTBYerT NOYTH MIHOBEHHO.
A Tenepb BH monpoOyfTe cTPEIATh H3 CMEPTOHOCHHIX T1aJI0K.

On yxe nepefaBai opyxue XepHIaky, Korja 3aMeTHJ IBHXKeHHe
B Hebe Hax cobol. 10 Gblua GoabMIas NTHILA. ,

— Cxopee Gepute cBOH NYKH,— NpuKasa’t oH. — Hax namy penrop,
OAMH H3 TeX, KTO TOBOPHT ¢ Mypry. OH He ACAXKEH BEPHYTHCH, €70
HYXHO yOUTD.
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He sagaBas BOMPOCOB, OXOTHHKH CXBATHIM AYKH H HATAHYJIH Te-
THBY, OXvJas, KOTAa UTHUA cnycTuTess nornxke. Koraa ona npoue-
TaJsa Hald HHMH, NMapsg Ha LIHPOKO DACKHHYTHX KPHJIbAX, 06e Te-
THBH IIOYTH OXHOBPEMEHHO IUEAKHYJAH. J[IBe CTpesb B3BHJHCH
B BO3JYyX H BOH3WJHCDH B PeNTOpa.

[IpousnTeanto 3akpnuag, NTHLA yHaJa B BOAY.

— He naiite et ynapts! — 3akpuuan Keppuk.

OH 0CTOPOXHO NOJOKHJI XeCOTCAH Ha 3eMJIO, HO IIpeXAe ueM
YCHeJ BHIPAMHTBCH, OXOTHHKH yiKe NpPHIHYJAH B BoAy. OptHap
O NydmuM IVIOBIOM H NEePBEIM JAOCTHT leaH. CXBaTHB NTHUY
3a KphJIO, OH HMOTamMA ee 3a cofoi, OaHako oHa Onljla CAHUWEKOM
GosnilloH, ¥ eMy INpHIIACCHL NOAOXRATh Xepuaaka. Korsa o
BRULIIM Ha Oeper, ¢ HX Ofex/]bl CTEKa/JH NOTOKH BOIH, 3a cOGO#H
OHH TAllNJH OrPOMHYIO NTHLY, KOTOPYIO GPOCHAM HA NECOK.

— Cwmorpure croaa,— cka3ana KeppHk,— Ha ee HOTy, Ha 3TO 4ep-
HOe CyLIeCTBO.

fIruna 6uina MepTBa, HO 3TO JKHBOTHoe — HeT. Ero Xortd maoTHo
obxBaThiBaAu Hory penropa. CymecTtBo ObJIO HHYeM He NpHMeua-
TeJbHO, 33 HCKJIOYeHHEM BHIYKJAOCTH Ha TeJde. XepHJaK npHcen
Ha KOpPTOUKH, YTOOHW B3IVISHYTL Ha Hero NOGJMXKE, HO TYT Xe OT-
NPHTHYA HasaA: BAPYr OTKDPHUICA OTPOMHBIA IJ143, B3TVIAHYA Ha
Hero M MeQJeHHO 3akpHAcs cHopa. OH NOTHHYJACS 33 CBOHM
KombeM, Ho KeppHK OCTaHOBHI ero. ' '

— Tlomoxau. MBl AOMKHH HOKa3aTh 3TO OXOTHHKaM, [OKAa3aTh
RM IJ1a3, KOTOPHH CJeAHT 3a HaMH, H NITHIY, KOTOpasi HOCHT €ro.
3TO KUBOTHBIE, KOTOPHE PACCKA3BIBAKT MYPrY, TAe Mbl HaXOAHM-
ca. I'ne 66 OXOTHHKM HH YBHIEAH 3THX CYIUECTB, OHM NOJKHBI HX
y6uth. Ecnn Mypry He 6yayT 3HaTb, re MBl, OHH HE CMOTYT Ha-
nacTe Ha Hac.

— Tel mpas, Mapranyc,— yBaXXHTeAbHO cKaszald Xepuiaak. — Mul
€AMHCTBEHHEE, KTO 3HaeT 00 9THX CyllecTBaXx.

Xepunak Tak NPOCTO W eCTECTBEHHO MOJb30Bajcs 3HaHHUAMH Kep-
PHK4, KOTOpHEE COBCeM HeaBHO OIUeJOMHJM ero cBoefi HOBH3HOH,
y1o KeppHuk BApPYr MOUyBCTBOBAJ NPHAHB ropAocTd. BosMoXHO, OH
He yMeeT OXOTHTbCS TAaK XOPOUIO, KaK OHM, H ero CTpessl 4acTo Je-
TAT MHMO LeNH, HO OH 3HaeT o Mypry, a omu Her. [lycts. ero
HeJb3sl YBaXKaTh 332 OXOTHHYLIO A06J/ecTb, OH MOMeT OLITh NMepBHM
B Apyro# obaactH, OHH TMOAXBATHAH NTHLY H NOTALMJAH B Ja-
reps.

Pentop cam mo ce6e GBI AOCTAaTOYHO HHTEPECeH, HHKTO H3 OXOTHH-
KOB He BHAEN A0 CHX nop Taxofl Goabinolk nTaubl. OHM PacKHHYIH
€r0 KPHJAbS BO BCIO AMHHY, 3aTéM H3MepHAH HX wraramH. OXoTHH-
KA ObJIH H3YMJEHB TOYHOCTBIO BHICTPEJOB: 06e CTPesih Nonanid
IITHIIe TPSIMO B IPyAb. JleTH moabHpajduchk NOGJIHKE M NHTANHCh
NOTPOTaTh ee, HO KX rHanu npods. OfHa KeHUMHA HAKJOHHIACE H
TKHyJla 4YepHOe CYLIeCTBO Ha HOTe penropa, a 3aTeM, Koria riaas
OTKPBIICS W B3rASHYJX Ha Hee, 3aBM3XaJa. YBHACB 370, BCE CTOJ-
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n4gHCh BOKPYr. XepHNak HAKJOHHJICRK, BHIPe3a] CTpeNb, ¥ OHY
¢ OpTtHapou yuunH K cebe.

— Terieps THl ROMMKEH HAYUHTHCH CTPEASTb H3 CMEPTOHOCHHX Na-
JIOK TaK JKe XOPOHID, KaK H3 JYKa,— cKazaJ Xepalak.

K Beuepy ofa oxorHHka ofipamaiich ¢ opyxueMm He Xyxe Kep-
puKa. OpTHap HAKOPMHJ CYLIECTBO KYCOUKAMH CYIIEHOTO MfAca H3
CBOER CYMKH, 3aTeM 3aKPHJi er0 pOT.

— DtuM Heabsst yOMTH OJIEHS HA OX0Te,— CKasaJl OH,— MM TpYA-
HO IMTPHEENHTHCS, X& K APOTHKH JETAT HeJaneKo.

— OJeHsi MBI MOXKeM YOHTb KONBEM HJH CTPENOH,—— OoTBeTHA Xe-
punag,— 310 OyNeT HYXHO RaM AJas MYPry, Koria MK nofzem
Ha IOT.

— Ilpexae yeM OTHPaBHTLCA B NYTELIeCTBHE, S xouy, YTOOH Bce
OXOTHHKH 3HajM, KaK 3THM I0JAb30Bathes,— ckasan Keppuk. —
Toabko TorAa MH nofinem.

OHH HCKynaauCh B Dexe K BepHyJHch K naiatkaM. Hous 6muia
scHOH, H B HeOe Mepuany 3Be3jbl, MeppHuT nojpana UM MsAco, a Io-
TOM K Ko¢Tpy nofomesn mamaH. Kaxayw Houb OH XOAHJI OT OA-
HOTO KOCTpPa K APYrOMY, H JIOAH TOBOPHAM ¢ HHM O BEIaX, KOTO-
pHe 3Hal ToAbKO oH. Cefiuac OH TMOAO3PHTENALHO NOTJASAHBAN Ha
Keppuka, xorophiit ofnagan 3HaHHeMm, HedocTynHeiM Ppaxeny. Xe-
PHJIaK 3aMeTHJ 3TO Y JIOBKO INEPERJIOYHIA Ha JApYroe BHAMAHHE
CTapHKa.

— Tlpownofl HOUBLID MHE TPHCHHAOCH, GVATO BMecTe ¢ ADPYIHMH
1 OXOTHJCA Ha MacCTOJOHTd,—— CKa3aJd OH. ®pakeH KHBHYJ U TO-
UMOKas ryGaMmu, noTaruBas ropsayuft yaih. — Kax 310 Morie GbTb?
$1 TOABKO OAHAXIH OXOTHICS HAa MAacTOJAOHTA, KOTAA ObLI COBCEM
MOJIGBIM.

— Ha »srtoT paz oXOTHACS He TH,— CKA3aJd CTApHK. — IT0 OB
TBOH AYX.

Bokpyr kocTpa craqso tixo. Bee BHUMATEABHO CAyIIANH.

— Jlyx nokuaaer rTeno, Korfia MH yMHpaeM, HO HHOTJa OH Aekaer
310, Koraa Mbl cnuM. TBOA AYX NMOKHHYJ TeOsf H NHPHCOCAHHHIACH
K OXOTHHKaM. VIMEHHO MO03TOMY OXOTHHKA Heln3sl GYIAUTh, €CAH
OH KpelKo CHIHUT, ero AYXa MOXKeT He OHTL Ha MECTe, ¥ TOCAd OXOT-
HHK yMpeT. Ecan ymepuwnii OXOTHHK OBIT HCKYCEH B OXOTE, €r0
IyX NPUCOeAMHKTCA K APYTHM Cpeay 3Be3f.

Ero ronoc noHE3MJCA H €T NIOXOXK HA CKPeRKerT.

— Ho octeperafiTech OXOTHHKA, KOTOPHMA NpHUYHMHSET HENPUATHO-
CTH W BeJeT IVIOXYIO XH3Hb. Korja oH yMHpaeT, ero AyxX OCTaercs
Nno6JAH30CTH H NPHYMHAET HempHsiTHOCTH ApyrHM. CoBceM Mmo-Apy-
roMy ¢ HCKyCHLIM O0XOTHMKOM. Ero ayx 6yjer cpeiH 3Be3f, H BCe
MOTyT ero ysuaeTb. OH 6yAeT NPHXOAHTh BO CHE W TTOMOraTth ApPY-
TAM, IpeAynpexaas Hx o6 olnacROCTH.

Keppuk cayman, HO Huuero He rosopui. Ceifuac OH BCIOMHHJIL.
KaK crapuii OraTup pacckassiBajd HCTODHH BpoZde 3TOH, BCIOMHHJ
APOXKb €Tpaxa, KOrfla OH NMHITAJCs 3aCHYTb, 006Ch, Y10 YeH-TO AYX
MOxKeT GpoAHThL pajoM. Ternepn Bce 3TO OBJIO TOABKO CKa3KaAMH.
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Hitnausl paceMesances 6bl, YOAbIIIaB PasTOROPHL 0 AyXaXx H 3Be3/aX.
Jna HHX cMepTh GblJIAa MPOCTO KOHHOM CYILECTROBAaHHA U HE CORep-
Xaja HHKakKoH TafdHe. OHM 3Haau, YTO 3Be3Abl HAXOIATCH NANEKO
H HX CYIECTBOBAaHHE He MOXKeT BJHSATL Ha 3eMHble cofmnTusa. OH
BCHOMHHJ 3XeKak, Paccka3bBaBUIyl0 eMy O 3Be3gax, O TOM, Ha-
CKOMLKO OHKM TOPAYH ¥ KaK XoAcAHa Jlysa — naaneTa, BecbMa DOXO-
xasg Ha 3emnw. Korma Keppux B3rastHya Ha JuUa CHAEBUIHX BO-
KpYr KOCTpa, OH YBHJEJ YyBaX€HHE H Bepy H pellua, uTo ceffuac
He BpeMsl H HE MeCTO 3aTeBaTh CIOP C LIaMaHOM.

Korna ®paken ywen K APYyroMy KOCTPY, MHOTHe NOCAEROBAJH 3a
HHM. OcTanoch TOJBKO HECKOJBKO OXOTHHKOB, CHIEBLIMX Y OIHSA
K pasroBapuBaBuwiuxX, HUKTO K3 HUX, Kasagoch, He o6paTHA BHHMa-
HHS; 312 TO, YTO JAEBYINKA, NPHHECIIAss COPCTb lEPbeB, MPHCOEAHHHU-
jdack K HuUM. KeppHK BCNIOMHHA, 4TO 3TO cTrapias acus Kessiu-
maHca Papnan. OHa Ouna BECOKOH W cuaAbBOH, C BOJOCAMH, 3a-
IJeTEHHBIME B AJMMHHYI0 Kocy. Koraa oHa ciaydaifiHO KOCHYJMach
ero, Keppux ucnmlTaj 4yBCTBO, KOTOPOE He MOr NOHATh, B HETep-
neaHso 3awgeBeasilics. Qua ofowmuna BOKPYr KOCTpa K cena BO3JE
OpTHapa. .

— 310 neppst G0AbWIOH NTHUK, KOTOPYI0 BH YOHJIH,— CKasana
oHa. OpTHap cOrJacHO KHBHYJ, €ABa B3rAsHyB na Hee,— Echu
HMH YKPacHTb TBOIO OJEXKAY, BCe OYAYT 3HATb, KAK XOPOIIQ BJaa-
Aeellb TH JyKoM.— OHa Ha MrHOBeHue 3akojeGanack,— S wmory
cAelaTth »TO.

OptHap ZOATO MOAYAJ, HO NOTGM BCE-TAKH COCAACHICS.

— I nokaxy Tebe cBow omexay. — OH HalpaBHWJICS B TEMHOTY,
a OHa NMocJAedoBala 3a HUM, _

OXoTiiHKH KaK 6yATO He 3aMeTHJH 3TOF0, HO OJAHMH H3 HUX Yablf-
Hyacsa ¥ noamurHya Keppuky. Tonbko Koraa napa ucuesiaa H3
BHAY, OXOTHHKH 3alUeNTaJHCh APYT € ADYLOM, 4 OJHMH TPOMKO pac-
CMEsLICS,

UT0-T0 CAYYIHIOCH, YTO-TO BaKHOE, HO HHKTO HHYErG He 0ODbsICHU
Keppuky, oH Toxe moadad, 605Ch 3a1aTh MY BONpoc.

OpTHapa He Guii0 B HX naaaTke, korja KeppHk BepHysacs, H Toab-
KO YTPOM OH 3aMeTH/I, YTO HCYE3JIH U BCe ero Bellu.

— T'ne OpTHap? — cnpocua ox. :

~ Cnut B ApYrofi nanartke, — KOPOTKO OTBETHJ XEPHJAaK, BCeM
BUJIOM NOKa3bIBast HexenaHHe NPOAGJIKATE PA3rOBOP.

KeppHk Hauan noHuMaTh, YTO B XHU3HH TaHy ecTh BellH, 0 KOTO-
PEIX NPEAROYHTAIOT He roBoputb. HO OH TOXe TaHy U XoTeda Obl
3HaTh, B 4eM TYT Aeqo. ONHAKO OH He TPELCTaB/s, ¢ KEM MOMKHO
IIOFOBOPHTH O 3aHHTEPECOBABIINX €ro CTPAHHOCTAX,

BnpoueM, rauHcTBeHHOe mnoBexeHue OprHapa 3alHA0Ch B CcyMa-
Toxe cGOpoB.

OHH OTIPaBAANKCE Ha 10T, B HEH3BECTHOCTS.
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YabhanaH, XOpOUIO 3HABLUIMH 3TH MECTa, BeA HX 4epes3 jJeca NPAMO
Ha wr. Koraa pepeebs Hayaau peleTb H BIepegH NOKaaaxach Ho-
pocuiasi TpaBoil paBHMHA, OH NPHKAa3aJ OCTAHOBUTBCS H OTIpa-
BuJics Haszald K Keppuky.

— DBrnepegu OTKpHITOE NPOCTPAHCTBO. Mbl OCTAHOBUJHCH, KaK ThH
H TOBOPHJ, MapraJuayc.

— Xopouo,— ckasai Keppux —Mu ¢ XepHJI&KOM o6CcyAHaH, UTO
HYXKHO AeJaTh, KOIAa Mbl BOHAEM Ha PaBHHHY H OKaXeMcs Cpeiu
mypry. Ecar M no#ileM, Kak oObIYHO, OIHOH KOMOHHOH, TO OyreMm
OTKPBITHl AJf HanmajerHs 8 Jwfoe spemss 4 ¢ AW060H CTOPOHBL
B necy MacTOAOBTH AOAXKHBI MATH APYT 32 APYTOM, NOTOMY 4TO
Npoxoabl MEeXAy AepeBbsIMH Y3KH, HO 3[eChb HeT AePeBheB, H Mb
MOKeM NBHraThcsi HHaue. BOT UTe MBI peliiin.

OXOTHHKM NOAOULIH GJHKE H CMOTPeNH, uTo Keppuk 4epTHT na-
JIOUKOH Ha 3emjie,

MacrononToB Mbl coffepeM B OJHY Ipynny,— CKaszasa oH.— XepH-
JaK ¢ OTPAJOM OXOTHHKOB MOHJeT Bmepej, [OTOMY 4TO OH CaKpH-
neke 1 OyjaeT PYKOBOAHTh CPaKeHHEM, eCsTH OHO Haurercs. Ho myp-
I'y MOTYT aTaKoBaTh Hac ¢ ¢/aHra WIH C3afH, MOITOMY MBI A0JXK-
HBl GuTb 3ammiedsl orobeloAy. Te, Kemnumane, ¢ OXoTHHKaMH
cBoelt cammaj OyZdewls cnieBa, a TH, ¥YJbhajgaH, cnpaa, I noiay
BMECTE C OCTABUIMMMCS OXOTHHKaMK ¢3ahu. Bee Mul Gynem Boopy-
KEeHbl CMEPTOHOCHBIMH TTAJIKAMH, a TaKXKe KONMBAMH M JNyKamu. Ta-
KHM 00pa3oM, OXOTHHKH CO BCeX CTOPOH CMOTYT 3aIUMTHTS caMMaj
B LeNTpe...

B 3TOT MOMEHT €ro npepBaJ TPEBOXKHBIA KPHK OAHOrO H3 MajibuH-
KOB, KOTOPHH clleana 3a JjecoM. OXOTHHKH NOBEPHYJHCh, Aepxka
opyxHe RaroToBe. CTPaHHHH OXQTHUK BHIILE] H3-32 AepeBbeB H
CTOSIJ HeMOMBMIKHO, Iand Ha HuX. CyAs no xparam u3 6epezoBoii
KOPBl Yy HEro Ha Horax, oH Obll M3 caMMa/, NMpHileIIAX H3-3a rop.
- Xepunaxk Hanpasuics emy Hascrpedy. Korla oH mopomea 6iuxe,
OXOTHHK HAKJOHHJCS H TNOJOMKHJI CBOE KONbE Ha 3eMJ10, XepHaak
creNan TG JKe caMoe, H TOTAa OXOTHHK 3aroBOPU ¢ HHM. XepHaakK
II0Kauaa TOJOBOH, 3aTeM IIOBepHYJCS M CcKasaa, ofpamasch
K OCTaJbHHIM:

— $1 nvyero He NOHHMaIO.

— Tlyets ¢ Hum noroBoput Hesacdap,— ckazan Yaspanad. — OH
OXOTHACA fI0 TY CTOPOHY TOP K 3HAET, KAK Olik TOBOPAT.

Hepacdap oTsoxua KoNbe K 1OIIeN K CTPAHHOMY OXOTHHKY, a Bce
MoJIua CMOTpenr eMy Beaen, [locaenorasn GHCTPHE ofOMmen ¢pa-
samy, notom Hepacdap nepesen:

— On cammanap no uMenu Xap-Xarona. OH roBOPHT, YTO HX
MaCTOJOHTH YMEpJH 3HMOH OT X0J0Ja W OHH ChelH HX, YTOOH
octaThes B KHBHIX. Ceffyac Bce 3anachl NHUIM KOHYUJIHCH, U OHH
YMpPYT, KOorAa Bunager cHer, O cibluald, 4yTo y Hac MHOTO MHILH,
¥ TIPOCHT OJOJKHTb HM.
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— Her,— Tyr xe orBetua Xepulak, H JPYTHe OXOTHHKH 3aKUBa-
JIH, CONVIACHBILKCE.

Xap-Xapoja OTCTYNHJ Hazag— BHAHMOG, 3TO cJa0Bo on 3raJ. [lo-
cMOoTpeB Ha feccTpacTHbe JIMLA, OH NONBITA/ICA 3arOBOPHTDL, HO TYT
}e noHsa, uto 510 Hecnosesno, OH HAKJIOHHJCH, MOAHS] KONbe H
noBepuyaca, 4robul yAtH. M B 3TOT MOMeEHT ero okamkHya Kep-
PHK: .

— Ilopoxznu! Hepacdap, ckaxku, uto6m oH He yxomua. Cnpocn
'€ro, CKOJIbKO OXOTHHKOB B €0 CaMMaj.

— ¥ Hac HeT JMIIHeH NHIUK,— cKadaan Xepuiaak.— OH AOJxen
YHTH.

— $1 roBopic cefiyac Kak mapraayc. CaywafiTe, 4To A X0uy CKa-
34Th.

Xepuaak HpHSHaJI 3TO H 3aMoJIyaJ. v

— ¥ Hac cefiuac OoJbLie Mfca, Y€M MB MOMKEM CbecTh... Mdco,
JoOGHITOE 0XOTOH, TAaKOe 3Ke XOpoulee, Kax MfACO, 3aXBAUEHHOE Y
Mypry. Koraa ™Mbl BuiiieM Ha pPaBHHHY, 0XOTa CTAHET OTIHYHOM,
u MsAca Oyaer eme Goawnmwe. Ho tam 6ynyT m Mypry, oT KOTOpHIX
HaM nprjeTcs 3awmumatbess. Korxa owd ramamyr, o, yem 6Goabiue
Oyder y Hac Jwjed, TeM yBepeHHee MH 6yaeM cebsi UYBCTBOBATD.
[Mo-Moemy, MBI JOJNKHL! TO3BOJAHTb UM MPHCOCAHHHUTLCS XK HaM,
'{T06bl HCNIOJAb30BaTh HX KOIbSA.

XepHJax HEMHOTO MOAYMAN, HOTOM KHBHYJI.

— Mapranyc rooput npasly. HaM HyKHB cefiuac OXOTHHKH, IIO-
TOMY YTO HY)XHO BBHICTABJAATE OXPaHY HA HOub. §1 TOXKe roBOpIO:
no3roauM UM HATH ¢ HamH. [loroopu ¢ nuM, HeBacdap, u obnsc-
U nojoxkeHHe. CKaxellb eMy, UTO, €C/IH €ro OXOTHHKH OYAYT cpa-
JKaThCsl Ha Halled CTODOHe, BCS €ro caMmal noJIyuuT mHILy,
Yeawmap sto, Xap-XaBosia BRINpAMHICA K yaapasa ceGst B rpylb.
Hepachapy ne HyxKHO OLLIO NEPEBOAWTL €ro CJOBAd, BCe MOHANH
HX H TaK: TaHy H3-3a TOP - BEJHKHE OXOTHHKH H BOMHSI. Onn
noHayT.

3aTeM caMMaaap NOBEPHYACH K JepPeBbsM H BHIKPHKHYJ IPHKa3.
Llemouka McnyraREHX JKeHIUWH NOSIBHAAchk OTTYAA, Beld 3a coboH
detelt. OXOTHHKH UL1H ciaefoM. Bee oHu HBLIH HCTOILEHH B ¢ Oaa-
roflapHOCTbIO MPHHANH MPEeAJI0XKeHHYo uM nuuty. Korga Bce no-
€4, KOJIOHHZ JABHHYJIACh Biepej, BEIXO/s HAa DABHHHY,

TloKa MacTOAOHTOB cOGHpaAH B OAHY FpyNNy, XepHIaK NOrOBOPH
C caMMaJapaMHu.

— Cefiyac y Hac crafo 6oablle OXOTHHKOB, W 3HAuUMT, OMACHOCTH
YMEHBLIHJIACE, Keppuk xak maprajnyc MOKeT HATH BrepeaH, BMecTe
co MHo#, Xap-XaBoja 6yAeT co CBOUMH OXOTHHKAMH TaM, Ile Onac-
HOCTh HEBEJHKA, IOTOMY 4TO ¥ HHX HeT CMepPTOHOCHHIX MalOK. Ko-
ria Bce 3afiMyT CBOM MECTa, MBI [[BHHEMCH,

TpassHucTas paBHHHA TSHYJNACL nmepel HHUMH JO CaMOro [ODHSOH-
Ta ¥ BHrAsiuena o6MaHYMBO MHUPHOH. Yabndagan 3Haa 3To 1o cob-
CTBEHHOMY ONBITY; IJISLAsl BOKPYT, OH [OIMaXHBA naabnaMu 6onb-
mo#t 3y6, BUCEBIIHI y Hero Ha mee, Bce OXOTHUKH KPEIKO CXKH-
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MaJI¥ CBOE OPY3KHe, XOPOILO MOHHMAs, YTO OHHM yyXue 31ech. Jlaxke
MAacTOAOHTAM TMepeialochk O0Llee HAUpPAKEHHe, H OHH TO H A&JC
TpyOuNK, BHICOKO 3aJHPas FOJNOBH.

U3 HebBoabIIOH JAOJAHHBI TIOSABHJOCH CTAJAC JKHBOTHBIX, OBICTPO
npubauxasuteecs k tany. [lo curnany XepHinaka MACTOAOHTH OCTa-
HOBHJIHCb, OXOTHHKH OLICTPO BRHIILJIK BUepes H CTaJdH B JHHHIO MeX-
Y HEH3BeCTHOH YIpo3oH W caMMad. 3To ObIIH He3HAKOMHE OXOT-
HHKaM CylHecTBa ¢ MJHEHHMH IlOessMH K Horamu. [lepemnue no-
BEPHYJIH POUYb, YBHAEB TaHY, H YMUQJIUCh, TOAHHMAN TYUH HBIAH.
ITocsie 370roc MaHeBpa OOHApYKHJIOCH HECKOJBKO KPYIHHX, CTPaR-
HBIX, CYLIECTB, KOTOpHE TmnpecnefoBaau ybGerasimee crago. OnHo
H3 HHX, VBHJAEB MAaCTOJOHTOB, TPOMKO 3aKpHYaJo H Opocujoch
B aTaky.

Keppuk NMOAHAA CBOE PYXbe H BHICTPENHA B NpHOAHIKaKWOLIeecs
#*uBoTHOe, CyIecTBO NOANPHITHYJNO, 3aBepellano, a 3aTeM, KOTA2
g4 Hauan AeHCTBOBAThb, TAMKEJNO PYXHYJAO B TpaBy. B npeacmepr-
HHX CYHOpOrax OHO 3aJeprajoch, HOTOM IOHPOKO PacKphJIO POT
H XPHUIJO 3aKPHYAJ0. [0 OXOTHHKOB AOHECHOCH OTBPATHTENbHOE
JbIXaHHe.

MacToloHTH HCNYTaHHO 3aTpyOHJH, CTaHOBRCh Ha AbIOH, AaBf
CBOM H coceflRHe BONOKYLH. ONHH OXOTHHKH GPOCHJHCH YCIOKaH-
BaTb HX, APYrue OpPOACANKANM [AeP¥AaTb OPYMHE HAroTOBe, IMAis
sriepead. Ho omacHocTs MHHoBana, CraZlo HCUe3no BAAJEKE, NO-
NpeXHEMY TNpecaelyeMoe OrpPOMHBIMH XHIIHHKaMH. KeppHx ocTO-
POXHG Tojowes K yOHTOMY XBBOTHOMY. OHO JleXaJo HenoABHXK-
HO, TOpPOfi MepTBOH IVIOTH, ero 3ajHHe HOTH OHIM QJIHHHBIMH H
MYCKYJUCTEIMH, 2 YeJIOCTH YCesiHBl PSAAaMH OCTPHIX 3y00B,

— MOXHO JH eCThb MACO 3TOro CyLIecTBa? — CTNPOCHA OAHH H3
OXOTHHKOB, ofpamasice K Keppuky.

— He 3nawo. S Hukoraa He Bujen ux npexnae. Ho oHo nHtaerca
MSICOM, 4 MYPry ynoTpebndlOT B NMUULY TOJAbKO Te€X XHBOTHHIX, KO-
TOpble KOPMSTCS TPABOK K JIHCThAMH.

— Y MBI ocTynHM TaK XKe,— ckazan XepuJak.

TaHy enn MsicO XMIHHKOB, JKeCTKOe W HEBKYCHOE, TOJIBKO B cayyae .
CHAbHOro rododa. CeHuac y uux 6BHJIO AOCTATOUHO ITHIUH, H HHKTO
He XOTeJ BO3HThCS € THM OTBPATHTEIbHLIM CYIIECTBOM.

Ha papuuHe xumnesna xusHb. Brcoko B HeGe jeTaJH TEMHBEIE Cylle-
CTBZ, OTHIONb He NOXOXKUE Ha NTHU. B MeaxoM o3epe, KOTOpO€ OHU
obouLTy o WHPOKON Ayre, MIECKAJHCh OTPOMHbBIE JKHBOTHHE. Ma-
JAeHbKHEe Mypry pasGeraqnch B pa3HEE CTOPOHBI, €1BAa BHAMMEIE
B BRICOKOW TpaBe. OXOTHHKH He TepsaH GAHTENbHOCTH M JAepIKaJH
OpYKHE€ HaroToBe, HO HHKAKMX Hamajenuii Gojpme He OuLI0.
Teny navannm yAAHRATHCH, KOTAA OHH OCTAROBMJIHCh Y pydbs, UTO-
6bl HATIOHTH CBOUX JKHBOTHBIX, XeDHJI2K YKa3a/l Ha HEBBICOKHH XOJM
¢ mopoclie JecoM BeplIKHOH,

— Mmp ocTaHoBHMCA TaM Ha Houb, [lepeBbsl 3aILUTHT Hac, U BOAE
OypeT pafoM.

KeppHx B3rJstHyn Ha polly ¢ GecnoKoiicTBOM.
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— Mpl He 3HAaeM, UTO MOJKET CKDHBaThCR TaM,— cKasad oH.— He
Jayqile JH OCTAHOBHTbCS 34eCh, LAe Mbl MOXEM BHUIETb BCeX NpH-
OAWKAWIMUXCA K Ham? _
— Mpel 3naeM cefiyac, Yro JAHeM paBHUHA KHIIKT MYpPry, HO HaM
HUYEro He H3BECTHO O ee HOUHHMX obHtaTensx. Jlepembs LamgyT HAM
ybexHuiue. _
~— Torma HYXHO yGeauTbcd, YTO Mbl Oy[eM eIMHCTBEHHHIMH, KTO
_ npsyercss TaM. OTNpaBb NYYIIHX OXOTHHKOB, UTOGH OHH OCMOTPENH
XOJM, TTOKA HE CTEMHEJO.
OueHb CKOPO BBIRCHHJIOCH, YTO Cpejld HePeBheB  He CKPHIBAAOCh
HHYero omnacHoro. MaJjeHbKHEe MYpPry, 3aApaB XBOCTH, OpPOCHIAHCH
HayTeK OT OXOTHHKOB, HecKOJbXO NTHH, KOPMHBINHXCA II0AaMH
JepeBbeB, MOJHSAMK TPOMKHI KPHK M 3aXJ0NalH KPRUILIME. Dodb-
Lle B Polle HHUKOTO He 0KAa3aJdoch. ITO BHIIO XOpPOIIee MECTO AJS
OCTAHOQBKH,
MacToaoHTEl, €ABa MX OCBOBOMMAM OT FPY34, YCIOKOHJHCh H CTa/H
0OpHBATh ¢ AEPEBbEB JHCTbA. MaJbUuKU DA3BeJH OroHb, NpHUHECH
B IVIMHSIHBIX TOPIIKAX YIJIM, H BCKODE CPelH AEPEBLEB YXKe CTOSMH
nanaTky. Korna crano TemMHeTb, BOKPYT Jiarepsi BBICTaBHAH OXpa-
HY, KOTOpasl JOJAMHA GbIa MEHATHCA B TeUEHHE HOYH.
— MM cpesasH Bce, 4TO MOINH,— cKasajd Xepuniak.— MH mnpo-
UK 3[echb Hall NepBEIi JeHb,
— Hagetoch, npoxkuBeM H HOYb,— oTO3Basic KeppK, NOrasabiBast
1o cropoHaM. — XOUercsi BEPHTb, YTO MHL He CRENAJH OLEHOKH, IPH-
I8 cloja.
— Tul cAUMIKOM MHOTO AyMaellb O TOM, Yero He/b3sl H3MEHHTb.
Pewrenue npuHaTO, H ¥ HAC HET HHOTO MYTH, '
«XepHJaaK npas,—noayMad Keppuk,—s CJHIUKOM MHOIO TPeBO-
*)yck. Ho OoH ¥ panblie 6B caMMajapoM H 3HAeT, KAK PYKOBOAHTh
OPYTUMH, a IJS MEHS BCe 3TO HOBO».
[ToeB, oH GHICTPO 3acHYJ ¥ MpPOCHYJCS TOJABKO, Korfaa XepHaak
¢Jlerka moTpAc ero 3a naedo. Houb Oblna TeMuo#, Ho 3Be3anl Oxot-
HHKa BBIUNA M3-3d4 TOPH3OHTA, H CKOPO HOJKeH Oblli MOSBHTHCS
Macrogour: paccser bl GAH30K.,
— HHKTO He lHoAXOAH K HAM 3TOH HOYBK,— CKa3ajl Xepuiak,—
XOTH BOKPYT HOJMHO XHBOTHEIX. MoOXeT, HM He HDPABHTCH HALI 3a-
max?
KeppuK CTOsJ Ha BepllUMHE CKJIQHA K CMOTPER BHH3, Ha TEMHYIO
JHHHIO PYUbS.
O6a oHu mMoJua XAAJH, NOKA npuﬁnumamuumcn paccBeT He ocBe-
THJ He0o HA BOCTOKE,
— JleHb M HOYbL, a MbL! BCe el KUBH ,— ckasan Xepuaak.— ['opo-
PAT, YTO XOPOMIO HAYATHIA AYTh TAK K€ XOPOUIO 3aKOHYHTCH.

11
MennenHoe NBHIKEHHE HA 10T NPOAOJKANOCH YK€ HECKOJNbKO LHell.
OXOTHHKH NO-TIPEXHEMY COGJIOAaNH OCTOPOXKHOCTD, HO IILIH CO BCE
MEHBUIMMH ONAaCeHHAMH H crnajn 6e3 crpaxa. Paernana wuzoGuno-
Bajia MHBOTHBIMH, HO B OCHOBHOM 3TO OBIIH TPaBOAAHLIE MYpPLy,

212



KoTopele pasberanuch nepei caMMal W HX MacTOAOHTAMH. BuLiu
TaM 4 XMINHHKH, caMble KPYIHBIE U3 KOTOPHX HIIOrLa HallajaJan
Ha KoJoHHY, OXOTHHKH yOHBAMH TeX, KTO IIOAXOAUJ CJAHIIKOM GJH3-
KO, a OCTaJIbHLIe, BHAR 3TO, CTAJH JEPXKaThCs MOOAAJb.

Iyt ux npoJera’ BAaJH OT GOAOT, BOJbL PEKH, KYAA CXOAKIHCh
HA BOAONOH caMble pasHele XHBOTHHE, [0 BO3MOXHOCTH OHH CTa-
paJHCh H30eraThb ryCTHIX J€COB, MOTOMY UTO TaM NPHXOAWIOCH HATH
IeNOYKOK H OXPaHATb caMMal GRIO TpyAHEe.

Bornpexkn NOCTORHHOM OMACHOCTH, OXOTHHKH C HAaAEKAOH BCTpeua-
JH KaXAHHA HOBMIK AeHb H KaXKAylo HOUb, PasrosapuBanx y KOCT-
POB O TOM, YTO MM yAaJoch yBHAeTb. OKpyXawwWHH MUp OB A5
HHX CYIIecTBeHHOW YacTeio XKu3HH. OGHYHO OHH 3HAAH Kaxjaoe
JHMBOTHOE B Jiecy, KaX/AyIo NTHIY Ha AepeBbsX, 3HANH HX NOBAJLKH
H KakK Ha HHX OXOTHThCH,

Ho celiyac oHM OTKpbiBaNM Aasi ceGs COBEPIIEHHO HOBBIA MHp.
B nayane nyrH oHu NpOIMNH Yepe3 NMOrpaHHUHEIE 3eMJIH, TAE MOXK-
#Ho OBIIO BCTPETHTHL OJeHedl H JPYrHX 3HAKOMBIX JKHBOTHHIX, 2 TaK-
K€ Mypry CaMbiX Das3/IHYHEIX BWIOB, HO NMOTOM BCe 3TO BAPYT H3-
MEHHJIOCb, H JKHBOTHHE, KOTOPHIX OHM 3BaJH H HAa KOTOPHIX OXO-
THANCH BCIO XKH3Hb, HCUe3J W, ToJbKC HEKOTODHE H3 NTHI[ BHIJsAE-
JH 3HAKOMHMH, na peba B peKe Bpoje 6bl He H3MEHUAACH, BCE XKe
ocTajablinle OBIAH MYPry, MYPry HacTOALKO PasHbi€, UYTO HX HeAb3s
OHJic HazBaTbh OAHHUM 3THM HMeHeM, [Tog Horamu B TpaBe KHILEH
MaJeHbKHe fIepHUb H 3MeH, 2 B TpaBfiHOM MOpe [laC/JHCh KHBOT-
Hble BCceX pa3MepoB M upeToB., J{OBOABHO HACTO NOUAZalUCh He-
GoJblIne CTAH NPOXKOPJIUBBIX XUUIHHKOB,

Onanaxkapl OHH YBHJENH CTePBATHHKOB, DPAa3PHIBaBIUHX THHIOIIMI
TPYN KPYNMHOTO KHBOTHOro. OHH OGBIIH TAK K€ OTPOMHEL, Kak pen-
TOp, XOrJa-to BhicAenuBUIMH WX. Korjga OXOTHHKH NPOXOAHIHM MH-
MO, OHM OTNIPHIFHBAJH B CTOPOHY Ha CBOMX ANMHHHIX HOr'aXx H, OT-
KPLIBAH KJIOBH, TIOJIHEIE OCTPHX 3Y60B, FTHERHO LIATICIH.

3eman Owina GoraToll, a AMYH TaK MHOIO, UTO CTPEAR OXOTHHUKOR
BCerjla HaXoJHJAH lesb. Korja oM OTNPAaBHJAHCH B NyTEUIECTBHE,
JHCTbS HAYHHAJH ONAajaTh C AePeBbeB, a N0 HOYAM NPUXOAHJHK Mep-
Bble 3aMOPO3KH — TIpeJBeCcTHHKH ckopoil 3umbl. Ho ceifluac Bpems
Kak OyATO MIOBepHYJO BCOSATH, H OHM BHOBb OKa3aJiUCh B TeIIOM
Jgere, Jaxe nmo HouaMm He OBJIO XOJA0J0B, 4 JHEeM OHH CHHMAJH
OJeXAY H XOAHAH 0GHAKEEHBMH,

HakoHen oBM npHwau tyAa, rie Gojawulas peka, BAONbL KOTODPOK
OHM JBHTAJHCh, CJAHBanach ¢ Apyroi, Goxee WHPOKOH U NOJHOBOA-
Hol. XoT# elBa MHHOBAJ NOJJeHb, XepHIAK OCTAHOBHI JBHIKEHHE
H mocaaj 3a Keppukom u camMajnapamu,

— 3aecy xopouiee mecto MR Jareps, ¥ PEeKH BCerga MOXHO Ha-
MOKTBb XHBOTHBEIX, KPOME TOTO, HOYLIO €€ NMpOlle OXPaHATb, BOKpyr
OTJHYHLIE MacTOMMIA AJA MAaCTOAOHTOB H MHOrO JpPOB AJsl HAIWHX
KOCTPOB. :

— Ewe caumkoM pano,— ckasan Yaodanal, — [Touemy MBI ocTa-
HOBHJIUCH ceHyac?
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— 3710 2 BaM ¥ xouy oGmsichuTh. Korna MBl OTUPABHANCL B NYTh,
TC PeWIHad TOJbKO, uTo nofiieM Ha ior. Y BoT MH 3zecs. Celiuac
IPHIWIO BpeMmsl pelllath, rAe OGyA€T Hall 3HMHHI Jarepb. HyxHo
noayMaTh 06 3TOM.

— Cerofnst MbBl TPOWAH MHMO YTHHOKJIOBBIX MYPTy, MHMO GoJb-
oro crafa,— ckasaa Keanumanc. — MHe HpaBuTes HX MACO,

—- Moe Ronbe APOKUT B Moell pyKe,— N006aBHI XepHJAAK, NOCAS-
ALIBas BXaJjb 332 peky. — Mbl He OXOTHJIMCh yXKe MHOro AHefl. —
TloroMy 51 H Tpeanara® OCTAHOBHTLCA 3/€Ch.

OXOTHHKH COrJIacHO 3aKHBANH. '

— A 4 ayMmMalo o Mypry-xoAslMX-Kak-tany,— cxasana Keppuk.—
O HHX HHKOrZa Henbas 3a6HBAaTh.

Yaebagan GuIpKHYII.

~— MH He BUAESH HH OJHOH H3 HX OOJBLUMX WTHI OHH He MOTYT
3HaTb, YTO MBI 3/1€Ch.

— Huxorﬂa Helb3sl OblTb YBEpEHHBHIM, YTO OHH 3HAKT, 4 YTO HET.
OuH BHcaeauad camMmajn Amaxacra, a Torga y HHX He GBUJIO NTHL.
Ine 661 Mbl HE OHIAIM U 4TO OB HH JEJaJH, MBL He JOJIKIH 3a0h-
BaTb O HUX, )

— Torga u4To TH Inpemsaraelib, Maprajyc?-— CIpocHJ Xepu-
JaK.

~— Bbl oxoTHHKH. Mbl OCTAHOBUMCS 3/l€Ch, €CIH 5TO BaM HPaBHT-
csl, HO Jarepp HYXKHO OXPaHATh W AHEM K HOUBK, CJIEAs 3a PeKoH
Ha cayuail HanaaeHus, Buaure, Kakaa oHa IIHpoKas 3xech? Jlanb-
Iie K Iory OHa HaBepHAKa Bnajaetr B okeaH. OKeaH H peKa MOTYT
cTaTh ROpOroit Aas Mypry, eciist OHH Y3HAIOT © MeCTe Hallero Ja-
reps.

— Maaraaye npas,— ckasan XepHNaK,— MB IOJXKHH cOOJI0ZATH
OCTOPOIKHOCTD, II0Ka GyJEM HaXOAUTLCH 3J€Ch.

Yantanaun BIrISHYR HA DEKY H HAXMYPHJICH.

— Jlo cHX nmop MH BcerTia CTaBMJH Jarepb CPefu JepeBbeB. 31ech
C/HMIIIKOM OTKPLITQE MECTO.

Keppuk BCuOMHMA AJbIecax, KOTOPHI TO:Xe€ CTOAA Y peKH, HO
6bl1 XOPOILO 3aluHILeH.

— Mypry B 3TOM C/yuae AeJaloT TaK: BHPAIUMBAIOT KpemnkHe le-
pPeEbi H 3alIMLAIOT CBOH Jareph KOJIOYHMH KycTamuH. MHl He
yMeeM BhIpallHBaTk AEpeBbd, HO MOMKEM Hape3aTb KOJAIOYHX Ky-
CTOB ¥ BBIJIOXHTh M3 HHX 3AIIHTHYIO JHHHIO. DTO 3aJepPKHT CHA-
PYXKH MaNeHbKHX XHBOTHHIX, a OONBUIHX MBI CMOXKEM yOHTb.

— Mu HuUKOrfa npexje He Jesalld Tak,— 3anpotectosan Kenanu-
MaHc.

— Ho Mbl HHKOrjA2 mpeXAe He HaXOAWJIUCh TakK JaJeKo La lore,—
sametHs Xepuiak, — Ml cienaeM Tak, Kak cKasas Maprajyc.

XoTa OHH MpeAnoyarajH NPOBECTH 3Aech BCEro OAHY-ABe HOUH, HO
NpOLUITIO MHOTO AHeH, a OKH emle He ABHHYJIMCh ¢ MecTa, B peke
BOJHJI0CLE MHOTO DHIOH, H 0oXoTa Oblia oveHb xopoula, AdixKe Jyyile,
ueM OHM MOTH ceGe NMpeacTaBHTb. Y THHOK/IOBbIE MYPIry OblIIK Tak
MHOIOYMCAEHHH, YTO AaJbHIOIO FPaHHLy MX CTAA He BCErka MOXKHO
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Ou10 yBHAETh., OHU GBIAK CTOML 2Ke OLICTPLIMH, CKOJb H TJIYNH-
mu. Ecam rpynna OXOTHMKOB BHE3aNHO BO3HHKajda Nepel HHUMH,
oHu §pocaanch HayTeK. B 3TO BpeMsl ApYTHe OXOTHHKH, CHAS
B 3acaie, XAaJdd HX, AepXa KOMbY M JAYKH HaroToee, CyiuecrTsa
3TH OKa3aJucb He TOJAbKO OBICTPBHIMH M TJYNHMH, HO M OY€Hb
BKYCHBIMH, : :
[MocTeneHHO €TaAO SICKO, YTO OHH HAUWIM XOpollee MecTo AJIS 3H-
MOBKH, €CAH 3Ty TEMIYI ROrOAYy MOXHO ObIJIO HasBaTh 3UMOMH.
Oxapako BpeMeHa rofla $IBHO MEHSJIMCh K 3Jech: AHH CTaHOBHJHCH
KOPOTKHMH, H CO3BE3UA HOYHOro HeGa nepeMellauch.

N >xkeHNHHS!, H OXOTHMKH OBLIH PAXBl, UYTC KOHUHJIOCH UX ACATOE
myteiiecTsre. [lepexoAR, NMOTPY3KH W Pasrpy3ku He OCTaBASIW UM
BpeMeHu HH AJs KaKHX APYTHX 3aHaTuf. Tenepb, KoTAa Nanatku
NPOYHO 3aHSINK CBOH MECTa, BCe H3MEHHJIOCh K JyuilleMy. B 3emie
31€Ch POCNH CHEJAOGHBIE PACTEHHSA ¢ KOPHIHEBO-XKEATHIME KAyOHs-
MH, KOTOPBIX OHH HUMKOrZa Npex/e He BHAeJH.

Hcneuennble Ha yrasx, OBH DPHOOPETANH BOCXHTHTE/BHHKH CAAAKO-
BaTHf BKyC.

Buao MHoro pabortul M pasroeopos o060 BceM. [lorayany camman
Xap-XaBoas Aepxkanack OTAENbHO OT APYrMX, Bellb OHH TOBODUIH
Ha APYroM s3bIKe H 3HAJH, 4TO SBARIOTCA yyxakaMH. Ho xeHmluHbl
BCEX CaMMaj, BCTpeUanch 3a I'OTOBKOH nNuIM, oOHAPYXMIM, 4TO
noHuMawT Apyr Apyra. Jlerd nepBoe BpeMs Apajinck Mexay coboi,
HO, KOTJa NpULEEAbIb! Bbly4HJIH MapOak, Bce pasauyes Onau 3a-
Soitel. Jaxe OAMHOKHE XeHUIMHH GHIIM JOBOJIBHE, Belb TeNephb
Ha HHX DOCMaTpHBaJg0 OGo0Jabille MOJOAHX OXOTHHKOB. Hukorza
fpexae He GEIBaJO TakKoro GOJBIIOTO 3WMHETo jaareps. Tpu cam-
Maj, cofpaBilliecs B OJAHOM MecTe, CAeJNAJH XU3Hb NOJHOH K HHTe-
pecHON.

Jaxe ApMyH noAyyusa NepeibIUKY, 3aTePSABBINCH CPeiH JKeHIHH.
Opa 6uaa B cammal Yabdaiana Bcero TpH 3MMBI, H Bce OHH OnaH
TOPEeCTHHIMHA AJ5 Hee. B caMmmaj, KOTOPYIO OHH TNMOKHHYJH, 6bUT Ta-
KO royiofi, 910 Math AeByumkd, llecus, okasanach cABIIKOM cha-
601, uTo6H BHIKUTBL B NEPBYI0 3MMYy B HOBOf caMman. 3TO O3Ha-
yano, yto, KOTZa OTel APMYH YXOAMJ Ha OXOTY, OHA 0CTaBajach
Ge3 Bcakofl 3amiuTh. MaJbyHKH CMesJHCh HAJ HEH, ® M3 CaMOJIO-
6us OHa cTapasach MoJNuatbhb B HX nphcyTeTeHM. Koraa Bponrt, ee
OTell, He BEPHYJCH ¢ OXOTHl BO BTOPYIO 3MMY, efi NpUULIOCh Hapy-
IIMTb CBOe 3aTBOpHHuectBO. C Tex nop oHa crana pafoTaTh HA
MeppHT, MeHUIHBY caMMajJapa, NO3BOJARBIIYIO ef eCcThb ¥ €€ KOCTpa,
HO He NMHTABUIYIOCA 3AMWHUTHTL AeBYLIKY OT NOCTOSHHBIX HacMeLIex.
Meppur JAaxe caMa NPHCOSAHHAJNACh K HHM, KOIJa CepAMaAch, H
BMECTE CO BCEMH Ha3biBaJa ee «Oesnybe JHIO».

ApmyH GBTa Takoi ¢ POXKIEHMs, 06 3TOM el pacckashiBaja MaTb.
IIlecna Bcerna BuUHHMA ceba B TOM, YTO OAHAXAM, BO BpeMmdA GoJb-
LIOre ToJIoAa, yOUaa H chena OeJKy, XOTs BCE 3HAWT, YTO XKEeHIlK-
HaM 3ampellleHo OxoTHTbes. H3-3a aToro ee Aoub poAuiach ¢ rne-
penHuMu 3y6aMH, paccTaBJAeHHEIMH IMHPOKO, KAK y OCNKH, H C pas-
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JeseHHod BepxHed ry6oi. Ho He Tosbko ryfa Onina paspeneHa
HajBoe — Yy Hee OBIO ellle 06BepcTHE B HEGE.

}3-3a 3TOTO OTBEPCTHSI €¢ HEBO3MOXHO OLIIO KaK cleAyer Haxop-
MHTb, XKOTJa OHa Obla MJAAaZeHueM, [IOTOMY YTO OHa IPOMKO KpH-
yana ¥ Kamygana. [Totom, Korfa OHa ¢Taja rOBOPHUTh, BCE CJIOBA
3BydYaJu OdyeHs 3a0asho. HeyauBHTenbHO, UTO Apyrue HETH CMefl-
JIMCh Haj Hel.

OHH cMesisHCh ellle H ceHyac, IpaBRa KOrjAa OHA He MOMIA [0 HHX
DOTARYTHCH. Tenepb OHa ObIa MOJOAOH XKEHUWHHOH, GHCTPOHOTOM
H CHJbHOH, H KpOMe TOro, Mena Xapaktep, ObIBIIHH eZHHCTBEHHOM
ee 3alUMTOK B ReTcTBe. JlaxKe CTaplide MaJb4HKH HE OCMENHBAJIHUCH
cMeATbCA HaJ HeH, nepXKachk Nnoojanb, HO0 KyJaKd ee Bcerga Onlin
HATOTOBE W OHA YMEJa WMU NOJB30BATHCS. B KOHIle KOHUOB AETH
cTand Haferars 3TOro AemMoHa ¢ OeJuubBEM JHIOM. v

Ona pocna Ges Apysed, B cTopoHe oT Beex, Korsa eil HyxHO ObLIO
NPOHTH NO JIarepio, OHa PacCTErHBaja BEPX CBOEH KOMAHOK OREXK-
AH W NpATaja B Hee HHXKHIOW YacTb CBoero JuHua. C mnoMombio
CBOMX AJHMHHBIX BOJOC OHA NHITANaCh CAENATH TO XKE camoe.

Ho Tex mop noka ApMyH MoNuaJa, OCTaJbHblE JKEHIIHHE TepnenH
ee npucyreTBHe. OHa XKe BHHMATCALHO BCAYIIHBAjdach B HX BO3-
Oyxaennyo OoarosHio. QPapaan Opna caMo#d crapulet B 3TOH
rpynne, ¥ Korxa OpTHap NPHCOGAMHMICH X cammal, onla OHCTPO
collnach ¢ HUM, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO 3Haja ero CJAHIIKOM MaJo.
OO0blyBo ZeBylKAa 3HAKOMHJIACH C IOHOIIEH H3 APYroil caMmaj Ha
€XEroAHbIX BCTpevax, HO Tenmepb BCe H3MeHuJoch, H Papaad nep-
BOH H3BJEKna BHIrOAY M3 3TOH NepeMeHH. XOTH OCTAJNbHEIE MOJMO-
Jble XeHIUHEl TOBOPHAK CKBEpHBHIE CAOBA O €e CMEJIOCTH, QHA OJHA
HMGJIZ CBOIO NAaJaTKy H CBOEro OXOTHHMKA, & ¥ HUX HHYEro He OBIIO.
ApMYH He 3aBHAOBana ApYyruM, Ho el GOm0 ob6uinc. Ora 3Hana
PABHHEHE M Jieca Jyullie APYrux: MaTh Xopollo Hayyuaa ee. Co
cfopa KOpHeH OHa BO3BpamlaJach ¢ NOJHOH KOD3UHOH, TOrZa Kak
APYrHe KEHUIKMHBI NMOCTOSHHO >¥AaJIOBAaJHCh Ha Oecnaofde 3eMJd.
Ona mHoro paorasa, XOpoillo FOTCBHA2 W BoOOLIE yMesna BCe, uTO
MOIVIO CHENaTh €€ XeJaHHOA AAd niboro MOJOAOrO OXOTHHKA.
V- Bce e oHa AepxaJjach BRaJu or HUX. Korga oHd Buaeld ee
JHNO, OHH CMefJHCh, KOrfa OHAa TOBOPMJIZ — TOXe, MO3ITOMY OHA
npeAnoyHTaa MOJYATh H OCTaBaTbesi B cTopone. Tounee, neTajach
370 Aenath. Ho ¢ Tex mop Xak oHa esna y Koctpa Meppur, eil npu-
XOA4JOCh BBHINONHATh BCE, YTO NpPUKA3BIBaNa CTapas JKeHIUHHA.
Ona Hocu/a ApoBa W pe3ana Msco, o6Xurag pyku o6 yran. Mep-
DHT cMOTpesa, KAK OHAa TOTOBUT, H Kax/bl Beyep KjAaja BO3Bpa-
HWIEHHS yCTaJAblX H FOROJHBIX OXOTHHKOB. Ho ApmyH He XoTena ux
HacMelllek ¥ NO3TOMY BCerja HaxoAuna cebe Apyrue 3aHATHHA, KOoraa
OHHU colUupaJHCh BOKPYr KOCTPA.

Xota 3jgech He Ob0 cHera, GOABINYIO YACTh 3HMBl LAY JOXKIH.
370 OBLIO HENPHATHO, HO HE B TAKOH CTEIEHU, KAK MOPO3Hl K TJAy-
Gokuii cner. UsMenunuch ¢noco6r oxXoTs, HGo GoabiliHe CTaga YTH-
HOK/IOBHIX XOAHMJIH 110 paBHHHE, a MYpry OOHMTaJH B XOJMHCTOM
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yacti. OXOTHHKH YXOAKJU BCce JaJipllle H Jajblle 8 XOJMBHL, 4 3TO
6BLI10 NOBONBHO ONACHO.

YiKe creMHeNO, KOTAa OTPAA OXOTHUKOB BepHYJcs B aareph. JInu
TeNneph CTalH 0Y€Hh KOPOTKHMH, H HHOTAA OXOTHHKH NpecsaeIoBaH
JoGblyy UeAnMH HouamH. Ho Ha 3ToT pas yro-T10 OBLIO HeJAJHO,
NOTOMY 4TG OXOTHMKH TPOMKO 3aKpHUajH, OKa3aBWHCh B BHAY
Jarepsi. MyXuuHp, HaXONUBILHeCS B Jarepe, OpOCHIHCh K HHM Ha
romolb, Korga oHH nofoutnn 6iaHke K KOCTpaM, CTalo BHIHO, 4TO
OXOTHHKH HECYT JABE HapH HOCHAOK, CAeJAHHBIX U3 BETOK. XepHJaK
e Brepeayd, XMYDHH H ycTanbli.

— Cpeau nepeBbeB INpPsTaJCs Mapar, — cKasaJ OH,— OH Hanaxa
Ha HAac, U BCE TMPOH30ILIQ NpPEkKAEe, 4yeM Mhl CMOTJIH yOuTb ero.—
TlepBrie HOCHJKH TAXKeJO NMOCTABHJAHN Ha 3eMJK. — D10 Yabdaaan.
OH mepTB.

Yeauimas 310, Mepput rpoMko 3asbuia U Gpocunack Bhnepea. Or-
KHHYB MeXxa, 3aKphiBaBlle JUUO YabdajgaHa, OHA RPOHIUTRNLHO
BCKPHKHYJIA M CTaJla PBaTh BOJOCH Ha roJOBeE.

Xepunak Hawen BarasgaoM PpakeHa H NO3BAJ €ro.

— Ham HyXHO TBO€ yMeHHWe 3aJleyHBATh paHbl. Mapar ymaja Ha
Kepprka # cioMan eMy HoOry.

— MHe noHapo6uTCsi KpenKas NMajikKa M KOXaHble peMHH. Tol no-
MOXellb ‘MHE, '

— §1 npuHecy RanKy.— XepuJaX oOMIsifencd W yBHRen ApPMYVH,
cToalyw psfoM. — [IpHHecH MArKoNW KOXH, — IPHKa3aid OH. —
BricTpee.

Keppux 3axycun ryfy, HO He CMOr CAepKaTb CTOHA, KOrjla OHH
B3SIH ero ¢ HOCHUJIOK H fOJIOXKHJHM Ha 3eMJ0 y xoctpa. CloMaHKbE
KOHIBI KOCTH PA30LJIUCh, H pe3Kas 60Jb NpoH3uaa ero, koraa Ppa-
KeH KOCHYJCS HOTH.

— JlepxHu ero 3a maeun, Xepuaak, a 9 JepHY HOTY, — IPUKA3a]
®paKeH, 3aTeM HaKJOHHJICA H cXBatna Hory Keppuxka. OH aepran
W II0BOpAau#BaJ ee A0 TeX Mop, NMOKa CJIOMAHHBIE KOHIE He BCTpe-
tHaAKRCh. OT Goan KeppHK morepss co3xaHke,

— Ilanku coxpaHAT KocTW Ha Mecre, — cKasan Dpaken, Kpenko
CBA3BIBAST UX PEMHAMH M3 MSRTKOH KOXKH.

Bcee 6ni10 clleslaHO OYeHb OHICTPO.

— OTHeceM ero B majaTKy H HakpoeM WKypaMmi. EMy HyXHO Ten-
Jgo. Thl, feBYIIKA, NOMOXKEIIL HAaM.

Keppuk npuiliesn B cebsi OT peskoi, myabcupymoulen 6ond B Hore.
OnHako oHa Obsa HaMHOro cnabee, ueM paHbile. OH NPHIOAHAJCS
Ha NOKTAX M B MepUAKMeM cBeTe OlHA YBHAEN KOMAHBIE DEMHH,
3aKpenuBilide ero Hory. Koxa He Obija pa3opBaHa, K Bce [OJIKEO
6HIIO XOPOWIO 3aXKHTh. KT0-TO LIeBeJabHYJCA B TEMHOTE Iepej HHM,
— K10 31€Ch? — BOCKNHKHYJ OH.

— ApDMYH, — HEOXOTHO OTBETH/A OHA,

OB OTKHHYJCS Ha CIIHHY.

— Ilpunecn MHe HeMHOTO BOABI, ApMyH.

Temuas ¢urypa Onictpo ucuessna. ApmyH? OH He 3HaJ 3TOrO UMe-
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HE. Berpegas aM o ee mpexje? 3To OO BO3MOXEO. Ero Hora
NyJALCHPOBANA POBHOMN GOABIO, KaK FHHJ0H 3y6, a2 ropjio HACTONBKO
[IepecoxJio, YTO OH 3aKamasjacs. Boxa, BOT uro ObJIo eMy HYKHO,
rJIOTOK XOJOAHOH BOAH.

12

Keppuk npocEyscs mepei paccBETOM BCE OT TOH Ke MYyJbCHPYIO-
med GoJu B, NOBEPKYB TOJIOBY, YBHAEN PAAOM YalUKy ¢ Boiofi. Bu-
CYHYB DPYKY M3-NOJA WIKYPH, OH B3J €€ M cHeJaj TIOTOK, NOTOM
ellle ¥ eifle, IOKA He BHIAA Bce. [leByIIKa Nopoiljaa K HeMy H 3a-
Opana vawky. Bosocsl saKpuBa.uu ee gauuno, Kak xe ee 308ByT?
Beab ona ropopaia coe HMA.. v

—- ApmyH? .

— Ia, TH Xouyewb emie BOABI?

— Xouy. U gero-Kuby b 1MOECTD.

OH Iie ea IPOWNOH HOYBIO, MOTOMY 4TO He XOTeJ, HO cefuac HCMBI-
TERAJI rojoj. JeBymKa nosepHydace H Beaa..OH HUKAK HE MOT
pasrasAeTb ee JHUO, HO roaoc Owbwl npuarHbiM, OHa rosopHJa
B HOC, H 3TO NOYeMy-TO OBO eMy 3HakKoMo. Bapyr ox coobpasua —
HOCOBBIMH 3BYKaMH HOJb30BaJsuch Hitnanel. APMYH. Or npoustec
3TO BCJYX, TOXe B HOC, TIOTOM NOBTOPHJ €lle pas.

BepHyBlinch, AeByLIKa [OCTABHJIA Mepef HUM IJIeTeHBIA NOAHOC
¢ KOMueHbIM MfAcoM K BoAy. [loka pykH y Hee OLiIM 3aHATH, OHA
He MOTHNa 3aKPHBIBATH JHUO, B O yBHAex ee BOauzu. Opa xkpana
cMexa, o ero He 6wvyio. Huuero He nonumasg, ApMyH cMOTpena, Xak
Ol MoJsiya XyeT Msco. Ecnu Gbl oHa Morja cedyac NpOYHTATH €ro
MBICTH, TO 6BJIa OBl OLIeNOMJICHA.

«Her, — gyman KeppHgr,— s HHKOrja He BHIesn ee paHbile. Mo-
JKeT, CKa3aTb, O 4YeM HAaNOMHHJ MHe ee roJjoc? Bmpouem, syulile
He HAZ0, OHAa MOXET Pa303JIHThCS 3a CpaBHeHue ¢ Mypry. Ho oHna
NPOM3HOCHT 3BYKM NOXOKe Ha WillaH, H ee POT YCTDOEH TaK Xe,
KaK y HHX. BOSMOXHO, 3TO H3-3a pa3iBOeHHOH BepxHeH TryOmH.
Huneny 6mna HeMHOro NMOXOMKa Ha Hee JHUOM, HO, KOHEWHO, No-
IIHpE H NOTOALIEY,

Apmyr cugena nepen KeppukoMm H HejoyMmepana. Haseproe, ero
Mydaer 6oab, HHaye Obl OH YK€ paccMessCR HJIH 3aAaJ BONpoc
0 ee Juue. MaJbuMKy HHKOTJA HE OCTaBJAAJH ¢e B nokoe. OfHaX bl
IATEPO H3 HHX CXBATHJIH ee CPeAH AepeBbes, KOrja oHa Obla ofHa.
OHna cOmpOTHBAANACE, HO OHH KPENKO JEepXKajH ee H, CMesch, TH-
KaJ/R B ryfy U HOC, TIOKa OHA He pPaciiakajach, 3To GLLIO He GOJb-
HO, HO OueHb o6uaHo. OHa TAK OTJNHYAJNACH OT JAPYLHX AeBYIIEK,
YTO OHM JaXe He NHTAJUCh COPBATb C Hee OAEKAY, KaK AeJsaJH
¢ JApYrHMH, KOrjga 3acTaBajad HUX OJHUX, a TOJbKO THIKAJH B €e
anuo. Ona 6BTa AAS HUX BCero JHWb 326aBHBIM JKHBOTHHIM, JTH
MEICJIM TaK 3aXBaTHAM APMyH, 4TO OHA He cpady 3aMeTH/aa, HTO
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KeppHK noBepHyJcs K CMOTPHT Ha Hee. OHa OBICTPO 3aKPHLIA JAIO
BOJIOCAMH.

— Taxk soT mouemy s1 He y3Haa 1e0f, — yJIOBJETBOPEHHO CKasal
OH, — TH{ BCEI'la 3aKpHBaellb JUI0 BOJOCAMA.

Ona nanpsraace, 0XHRas cMexa. Bmecto aToro ox ¢ TpyAoM ced,
3aTeM NOBEPHYJCH K Helf, 3aBEPHYBIIUCh B IIKYPHl, WOTOMY 4TO
yTpo GO CHIpOE M TYMaHHOE.

~— TH noub Yandanana? 1 Bunen tebda y ero Kocrpa.

— Her. Mon orten ¥ MaTb yMepin. MeppHT 3acTaBiafeT MeHs IO-
Morathk efl.

~— Mapar nabpocunca Ha YabdanaHa B yAapHJ ero o 3eMiao. Mu
32KOJIONIH €r0, HO OB/I0 CAHLIKOM NO3AHO: OH cJaoMan Yandasany
e, 1o OB CHABHHEN 3Bepb. ONMH YAAp €ro XBOCTa HepeJoMHI
mue Hory. Ham HyxHO 6buio Gpars §oJblle CMEPTOHOCHBIX MAJOK
c. coboli. D10 eXHHCTBEHHOE, YTO OCTaHOBHJAO Oe3obpasuyio
TBAPb.

Oun He Mor BuHHuTh cebs, JeACTBATeNbHO, 3TO OBJIO €ro pacrnops-
KeHue, uToGH KaXAHH OTPSA OXOTHHKOE HMes C' coBOH cMepTo-
HOCHBIE NaJKK AJS NpefoTspalueHns NoAOOHEX cayuaes. Ho B Jecy
OAHOH OBIO MaJao. Temepr OXOTHHKK OyAyT HOCHTL B cofolt no
KpalHell Mepe ABa XecOTCaHa.

Ho Bee mbiciH 60 0XOTe U MYPry TYT e MCHE3JH, Korja ApMyH
noAoWIIa K HeMy NoGanxe. Ee BOJNOCE KOCHYJHCh ero mieyad, Koraa
OHZ HAKJOHHJACh, yTOOHL 3alpaTh yalIKy H3-NOJ BOAB, NPH 3ITOM
OH I[OYYBCTBOBaJ CHAAKOBATHII 3amax XKeHCKOro Tteja. Hukoraa
npexse OH He ObI PAAOM ¢ AeBYLIKOH, # Bo30yXKjieHHe OXBATHAO
ero. B BoofpakeHuy BOSHHKJA KapTHRA: BaHHTH HAaA HKM, DS/ICM...
370 OHJO HENPHATHO, H OH HOCTapajcs OTOTHATh BOCIOMH-
HaHuA.

OZHaKO OHH He YXOXZHAd, Myuyas ero. Koraa ApMyH cHOBAa HAKJO-
#HHJach, 4yTOOH B3HTH NMOAHOC, OB KOCHYJCS ee OOHaXKeHHOH pPYyKH.
Ona 6usia Tenno#, a ue xosoAnod. Y msrkoi. ApmMyH 3amepua,
BCA ApOXKa, He 3Has, Y70 fAeaaTh. [I0TOM MOBEpHYJach K HEMY.
Ux sauna okasasHch COBCEM PHJIOM, 4 OH He 3aCMessici K He OT-
npsuys. M B 910 MrHOBEHHe T[0J0C2 CHAPYXH HAPYLIHUAH MOJ-
YaHHe.

— Kak Tam Keppuk? — cnpocun Xepuiak.

— $1 XaK pa3 HAY K HeMy, — oTBeTH] Ppaxen.

KeppHk y6pas pyKy, a ApMYH 3aTOPONHJACh NPOYb, YHOCH TOAHOC.
dpakeH N CNeAOBABUIHN 3a HUM XepHJNAK BOIWIAH B majaaTky. lla-
MaH JepHYJ KOXaHHH peMeHb, KpemHBIIH{ Ha nore Keppuxa aepe-
BSTHHOE COOpY2HeHHe, U CHACTJIHBO YAROHYJCH.

— Bce xak romxno Owite. Ckopo Hora Gyaer saoposa. Ecau aTH
PEMHH XMYT, MOJJIOXH NOA HHUX cyxoll TpaBel. A # nofify meThb
06 ¥Yabganane.

KeppuKy xoTesoch ONTb TaM, KOrga cTapHk 6yjaer neTb. BosbluuH-
CTBO OXOTHHKOB nofiser tyza. Korga ornepaHue 3aKOHYHTCH, TEJNO
YnbtanaHa 3aBepHYT B MATKYi0 TpaBy M DOBECAT BHICOKO Ha jhe-
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peBe, BEICHXATh HA BeTPYy. TeNo yiKe He HYXKJAETCH HH B HeM, eciM
AYX TIOKHHYJ ero. Kpome Toro, 370 Aenasoch, 4TOGH NMOKHPATENH
najajin HC HALIAH ero.

— 8 xortea 6wt noliTH ¢ To6oH, — cKazan Keppuk.

— 370 IOHATHO,-— OTBETUA XepHNaK, — HO HEBO3MOXHO H3-34
TROEH OOJMBHON HOTH. '

IMocne ux yxoza ApMyH BBIUIIZ H3 3aHEH 9acTH NMANATKH M Hepe-
WHTEABHO OCTaqoBUZAch. Korja OH MOBEPHYJCH K HeH, OBa OLCTpo
MOTAHYJACh 3a BOJOCAMH, HO 3aTeM ONYCTHJIA DYKY, [OTOMY YTO
H2 ero Aune He 6HNO cMexa, :

— S caywana tebst, Korga Thl PacCKasblRad O XKH3HH MYpry. —
Ona rosopuia OLICTPO, CTapasCh CKPLITh CBOe CMYHLIeHHe, — Tebe
6BELI0 CTPALHO TAM, B IVIEHY, OAHOMY CPeld HHX? .

— Crpamno? CHauana aa. Ho s we Gblyl OfuMH, cO MHOH BMecTe
32XBATHJH REBYWIKY, A 3abula ee umsa. IlpaBga, notoM oHu yOH-
JH ee.

BocnioMBHauue 06 370M OBJIO ellie AOCTATOYHO SIPKMM H CHJbHBIM...
Mypry ¢ OKpOBaBJIEHHBIM JIALOM, CKJAONHBIUARCA K HeMy...
Baiinta... .

— Ha, 7 6ot HcayraH, o4eHb HenyraH, Muee Hy)HO OBUIO MOJ-
uaTh, HO sl 3aroBOPHJ ¢ Mypry. Meuns yGusu Gbf, He HauHu A pas-
roBapuBaTh ¢ HHMHA, U 1 CAeAaJ 3TO, NOTOMY UYTO OUEHb HCHyraJce.
Ho MHe He cef0Baso rOBOPHTS. '

— Tloyemy, ecar pasrosop Ciac TROK XKH3Hb?

H B camom pene, novemy? Cefiyac OH nOHSMA, YTO B €r0 IOCTYRKe
He OBJI0 HHYEro MOCTBIRHOPO. JTO CMAcl0 €My XH3Hb H NpPHBENO
ciona, K ApMyH, KOTOpasi NOHMMana ero.

— A Aymaw, uto Th Bes ceba XxpaGpo, KaK OXOTHHK, XOTS H Obla
TOJBKO MAJhUHKOM.

HenssectHo mouemy, 3t csoBa norpsicaid ero. OH BApPYr mogys-
CTBOBAJ, YTO TJIa3& €ro HaNOJHMJARCH cJle3aMi, K OTBEpHYJICH OT
nesyirxu. Cnesml ceituac, y oXoTHHKa? Des npuumHb? Brpouem,
NpHuUHA ObiJa — OH He TPOJNHJA WX TOrjaa, Korjga OBl MaJIeHbKHM
MaJbYyHKOM, nonastuM K mypry. OQHako 3T0 Bce B NPOLUJOM, a OR
yXKe He ManeHbKHid MaiabyHK. OH BarganyJq Ha ADMYH H HeOXH-
BAHHO AsA ceGsa B3sx ee 3a pyKu. OHA He BHIpHIBaJach.

Keppruka cMmymalno 10, 4TO OH UyBCTBOBaJ cefiuac. Ilpasaa, 3To
HANOMHHANO €My NPOHCXOAKBIIEE, KOrla OH OCTaBajcH HaeqpHe
¢ BahHTH H Ta XxBaTaza ero.. EMy He Xorenock AyMaTth cefigac
o Baliuti u Boobume 06 witianax. He co3naBas Toro, 0H Bce CHJb-
Hee CKHMAJ PyKy AeByIlIKe, ARjasi e GOJbHO, HO OHZ HE BEIPHBA-
Jack. UTo-To BaXKHOE HPOUCXOAMNIC C HUM, HO OH HE OYeHb NOHHM-
MaJs uTo.

3ato ApMyH, uacto cJyluaBIiasi Pa3roBOPH MOJOALIX JKEHIIHH,
3Hand, 4YTO MPOUCXOAMT celyac, # XoTexa 3TOro, OTHABAasiCh BO
BAACTH NEPENoTHABIUMX ee yyBCTB. MoxKeT, 5T0 OwUIO NOTOMY, YTO
OHA UOYTH He HajeaJach Ha MyMckoe BHHMaHHe? Ecan On ToAbKO
cefiyac 6bl1a HOub U OHH GwaM oaHH! JKeHIHHE NpeJeNbHO OTKPO-
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BEHHO ONHCBIBAJH TO, 9TO MPOHCXOAHNO, KOrjla OHH OCTaBaJdCh
HAaeAUHE ¢ OXOTHHKAMH, HO ceifivac O6ni1 ZeHb, 4 He Houb. M Bce Xe
BOKpYr OBHLIO TaK THXO, 2 OHa ObJla Tak OJAM3KO K HeMy celyac...
Korna ona msrko orcrpaHuiach, Keppuk pasxana pyky. Ona oro-
JBUHYJACH OT HEro, BCTAaja K, NPOBOXKAeMas ero B3TJIAAOM, HaNpa-
BUJIACH K BBIXOAY.

ApMyH BHILJI2 K3 IAJaTKA W OfJsjAesach BOKpyr. PaaoM HUKOro
He 6H0, AaXKe AeTH Moayanl. YTo BCe 5TO 3HAYUT?

Hy kowreuno, ornepanuel! IloHSB 370, OHa BAPYr NMOAyMaJa O TOM,
yro YaAbpafaH OB caMMaiapom H Bce DOJKHBE OHITh Ha €ro oTme-
BaHHH, BCe A0 eRHHOro yeaoseka. Ounu ¢ KeppuxoM OmlM cejiuac
OIHH.

Jlsurasch OCTOPOXKHO M HETOPOHJHBO, OHA NOBEPHYJAachb H BoluJa
B NaJaTKy, yBepeHHO 3alIHypoBaB 3a coboi knamanel. Ilotom Tak
e yBepesHO DAacCIUHYpOBaJd WIHYPKH CBOeR OAEXJbl, BCTaja Ha
KOJIeHH, OTKHHYJa B CTOPOHY IIKypel M onycrHaack Ha Kep-
pHKa.

Korzia on obHsii ZeBYUIKY, TEIJO €€ NMAOTH 3aXkKrao ero. Bocromu-
HaHHS O XOJOAHOM Teje HayaJH YCKOJIb3aTb Npoyb, ¥ ApMyH He
6610 TBepABx pefep, a TOJNBKO TeNJIoe TeJl0, OKPYIJioe H KpelKoe.
OH cTHCHYA DPYKM, HpHXuMaA ee X cefe, a OHa, ApPHKAacasch ry-
famu K €ro yxy, 4TO-TO roBopHia 6e3 cJjos.

CHapy:KH yTpeHHEe COJIHIE CBETHJIO CKBO3b TyMaH M NOAHHMAaJOCh
BCE BblIe, 4 B NAJATKE XKAD HX TeN PACTONHA BocnoMHHaHHA Kep-
PHKA O OPOLINOM.

13

Anbnecak GykBaabEO KMREJ OT paccera lo 3akaTta. [lo mmpoxum
yJAHIZM FOPOAA, Ile COBCEM HENABHO 3a Heablil ACHB MOMXHO OBIO
BCTPETHTb TOJIBKO HECKOJNbKO ()aprH, Tenepb MapUIHpOBAJd H ABH-
rajiicb B NMaJaHKMHAX HHJaHbl, $apra B OAMHOYKY H TpyniiaMu
TAIWIH KaKue-TO IPy3bl, B Zaxe BCTPEYANHCh XOPOILO OXpaHsfe-
MbI€ TPYMIls! CAMIOB, CMOTPEBIINX Ha HelpephiBHOe ABHxxeHHe. [a-
BaHb OblJla 3HAYMTENLHO pacllHpeHa, W BCe JKe He BMclLaja BeexX
npulLIBAOLUIAX, NOITOMY TEMHHE TeJa YPYKeTO, NPHXCIAHBIIHX H3
OKeaHa, OCTAHABJHUBAJHKCH B DeKe, NPHXKUMaach K Gepery, U xAaju
¢Boero yaca. Korxa ¥x CTaBWJIM B JAOK, TOMNE (raprd 6pocajuch
pasrpyXaTh HX, ¥ [acCaXHpaM, CTPEMHBIUHMCHA CTYNOHTb Ha TBep-
OYI0 3€MJI0 TocAe AQJroro NYTEIIECTBHS, NPHXOANNOCH PacTANKK-
BaThb HX. :

BaliHTH CMOTpeJsia Ha BCKO 3Ty CYMaTOXy ¢ TOPAOCTHIO, BbIPaXaB-
wekdcs B KaXAOH JUHUM ee HANPATIErocs Tesaa., Ce XKejaHHe Hc-
nosuunoch: Muerban makoHeu-to npumes B Aabnecak, Comwos stux
IBYX TODOAOB NPHBOAHJ e¢ B BO3GYXICHHE, KOTOPOMY HEBO3MOMKHO
Onl10 COMpOTHBAATHCA. MOROAOCTL U HEONBITHOCTL Asbliecaka OblaH
CMATYEHB! 3peAocTbio ¥ MyapocThio MHerbana. DtoT coo3 obpaso-
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BaJ COeAHHEHHE, KOTOpPOE Ka3alock Gosee XH3HeCMOCOGHHM, ueM
KaXAui M3 HHX B OTHeJbHOCTH. MHp poxjaacs 3aHOBO, W BCe
B HeEM OBIO BO3MOXKHO.

Tonbko onHa TeHb JexKaja Ha 3TOM COJHEYROM Hacrosilem u Oy-
JAYILEM, HO NoKa Ba#iHTH riana Meiciu o6 3TOM Npoyb: 9THM MOXKHO
6Bl10 3aHATBCH Nonoaxke, Celuac OHa XOTeJa I'PEThCA MNOJA COJHIEM
B CBO€ YJIOBOJLCTBHE Ha 3TOM Oepery ycnexoB. Ee Goabiliue nanab-
bl KPEeNKO CXKHMaJMH TBEPAYID BerBb GanoCTpajH, MPHYEM BOS3-
SyxeEre OBLIO TakK BEJHKO, YTO OHA, He 3ameyas TOro, NMEpecrty-
llajla ¢ HOTH HA HOTY B €BOEM OZHHOKOM Maplie nobelwl.

Hspaneka KTO-TO OKJHKHYJ ee, H, HeOXOTHO NOBEpHyBIIHCh, Bafintn
yBHAena, 4to 370 Mascac 308eT ee K cefe Ha BepXHIOI MA4T-
bopMmy.

— Ja, Jfictan, — ckasana BafiHTH, BHpaxas TFOpAOCTh KaXABIM
JABHXeHHeM CBOero Tejaa.— 3WMa He nprfer B [Her6aH, a cam on
ABHTCH Cl0Jla, B OeCKOHEYHOe JIeTo, Llapsiliee B cepAne IJHToOaHA,
OrtHeiHe Hall ropod OyieT pAacTH M NPOIBETaTh.

— Twm npasa, Baliuth. Koraa Me!l GbliH pasiesieHH, HallM cepAua
6uauce B pa3HoBoil, a HallK ropoja KUJMU KAaXIHH HO-CBOEMY.
Cefiyac Mbl o6 beAHHMINCD. I, KAaK U Thl, YYBCTBYIO, YTO HAlIa MOIIb
fe3rpanuuHa, yT0 MbBl MOXeM clenath Bee. Y mubl caenaem. T eme
He HaayMaJa cecThb PSAOM CO MHOM M moMorath MHe? § yBepeHa,
yto CTanyan MOXET TOBeCTH (aprd H OYHCTHTb OT TIPOKAATHX
YCTO20Y CEBEPHHE 3EMJIH.

— JHa, nasepuoe. Ho nmenats 310 OyRy 5. — Bafiutn Gucrpo npo-
BeJia OOJIBIIHMHA NanbUaMH MeXAay rya3. — Celuac, KOrAa 3R0pOBbe
BEPHYJIOCh, HEHABHCTH Nepenonansier MeHs. CraaliaH, KOHEYHO, MO-
JKET YHHYTOXKHTB YCTO30Y, HO MHE HYKHO pa3z0#Tb KaMeHb, KOTO-
phifi nexHUT y MeHsl Ha cepaue. Korza Bce oHH yMpYT, Koraa cyiie-
CTBO, KOTOpOe s NMpuOGAH3HAA K cefe H BocnMraaa, OyAeT MepTso,
TONBKG TOTAA 3TOT KaMeHn ucuesHer. [locne storo st Oyay paia
cecTb pazoM c Tobo# H AesaTh Bee, 4TO Npukaxewb., Ho cHauana
s JOJXHA OTOMCTHTb.

Mauscac oxoTno corsacuaacs.

— Trl HyXHa MHe, HO He Takas, Kak cefuyac. YHHUTOXKE YCTO30Y
M 3TOT KaMeHb B cBOeM cepjue. ¥ Anbnecaka Brepeau Gosslioe
Oyayuiee.

BafikTi XecToM BHpa3HJaa cBOX GJ1aroAapHOCTb.

— Cefiuac Mpl cofHpaeM Bce Hallld CHAB H Oy[eM roToBH K yaa-
Py, KOTAa Ha CeBepe CTAHET Temao. XOJOX, KOTODHH NepXuT mac
B AJbmecake, TOHHT HX Ha lor. Ho 311eCh 3EMHHUH Xonoj Oyder Ha-
ITHM COK3HHKOM. YCTO30Y OXOTATCA ceHyac B MECTaX, KyAa MH
MOXKeM JIersko RoOpaThcA: OHU yiKe BHICAexewnl. Korla mpuper
nojixoAsLiee BpeMs, BCe OHH YMpyT. MBI CMeTeM HX C JIMHA 3eMJH,
4 NmoTOM HekAeM Ha cepep M OOPYMIHM YAAp Ha OCTaAbHHX. Mmn
OyleM AesaTh 3TO CHOBA ¥ CHOBA, NOKa He NepefbeM HX BCeX.

— Bu He nocnoab3syerech aoakamu? Hanecere yAap ¢ cywu?

— Onn XAyt Hac H3 BOAM H HE 3HAKT, YTO cefuac y Hac ecTb
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YyPYKTONH 1 TapakacThl. Bamaanu GpuiM XOpoOLIO H3BECTHH 3TH CY-
imecTBa, AOocTaBJEeHHBle B DHTOGAH H3 JaJjexoro ropoia Mececkeit.
Ona 3a6pana ¥X AJS HAWHX HYXKA, A0 60pbOH ¢ YIPO30K YCTO30Y
H BHIBeNa Goaee KpeNKHe BHAH. YPYKTON MAOCTHUTAET 3DEJIOCTH
paHbllie yeM 3a Foj— MOJOJeXh ceffuac moipacTaer ¥ ckopo Oy-
Jet rotosa. TapakacTh TpeGywT GoJiblie BPEMEHH AAA AOCTHXKEHUA
3PEJIOCTH, NOITOMY HX ZOCTABJIEHO BCETO HECKOJbKO, HO MaXKe OHH
oKaxyr Ham Gouapllylo noMomb. Mbl mofiieM B HacTylJeHHE MO
cylle. ¥CTO30y, YAPABLIKH OT MeHs, cefiuac PyKOBOAHT HMH H BMe-
cte ¢ GOJABIWOR rpynnoll HaxoAuTea Ha lore. §1 BHAeNa ero Ha CHUM-
kax. On ymper nepsuiM. Korja 3To NMPOU3OHAET, OoCTafbHble HE JO-
CTaBAT HAM OOJBIIHX XJOINOT.

Bafinth cmortpesia BAajgb, IJaHUPOBAaJa CBOK MeCTh M BHIeJA
TOABKO MYUHTEJBHYIO CMepTh AJSl TOrO, KOTO HEHasHAena. Tem
BpeMeHeM IIOTHHEe o6Jaka 3aBOJIOKJIH Hebo, COJHIE CKPBIIOCH,
H TeHb Hanos3jaa Ha cobecegrul. Korza oHa Kochyjaach HX, enle
Goaee TeMHAA TeHb OKyTaJa HX MBICAH O TOM, 4TO GECHOKOHJIO HX
GoJblle, ueM ycTo30Y., Tak GBUJIO BCerfa: CBET AHS CMEHSUJICS TeM-
HoTOH Houn. MIX ropoj ceeTa Bcerja cKpelsajla TbMa, KOTAd OHHM
AYMaJH O TOM, 4TO BHAENH cefluac BHMA3Y.

Denouka wuiinan, cBA3aHHBIX 3a PYKH, MEJNEHHO JABUranach no yJad-
ue. [TepBas us HAX MocMoTpesa BOKPYT, NIOTOM Blepeld, W BAPYr ee
B3 ofpatuncs K AByM Qurypam HaBepxy. Ee pyka OwicTpo
LIEBEJIbHYJIACE B XKECTe Y3HABAHUS, U OHA Mpollaa MHMO,

— OHa us moefl 30enGypy, — ropsko ckazana Bafwstu. — 3Ito T4-
XKeCTh, KOTOPYIO f HHKOTJa He CMOTY cOpOCHTD.

— 3710 He TBOs BHHA, — cKaszasna Madacac. — Jouepu CmepTH ecTb
H B Moeh 3denbypy. Sra Gose3Hb NOATauMBaeT BceX Hac.

— Ho Goje3rb 3Ty MOXKHO Je4HTb. 51 He X0ouy rOBGPHTL 06 3TOM
ceiluac: Hac MOryT moacaywiate. Ho # He Tepsiro najgeXxjel H4 BEI-
3A0DPOBJICHHE.

— Tul ansi MeHs meppasi BO Bcex Jenax,— cKasana Maacac, —
Caena#l 370, BHIEYH 60JE3Hb, B He GyneT HHUKOro BuUie Te6H.
DHrH He cobHpajach HanoOMHHEaTh 2deH3ene of HX OTHOLIEHHSX,
JKecT MoNy4uics y Hee cam cobofi, U, yXKe Aenast ero, ona noHsfa
cBol0 oWwuGKy. BafiHTH u B Apyroe BpeMs He Gwuia Gnl J0BOJBHA
5THM, HO celyac, B NPHCYTCTBHH IfcTal, MOrja BOCHDHIATHL ee
HKECT KaK OCKopOaeHHe, a JHTH COBCeM He X0Tena 3TOTrO.

Ilenoyka ocraHOBHJIACch Nepel 3amepTHIMH BOPOTAMH, OXHAas,
KOT[a HX OTKPOIOT H BOYCTAT. BNycTAT B TOPBMY, HO AJIA BCEX HHX
310 6HLI0 cBOGOXON. IToTOMY UTO 3AECh OHH MOTJIM BEPHThH B IIPABAY
H, YTO ropas3io BaXkHee, TOBOPUTH O Heil.

Haxonace epean aApyrix Houepeit JKu3uH, DHrH HE YyBCTBOBAJA
ceGA CBA3aHHOH oOeLlaHKeM He rOBODHTh C HillaHaM¥ O cBOed
Bepe — Bce OHH MMeJH OfHH yOexfaenusa. Korma Huer6an npuien
B AJbnecax, BMecTe ¢ HHM NpHWJH H Bepykouwue. Hx 6bmo Tak
MHOTO, UTO HAPHIIJIOCH YCTPOKHTH 3Ty TIOPbMY, OOHECTH ee CTeHaMH
H CHaOAHTL OXpaHOoH, uToGH MOMeElaTb PacNpOCTPAHEHHIO HHTEN-
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JeKTyaJsHOro sifa. IlpaBuTenell He HHTEPECOBAJO, O YeM OHM TO-
BOPHJIH MeXAy cobol, HO TONBKO L0 TEX NOP, MOKAa 3TH PA3TCBOPH
OCTABAJKCh BHYTPH THOPbMBI

K 3nru, ppoxka OT npHHECEHHBHX HOBOCTell, nmogoua DPeHnenT.

— Tam [Tenefin, — ckasana oHa.— QOua rOBOPHT ¢ HaMH, OTBCUAET
Ha HallKH BONDOCHI

— § ceityac npuAy,— nooeiiasa OHrH, HENOABHMKHOCTBIO TeJa
cAepKHBas OeCNOKOHHbIE MBICAY. YueHHe YTYHeHalcsl Beceria Gnlio
fICHO, KaK CHMsIHHe COJIHIA B TeMHOTE MXKYHIJeH, HO He BCe H He
Bcerfa NOHUMAJM ero W NOTOMY HHTEPNPETUPOBAAK [I0-CBOEMY.
EavncTBeHHas ke MpaBida 6blia B TOM, 4YTO YIyHeHalca yduJaa
o cBo6Oj1e OT BJACTH, UTO 03HAYAJ0 NOHUMAaHHE BCEro, a He TOJBLKO
CHABI MKHUSHH K cMepTH. XOoTH DHru Oma corjacHa ¢ 3THM MOoHUMa-
rHeM cBOBOAL, ee GeCIOKOHAN HEKOTOpPHE TOJKOBAHUA CROB YTyHe-
Hanchel, H 0COGeHHO TOAKOBaHKSA [lefefin.

ITeneitn crossa Ha BBICOKOM KOPHE BHICOKOrQ Aepena, TaK, 4TOO6HI
Bce cOOpaBLIMecs MOTIH CJAbIIAaTh, 0 yeM OHa ropoput. [logolins
K Tojafne, JDHIM OCTAHOBHJACb, ycedaach, NOAOGHO APYTHM, HA CBOH
XBOCT ¥ CTaJa CAylllaTb, IlesefiR rOBOPHJIZ O HOBOM MpelMETE AHC-
KYyCCHH, XOTOpHIfl OB BecbMa NONYJASAPHBIM, MOJAB3YACH METOAOM
BONPOCOB M OTBETOB.

— @apry, TOAbKO 4T0 BBHIUEAINAS U3 MOPS, CIPOCHAA YTYHEHANCy:
«Hro menaer MeHA OTJAMYHOW OT CKBHAA, IJABAKLIETO B MOpers
YryHeHanca oTBeTHNa: «Pasnduue, A0Yb MOS, B TOM, YTO Thl 3Haellb
O CMepTH, TOTAA KAaK CKBHA 3HAET TOJABKO O XU3HU». — «Ho 3HaA
O CMCPTH, KAaK § MOTY 3HaTh © KH3HKH?» OTBeT ¥YryHenancel 6pa
TaK [POCT M NOHATEH, 4YTO, XOTS OHA H cKas3aja 3T0 Ha 3ape Bpe-
MeH, oH OyAeT 3ByyaTb M 3aBTpa, H Bceraa. Orser 3TorT noanep-
JKHBAeT Hac: MHl 3HaeM OO OTDaAHHUYEHHUH XKH3HH H NOTOMY XKHBEM
TOTAa, KOrAa ApYyrHe yMHpPalOT. 3TO MOLIb Hallledl BepH, H T2 Bepa
ABJfETCHA Hauledi Molwo. TorAa dapry, eABa BHIUeAIIAas U3 MOPH,
cpocHsia B cBoeh npocroTe: «PasBe, noenas cCKBUA, s He NIPHHOLLY
eMy cMmepTb?» KM Yrymenanca orserusaa: «Her, ckrua npuxocHT
Te0e KH3HbL CBoeH NJIOTBIO W, He 3HAs O CMEpPTH, He MOXeT yMe-
peThb»,

.Cpeax caymarteneit nocamajcs pomnoT oaobpeHus. IJHIH TOXKe
6blja 0yapoBaHa fACHOCTBbIO H KPacoTOil 3TOH MBICJW M HA MIHOBE-
Hue 3a0blJ1a BCe CBOH BO3paX{€HHA, KOTOPHE MOIJa CAENaTh Opa-
topy. HeTepneausas B cBoeM KeJaWuH Y3WaTh, OJHA u3 uijan
KpDHKHYJIA H3 TOJINBl cayliaTenefi:

— Myapas INeneiin, a uTo ecau ckBUA GyaeT TaKuM GOMBLIIHM, YTO
CTAHET YyrpoXKaTh TBOei *KH3HH, a ero BKyC Oy/er TakdMm OTBpaTH-
TeMbHBIM, UTO Cero Heab3sl OyAerT ecth? Uro mykno 6yaer ZeaaTb
B 3ToM caydae? [lossoautes cefsti cbecTb HAH Xe yYOUTH CKBHAR,
Jlaxe 3Hasl, YTO He CMOKellb ero ChbecTh?

[Tenefin npusnana TPyAHOCTH APOGIEMEL.

— TyT MBl NOMKHE NOGJNHKE NO3HAKOMATBCH ¢ MBICIAMH YTYyHe-
gancel, OHa ToBOpUNA 0 BEIUH BHYTPH HAC, KOTOPYIO HEJNb3S YBHU-
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JeTh, XOTS HaM OHA JaeT BO3MOXKHOCTb TOBOPHTh H BRAEIATHCA
cpenn GesAylIHBIX XHBOTHBIX. OHA AONxKHA OLITH COXPAKEHA W, Cae-
ROBaTENbRO, YOUBast CKBHAA AJS COXpPaHeHHS ee, Mbl TIOCTYIHM
npaBuabHO. Mbl Jouepy JKUSHH K JAOJXKHE COXPAHATh XKH3Hb.

~— A 4T0O €CJH CKBHJX MOXET TOBOPHTB? — CIIPOCHJ KTO-TO, H 3TOT
Onu3kuii BceM BONPOC 3aCTaBMA cAyllaTesell HANPAXKEHHO 32aMOJI-
yaTkb.

Tlenefin sarosopuaa: :

—- ¥YryHeHanca He Jaer OTBeTa, HOO He 3HaJa TOBOPHILEr0 CKBYU-
na.— Oua nomoayana u NpoJonaxuaa: — He snaxa ona o rosops-
wex yerosoy. CaeloBaTeNbHO, ME AOJKHEL MCKATh B CJOBax ¥Yry-
HEHanChl HCTHHHOE cofepxaHue. Pase TOJNbKO peuyb BHpaxaer
3HaHHC XKH3HH H cMepThH? Ecau 310 npaBna, To, cnacas CBOH KH3-
HH, MB AOKHB yOHTB YCTO30y, KOTOpHE YMEKT ToBOpHTh. Bot
pellleRye, KOTOPOe MB AOJIKHBI NPHHATS.

— Her, MBI He MOXeM pelHTb Tak! — BOCKAWKHyJaa IDHru.-— He
MOXKeM, NOTOMY YTO He 3HaeM HaBeDHsSKa W TeM caMbiM OCKBEPHHM
BCE, YeMy y4yHJIa YTyHeHanca.

Tlenedn uoBepHYJaCh K HEeH H 3HAKOM BBIpasuja corJache C ec
TPEBOroH.

~— DHIH TOBOPHT NpaBAY H OJHOBPEMEHHO 3ajaeT HOBBIH BONMPOC.
Mb! ZOJKHK CHHTATLCS C BOSMOMXKHOCTBIO TOIFO, 4TO YCTO30Y MOTYT
3HATh O KH3HH H CMEpPTH. 3TO J0AXKHO OhTh YpaBHOBelIeHO (rak-
TOM, YTO MBHI-TO HaBepHsSKa 3naeM o6 37oM. C 0AHOH CTOPOHH CO-
MHeHud, ¢ Apyro# — ypepeHHocTb. l[lockodbky MBI UEHHM 3KHU3Hb
fpesbille BCEro, TO JOJIKHH BHIOPaThb YBEPEHHOCTh H OTOPOCUTH
coMHeHHA. JIpyroro nyTH Her.

IMochinanuch HOBHE BONPOCH, HO JHrH He caymana ux. OHa uys-
cteoBaJa, uro Ileaefin HenpaBa, HO He Morja HaRTH BeCKHMX apry-
menrtoB, HyxHo nonymarh Haf 3tuM. OHa Hallljla YKPOMHOE MECTO
BJlaJ# OT ADYTHX H COCPEAOTOUHJIACH Ha 3TOM BONpOCE.
3axBaueHHasl CBOMMH MBICJSIMH, OHA He 3aMETHJ2 OXPaHHHKOB, KO-
TOPHE NPOIIH CKBO3b TOANY, HabHpas pabouud orpaa. [leneiin
cTasa OJIHOH M3 OTOOpAHHKHIX, XOTSI HHYEM He OTJHYajach OT JpY-
rix. [lonaBlinx B OTPsA CBfA3aJu BMeCTe M yBeAH.

Hebonpwas rpynna, Kyaa nonaja llejeiid, npeiHa3Hauaqaach AJA
ocobofi paloTh, MO3TOMY €€ Y4acTHHKH He OblIH CBS32Hbl MeXAy
coboi. Hukro B3 #Hux He samerus, uro nocreneHHo Ilemeitn oecra-
Jach ogda. OXpaHHHKOB TOXe OTOCJAA] KakoH-TO BIACTHBIY HiIaH,
KOTOPBIH IOBEJ €€ JJNKHHEIM KYyTeM BOKDYT TrOPOAA, K JBepH,
OoTKpHBIIelcs nepen He#d. OHa HEOXOTHO BOILLMA, H ABepb 3aKpH-
Jlach 3a ee CHHHOH. B KxoMHaTe GBIJ TOJIDKO OJAMH Hit/aH,

— BoTt Teneps MorosopuM, — ckasaja BadHTH.

[leneitn crosna, cKAOHHB TOJOBY, IVIAAA HEBUAALIMMH IJ1a3aMH Ha
CBOH PYKM H HEDBHO CIIeTas H pacilierTas NajblH.

— §I uyBcTBYIO, uTO BCe 3TO He K A00py,—cKasana OHa HaKo-
Hel. — 5 He f0/XKHa OHITE 3/eChb M FOBODUTH C TOHOMH.

— ¥ Te6s HeT DNPHYMH LA TaKHX YYBCTB. fI NMpOCTO XO4y YCJb-
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IaTh, 4TO TH MOXKellb cKa3zaTh. Passe He goar Howepu Kuzuu
FOBOPUTE C JAPYIHMH O CBOEH BEPE W HECTH HM NpPOCBELIEHHE?

— 3910 npaBAa. 3HAuUT, Thl XOuelllb npocBemienys, Badutu? Tol
cefiuac Hasmasa MeHs [Houeppio JKuzuu, a ne Houeprio Cmepii.
Trl yXe Bepuis Mue?

— Iloka Her. TeGe npuaeTcs npuBeCTH MHOrC yOEAUTEAbHBIX apry-
MEHTOB, NpexJe yeM g CTaHy B BalliH PSILH.

[leneitn BHINpAMHIACH, KaXKALIM NABHXXEHHEM CBOErO TeJja BHIpaxas
TORO3pEHHUE.,

— Ho ecnu T He BepHIllb, K4AK 3TO fejaeM MH, TO 4TO Te0e HYMKHO
oT Meus? Moxer OHTb, NOCesATh Da3HONMIacHsa B psRax J[ouepe
Kuzuu? '

— 5 xouy yGenats 7ebs, 4TO YCTO30Y, KOTOpHIC YOHBAIOT HAac,
CcaMu AOJXKHH ObiTh yOHTH. Tak Oyjer cnpaBepauso. Mmu 3auu-
IaeM Hally Gepera U yGHBaeM 3THX CYLIECTB, KOTOPHE YrpOXKAaIOT
HalleMy CylllecTBOBaRHIO. 51 He mpolly Tefs H3MEHATb CBOHM yDex-
JAeHust, MHe TOJBKO Hy2kHa TBOA HOMOUIb B 3TOH BOHHe. Ecau TH
cAedaewsp 3TO, HOAb3a AJf BceX Hac Oyaer orpomuoi. Hyxuo cna-
caTb Hall Topod. DHCTAH H3MEHUT CBOe pellieHHe, M BH BC€ CHOBA
cTaHeTe rpaxpaaHamu. Bawa Bepa Oygmer ysakoHeHa, ufo ToOraa
BH yxe He OyAere NPeLCTaBAATL ONACHOCTL AJS CYNLECTBOBAHHUSA
Anbrnecaka. TH craHems HacrofmuM JanfepoM [ouepeit JKusuu
# OyJellb BO BCEM CJACHOBAThH YUCHHIO YTYHEHAMCH.

[Teneiin BHIpaskaa CMyLIEHHE H TPEBOTY.

— $1 Bce eme coMHeBaKCh, ECAH YCTO30Y MOIYT TOBOPHTH, OHU
MOT'YT OCO3HaBaTbhb CYHIeCTBOBaHUe CMQpTPl H DNOHUMATL XW3Hb.
Ecan 310 Tax, a1 He MOry NOMOTATh B UX YHHUTOXEHHH,

Baintn mogomsa k Hed Tak OJH3KO, 9TQ HX DPYKH NOYTH CONpH-
KOCHYJIHCDh, H ¢ KapOM cKa3zaJa:

— OnH — xHBoThEle, OAUN M3 HHX HAaYUuMACH FOBOPHUTb, KAK JOAKH
y4aTcs BHINONESTH KOMAHAH, TONBKO OJWH H3 HHX. OcTanpHble
XPIOKAIOT, KAK MXUBOTHHE B JUKYHIMIfSiX. M 3TOT €AMHCTBEHHHH, KO-
TOPHHE MOXET roBOpHTb, Kak HilnaH, Temepb yGuBaer Hac. JTAM
OHH Da3pyMalOT Bee HAIUX TIAHB, H HX HYXHO BHIUBHIPHYTH OT-
cola —Bcex ao eauHoro! M tel nmomoxewn 3toMy. Thl BEIBEIENIb
Houepest CMeptu u3 Mpaka cMeprTH, U OHH CT2HYT HACTOSLIHMHK
Houepsimn Kuanu, Tot caenaews 370, Jlo/mkHA cleaaTh.

I'oBops 310, OHA MAFKO Kacanach GOJbLIMX manableB [leqefiH xke-
CTOM, KOTOPHIM INOJIb30BAJIHChH TOAbKO a¢ensene. Ilenefin npuuana
3TOT 3HAK BHUMAaHHS. )

— Twu npaBa, Baintu. Cosepumiento npasa. Bee onxuo 6vTh Tak,
KaK TH TOBOpHLIb. Jlodepu MH3HE CAHIIKOM AOJTO XKHJH B CTO-
poHe OT CBOero ropoda. Mul QOJIKHEL BEPHYTBCS H CHOBA CTATH €ro
yacTeio. Ho MBI He CBepHEM ¢ NyTH HCTHHBL

— 3toro H He Tpebyercs. Brl Gylere BepHTh, KaK BepHJH, M HH-
KTo He OyzeT sampewats BaM 3toro. Jlopora BhiepeX fAcHAa W IO-
HATHZ M BeleT K TpuyMbanbHoMy OyAyLIeMy.
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Aro 6B NepBHIl AyK XapJa, 1 OH CTPalUHO FopAHJAcA UM, Bumecre
co ceouM Asipmedt, HagpucoM, oH XoZuN B Jec, YTOOH HAaATH HYX-
HOe JepeBO, MOKPHTOE TOHKOH KOpoH, ¢ MJIOTHOR M ynpyroft Ape-
BEeCHHOH.

Haapuc snibpan ToRKHE nober, 1 Xapa ¢ GeCIOKOUCTBOM CMOTpPEN
Ha NpyXUHALIME 3eJeHBll CTBOJ, NOKa TOT He OHJ NepemHJex.
3atem mox pykoBoAcTBOM Hazpuca oH cockoGMHA KOpY, NOKpPH-
BABIIYIO €ro, I0Ka He MoKasajgach Genasi cepfueBuHa paepepa. [lo-
TOM NPHILJIOCH AOBOJABHO AOJAro XKjaTh. Haapuc nomechsa xycok
nepeBa B nanaTKe, yTOGH OH BHICOX A0 HYXHOro cocrosHus. Koraa
npuliae BpeMmsi, Xapa BHUMaTeNbHO cMOTpes, Kak Hagzpuc mero-
JHYNO CKOGJAMT €ro KAMEeHHEM CKpeOKOM, OCTOPOXHO 3aocTpaeTr
KOHIE! JAYyKa K fiefaeT Ba HUX 3apy0KH JAs TCTUBBI, CILIETEHHOH
M3 IJHHHBIX, KPeNKHX BOJOC ¢ XBOCTAa MacToaoHTa. [axke mnocra-
BHE TETHBY Ha MecTo, Hajapuc He 6HJa A0BOJIEH U AJst Mpobnl Aep-
HYJ ee, NIOCJe 4ero CHsJ TETHBY M BHOBb 3aHanaca aepesom. Ho Ha-
KOHell H 370 OHno 3akoHueHO. [TOCKOJBKY JYK NpexHa3sHavacs
aasi Xapiaa, OH M JAOMKEH OBJ NepBbIM BRIOYCTHTb M3 HETO
cTpedny.

3to Obla caMBIi ANHHHHE K CUaCTAMBHI JeHb B XKH3Hd XapJaa.
ITonyuus Jyx, OH RoJKeH GHA HayYHTLCS XOPOUIO CTPeNIATh H3
Hero, 4ToOhl NMOCKOpee OTIPaBHTHECA HE OXOTY. IJT0 Obla MepBBld H
caMHi BaXHBIf LIar, KOTOPBIA BEIBOAMJ €ro H3 AETCTBa Ha Ty AO-
pory, KoTopasi OJHaX bl BBe/IET ero B MHD OXOTHHKOB.

XoTa PYKH Y Hero GoneliH, a KOHYHKH MaJIbUeB MOKPLIIHCh BOJAH-
PSIMH, OH TIPOJOJIIKAJ TPEHHpOBaThCs. 2710 OHJ ero JyK B €ro
Aenb, OH XoTen OWTh HaeAWHE C HAM K YCKOJb3HYJA OT [APYTHX
MaJbUHKOB, 320paBIIHCh B MaJIeHbKYIO pOILY DPSAOM C Jarepem.
Bech feHb oH nazasn no JAepeBbaM, NpATaJcs N0 KycraM, NyCcKas
CBOH CTPEJIH B OJIHOMY €My BHAMMBIEC IYYKH TPaBhl, KaKk 6yATO 370
OBIH HAaCTOANIME OJieHH.

Korza cremueso, 0OH HEOXOTEO OTJOXKHJ JYK H HalmpaBHjcs K na-
natkaM. O OblJ TOJOAEH H MeuTa O Msce, KOTopoe N0AXHO Onlio
#Aath ero. Ilpuner AeHb, Korja OH CTaHeT OXOTHHKOM H NpHHeCceT
CBOIO NepBYI0 n06buy. HaloXHB cTpeny, HATAHET TETHBY H yOLET...
OpHaxaH...

Yro-To 3allypuiajJo Ha AepeBe Haj HHUM, H OH OCT@HOBHJICH, MOJ-
YAJHBHIH H HacTOpOXEBLIKCA. TaM uTo-TO OHJIO0, KAKOH-TO TeMHEEIH
CHAY3T Ha ¢oHe ceporo Heba. OH lLIeBEJbHYJCH, H CHOBa MOCJBL-
waJjcs wopox. Iltuna.

310 Gplfa CAHIIKOM COGJIAa3HATENbHAS MHILIEHb, YTOOB OTKA3aThCH
oT Hee. B TeMHOTE OH MOr NOTEpsITh CTPeNy, HO OH JeJall HX CaM
H MOT ChaedaThb eiie. EcJH Ke OH nomajer B NTHLY, 3T0 GyAeT ero
nepBan A06bima. [lepBHIA AeHb ¢ JYKOM —H yxe JAoGwua. Manb-
yHKH OYRYT MO-APYIOMY Ha HEro CMOTpeTb, KOrLa OH INpofileT co
CBOHM Tpo(eeM MeXJAy AajaTKaAMH.

15* 227



MejJleHHO M THXO OH HAaJOMKHJ CTpPesly Ha TETHBY K HATAHYJ ee,
rASIAS Ha TEMHEI CHAYIT HaBepxXy. 3aTeM BHICTPeAHJI.
Mocarancs TPOH3UTENLHBIE KpHK OOJH, H NTHIA CBaJHIACDh
¢ Berkd BHH3. OHa ymazna Ha cyK HaJ roJlooi Xapia K NOBHCAA
Ha HeM, HenolBHXKHasA. OH BCTal HA UBUIOYKH, C TPYAOM AOCTa] €e
KOHIIOM CBOEro JIyKa H THIKAJ A0 TeX NOp, IOKAa OHA He yhaja Ha
3eMa0 y ero Hor. Crpelia NPOH3HAA TeAO NTHUBH. XapJa OTCTYNHA
HA3aJ, UCNYTaHHO TASKA Ha Hee.

Copa. OH y6ua coBy...

ITouemy, Hy nmoueMy OH He OCcTaHOBMJCA, yrofH noaymatb?! Hemy-
FaHHEIK CBOMM IOCTYINKOM, OH TrpoMKo 3actonaid. OH Joqxer Obint
3HATb, YTO HUKAKOH APYro# NTHUE He MOXET OHITh B TeMHOTe. 3TO
Ontsia 3anpemteHHas nTuna, ¥ oH youa ee. ToapKo npolaoil HOYbIO
crapuit OpakeH pasBepTHBaJ MEXOBOH KOMOK, H3BEPrHYTHII COBOH,
# THIKaJl CBOMMM IaJbllaMH B MaJieHbKHe KOCTH BHYTPH, NpejcKa-
3nBast O6yAyllee H Pe3yJabTaT OXOTHl MO TOMY, KAK OHH TaM JeXaT.
Henas ato, PpareH paccKasnBaj O COBaX, O eAMHCTBEHHBIX NTH-
UaX, KOTOpHE JeTaloT HOYbIO, O NTHUAX, KOTOPHE BeAyT AyMIH
yMEpIIKX OXOTHHKOB CKBO3b TEMHOTY Ha Hefo.

Cos Heab3sl yOuBath Hukomy. K Bce xe Xapa y6us.

Moxer, ecu 3akonaTh e€e, HHKTO HHuero He ysHaer? On Hayan
TOPOIVIMBG PbITH 36MAI0 PYKaMH, NOTOM OCTaHOBHJACA. 1o Onli0
naoxo, CoBa 3Hana, u, 3HauuT, OyAyT 3HaTh Apyrue coBel. OHU Bce
3aMOMHAT, U OAHAXAW JJIs €ro AyXa He HalifeTcs NPOBOJAHHKKA,
NOTOMY uTO JKHBOTHHIE HHuero He 3abmBawT. Hukorna. Ha ero raa-
3ax OBIIM cJesbl, KOrdd OH CKAOHUJACA Haj MepTBOH NTHLEH M BhI-
neprya crpeny. IToToM HakJOHRACH ellle HHXKE K B Cryllarueics
TEMHOTe B3I[VIAHYJ Ha Hee B YIOP...

ApMyH cuaena y orHsi, Koria MaJbyug nopbexan kK Hefl. OH crosd,
OXHJAs, KOrja OoHa OOPaTHT HAa Hero BHUMAaHHe, HO KEHLUHA He
TOPONHJACh 3TO ReNaTh, a CHAyajJa MNOBOPOUIKJA NAJKOH OroHb,
Tenepr oHa Owbisla KeHmIHHOHN Keppuxa M uyBCTBOBAJA TEIIO
VAOBJETBOPEHHOCTH, pasJuBawineecss IO BceMy Teay. KeHuuHa
Keppuka... Tenepr MaJbyHKH He CMEJH CMesiTbCi Hal Hed, H eil
Gosbe He TpefOBAJOCh 3aKPHIBATh JIHIO BOJOCAMH.

— B uem jeno?— cnpocmia oOHa, crapasich OHITE CTPOrOH, HO
CyacThe NMEPenojHANC ee, H OHa YJBIOHYyJach. : '

— 3710 naNatka mapralyca? —cnpocus Xapa IpoKaUMM  TOJO-
coM, — MoxeT OH NMOrOBOPHTB CO MHOM?

Keppux ycnpiman ux rojoca B MeANEHHO NMOAHAACH. XOTA CJIOMaH-
Ha® HOra cpacrajach Xopowo, 6bio OONBHO, KOrjla OH HAcTymnas
Ha Hee. Buififs M3 maaaTku, oH yBHAen Xapiaa. MaJbuHK Obla 6ae-
AeH H YeM-TQ PaACCTPOEH,

- Tel«— Mapraayc u 3Haellb 0 Mypry Bce,

— UYero T8l Xouems?

— TlofizeM co muo#, moXaayficra, 9T0 O4YeHb BaxHO. §1 JoMKeH
4TO-TO TOKa3aThb Tebe.

KeppuK 3Han BCex 3JeWIHHX CTPaHHHEIX KHBOTHHWX, BeposTho,
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MaJIbYHK Halues 4TO-TO, Yero He Mor onpeleauTsh. KeppHK xoten
OTHPABUTL ero ofpaTHO, HO NepeAyMalt. ITO MOIJO ObITh YTO-TO
ollacHoe, Jyulne B3rasHyTh. KHBEYB, OH MOCJIeNoBaJ 3a MaJbYyHKOM.
Kak TONBKO OHY OTOULIH JOCTATOWHO JAalieko, utobul ApMyH He
MOIJIa HX NOACAYIIATh, XapJ OCTAHOBHJICS.

— §1 y6un coBy, — CKa3all OH APOXKAUIHM TOJOCOM.

Keppuk cuauana yAMBHJCS, SaTeM BCIOOMHHJ KCTOPHH, KOTOpHIe
paccKa3blBaJH O COBaxX, M NMOHAJ, NOYeMY MaJIbyHK TaK HCIYyralcs.
HyxHo nocTapaTbCsl YCHOKOMTh €ro, HO TakK, 4YTOOb HE ONOPOYHTH
yueHns @pakena.

— 210 IMoxo— yOHBaThk COBY, — cKa3aJs oH.-— Ho TH He AOJXKeH
TaK CHJBHO OECHOKOUTBCH...

— Jeno ue B coe, Tam ecTh elige yToO-TO.

Xaps HAKJOHHJCA, M 32 KOHell AJHHHOIO KpBLJIA BHITAIIMI COBY
H3-NIOJl KycTa, 3aTeM NOAHAJ ee TaK, 4ToOH cBeT OGJauxanmero
KOCTPAa OCBETHJ NTHULY.

— Bor u3-3a vero s npumen 3a To6oi, — orBetun Xapa, yKaswl-
Bas Ha YEPHYIO UIMIIKY Ha Jane COBHIL.

Keppuk HaksormJca Omamxe. Ceer KocTpa OBCTPOH BCHBHIUKOM
OTpPasuJCsi B OTKPHBIUEMCH TIJa3e CYLIeCTBA, KOTOPHA TyT Xe
CHOBAa 3aKpulzIcs.

Keppuk MelJleHHO BHIIPAMHJCH, 3aTeM B3AJA ATHIY M3 PYK Madb-
YHKa.

— Tsl BCE clenak nPaBHIbHO, — CKa3zad oH.— CTpensiTe B COB
TJIOXO, HO 3TO He Ta COBa, KOTOPHIX MBI 3HaeM. JTO COBA MYypry,
TH UPaBRJbIO NOCTYNHJ, YOUB ee M NpHAS Ko MHe. A ceifuac Oeru
GHICTPO M HalilM OXOTHHKA XepuNlaka, CKaXH eMy, uTOGH NpHLIeN
B MOIO manaTKy. PaccKaxu eMy, 4TO MH BHAEJNH HA JaNne CORHI
Yenpuas, yto Hamesg Majbpuuk, npuian v Xap-Xasosaa, u Copay,
3anaBmWKE Mecto Yiabdazama. OHM B3rJSHYJIH Ha MepPTBYI0 NTHIY
H XHBOrO Mapara, o0XBATHBIEro KorTamu Jany cosBbl. Copan co-
APOTHYJCH, Korga GoJibilloll ria3 OTKPBIICH, YCTABHBIIHCh HA HHX,
a MOTOM CHOBa 3aKPHIVICH.

— Uro 310 3HAUKT? — caApocHa XepHaak.

— 310 3HAUNT, YTO MYPry 3HAKT, TAe Mbl, — ckaszaa KeppHK. —
Oun Gosbllle He NMOCHIIAIOT WIMHOHHTL 32 HAMH DENTOPOB, NOTOMY
YTO CJAHUIKOM MHOTHE M3 HHX He BO3Bpal(alOTCs. A COBR MOXET
JIeTaTh HOYBIO M BHAETh B TeMHOTe. — OH TKHYJ YepHOe CYyIIecTBO
najblleM, H OHO AEPHYJNOCh. — ITOT Mapar TOXKe BHAMT B TeMHOTE
W pacckasmiBaeT o Hac Mypry. U 3to Morsio OuiThb yKe MHOTO
pas. :

— O3TO 3HAYHT, YTO MYPry yiKe TOTOBAT aTaky Ha HAC, — CKasan
Xepunax, H roJ0c ero GblI X0J0eH, KakK CMEpTh.
KeppHk KuBHYJ.

—_ Ila, TaK OHO H €CTh. 3JAeCh, HAa IOT€, AN HHX AOCTATOUHO TEILIO
Aaixe B 3TO BpeMs roaa. 310 CYIIECTBO paccCKasano HM, rae Hal
Jarepb. Onxn HAXKIAYT MECTH, 3TO HECOMHEHHO.
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— Uro xe penaTh? — cnpocusit Xap-XaBoJaa, IJSAS Ha 3Be3JHOE
ne6o. — Moxer, yity Ha ceBep? Ho BecHa emie He NIpHmja Ttyaa.
— Mpl Ro/XHB BATH, BECHA TaM WJK HeT,— 3aMeTul KeppHk, —
IToKa Xe HYXHO Yy3HaTb BCE O BO3MOXHOM HanageHud. Hyxuo
BH6paTh JY4IIMX GEryHOB, KOTOpHIC NOHAYT Ha 1OT, BAOND PeKH.
OHH JOMKHH WATH OT Jareps OJHH HJK Jaxke ABa JAHA, Bce BpeMmsd
CMOTPETh 33 pPeKOH, M, €CJIH YBHAAT JOAKH MYPIY, HEMEAJNCHHO
NpeAynpeAHTh HaC.

— CurypHar u Hepemanny,—(:l{asa.n Xap-XaBoaa. — OHu camue
ouicTponorde B moell cammaf. Onum ferand 3a OJEHAMH 1O ropam,
i ferann Tak ke OHCTPO, KaK OJEHH.

— Tlycrb BHIXORAT Ha paccBeTe, — OKasaa XepHaak.

— Hexkoropble H3 MOMX OXOTHHKOB CUIe HE BEPHYJHCh, — BCTaBUI
Copau. — OHH ylIA¥ AaJeKO W HOUYIOT BHe Jareps. Mul He MoxeMm
NOKHHYTb 3TO MECTO, IpPeKAe yeM OHH BEPHYTCSL

Keppux B3rnsHyJ Ha OroHb, Kak Gbl HajlesiChb HAHTH TAM OTBET.

— 51 uyBCTBYKW, uYTO HaM HeJb3s TepsTb BpeMeHH. Kak TOABKO
BEPHYTCA OXOTHHKH, HYXKHO YXOJHTb Ha CeBep.

— Ho Tam eme MOpO3n H HeJb3sl OXOTHThCH, — 3aMPOTECTOBAM
Xap-XaBona.

— ¥ mac eme MHOro nuum,— orseruas Keppuk. — CBoe MmsaAco u
MSICO, 3aXBaueHHOe y Mypry. Ero MoXHo ectb. EclH MBI OCcTaHeMcA
34eCh, MYpPry ofpyllatcs Ha Hac, f UyBCTBYI 3To. Boxee Toro,
st 310 3Hal0.— OH yKasaJ Ha MepTBYIO COBY W XKHBOE CYUIECTBO,
naotHo obXBaTHellee ee Jany. — OH¥ 3HAOT, rAe MB, H APHAYT
y6uTh Hac.  XHUa ¥ HHX H 3HAI0 MX MOBajAKH. EcJH MBI OCTaAHEMCH,
TO yMpeM.

OHu MaJo cnaju 3Tofl Houblo. KeppuK NOAKAJACH C NMEepBHIMH Jy-
yaMu codanua, korga Curyprat u [lepeMaHAy OTHPAaBHJIMCH B NyTb.
O6a GeaM BHICOKHMH M KPENKHMH, Kparn H3 6epc30BOH KOPH 3a-
LIHIIAJH HX HOTH OT MOAJeCKa,

-— Bo3bMHTe CyXOro MsAca H 3Korasa, — ckasaa KeppHK, —Ho
TOABKO Ha TpH AHA. OcTaBbTe KoNbsi: BH He Bynere 0XoTH1beA. Bl
Gynere TOJIbKO CMOTperh. BosbMHTe ¢ cofOd BalllH JYKH U Xecor-
caHbl, yTOOBl 3alXMWaThcA. Bce Bpems JABHrafTech BIOAL peKH,
Jaxe ecJqH OT 3TOTO Ball NYThb CTaHeT AJuHHee. MuTe 10 TeMHOTH
¢ ocTaBafTech y PeKH Ha Houb. Bosppawmalirech Ha TpPeTHH AeHb,
eCJIE HHKOT'O HE BCTPETHTE, H He B3AyMaliTe 0CTABATbCH TaM J10Jb-
ire. BEUMaTenbHO CAeANTE 32 PeKOH H HeMelJeHHO BO3BpallafiTech,
eCJIH YBHAHTE Mypry. 3aMeTHB UX, Bhl JOJKHBI KaK MOXKHO OslcTpee
BEPHYTbCA Hasal.

JIBoe OXOTHHKOB G6exanu Jerko W cBOGOAHO, HX HOTH 6yxaanbﬂo
noxupany paccrosiiue. Hefo saxpoisanu obnaka, AeRb OB 1po-
Xnajubid, GexaTh BAOAb WMPOKOH peKH Obulo NpUATHO, Banmxe
K TNOJYAHI0 OHH OCTAHOBHJIMCb, MOKDHE OT IIOT4, HANHJWCH H3 YH-
CTOTO pyubs, KOTOPHIA Mafas KackajoM ¢ KaMeHHOTo OOHaKeHHs,
3aTeM, OOMBIBIINCL B HEM, I0XKeBaJ¥ HEMHOTO CYXOro msca H Apo-
JOJKaNR NYTh.

230



Bekope onH po6panuch go MecTa, TAe peka fenaja GOnbIIyo Net-
Jai0. Oun 6BAM Ha BO3BHILIEHHH M BHJeNH, KaK 0OHA HM3BUBAeTCs
CHayaJa B OAHY, 2 OTOM B APYTYIO CTOPGHY.

— MoxHo nepeceus ee 3zech— 3T0 Kopode, — ckazaj CurypHar.
ITepeManay B3rAsiHyR Brneped, 3aTeM THUIBHOH CTOPOHOMN ~JMaJlOHK
BHITEP IIOT C JHILE.

— Jla, Kopoue, HO Torga Mel He OyaeM BuAeTb pekn, OHH MOryTt
npoHTH, U MH HHYero He OygeM 3HaTh. HyXHO u©ATH BAOJDL
peKH.

TlocMoTpeB Ha 1or, OH BAPYr yBHAen 0o6aako, KoTopoe npubAMKaE-
Jock K gEM. OHo BCe pocsIo Ha ryasax.

— Uto 310?— cnpocus CHrypHarT.

— [bb, — otBerun [lepeManAy, W3BECTHEIH OCTPOTOH CBOEro 3pe-
Husl. — O6snako neiiH. Bo3amoOxHO, Ooabplloe cTafo YTHHOKJIO-
BHIX. :

— CKOJNBKO OXO4yCb, HUKOTAA He BMAe)R HEuero mnoaotroro. OHo
“CaMHIKOM GOJbLIOE U LIMPOKOE H IMPOAOJIKAET PACTH.

Oun nojoxnanu, Korza o06aako nuap nNpHOJM3HIOCL M CTakd
BHAHEl XKHBOTHBHIe, MOJHMMaBIHe ero. YacTe K3 HHX 0exana BIe-
penmM othesnbkoi rpynnoi, u [Tepemanay, NIpHKpPLIB I1a3a 0T COAHILA
PYKOH, monuiTajacsa pasryisierb nx.

— 3710 mMypry! — KpHKHYJ OH BAPYT ¢ yxacoM.—— Mypry co cmep-
TOHOCHHIMHE NadkaMi. Bexuwm!

Onx npobexasu 0o6paTHO BAOJL Bepera pekH, XOpOUIO 3aMeTHHE
B TpaRme, eiBa jJocTHTapwel nx KoJjeH. [Tosagm pasmasncs TpoMKHi#
KPHK, TONOT TAXKENBLIX HOr U Pe3KHe MIeJKaIolye 3BYKH.

CHurypHaT BCKPHKHYJ H ynaJ. BrieTpo B3rasiRyB Ha Hero, Ilepeman-
Ay YBUAEJ APOTUK, TOPUAIIMH H3 ero 3aTHIAKA.

Ha paBHuHe cnacenns ne 6blo. TlepeMakiy cBepHyJ BJ€BO, NOYBa
OCHIIANACH NOJA ero HOraMu, H OH yIaJ ¢ BBICOKOro 6epera, pyXHyB
B BOAY ZAaNexo ‘BHU3Y.

IIBa XpyNHBIX JKHBOTHBIX 3AaTOPMO3HJH H OCTAaHOBHJHCE Y Kpas
o6prsa. JIroe BcaJAHHKOB-HilJIaH CAYCTHJIHCh HA 3€MJIO C BHICOKHX
ce/lell ¥ B3IISIHYJH Ha MYTHYIO peKy. TaM HHuero He ObLJIO BHAHO.
JLOBOMbHO AOJTO OHH CTOSIIH HENOABHXKHO, 3aTéM OABH H3 HHX MO-
BEPHYJACH M HANPaBMJICS K TapakacTy,

— Honoxu Bainti, — ckasana oHa. — CKaXH, 4TO MBl BCTPeTHAH
NByx ycro3oy. Ofa oHu MepTBH, a OCTajbHBle HUYErO He 3HAWT
O HalleM NPHCYTCTBHH. Mul ofpyiMMca Ha HHX HEOXKHAAHHO, Kak
OHA H TJJAHHPOBAJA, '

15

Keppuka pa3byauau jAaneksie KPHKH, AOHOCHBIINECS H3 TEMHOTHI.
Apmyr ToXe 3abecnokoWiach K UYTO-TO npofopMmoTtasa BO CHe,
KOTZla Ol OTONBHRYJACA OT €e Temaoro rejda. KpHKH CcrTany emme
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rpomue, © KeppHr 3aTOpONHACH, 3anlaphia B TEMHOTE, HIlA MeXO-
BYIO OJEXAY.

Korja oH OTKMHYJ KJanaH NaJaTKH, TO YBHAEA TPYNNY OXOTHHKOB,
Gerymux x Hemy. OHH Hecau <¢pakedw, a ZBOe H3 HHX TAULHJH,
NOAJEPIKKBAS NOA PYKH, KAaKyio-TO TEMHYI (Hrypy. 310 Onli ewme
OJlHH OXOTHUK, €IBa nepecraanﬂamnu noru. Xepusnaxk Gexan Boe-
penu Bcex.

— Oun uayt! — KpHKHYA oH, H KeppHK nmouysCTBOBAJ, YTO BOJOCH
3allleBeJHJHCh ¥ HEr0 Ha roJioBe,

— 3710 [lepemanny,—ckaszan Xepunak,— oH 6Gexanl BeCb JeHb
H GOJBUIIYIO YaCTh HOUH.

Ilepemanay Oma B co3HaHuH, HO Kpafne HcromeH. OXOTHHKH OCTO-
POKHO ycafHJIH ero Ha 3eMJiro nobamxe K Keppuky. B mepuaromem
cBeTe (aKeNoB ero Koxka OGuja OAefHOM, MOA IJla3aMH TeMHbIE
KPYrH.

— Hayr.. — xpunao ckazan oH.— 3a mMHO#... CHrypHaT MepTB.

— Ecrtb 0XpaHa y peKH? — CIOPOCHJ Keppnx u lepemanay, yeau-
LIAB 3TH CJA0BA, NIOKAYAJ IOJOBOHL.

— Ouu uayT He no peke. [To cynre. .

- DBernre, — npukazan Xepunak OXOTHHKaM, KOTOpHIE TpHHECHH
[Tepemanay. — Byaute ocCTaNbHBIX M BHI30BHTE CHORa caMMaja-
poB.

ApMyH BHCyHyJach H3 NAJaTK# H HakjaoHHdack Hax Ilepemanzy,
nozHecsl wamwKy ¢ BoJo# K ero ry6am. OH XajHO ocylInn ee, 3a-
ABIX3aACh OT yeuani. Teneps OH MOT TOBOPHTE.

— Mpu caeaunu 3a pexoii, Ho OHM HAYT Mo cyite. CHayajna MM 3a-
MeTHJIH 00JaKo NLIAH, XoTopoe OHNO Hosblle, deM BCe, 4TO MH
gorpa-mibo sumenu, Tam 6bau Mypry, HX HEBO3MOMKHO COCIMTATH,
OHH OexaJH GBICTPO, TAXKEJO TONAJH W HECJM Ha CBOHX CHHHAX
MYPry co CMepPTOHOCHBIMM NaJKaMH. Bnepeiu ABMranuch paspel-
YHKH Ha JAPYTHX Mypry, Gojee ObICTDHX B Kpynablx. Koraa Mel mo-
fexkanu, oHH yBHAeNU Hac M yOuan Curypnara. 1 Gpocuicd B peky
H 3aJepXaJj JApXaHHe TaK A0Aro, kak Mor. IloToM nOmJm BHU3
no Teuenuww. Korpa s BHHyXIeH OB BHIHEIDHYTb, OHU yHKe
YLUJIH,

[Toxa on ropopua, K HHM NMOAOLLIH CaMMaJaphbi U CTaJH COBHpaThes
OXOTHHKH. Mepuasomufi cser daxesoB OcBelllas X MpAUHBIE KA.
— Korpa 1 BhIen W3 BOABL, OHM VI, HO BAaJjieKe BHANA OLLIa
OB, OCTaBIafcs mocjae HHX. OHW wan Owicrpo. S nociegoBasn
3a HHMH 110 IIMPOKOMY, KK peKa, clefly, BBITOLTAHHOMY B Tpase
H ycesHHOMY HaBo3oM Mypry. Korga cosHlle ONyCTHAOCh HH3KO,
A YBHAEJ, 4TO OHH OCTAHOBHJWMCE Y pekH. Torxa s OCTaHOBHRCH
TOXeE, e NOAXoAs Oamxe. Mapraayc rosopma, 4TO OHH He JOGAT
HOYb, H He ABHXKYTCA, Korga oHa mnpuxofdT. Ilomua o6 aToM,
s MOJAOXKZAAJ, MOKa COJHLE ceso, H, Korjda CTajo TeMHo, ofouled
HX C BOCTOKA, uTo0Bl He NPOXOAHTH PANOM ¢ HUMH. Doablue g HX
He Buaea. Geman He OCTAHABJAMBAACH, H BOT a4 3Aech. A CurypHat
ymep...
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On oTKHHYJCH Ha3al, YTOMJAEHHHH cBOel peunio. CooBa ero uamnoJ-
HUJH cepalla chyluaTesedl CTpaxoM: OHH [OHAJY, 4TO CMepTh MOA-
XORHT Bce BJHKeE.

~— QOnu 6yayT aTakoBaTh, — CKa3aa KeppHk, — BCKope Ilocne pac-
cgeta. UM TOYHO H3BECTHO, e MH Haxomumcs. OnH oCcTaHOBUIACH
Ha HOYb AOCTATOYHO HAAJIEKO, uTOOBl HX HeNb3s ObINIO 3aMeTUTh, U
AOCTATOYHO BAH3KO, YTOOE OOPYIIRTLECH YTPOM.

— Mu poskHD 3amMmMAaTh cebsl, — ckasaa XepHaax,

— Her! M He JOJXHBI OCTAaBaThCH 3JeCh,— OHICTPO, NOYTH He
3aJlyMHBasiCh, 0TBeTAA KeppHK.

— Ecau MH ylifieM, 044 BanajyT Ha Hac Ha Mmaplue, — ckasaa Xe-
pusak. — Mu OyzeM Ge33alUMTHL, H OHK Hal YHHUTOXKAT. Jlyulie
VK OCTABATBCH 3/€Ch.

— Bwucayumafite mens, — ckaszaa Keppuk.— Ecny  Mpl ocTanemes
3jechb, 310 GYAeT HMEHHO TO, UTO WM HYXHO. OHH U NIaHUPOBAJH
HamacTe Ha Hac B 3TOM MecTe. MOXXHO He COMHEBATBCH, aTaKa pas-
paGoTaHa Bo Bcex AeTassaX, M 1o OyAer o3HAyaTk Halle YHHYTO-
keHue, HaM HYXKHO NOAYMaTh O BO3MOXKHOCTH cnacenus. OHE eAyT
Ha YKBOTHBIX, KOTOPHIX % HHKOIAd HE BHAEN H O KOTODHX He CJbl-
mwan, Onuako 3T0 HUYETO He 3HAYHT. MHB Raxe NpeAcTaBHTh He MO-
JKeM BCEX CTPAHHHIX CYILECTB, KOTOpPHE ecTh y Mypry. Ho cefiuac
MH 3HaeM O HHX, celiuac Mul mpeaynpexieHs. — OH mocMoTpen
BOKPYT. — Mpbl BhOpasu 3T0 MECTO AAA Jarepsl, ROTOMY HTO 3JeCh
6na BOZA W MBI MOTAH 34LHLIATBCS OT HanageHua ¢ pexd. Ho
RAYT M OHU 1o pexe? Tl BUAEN XOTb OAHY JOIKY?

~— Het, —orserun llepemanny. — Peka 6nlia nycra. Mx Owao Tak
MHOTO, UTO MM He HyXHa nomows. Kx 6b10 Kak ITHI B CcTanx,
KOrla OHH COOHpPAIOTCH JIETEeTh Ha IO OCeHbio, KaK JHCTLEB, KOTO-
phle HEJb3s1 COCYHUTATD.

— Hama xosoyas HaropoAb 6yAeT NpPOCTO PacTONTaHa,— cKaial
Keppuk. — HeT, MB JOKHH HeMme[IeHHC YXOAHTh Ha cesep. Ham
HeJMb37 OCTABATHCA 3JeCh.

Ponot ctux. OXOTHHKH CMOTPEJH Ha CBOUX BOXKAKOB, 2 T¢ Ha XepH-
Jaka. Pemlarts nomKeH Obii OH., XepHJakK MpayHO NOCMOTpeN BO-
KPYT, 3aTeM BHUIPAMHJCH H CTYKHYJ KOHIIOM KOIbsl.

— Mmu yxoauM. Maprajyc npae: OCTaBaThCA 37€Ch — 3HAUHT Ha-
BepHAKa NOrHGHYTh. Ec/IH HaM Hy)XKHa NO3HHHS AJIS CPaXKeHHd, 3T0
Jo/KHG OHTH MecTo o HauweMmy Buibopy. Ilpowsaa TonbKo MoJo-
BHHA HOUHM, H MHB JAOJIJKHBl HCHOJb30BATH OCTABINEECA TEMHOE Bpe-
Ms. CHEMalTe manarkuy...

~ Her,— Bmemancsi Keppuk.— 310 3aiiMer BpeMsa, a ero HaM H
TaK He xsatacT. Ecau Mbl cofepem DajaTKH, BOJOKyLIM OyAyT Ts-
XeJI0 HATPYXKEHB!, H 3T0 3aRepXHUT Hac. HyXHO B3ATb TOJBKO OPY-
XKHe, NUILY H oflex Ay — 00ablle HHYEro.

OxHa U3 XeHIIHH, CAYIWABIIHX ero, XaJso6HO 3anpHyuTana.

— Mp MOXeM cAeNaTh HOBHE NAaJNaTkH, HO He HOBHE JKH3HM, —
cxasaa Keppuk.— Ipy3nTe Ha BOJIOKYIH TOJMBKO TO, O 4eM # TOBO-
PHJ, H MOXeTe I0CaHTh Ha HRX MaJjerbKHX gereir. IlamaTku nycrs
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crosat. Mypry He GyAyT 3HaTh, YTO NaJaTKH [YCTHl, HAYHYT aT4KY,
HCIOJB3YIOT APOTHKH, a4 3TO 3aiiMET BPEMS, OUeHb HYXKHOE HaM.

— JHenafiTe, Kak nMpHuKasas Mapraayc, — cKadal Xepunax., — Hanre.
MacTonoHTH I'pOMKO TpyOHJH, BEIpaxas CBOE HeIOBOJBLCTBO, HO
CUJIbHRE YARPHE 0 HHXHAM ryfaM 3acTaBHAM HUX NOBHHOBATHCA.
Ilepen nanaTkaMi pPa3Bes]u KOCTPH, K BOJOKYNIH OHCTPO 3aHHMAJH
cBoH MecTa. Keppuk octaBua ApMyH, IPY3HBUIYIO Bee HEOGXOLHMOE,
H MolIeJ K ronoBe ¢GopMmupyiomesicd KOJOHHH, riae xuan XepH-
JIaK.

ToT ykasan Ha cegep. )

— EcJH NOMHHIUB, MeCTHOCTh TaMm MNOBHINAETCS. XOAMH NOPOCAH
JAepCBBbSAMHA, M KOe-I'Ae U3 3eMJR TOpYaT CKaJjh, Mbl MOJMKHB 10-
6parbca TyZa, MpeXJje YeM OHH HACTHIHYT Hac, TaM MOXHO HaHTH
MeCTOo AN 06OPOHH. v

Jlyna monHasace nmpexnae, yeM oHu coOpajiuchk, H paccBeT Oua co-
BceM Ouansko, KosoHHa ABHHYRach Bepex W NOUIZ Ha CeBep Ca-
Mol JerKoi Joporou.

[Ipomno 10BOJIBHO MHOTO BPEMeHH, NMpekjae ueM XepHJAaK oObABUM
OCTAHOBKY, :

— Hanutbea # ORAOXHYTb, — NpHKa3aJ OH, PASAS HA3aJ, OTKyAa
OHH NPHULIJH, U OXMAAA, NOKA pacTAHyBLIAsCs KOJOHHA cobepeTcs.
ITorom nogospaa k ceGe Ilepemanny.

— Tu 3Haells, H2 KaKOM PacCTOSIHHH OT Jareps Gwain mypry. o
UITH OHM YXKe 10 Hero?

[lepemanay nocMorpen Ha 0T, W [J1a3a €ro cysuauch. OH HEOXOTHO
KHBHYJI.

— $1 Oexan aosro, HoO OHH ropasfo Guictpee Menst, Cefiyac oHM
JOMXKIHBI OLITE TaM.

— H ckopo oTnpaBsATcs clexoM 3a HaMH, — MpayHo 3aMernn Xe-
punak. OH nNOBepHYJCH, B3IJSHYA Ha BOCTOK, 3aTe€M ykasan Ha
apearopbe: — Tyda. Msl ZOMKHB HAWTH MECTO, KOTOPOE MOMKHO
32IMHINaTh. JgeM.

MeCTHOCTh BCKOpe Haualla NOJHHMATHCH, H YCTABLIHE MACTOAOHTHI
noLId MejJieHHee, Kak ux Hu SoAroHsaaAr. OAHH U3 OXOTHHKOB, pas-
BeJHBABLIHX Aopory, noaGexan K Xepunaky.

~— JlonnAa CTaHOBHTCA Kpy4e, H BCKOpPe HATH OydeT oOdeHb Ts-
KeJNo. .
Korza oHH NOAHAAHCH HaKOHell HaBepX, XepHJak yKazaJ Ha Xpy-
TOH, MOKPHTBEIK KAMHAMH CKJIOH, KOTOPHIH YXOAMJ K NOPOCIHHM Je-
COM BO3BHILIEHHOCTAM BHAAJIH.

— 310 70, 4T0 HaM HyXHO. OHH He CMOTYT aTakoBaTh HaC C3AAHU.
WM mpunercss MATH 10 3TOMY CKJOHY, H OHM OyAyT H2 BEIY, a MHI
MOj 3AlIHTOH AepeBbeR, 3aHHMaeM RO3HUIUHIO 3/ECh.

KeppHK o6JeryeHHO B3JOXHYJ, YCAHUWAR 5TH CJOBA: NOCJAE AOJTOTO
NyTH ero HOra myJbCHpoBana GoJbI0, H KaXABH mwar Gbl Myue-
nnem. Ho cefivac ne 6n0 BpeMenn aymarh o cefe.

— OTo XOpOIWHH MaaH,— CKa3aa OH. — KHBOTHEE YCTANK H HE MO-
ryr uaTH Aanibuwie. Mx nyXHO yBecTH ray6xe B Jec, NOKOPMHTDH
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H AAaTb UM NEpefOXHYTH, KeHMmHUHE nycTb UAYT ¢ HEMU. Ham Bcem
HYXHO HEMHOTO OTAOXHYTh, IOTOMY UTO, KOrfla CTE€MHEET, NMPHALTCS
croBa MATH, EcNH Mypry Tak MHOTO, KakK ToBOPHT Ilepemanny, mul
He cMoxeMm yOuTh HX BceX. HaM yjzacTcd TOABKO OCTAHOBUTH HX.
Yro TH cKaxellib Ha 3T0, XE€PUIAK?

— §1 ckaXy, YTO 3Ta MEICJAD XKECTKa, KaK KaMEHD, U B TO JKe BpeMs
CIpaBeJUIHRA. MBI BCTPETHM MYPry y Omyuwikd Jseca. Xap-Xamauna,
f0Ka CBETNO, NYCTh JyyliHe OeryHHl M3 TBOEH caMMaj NOHLIYT
JOpory uepe3 gec ¥ gasbute. Mel 6yneM cpaxaTbes H, KOTaa CTeM-
HeeT, MOHAEM Janbile.

OTcTaBwne emie ¢ TPyAOM NOAHWMAJHCH IO CKJOHY, KOrja OXOT-
HHKH NPEeRYNpexXJalolie 3akpHualy, yKasplBas Ha 3alaf, Ha pacTy-
LY Tyuy MUK, NOsABHBIUYIOCS Y NepBHX Npearopuit. 3penuuie
3T0 3aCTABHJAO NOCAEJHHX NOTOPOMHUTHCH.

Toaya cBexui BeTep, Kauas roJble BETKH Hal HX rojopamu. Kep-
PHK ceJ HA MArKYI0 TpaBy DHAOM ¢ XepUJaKoM H NPHHAJCA OCTO-
" 'POXKHO BCTABJSATH APOTHKM B XecoTcad. OO6nako npubIHXKaioCk.
XepHaaK NOAHSAACA H CAENAN OXOTHHKAM 3HAK YKPBITHCA.

— Bcem B yKpHITHE, — NpHKasaa oH.— M He CXHMMaThb CMepTOHOC-
Hble NAJKH, TOKa s He CKaXy, Kak Obl OJIH3KO OHH HHM TOAOLLIH.
A notom y6uBath ux. HukoMy He orcTynath, NoKa sl He NPHKAXY.
[lorom orxoanTb, HO He BCeM cpaly, U NpSyach 3a JepPeBbiMH.

— TloMHKTe, 4TO BCE MBI CTOHM MeXAYy Mypry H camManamu. OHH
He HOJIKHH NPOHTH.

Mypry 6ui1s Bece GAMXKe, bR KAYOHJAach yXe B NOCHAeIHeH A0JIH-
He, H3 KOTOPOl MOJABANHCh MOAH. KeppHK snexan 3a crBojioM 60/1b-
1Woro Aepera, NPHUCTPOHB XECOTCAH HA OJHON W3 €ro BeToK. TpaBa
Ha CKJOHE KOJLIXajach NOJ BerpoM, CTaH NTHL MOJHHMAaJHCh U3
HEe ¥ pasjeTaJuch B CTOPOHH, POKOT, NOXOXHE Ha NaJeKul TpoM,
CTAHOBHJICS BCE OTYETAHBEE.

JInHus TeMHHX (Hryp NOABHAACH HA BepUIMHe rpelHs, NBHrasch
MeANEeHHO, HO HeyMmomHMo. Keppuk sexas HENOABHXKHO, NPHXKaB-
DIHCh K 3eMJe, NPHCAYUIHBAsAch K TOPOIVIMBHM YIapaM CBOEro
cepana.

BepxoBsle KHBOTHBEIE OBIIM KPYNHBIMH, HEMHOIC NOXOXKHMH Ha 3pe-
TpPYKa, ABHrajHuchb UIHPOKHM IlIaroM Ha CBOMX MOIUHEIX 338AHAX HO-
rax, Talia no scMmie TsXeJdue XBocThl. Ha cruHe y KamkAOro CHASNT
uijaH. BoT OHH OCTAHOBUJIHCH, OTJISABIBAR CKJOH K AEPEBbsS 34 HHM
H 0XKHAAS OCTAJbHBIX.

Keppuk 3anoxHyJcsd, Korga rpefeHb xpefTa noreMHesJ OT ABHXKY-
mAXcs QHTYp, ¥ KOTOPHX OBUIO cAHLIKOM MHOro HOT. OHH TOXe
OCTAHOBHJIMCH H 3aKPYTHJAHCh Ha oZHoM MecTe., Ha ux cnunax cu-
JeJH BOOPYKeHHHE (apri, ClNelHaJbHO BHBEREHHBIE AJs NepeBo3-
KH, TH CYIIleCTBA JOCTABHIH (Papru Ci0Ja U Tenepb HaKaMJIHBaJIHCh
y NOARHOXbsH cKaoHA. Hakoxen apMaza ABHHYyJach BHCPEA.

Berep Ays oT HHX, ZOHOCS KPHKM HIIaH, IJyXOfl TOMOT HOF, IPOH-
3UTEJIbHHE BOIJH XUBOTHEIX M HX TAXEJbIH 3anax.

Bruiile u BwIe NOAHMMAANCh OHH, NMPHONHKAACL K FOPCTKE 0XOT-
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HUKOR, CIPATABLINXCA 33 MepeBbAMH. Kamkaast NeTasb HX BHEUIHETO
o6sinKa Obvina cefiuac oTueTVIKBO BHAHA. Qapru CKEMAJAH CBoe OpY-
JKHEe M BCMaTPUBAJINCh CKBO3b NbUIb, a4 MHJAHB HA CBOMX KPYIHBIX
CKaKyHAX OCTENeHHO MPONYCKaJu HX BIEpef.

ITouTH HecAHIUHBA B TPOMKOM TONOTe aTaKYIOWHX, NPO3Bydan
KpUK XepHAaKa, M TYT XK€ IUeJKHYJH IepBHE CMEPTOHOCHHE
TaNKy.

16

Keppux BoicTpenns B GJMXadllero Hizana, IPOMaxHyacs, HO Io-
nmaa B ero XusoTHOro. CylLXecTBO 3apemeno, 3aTeM TSXKEJI0 YIAJOo.
BeanHuK, neanfi 1 HeBpeJHMBIR, PYXHYJ Ka 3eMJI0 H HMpuuenuscs
U3 cBocero xecorcana, Craenyiomui aporuk KeppHKa nopasua ero
B INEI0, H OH HCYe3 B TPaBe.

Sro Gpwio u3buenne. IlepBrle pAAN aTaKyIOWHUX NMOJErJIH NOA MAC-
CHPOBAHHMIM OFHeM M3-NOJA JepeBbeB. MHOTHe H3 HEYKJIONXUX
BOCHMHHOTHX CyIIeCTB OBIIH NOPAXKeHBl W TOXe ynanu, chpacwsas
¢dapri co cBoMX cuuH. Te HeMHOrse, YTO NPOJAO/IKAJH IOBUKEHHE,
Ooinx yOHTH TMepel JNuHWeH Jepesbes. Yiesaesiude Opocunucs obpar-
HO, HaJjeTass HAa BCAJHHKOB, ellle CTpeMuBlUIHXCA BHeped. JpoTHKH
JETeJdH B 3Ty CMEIIAHHYIO TOJIY, H TPYNH FPOMO3JUIHCE BCE BHIIE.
Araxa 3axyefnynach, BO3AYX HANOJHHJCH KDHKaMK paHEHHIX dap-
T, IPHAABJIEHHBIX YIABUIHMH KHBOTHBIMH.

Hitnanel, HaxojuBlinecss B PHAaX aTaKyiOLIWX, cTaldM OTAABaTh
NPUKA3aHUA, U NOJ HX PYKOBOACTBOM ¢papri OpOCHJIHCE MCKATh
ybexulle, cTpeasis NmpH 3TOM Has3aa. KeppuK ONYCTHA OpyXKHe H
MPUCAYIEANCs, CTAPAAch NOHATh CMBICA pacnopsaxenuit. Oaun u3
BCAAHUKOB NPHBJEK ero BHMManue. KeppHx NOAHAA XeCcOTCaH, Ho,
NpHUrAAAEeBIIKCD, TIOHAN, YTO He BHAHT ee. OAHAKO roJoC, HABOJUB-
HHA NOPAROK CPEAH ITOro Xaoca, Obl CAbIIEH OTUETAHBO.

KepprK 3amep OT HEOXHMAAHHOCTH, IUMPOKO PacKpHIB rjasza. DTOT
roJoc... On 3Hax ero.

Ho Beab Bajinta Obl1a MepTBa, OH caM yOHJa ee. 32KOJOJ KOIbeM.
Ona posxHa 6HTH MepTBA.

M sce xe 370 GBI TOYHO ee TOJOC: IPOMKHH M IIOBEJHTEJNbHBI.
Keppuxk BCKOYMN HAa HOPH, WNHTAfACh YBHASTH €8, HO OHA CTOSIA
K neMmy cnuxoi. [ToroM, Koraa osa noBepHyJaach, KTO-TO CHJBHO
TOJKHYJ €ro B COHHY W, NOBaJHB Ha 3eMJIO, NOTAIMJ B YKpBITHE.
JpOTHKH 3alieNlecTeJH N[O JMCTbAM HAj ero roJoBol, Xepuaax
OTNYCTHJM €0 M YKPBLICS CaM.

— 270 oHa,—c TpyAoM cKkasasn Keppux.— Ta, kotopyw g y6ud,
caMMmazap scex Mypry. Ho Beap s yOua ee, Tol caM BHAen 2T0.
— $1 BHJeN TOMBKO, KaK TH IPOH3UA mapara Konmbem, Wix oueHb
TPYAHO YOHUTb.

Bajfiutu 6ena xuBa, 8 5TOM He OBUIO COMHeHHS. Bce elle XuBa...
Keppuk nokauasn rosoBoll W nozusan xecorcaH. Ceituac 6H0 He
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BpeMs Aymats o8 3TOM, M OH 3acTaBHa ceb AyMatb © cpaxe-
HHH.

[ToTepu aTaKywUHx ObIIM OrPOMHBI, HO OHM HAWIJK YKDHITHE 3a
TeJaMy NMOr#OIUINX ¥ HAYaJAH OTBEYATB HA OrOHb: BETBH ILIEJECTeJH
H KOJHXAJHCh OT YAapoB OCCYMCICHABIX APOTHKOB.

— Hukomy He BHCOBHBaTbes! —KpuKHya Xepuaak. — Cugure
BHHU3y. ITonoxkaem, Noka OHE NOUAYT B aTaKy.

Hiinann, yueseBuide B IepBOil aTake, AepXalH Telepb CBOHX Ta-
pakacToB B Ge30NACHOCTH 32 Maccof ypykTonoB H ¢apra. Onu
TPOMKO KpHYaaK, 3actaifs Gapru uatk sneped. Te HEOXOTHO MOA-
HHMaJIUCh, Oexanu BHeped M ymupasu. Ataka 3axaedbiBanach,
LaxKe He yCleB KaK CAeAyeT HauaTbes.

~— MH oCTaHOBHAH HX,-— YAOBJIETBOPEHHO cKa3aa Xepuaak, riaas
HA 3aBaJIEHHHH TPynaMM CKJIOH. — MBI MOXeM JepXaTb HX 3J€ech,
— Ho He ouenb J04ro, — ckasan KeppHK, ykashBas BHU3. — Ara-
Kys H3 MOps, OHH 32XOAAT ¢ ABYX CTOPOH, a MOTOM MAYT HaBCTPeuy
Apyr Apyry. Jdymarpo, oHH ¢esaloT TaK H ceftuac,

— Mgl MOXKeM OCTAaEOBHTh 3TQ?

— Henapoaro — ga. Ho s sualo ux crparernio. Ovu 6yayT aTako-
BaTh BCe Gosee MIMPOKHM (POHTOM, NOKAa He O0OHAYT Hac ¢ ¢aaH-
roB. HyXkHo GHTb FOTOBBHIM K 3TOMY.

Keppuk O mpas. Papru caesiu ¢ HeyKJIIQXKHX YPYKTOIIOB U Ha-
qaJy NOAHHMATbCHA N0 CKJOHY XOJMa, MEAJCHHO ABHrasich BIEpeN.
Ouu ymupaau, Ho npukas Opocasn Bmepex Apyrux. PesHs Owuia
CTpalllHas, HO KOMaHAHPOB uilnaH 570 He Gecnokonyo. Hosue u Ho-
Bble (hapri MOAHHUMAJMCh H3-33a TPYNOB, U HEKOTOPHIM Aaxe yjlaBa-
JOCh NOCTHYb Kpas Jeca, NpexJae YeM KX yOHsalH.

Toneko Aaneko 3a NOJACHb NepBhle (Qapry HaIIAM 3alUTY CpeiH
AepesbeB, JIpyrue npHCOeAWHHIHCh K HUM, H TaHy NIPHIUJIOCH OTCTY-
RaThb.

Hauasocs HOBOe, XOTA U He MeHee yOniicTBeHHOe cpaxenue... QuecHb
HEeMHOTHE U3 (hapri 3HaJu Jec, NO3TOMY, KOIla OHM NMOKUMAJH CBOK
YKPHITHS, cMepTh 00BnyHO HaxolHaa HX. M Bce e OHHM mojHHMa-
JHCb, !

Keppuk otxoaua Bmecre co BcemH. Hora ero nourd He Goaena, #
OH CTapazics, uToOB MeXAy HuM M Gapru Bceraa OBUIM AePEBbI.
H Bce Xe oAHaXAB APOTHK BOH3HJACA B KOPY JepeBa COBCEM PAROM
¢ HHUM. Keppuk pesko NoBepHyJics, AepiKa KOMbe HAroTOBe, BOHSHJ
ero B NOAKpaBllyiocss (apru, 3aTeM BHIPBaJ M 3aTOponducsd Ob-
CTpee B Jiec. ,

Orcrynienue npogonxkanocs. Maganeka AoHEC/UCH pe3xue NpHKA-
3bl, # KeppHK oOCTAHOBHACH, RPHJOKHB PYKY K yxy. OH BHHMA-
TEeJILHO OPHCJAYyLIaJACcH, NOTOM NoBepHyJca U nofexan obpaTHo, Hila
XepHnaKa.

— OHH orxofisarT Hasag, — ckaszan Keppek.— He Buas ux, f He
MOTYy OHTbL yBEpPEH B TOM, YTO OHM TOBOPAT, HO IO oOpHIBKaM MNpH-
Ka30B MOMKHO JOTaAaThCs.

— Ony cranuces u oTeTyNUAH?
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— Her. — Keppuk Barisalysn B teMHeloiuee He6o HaJl AepeBbsiMH. —
CKOPO HOYb, U OHH XOTAT HQPEFPYHHHPOBaTbCH. yTpOM OHU CHOBAa
noHAyT B araky.
~- K 3TOMy BpeMeHH HaM HyXHoO yiitH nojaibire. Cefiwac nopa
HATH K CaMMaj.

— CHauasa HYXHO ellle Koe-4To CRelaTh, ME AOMKHB OCMOTpeThb
Jdec H cobpaTh Bce CMEPTOHOCHHE NaJKH, KoTophle HakigeM. [Totom
 MOXHO YXOJHTb. _

— Tu npas. CMepTOHOCKBIE MAJKH U APOTHKH, MK CAHUIIKOM MHOTO
CTpeNsuIH. - -

Jlo HacTynJeHHR HOYM OHH NOAOOPAJHM OPYKHE H BEPHYJHCh K caM-
mal. Keppuk wea nocneaHuM, OH CTosu1, rasigsl BHE3, HA CKIOH,
noka XepHaaKk He OKJAHKHYJA ero. KeppHK 3HAKOM NORO3BAJ OXOT-
HHKa K cefe.

— IlycTe octanpHHe BosspawmwamTes, a MB ¢ To6oK noabepemcs
6auxe K aarepio Mypry. OHH He JIOOSIT HOUM, H, BO3MOXHO, MBI
CyMeeM YTo-RHOYAb CAeNATh.

— HogHxoe Hanagenne?

— ITO MBIl ¥ ROJXHH Y3HATh,

OHn MeAJeHHO ABUHYJNHCH BNepei, Jepika OpYXKHe HaroToBe, HO
Bpard yuau BHH3. OAHAKO YLLK HeAAJeKO: uX Jarepb GBI XOpollo
BHAEH Ha IOPOCHIEM TPaBO# CKJIOHE — MHOXKECTBO TeMHHX Tel,
MOJIYaJIMBHX H HENOABHKHKX,

JlBoe OXOTHHKOB cof.iofann BCe NPefOCTOPOXKHOCTH. CHAYaNa OHK
Iy 1o TpaBe, MOTOM I[IONOJ3JH BNepeR, Aep:Ka OpYXHe HaroToBe.
Korza oHM OKasaJHCh Ha DAcCTOSHHM NOJETA CTPEJH OT Jareps
uilnan, Xepuaak Jerko Tponys Kepprka 3a maeuo.

— 3T0 CAWWKOM NPOCTO, — HPOLUENTAA OH €My Ha yxo.— Her au
Yy HHX KaKoH-HHOYAb OXpaHH?

— 5 ue sHaw. Onm Bce cnar nmo movaM. Ham HyXHO Bce pasy-
3HATD.

Oun nponoasau Boepej eule HEMHOro, 4 TyT naasubl Kepprka Koc-
HYJMHCh Yero-To, NOXOXKEro Ha BHHOTPAAHYIO JNIO3y, CHOPSITAHHYIO
B TpaBe. OHa MeANEHHO ABHranach MeXAy ero NajblaMu.

— ¥Yxonum! — npuKkazan oH Xepuaaky, KOrfAa NHJAAOLUIAS MPYXKUHA
NoAHANachk U3 TeMuOTH. CHayaja cjalbmifl, cBeT e€e CTAHOBHJCH BCe
Apue U sApYe, H CKOPO OHM BCe OTJIHUHO BUAeaH. M OBAH BUAHH
camu. [locapnanncs IHEJYKH XeCOTCAHOB, APOTHKH 3aINypLIAJH
B TpaBe BOKpYr HHX. OHM NMONOJN3JM Kak MOIIH OHCTPO, HOTOM
BCTAJIH H NoGeXalJH B crnachTeqbHyl0 TeMHOTY. CROTHKasfch H mna-
lasi, eiBa ABIIA OT YCTAJOCTH, OHM He OCTAHABJHMBAJHCh, IIOKA
He IOCTUINIY rpebHR TOpH.

[Tosaan HHX CBeT NOTYCKHEN U CHOBA cTaso TeMHO. Minaunp u3-
BJIEKJIH YPOK H3 OoHHM Ha Oepery — Telepb aTaKOBaTb HX HOYBIO
OBLINIO HEBO3MOMHO.

Korna Xepunak u Keppuk moGpaauck 10 caMMaj, APOTHKH H Xe-
COTCaHH ObINH yXe cOOpaHH H NOrpyXeHH Ha BoJdoKymd. Ortcryn-
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JeHHe nPpoAosKanoch, Xepuiak Ha XOAY NOroBOPHI ¢ camMmaja-
paMH.

UetBepo OXOTHHKOB He BEDHYJHCh H3 CpaXkeHHsS B Jecy.

Onu WA MeNJeHHO, CAMIIKOM MeJeHHO, YToOb u3bexaTh aTakKy,
KOTOpas HaBepHsiKa HauHeTcA yTpom. Bce GBLUIH yTOMJIEHB! ABYMs
HOYHBIMH NEPEXOLaMHU, OTCYTCTBHEM cHAa. MacTOAOHTH npoTeCcTyIoNe
KPHYAJH, KOI'la HX NLITAJHCh NOATOHATD.

Ho Bce-Taku caMmaj ABHTaJMCh BIepes, NOTOMY uTO BHOOpa y HHX
He OmJ0; OCTAHOBKA 03Hauaja CMEPTb.

Onnaxe RPoABHXKEHHE CTAHOBUJIOCH Bee MepJeHHee, 3ajoaro A0
paccBera Copau npuHec Xepuaaky coobuleHHe:

— JKuBoTHBie He XOTHAT HATH, AaXe eCJAH HX MOArOHATb KOMNbAMH.
—— 3HAayHT, MK OCTAHOBHUMCS 34ECh, -~ YCTANO CKasay XepHaak.

— Orauixath 4 cnnath. Ha pacceeTe noitpeM padbiie.

Ha paccBere noaysn cemepHHII BeTep, ¥, BHIOpABLINCH M3 CBOHX
ClajibHHX MELIKOB, BCe ApPOXaaH oT Xojxoxa. Hacrtpoenue 6nla0
yHEIEIM. TOJABKO CO3HaHHE, YTO Bpar npubarxaercs, 3aCTaBHJO
HX CHOBa [JBHHYTbcs Breped. Apmyn ua psiaom c Keppurom
MOJI4a ~— FOBOPHTDH cefivac He XoTeXoch. Bce ee CHAB YXOAMJH HA
T0, UTOGB ABHraThci CAMON H IOATOHATH NPOTECTYIOIHX MAacTo-
JOHTOB.

OXOTHHK, CTOSBIIHH y AOPOrH, ONEPIINCh Ha KOMbe, MOAGKARI,
noka KeppHk nmonoiiner nobauxe.

— CaxkpHnekc xoyeT, yTo0u TH NPHIIEA K HEMY, — CKa3aJ OH.
Crapasch He ofpallaTe BHHMaHHA Ha NyAbCHpYIomyio 6oab B HOTE,
Keppuk HanpaBHACS B TOJOBY KOJOHHE, MAMO BOJIOKYHUI H JABHXKY-
muxces caMMan. MasenbkHe JeTH LIJIE CaMH, MAajeHUeB Hecad Ma-
TepHd U CTaplliHe JeTH, HO, Aaxe OcBOOOXKJeHHBIE OT 4acCTH TPY3a,
MAacTOAOHTH ABHTAJHCh ¢ TPYXOM, H ACKO OO, 94TO HAZOAT0 HX
He XBATHT.

Korna Keppuk zo6pea Ao XepuaaKa, TOT YKasaJ Ha ropbl BIepea.
— OHu HAUWIH TaM JeCUCTHll rpebeHb, — CKA3aaA OH, — O4YeHBb TNO-
XOXHH Ha TOT, Iie MBI OCT2HOBHJH MYpTY.

— Her... xopoilero noHeMHOXKy, — orBeTHN Keppuk, 06opsch
¢ KawseM. — Bparos cAHIIKOM MHOro, OHH OSOHAYT HAC M HamaayT
¢ THIA.

— Onx yMeror yunthed Ha omirGKax, DTH Mypry He Takue yx Tay-
nHe ¥ XOMKHHE TOoBepHYTb o6paTHo. OHH 3natoT, uTo OYAYT yOHTHI,
€CJIR HAYHYT aTaKy.

KeppHK 321yMIHBO MOKa4al TOJIOBO. .

— Tak caenanu Gu Tany. Buasg, Kak yMHEpAIoOT Apyrue, OHH GoRTCA
yMepeTh CaMH, HO MYPrYy COBCEM He NOXOXH Ha TaHy. $ 3Halo HX,
3Hal0 CaHIIKoM Xopomo. Minanel, koTopele eAyT Ha KDPYMHLIX XKH-
BOTHEIX, JEHCTBHTeAbHO OYAyT AepXKaTbCsa ¢3aAd, B §€30NMaCKOCTH,
HO OHH IPHKAXYT (apri aTaKoBaTh, Kak cjlellajJd 9T0 Buepa.

— A ecqH Te OTKaxXyTcs?

— 310 HeBO3MOXHO. Ec/AM OHM MOHSAJM MpPHKA3, TO JOJMKHE €ro
BHNOJUAT. VHade um Henb3s. OHE 6yayT aTaKOBATh.
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— Mypry...—ckasan Xepuiak, HeBeceno ycmexasich. — Uro xe
HaM TOrfa {1enaThb?

— Uro ele MBI MOXEM CAeNaTh, KpOMe Kak MPOAOIAKAETb YXO-
OHTh? — GECAIOMOIIHO cnpocha KeppHK, Abllla IIHPOKO OTKPHTHM
proM. Koxa ero 6maa cepoit oT ycTanoctH.— Eciad Mbl OCTaHO-
BUMCA 3ZeCh, HAa OTKPHITOM MeCcTe, Hac nepebbioT. Mbl RoaXubl
Ha#TH KaxoH-HUOYAb XOAM, KOTOPBIH CMOXeM 3aillUTHTD.

— Xo0JiM MOXHO OKPY2KHTB, H TOT'la HAM BCEM KOHel,

Jlopora, 0 KOTOPOH OHH LIJH, PE3KO NOLLIA BBEPX, H HM NPHULIOCH
Hanpsiub Bce CHAM. JlOCTHTHYB rpeOHfA, OHH ObUIM BHIHYXKJAEHBI
ocraHoBHThCSI. KeppuK coryJcs BZBOe, CTpaAasi oT cyAopor. 3a-
ARXafACh, OH BHIOPAMHJACH H TIOCMOTpeN B Ty CTOPOHY, Kyda HM
NPENCTOANO UATH. 3aTeM 3aMep HENOABMIKHO, C OTKPHTHM PTOM
M IHPOKO pacNaXHyTHIMH I'Ia3aMHu. )

— Xepuaak! -~ KpuKHys oH.— CMOTpPH TyJa, BIepeld, HA 3TH Bbi-
COKHe ropH. Thl BHAHIIB?

XeprnaK NpPHKPHI IJ1a3a PYKOH KW NMOCMOTPeJ, MOTOM MOXKaJ IJe-
YaMH H OTBEpHYJCS,

— Crer. 3uma eie He yilljia OTTYRA. -

— Heyxeau TH He nmoHuMaellb? Mypry He MOTYT XHThb B XOJOJeE.
ITH cyllecTBa, Ha KOTOPHX OHH elyT, He CMOFYT NMPOHTH MO CHErY.
OHu He nokAyT 3a Hamu Tyaa!

XepHaaK CHOBA NOAHAJ B3rAfA, HO Tenepb B-€ro rJaazax Osiia Ha-
REeXAA.

— CHer He Tak AaJeKo OT Hac. MH MoXXeM JOHTH A0 HEro Aaxe
CErOJiHS, €CAH NPOJAOIKUM ABHXKeHHe. — OH OKJHKHYJl OXOTHHKOB,
BBHIOHpaABLIKX JOpOry, NOAO3Ba) HX K cefe M Jaj HOBHE yKasaHUS.
3aTeM ycencs, 4TO-TO AOBOJBHO BOPYA,

— Cammaj yHIyT, HO HEKOTOPHE H3 HAC JOJKHH OCTaTbCH K OCTa-
HOBUTb MYPTY. -
Teneper y HHUX nosBHJIach Hajexiaa. [laxe MacTOLOHTH, NOUYB-
CTBOB4B BO30yKaeHHe JIIOAeH, MOAHANN X060TH H 3aTpyOHIH.
OXOTHUKH 3aBepllyJH KOJOHHY, HanpaBias €e K BHCOKHM ro-
paM.

Ceffyac MM IHPEACTORJNO OXOTHTBCA HAa MYPry, KaK OHH OXOTHJIHCh
Ha APYTHX oNacHHIX XHBOTHHX. CaMMaj y¥e CKPHJIHMCL H3 BHALY,
Korna XepuJak OCTAHOBHA OXOTHHKOB B CaZMOM BEpXY JOJHHBL
3aech, cpedn ocwbined, ObIIO pa3fpocalo MHOMECTBO KPYIUHBIX Ba-
JIVHOB.

— Mm ocraHoBuMcst 3ech, B 3TOM Mecte. [lo3BoauMm um 3aiiT
MEXKAY HaMH, a 3aTeM HauyHéM cTpe/sTb. B nepByio ouepelb B TeX,
KTo KomaHayeT. IloronuM ux o6paTHO M 3aXBATHM OpPyXHe H APO-
THKH. UTo oniy cleaaloT nocie 370ro, Mapraiayc?

— To xe caMmoe, uTo Jesann pyepa,— oTBeTHI Keppuk. — Onu Oy-
AYT aTaKoBaTh Hac B ITOM MeCTe H OLHOBDPEMEHHO NOHLIIOT (Gapru
yepe3 rpefelb, 4TOOH OHM OOOLITH Hac ¢ (pJ1aHroB K € THJIA.

— 3710 TO, UTC HaM HyxXKHO. IIpexne, ueM JIOBYIIKa 3aXJIONHETCS,
ME! OTOAAEM Haszaf,...
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— W 6ynem ycrpausath A0BYWKH!— Bockaukhya Copau. — By-
AeM IesaTh 3TO CHOB2 W CHOBA,

— Bep#o,~- ckazan XepHJIaK 4 XOJOJHO YIBGHYICH.

OHM HawAH MecTa cpedH BaJyHOB Mo ofie CTOPOHH JOJHHH, rje
MOXHO GbJo crpAratbes. MHorne u3 Hux, Bkmwouas Keppmka, yc-
HYJH, KaK TOJBKO JIerJM Ha 3emJi0, HO XepHJIaK, KaK CakpHIexc,
He cnaj ¥ GbIJI HACTOPOXKe, NJIAAS Ha AOPOrY CKBO3b LEENb MEXIY
ABYMSI KAMEHHBIMM IIHTAMH, KOTOpbIe CABHHYJ ¢ MeCTa.

Koraa nokasanuce nepBhie BCaaHEKH, OH pa3bynua cnsumx. Cko-
PO DONHIA HANQJHHJIACH TSKEABIM IyJaoM ypykromos, Minauu Ha
TapakKacTax ABHTaJHCb Bheped OTAEIbHOR rpynmnol, BO3TJaBasis
ABrxenHe, OHH IPOLIJK MHMO, He 3aMETHB TaHy, H YK€ ZOCTHIVIH
rpebis, xorja 6GoJec MeAJHTENbHLHIE YPYKTONH BOWWIH B 3a-
IajfHo, : ) '

. XepHJIaK CKOMaHZOBAJ, H Hauajack cTpennda,

bofiHg Owijla uyaOBMINHON, ropasgo GoJiee CTpAWnol, yeM Haka-
HyHe. OXOTHHKH CTPeJSJIH HENpPepHBHO H KpHYAAH OT PaAOCTH,
nenas 3to. Hilnansl najajau cBepXy BHHA3, HX TPYNH I'DOMO3AHAHCH
OAHH HA LPYFrOH ¥ CKOJNb3HAM BHM3 B CMEDTOHOCHHH Xaoc. YpykK-
TOTB NOrHOAH, (apr, CHAEBIUIHE HA HUX, TOXE, Te, YTO NHITAJHCh
CIacTHCh, CKaThIBAAHCh BRH3, IlepBbie pEAbI aTakyOIUHX GHIH CMS-
TBl, H Bpard oTollVIM Hasah, yToOB NeperpynnupoBaThes. OXOTHURH
ApecAeN0Band UX, HCNOAb3YH OPYsKHe MEDPTBHIX MPOTHB XKHBHIX.
Tonbxo Korga yacoBoi Ha rpeGHe TOPH 3aKpHYaJ, OHH OTCTYNHJH,
Crneaysi BOOAb KOJIeH, OCTABJEHHOW BOJIOKYLIAMH, OHH HOJHHMA-
JICL BCE BHIUIE U BBHIIIE B FOPHL.

Eme apaxkasl OHM yCTPaHBaJu MYpPry 3anajHH, ABAXAK Hanaja-
Ju, yOWBAJH H Pa30pykKaJj¥ HX, a IOTOM YXOJHIH.

— Mul GoJablie He MOXeM AeHCTBOBATL TaK,— cKaszan KeppHk, uta-
TasCh OT YCTAMOCTH A Hony.

— Myl JoyKHBL JenaTh 3TO. ¥ Hac HeT Bbifopa,— MpayHO OTBe-
THa XepHJaK, PaBHOMEPHO NepeaBurad Horu. Jiaxe ero HEHCTOLIRH-
Mble CHABL Oblau Ha Hcxofe. On eille MOT HATH, HO 3HaJd, 4TO ApY-
rue ckopo He cmoryr. XoJACAHBIH BeTep AyJa eMy B Jquno. O no-
CKOJIb3RYJICA, HO YCTOSAN HAa HOrax H B3rJAfHYJ BHH3.

IToGenunit xkpux Xepmiaka npopeBajcs CKBO3b YCTaJaOCTh, HaBa-
anBviocs Ha Keppuka. Ou oryisspeicsi, HAYEro He MOHUMAsi, 3aTEM
ero B3rAAJ, Clelys 3a yKasaTeJpHHIM majsuem Xepujaaka, ycTpe-
mujaca K 3emae. lopora Owsa IpA3HOH, nepenaxaniol, ¢ 6odb-
UMK Ky4YaMH HaBo3a MAacTOZOHTOB, JEXABIIEro B riAyOOKHX OTIe-
yaTkax Hx Hor. KeppHK HHMKAK He MOr NMOHATb, YEMY TAK pajxyercs
XepuJyak, Ho 3arteM yBHAes Oenble NATHA CPeAM TIpsA3U Ha 3eMjle
BOKDYT.

3ro 6HA cHer,

OH TAMyJCS NO CKJIOHY Tepel HHMH, Nepecekas TPs3HBIE caef,
ocTaBaedHbil camMman, CHer... CnothKasich, Keppuk nofexan K cy-
rpofy y ROPOrH, BHIXBATHJ U3 HErc NOJHBIE NPHIOPLUIHH XOJMOLHOTO
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GeJyioro cHera M noaAGPOCHA B BO3AYyX, [OKA OCTANbHBIE KPUUAMU U
CMEAJHUCh.

Ha Bepuune rpefiHS OHM OCTAHOBHJHChL MO KOJEHO B CHETY ¥ [O-
CMOTPEAH BHHU3 Ha BepXoBHX HHJNaH. JlOCTHrHYB 6efQro cHera,
Te NOBOPAUYMBAJY CBOHUX CKAKYHOB 00paTHO.

Crnenyouine 3a HUIMH OPABL TOXEe OCTAROBHJAMCH. OHH KPYXHAH Ka
MecTe, NOKa BepXOBble HANAHBI 0 YeM-TO COBEILAJHCh, IOTOM CHOB&
ABuRyJAHCb, OZHAKO He Brepef, a Hasal, BHU3 No ckJAoHy. OHu
‘CIIYCKaAHChL MEAJIEHHO, HO HEYKJAOHHO K CKOPO CKPHUJIHTh M3
BHAY.

17

, v
[NMokpwBaBIIKi peky Jaex TpPOHyJcA, oOpasoBar GoJablIHe 33aTOPHI,
ORE oCTaHYTCA A0 TeX MOpP NOKa BOJAd He YHeCeT JbJAKHH K MOPIO.
B yKpOMHHX MecTax, KyAa COJHEIe MOYTH He nolajajo, eile ocTa-
BajcA Jield, H CHer 3anogHayn ssMH Ha Oepery. Ho ma ayry, Tam,
rie peka jAeaaia UIHPOKYIO NeTdI0, HeGoJblioe cTago OJleHeH yiKe
HNAN0 TOHKHE CTPEIKH MOJOJOH XKesTo-3eeHol TpaBw. OHA TO
H ZeNo OrisAbBaddcCh N0 CTCPOHAM, IieBeast ylaMH H NPHHIOXH-
Basich. I10TOM 4TO-TO BCTPEBOXKHJO HX, H OHHM T'DAL{HO3HBIMH IPLIK-
KaM¥ yMYaJIHCh B Jec. _
XepuJaK CTOSJ B TE€HH BHICOKHX BEYHO3eJIEHBIX AEpeBbeB, BAbIXas
HX pe3KHH 3arax, CMOTpe] Ha Jarepb, KOTOPHE OHH INOKHHYAH
oceHnio. O6bATHA 3HMBL OCAa0JH, BeCHa B 5TOM roay Owlaa paH-
uss1, BosMoxkHo, suMHHE JbAbl VAAYT. Bo3MOXHO... 3a €ro cnHHOH
NOCABIIAJNCA CKPHII KOXAHBIX peMHel H peB MacToAoHTOB, JKHBOT-
HH€ 3HAJH 3TO MECTO H NOHAJH, YTO MyTellleCTBHE OKOHYUNOCH,
OXOTHHKM THXO BBIXOZHJH H3-3a ZAepesben, N Keppuk men BMecTe
¢ HHMH, Tenepp MOXKHO OBIIO OCTAHOBHTbCA, PAa3GHThL Jarepb B 3TOM
3HAKOMOM MeECTe M NOCTPOMThL iIajalid H3 BETOK KyCTapHHKA.
Ho ocranoBka apech GyAer Hepoarodl. ToNpko 4TO KOHYHIACh 3HMA,
H JI0AM MONIK 1IOKa He AyMaTb o claedyiolied. Keppuk B3radHyn
Ha OeJeX [THH, DPOJeTaBUIMX BHICOKO HAaA HHMH. 3To ObUIH ApY-
rHE HTHIHL.
BoaMoxno, apyrue... MpayHele BOCTOMHHAHHKST HAXJBHYJAH HA HEro,
H CoJHeYHhA JeHb noMepk. Hilnan agecy He OWJ0, HO OHH HpPEX-
CTaBASIHCH €My YPAaraHoM, KOTOPH Bcerja MoXeT HaleTeTb. Hro-
6bl HH nenaam cefiyac Tany, 4ToOW OHHM HH COOMPANHCh A€AATh,
HX JKH3HM Bceraa Gyler yppoxaTe CMepTeNbHas onacHocTh. XBa-
TAT. JAs pasMuILieHHA OyaeT BpeMa IIOTOM, a cefizac HyXHO €Ta-
BHTH JIATEPb, PA3BOAKTb KOCTPH UM XapHTh CBeXee MACO.
B 1y Xe Houbr oHU cofpanncy BMecTe BOKPYr Kocrpa: Keppuk, Xe-
punak, craphii ®paken, cammagape. JKelyAkH HX ObIH TOJHH,
a caMu OHH OnIH foBOJbHBL. COpJaH NMOBOPOUIHJ KOCTEP TaK, YTO
MCKPHI NOJETeNH BBEPX, TepAAch B TeMHOTe, H3-3a AepesbeB noa-
HAJACL NOJHAS JAyHa, HOUb Opsia THXOH, COPJAH BHITALIHN OOYTJEH-
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HYIO BeTKy, [oMaxajl ef0, IOKa OHAa He BCIBIXHYJa SPKHEM NAaMe-
HeM, 1 3axker Tpyb6ky. OH rayGoko 3aTAHYJCSH, BHOYCTHA 06aaKo
AnMa, 3aTeM mnepefan TpyOky Xap-XaBody, KOTOPHH TOXe Iay-
6oko Bhroxuysl M. OHU GHJIH ceifuac OJHOK CaMMaXk, COCTaBjieH-
HOH M3 HECKOJAbKHX, H 0OJblEé HHUKTO He CMesuics Halk TeMH, KTo
npHiIe/l H3-3a rop. 310 OO HEMHCJIHMO H3-33 3HMH, IPOBeJeH-
HOH BMecCTe, B CPaxKeHus ¢ Mypry. Tpoe H3 ero MoJOAHX OXOTHH-
KOB yxKe Hawnu cefe XKEHIUHH B ADYTHX caMMaZ. 210 6ba NyTh
K MHpY. _

— OpakeH,— OKJIHKHyJ XepuJakK,— pacCKaxu Ham O GuTBe H 00
yOHUTRIX Mypry.

@pakeH NOKauaJ TOJNOBOH, NPHTBOPAACh YCTaJAbIM, HO KOrJa Bee
CTaJdH YIpPAUIHBATb €ro, a 3a CAHHAMH CHAEBIIHX TOSBHJIMCL APY-
THe OXOTHHKH, OH MO3BOJAHA YroBopuTb cefa. Hekoropoe Bpems ou
THyCcaBO HaneBaJ YTO-TO, PAaCKayHBadgChb H3 CTOPOHH B CTOPOHY,
NOTOM HayaJl [1eTb HCTOPHIO MpOMIeAIIeH 3HME.

Xorsi Bce OHM OHUJIH TaM H y4uacTBOBaJMH B COORITHSIX, HHTEpECHEE
61:”]0, Korga OH pacCKa3HBaJd O IpOofIeHlIeM. B ero HCTOpHAX
¥KH3Hb npeoﬁpa}xanacu Bercrso CTaHOBHJIOCH ApaMaTHinee, XKeEH-
LIHHEBI CHJIBHEE, OXOTHHKH xpaﬁpee, a Gursa HEBEPOSTHEE.

— ...CHOBa M CHOBAa NOAXOAHJH OHH K XOJIMY, CHOBa H CHOBA OXOT-
HHKH BCTaBANM Ha HX NyTH. CKOPO BOKPYI' KaXXAOr0 OXOTHHKA BHI-
CHRUCH TAKHE TPYJAH TeJ, YTO 34 HEMH MX CaMHX He GBLIO BHAHO,
Kaxnnli 0XOTHHK YOHJ CTOABKO MYPTY, CKOMbKC cTebJeli TpaBhl
pacTteT Ha cKiaoHe ropu. Kaxarli OXOTHHK CEOBa M CHOBAa yjapsn
KOTbeM, H KaXkABHA yZap NpoH3aJd NaTephx Mypry. B ToT AeHb
OXOTHHKH ORUIH CHJLHH, a FOPbhl MEPTBBIX MOAHAJHCHL BBIILE HX
roJioB.

Onn caymans ero, KHBaJH M HCNBITHIBAAH BCe GOJLUIYIO TCPAOCTh
oT Toro, uto caenanu. TpyGka nepexonnsna u3 pyk B pykd, a dpa-
KeH mes HCTopuio HX nobensl, [osioc ero MoAHHMAlCH A0 KPHKA
H ONycKajcd, A0 LIeNOTa, W BCe, Aa)ke MEeHIUMHB U MaseHbKHe Ae-
TH, BHUMaTe/JbHO caywiaan. KorAa OH 3aKOHUHJ, Bce NPOJOJIKAIK
MOJa4aTh, BCIIOMUHAS. MM OO ¥TO BCIOMHHTS...

Orowp noutH morac, ¥ Keppuk npusctald, noAlpOcHa B Hero Be-
TOK H TYT Xe€ Cejl, HOTOMY 4TO y Hero 3akpyxXujach rosiopa. [um
13 Tpy6kH OLLT Kpernok, OH ellle He NPUBHK K HeMmy. Ppaken ycra-
70 OTNPABHJCA B CBOK NManaTtky. OcTaNbHbIe TOXKEe HayalH pacxo-
AUTHCS, H CKOPO Y KOCTP@ OCTAJIOCh TOJBKOC HECKOJbKO OXOTHHKOB.
Xepuaaxk c¢MOTpesa B OroHb, Xap-XaBoJa NMOKAYHBaJ TOJOBOH B IO-
AycHe, Xepuaak BarasHyn Ha Keppuxa.

— Oun cyacTaHBR cefivac,— CKazan oH.— Mup... Xopowo, uTo
cefluac OHH HCIHITHIBAIOT 3T0. 3MMa OblAa ZOATOHR H TOPbKOH, H
HM HYXHO 3alHIThb ee, npexae YeM OHH HayHYT AyMaTh O CAeAylo-
ued. Jla ¥ Mypry co CMEpPTOHOCHHIMH NaJKaMH TOXKe HYXKHO 3a-
6LITh.

OH noMonyaj, NOTOM IPOH3HEC:

16* 243



— Mup yOuan MHOr#x u3 HHX. Moxer, tenepb oHM 3abyAyT O Hac
H OCTABAT B NOKOE.

Keppm( HE€ XOTeJ, OTB€UATh OTPHUATEJNLHC, HQO NOHAJ, UTO HE€ CMO-
WeT cAenarte storo, OH nokayaa roJOBoH, H XepHaAaK B3A0XHY.

— OHu npuAyTt cHoBa,— ckasan Keppuk.— 9 snaw 3THX Mypry.
OHH HeHaBUIAT HAC TaK €, KaKk Mbl HeHaB#AHM Hx. CKaxH, TH
yOua 65 HX BCEX, €CiH 6Bl MOr?

— Totyac xe 1 ¢ GoJABLIHM YAOBOJAbCTBHEM,

— H oHH YYBCTBYIOT TO K€ caMoe,

— Tax ut0 xe HaM jgenatb? Jleto O6yAeT KOPOTKHM, H Mhb He
3Haem, Gyaer au xopowas oxota, Ho uto Mb Oyxem AenaTh, KO-
rja Ha Hac HaBaaurca Oyaylnas 3uMa? Ecan MBl nOHLeM Ha BOCTOK
X chenylomeMy Gepery, rie MOXHO OXOTHTBbCS, MYPry HaNMAyT HAC
taM, Ha 1ore Toxe. A Ha ceBepe apcTBYIOT MOPO3HL. v

— Ectp eme ropdl,— ckazaa Xap-XaBosa, KOTOpPOro pa3lyauiu
rosoca. — HaM Hy>HO YXGIHTb B TODHL.

— Ho TBoS camMaj TpHUIIA HMEHHO H3-3a rop,— ckasan XepH-
JIaK,— BBl NMPHULIH, TOTOMY 4TO TaM HE GBIJIO 0XOTH.

Xap-XaBoJsa nokauaj rofoBoO#H. .

— 310 TH Ha3BaJ MOK cammaj] npuutegmedf u3-3a rop. Ho To,
YTO TH Ha3blBaellb FOPaMH, HAa CaMOM A&J€ BCero JHIIb XOJMH.
3a HuMH HaxomATcs Racrodiude rophl. OHH JocTalOT HeGo, H CHET
Ha X BepILIMHaX HUKOrAa He TaeT. BOT 3To rophi!

— $1 caniman o6 3TOM,— ckaszan Xepuiaak.— $1 cAblaj, 4TO HX
HEBO3MOXKHO Nepecedb, H CMEPTh XKALT CMEebYaKoB,

— 2DT0 MOXeT CAYYHMTLCS, €CNH Thl He 3HaelWb NepPeBaltos, 3HMa
MOXKerT mofiMartk TeGsi B JIOBYIWIKY, M Thl ympeuwb, Ho Myuad, oxor-
HHK H3 MOeH caMMaj, nepeceKkas ropH.

— Mypry HHYero He 3HalOT 00 3THX ropax,— ckasai KeppHkcHa-
AeXA0R B roaoce, — ORHM HEKOrJla He rOBOPHJAH O HHX. UTO JIEXHT
3a HUMH?

— MyHan rosopHJ, 4To TaM nycThHA. OueHb MaJO TPaBH, OYeHb
Mano acxkaelt, OH roBopHJ, ¥TO INed IO HEH ABA AHA, 4 TOTOM,
KOTJa KOHYHJIach BOAA, BepHYJICH.

— Mu1 MoXeM NofiTH TyAa,— cKa3at Keppuk, aymas Bcayx.
Xepunak GBIPKHYJIL.

— Yepea megaHuie ropsl B Ge3BoaHy IycTHHIO? Mypry B TO
ayume. Ilo Kpalineil Mepe Mbl MOXKeM yOUBATH HX.

-— Mypry yObloT Hac,— rHeBHO ckaszal Keppuk.— M yGbem He-
KOTOPHIX M3 HUX, HO npujier eile GoJsblie, NOTOMY 4TCG HX MHOTO,
KaK Kaneab B OxeaHe. B KOHIe KouioB Bce Mbl yMpem. Ho
B NYCTHHK He 06f3aTeNbHO YXOAUTH Hasceraa. Mbl MoxeM B3SATh
c coboit BOAB H Halitu popory uepes nee. CTOHT moxymatbs 06
ITOM. ,

— Jta,— coranacuncsi XepHaak.— HaMm neAcTBHTENBHO HYKHO I0O-
oabwe ysHatb 06 3TOM. Xap-XaBoJa, M030BH OXOTH#HKa MyHaHa.
ITycte OH pacckaeT EaM O ropax.

MyHan 6ba BHICOKHM OXOTHHKOM ¢ IJHHHLIMH LIpaMaMH, nepece-
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KaBUIUMH ero HIeKH, KaK Y BCEX OXOTHHKOB 43 IJEMEHH, KOTopoe
npuiuto u3-3a rop. OH meixHysa TpyOKOH, Korpa Ta nomna Ao He-
TO, ¥ BHICJAYIIAJT HX BONMPOC.

— Tam Oblau Tpoe H3 Hac,— CKa3ald OH.— Bce oueHbp MoJOIHE,
310 6B OAMH W3 TE€X INOCTYDKOB, KOTODHE COBEDIIAIOT IOHOIIH,
4ToOH AOKa34aTb, UTO H3 HHX MOJAYYaTCsd Xopoinue OXOTHUKH. OnM
JIOJKHB CAeNaTh 4T0-HUGYAb O4eHb TPyAHoe, — OH KOCHYJCS Lipa-
MOB Ha ¢BouX IlexaX. — ToNpKO ROKa3aB CBOK OTBArY, OHH HOCAT
9TH 3HAKH,

Xap-Xapona coryacHo KHBHyJ. Ero cofctsennnie mipaMut Genenu
B CBETE XOCTpA. .

— Tpoe yman, apoe BepHyauch. ME OTIPAaBHIRCL B Hayaje Jnera
U NOJAHAJIHCh Ha nepeBanbl, B Hame#l camMmapn 6wl crapslf OXOT-
HHMK, KOTOPHIE 3Kaj O HEX K pacckasal HaM, Kak Haftu Jopory.
Oun Hayuas Hac, Ra 4To o6palaTh BHUMAaHHE M Ha KakKOK mepeBad
NOAHUMATBCA. 3T0 6BLIO HeNerko, H Ha CaMOM BEICOKOM IepeBaJjie
61 riyOOKHE cHer, HO MBI Bce e NpOWIM ero. Bee 370 Bpems
MBl ILTH HA 33X0Aflnee COJXHUE. 32 ropaMH OKasaJHChb XOJMHI, rje
Obla XOopolIas OXOTa, HO 32 HHMH HAYHHAJA&Ch OYCTHIHSA, Ml no-
UIJIH Yepe3 Hee, HO TaM He GbIIO BOAH. BHINUB BCe, YTO ML HECHH
B MEIIKAX, MBl IOBEPHYAH 06paTHO.

— Ho Tam MOXHO GBIIO OXOTHTLCH? — CIPOCHIT XepHIAK.

MyHaH KHBHYJ.

— [Ma, B ropax, rge UM JOXAH, a 3UMO¥ najan cuer, Bauxuue
K FoOpaM XOJMBl OBUIH 3e/1eHHIMM, U TOJBKO 33 HHMH HAUHHANACh
NYCTHIHSA.

— Tw MoXxewlb cHOBa HaHTH 5TH nepeBann? — cupocHa Kep-
pHK,

MyHaH KuBHY..

— Toraa HaM RYXHO NociaTb Tyaa HeGoabwofl oTpAi. OHH Halt-
YT AOPOTY M XoJMbl 3a ropamy. CHesas 3TO, OHH BepHYTCS H TO-
BEAYT TyAa caMmal,

— Jleto cefiuac oueHb KOPOTKOE,— cKa3ajd XepHaak,—H MYPry
cnHukoM 6ausko. Ecnu yX HATH, TO BCEM BMeCTe.

OHH npoOroBOPHAHA BCI HOYL, B TIOTOM ellle HecKoabKo Houed, Hu-
KOMY He XOTeJNOCh MOAHMMATBbCA Ha JIeAAHBIC TOpbl JETOM: 3UMa H
TaK CKOPO IPHAET M He3aueM AoOpoBoabHO npubinxare ee. Of-
HAKO BCe 3HaNH: HYXKHO YTO-TO Aedarh. OHM HEMHOTO OXOTH/IHCH
3/ech, NMOSTOMY MHTANHCHL CBEXHM MscoM, DBUJIH 3leck U cberol-
Hble KOPHH, PacTeHHS M 3ePHA, HO 3TOro ObLIO Majdo AJs 3HMbl. Mx
1alaTKd NPOBAAH U BMECTe ¢ HHMM MHOTME BEIlM, KOTOPHLIMH OHM
nopoxuau. EnuHcTBERHOE, YTO OHH ellle UMENH, 9TO MSCO, 32XBa-
YeHHOE Y MYPTY H 3ak/JioyeHHoe B KoHTelHepHl. lpaBaa, BKyc ero
HAKOMY He HpaBWIcs. Ho BM. MOXHO GBLIO NOAAEpPIKUBATL KH3HB,
H €ro He BHI§pACHIBAJIH.

Xepusnax cMOTPEN H TEPIENIHBO KAaM, MOKa OHH OXOTH/IHCh H eqH
BCe, YTO TOJAbKO XOoTehH, JKeHIUWHL BHIAENRIBANH LIKYPH OJieHEH,
KOTJa MX HabepeTcss AOCTATOUHO, 4yTeGHl cieaTh H3 HHUX TaXaTKH,
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MacTofOHTHl 1ACAHCH HA AYrax, H OT 3TOTO CHOBA CTaAH NIaAKHMH.
Xepunak xpan. Kaxayio Hous OH cMoTpea na Hebo, rae JyHa TO
CTAHOBMJIACh NMOJHOHA, TO BHOBb yOHBaJa, H BOT OAHaXJH, KOraa
OHA Hcye3sa B ouepefHoll pas, OH HANONHUA KaMEHHYI0 TPYOKY
KOPOHM H c03BaJl BCeX OXOTHHUKOB K CBOEMY KOCTDY.

INocne Toro Kax Bce NMOKYPHAW, OH pacckasal MM, O 4yeM AyMaJ
BCe BpeMsl IOC/e BO3BPAINEHH B CTAPHIl Jarepb.

-~ 3nma npubnuxkaercs. Ham nenbsst ocraBaTbes 3zech H BCTpe-
YyaTh ee, MH JAOJXKHEI YATH TYAa, [Ae XOPOINas OXOTa H HeT MYPTY.
S mpeanarap nepeceyb BHCOKHME rOpPbl M NOATH 0 3€AE€HHX XOJ-
MOB 3a HuMH. Ecau MHB BHHAeM cefiuac, IoOKa ellle He KOHYHJIOChH
JeTo, MW cMOXeM npofitk uepe3 nepeBaan. MyHaH roBOpHJ, UYTO
OHH NPOXOAMMEI TOJBKO B 5TO BpeMs. ¥ Hac He Gyaer 3460T ¢ nH-
e, NOTOMY 4TO MBI CMOMKEM €CTb MSCO, B3TOC Y MYPry, H NpUieM
K 3eJeHHM XOJMawm JI0 HacTylJleHus 3HMBL §1 Aymalo, cefiuac ca-
MOe BpeMs I'PYSHTb BOJOKYUIH H OTIPABASTECH B NYTb.

Hukomy #e xorenoch yxonauTb oTciofpa. Ho nM ofMH He Hamea no-
CTAaTOUHHIX ApPryMEeHTCB IIPOTHB pelleHHs XepHaaka., Bubop Own
HeBeJHK: JbJEl HIH MYpIY.

YTpoM BOJOKYIIH GBIIM cOGpaHH ¥ CTapbieé MOCTPOMKH NOYHHEHH
HOBOM KoXel. MajleHbkne MaNbUHKXM Pa3BOPAYHBAJAH KOMKH MeEXa,
M3BEPrHYTHE COBAaMH, H IO KOCTAM, KOTOphe ObIH B HHX, Ppaken
npouea Syzyluee.

— He ceroansi, HO 3aBTpa,— C¢Kasaa OH.— MK BHXOAWM Ha pac-
cBeTe, NO3TOMY, KOrAa CONHIE BWIASHET H3-32 XOJMOB H 3acHfer
Ha Hefe, OHO HE YBHAMT 3/(€Cb HHKOr0. Mbl JOMKEN YXONHTh.

B Ty noub, nocse Toro xak oHM nNoenu, Keppuk cupen y orHs, cBa-
3HBAsl TPaBHHKAMH [AJHHHNE IMOL C ATOAHEIX KYCTOB. 3anachl
JPOTHKOB AAS XECOTCAHOB 3HAUMTENbHO YMEHBUIAAHCH, a 3Jech
He OHJIO JepeBbeB, Ha KOTOPHX OHH pocaHd. Brpouem, oHH H He
TpeboBasiHch. Xe€coTcaH MOT BRICTPEAHTH JMIOGYI0 LIENKYy TOro Ke
paamepa. KeppyK saTsirkBaJ y3ea, KOria MUMO Hero npotuwia Ap-
MYH H NOAGPOCHI2 OCTaTKH APOB B OrOHb, 4 3aTEM NIPHHAJNACH YBS-
3HBATH CBOE UMYINECTBO B y3ea. Ona zenana 31o monua, u Kepprx
BAPYr 3aMETHJ, YTO OHa BePHYJach K CBOEH CTapoH MPHBLIYKE 3a-
KPHIBATh JIHILQ BONOCAMH. '
Korna ApMyH nopouna 61uxe, OH B3fJ €€ 32 PYKH H IPHBIEK
K cefe, HO OHA OTBepHyJach OT Hero, OH B3fJ ee 32 MOABGOPOLOK
B 3arJIsTHYJ B JIHIO: B I1a3aX APMYH CTOSUIH CJ1€3bl,

— ¥V T1ebs uqro-TO GOAMUT? — ywacTAMBO Crpocdn oOH.— B ueM
aeno?

OHa nokauajia roJoBoR U NPOXCAXKAJA MOJYaTb, HO OH Obul BCTpE-
BOXKEH W 3acTaBHR ee rOBOPHTb., B KOHNE KOHLOB, OTBEPHYBIIHCH
OT Hero, 3aKpHBas JULO BOJOCAMH, OHa NPOLILNTANA:

— ¥ Bac 6yzer peGeHox. Becnoi...

Ot BosbyxjeHnst Keppux 3aGbul o ee cJaesax, NpuBiAeK ApMyH
K cebe U rpoMro 3acMmesica. OH 3HaJ Tenepn O ATAX, BHASNA HX
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POXJEHHE ¥ TOPAOCTb POAMTENEH, U HAKAK HE MOT MOHSITh, MOYEMY
OHa MJayeT, BMECTO TOrO 4TOOHI PaXOBATHCS.

— Peberok Gyner ZeBOUKO, M AHLO ee¢ OyAeT IOXOKEe HA MOe, -—
CKasalla OHa, Kacasich CBoell pa3iBocHHOM Iry6H,

— 3ro fyner XOpPoUIo, Belb TH HPeKpacHa.

Ona canabo yawOHYIaCh ¥ OTBETHJAA:

— Tonvko ans Tebsa. Korma s 6ba mManeHbKOH, Bce YKa3HBaju
Ha ‘MeHf H CMeSTHCh, H f HHKOTHa He Oblla CYacT/iHBa, KaK APY-
THe AeTH.

— Ho Tenepe Hax ToGoM EHKTO HE CMEETCH.

— 3t0 notoMy, uro TH 3neck. Ho metH 6yAyT cMenaThcs Hal Ha-
el JoYepLIo. :

— He Byayr. BmecTo nouepn MoxeT GBHITb CHIH, U OH MOXKeET ORITh
NoX0X Ha MeHd. ¥ TBoel MaTepu ujH oTha ryfa Obla TAaKOH Xe,
KaK y Te6s?

— Her.

— Toraa noueMy 3TO AOJIKHO TNOBTOPHUTECA Y Hawlero peGeHKa?
3HauHT, TH OMIHA MMeEEWb 3TO, ¥ S CYACTAKB, YTO ¥ MEHS KeHIRMHA
¢ TakuMm junoM. Tebe HezayeM TJIaKaTk.

— 51 ne 6yay.— Ona BHTepsa che3n. — § Gosbuie He Oyay Oec-
IIOKOHTH TGS CBOHMH cJe3aMH, T AOJNXKeH OHTE CHALHBIM H Kpen-
KHM, KOTJ2a 3aBTpa MBI OTIPaBHMCs B ropel. Ha Toi#t cTopoHe aeit-
CTBHTEALHO OyJAeT Xopomast OXoTa?

— Koneuno. MyHan rosopust 06 3TOM, a OH TaM ObLI.

— A 6yayT TaM... Mypry? Mypry co ¢MePTOHOCHHIMHE TaNKaMHu?

— Her. Mu octaBuM HX 3jech W y#AeM TyAa, TAe OHH HHKOTAa
He NOABATCH.

OH He 3aHKHYACA O CBOHX TAXKeNBX MbCAAX. Baiinte 6maa xusa,
a o¥a HHYero He 3alyner W He YCIOKOUTCH A0 TeX Nop, NoKa Bce
TaHy He 6yAyT MepTBH.

OHH MOTyT yHTH, HO Tak e, KaK HOub CAEAYeT 33 JHEM, OHA IO-
clieAyeT 3a HHMH,

. 18

Ha naTtuft AeHb MeCTHOCTb HawalJa NOAHHMATLCH, JaNafHHR Be-
Tep cTall XOJO0AHBIM H cyxuM. OxoTHHKH Xap-XaBoJsl HIOXaAH BO3-
IyX H PajOCTHO CMefAAUCh, BeAb OHH XOPOIIO 3HAJMH 3Ty YacCTb MHU-
pa. OHu B03GYK/AeHHO NEPeroBapHBAJHCh Mexnay cofoil, yKasmBas
Ha 3HAKOMHE OPUEHTHDH, H TOPOMHJHCH BIEpPEeX, MOATOHAA MELMEH-
HO TAWHBLIHXCH MACTOJOHTOB. XepHpakK He pasieNsyi uX pano-
CTH, IOTOMY 4YTO MOHHMaJ, YTO OXOTa 3AeCb IJIoxas. Heckoabko
pa3 OH BHIEJ, UYTO 53TOR AOPOTOH NMPOXOAHJAH APYIHe TaHy, a OA-
HaXXAH HaWles OCTATKH KOCTpPA C elle TemaHM nengowm, Ilpasaa, ca-
MHX OXOTHMKOB OH HH pasy He BHJen: BHAUMO, OHH usferanu upH-
GnuxaTees K 3TOH GOJBIION H XOPOWO BOOPYKEHHOH caMMan,
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Jopora, KoTopoll OHH LIJIH, YXOAHJA BCce Aajbllie H Jahblle B XOJ-
MH, KaM/JBH H3 KOTOPBIX GBI BHIIIE MpEeablAYero.

Onmsaxawl yrpom Xap-XaBosa palocTHO 3aKpuuaj ¥ YKasana Ty-
Ja, TAe TOZHHMAOWUIeecsl COJHIE Kacaloch BBICOKUX GemblX NTHKOB.
310 OBUIH rOph, KOTOpBIE HM MPEACTOSIO [Tepeceys,

[Mefisaxk NOCTENEHHO MEHAJNCH. AePeBbeB CTANO MEHbIE H GOJb-
WIKHCTBO N3 HHEX OHIJIH BEYHO3EJEHBIMH.

QOaHaxabl Ha CKJIOHE rOPbl Haj HUMH MOABHAUCE Gesbie poraThie
JKUBOTHBElE, TpHrasmue no xamuam. OJHO H3 HHX OCTAHOBHJIOCH
y Kpas, H TyT XKe crpesa, BHOYyileHHass Xepuiakom, c6pocHia cy-
wecTBO BHH3. Ero mex Obn KypuaBHM K MSATKHUM, 4 MSICO, MOAMKA-
pEHHOe TeM K€ BeuepoM, BOCXMTUTENbHO KUDHHM. Xap-Xamoda
06J1M323J1 CO CBOUX ITAJBLUEB KHP H YROBACTBOPEHHO XMBIKHY.I.

— Jo cux nop g TOJABKO OOUH pas en MsICo ropHoro koaaa. Hx
oueHb TSXKeNo AOOLITE — OHHM KHBYT BHICOKO B ropax. Kcrarm, re-
Iepb HaM HYXXHO MOAYMAaTk O KOpMe M5 MAacTOAQHTOB M JAPOBax
AJIs1 HAIlIHX KOCTPOB,

— A 3710 3aueM? — cnpocha Xepuaak.

— Mu naem Beime, CKOpo He OyAer AepeBbes, U jaxe TpaBa CTa-
HEeT 4axJoM H CKYAHOH.

— 3HauuT, HAM HYKHO B3ATb BCE HEOGXOARMOE,— CKasaJ XepH-
snaK. Be3 manaTox BOJOKYIUH HarpyMeHbol Jerko. Mbel CJ0XKHM Ha
HHX OpeBHAa, a AAS XHMBOTHHIX -BO3bMEM MOJOILIE NODETH € JIHCThi-
MH. A Rak TaM ¢ BOAOH?

— Ee Het, HO 3TO HeBa>KHO, MK MOXKEM PACTAIIHBATH CHEr.

XoT# AuH OBUVIH eillle TEMVILIMH, MO YTpaMm Havyajuch 3aMOPO3KH, H
MAacTOAOHTH HEAOBOABLHO peBeiH, BbibIXxass ofnsauka napa, Mruo-
FHM He HPABMAOCH 3h€Chb, NOTOMY YTO CTaJjC TPpYIHEE AHINATDH, HO
Keppux panosazicsi Bcemy, uyto OBLTO jnnsi Hero HoBuM, [Ipospau-
HOCTb BO3JAyXa AOCTABJAJA €My YAOBOJABCTBHE, TAK K€ KakK H TH-
HHa2 rop. Bce 370 340pOBO OTAHYANOCH OT BAZXKHON Xapu, ¥ Ha-
AO0eJJIUBBIX HACCKOMBIX tOra. ¥ HiJaH §uau 60J0Ta U HECKOHCUHOEe
JleTo, UTG BIOJIHE TOAXOAMJIO AJaf HHX, Himannl counu 6L KH3UL
3/leCb HCBO3MOXKHOH. 3fech 0BT He MX MUP, Tak mouyeMmy OB HM He
OCTaBHTb €ro TaHy?

Xota KeppHK TO u geno norAsiAsBan Ha wHefo, oH He BHAeN 60Jb-
ni¢ penTOPOB HJAM APYTHX NTHL, KOTOpBle MOIMIH Obl cleRuTb 3a
HX TlepeABUXKERHSIMH. BosmoxHo, uitnanel GoJbille He TNpecaeno-
BaJIM MX, H JIIOAH HaKOHEL-TO U3GAaBHIHCH OT CBOHX BPAros.
Tpomen eie ogull HeMerkHi AcHL, TMPeXAC YCM OHH HAKOHCL 1O-
CTHIJIM nepeBasia. Bce ouelib yCTaAH B ¢ TPYAOM NEPCABUTANH HOTH.
Korpga cremueno, camMmaj ObLIH elllg HAa CKJIOHe, M MM IPHILIOCH
NPOBECTH TaM eCCOHHYK HOYb PSAIOM C KHBOTHBIMH, KOTOpLIE NO
BpeMeHaM peBesJH oT xogaona, He uMes BO3MOXHOCTH pasBeCcTH
OrOHb, JIOAH KYTaJHChb B MEXOBHE UIKYPH H APOXKAJAH A0 paccse-
Ta. C NepBHMH JyuaMH COJIHHA OHH ABHHYJHCH AaJbllle, 3Haf, 4YTO
ecJU He CHeN2l0T 3TOro, TO PHCKYIOT 3aMmep3HyTh. Korja onu me-
peBaJMHNK 4epe3 rpefeHb’ H CTANH COYCKAThCH, OKA3aJ0Ch, UTO 3TO
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Tpyasee, ueM HWATH BBepx. Ho oHu 1e ocranapamsanauck. [lhma
KOHYBJ2Ch, H MACTOAOHTR HABepHAKA He NepexuaH OB elle oJHY
nous Ka crery. CaMMaj WITH CKBO3b 06,aKa H K NOAYAHIO JOCTHT-
JH KaMeHHOH ochind. MATH no Helt 6blJ0 enie TPpyAHEe, UeM MO
cHery. ¥Yike Beuepesno, KOTAa OHH BHHUAU ¥3 06/12KOB H NOYYBCTBO-
BaJH HAa CBOMX JHIlaX TEMIO 3aXOAALUEro codHua. Hanexo BRH3Y
BHAHENTHUCH 3e/eHble JONHHEL

Crano TeMHO, HO JIOA¥ OCTAHOBHJHCH TOJBKO L1 TOro, YTOOH
3axeus akeds, B ux MepuaioomeM cBere yTOMIEHHbie caMman
ABunyauch aansme. OHY UM A0 TeX Mop, IIOKa He MOYYBRCTBOBAJH,
YTo 110YBa MOJ HOTAMH cTajia Msrue, JIIOAH NOHSJIH, YTO TAMKEI0e
HCILITAHKE KOHUMJOCh. Bee ycrano moBanaunues Ha 3emai. Macro-
IOHTE IQMTMan¥ TpaBy. B Ty HOUB JAamke KOHCEPBHPOBAHHOE MACO
MYpPry NOKa3al0ch BCEM AOBOJBHO NPHIHYHBIM.

Xyamee 6o mo3aad, OveHn CKOPO CaMMaj BHOBb OKa3alHCh
cpejll AepeBbEB, A€ MAaCTOLOHTHl KaiHO HABPOCHINCL Ha 3eqe-
Hete muctos. OXoTHHRK® OBJAH CYACTIAHBBL. B TOT deHb OHH HAIUIH
CBEXXMH NMOMET GPHBIX KO3JOB H MOKJISJIUCh, YTO CKOPO y HHX Oyiler
cBexee MAcO. Ho K03JAB OBJIH CAKIIKOM OCTOPOXKIIBI H HCUE3ATIH
A0 TOTO, KAK OXOTHHKH MOIVIH NPHGAN3UTHCA K HUM Ha paccTofaye
BuicTpena K3 Jyxa, Ha caenyiomu# AeHb OXOTHHKH BbICJACAUJH
cTago HeGonbIMX OJeHell H yOHIH ABYX, NMpeXae ueM ocTalbHbie
yapaan. BupoueM, 3aech ObLIH He TOJIbKO OJIEHH, COCHOBHIE UIMLIKH
31eCb OKA3aJTHCh €O CAAAKHMH APaMHU.

Bekope pyuedi, 10 XOTOPOMY OHHK IUAH, 3aKOBYMJICH HEGOJBIIAM BO-
AoemMOM, Ha Oeperax KoTOporo OHl10 MHOXKECTBO CHEJOB pasJui-
HBIX XHBOTHBIX, Buixoma BojoeM He HMex, BHAHMO, BOJAA YXOAHAA
H3 Hero NoJ 3eMJI0.

— 3mecr MBI H OCTAHOBHMCS,~— CKasan Xepuaax. — 3j1ech ecTh
BOJ4, MACTOMINZ JJIf JKUBOTHHEIX K XODOIIAfs OXOTAa, €CcJH MBI mpa-
BHJABHO yHTaeMm caeanl. CaMmajl pacnofoxarcss Ha 5TOM MecTe, H
OXOTHHKH OYAYyT NPUHOCHTL CBewee maAcn. Kpome Toro, 3fech ecTh
Aroasl, cvegobusle rpube n KOpEH, Ham He npuaercs rosogats.
A wmul ¢ MyHaHoM, KoTOpHI OblBan 3Jech M paHblue, IOCMOTDHM,
UTO JIEXKHT Brepeld. KeppHK NOHAET ¢ HaMH,

— Jlanbile BOAB CTaHeT MeHbIle, a B NYCTHIHe oHa BooGlle HCues-
Het,— cka3anq Myuad. — Ham nprAerca BecTd BOAY B LIKYpPax.

— Tax mMbI H caenaeM,— corxacuics Xepuiaak.

IlepeMerrl HAuaNUCh CPAY Me, KaK TONbKO TPO€ OXOTHHKOB Chy-
CTHAHCE ¢ X0aMOoB. Uem 6/KKe NOAXOAHNH OHH K NHPEATOPbAM, TEM
Menplle CTAHOBHJOCH TPaBB, H CKODO OHH yiKe WJH M0 KaMHIM
H KyuaMm Tecka. PacTenns Teneps ionajganuch peaxo, GbUIH KOJIIO-
YHMH H Kazanuch GezxH3HeHHHIMH., Bozayx cpenajcsd CYXHEM U
HeNoABHKHBIM,

— ¥ Hac OuWa OonrHit M TPYAHHH JeHb,— CKalal XepHIaK.—
OcraHoBuMcA 3fech. DTO H €CTh NYCTHIHSA, O KOTOPOH TH IQBO-
pHa?

MyHan KHBHYy.A.
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-— OHa BCS NOX0XK2 HA 3TO MECTO, XOTH TAe-TO MOMKeT 6LITh M10-
Boaklle necka, a rAe-to KamHel, 3zech HeT BOAH M HHYEro He
pacTer, KpoMe 3THX KOJ0Yex.

— ¥YTpoMm Mul mnokfifeMm fAaibite, Y OVCTHIHH JOMKeH OHTh KO-
Hell. .

IMycroina 6mna ropsadvedf, cyXoft H, BONpEKH YTBEPXKACHHIO Xepuna-
Ka, Ka3ajacek GeckonegHoH, UeThipe AHSI OHU HWIM OT paccBeTa A0
3aKaTa, OTAbIXas B Te 4aChl, KOTAa CTAHOBHJIOCH CAHLIKOM XKAapKo.
‘Ha 3akarte Xepuiax ocTaHoBHJICH Ha HeBOJBIIOH BO3BLIIIEHHOCTH,
IPUKPH 11434 PyKOH H [IOCMOTPen Ha 3anafj,

— To xe camoe,— ckazan oH.— Hu X0JMOB HAM IOp ¥ HHUEro 3e-
JieHoro, ToJBKO NyCcTRIHA.

Kepprk KOCHYJICS MIKYPH ¢ BOJOH.

— 3Jta-— nocaeanss.

— 3Ha10. YTPOM MBI BO3BPAILAEMCH.

— A uto MBI 6yreM neraTh, KOrga sepreMca? — cnpocus Keppuk,
noAOpacHBasA B KOCTEP CyXHE KOJIOUKH,

— Hyxno noaymars. Ecln oxora 6yaer Xopomel, BO3ZMOXHO, Mbl
ocraHeMcs 3nech. [locMoTpum,

Houew Keppux Guur pazbyxer BHE3ANHEIM OJH3KHM KPHKOM COBBL.
dto Gblra nrcero aHwb coBa. OHH }KHByT 3JeCb, B NVCTHIHE, ITH-
Tagch silEepunaMy. Beero Auuns cosa..

Wifinarel MOTyT 3HaTh, 4TO OHM 3J€Chb, HO HE CMO{‘yT I(pecAesoBaTh
HX 4epe3 NMOKPHIThIe CHETOM I'ODHBIE liepeBabl.

B Ty xe HoYp emy npHcHuacsa Anbnecak. OH cHoBa Oblil OJHH
cCpeAn cyeTsamuxcss Gapru, H Ha APYrOM KOHIE TOBOAKA HAXOMAH-
aace Unneny.,

Koraa na paccsere KeppHK npocuylics, nacTpoesue ero Guuio Ts-
xenbiM, Kax Hu y6exnan oH ce6s, 9T0 3TO BCEro AHIUbL COH, NMpex-
YYBCTBHE HECYACThS He MOKMIAJO €ro, Korfa oHH IWAH Hasai.
Beuepom, moAHABUIHCH Ra NOC/AeqHHA TpebeHb, OHH HAKOHEL YBH-
Aenn Bogy. Ilyte ux mponeran uyepes rycroit mepenecok. Hopory
npox/AanbiBas Xepunax. 3aMeTHR, UTO OTOPBAACH OT OCTAJbHHIX,
OH OCTAHOBHJICH.

EnBa oH chmemas 3TO, KaK MEMO HEro mMpocBHCTeNa cTpena. Xepu-
JA4K MTHOBeHHO OpocHJCA Ha 3eMJI0, NpeAyNmpexaas OCTaJbHHIX
¥puxoM. Jlexka 3a AepeBoM, OH BHITAUIMM CTPENY H3 KOJYaHA H
HaJOXKHUJ ee Ha TeTHBY. BApyr cBepxy pasgalcs ronoc:

— Xepunax, 510 Th?

— A TH KTO?

— Copan.

— Ure TH 3/1€Ch Aeaaeln?
— Crolo Ha nocty. B Jaecy onacho,

XepHiak OCTODOXKHO OCMOTpenCs, Ho HHuero He 3ameraa. Kakas
OnacHOCTh Moxer OuhTh 37ech? Ho xpuuarts, eme pas Bce-taxi He
cran. Cpeau pnepeBbeB nosBHAcCA Keppuk. XepHNak caenall eMy
3H2K HATH MHMO, JepKachb TOTO 3Ke Hanpasaenus. Koraa mnpouwen
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n MynaH, oH NoCJefOBaj 3a HUMH, coOMIONas THIIMHY H IepXKach
Ha HEKOTOPOM DacCTOSIHHH,

CopaH KIAAN HX, YKPHBIUHCL 32 6oapluum BaayHoM. On Obl1 He
OAMH: APYTHE OXOTHHKM NPATaNHCh Mobausoctd. Copaum fosen ny-
TEIIeCTBEHHUKOB B Jareps.

— ITpocture, uto crpensn B Bac. 5 mpuHsn Bac 3a Apyrux. Oru
Hanaj¥ Ha Hac yTpoM, cpasy nociie paccBeTa. OXOTEHKH, CTOSBIIHE
Ha CTpaxe, OBIE yOuTH, HO YCNeNMH NPeAyNpeiHTb OCTaJbHHX.
Tlpyureasisl y6uAY OAHOTO MAacTOROHTA, BEPOSTHO PaiH MsACA, HO
MBl OTOrHajJM MX paHblle, YeM OHH CMOTJIH 4TO-THOO CAeAaThb
¢ HHM.

— K710 onu?

— He rany.

— Mypry! — B ronoce Kepprka 3Byuan yxac, Korfa OH HPOH3HeC
210 ¢noBo. — He 3xecs, TONBKO He 376ch!

— He Mypry, Ho H He TaHy. Mul yOHJIH OZHOrO H3 HHX, BHl MOXeTe
TOCMOTPETh Ha Hero. ¥ HEX €CTb KONbfA, HO HeT JykoB., CTousio HaM
MTYCTHTh HECKOJILKO CTPe], KaK OHH TYT e GPOCHIHCH HAYTeK.
Copay OCTaHOBHJICS B YKa3aJ Ha MePTBO€ Telo.

Voutefi nexkan aunmoM BEu3. Ha cnune y Hero Omaa kpoBaBasi
paua. Koxa meprBena OblIa TeMHee, 4eM y TaHy, BOJAOCH — AJIHH-
Hble H Yephble. XepUJIaK NepeBepHyJ ero.

— OXOTHHK, TOJBKO C APYTHM IBETOM BOJOC U KOKH.

TMopoweamuit MyHar nocMoTpea Ha TPYN H ¢ OTBpallleHHeM ILIIO-
HyJ1.

— XapmaH,— cxazan oH.— Koraa s 6bln1 ManeHbKUM, MEHT Tyra-
JIH YePHHIMH JNIOABME H3-33 rOp, KOTOpHle DPHXOJST B TEMHOTE,
kpauyT # ensr gerefi. Mx nasweanu xapranamu. Oguu BepuJH
B 3TH MCTOPHH, APYLHE CMESIUCS,

— Ceiluac Ml 3HaeM, uTo 3T0 npasjaa,— ckasan Copan. — Ho ects
H ele koe:uro. Barnanure Ha 3TO.

OH nojABea X k TeMHOR Tyiue, JexaBnlell mox AepeBbsiMU. XepH-
JIaK B3TJIIHYJ Ha Hee H YAHBJIEHHO BOCKJIHKHYJ:

— Jnaurro3y6uit! OOHHE U3 caMBIX KPYNHBIX, KAKHX 5 BUAEN.
JnuHeO3yOHIH GHI OrpOMEH, B NOJTOpPa pasa Ooablle, 4eM 4eno-
BCK., B MOMEHT CMepTH NACThb CYIIeCTBA OTKpHJach, H J8a JJIHH-
HBIX 3y6a TOpYa/H BIEPe/l: OCTPhie, OTPOMHEIE, CMEPTOHOCHHE,

— On npumten ¢ TeMHBIMH TaHy, [Ipuuem oK GblI He €AHHCTBEH-
Hbift, Ony HNIM ¢ DEMM, KAK MAacTOJOHTH ¢ HaMH, M aTaKOBaji,
KOrja Te HM NPHKAa3LBaJH. :

— 310 0NacHO: BOOPYMKEHHHE TaHy M LAHHHO3yOble. OTKyAa OHH
NPHUIIH? — CRPOCHA HaXMYPHUBLIHHCA XepHIaK.

— C ceBepa. 1 yumnu tyna xe.

Xepunak BarJsiEyJ Ha ceBepP U MOKauas roJoBofl.

- 3HauAT, W 3TOT NyThb AJS HAC 3aKpHT. Mbl He 3HAEM, HACKOJb-
KO MHOPOYHCJ/IEHHEI 3TH TEeMHLIE TAHY M CKOJBKO AJIHHHO3YOHX HAET
¢ HAMH. Mu He 6yZeM cpaxXarsCs ¢ HHUMH. ¥ Hac OCT4eTcsl TOABKO
OJKH NYTb.
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-— Ha ror,— ckasan Keppuk.— Ha rwor, uepes stu xonmut. Ho Ttam
MOTYT ObITb MYpPCY.

— OHH MOryT ObiTb A€ YrOAHO,— OTBeTHJ XepHJaaK, H JHIO ero
OKaMeHeno. — 3T0 He HMeeT 3HAYeRHs — MH AOJKHHEI Hath. [Ty-
CTHIHA [OJXKH2 HMeTb KoHel, MBl yXoAmWM 3aBTPa, Ha paccBeTe.
A cefivac gaiiTe HaM RanHTBCS,

19

Haxe pebGeHoK MOr NpPOYeCTb CJ€AH, OCTABJAEHHbIE NPOIIEALIHMH
caMMaj, HACTOJbKO $ICHO OHH OTedaTalHCb Ha MACKOH TJIuHe.
I'ny6okne koned, npope3aHHble NONO3bAMH BOJOKYLI, . OTPOMHBIE
cneabl MacTOAOHTOR, KyYH HaBo3a. XepHaak jaKke He TbTajcs
CKPBITh 3TH CJAEAH, HO OXOTHMKH MOCTOSIHHO ObIIM HAroTOBE, XOTS
HEKOTOpble H3 HHX I0Jarald, YT0 3TO HIJAHUIHAA TPel0CTOpONK-
HoCTh. JIpOXOAMAM AHM, H He GBIJIO OCHOBAHHI CUHTATh, YTO TEM-
HElE TaNy H HX AAHHHO3YGLIE KOMIIaHbOHH WAYT cienoM. Ho, ie-
CMOTPSl Ha 370, XepHJaak Tpebosaj, 4Tofbl 0Xpana 6bija HAro-
TOBE B J1000€ BpeMa JHS H HOYH.

Iockonpky BCe NONWBH BENW BHE3 ¢ BBICOKHX rop, HCU€3asi Ba Cy-
Xo¥ paBHHHE, CAMMajA TOXe CHYCTHAHCL Tyjaa. Bmecto Toro utobni
HATH uepe3 TpeGHH rop, OHM LIMH ceByac BAOAb Kpash HYCTHIHM.
OXOTHUKM YXORWJH Bitepei, OCMATPWBAN AOJMHH B MOHCKAX BOMHL
Korga mo BeuepaM caMMaj OCTAHABJIWBAJHCh H Pa3GHBANIH Jareph,
MacTOJOHTCOB OTROJHJAH B HOMHHY, HANOHTL H HaKOPMHUTh,

Mapm npoaoaxkanca. B npearopbax M Ha paBHHHe oXoTa OblIa
nioxoit, Ilopocirue TpaBOHl MOAHOXKHUA CKJIOHOB MOCTENEHHO Ipe-
BpallaJuch B NYCTHHIO, TIEpeceKaeMyl CYXHMH DYCJaMH pyubes,
Ho Boamt Tam "e 6vit0, 3HAYHT, He OBNO H XH3HH., JIIOAH MOrau
TOJIbKO MATH JAJIblIe. :

JlyHa aBaxAb BLIpacTaja B HCUe3aJa, MpeXje YeM OHH JOCTHINH
pekn. Bona crekana ¢ BbICOKHX rop, TeueHHe ee ObIO GBICTPHIM,
a pyeno oueHn ray6okuM. OHYM OCTAHOBHAMCH Y Kpas, TJIAAA BHH3
Ha Boay, OypJasiluylo cpeasu KaMHeH..

— 3/ech MBI He CMOXeM nepefiTH peKy,— ckasaJ KeppHK.
Xepunax KMBHYJ ¥ B3TJISTHYJ NO TEYEHUIO BHU3,

— PasymHee GyneT He MepexoIuTh peKy, a MOHTH BAOJL ee Tede-
HHs1. Tak Mbl CMOMKEM JOKTH AQ KOHUA MYCTHHM M Taw, The 0HA
KOHYNTCH, MOXeT OWTb Audb, Mbl JOJXKHM CAe1aTh 3TO, NOTOMY
YTO Y HAC KOHYaeTcsl Jame MAco, s3stoe y Mypry. Ham HyxHO
HaHTH MecTO, Tje eCThb CbheJoGHBE PACTEHHs W KHBOTHHE, Ha KO-
TOPBIX MOXKHO OXOTHTLCH.

IToMo/IYaB, OH BBICKA3al BCIAYX MBICAB, KOTOPAs MOSBAAACH V HEro
JaBHO:

— Hyxdo HaliTH 3To, npexje ueM NpHAET 3EMa.

Oun wax BaONL pekyu, fokKa He KoGpankch 10 psiaa XoaMOB. 3nechk
ObiiiH yOoOHBIE ANS MACTOAOHTOB BOJAOROH. Y HCKOTOPLIX M3 HHX
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Berpeuaauch caeanl osenet, Ho 6mac u urto-to eme. Hepsuim 06
3TOM 3aroBopHJ MyHaH. OHaXAbl BEYEpPOM OH NMOADINE] K KOCTPY
Xepunaka u KeppHKa H cel Bo3jie HHX, CTHHOH K XOnMaM.

— §1 OXOTHJCA MHOrO JeT,— CKazal Ou.— M ToJAbKO OAHaXKABI
oXOoTU/NHCh 32 MBoil. Cefiuac s pacckaxy BaM o6 5T0OM. B BhICO-
KHX XOJMaX, KOTOpHE& Bbl Ha3bIBA€TE TOPAMH, A BHICJAEKHMBAI TH-
raHTCKOTO oJieHs. 3T0 ObI0 PaHHUM YTPOM, H ciel OB coBceM
cBexuM, §I mrea THXO H BAPYr II0YYBCTBOBAJ, YTO YTO-TO HE Tak.
Bckope § DOHSJ, MTO 3TO TakKoe: KTO-TO MpecjefoBal MeHs, H
yyscTBOBas Ha cefe ero Baragi. [JoHsB 3To, A Pe3KO MNPLILHYA
B cTopody u noBepuy’cs, OH 6ua Ha rpe6He HajO MHOK — IIHH-
Ho3yOuii. IlpaBaa, elle CAMIIKOM najieko, YToGbl NPHTHYTb. Bu-
AMMO, OH IIPEC/IEN0BAJ MEHs ¢ TeX NOP, Kak 5 BHICJeXKHBaJA OJIEHS.
OH B3rASIHYJT MHE B MJIasa ¥ TYT 2e CKPBUICH.

XepHaaK KHBHYJ, CONIAIIASCE.

— JKusoTHble 3HAWT, Koraa 3a HEMH Habaopar. OaHaxian s
CACAME 33 HECKOMLKHMH IJHAHO3YOBLIMH, H OHH TNOBEPHYAHCH, NO-
YyBCTBOBAB MOH B3rAsd. OXOTHHK TOMXKE MOXKeT IOYyBCTBOBAaTb
3TO.

— Taxk BoT,— THX0 cKaszan MyHaH, Bopolla YIJH KocTpa,— celi-
yac 3a HaMu caexar. He nmoeopaumsafiTech, a caenaifite BHA, UTO
coBupaere ApoBa, H NPH 3TOM B3MJIAHHTE HA XOJAM 3a MoOe# chH-
nofi, Tam ecTb KTO-TO CJAeAALIWH 32 HaMH, 1 B 9TOM YBEpen.
— Cpena# 310, Keppuk,— ckasan Xepuaak,—y Tels riasa Jayd-
e MOHX.

Keppux MeaNeHHO MOAHAACA, CHedall HECKOJbKO IIAroB K BepHY.I-
Csl C CYUbSAMH, KOTOpPHIE MOAGPOCHI B KOCTep.

— $1 He yBepeH,— cKasaa on.— Ha rpe6He y BepUIMHE X0JMa ecTh
KaKasi-10 TeHb 110] KaMEeM. 3T0 MOXeT OBbITh OXOTHHK,

— CerofiHs HOublo OXpaHa GyneT ycHJIeHa,— CKazal XepHaak.—
3710 HOBasA CTpaHa, H B XOJMax 31ech MOxeT OblTb BCE YTO YIoA-
Ho. [axe mypry.

OpHake HOYblo TpeBorH He Oblno. Tleped paccBeroM XepHaak pas-
6yaun Keppuka, U oHu ornpasuauck kK MyHaHy, peuIHB BOCHOJb-
30BATLCS BOGHHO# XHTpoCTblo. JIBHrasch PasHBIMH NYTSMH, THXO,
KaK TEHH, OHH NOJCUIIH K CKaAbHOMY IpefHIO ¢ PasHBIX CTOPOH,
Korzaa coanue nogHAM0Ch, OHH yke GBLIY Ha CBOHMX NO3HUHAX.
Xepusak KpUKHYJ, KaK NTHLA, U OHB HANPaBHJIHChL K KpPal, Aepxa
opyXHe HarotoBe. OAHaKo ceffyac TaM HAKOTO ne Oblao.

Keppuk yxazas KONLEM. :

— B sToM MecTe TpaBa OBHIA NPHMATA, 2 NOTOM BHIIPAMHAACD.
Kro-T0 68101 37€CH, CNEAs 32 HAMM.

— PasolizeMen 1 noumeM ciean,— cKaszan XepHaakK.

Haplen nx MyHanu.

— 3Mech OTNEYATOK HOTH.
OHH CKJIOHHNMCH, pasrasiibiBas ero, He 6bIIO HHEKAKHX COMHeHHH
OTHOCHT@JbLHO CYIHECTBA, OCTABHBLIErO €ro.
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-— Tany,—cxkasan Xepunak, raaas sa cesep, — Heyxenti temunie
T2aHY NOCJENOBANH 332 HAMH CI0aa?

— Bpsan na,— Bospaznn Keppux. — UrtobH cpenath 370, UM Hpu-
WwAoch O6bl 060HTH Hac O xXoAmaM H 3aiiTh Bnepea. Her, noxanayh,
3TO OTIEYATOK APYTUX TaHy. S yBEpeH B 3TOM,

— Tany nosans, Tany BnepeaH,— Haxmyphacs Xepuiaak. — He npu-
Aercd JA HaMm cpaxartbcg, 4YTOGH HMETh BO3MOXHOCTH OXO-
THThCA?

— OTH TaHy He XOTAT CPaxKeHHF, OHH TOJAbKO HabAI0AAI0T,— CKa-
3an KeppHK,— TaHy He BCerfla YOHBAWOT TaHy. DTO HaYHHAETCs
TOJIbKO TOT[AA, KOTJa TMPHXOAHT XOJOAHAs 3HMa. A cefiuac MH Ha-
XOAHMMCS RaleKo Ha Kre, TAe 3HMH He Takde NJCXHe.

— Uro xKe HaM pesarh? — cnpocua Myusas,

— CaenuTe 3a HEMH CaMHM M TOUKTATBCA JOTOBOPUTHCS,— OTBE-
a1 Keppak. — Moxert, oHu GoaTca mac,

— A s 6010Ch HX,— cKazal MyuaH,— 6010Ch KONbA B CIHHY.

— 3nayuT, MB GoMMca ApYr Apyra,— 3akawuma Keppuk. — JIo Tex
0P, NOKAa MBI WAEM BCe BMECTe, CO MHOXKECTBOM KONHH M JYKOB,
3TH HOBHIE€ TaHy OyAyT COHIIKOM 608TbCA HAC, YTOGH NOAONTH
nobanxke, Ecin 1 nOALY OAMH, 83ABUIH ¢ .COG0H TOABKO KOUBE, BO3-
MOJXHO, 51 BCTPEYYCh ¢ HUMH.

— 3710 oNnacHo,— cKa3aa XepHaak.

— Bes xuanb onacHa. 34ech ecTe TaHy, H BH BuAENH HX CJelbl
Ecan HaM He yaacTca ycTaHOBHTh ¢ HHMH MUPHbIE OTHOWICHHSA, HAM
~ ocTaHercsl ToJAbKO OAHO. Thl Xouews 3Toro?

— Her,—orBetun Xepniaak,—cMepTeft # Tak xBaraer. Cerofus
Mbl OCTaHeMcs B 3TOM Jarepe. Ilafi MHe CBOH CTPeARl M JYK, He
34XOAH CJHIUKOM AaJeko B XOAMBL. EcJu g0 NOJYAHA HUYEro He
npousofifer, Bo3ppamalica. To Bce nOHAN?

Keppuk KHBHYJ H MoJYa OTAAJ CBOE OpyXue, 3aTeM NOJOXKAAI,
NIOKa JBOE OXOTHHKOB BEPHYTCA B Jlarepb TEM NyTeM, KOTODHM HPH-
LY, ¥ MeJJeHHO NOILeJ MO CKIOHY.

Bokpyr OBn kameHbL ® TRepAas NOYBa, NO3TOMY, KTOo Obi HM ocTa-
BHJI NEPBHH cjea, oGHApyXHuTh ero Obla0 Heaerxo. Keppuk zomen
Ao caefyiomero rpefHsS K OCTAHOBHJCH, OrJIRHYBWMChH Hasal, Ha
nanaTKH, KOTOpHe OnaM ceHuac Aajseko Buuay. Iloxaayi, 3aech
6ul10 xopoluee MecTo s oxugaHuda. OHO GLIJIO OTKPEITO CO, BeeX
CTOPOH, H HHKTQ He cMor Obl moAofpaTecsl K HEMY He3aMeYeHHBIM.
K ToMy xe B cnyuae GerctBa myrth Obuyl fceH. KeppHK ces JHIOM
K JOJHMEe, H, JIOCTYKHBAs KONbeM, CTaJ XKAATh, '

Xoampl OBIJIH THXHE, TOJBE .H JHIIEHH KaKoro-1H60 XBHIKEHHS.
Tonbko MypaBbH cyeTHaHCh B necke nepex HuM. Oun obaenHan
MepPTBOTO KYKa, KOTOpH# OHA Bo MHOre pa3 GoJbllle WX, H NHTA-
JIHCh YTalluTh ero B MypaBelinnk. KeppHK cMOTpeJa Ha MypaBbeB
H OJHOBPEMEHHO KPaeM rJjasa NoryisiabiBal 1o ¢cTOPOHAM.

Uto-TO NOLIEKOTAJNO €MY IS0 C3aAH, OH NOTEp ee, HO TaM HHYero
e OwJjo. Omyiuedne He Hcde3anNo, H Bckope Keppnk noHan: 3a
HHM CAEAUJMH.
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On MeaneHi0 BCTall H NOBEPHYJCS, B3IVIAHYR HA TPaBAHMCTHIA
CKJIOH X0JMa H CTOfBUIHe BAANH jepeBbs. Hukoro He 6wmuo. Ha
CKJIOHE POCAH H KyCTH, HO OHH OBIIH TaK PeAKH, 9TO He MOINIH
CAYXKKTh yOexmuiuieM. Ecan 3a HEUM CHAeAHNH, TO TOJNBKO H3-3a Je-
peBbeB. Keppuk cMOTpes Ea HHX H KNaJl, HO HMYEro He ABUraJoch.
Ecnm npsuyuwiics nabamoparens OGourcs, 3HAYHT, HyXKEO Oparth
HHULIHATHBY B CBOH pykH. TOMBKO NOJOKHB KOnbe Ha 3eMJI0, OH
0CO3HaJ], KaK CHJBHO €ro Mafblbl CKHMaiH APeBKO. EMY He Xore-
JIOCh PAcCTaBaThesl €O CBOeH eAWHCTBeHHO# 3amuTof. Ho aTo Guio
HeoGxoauMo, urofum HabiloZaTenb — HIH HAGJAKIATENH — NOBEPHUJ,
4T0 OH NPHILNEN C MHPOM,

KeppHk HepemHTeNbHO CAejaJ OAHMH Wlar Breped, Apyrok. I'opao
ero NepecoxJso, a yAape cepAua rpOMOM OTAABaJHCh B YIIaX, OKa
OH MelJieHHO wWes K AepeBbsM, OkasaBlIHCh Ha paccTosiHdd §poc-
Ka KONbs OT uX yfexulna, Keppuk ocraHoBHJCs, He B CHiaxX 3a-
cTaBuTh cels uATH Aaapme. Xpatur., [lycTe Terneps MAyT Te, KTO
npsavercs. OH MeaneHHO NOAHAJ DYKH ¢ OTKPHITHMH JalOBAMH
¥ TPOMKO KPHKHYJI:

— Y MeHs HeT OpY:KHA. 51 nNpHIIeN ¢ MEDOM.

Hukaxoro orTsera. BBIO /1M ABHXKeHHe B TEHR NOJ AePeBbSIMH?
¥ Hero He 6HJ0 yBeperHocTH., OTCTYNHB Ha lIar, OH CHOBa KPHK-
HyJ1.

B teMHOTE YTO-TO IIeBEABHYJOCH, TaM ABHO KT0-TO crToai. KeppHK
CAeJAn enle war Hasai, ¥ (Hrypa ABHHYJAAck BIepes, BHIHAA Ha
COJIHIE.

ITepsoft peakuueti Keppuka 6wl crpax. O oTmiaTHyxAcCs, HO c<y-
MeJ B3ATb ce6sl B PYKH H OCTAThCA H& MecTe, a He GpocHThCs Oe-
JKAThb.

OXOTHHK OKa3alCs YepHOBOJOCHIM ¥ TeMEOKOXHM. OH He HOCHJ
MEXOBOH OJEXKAH, KaK 3TC AeNaJH OXOTHHKH M3 mpearopu#. omo-
Ba ero GHJia ofMoTaHa ueM-To GesbIM, B BOKpYyr Genep Onlna ofep-
nyra Genas xoxa. He cepo-Genas, a Genas, Kak cHer. Pyku ero
6n1M NyCcTH, Kak y Keppuga.

~— Mmu 6yzem roBopHTh! — KpHKHYJ KeppHk, nenas mar Bre-
pea.

B 7y Xe cekyHAy uepHHA OXOTHHK NMOBepHYJcH H uyTh He Oerom
O6pocHACH NOX 3aIUTY AepeBbeB. YBHAEB 3T0, KeppHK OCTAHOBHJI-
cqg. OxoTHHX 0GepHYJCA, H JaXe Ha 3TOM paccTofHMH KeppHK 3a-
METHJ, UTO MYXKYHH2 ZPOKHT OT cTpaxa. [IoHABR 9TO, OH MEANIEHHO
ces Ha TpaBy, MOAHAB PYKH B iKecTe MHpOAIOOHS.

— §I He mpuuumio Tebe Bpena,— cKasaJ OH,— NOAXOLH, CAMHCH,
IIOTOBOPHM.

IMocae sTux cjgoB oH Goablle He asHraicsd. Koraa ero nogHaree
PYKH YCTaJH, OH ONYCTAA HX W NONOXKHJ JajoHH Ha Oenpa, Ha-
Yap YTO-TO HameBaTh BroJrojoca. [loroM BarasHyl Ha Hefo, Ha

NycToH CKIOH BOKPYT cebsi, cTapasich He Je1aTh PE3KHX ABHXeyui,
KOTOPHE MOINIH OB HCIOyraTh He3HAKOMIA.

265



OXOTHRK cAela] ORMH HepeUlHTeNnHBi wiar, notom apyrok. Kep-
PHK YJAHOGHYNCA H KHBHYJ €My, He LieBens cBOMMH pykamu. lllar
33 WAroM OXOTHHK NPOABHral/cs BHepen, MOKa He OKasajca iia-
rax B gecsiTH oT Keppuka. Tam oH OUyCTHACA Ha 3€MJI0, CKPECTRB
HOTH, KaK 370 caenan Keppuk, B yCTaBUICA HAa HEro IGHPOKO OT-
KPBITHMH HCOYraHHeMH raasamH. Ceftuac 6O XOPOILIO BHAHO,
uro oH HeMmoJoA. Koxa ero 6bAa MODIUMHHCTON, a B UEPHBIX BO-
JIocax MHOro cefHHbl, Keppuk yamObuydacs, He jenas HHKaKHX ApYy-
rux ABrxkeHH#d. YeniocTH MyXUMHB IHEBENbHYJIHCh, H KajgslK Aep-
HYJICSl, HO OH He TPOH3INec HY OJHOTO 3BYKa. [Ipownio eue HeMHO-
ro Bpemenn. [ToxkeBas ryGamu, OH HakoHell 3aroeopua. CjoBa Gyk-
BAJNBHO XJABIHYJH NOTOKOM,

Onnako Keppuk Huuero re noussi. OH yALGHyJCS M KHBHYJ, Aa-
Basg cobeceHUKY BO3SMOMKHOCTb BHIroBopHTbes, Hakoweuw Tor 3a-
MOJIYAJ, HAKJMOHHJCA BIEpe] H OMYCTHJ IOJIOBY.

Keppuk Tepsincs B Aorazkax. OH NOAOXKA2J, NOKA OXOTHMK B3IJf-
HyJ Ha Hero, 3aTeM CKasal:

— 51 He nouumaio Tebsa. Tel 3HAeb, O ueM s roBopio? Xouellb
Y3HAaTLb MOE BHMA?
OH KoCHYyJICS TPYAH.
— Keppuk. Keppuk.
Orsera He 6nito. HesHakomeu cuaen Moaua ¢ OTKPHTBIM DTOM,
T/1a3a €ro ObIH KPYrLIMHA, M OeJNKH SPKO BHLAEJSANUCL Ha TEMHOH
koxe. Korna Keppuk 3amonvan, OH CHOBAa HAKJAOHHJ TOJOBY, YTO-
TO CKa3aJ, 3aTeM BCTaJd M HanpaBmics o6paTHO K AepesbsaM. Hpy-
rof OXOTHHK WIATHYJ H3 TEHH, YTO-TO NOAAJ NePBOMY, YBUIEB, 4TO
33 HHUM ecTb ellle u aApyrde, Keppuak nogobpan HorH nof celst, ro-
TOBMIH BCKOYHTb H yGexaTb, OJHAKO, KOTJAa BHKTO i€ BhbillieJ BIie-
peX, oH HemHoro pacciaabunaca. OH npojosikanl cJeiRThL 3a [e-
PEBbAMH H UPHONIKAOIWKUMHCI OXOTHHKAMH.

Ha 3toT pa3 oxoTHHK mnojomen Gauxe. KeppHK yBHAen, 4TG OH
IIpDHHEC TEeMHYI0 vallly, HaOoJHeHHYK BojoH. [loauas ee obeuMu
PYKamH, ol oTxneGuyJ, 3aTeM NPOTAHYJ HaJeKko Blepel H NOCTa-
BHJ Fepesl HUM Ha 3eMJIIO.

OXOTHEKH, NHBLIKe ¥3 OZHOH YalH, AeNATCA MeXAy coboil, moxy-
man Keppuk. EMy XoTenoch BEPHTb, 4TC 37O aKT MUpoJiobus, [lox-
HSB vally, OH OTNHJ U3 Hee ¥ BepHYJa 0GpaTHO.

OXoTiHK cHOBA B3sJ yailly W BBUIWJ OCT@BILYIOCH BOAY Ha 3eMJIO,
psagom ¢ cofioi. 3areM NocTyYyasJ IO 4Yaulke ¥ IpOH3HeC O/JHO
CHOBO:

— Banuckic. .

Tlecne storo nepenan uamy o6paTHo KeppHKy, yAUBACHHOMY 3THM
noctynkoM. OJAHAKO OH YABIOGHYJCS, IIHITAsACh KAa3aTbesl YBEPEHHLIM,
OH nojHec yally K rasaM H YBH/AEN], YTO OHA CAeNdaHa M3 KaKoil-
TO TEMHO-KOPHYHEBOH Macchl, KOTOPYIO OH He MOT onpeaennTsh, Ona
6blia mepiaBol M MMena YepHH# y30p BAOJMbL BepxHero kpas. Kep-
PHK NOBepTe)] €€ B pyKax M OGHapyXHa Ha APYrofi CTOpOHe Kpyil-
HBlHl YepHbI PHCYHOK. DTo Okl XOPOWO CACTAHHBIH YepHHIH CH-

.
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nyst., He cayuafinoe nATHO HAM NOBTOPAIOWHACA npocTolf ysop,
a turypa XHBOTHOrO, Y KOTOPOIG OTMET/IIHBO BHAHENHCH GHBHH H
xo6oT.

10 6B MACTOACHT.

— Baunuckuc,— ckazan 0X0THHK. — Banuckuc.

20

Keppuk nosepres uamly B pyKax, 3aTe€M KOCHyJcsi H3o0paxeHHd
macToaoHTa, OXOTHHK KHBHYJ H YJAWOHYJCS, CHOBA M CHOBA TO-
BTOpsisl ¢10BO «Baauckuce», Ho uTo 370 03Hauano? Duan Jax y aTEX
TaHy MacToZORTH? OHH He NOHHMaaW APYT APYyra, H NOTOMY BHSC-
HHTh 5T0 OBIJIC HeBO3MOXKHO. OXOTHHK OCTOPOXHO B3AJ yaily H3
py& Kepprka, # nomes ¢ Helf K 3apocasaM.

Korna oH BepHyJcsl, yawa OHJa NOJHA XKAapEeHHMH pPacTeHHSMH
KaKoro-TO BHJA, GeNHMH M ILIMIUKOBATHIMH, OXOTHHK MNadbIaMH
3a4EepNHyJd H3 YalIH HEeMHOTO NHINM H Chea ee, 3aTéM NOCTaBHJ
yamy Ha 3emawo. Keppuk caenad 1o Xe camoe: BKyc ORI JOBOJb-
HO npuATHHEA. Kak TONBKO OH cHeniall 3T0, He3HaKOMell IOBEPHY/ICS
U CHOBA 3aTOPONMACS K AeperbaM. KeppHk nojpoxinana, HO OH He
NIOKA3HBANCA.

Tloxo:ke, ux BCTpeYa 3aKoHYunach. HHKTO He mnosiBHACH, KOTAa
Kepp#k KpHKHYJ, & KOrjJa OH MELJEHHO XOILeJ 4yepe3 NOJE ZO pPO-
Hld, OHa OKasaJjack nycrofi. Berpeua GHia HENOHATHOK, HO MHOTO-
ofewaioniefl, TeMHHA OXOTHHK HE NOKa3aJ OPYXHs, a ApPHHEC NH-
uy. Keppux nopofpan gainy, 3afpai cBoe KOIlbe M BEpPHYJCH K 11a-
naTkaM. OXOTHUKH, CTOABIIHME Ha CTpaxKe, Y3HaJH €r0 H OKJIUKHY-
JH, Korjaa oH npubamusmicsi, XepHaak NpHBeTcTBOBaA ero, OH mo-
npofoBan numy, oaebpun ee, Ho, Kak ¥ Keppuk, He cMor ompeze-
JHTH TAHHOTO CMBICJIA, 3aKAIOYEHHOIO B YAUIE ¢ H306paXEHHEM Ma-
CTOHOHTA.

Cammaz colpaauch mocnywate KeppHka, ¥ eMy NpHILIOCHL pac-
CKa3blBaTh O INPOHCIIEALIeM CHOBA H CHOBAa. BceM XoTesnoch no-
npo6oBaTh HOBYIO NMHULY H BHIPA3HTh YAOBJAETBOpeHHE €i0. Bckope
yaia onycresa, Cama nmo cefe oHa BHI3Bajna Goabliofi HHTepeC.
Xepusak noBepTeq €€ B PyKax M IOCTyYasa TO HeH KOCTAIIKAMM
I1aJIbLEeB,

— Dr0 TBepAoce, KaK KaMeHb, HO C/AHLIKOM Jerkoe, 4ToOw OHTh
kamuem. M noToM 3TOT MacTOAOHT... fl HUUErQ He MOHMMAIO.

Jaxe PpakeH He PHCKHYJ BbicKa3aTb CBOe MHeHHe, [Lns Hero 310
6bl20 HOBHM. B XoHie Kosnos Keppuk pewius sce caM.

— 3aBrpa # noitdy ofpaTHO M OTHECY HM B uame Msica. Moxer,
OHH XOTAT DOASAHTHCS ¢ HAMH NMHINeH?

— A MoOXKer, OHH XOTeJH, 9TOOB MH HAKODMHAH ITHM MACTOHCH-
TOB? — NpeAnoNoXun Copau.

-— MH HE MOXeM 3TO y3HaTb,— cKa3ad Keppuk.-— §l oTnecy um
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_'HEMHOro Haniero Msca, HO He B KX yame. JlafiTe MHe OAMH U3 TJe-
TeHHX NOJAHOCOB ¢ PHCYHKOM.

Tlog meuep ApPMYyH B3faa JYYIIHH TOZHOC, KOTOPHM IJejaa cama,
H JOYHMCTA BHIMHEIJIA €70 B PeEKe.

— Hnrte tysa onacuo,~—— ckKasaia oHa.— IlycThb ¢ ToGoH nofner
ele KT0-HHOY b,

— Her, Teneps 3TH OXOTHHKH 3HaIOT MeHs. SI WyBCTBYIO, YTO Omac-
HOCTH HET, caMoe CTpailHoe OHJo BHauasle, DTH HOBHE TaHY OXO-
TATCA B 3QCILUHAX MECTaX, U Mbl AOJKHH KHTb ¢ HHMH B MHDE, eCJIH
X0THM OcTaThest TyT. K TOMY K€ HaM HPOCTO HEKyAa HATH. A ceit-
yac gapa¥ MOeAHM, HO JIyYIUHe KYCKH MfAca NOJOXKHM Ha ROJHOC,
M 3aBTpa A OTHeCy ero.

Korga ra caeaymoulee yTpo OH NpHilesa Ha JYr Mepel polled, Tam
HHKOro He OHINO, HO TIOCJIE TOrO KakK OH 0TGPOCHN CBOE KOTIbe B CTO-
{POHY H NONIeJ Yyepe3 TpaBy, Iepxa B PyKax NOAHOC, NOZ AepeBbi-
MH N0SBHJIaCh 3HaxoMast ¢Hrypa. KeppHK cen Ha 3eMJI0 H AOJO-
2KHJI TIOAHOC Ha TpaBy. Ha aTOT pas3 He3HaKoMel IOAOLIE] K HeMmy
6e3 cTpaxa H TOXe cell Ha TpaBy. KeppHK cbel KyCcOK Ms#ca, 3a-
TEM OTOJABHHYJ IMOAHOC H CMOTPEJ, KaK OXOTHHK .6epeT KYCOK B €CT
€ro, NOKAa3bBas CBOE YROBOJBCTBHE. 3aT€M OH IIOBEPHYJCA H I'POM-
KO KpHKHYyJ. IlaTepo uepHOBOJOCHX H 6e300pPOAHX OXOTHHKOB, Ofle-
THIX TaK K€, KaK NepBbH, MOSBHNHCH H3 pPOWIH H HANpaBHJMCh
K HEM. -

Cefiuac yxe Keppux ucnyrancs. Bekouus Ha Hore, oH Gpocuics
o6paTHO, NOTOMY YTO JABOE HE3HAKOMIEB Hecnd Konesi. Koria oH
‘' noGexaJ, OHU OCTAHOBHJHCH, MNIANA HA Hero ¢ SAIBHBIM JIOGOMHT-
crBoM. KeppEK ykasan Ha HHX H cAeJaan JBHXeHHe, Kak OyAro
or6pacrBaer konbe, [lepBuift 0XOTHHK NOHAJ 3HAYEHHE 3TOTQ XKeECTA
H KPHKHYJ TOBapHLiaM. BEAKMO, 3T0 OBLJIO PABHOCH/IBHO HMPHKA3Y,
HNOTOMY YTO OHH MOJOXKHJ/AH KONbSl Ha TPaBY M CHOBA ABHHYJMUCH
BHEpen,

Keppnk xaal, COTHYB PYKK H CTapasch He NOKA3hIBATh CBOETO HH-
Tepeca. Bce 3To0 BHIFJISAAEN0 AOCTATOUHO MHPHO, HO MOX GeqoH Ko-
XeH Ha Oeapax OHH MOTJIH CKPHBAaTh HOXHM, BopoueM, HM faxe
He HYXHBl OBIJIH HOXH: BHATEPOM NPOCTO-HANPOCTO OHH 3aAaBHJH
6ul ero, Teneps HyxHO OBRIO pelwlaTh: GexkaTh HAH OCTABATbCH HA
MecTe. -
Korga onn nogoumnu 6nuxke, Keppuk yBuAea, 4T0 ABOE M3 HHX He-
cyT Koporkue AySuHkM. OH yKasaJ Ha HHX H cAejlal IBHIKERHeE,
Kak 6yaTo B3MaxHysa AyOuHKOH. OCTaHOBHBIIACH, OHH IIOTOBOPHJH
Mexay cofoff, H MpoUIO HEKOTOpOe BpeMs, NMPeXAe 4YeM OHH HO-
H#JIM, B 4eM jeno., BepofiTHO, KyCKH JAepeBa BOBCe He OLlAH AY-
6unkaMu. OAUH H3 OXOTHHKOB BEePHY/ICA K KOmbsiM, H Keppuk 3a-
Mep, rotoBuiit 6pocuThesl HayTek. OZHAKO TOT XOTeN NPOCTO NPO-
LEMOHCTPHPOBATE, KaK HCIOJAbL3YeTCsl 9TO AepeBanHoe opyxue. Ox
NOAHAA OJHO H3 KONHE H BJOHJA €ro TOJCTHHA KOHENl B BhHIEMKY
Ha Kouue 3ToH AKOOH ZyOHHE, 3aTeM, NPHIKAB KONbE K CBOCH pyKe
H NpHAEPKHBAST ero flaJjbliaMH, OH OTBe] ero LajeKo Hasaj u Io-
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cAall BHCOKO B Bo3AyX. OHO MOMYadoCh BBEPX, 3aTeM ynajo of-
parso, TAy0OKO BOH3HBIIHCE B 3eMalo, Keppuk He cmor ofbsic-
HHTb, KaK 3TO AeHCTBYET, HO KONbe JeTesI0 HaMHOro Jablle, yem
nymeHHoe pykod. OH Goabule He nHTadCH y6eXaTh, KOTAA OXOT-
HHK TOJOXKWJ JepPeBAllKy PAJOM C KONbEM M NPHCOEAHHHAJICS
K OCTaJbHBIM.

Onu cobpanuch BOKPYr Hero, Bo30YXKAEHHO TeperoBapuBasich. OHH
OCTOPOIKHO KacaJdHCh NafdbILaMH ABYX HOXKel M3 HeGeCHOro MeTad-
Ja, KOTOpHE CBHCAJNH C KOJbLla HAa €rc Liee, TPOradH caMo KOJbIO
H YAHBJEHHO GopMoTanu. KeppHk, B3rAfAHYB BOJAM3H Ha MX Geible
yOopbl Ha roJose, MOHSA, UTO 3TO BoBce He Onyio xoxeH. Koraa
OH NpPOBeJ MaJbLeM IO OJHOMY M3 HHX, OXOTHHK CHSJI ero H nepe-
dan Keppuky. Dto 6HAC 4TO-TO MArKOe, K&K MeX, OHO OBLIO CllIe-
TEHO, KAK KOP3HHA, XOTA BEILIECTBO, H3 KOTOPOrO €ro CHeJ1asH, OKa-
3aJIoCb TOHKHM, Kak Boaoc. OH Xoren oTAarh y6op o6paTHO, HO
OXOTHHK He B34 ero H nokasand Ha roaoBy Keppuka. Korja tor
NOKPBIJI UM CBOH BOJIOCH, BCE OKPYXKalollHe YJABOHYJIHCh H BOCXH-
1eHHO 3aLI0KANH S3KKOM.

Bce oHE oKkasanHch AOBOALHHMH HayaJoM 3HAKOMCTBA H, NEPEro-
BODHB MexAy co0OH, NPHHAJNH Kakoe-To peuleHue. [ToBepHyBuIHCh,
NpHLIeAbIL HanpaBHAKCh K powe. Ileperikt tany B3sa Keppuka
3a DYKy H I0Ka3aJ Ka OcTadbHHX. VX Hamepenue 6bINO SCHO: OHU
xoTenH, 4tobH OH NpucoeAMHHAcA K HaM. Ilofitk ¢ numu? Bos-
MOJKHO, BCE 3TO GBJIO TOJbLKO YAOBKOH, UTOGH 3aXBaTHTh €T0 B IJIEH
4 youts. Ho OHHM Ka3zanHuch TAKHMH €CTECTBEHHHIMH, a ABOE€ KONbe-
HOCIEB Jaxe He NoAcOpaNk CBOH KOMbS, IPOXOAS MEMO HUX.

1o 3actaBuao Keppuka pewmnrtoest. Byab 370 n0BymIKOH, HM BOBCE
He HyXHO OBLIO OBl MPOXOAWTb MUMO KOMHH: APYTHE BOOPYXKCHHBIE
OXOTHHKH MOIVIH XJAaTh ero MeXAy AepeBbeB. OH J0JxKeH Aefl-
CTBOBATH TdK, CJOBHO BEDHT B MX MMpOAKOGHE, U He JOAXKeH MoKa-
3HIBATh HM cBOero crpaxa. Oanako KeppHK He MOI OCTaBHTb 3/€Ch
cBoe cofctBeHHoe konbe. OH yKas3an Ha HEro W Hampasuics o6-
paTHo. [lepBrli oxoTHHK Opocuiics GexaTh H MOJ0Opan KOIbe.
KeppHk He Ha WyTKy Hcnyrajacst, korda toT nobfexan o6paTHO,
JepXKa Konbe Hanepepec, HO OH NpocTo Nepesan ero KeppHky, a 3a-
TEM IOBEPHYJCA H TOCJeAOBaJ 3a ocTadbHbiME. Hanpsxenue caer-
Ka ocaab/o: BO3MOXKHO, OHH ReAiCTBHTENBHO OBAH TAKHMH MHpPO-
NOGHBHIMHE, KaK XOTe/H KasaTbesl. KeppHK riayGoKo B3JOXHYJA: OB
TOJIBKO OJHH €nocof ysHaTb 5T0. OXOTHHKH OCTAHOBHAHCH y Kpasf
POILH ¥ OTJSIHYJHCD,

KeppHK MeAJeHHO BEIAOXHYJ, ABHHYJCS 32 HHMIL

Tpona npuBena HX K BepIUHHe XOJMa, 3aTeM BHH3 MO €ro APYTOMY
cknody. Tam 6bino yuienve, 1 Keppuk monsa, uto 3to pafora pe-
KH, BAOJL KOTOPOH OH ciexoBas. Peka fenaja 3jech NETJAI0 H NO-
BOpaurBana obpatho. Tenmepb OHM IIAH K peKe IO SICHO BHRUMOH
Tpomne, oKa He XOCTUrIH Gepera.

C xaXIWM NOBOPOTOM KAMEHHBIE CTEHHl MOAHHMAJNChL BCE BHILIE U
BhIILIE, a peKa MeXAy HHMH Gexana Bce Onictpee. ORM WM BAOAB
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yakoro Oepera M3 KaMHA M Ie€CcKa, KOTOPHEH BeCHOH HaBepHsAKa
BOJA 3aTannuBana. MectaMu KaMeHHHE CTeHH GBUIM YaCTHUHO Pas-
pyilleHn, H Boja paccunaiach OpblaraMH Ha OrPpOMHBIX BaJyHax,
CBAJHBUINXCA B NMOTOK. JIIOAH 110JJHUMAJIHCh BCe BHLIE, KapaOKasch
N0 KaMHSAM, KOTOpHe KOIAa-TO 3aNOJHANH IVyGOKOoe PYCJIQ peKH,
IToaveM 6ua Tpyaen., Keppuk ofGepHyJcs H OCTAaHOBHJCA KaK BKO-
NaHHWH,

TemHoBOMIOCHE, BOOPYXKEHRHE KOMbAMH OXOTHHKH CMOTPEIH Ha
HUX cHH3Y. OH OKJHKHYJ TeX, KOTODHE YIIAYM BUepei, U yKasan
pyko#i BHM3. OHH NOHANH H KPHKHYJIH, 3aCTaBHB HHXKHHX BHOBb
cupsTaTbhesl cpedd Kampefl. INoaraBumucy Ha BepluuHy, KeppHK, T4-
JKeJIo AbIIA, GCTAHOBHJCA, IVISIAA Ha NPORACHHBIA MYTh,
HaganeHubie rpyJbl BaJyHOB OCT@JdCh AJIEKO BHH3Y, B TEeMHBIX
BoAdax pekH. BricoKHe yTecn NOAHMMAAHCh U3 pekd no obe cro-
POHH, 3TOT ecTeCTBEHHH Gapbep JIErKO MOMVIM 32WHIATH OXOT-
HHKH, KOTOPHE ceHdac OTOUMIH B CTOPOHY, 4TOOBI NPONYCTHTbL HX,
D10 GHJa HieaNbHas 3aHIETHAS TMO3HUUs, HO GHJsa Ju OHA Oxpa-
uaema? Crpax Keppuka cMeHsicsi JOGONEBITCTBOM, 1O Mepe TOro
KaK OHH CIYCKaJHCh BHH3 HO Ty CTOpPOHY Gaphepa.

Iloka oHH wuIW, nel3axk u3MeHHJAcH., KaMeHHHe CTEHBl OTCTYNHJH,
a mecyaHble AIOHH NpHOJIH3HAHCE K peke, Tyr H TaM Ha HHX POCAH
yaxJinle Aepesbs. Hepes HEKOTOPOE BPeMs 3eMJis CTana POBHEe.
Keppnka yZHBHJH IBe BelM: PSABI PAacTeHHH U OXOTHHKH, pabo-
Talolliie CpeAM HUX, BHIOJHAKIIHE PpaloTy XeHMHH. 310 ObLIO
JocTaTouHo HeoObiypo, Ho uiiNavm caxanu TOJAS BOKPYD CBOEro
ropoAa, Tak fnoueMy OH TaHy He AeJAaTh 3TOTO, NOYEMY MYXKYHHAM
Re JenaTbh paboTy, KOTOPYIO BHIUTOJHSIOT KeHIUHL? Keppuk nosen
B3rASA0M BAOJb 3€JIEHHX PAIOB PacTeHHH K KAMEHHHIM CTEHaM
BAaJH 4 TEMHBIM OTBEPCTHSIM CPelH KaMHeH.

OHH MMHOBaJH TPYNNY JKEHUIHH, 3aBEPHYTHX B Msrkoe 0ejoe Be-
IIeCTBO, KOTOPHE YKa3MBa/du Ha Hefo M mebeTalH CBOMMH BHICO-
KHMH rojocami. Keppuk noayman, 4to ZOJXeH HCIHTHBATL CTPax
B 3TOH AOJHHE CPellH TeMHhIX He3HaKOMI(eB, HO ero He Onlno. Ecau
O OHH XoTeJH YOHTb ero, TO yxe LaBHO MOIJH Ol 3TO CAeAaTh.
Ero crpax oTcTynun mepes Bce BO3PACTAlOLIHM JIOGONBITCTBOM.
Brepear noanumanuch TpyGHM KOCTpOB, Geraju AeTH, a yTechl BCe
npubnuxainch, U BAPYr KeppHK oCTaHOBHJCS, NMOpPaeHHHI BHe-
3amHOHA MBICHBIO, '

— Topoal — nponsHec on Beayx. — Fopon Tany, a He Hilnas.
OXOTHHK, 32 KOTOPLIM OH 1UeJ, OCTAHOBMJICS H XKAaJ, noka KeppHk
ocmorputesi. Hepessunne Sanku ¢ 3apyGkaMH, BeposSiTHO CHeNaH-
Hble H3 UEJABX CTBOJIOB J€peBbeB, MNOAHAMAJKCh K OTBEPCTHAM
B creHax yrTecoB. B HHX OH BHOeN NHIA, CMOTPEBIUHE BHH3, HA HE-
ro: KaK B ropoje uiijaH, BCIOAy OLXH ABHXKEHHE H CyMaToxa, H
JIOAH 3aHUMAJHCh ZeNaMH, KOTOPHX OH HE MOT NOHATL. 3aTeM OH
3aMETHJ, UYTO OXOTHHK, MEePBBIM BCTPETHBMIHACA C HHM, NOA3BHIBAET
ero K cefe, K AJHHHOMY TEMHOMY OTBEDPCTHIO Y NOAHOXKHS yTeca.
Keppuk nojomes K HeMy H B3LJSHYJ Ha KaMEHHYIO CTeHY, HEMHOIO
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OTKJIOHEeHHY0 Hasan. OKa3aBlIMCh B TeMHOTE, OH 3aMopraJ, He
B culax pa3ofpaTh Kakue-1nbo BHyTpeHHHe neTann. OXOTHHK yKa-
3aJ1 Ha KaMeHHYIO CTeHy HaBepXxy.

—- BaJHCRuC,— CK23aJ OH, TIOBTOPSIA TO Ke CNOBO, KOTODOE YIo-
TpeBAsia, KOoT/la MOKA3bIBal Ha PHCYHOK Ha wanie ¢ BOJOH.

KeppHk moryisfes TyZa BHHMATEABHO H ITOCTENIERHO HAYaJ INOHH-
MAaTh, UTO CKAa3all eMy OXOTHHK.

TaM OLIIH nBeTHHIE H300paXKeHUs Pa3JHUHBLIX KHBOTHHX., MHOTHX
u3 Hux Keppmx yanan. Ha moyeTHoM MecTe, BOUTH B HATYPANBHYIO
BEAHUUHY, KPacoBaJICH MACTOAONT.

— Banuckuc,— cHOBa CKa3aJl OXOTHHK ¥ HAKJOHHJ TONOBY K H30-
OpaKeHHIO OrPOMHOTO XKHBOTHOTO. — BajHCKHC.

Keppuk cornacHo KHBHYJ, XOTS U He NMOHUMAN 3HAYEHUS] 3TOR KU-
BONHCH., 10 GHIJ1 TOUHHIH HOPTPET, TaK 3Ke KaK H YepHHHA MaCTo-
JOHT Ha vame. KeppHK BHITHHYJA PYKY H KOCHVJICS OJI€HSI, TOBOPS
ozHoBpeMeHHO: «OJenb», OQHAKO TEMHOBOJMOCOTO 3TO HHKAK He 3a-
uHrepecoBango. OH WATHYJN HAa3aJ, HA COJMHIE, U caenas Keppuky
3HAK CJAeA0BAaThb 34 HHM.

Keppuky . XoTe0Ch 0CTaTbC H HETOPONJIHBO OCMOTPETb BCE 3TO, HO
OXOTHHK YXK€ B&JX ero K OLHOMY K3 6peBeH ¢ 3apy6KaMmH, KOTOPOe
JOCTAaBaJNo J0 CKJAOH2 yreca. Berkapabkapuiuch no HeMy, OH MOIO-
xnan Keppuka. IToapeMm oKasajcst AOBOJBHO JIETKHM. 3a KpaeMm
OTKPBLIOCH TEMHOE OTBEPCTHe, MpHBeillee HX B KOMHATY, H, 4TO0H
BONTH B Hee, MPHLIJAOCH COTHYThc. Ha KaMeHHOM MOJNY TaM CTORJNH
TOPWIKH H LPyTHe NpeAMeTH, a4 B YLy GBIH cBafeHH MKYpH. One-
TeIft B 6eJloe OXOTHHK 3alrOBOPHJ, W U3 KYyYH MEXOB €My OTBETHI
TOHK## roJoc.

Barnawys Ha Kyuy BOaus#, KeppHk 3aMeTHJ TaM XaKyw-To ¢H-
TYpY, JAeXaBiyw TakK, yTo GeIa BHAHA TONLKO roaoBa. I'y6H Ha
MODPINHHHCTOM JIHIE WIeBeJbHYNHCb, ¥ 06e33y6mii poT mnpomien-
Tasl:

— O1kyza T npuwen? Kak TBoe umsa?

21

Korga raasa ero nNpUBHKJIHN K TeMHOTe KOMHaTH, Keppur ysuzuen,
9TO KOXa CylLIecTBa, XOTH H TeMHas OT Bo3pacra, Gulia nonobHa
ero Koxe, a riaasa roayOue. Bonocw, kotopeie Koraa-to SwlIH CBET-
JEMH, cTaJH cefyac ceAblMH K peaknMH. Koraa TOHKHI ToJoc
BIIOBb pa3faJicsl, OH YCAWIIAJ H NOHAN GONbUIHHCTBO CJI0B, 310
6uln1 He mMapGak, poaHol f3bix KeppHka, Gonblue 3TO NOXOAWIO HA
A3bIK Xap-XaBoJbl, KOTOPHHA NpPHIIE] H3-32 rop.

— TBoe uMs, TBOE HMS! — CHOBA CIIPOCHJ TOJOC.

— Keppuk. I npumen u3-3a rop.

— 51 3Ha10 370, A2, 3HAW... TBOK BOJOCH Takue cBersse. [Tomoan
Ganxe, yrobun XayunTa Morsaa ysuaers Te6a. Ja, TH — Tauy.
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Cumorpu, CaHoHe, pasBe f He TOBOPHJIA, UTC elUe MOTY TOBOPHTS,
KakK OHH?

Cnabriit TOJIOC CYX0 paccMesvics.

Keppuk u XayHura Hauanu pasroBop, 4 CaHOHe — Tak 3BajlM TeM-
HOKOKEro OXOTHHKA -—CJIYHIaX M MOBOJABLHO KHBAJ, XOTS H HE IO-
HHMaJ c/ioB. KeppuKk He yAUBHJCH, OOHADPYKHB, uTo XayHuTa OblNa
JKeHIHHCOH, 3aXBa4eHHOR B [JIeH enle B MoJoZocTH. Bee, uTo oHa
rosopusa, OblO A0BONbHO OeccBa3Ho. Heckonbko pas 3a Bpems
pasroBopa OHa 3acHiajga, a NPOCHYBIIHCh, HAYHHANA TI'OBOPHTH
¢ HUM Ha fA3BIKe CacKy, KaK HasblBaAk cebsi TEMHOKOMXHE OXOTHH-
KH, B OYeHb 3/IMJIach, KOrAa OH HHUYEro He MOHHMaJ, 3aTeM OHa 3a-
XOoTeaa NoecTh U HakopMHTh Keppuka. Bua yxe Beuep, koraa Kep-
PHK ONMOMHHJICS,

— Craxu CaHoHe, uTO i HONKEH BEPHYTHCH B CBOIO CaMMag, HO
A NpuAy ciofa yrpoM. CKaxu eMmy 3710.

Opnaxo; XayHura kax pas sacHyJsia, Xpans ¥ 4To-TO TOBOPH, H pas-
6yauth ee Owsio Henpocto. Ilpapaa, CaHoHe, KasasioCh, IOHAJ,
YTO XoTeN ckasarh Keppuk, moTtoMy 4UTO BhIBeJa €ro ofpatHO K Ka-
MEHHOMY Oapbepy, 2 3aTeM OKJAHKHYJ ABYX 'MYKIHH C KONbIMH,
CTOABUINX HA IOCTY.

Exnsa muHoBaB 6aphep, Keppux Gpocuiacs 6exaTb B Jarepb y pe-
KH, cTapasick A06paThcs TyAa A0 TEMHOTH. XepHaaka GeCHOXOHIO
noJaroe orcyTcTBHe KeppHka, W OH 3afall MHOTO HeTepIeNUHBHX BO-
npocoB. Oanako KeppHk Moaual, moka He Aobpajicsi A0 NanaTKH
H He HalHICA XOJOAHON BOAH. Xeppmax ®dpakeH U caMMajapH
CeNH PANOM C HUM, OCTAJIbHEIE OKPYXUJH HX TeCHHM KOJBIOM,

— Crauana BW JONKHB 3HaTh BOT 4TO,— CKasdanx Keppukx. — dru
TEMHOKOJKHE& TaHY HAa3BBaKT cefs Cacky u He cofHpawTCs cpa-
XaThCs ¢ HAME HJIM NPOTOHATH Hac OTCOZa. OHM XOTAT HOMOYb
M Jaxe JagyT HaM NHINY, H MHe KaXercsd, 4T0 3TO H3-3&2 MAacTo-
JOHTOB.

Iocavimannce yAWBJIEHHBIE BO3IJIAcH, H OH MOAOKAAJ], MOKa BCe
YCIIOKOATCS, NIpeJe yeM 3aTOROPUTH CHOBA,

— § 6mn Tak Xe HM3YMJEH, KaK BH, TeM 00jiee 4TO COBEPUIEHHO
He TOHHMAK HX fA3bKa. Ho y HHX ecTh cTapas XeHIIHHE, KOTOpas
TOBOPHT TaK, UTO €€ MOMKHO TOHATb, XOTS CJI0Ba €€ HE BCErJa SICHLL
Ans MeHs. ¥ cacky HeT MacCTOLOHTOB, HO OHH 3HAKOT O HHX, BH
BHAEMH MACTOJOHTA Ha HX 4alle, a B NeWepe Ha KaMEHHOH CTeHe
Yy HHX eCTb GOJblIHe PHCYHKH MacTONOHTa M APYTHX KHBOTHHIX.
3HavueHne TOro He COBCEM, ICHO, HO YTO-TO B MacTOAOHTAaX OUCHb
BaXHO AJA HHX, XOTs/OHH H He MMEKT HH OAHOro., YBH/EB HalHMX
JKHBOTHHX, YBHAEB TO, UTO OHH CXYMIAIOTCA HAC, CACKY PELIHNH f0-
Morathb HaM BceM, yeM MoryT. OHH He XOTAT NPHUHHATL HAM Bpe-
Aa. ¥ HEX eCcTb MHOXKeCTBO APYrHX Belledl, Bpoje 3TOH Yaluy, o #
He MOTy .BCIIOMHHTbL BCE KX cpasy. 3apTpa YTpOM f1 BEPHYCb K HHM
¢ XepunakoM, H MH INOTOBOPHM € HHMH M € MX caMMajfapami.
$I He 3nar TOyHO, yTo OyZer Aadbile, HO B OJHOM f YBepeH: MH
Hamax HezonacHoe MeCTO AJS SHMOBKH.
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3ro 610 Gonblie, yeM NpocTo yOexulle AN 3UMOBKH: 370 ofe-
mano 6e30NacHOCT: OT HenpHsiTHocTedl MHpa, KOTOPHIE OHONEBANH
#X. BHACHUAOCH, UTO HANAHBI HHKOTAA He OBUIH 3[€Ch, CACKY Hdaxe
He CAMIIANE O HEX, H NO3TOMY OHH IJIOXO NMOHHMAJH, YTO MPOH30-
0 ¢ OXOTHHKaMH 0o Ty ctopoHy rop. Ho ato Omio He cToab
BAXKHO, IVIaBHOE — OHH XOTEJH, YTOOW HE3HAKOMOBl OCT2BalHCH
pSOOM ¢ HUMH. DTo OLlI0 KAaK-TO CBSI3aHO ¢ XapBaHaMM, ¢ TEMHO-
KOXKHMM OXOTHHKAMH C CEBepa, KOTOPHE MOCTOAHHO BecloKOMAH uX
cBoUMH HaferaMu. Dapsep Ha peKe BO3HHK CHAyaJa KaK eCTeCT-
BEHHHH ONOJ3eHb, HO CACKY MOARUMANH PHYaraMH BaJVHH, Tepe-
JBHTasl HX, H 3a FOAR CO3AaJH CTEHY, KOTOpas Temepb 3aKphIBasia
JOCTYN B AOMHHY C ceBepa. M1 Bce YKe, HeCMOTpSl Ha 3TY Nperpany,
XapBaHbl NPOAOJKAAH HX OECIOKOHTL, NPOHHKAs B JONHHY TaM,
rae o6puBel Guad puxKe. Bee 970 OKaXKeTest B 'MpOIUIOM, ecliH caM-
Maj CTaHyT narepeM rae-HHGyAb MOONH3OCTH: XapBaKbl OGyAyT Aep-
XaThed Ha paccrosiiny ot HUX. Cacky OBUIH CYACTAHBE NOAEAUTHCH
¢ HHMH CBOHMW 3anacamu nuiiy. Takofl mopsiok Beunlelt ycTpaHnBas
BCeX. :

CaMMap MOCTaBHNH CBoft Jareps y PexH, rie '6bIH XODOLIHMe I1acT-
fuwa ¥ mopocurxe JecoM xoaMul. Oxora 3fech Gblia IJAOXOH, M HM
yrpoxax Obl roaon, ecnn Ou He cacky. 'OHH HHuYerc He NPOCHJIH
B3aMEH, XOT® MocJe YAaYHOH OXOThl € OGJAarcAapliocTbi0 NPHHH-
MaJgu Msaco. EAMHCTBEHHO, O YeM NPOCUNH, 3TO MOCMOTPETh Ha
MACTOJOHTOR, NMOAOHTH K HUM GJAHIKe, H KaK BHICUIYIO MHJOCTb NDH-
HUMAJY paspelleHHe KOCHYThCH HX MOPUWHMHHCTOH KOXH, MopocLIel
UIepPCTHIO,

KeppHk 6b1 A0BOMEH He MeHbINe HX, HaXO[s KAy AeTalb KH3-
HH CacKy KpafiHe yBJekaTeabHOH. Jipyrie oXOTHHKH COBCEM He MpO-
AIBJISJH K Cacky HHTepeca H Jake CMESJIACh HaZ MYKYHHAMH, KO-
TOpHIEe, KAK JKEHIUWHE], KonajHch B rpa3n. Keppuk aydule mOHHMAM
CacKy, BHASA CBf3b MEXIY HX paloToft HAa NHOJNX K BHIIACOM XKU-
BOTHBEIX HHJIAaHAMH, OTJHYHO CO3HABasi, YTO OHH o6e30nacHaH cebs
OT roJIOAA, NOCKOJNBKY CO3AalH TapaHTHPOBAHHBIE 3aMACHl NEIIH,
Jns HeKOTOPHX OXOTHHKOB OOlleHHe ¢ CacKy BHTAANENO0 OYeHb
NpHBJAEKaTessHO. Muorse HOYH HNpPOBOAHJH OHH B BLHCEUEHHBIX
cpeay KamHefi koMHaTax. B koHIe KonuoB KeppHk BMecTe ¢ ApMyH
H BCEMH CBOHMMHM BellaMu nepebpaics B OAHY u3 HUX. Berpernns
MX NpPUBETJIHBO, XKEHIHHB H JeTH coOpajiuch BOKPYI HHX, BOCXH-
IIeHHO TJISAA HAa Hee W HEyBepPeHHO Kacasch pacCHNaBMIUXCd MO
nJeyaM BOJIOC.

ApMyH OKa3asach BecbMa NDHJIEXKHOH B M3YUEHHH $3HIKA, Ha KOTO-
pOM TOBOPAJNH cacKy. KeppHK uacTo yxomun K crapoit XayHure,
CTPEMACh Y3HATH OT Hee KaK MOXHO GoJabllle CJIOB H3 A3HKA IJe-
MeHH. ADMYH TOXe He Tepile/ioch BHYYHTb 5T0, H OH2 CTaja Mpak-
THKOBATbCS ¢ APYIHMR XeHIHHaMH, korza Keppuk yxoaunr. Onm
CMEsIJIHCh, KOrflda OHa HaYHHAJa [OBOPHTb, H ApMYH yambanack
B OTBET, MOTOMY 4YTO B cMeXe HX He OHJO 3400mH, Korfa HM Haxo-
Hell CTAHOBHJIOCh MOHATHO, 4TO OHA MHETaAaCh CKa3aThk, OHH YYHJIHU
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ee NPaBHAbHO NPOU3HOCHTH CJOBAa. BeKope OHa yxe caMa Hauaxa
yauThk KeppHKa, H OH mepecTas 3aBHCeTh 0T XaYHHTH H ee cTapue-
CKHX KampH30B,

Korna ApMyH Bcephbes 3aHANach H3YYCHHEM s3WKa, KeppEK CMOT
NOCBATHTL BCe CBOE BpeMsl HCCAEAOBAHHIO YAHUBHTEJNBHBIX peMecel
cacky. OH ofHapy:uJ, 4TO TBepAble 4Yalld B ACHCTBUTEABHOCTH
cAelaHh M3 MATKOA IVIMHH, 3ajeraiulell TOHKEMH IJIaCcTaMu B He-
KOTOPHIX XoaMaX. ['ZiiHa 3Ta XOpoiio MsAJach, Noka OblIa DBJaK-
HOH, a 3aTeM NOMemanach B leyb AAS CYIIKH, CAAAHHYIO H3 KaM-
Hell ¥ Tolt xXe rauHHL. JleHb M HOUb B Hell Topeju ApoBa, H Kapa
npeBpaniana IJHHY B KaMeHb,

Eme wpHTepecHee OHMK BOJMOKHA, W3 KOTOPHIX AENaNHCh BEPEBKH,
KOTOPHE TIOTOM CHJIETAJNHCh B ONEXAY. VX moayyanaw uz HeGOMbL-
KX 3eJIcHHX pacTeHHH, Ha3bBaBLIMXcA xapajuc. Ceme#fa HX ro-
AUJMHCL B MHULY, a KOTJAAa HX NABMJH W MSAAH, TMOJAYYaJNOCh MacJo.
OAHAKO caMBIM IEHHHIM ORI CTeGIH PACTEHUH.

Creban xapazuca NOMeIAJH B MeJKUA NPyA M NPUAABJIMBAJIH TH-
MeNHMH KaMHSAMH, 9700k OHM OKa3aJHch NMOJ BojoH. Uepea Heko-
TOpOe BpeMs cephle cTeGJH U3BJEKaJH M CYIIHJH. HA COJHILE, a 3a-
TeM pa30UBANH Ha KaMeHHHIX mnutaXx. CuelHajabHHeE AepEeBAHHLIE
HHCTPYMEHTH ¢ 3yObAMH HCIIOJb30BAaJHCh, 9TOGH pa3paBHRBATH HX
H OTAeJSATh BOJIOKHZ, KOTOPHE XKEHIUWHK NMOTOM CKpPYYHBAJH H TpPS-
JIH KpenKHe HMTH. MHOXeCTBO TAKWX HHUTeHN, COeNHHEHHBIX BMeECTe,
06pa30BHBANH BEPEBKH, H3 KOTOPHX NOTOM BS3AJHCH CETH AJS PH-
6aJKH H JIOBAH XKHUBOTHHIX. JIyulllHe W3 HuTed, caMble TOHKHE, Ha-
TArMBAJHCh HAa AEPeBAHHHE DAMBL. 3aTeM JKEHIMHHB Jepenseratu
HX JpYTHMHM HMTRMH, H B Pe3yJbTATe MOAy4ajach TKaHk, TaK BOC-
xutHBas ApmyH. BeKope oHa oTKazanach OT CBOMX MEXOB H, Kak
Jpyrde XeHIUHD, NepeoResach B MATKYIO OZeXAy M3 BOJOKOH Xa-
paauca. ApMyH OHua CYacTAMBA CpelH CacKy, CUYaCTIHBEE, 9eM
Koraa-aubo npexne. Ee pefeHok noMxeH eyl BCKOpe POAHTHCH,
H OHa paZioBaJjiach, YTO XHBET B Telllle H YAOGCTRe, a He BCTPEUaeT
3UMy B XoJoZHO! manarke. Eff BOBCe He XOTeJOCh B CBOEM Tere-
pellHeM COCTOSTHHH NOJHHMATHCS HA 3aBaj H BO3BPAIIAThCs K caM-
Max y pexku. Ho 310 6n1a He rnasHast npuunra. OHa cyurana Ha-
JanoM CBOEH HacTosillefl XH3HM TOT MOMEHT, Koraa Keppukx Bnep-
BHle B3IVISSHYJ Ha Hee W He paccmesnjicst, CacKy ToXe He CMEeSJIHCh
Haj He#t, He 3aMevas ee Pa3ABOEHHOH Ty6Hl, a JHIIb BOCXHILAJIUCH
ee Koxell U CBeTIBIMH, KaK xapajuc, BoslocaMH. OHH [OBOPHIH, YTO
ee BOJIOCH MOuTH Tak xe Gennl, Kak u ee oAexawn. OHa YyBCTBO-
Basna cebs cpeaH HHX J0Ma, C' JerKOCTbIO TOBOpUJA Na HX f3BIKe,
HAYYHJACh MIPSCTL H TOTOBHTb €1y H3 PACTEHUH, KOTOPBIE OHH BH-
pamusanu. Jla, peGeHOK HOJKEH POLHUTHCS 3AECH.

Keppuk Omin JOBOJEH TeM, KAK CKAAABIBAJHCHL OOCTOATENBCTBA.
HdcToTa KaMeHHHX Nenlep, MATKOCTb TKAHOA OJeXJbl YCTPauBaju
ero ropasao SoJelle, geM NPOAyBAeMHE BETPOM MaJaTKd H KHIIEB-
M€ NapasuTamH Mexa. yKM3Hb Cpefy cacKy OblIa HEMHOTO €X0XKa
C AEeSATeNLHOH XKU3HBIO HANAH, XOTS OH He NMPOBOAMJ TAaKHX mapaJf-
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nenefi co3HaTenbHo. OH He XOTeJ AyMaTh 0§ HHJAHAX M THAJ 3TH
MBICJIH Npoub, KorAa OB OHH HH MNOABWIHCH. T'OPH M TNyCTHHHU
6raH nperpanofl — WiNaHE He cMOTYT HafiTH uUX 3Jeck. PoxneHnue
6yayuero pefenka cekyac GbJIO caMblM BaXKHBIM COOGBITHEM.
Cacky ke §oJbllle HHTEPECOBANO APYroe POXKAECHHE, BCE OHH TOJMb-
KO H roBopuan 06 sToM. MacrogoHTnxa Jlyxa TOXe roTOBHJECH
poxarh. D10 OB ee TJETBEPTHIRA TeJEHOK, MOITOMY M OH4 M caMMan
BOCIPHHEMAJNH TPEACTOSLIEE KAaK BroJsie ofbigHOe cofbITHE.
CoBcem HHaye JyManH cacKy. Keppuk Hauaj RORMMAaThb NPHYHIY
MOYTEHHs, KOTOPOe OHH HCIBITBIBAJH K MacToRoHTaM. OHH 3HAMM
0 MHpe MHOroe, 4ero He 3HAJH TaHy, OCOOEHHO O AyXaX XHBOTHHIX
H KaMHeH, 0 TOM, YTO HaxXOAHTCA 32 HeOOM, K&K BO3HHK MHp H Ka-
KOBO ero Gyaymee, ¥ HEX OHJAN cleuMaNbHble JIOAH, Ha3HBaeMHe
MaHAYKTOC, KOTOPHIE HHYEr0 He REJAJH H TONBKO AyMald Hal
3THMH BonpocaMu. CaHoHe OBlJI NepBBIM CpeiH HHX W YOpPaBJs
HMH, KaK MAHEYKTOC YIPaBJSAH OCTalNbHBIMH cacKy. Ero BJacTsb
HEMHOI'O HallOMHHaJ4 BJACTh 3ACTau Y HHJNAH, NO3TOMY KOrAa OH
nocsad 3a KeppukoM, ToT ¢pasy mpHlliea K HeMy B nelepy. CaHoHe
ceN Ha 3eMJ0 NoJ H3o0paXKeHHeM MaCTOJLOHTA H cAenad Keppuky
3HAK CECTb PAAOM.

~~ Bol nmpoman Sosbllioe paccTosHue, YTOOB NPHATH B 3Ty AOMH-
Hy, — CKa3aJ oH. — M BBl cpaXkaiuck ¢ Mypry, KOTOphle XOAST, KaK
JIO8A. MBl HEKOT/la He BEAEAH 3TUX MYPry, K TH JOJIKEH paccKa-
3aTh HAM O HHX.

KeppHk gacTo paccKa3biBasii UM 00 HiliaHax H cpasy MOHAMA, YTo
3TO TOXBKO NMPEAJOr, yTofH BHI2BaTh ero K cebe. CaHone colporan-
¢st, AyMas O 3J1¢, KOTOpOe NPHUHHANU KANaHHL.

— OHu y6HBalOT He TONBKO TaHy, HO M MACTOAOHTOB? — B ToJOCe
€ro 3ByyaJ] HeCKpPHBAEMHH YXKac.

— Jla, oHM ZenaioT 3TO.

— Tu y¥e 3Haellb HEMHOTO O HAlleM DOYTEHHAH K MacTOAOHTAM.
Barysinu na gaprusy nepeio Muoi. Ceiiwac 1 pacckaxy Tele, 1o-
yeMy 3TH CYLIeCcTBa MOJb3YIOTCR TAKMM yBakenueM. Jlas storo Th
JOJIXKeH 3HaTh, Kak oOpasoBajca mup. Hexoraa Kaanaiip corsopua
MHD, KOTOPHHA TH BHANHWEL cefigac. OH 3acTaBHJ PeKH TeYb, AOKAM
najaaTh, a ypoxai pactd. OH cO3Rana Bee 3TO, HO KOTJa OH 3aayman
co3faTh MHp, 6b1a nycthina, Toraa Kaaafip npespaTuiacs B Macro-
AOHTA, ¥ TaM, Fie MacTOAOHT-KOTOpHIH-6bli1-Kafafipom cTaBua CBOKO
HOTY, KAMHH paccTYNaJHCk H NOABJAAJHCH AOMHHH. X00OT MacTo-
IOHTa pa3bphI3rMBan BOAY, H peKH noGexanH MO 3eMJje, H3 ero
NaB03a BHIPOCJH TPABH, H MHpP cTaa naoiopoidbiM. Koraa Kaaahp
yllesa, MacTOAOHT OCTaJCs, YTOOLl Beerada HAalOMHHATB HaM, 4TO OH
ciesnan. Tenmepb Tbl NOHUMAEIIh, IOYeMY Mol TOKJIOHAEMCA MACTO-
JOHTY?

— Jla, nospmaro. §1 paj CAbIlIATh 9TO.

~— A MBl pajip, 4TO BHl NDHILNHU CcIOfla. Tl APHBEJ CI0fa JIOAeH,
KOTOpHIE OXPaHRIOT MACTOMLOHTOB, M 3a 3T0 MH OaarojapHbl Tebe.
Ipoloii HOUBIO Bce MaHAYKTOC COGpPalMCh M AQJrO TOBOPHAH 06
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3TOM, a MOTGM CMOTPeaH Ha 3Be3fbl.- Ha nefie BCNLIXHYJA OTOHb, H
3TO Npexn3HaMeHOBAHHe yKa3aJo HaM NyTh.
Bo BceM 3TOM 6BIIO CBOE CKpHITOE 3HaycHuE. M JlaBHO 3HAJH, 4TO
Kapafip npuBes clofla caMMaj, ¢ KakKoH-To LeNblO, K MpPOLIGH
HOYBKD 3Ta LEeJAb OTKPHJAACh HaM. MEl AOJXKHE CTaTh CBAAELTENAMH
POXKACHUS TEJEHKA MACTOMOHTA.
CaHoHe HakJOHHJACHA BHepeld H ¢ OOJNbIUHM HHTEPECOM CHPOCHI:
— MoXHo au npusecTH ciopa KopoBy? QueHb BaxHO, uTOOBl TeJe-
" HOK POAMJCHA 3Jlech, B IPHCYTCTBHH MaHAYKTOC, HO 51 HE MOLY CKa-
3aTb 3ayeM, 3TO TalHa, 0 KOTOPO#l MBI He AOJXKEBl ropophrte, Ho
KJIRRYCh, 4TO, pa3pelllus 310, TH NOJyuHIlb OoraTHi map. Moxeilb
Thl CACIATH 3707
— $1 mory ce#fuac ckasaTb «Ja», HO pelICHHE 3aBHCUT HE OT MEHs.
Pemare 6yner camMmajzap, KOTOpOMY TNpHHaZIeXHuT kopoea [yxa.
$1 TOTOBOPIO C HUM H CKaXy O BAXKHOCTH 3TOTO.
— Toraa uau K 3TOMy caMmagapy. 9 mouio ¢ 10608 MaHAYKTOC
¢ AapamH, yToOB Halla HCKPEHHOCTHb He BHI3HIBAJA COMHEHHS.
ApMyH cnana, Korjga oH BepHyJcs, H KeppHK ABHra’acsi THXO, 4TO-
6w He pas3byxutb ee. OH Hajesn Ha HOrd MOKACHHB! C TOJCTHIMU
nofomwsamMu M Boilen. Canowe xjaan BHu3y. C HuM GHAM HBOE
MaHAYKTOC, CrH0aBIINXCS DOX TAXKECTbIO MJETEHHX KOp3HH.
— Onu nofinyT ¢ To60#, — ckazan Canoune. — IloroBopus ¢ caMma-
2apOM, Thl CKaXKellb HM, €CJH Hally npochky YILOBJAETBOPST, ¥ OHU
no6eryT cola ¢ H3BECTHEM.
Keppuk Gpi1 pag ciayual ROpa3MAThCS: OH yKe AaBHO He OB
B Jlarepe. ¥ KaMeHHOro Gapbepa OH 3aMeTHJ, 4TO BOJA NOAHAJIACH
BEICOKO: B ZaJIeKHX JOJUHAX TAsaH CHera, MHHOBAB 3a/:uB, OK MO-
Wesl POBHBIM IIArOM, HO NOTOM OCTAHOBMJCS NOJOXAATH TSKEJO
HarpyXesHeX ManfAyktoc. CodHile MPHrpeBaso, H BeceHHHEe JIOXIU
BEPHYJH TpaBe 3ejeHHH UBeT. ['0ay6ble NBETH MOKPHIBANU CK/IOHBI
xoAmMoB. Keppuk copan aaunutiii creGesb TPaBR H CTaJ KEBaTh
ero, NOJKUAAS MaHAYKTOC. _
IToToM oHM noWNH janblle, yepe3 HeGONBUIYIO POMY H JYr, FAe
or Bnepsrie BeTpeThics ¢ Canone. OtTyaa yXe GbJIO BHAHO PeKy
H Jlareps’ pRaoM ¢ Hem.
On 6Bl mycT,
Cammaa yung.

22

Keppek Ontn yaHBJIEH M JAaxKe HEMHOro OBGECNOKOEH OTCYTCTBHEM
caMMaj, HO Ha MaHAYKTOC 3TO {IPOH3BeJO OLIeJOMIAIONee BHREYaT-
JeHHe, YaB Ha KOJEHH, OHH XKaJo0Ho sanpHuurasin. VX HecuacTse
OBJI0 TAaK BENHKO, MTO OHM He oOpartwiu BHAMaHus Ha Kepphka,
KOTZa OH 3arOBOPHJ, H eMy IPHINJIOCh TONKHYTh HX.

— Mui Hadinem ux. OHH He MOMVIH YHTH AaJexo.
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— MoxeT, oHH BoOOLIe H3uYe3NMu ¢ 3TOH 3eMaAW, a MACTOROHTH
YMEpJMH, ~— NPOCTOHAN OJUH K3 MaHAYKTOC.

— Huuero nogo6Horo. CaMMajz TaHy He NPHBA3AHEL K OAHOMY
MECTY, KaK CacKy. ¥ HHX HeT MNojel W XaMeNHHWX XKWJHDL, OHH
JOJKHH ABHraThCsl B NOHCKAX NOHINYM, HCKaTh MecTa C Xopoued
oxotoli. B 3TOM narepe OHH NIPOBEJNH BCIO 3HMY H HE MOIVIH YHTH
NaneKo, HHaue HaULM Obl MERS B NpeldyNpefuH.

Kak Bcerza, nyTh, KaKUM LK caMMaj, Obla Xopouro Bufed. CHa-
gajsa rayGoKHe KOJEH BeNH K CeBepy, 3aTeM MOBOPAUHBAJIM HA 3a-
nag K Hu3kuM xoamam. OHH NpOILJMH IO HHM COBCEM HEMHOrO, H
Keppuk yBHAen TOHKHE CTPYAKH JIBIMA, NOJHUMABIIKECS BNEPEAH.
Cnensl nmoBopaunsann ofpaTHO K peKe, K MeCTy, rlle BHCOKUK Oe-
per G paspyllleH H PYXHYJA, NO3BOJNAA CHycKaThes K Bode. Mau-
JAYKTOC, HEZABHHH CTPAX KOTOPHX CMewajcs ¢ Bo3byxjieHueMm NpH
BHJE MacTOZOHTOB, 3aTOPONUJANCH BRepel. 3aMeTus HX NpHOIuXe-
HHE, ZIeTH rpoMKo 3akpuuaau. Illupoko warasi, Xepuaax Bulllies
IPHBETCTBOBATH TOCTeH U YAEIGHYACA Oeqolt onexze Keppuka.

— Moxker, 370 Jyyule Mexa, HO 3MMOH TH 3aMep3Hellb. [loiaeM
CSIAEM C HaMM, 3aKypuMm TpyOKy, H TH pacCKaxellb MHE, YTO IPOMC-
XOMHUT B JIONHHE,

— Xopomo, HO cHauaia nowad 3a Copau. ITH cacKy NpPUHECTH
eMy moJapok H npockly.

Copau no3Bajy, H OH AQBOJIBHO YJABIOHYJCH, YBHIAEB NedeHHE Je-
MeliKd M3 MOMNOTONO 3€PHA, CBEXHe CJafAKHe KOPHH H TaKoe pPex-
Koe JaKOMCTBO, Kak Men. Manaykroc, o3aboueHno na6iniaasluue,
KaK OH paccMaTpHBaJ  COAEPXKHMOE KOP3HH, ofneriyeHHo B3JA0X-
HyJH.

— 3Dr1o Xopomas ejxa nocjie 3uMe. Ho nouemy onu NpHHeCHH 3TH
nojapku Mmoeil caMmazn?

— § obbsacHio Tebe, —ckazan Keppuk. — Ho TH He fosikeH jpaxe
yABIGATBCS TOMY, 9TO §I CKaXy, BeAb AR HUX 3TO OUCHb CEPLE3HBIH
Bonpoc. TH 3Haelllb, KAaK OHH YBaXaloT MACTOLOHTOBR?

— Ha. Sl He mOH¥WMAl0 MOYEMY, BEpPOATHO, ¥ HHX ecTh AJsA 3TOr0
cepbe3Hble OCHOBAHHUA.

— 3to Kpafie BaxHo. [ymalo, He 6yAb MacTOAOHTOB, OHH He
cranu 6l Ham noMorath. A ceffyac y HHX ecTh mpocbfa. Owu mpo-
CAT TBOETO paspellleHHA NMPHBeCTH KopoBY Myxy B AoamRy, uTOOH
Tenenok poauacs tam, OHM 0BellaloT KOPMHTH €€ H CTPHYb, NOKA
OHa He POAMT. TH corjaceH?

— Omnx XoTAT ocTaBUTh ee? 51 He NO3BOMIO HM ITOTO.

— Ja ner, He OCTaBUTbL €€, a AOXKJATHCA POXKICHHS TEJEHKA,

— Torna a coraaces. HeraxkHo, rjie poauTcs TENEHOK.

Copan MeAJIeHHO NOBEPHYJCS K MAaHAYKTOC U MOAHSI PYKH Jago-
HAMH BBEpX.

— Bce 6yner, kak Bar mpocute., §1 cam npumepy tyaa Hyxy. Ce-
rofHA Xe.

Keppuk neperen ero ¢JIOBA HAa cacKy, H MAHAYKTOC HH3KO IOKJO-
HHUJHCh €MY.
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— Tlo6narogapk »TOro caMMazgapa,— CKasan CTAPUIHA. U3 HHX. —
CKaxu eMy, uTo Halla 6iarofapHocTh Gesrpannyna. A cefiyac MBI
JIOAXKHBL €PeRaTh €ro CJA0BA HAUIUM.

Copny B3radHyJ Ha HX YAaJsSIOHHEcH CIHHE M NOKAYaJ TOJOBOH,
— $1 He MOHHMAIO 3TOTO H A4Xe He NbTalCh. ByjleM ecTh WX MHILY
u He 6yneM 3ajaBaTb BONPOCGB.

[Torom 6bl1 nHp, U BCe caAMMAJ pa3FeuJid CBexkyio nuiny. KeppHk,
KOTOPHIH €] 3T0 BCIO 3HMY, ceHyac He HPHTPOHYJCS K Heil, HO Bhl-
Gpaq 6OABLION KYCOK XecTKoro Komyeroro msaca. flocse oKoHganus
NHpa OXOTHHKH 3aKYpPUAH TPYOKY, MyCTHIH ee Ro Kpyry, u Keppuk,
KOTAa OHa AOlLLJa AC Hero, ¢ y/AOBOJLCTBHEM 3aTSHYJXCH,

— 3710 MecTo ayulle, yem GENO NpeXcae? — CHpOCHI OH.

— CeHuac — na, — ckasan Xepunax. — [TacTOHma A8 HHBOTHBIX
3Aech Jyullle, HO OX0Ta Takas Xe uaoxasd. Urofwl HalTH AuYb,
HYXXHO MATH JAasIeKO B TODH, a4 3TO OMNACHO, BeAb TaM OXOTATCA
TeMHEBIe TaHy.

— Urto noaesnaemin. Oxora moxer OblTh NAOXOH, HO 3AeCh BCKO
HYXHYIO THIY MBI IIOJYUYHM OT Cacky.

— 3TO XOpoUI0 GAHY 3¥MY, li0 Ile BCIO XKH3Hb. TaHY JKHBYT OXO-
TOH, a He fNojassHHeM. Xopowasd 0X0Ta MOXKeT OBITh HA 0re, HO Ha
OYyTH TyAa MH BCTPETHJAH TroJble u Oe3BOAHBE XOJMBEI, KOTOpHE
TPYAHO NpeoAoJieThb, H BCE XKe Mbl MONKITAEMCH.

— $I roBopun ¢ cacky o6 atux xonmax. Tam ecTb HJOJHHBI, rie
0X0Ta XOpolua, HO Kapry — TaK OHH HAa3BbIBAIOT TEMHOKOMHX — yXKe
TaM. 3HAYHT, 3TOT TyTh AJS HAC 3aKPHT. A Ha 3amaj BH 3aris-
DHBaNM? -

— OzpaxAp MB MK AATH JHEH [0 MeCKaM, a NOTOM MOBEPHYIH
obpaTtHo. IlycTHHA mpoRoMKanack W Aajelle, H B HEd HHUErQ He
poCJo, KpOMe KQJIOUHX DACTeHUH.

— 06 sTOM A TOXKE NMOCOBETYIOCh ¢ cacKy. OHu TrOBOPAT, UTO MO TY
CTOPOHY, eclii o Hee go0paThesd, ecTh Jeca. § aymalo, oM MOryT
3HATh QOpOry uepe3 NyCTHRIO.

— Cnpocu X 06 sToM. Ecinm MBI cMOXeM mepecesb MYCTHIHIO U
HalTH MecTo ¢ Xxopolleif oxoToll W §e3 Mypry, MHp CHOBA CTAHET
TaKMM, KakuMm OB A0 NpPUXOJa XONOAA H MYpIY. — XepHaak He-
BHASLIUM B3rJISIAOM YCTABHJCH HA 3aTYXAIOMIHH OI'OHb.

— He nymait o nux,—ckasaa Keppuk.— Ouu we wualiayr nac
3/1€eCh.

— $1 He Mory 3alHTh TOro, uT¢ GblIO. MHE CcHHTCS, UTO S HAY
BMECTe cO CBOCH caMMaj, BHXY HX, CJBIY roJ0Ca OXOTHUKOB,
MEKIIHH, AeTCH H PeB OrPOMHHX MACTOJQHTOB, TAHYIINX BOJOKYINH.
Mnl cMeemcs M eaum cBexxee Maco. IlotoMm st npocwnaloch, ¥ BCHO-
MBHAI0, 4TO BCE OHH MEDPTBEHI, HX IOJbBe KOCTH 3aHOCHT HAa RAJIEKOM
6epery nuab, [Tocae aTux cHOB caMMall, B KOTOPBIX MBI XKHBeM, Ka-
KYTCA MHe YYXXHUMH, U f XOUy YHTH OT HHX nofanpme. Mue xouercs
BEPHYTBCH Ha BOCTOK, Nepeceyb TOpH, HAHTH Mypry H YyOHTH,
CKONBKO CcMOry, mpexnc uem morufHy cam. Moxer, noche atoro
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MOH Ayx ofperer MOKOH CPeAH 3Be3f M GoMb BOCTOMUHAHHI KOH-
YHTCS, '

Kynakp oxoTHEKa cXaJjuch, KeppHK noHUMaJ €ro HeHaBHCTb
K uitiagaM, HO ceifluac ¢ ApMYH K peGeHKOM, KOTOPHH A0NXKeH Obli
POAMTBCH, XKH3HD CPeAu cacKy Onaa npefenoM ero Meutanuit. Ox
He 3a0blJ HIJIAH, HO OHH ORUJIH B ODPOLLIOM, a €My XOTeJOCh XHTh
HaCTORILHM. :

— [lofinem BMecTe ¢ cacKy,— ckasan Keppuk.— IloroBopum
¢ MaHaykroc. OHM HaBepHAKa 3HAIOT, €CTb JH Jopora uepes. my-
cTHHI0O. Ecay caMmag yAayT Tyaa, M Gyaem umeTh 3a cooki ABOi-
HYIO 3alIHTY — H3 NYCTHHM H rop. Mypry HHKorla He NpeoAoJerT
€ro, 0 HUX MOXHO OyAeT 3a6bITh.

— Xopowo 6u. Huuero apyroro s He X0Uy Tak CHJbHO, Kak BHOpO-
CHTh MX M3 cBoeH namATH. [la, HaM HYXKHO MAOHTH ¥ MOrOBOPHTH
C HHMH. :

XepHjiak He OZOGPAN TeX OXOTHUKOB, KOTOPHIE CMES/IUCh HaJ Cacky,
CHJIBHHMHA MYXKYHHAMH, paGoTaBIIMMH HAa CBOMX NOJAAX H KOMABUIH-
MHCSl B Ips3H, NOJOOHO KEHUIMHAM, BMECTO TOr0 YTOOH BHICJEHKH-
BaTh AWYb, K4K [PHCT2J0 HACTOMIUHM OXOTHHKaM. Daaropaps
MUINe, NOCTABJAAEMOH CacKy, Bce CaMMaj, NpOXKHJIH 3HMY XOpPOLIO.
Korpa Keppuk pacckasan XepuiakKy, KaK BhIPAIMBAIOT H COGH-
. PalOT pacTeHHs, OH BHCJYUIaJ ero ¢ OOJbIIHM BHUMAaHWEM.

OH yBHZeJ, KaK CYII4T Taraco ¢ KHCTEOOPA3HLIMK KeJTHIMH KO-
JIOCbAMH HA JJIMHEBIX CTeOJIsIX, a 3aTeM Pas3BeIUHBAlOT HA AepeBsiH-
HbIX paMax. KphicH ¥ MHIUM JKHpeaM Ka ITHX 3anacax, H 4ToGH
H30aBUTLCE OT HHX, CACKy HCIOJb30BAIM GaHCeMHHJJ, YMEHbLIaB-
IIUX HX KOJHYeCTBO. ATH 'ajKue AJHHHOJIOCHE CYIIecTBa, MHOTHE
C JeTeHblaMH, CHAALNIHMH Ha MAaTePHHCKHX CIHHaX, OOXBATHB
TOHKMMH XBOCTHKaMM MAaTEePHHCKHe XBOCTH, BHIC/IEXHBAJAH B TeM-
HOTe IPHI3YHOB, YOHBAJH U NOeJAAH HX.

OnH OCTaHOBHJHCH MOCMOTPETh HA 3KEHUIMH, KOTOpHE H3BAEKANK
CyXHe 3eDHA U3 KOJOChEB, a4 3aTeM Pa3MajblBalH HX MeXAy RByMs
KaMHAMH. MyKy cMelUuBaJd ¢ BOJAOH, NOTOM HarpeBaj# Ha OrHe.
XepHnak chbea HECKONBKO JeNelleK, KOTOpHe ellle OOKHUrald emy
najblel, Makas HX B MeJ H OCTPHH Nepell, BhI3KBABUINE CJE3bI
yAOBOJABCTBHSA Ha €ro Iyasax.

~— 270 XOpollasg ela,— CKa3al OH.

— U Bcerna obunbnas. OHY BHICAXKHBAIOT PACTEHHSA, COOHPAIOT H
3anacaloT.

— Jla, HO NpU 3TOM OHM 3aBHCST OT CBOUX 3eJleHBIX NOJEH TaK xKe,
Kak moas 3aBHCAT OT HHX. OHM JOJXKHE IOCTOSIHHO OCTaBaTheA
Ha ONHOM MECTE, a 3TO He KaXaoMy no ayme. Ecau 9 He mory
CBEDHYTb CBOI0 NafaTKy H YHATH OTCIOAAa, XH3Hb HHuYero He Oyner
CTOHTb AJid MeHS.

— Ouu, n0aXHO HThb, AyManT 0 Tebe Tak XKe. Onu cKygaau O,
BO3BpalllasAch MO BeyepaM K OJHOMY H TOMY XK€ KOCTpY H He BHAA
10 YTPaM CBOHX NOJel.

Xepunak 3agyMaJcsl H COrJIaCHO KHBHYJ.
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- — Hda. 310 soamoxuo. Th, Keppuk, eaMHCTBEHHBI, KTO MOXeT
B3rJISIHYTH HA 9T0 C PA3HBIX TOYEK 3peHHA. IDTO NOTOMY, 9TO BCe
3TH TOAB! THl XXHJ CPeJAU MYpry.

B st0oT MOMeEHT KTO-TO mo3Baa Keppuka no umenu, u XepHJak 3a-
Monyad, Onna H3 MeHWUH cacKy TOPORKAACh K HUM, IPOH3HTEJBHO
Kpuua. Keppuk ¢ 6ecmoKOHCTBOM NIOCMOTpPes HA Hee.

— PeGerox poauica, — Aorajajaca oH U nobexan, a Xepuaax He-
TOPOIJIHBO OTHPABHACA 32 HHM.

[Tocnennee BpeMsi ApMyH KaXAHfi ZeHb UJaKaJa ¥ BCE €€ NPeX-
HHe CTpaxy BepHYAHChb. PebeHox Oyaer neBoukod u OyAer mnoxo- -
JAHTb HA Hee, 30AyHT, Bce OyAYT CMeATbCs: M TIpe3HpaTh €ro, Kak
KorAa-To ee, KeppHK HEKAaK He MOT YCHOKOHTBE ApPMYH H 4YBCTBO-
_ BaJs, 4TO 3TH YepHHIE MBICAH HCUE3HYT TOJNBKO C POXAEHHEeM pebeH-
Ka. JKeHILHHH 3Aech GHJIH HCKYCHH B 9THX JeJaX, H OH'HCKpeHHe
HaAesIcsl Ha HHX, MOJAHHMAACk Mo 6peBHy B KOMHATY.

OauH ee BarJIAA CKa3aJ €My, UTO BCe XOPOILOQ.

'— CMoTpH, — cKasaJa OHa, pasBopauHBasi 0eNyld TKaHb, — MaJb-
YUK BO BCEM NOXOX Ha CBOEro OTlLA. Tako# Ke KpacHBHIM H CHJIb-
HBIH. ' : .

Tasas HA CMOPINMEHHOrO, JKICOTO W KpPacHOro MJaajeHua, Keppuk
HE 3aMeTHJ HHKaKOro CXOACTBA ¢ c000H, HO OBl AOCTATOYHO YMeEH,
1TOOBl OCTABHTBL 3TO MHeHHe npH cebe.

— Kak Mu HazoBeM ero? — cnpocHna ApmyH. .

— Cefiyac MOXHO Kak YrojHo. MH ZaguM eMy HMA OXOTHHKA,
KOTJa OH BHPACTET. :

— Torzaa nasoseM ero ApHBHT. §] Xouy, uTo0bl OH GBI CHJEH, KaK
3Ta NTHNA, TaK e KPacHB U CBOGOMEH.

— Xopoluee M, — coraacuics Keppuk.-— ADHBHT ellle H OTJIHY-
HH OXOTHHK C NpPEKpacHHIM 3peHHeM. TOJIBKO OH MOMET IapuTh
B BO3AyXe, a IOTOM YNacThb BHH3 M CXBATHTb CBOK A06LIYY. ApHBHT
CTAHeT BEJNMKMM OXOTHHKOM, €CJM HAuHeT XHTb ¢ TaKHUM HMe-
HeM.

Koraa Keppux okaukHysa Xepuiaxa, TOT JIeTKO NOAHSJCS N0 Gpes-
Hy B KomHaTy. Bofixa BHYyTph, OH yBHAE], 4TO ApPMYH BO3HTCH
¢ peOeHKOM, OKpYXeHHAR PYNHOH BOCXHILEHHBIX MKEHUIHH, KOTO-
pHe NpPHHECJH ed noecTh, KYBIIMH BOAB U BOOOUle BCe, 4TO Tpe-
BoBajioch. XepHaak oL0GPHTENbHO KHBHYII. ~

— 3710 6yHmer BEJHKHA OXOTHHK, — CKa3al OH.— CMOTDH, KakKue
y Hero KpenkHe pyKH.

XepuaKy Bce BOKPYr OYeHb NOHPABHJIOCh. B IHHSHBIX ropwkax
XpaHUJHCh NHILA H BOAA, Ha ITOJY JI€XKaJH NJieTelble MaThl H MSAr-
Kas TKaHb, [loa KoHew KeppHK CHAN ¢ ycTyna pe3Hoit HepeBsHHHIH
AlMYEK U TlepeAal ero Xepuaaxy.

— 3Aech cacKy XpaHSIT OJMH W3 CBOMX ceKperoB. Cefiuac s mo-
Kaxy Te6e ero. C 3THM TeGe He HYXHO OYAeT CBEpJHUTb AEDERQ HJH
HOCHTb OTOHB ¢ cofoH.

Xepuaax yAHBJIEHHO cMOTpeJ, Kak KeppHK B3sJ H3 SLIHYKA KYCOK
TEMHOTO KaMHs, 3aTe€M JOoCTal ApYroi, NOJHPOBaHHHM, ¢ Liapand-

270



HamH Ha ero nosepxHocTH. Hacmnas nepea cofoff menoTky Herep-
TOTO JepeBa, OH OBICTPO YAApPHJ OJXHHM KaMmHeM no Apyromy. [lo-
CHOAJHC, HCKpel. Temeps 0CTaBaJOCh TOABKO {OAYTh, YTOOH
BCHHIXHYA0 mnaMsi. Xepusnak B3sJ KaMHH 3 pyk Keppuka H yaHB-
JEHHO OCMOTpeJ HX.

— B 3ToM KaMmHe 3alepT OrOHb,— CKas3aJ OH,— a BTOPOH KaMeHb
ocBO0OKAAeT ero. ¥ cacKy AEACTBHTEJNbHO €CTh CTPaHHMIe ¥ MOTY-
HEeCTBEHHBIE CeKpPeTHl.

KeppHK OCTOPOXKHO NOCTABHJ AIMYEK HA MecTo, a XepHiaK 1o/0-
el K Kpaio M CTaJ CMOTPeTb Ha cyerty BHH3Y. [Torom. mompocha
Keppska pacckasatb O TOM, YTO TaM IPOHCXOAHJO. BHUMATENbHO
BHCAYLIAB PaccKas O NMPsAeHHH M TKAaYecTBe, OH yKa3aJ Ha JAHM:-
IHecs NeyH, B KOTOPHIX OOXKHIraJMCh ropuikd, Keppuk obbacuun
XepuJaky, uTo TaKoe IVIHHA H KaKue BEellH MOXHO M3 Hee AeJAThb,
XepHaak 3aMeTHJ ero YBAEUEHHOCTh M CYaCThe.

— Tul ocTaewscsi 3€Chb? — CHPOCHJ OH.

Keppuk noxan njeyamy.

— 3Toro 4 emle He 3Haw. JIAs MeHS DPHBHYHO XHKTb B 110J0GHOM
MecTe, BeAb 5 MHOTHE TOABl NpOBes B ropole H#naH. 31ech Her
roJiofa ¥ 3UMH TellJible.

— TBo# celH GYJET XONAThCA B 3eMlle, KaK XKeEUIUHa, BMECTO TOro,
q9ro0H OpeciieoBaTh oJeHed.

— Ot0 coBceM He ofsAsarenbHO. CacKy OXOTATCSA HA OJeHed H o
CBOMM KOIIbeMeTaTeNeM JIeJaloT 3TO OUeHb XOpoulo.

Xepunak GoJplle He TOBOPHA 06 3TOM, HO O €ro BHYTPEHHEM CO-
CTOSIHHH MOXHO OBUIO ZOrajathCsi MO BHpaXKeHHIO JELa. Bce 370
GLIIO OYeHbL HWHTEPECHO H- JOCTATOUHO XOPOMIO AJR POAMBIUHXCS
3AeCh, HO He iLIIO HH B KaKoe CPaBHEHHE ¢ XKH3HBIO 0XOTHHKA. Kep-
PHK He cTa] cnopHTk ¢ HEM. OH cMoTpen Ha Xepuaaka M Ha cacky,
POIOIIMXCA B 3eMJe, H HOHHMAaJ BCeX —KaK KOIAa-To HOHHMaJ
piinad. He BnepBrle YYBCTBOBAJM OH Ce0H BBIOPOIUEHHAIM H3 KH3-
HH — He OXOTHHK M He 3eMJefesell, He 4ejoBeK u He Mapar. Ouu
BepHyJHch o6parno. Keppuk B3rsstHysn Ha ApMYH, AepXKaBllylo HX
CHHA, H NOHAJ, YTC €ro AOM 3Jech, B 3TOH MaJeHbKOH CaMMajg M3
Tpex uejoBeK. ORHa M3 XKeHIUH NOAOLIIA K HeMy M 3aluemn-
Taja:

— IlpHies MaHAYKTOC M XOYET FOBOPHTH C TOGOM.

MasaykToc cTosa y Kpas ¥ ApoxaJ OT Bo36yXAeHHs.

~- Bce 6b0, Kak ckazay CaHone. MacTOAOHT POAMJICH — KaK H
TBOH CHH. CaHOHe XOgYeT NOroBOPUTH ¢ TOGOM.

— HUnu x nemy. Cxaxu, uto s npury ¢ Xepuiakom.— OH nobep-
HyJcA K OXOTHHMKY. — Cefivac Mm ysnaem, gero xoger CaHome, 10-
TOM TIOrOBOPHM C MAHAYKTOC, H, ecad AeHCTBHTEJNBHO €CTh AOPOra
yepes NYCTHHIO Ha 3alajl, OHK PACCKAXKYT HAM O HeH.

Keppux suan, rae uckath CaHOHe B 3T0 Bpems Aus. JIyym yTpeH-
HEro COJHLA IONajajH B Iellepy B OCHOBaHMH yTeca, oOCBellas
KapTEHH Ha KaMenHolt crene, Ilopo6no ®paxeny, CaHore 3Han
MHOXKECTBO Bellleli ¥ MOr FOBOPHTb O HHX C BOCXOZa COJHIUA JO
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HogHOH TeMHOTH. Ho CaHOHe Aequics CBOMMM 3HARHAMHU ¢ APY-
TMMH MaHAYKTOC, KaK NpaBHJ0 GoJsiee MoaoAmMd. OH nea, a oHH
NOBTOPSJIH, YTO OH TOBOPHMJ, H 3ay4HBaJH ero cJoea. KeppHKy
O6nIc paspellieHO CAYWATh, M 3To OHJO BecbMa IOYETHO, Befb
0o0HYHO TOJBKO JAPYrde MaHAYKTOC MOIVIH HAXOAHTbCS B mellepe.
Koraa oun monpomxd Oamxe, Keppuk yBuAea, uto CaHOHe CHAHT,
CKPeCTHB HOTH NOA n300pakeHHeM OrpOMHOrc MacTOLOHTA H, INMAAs
Ha HEro, YTo-T0 MOBOPHT, a TPOE MOJOABIX MaHAYKTOC BHUMATEJBHO
CAYLIAIOT ero.
— Tlomoxkaem, moka oH KOH4YMT, — ckazaa Keppuk.— OH roBopuT
M o Kapaiipe.
~— A yTo 310 Takoe? :
— He wro, a k10. OHH He 3RA0T, YTO TAHY CO3Jaf DpMaHnagap
H3 peuitoro Haa. Bmecto aToro onu pepAT B8 Kazadpa, KOTOpHIH
B ofipase MacTOJOHTOB XOAHT IO 3eMJje, OH GBI Tax OAHHOK, YTO
HauaJsl TOHATh HOTAaMH, OTYEro pacKoJIOJNHCh YepHEe KaMHH # I0-
SIBUJICH NIEPBHH CaCKy.
— OHHU BepAT B 3TO?
— Ha, ¥ oYeHb CHJBHO. DTO HMEET AJIs HUX OOJbLIOE 3HAYEHHE.
Onu 3HalOT MROTHX JAPYrHX AYXOB, HanpHMep KaMHell ¥ BOAH, HO
BCce OHU OBIIH cozflan Kaaaiipom. Bee no ojHOro.
— Tenepp 5 NMOHHMaw, AOUEMY OHH NPHBETCTBOBAJH HAC 3J€Ch H
Rajgu Ham nUIy.— Mbl DpuBeaH ciofia MacToloHToB. Ecth y HHX
XOTb OJMH CBOi?
— Her, oHH 3HAZM 0 HUX TOABKO K3 KapTHE H BEPAT, YTO MHI
NpUBENH HX Cl0Ofla N0 KakoH-To BaxHOfl mpHumse. Cefiyac, Koraa
TeJICHOK DPORWJICS, OHH MOFYT NOHATH 3T0. Hy BOT, MONOABIE yXOAMT,
1 MB MOXeM Norosoputb ¢ CaHoHe.
CanoHe BHIIEN BNepeA, NPUBETCTBYSA HX H JOBOJBHO YAHGasCh.
— Tenenox macToaoHTa poamacs, TH yXe 3HaelWlb 310? U MHe
cKasaJld, 4To PORMJACS TBOH CHIH. 3TO OYeHb BaxHo, — On 3axoJe-
Sasca. — Bul yx HasBaau ero?
~ Jla. My Hazsanu ero ApDHBHT, uTo Ha HALIEM f3kIKe 3HAYHT
sacTped.

Canone nomoauan, NOTOM CKJOHHJ roioBy HaGoK R CcKazau:
— Ectb npuunna, noyemMy OHH DOAMJIHCH B OLHH M TOT e JeHb,
KaK €CThb NPHYHHH ¥ BCEro NPOHCXOASIIErO B 3TOM MHpe. Thl NpH-
BeJI C10/1a MaCTOAOHTA, H ¥ 3T0ro Obia npu4uHa. TBo# CHIH pPOAHJCA
B TOT e [EeHb, UTO H TEJAEHOK, H Yy 3TOro Toxe OHJa IPHYHHA.
To wassaa ero ApHBHT, W XOpOIIQ 3HAEWIL NPHYHHY 3TOro. 3TO
Hama npoce6a. ME XOTHM,' YTOGBl HM#A TBOEro ChH2 GBJIO AAHO
H TeJeHKY. 3T0 O4Y€Hb BAaXHO AAf Hac. Paspeinut a¥ cammanap
clenarb aTo?
KeppHK Oes yanGKku BCTpeTHN 3Ty npockOy, OH 3HAJ, KaK Cepbe3Ho
CaHoxe u Bce ocTa/lbHEE OTHOCATCH K CBOEHl Bepe.
— $1 yBepen, 4To caMMaZzap COFJACHTCH Ha 3TO.
— Mul nousieM eMy KaK MOXHO §oJblle NOAAPKOB, UTOGH yOeANTh
BHIOJHHTL Hally mpochBy.
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— On coraacurcs. A ceftuac a2 Toke X0ay nonpocuts Tebs. 31O
XepHaak, BOGHHHMA BOXJAb JIoJeil BaJHCKHCA.

— CkaxHu, 4T0 MH NPHBETCTBYEM €ro 37ech W CJAaBHM nobeny,
NPHBEAIIYIO HAM MacTOROHTOB. MH 3Haa# o ero npuxoge. Ckopo
coGepyTca MAaHAYKTOC, H MH BHIIbeM NOPPO, CACAAHHONO CIeLHab-
HO AJs 3TOrQe coOHTHA.

Xepuaak yausuics, korZa KeppHK nepeees eMy CAOBa CTapHKa.
— Ouu 3Ha4H, yTO a2 NPHAY? Kak 310 MOXKeT OHTh?

— He 3ualo, Kak QHH AeJIAlOT 5TO, HO 3HA0, YTO OHH TpeACcKa3nl-
BatoT Oyaymee ropasgo ayyme Ppakesa. §l ewre MHOroro He IO-
HUMAIO B X IOCTYIKAXx.

ManaykToc COGUPaNUCh MOM9a, NpUHOCA ¢ cofoll Goapliye 3aKpH-
Thie ropuiks. ORH GBUIH HCKYCHO CAJIAHB!, H HAa MOBEPXHOCTH KaX-
Aoro OBl BBIKXEH YepHHH MacToloHT. [luTheBHe wamu OHUIK
yKpalleHbl TOyHO TaK e, CaHOHe JHYHO HANOJHHJ KaXAyi damy
HEHHCTOH KOPHUHEBOH XKUAKOCTbIO, NepelaB NepByl H3 HEX Xepi-
naxy. KeppHk cienas MajeHbKHH TJIQTOK M HauWlea, 9TO NMOPPO Iop-
YHT, HO B TO XK€ BpeMf yAUBHTeJbHO NnpusTed. OH KAaRHO NPOIIO-
THJ OCTATOK, KaK 370 CHeNajd APYTHe, H Yalld TYT Xe HaINOJHHAM
CHOBaA. :

Ouenp CKOpPO TrojioBa €ro HauaJa KPYXHThCA H CTala CTPaHHO
qaerkoi. Ilo poaOyxaennio Xepunaxa KeppHK NMOHAJ, 9TO TOT HCIIBI-
TBIBAET TO 2Ke caMmoe,

— 310 Bopa Kazatipa,—ckaszaa Cauone — Kagmafip npuxozur
K HaM yepe3 Hee, a H306paXKeHHs ero CJaeAAT H CJAyIIaloT.

Keppuk nocremeHHo HaudHaJ NOHHMaTh, ute Kagafip Moryu, Goaee
MOTY4Y, 9€M OH Npeanosaras.

— Kapuaiip npusen ciofa Jl0Ae#l BaJUCKHCA, YTO BCEM HAM H3BECT-
Ho. O/lHOBPEMEHHO ¢ TeJleHKOM poauacs pebeHok Keppuka. Ceiimac
BOXKIb JloJell BaJHCKHCA NPHINeJ] K HaM B NMOUCKAax myTelt Ha sanmaj
Yepe3 MyCTHIHIO.

Korpa Keppuk nepeBea 3to Xepuiaky, raa3a TOTO PacHIHpHANCH
OT CTpaxa. JTH JIOAH MOIJIKH uHTaTh Gyaymee. Ilogoxpap, Koraa
Keppuk nepesener sce Xepunaky, CaHoHe NPOAOJIKAN:

— JlioAn BaNHCKHCAa HOKHHYT Hac, HOO MX AeJo CHARJNAHO: BONJO-
menue Kagalipa Ha 3eMiie 3fech. TesleHOK ADHBHT 3AeChb H OCTa-
_Heres ¢ Hamu, Tak Gyner.

Xepunak npuasa 370 Ges Bonpoco. Tenepsr oH Bepua, uto CaHoHe
MOXeT BHIAeTb OyAyllee W TO, YTO OH TFOBOPHT, AOJXKHO NPOH3OHTH.
lonosokpyxenne Keppuka npomso, # OH Hajesiacs, gro Copau
OTHECETCH K MOoTepe TeJeHKa TaK 3Ke CHOKOMHO. JTo GHaa Xopo-
Ias cAesIKa 3a WHULY Ha BCIO 3HMY.

CaHOHe yKasaJ Ha MOJIOJOr0 MaHAYKTOC H MOAO3BAN €ro.

— 3710 MacKaBHHO, KOTODHI NOMOXKeT BaM HaHTH JNOpOry uepes
nyCTHHIO. §1 OTKpOIO eMy ceKpeT BOAHHX OaccefiHOB B NYCTHIRE, K
OH 3aNOMHHT 270. §I pacckaxy eMy O 3HaKaX, Ha KOTOphle HYXHO
obpaliarh BHHMaHHe, H OH 3aNOMHHKT 3T70. HHKTO ellle He mepecexas
NyCTHEIO, HO A0POTa Tylda ecTb.
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CammMag yuayt, nousa KeppHk, HO JOAXEH JiU OH HATH ¢ HHMH?
Oas wux peuleHue OHJIO JerkKHM, AAs Hero — HeT. Kakum Oyaer
ero Gyayniee?

Ero gamy cHOBa Hamo/JHHJAM NOPPO, OH CXBATHJ ee H MAAHO OCy-
LIHJ.

23

3ro 6maa posuHa cacky. IlIupokas u Goratas LOJHHA, KOTOpas
TAHyJach MeXAY 3alUUTHBIMH KaMeHHBIMH CTeHaMM, BBICOKUMH
4 HenpeonoanMumMH, CHauana 3fech GHJ TOABKO KaMedb, KOTOPHH
noroM no sose Kamahpa paccrynmuics B pasHble cTopopbl. Hernu
BEPHJ B 3T0, Beflb JOKA3aTeJbCcTBA OBLIM Yy HeErc nepej IVIasaMu,
Kro, kpome Kapafipa, MOr uMeTb Takyio CHAY, yTOOHl pa3pesaThb
KaMeHb, KaK MATKHH #HA? Pascpsas KamuH, Kaja#p npoaoxusa mno
JAHY ROJHHB DYCJO PEKH K HAjOJHHJ ero csexell Bomo#. Bee 210
6uJ0 sicHo. HeHHH cujien B TeHH y Kpasi H AyMaJ O TOM, YTO YCJbl-
wan or Canone. Muicau, NoZo6HHE 5THM, IPHXOJHAH €MY B TOJOBY
KaXJbE pas3, KOr/la OH OXPAaRsAJ JOJHHY.

Toapko Kazalip Mor paspesaTh KaMHM OJHHM MaxoM, HO [paBlo#
Obl10 M TO, uTO Jaxe KpenuaiiliMe KAMHH paspymacT BpeMs.
B 2ToM MecTe CTeHBl JOJHHH PaCXOJHJIHCH B CTOPOHb, 0fpasys
OTKOCH C OCBIIAMH, N0 KOTOPHM MOMXHO ObJIO NopHsAThCHA. Cacky
NIPOXOJAHJHN 34ech, KOTAa NOKHAAAH AOAKHY AAA 0XoThl. IloToMy-TO
Henuu u cupes aaech cefiyac: MOIVIH NPOHTH HE TOJBKO CACKy, HO
H APYTHE, a B RAJBHHX X0JMaX OXOTHJHCH Kapry.

Hennu ynosua xakoe-to ABHXKEHHe cpeld KaMHeit, MoXKeT, XUBOT-
Hoe MJIM nTHNIA, a MoXer, H HeT. CacKy He o6paulanyd BHUMAHHS
Ha Kapry A0 Tex Nop, NOKa Te AepxKaaKch Ha paccTosuun. MM aaxe
HHOrA2 MNO3BOJSINH NOAXOZHTL OaMXe, uyToOb OO6MEHATHL MACO Ha
TKAHH HMJH TOPIIKH, HO 33 HHMH NOCTOSHHO CcJAeAusau, HO0 Kapry
NPEANOIATANH ASHCTBOBATH HCNOATHINKA. ITof06HO XXHBOTHEIM, OHU
SKUJHK NOJA OTEPHITHM HebGoM H, 6e3ycioBHO, OblAN OJMXKe K XHBOT-
HEIM, YeM K CacKy, XOT# H yMeJU roBOPHTb. [IpaBjla, rOBOPHIIH OHM
ILI0XO, 2 MX MeXOBas CJEXAa Mep3KO llaxJia, Kak H oHM camHu. J[BH-
XeHHe mosBTopHJoch, H HenHU BCKOUMN HA HOTH, ZepiKa B PyKe
Kollbe.

Tam yTo-TO GBUIO, YTO-TO GOJBIIOE, ABHTAIOIIEECH MEXAY ABYMS
GoablaMu BasynaMi. HeHHH ‘BCTaBHJI KOIIbe B KONbeMeTaTelb.

[To cxnory xapaGrajcs xapry. OH, AOMKHO OHTh, ycral, MOTOMY
YTO HacTO OCTaHABJHMBAJACH OTAOXHYTh. HeHHM He jABHrajcs M cuae-
AU 32 HUM, nOKa He ybeiuJcs, 4To OH OAMH. MecTo, KoTopoe oH
OXpaHsJ, rocnoACTEOBaJNO Haj ROPOTOH, H KaXALIH, KTO XOTel Mo-
nacTe B AOJHHY, JOMXeH OHJI MHHOBATL ero. ¥GeiMBLIACH, YTO 32
NEPBHIM Kapry He HAYT apyrHe, HeHrH THXO cnpsTa’cs 3a BHCTY-
TIOM.
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Mo Hero OOHOCHJCH 3BYK KAaTSAIIMXCS KaMHefl, MOTOM HOCHBIWIAJCS
Tomor Gerymux Hor. OXOTHUK Oexas MeXAy BHCOKHMH KaMeHHEMH
cronfaMu, KOTOpHE CTOAJAH Ha BeplliHHe, KaK uyacoBwe. Korsa on
MHHOBaJ HeHEH, TOT ApBITRYJ H TYNEIM KOHIOM YAapHJ B CIOHHY
HexAaHHOTO rocts. Kapry xpunno BcKpHKHyA u ynai. Heuns Ha-
CTYIIHJ Ha €r0 3amfcThbe, 3aT€M OTOPOCHJ KONbe He3HaKOMIdA B CTO-
POEY H TKHYJ OCTPHEM CBOEN0 KONbsi B TPS3KBEIA MeX, 3aKpHIBAB-
LKA XeJAyIAoK Kapry. :

— TBoeMy NJIEeMEHM SaNlpelleHO XOAHTb B AOAHHY.

OcTpHe HaKOHEYHHKA CAeJaJIo ero cnosa GoJee moHsarHuIMH. Kapry
CBHPENO B3TVIAHYJ HA Hero TeMHBIMH [Ja3aMH.

— $ xoTen mepeceyb... BHHTH K XOAMaM 3a Hefl... — cKas3aJa OH.

— ¥Yxonu obpaTHO HIHX OCTAHEUILCS 3]eCh HABCErAa,

— HyxHo §ucTpee HATH Aajblie... K APYyTHM caMMap...

— Tu npumen ciofla TafikoM. TBoeMy IJeMeHH 3anpellieHo fepe-
ceKaTb JOJHHY, ® TH 3Raellp 3To. [loueMy e TH HHTaJCA HPO-
CKOJIb3HY TP

HeoxotHO B GeccBASHO Kapry OOBACHHJA, NOYeMy.

IToppo koHuuiacs, # Keppuk obpajzosanca sromy. Hanmutok yaapan
B POJIOBY, NOTPYXKasi B HeNPHBHIUHOE H CTpaHEoe cocTosiHue. OH
BCTaJ, NOTSIHYJICS, @ 3aTeM BHIMIEN U3 Iellephl ¢ KapTHHAMH, H Xe-
puiaK npuHcoeAuHuiacs K Hemy. Onu cMortpen, kak CaHoHe Bejer
TOPXKECTBeHHYIO NPOLECCHI0 MaHAYKTOC K HOBOPOXKIEHHOMY TeJeH-
Ky, JexaBlleMy Ha IOACTHJ/KEe H3 coJOMBL. I10TOM Bce OHM 3amedH
xopom, a CaHOHe HAaTep KPAacHOH Kpackoil xofor cyiuectBa. Ero
MaThb CTOsJa BCeMH 3a0MTasi H CNOKOWHO JKeBalla 3efleHble BeTKH.
Keppuk 3arosopHs 6610 06 5TOM, HO TYT OH 3aMeTHJ ABYX HAYIUHX
no Gepery myXuuH. OAMH H3 HHX, C TEMHLIMH BOJIOCAMH H OAETHIH
B Mexa, Oma Kapry, H Keppuka yAHBHJO ero NnpHCYyTCTBHE 3/[€Ch.
OH 3Han, 4TO HHOTAA OXOTHUKH IPHXOAAT ANA TOPrOBJH, HO STOT
ules ¢ NyCTHIMH PyKaMK, a IIeMIEH 34 HEM cacky Hec JBa KOIIbf.
[Tloxanbisasg Kapry OJHHM H3 HHX, OH HOATAJAKMBaJ ero B Halpas-
Jaenun CaHoHe.

— HTt0 310? — cnpocua Xepuaak. — Hro cayuuaocs?
— He 3xaw. JlaBalt nocaymaem.

— On npuwen B goauny, — ckasan Hennu. — {1 npusesn ero k tebe,
Canore, uTo6H TH ycAHmad ero pacckas.— On cHOBA NOATOJKHYJ
Kapry xonbeM.— ['OBOpH, 4TO TH paccKazal MHe.

Kapry nocmMoTpes o CTOPOHAM, HAXMYPHJCS M BHTEP HOT C JHLA
rpsisHON PYKOIL. '

~— $1 6Hia B x0nMax, OXOTHACA, — HEOXOTHO cKasan OoH.— Bcio Houb
NpoXJjaJ y BOAAHOH AMH, HO OJIEHH He NPHILIH. YTPOM 51 BePHYJICH
K CBOHM, HO BCe OHH ORI MEPTBH.

ypHoe npeAuyBCTBHE XOJAOAOM KOJbHYJI0 Keppuka.

— MepTert? — cipocus CaHone. — Teos camMmaan? UTo ¢ HEMH cay-
YHAOCH?

— He 3gra0. ¥ caMmagzapa He G6uJ0 rojoss. OH npoBes maJjbliem
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nonepex Iied. — Hu Konbf, HY cTpedH, a Bce MepTBh. Tam Gbo
TOJBKO 3TO,

On nmopeics NOA CBOMMH MeXaMM, [0CTaJ MATHH KyCOK KOXH H
MeiJIeHHO pasBepHyJs erc. KeppHK 3HaJ, 4Té TaMm JeXHT H YTO OH
celiyac yBHIHT.

HeGoabltue oCTpHE NPEAMETH.

JIpOTHKH OT XecOTCaHa.

~— Onn npHmAn croxal

‘Xepuaak rpoMKO BRKDHKHYJ 5TH cJoBa. Ero KyJnak ymapHn Kapry
IO pyKe TaK CHJLHO, 4TO TOT 3aCTOHaJ. J[POTHK ymaa Ha 3eMmJio,
u XepuJak NpPHHSAJCS TONTATh €Yo HOTAMH.

Cacky yAMBJEHHO CMOTPeJH Ha Hero, HHYero He noHumas, a Ca-
HoHe nosepuyicsa K Keppuky, oxuaas obbacmennii. Ho Keppm{
HCIBITHEAA TO e YyBCTBO, 4T0 XEpHJaK, — HeHaBucTh M yxac.
Haxonei, nepecunans cebs, OH CKa3au:

— 23710 Te... C OTA. Mypry... MYPI'y, KOTOpbEIE XOAST, Kak Tany. OHH
CHOBA TPHUILJIH.

— Te. Mypry, 0 KOTOPHX Thl paccKa3hBaJ Mue'—‘ Or KOTOprX BHI
6exann?

~ Te camble, Mypry, KOTOpHX Mbl HHKOTLA Npexje He BUIeNH
H Jaxe He npeAcrasiaaau. OHE XOAAT, TOBOPAT, CTPOAT TOpoAd H
ybusaor Tany. Owu yOuam Mol cammal H camMmaja XepHJsaka.
OXO0THHKOB, XKEHIIHH, leTel, faXKe MacCTOZOHTOB...

IIpu 3tux nocseanux cjaosax CaHOHe KMBHYJ ¢ NMOYTHTENbHBIM NO-
uumanuem. C tex mop Kak Keppuk BnepBre paccKasan eMy O Myp-
Ty, OH MEOro AyMajt o6 3TOM, HO HHYErc He roBOPHJ, NOTOMY YTO
He Obl1 yBepeH B CBoeil npanoTe. Tenephb e YBepeHHOCTh IPHILIA
K HeMy, 60 OH 3Hal ydeHHe H 3HAJ, YTO €CTh TONBKO OJHG cCy-
I1eCTBO, KOTOpOe ocMeauBaeTcst yGHBaTb MacTOLOHTOB.

— Kaporsuc... — c¢Kasan OH, H B roJioceé ero 3pyyaia Takasi HeHa-
BHCTb, YTO OJHXKaHIIMe K HeMY COADOTHYJHCH, OTCTYNHB Hasaj.—
Kaporuuc xoAuT o 3emJe, 4 Tenepb IpHILE] K HaM.

Keppuk nmowty He cabllliad, 4To rosoprm CaHoune, 3aHATHI c0b-
CTBEHHHIMH MLICJAAMH.

— Yo ke nam Aeaath? CHoBa 6e>!(aTb°-—cnpoqu1 o Xepunaxa.
— Ecqn MBl noGexuM, OHH MOCHAeAYIOT 3a HaMH. Temepes £ MNOHAA
3HaueHHe MOMX CHOB. JleHb, O KOTOPOM £ TOBOPHJ, TpHULIEN.
$I BeTpeuycr ¢ HMMH H Gyay cpaxarthes, a motoM ympy. Ho ato
OyAeT cCMepTh BOHHA, HOTOMY 9TO MHOTHE MYPTY YMPYT BMECTE CO
MHOH.

— Her,—ckaszan KeppHk, H CJI0BO 3TO TpPO3BYYano Pe3ko, Kak
noueaysa. — 310 GEI0 6Bl XOPOWO, 6YAb TH OAHHOKEM UYEJIOBEKOM,
KoTophi#i xouer ymeperb. Ho Thl cakpumekc. Moxer, Thl Xouelllb,
YTOGH OXOTHHKH M CaMMajX yMepau BMecte ¢ Tofoi? Moxer, TH
3a6bla, uTo Mypry GecudcJeHHH, KaK IecuHHKd Ra Gepery? B or-
KPHITOM 6010 MH MOXeM npourparts. Cefiac s Xouy, 4ToGH TH
OTBETHJ MHE, KTO TH — CaKpHNeKC, KOTOpHH moBeler Hac B Gof,
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HJIH OXOTHUK XepHaaK, KOTODHIH XOU€T B OAHHOUKY BHIJATH NIPOTHUB
MYpry M yMepeTh? '

Xepunak Gl Ha roJoBy Buiile KeppHka, ¥ Temeph OH CMOTpes Ha
HEro CBepXy BHH3, 4 KYJaKH €ro CXHMaJHCb H DaskKHMaJguCh
or ruesa, Onnako Keppuk OHJ 3041 He MeHee, yeM CH, H XOJOJHO
CMOTpeJ Ha HEro, OXKHZas OTBeTa.

— Tu rpy6, Keppuk., Huxro HHKOrpa He nospoasin cefe TaK roBo-
pHTH ¢ XepHJAKOM.

—- §I TOBOPIO C CAXpHNEKCOM Kax Mmapraayc. C OXOTHHKOM XepH-
JaKoM s OyAy TOBOPHTH NO-APYrOMYy, MOTOMY 4TO ero 60Jb-— 3710
% Most 60ab. — Ero ronoc cMarynics. — 310 TBOH BEIOOp, BenRKHR
Xepunak, 4 HHKTO He cHeNaeT ero 3a Teds.

Xepunax MoJYa CMOTPE! BHH3, CKaB KyJ4aKd ¢ TakoH CHJOH, 4TO
nobenenu XocTsulky. [IoTOM OH MeAJeHHO KHBHYJ, a KOTJa 3aro-
BOPHJ, B CJIOBAX €r0 3By4YaJO NOHHMAaHUE H YBaXKEHHe.

— Bor Tak cwH yaHT orHa. To! HAaNMOMHHA MHe, 4TO OAHAXKAHI
s 3acTaBus TeGs BHIGHUpaTh. Toraa TEl nocjyllajn MeHs, NMOKHHYJ
MYpPTY M CHOBa CTaJ OXOTHHKOM TaHy. Eca¥ TH cMor cienaThb 370,
TO 1 AO/MEH BHIMOJHHUTEL CROfl JOAr caKpHmekca W 3alHiTh O TOM,
yTo BHAEN BO cHe. Ho TH Mapranyc ¥ NOJIXKEH paccKasaTh MHE, UTO
6ynyr AeAaTb MYprTy.

CroaknoBenHe ocranoch B npomnoM. Cefiuac HyXKHO GHJO IpPHHH-
MaTb pelienne, I'nyGoko 3agymasmiuck, KeppHx cMOTpesa Ha OXOT-
HYKa Kapry, BHAS BMECTO Hero HiliiaH W (apry, NpHIIEAURX CIOAa,
# NHTAfACh NPEACTABUTh, YTO H KaK OHE OyayT Aenatb. Kapry Tpe-
BOXKHO 3aJBHTRJCA NOJ ero NpHcranbHuM BarsafoM. Hakonen Kep-
DHK 3arOBOPHJ:

— Tw Hamen cBolo caMman MepTBof. Kakue ciefinl TH ofHapyXuI
TaM, KaKHe 3HaKu? ' :

— Tam 661510 MHOTO CAENOB JKHBOTHHIX, KOTODEIX 9 HHKOTAa npexje
He Bugen. OHY NPHUINMK € 10Ta U YILJH Ha 10T,

Keppuk nouyBcTBOBaJ BHe3aNHyl Hazexjay. Iloeprysiuucs K Xe-
pUAaKy, OH RepeBes eMmy c/oBa Kapry. Kaxercs, OH NOHAJM Xapak-
Tep NeficTBUH HiJAH. '

— EchaH OHM BepHYJHCh, TO 3TO AOMKHA OHITh uacTh GOABLIOrO
orpsiAa. Manenpkan rpynna ¢aprd He saumuia OB TaK Aadeko, 2TO
IIPOCTO HeBO3MOXHO. MX cymrecTBa JIeTalOT, U NO3TOMY OHH 3HAIOT,
rje MBl HaxoAuMcs, Nepeld TeM Kak HanacTb. OHM y3HaJM, UTO B
3TOM MeCTC HaXOAMTCS Jiarepb TAHY, HANAAW H BHIPE3adH ero. JTo
3HAYMT, 9TO OHH 3HAKT H 0 caMMaj, H 0 CacKy'B 3TCi J0JHHe,
Cnoa CanoHe HapymIMWJaH XoJ ero Mbicneli ® BepHyan Keppuxa
K JefiCTBHTENbHOCTH.

-~ Uro npounzomyo? 5 HHuero He MOHHMAI.

— §1 roBopio o Mypry, KOTopHe XoAatr, Kak TaHy, —ckasan Kep-
pHK. — OHY DNpHIIAM ¢ ©ra M UPHIAH B GOJNBINOM KOJHYECTBE.
EnuHCTBEHHOE, Yero OHM XOTHT, — 3TO YOHTDL HAc, H Y HHX €CTh CHO-
coOH y3HATH, Tle MBI HAXOAMMCS, Tepel TeM KaK HanacTsb.

~—— 3HawHT, OHH aTaKyl0T H Hac? — copocua CaHoHe,
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— Onn y3uzior 06 310f JoauHe H 6yayr y6uBaTh 34eCh BCEX, NMO-
TOMY YTO 3TO TaHy.

«JleficTBHTENHHO NH OHH cAenaloT 310? — noayMman Keppuk. — Ia,
kKoHeyno. CHavana OHH, HECOMHEHHO, NOAAYT Ha Jarepb caMMmar,
noToM npuayT cioga. Ho xorga? OHH, KOHEWHO, OKPYXAT AOJHHY,
B, MOJKET, AeJal0T 3T0 yXKe cefiuac. Ho MoryT Ju oHu yaaputsb ceid-
yac, B 10 BpeMms? Her, ufinanm Aenann wxaue, BoicneauTs RoGH-
4y, 3aJ1€9b Ha HOYb, HANACTh Ha paccBere. OHU Beerna AeficTBOBAJU
[0 TOMY IVI2HY, H BCeTja YAAUHO, He GYAYT U ceffyac MeHSITh eros.

OH GEHICTPO NMOBEPHYACA K XepUNaKy.

— Mypry aTakyioT caMMajx B Jarepe yTPOM, S YBEPEH B 3TOM.
3aBTpa yTPOM HJH B OJIHH K3 CJASAYIONHX AHedl.

— $1 nofiny npeaynpexy uX, 9TOGH HeMelJeHHO yXOAWJH,

On nosepHyJca n nobexan, Ho KeppuK OKJHKHYA €ro.

— Kyaa su no#izere? Kyaa Bm MoXere YATH, uToGH OHH He IO-
HIJIH 332 BAMH?

Xepuaax nosepryJacsa, rasas xa Keppuxka.

— Kypna? JIyame Bcero wa cesep, K cHeram. OHH He CMOIYT NOHTH
TYAA. ’

~— Onu cankoM GAM3KO M HACTUrHYT BAC B XOIMaX.

— Toraa xyna xe?

B Tor mur, korna Xepunax BHKPHKHYA cBoi Bonpoc, Keppuka oce-
Huno. OH yKasan Ha 3eMJIio,

— Croaa. 3a kamenHHd Gapbep, B 3Ty AoaHHY Ge3 BHX0Aa. IlycTh
MYpPry RPHXOAST 32 HAMH, HX BCTPETAT CMEDPTOHOCHBIE NANKH,
KOfibA W NYKH. IIycTh UX APOTHKM GBIOT B KAMHH BMECTO HAac, a Mbl
O6ydeMm JexaTtb H xkpaath HX. OHu He yfoyr, AyMasi, 4TO MH B JO-
BYHIKE, HO B JIOBYLIKe OKaXKYTCH OHH, 2 HE MBlL. Y Hac 3/leCh €CTh
NHIIA K BOAA, a4 KPENMKHE KONbsS NOMOTYT HaM. [IyCTh OHH aTaKylOT
H yMpyr. Jlymalwo, 9ro Bpems Hauero GercrBa mpowao. — OF KO-
BepHysaca K Canone. — Pemenne 3asucur or cebs, Canone. Cammas
MOFyT YATH Ha CeBep HAM B 3Ty JOJHHY, rZe OyAyT XAaTh Hana-
JAenus. BopoweM, OHH MOTYT H He HamacTh..

— Oun nananyr, — ckazan CaHoHe co CIOKOMHO YBEPEHHOCTBIO.

mBynymee Tak e sCHO ceAyac, XKak M oUpoimnjoe. Mu XHJIH
B TOH AOJNMHE, KONUJIH CBOIO CHIY M XIaJH BO3BPAIHHA MACTO-
JNOHTOB, BEl cliesnann 31O, NPUBENH HX CIOAA, M TENEpb Ml AOJXKHH
3amumarb Hx. B Macroaonrtax cesna Kapadpa, a BEe ux — Kapo--
PHHC, CTPEeMRIUHACA YHHUTOXHTB 3TY CHAY. BH He 3Haere o HeM,
HO MBl 3HaeM. Ecau Kapafp — 310 coanue u cser, o Kapornuc —
HOub N TemMHoTa. Kajafip moceaus Hac Ha 3Tof 3emJe, a Kaporsnc
XOUeT YHHUYTOXKHTb, Mbl 3HAJH O CylUlecTBOBaHUM Kaporawca, 3HaJH,
9TO OAHAMNABI OH IPHAET, a Tenepb ME 3HAeM ero oOJHK W 3HaeM,
4TO OH NpHilea. Mypry atH cTpalliHee, 9eM Thl O HHX AyMaetlb, H
B TO e BpeMsa HuuToxHee. OHH CHJBHBEL, Befb 310 Kaporkwuc, npu-
IeAWNH Ha semaio 4 Boloiomud nporus Kanafipa w ero nawpaeil.

Bot noveMy BH DPHUILIH K HaM, BOT HoyeMy OHJI POXKIEH JeTeHHII
MacTOJOHTa ApHBHT. Ot — BoIIONeHHE Kagafipa, # Mul cKopo
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YBUAHM, KaKk OyfAer ocraHoBjieH Kaporuuc. BricTpee 308H ciofa
BCeX OCTaJbHBIX, CPaXKeHHe HayHHAeTcs.

24

— JHo uero ke GesobpasHu 3TH cymecrsa! — ckasana Baitura. —
. A atOoT cambiit 6e306pa3ublli CPESH HUX.

OHa TpoHyJa HOTOl OTAENEHHYIO OT Tejda TroJOBY, NepeladKaHHYIO
B [IBIM ¥ H3MAa3aHHYI 3aCOXIIEH KpOBbIO.

~— OTOT HECKOJAbKO HHO#,— cKazasa CTaajaH, THKas B TIOJOBY
CBOHM XecOTCaHOM.— CMOTpPH, KaKO# TeMHH Y Hero MexX. 310 Ho-
BHM BHA yCTO30y. ¥ Bcex JApyrux Ouian Oenas Koxka M Mex, U
TOJNBKO ¥ 3THX OHHM TeMHble. HO 3TH CyulecTBa TOXe HMEIOT MAJKH
¢ OCTPHIMH KaMHSIMH Ha KOHINE, H HOCAT KYyCKH IDA3HHX HIKYp Ha
CBOHX T€/JaX.

— ¥Ycrosoy,— pesko ckasaja Bafinta. — Mx HyXHO yOHTE.
LenxenueM pyKH oHa otnycTuaa CTajanaH W MOCMOTpeaa BOKpPYF
Ha OPraHH30BaHEYK cymaroxy ¢apru. [Toka oAKH pasrpyxaiu u
KOPMHJH YDYKTONOB, APYrHe PAaCCTRAAJH UYBCTBHTEJNbHEE JIOSH
KOJBIIOM BOKDPYI' BCero Jsareps. Tenepb HUKTO He MOT NpHOJH3UTLCH
B TEMHOTE K Jarepio HesaMeueHHHM. BLBeleHHbie CBETOBHE Cytle-
cTBa crand cefidac Gosee SpKEMH M GoJlee YyBCTBHTENbHLIMH,
K TOMY X& OHM YKa3hHBaJH Ha NMOTPEBOXKEHHOE MECTO, 3aAHBas €ro
NOTOKOM CB@Ta M3 CBOMX Iya3. BrmpoueM, ropasjo HHTepecHee OHLIH
MaJHKKACeH, KOTOPHX (rapri OCTOPOXKHO DasMaThIBaJiH BAAJH OF
J103. 310 OBHJIO HOBOE OTKDHITHE — JKHBOTHHIE, XKHUBIIHE (POTOCHHTE-
30M B TeueHHe XHA U Ge30NacHKEe B 37O BpPeMs, HO B TeMHOTEe H3
NOTAHHHIX MECT OHM BBIOYCKAJAW OTPABJIeHHHE IIMNH, Hecyllue
CMepThb J1060MY AOTPORYBINEMYCS A0 HHX CYIIECTBY.

K Baituth npubausunace OxorceH, crapas ¥ o6e306paKeHHas BO3-
pactoM, RO obaajfamlas CTONb MOLIHEIM HHTEJICKTOM, YTO DPaB-
HOro et He 6m0 y ufinan. MMeHHo oHa BHIBeNa cyllecTso, KOTO-
poe MOrJIo BHIETb M 3aNHCHBATb u300parkKeHHe Ipu CBeTe 3BE3/L.
Pa3BefuHKH HAXOAHJWCH B BO3JyXe HZeHb W HOYh H CHHMKH, KOTO-
phl€ OHH NPHHOCHJH, OBIIH AOCTYUHB! TIOYTH TOTYAC MOCJe HX BO3-
Bpamenys, OHa nporaHyna BafiHTH nauky nJaacTHHOK.

— UYro a10? — cupocuaa Bafinta,

— To, uto TH npocuaa, Dfcran. OHH cHeNaHBl CErOAHA YTPOM,
BCKOpe NOCJIe paccBeTa. -

BaiiHTH B3sina CHMMKH M BHHMATeJbHO HmpocMoTpena uX. Bce onH
GbiIH ORMH2KOBH. JIJIHHAEE TeHR BHTAHYJHCH OT NACHIKXCA Ha Jy-
rax MacToAoHToB. Hurakux uamenenufi. ChesHl, AyIIuBllHe ee TPH
AHs Hasall, KOTAa OHY HAlJH IIyCTOH Jarepb, oKasajuch Gecrnoy-
BeHHHMH. )KHBOTHEHE He YIIH, a NPOCTO NepeMEeCTHHCh ¢ OXHOro
Mecta Ha apyroe. OHE He GBIIM BCTPEBOXKtHb, NPUCYTCTBUE €€
YAAPHOH CHJBI HEe 3aMEeTHJIH.
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~— Tlokaxu MHe 3TO MecTO Ha GOJBIXOM CHHMKE,-— CKa3aja OHa.
TTUUR JeTand HOYLKD H AHEeM, To GJH3KO K 3eMae, TO BHCOKO
B Hefe. DTH HOBBIE CHHMKM OBIJIH B3§TH YV BBICOKO JIETAIILErO
penTopa, OXBAaTHBAJH OOJBUIHE YUacTKH pEKH, DPeuyHylo JAOJHHY
u GoablIoH yyacToK npuierawomedi reppuropuu. Okorcen nocTyyana
10 HeMY NaJblLeM.
— BOT MecTo, rAe MH NPOBEAK NPOMIAYIO HOUL. Tam Obijio JOTGBO
YCTO30y, KOTOPHIX MH YHHUTOXHJIH, W OTKYAa TIDHHECAH 3Ty ro-
aosy. — Ee nmaneu nepeiBunyscs. -— Cefiuac MB HaXOABMCS B 9TOM
MecTe, a yCT030y O0HapyXKeHH 3[eCh, Y PeKd.
— TH yBepeHra, 4TO 3TO HMEHHO Te, KOTOPHX MBl HLIEM?
— $1 yBepeHa TOJBKO B TOM, UTO 3TO €AHHCTBEHHAS rpynma 0o 3ty
CTOPOHY CHEXHEIX rOp, KOTOpas HMeeT macToAoHTOB. [lpyrue ycro-
30y HaxXoZATCA 3Jech, 3AeCb M 3nech. CaMas KpynH#&s H3 3THX
rpynn —8 5T0ofl pegHok poaune. Haawite K cepepy. 3a mpepenamu
JTOrQ CHAMK2 €cTh emxe 60JBILE 3THX CYMIECTB, HO HUTAE, 3a HCKJIO-
JeHHeM 3TOrQ MecTa, HeT HH OMHOro MactofoHta. Ha BocTouuoil
CTODOHE rop €CTe MHOrO IpyIN, NoJOGHHX 3TOH, HO Ha 3TOH CTO-
pOHE — TOJILKO OAHA. .
— Xopouwo, otaa# aro CTanniay, oHA NAARAPYET YTPEHHIOW aTAKY.
@apry npusecna Badutn BewepHee Msco, HO Ta GHJAA HACTOJBKO
3aXBayeHa CBOMM ILIAHOM, YTO CheJAd €ro, MOMTH HHYEro He MOYyB-
cTBoBaB. CHOBA M CHOBA OHA NPOKPYUYMBaJda B MaMATH BCe TPUTO-
TOBJIEHHS, YTOOH yOeNUThCH, 9T0 HHuero pe 3abuiro. Bee Gmsio Tak,
KaK AoJxkHO ObiTh. OHH aTakyioT YTPOM, H, NpPEXIE YeM COJHIE
csaret, Keppuk Gyaer mepTe wan B ee pykax. Jlyuwme 8 ee pykax.
ropasfo ayuwe. Ilpm 3TOf MHCAM NaJslpl ee CYAOPOXKHO CXa-
JHUCh.
OHa nHTanack AyMaTth 06 3TOM JOTHYecKH, 6e3 BCAKHX 3MOUMA, HO
HEHABHCTL AyIIHJA ee, H HUTIero He BHIUJA0. CKOJBKO CHHMKOB OHA
y¥e npocmotpena? Hesosmoxno cocuurath. Onna rpynmna ycrosoy
HOXOAHNA RA APYTYI0, H Bee Xe oHa OBUTA yBepeHa, uTO TOro, Koro
OHa HMCKaJa, He GBJIO HH HA OJHOM H3 NMpeJbIAYILHX CHUMKOEB, Clie-
JIAHHHX K BOCTOKY OT rop. TOJMbKO yBHAEB CHHMOK C H300paXKeHHEM
MacTOAOHTOB K 3aflafly OT Iop, OHa NOYYBCTBOBAJA, UTO HAKOHEU-TO
Hatuna ero. 3aBTpa oHa Oyner 3HaTh 06 5TOM HaBepHSKA.
C npuxoAoM TEMHOTH OHa yCHYJa, KaK AeNajd BCe HAJaHH, AOX
OXpaHOH OCTOPOXKHO YJOXKeHHHX J03. TpeBOr Houbld He OblNO,
H HHYTO He Hapymujao ux cod. C mepBHIMM JyuaMH cosHua bapry
3aCYETHJIHCh, H NOArOTOBKA K Mapuly M CPaXKeHHIO Hayanach. DelIoO
. elll¢ XoJ0AHO, ¥ BafiHTH He cHMMaJa ¢ maed maama. CrangaH NpH-
COeaMHHMAch K Hel, Xorxa OHa CJeIWJa 3a NOTpy3kol. Bee w0
CNOKO/iHO, ¢ HACTOAMEN HANAHCKOM OPraHH30BRRHOCTHLIO TPYIIIH,
BO3rJIAB/isieMble HAuaJbHUKaMH, YMEN0 BHNOJHAJH CBOH 3alauy.
Boaa, Maco n Apyrue 3amacH GHUIH YJOXKEHH KA CHELHAAbHO BHI-
BeeHHEe KPyMNHBIE YpYKTOnel. BrpoueM, yAOBOJBCTBHe, BhI3BaH-
HO€ OMEPaTHBHOCTDIO NOAUHHEHHKX, 60 HCIOpUYeHo, Koraa BafinTu
saMerana Ilenefin, melTaBWyOCS NPHBIEYb €€ BHAMAHHE.
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— BafiuTH, 9 NOJKHA NOTOBOPHTL ¢ ToGoil.

— Beuepom, korfa anepHas pabora 6ymer cremaHa. Cefimac 4 3a-
HATA.

— DBeuepom MoxKeT OHTP CAHILIKOM NO3AHO, H TBOH MJAH COPBETCS,
BafiHTH He LIeBelAbHYJACh H HE CKasaja HHM CHNOBA, HO OJMH rjas
ee xoJoaH0 BarAsnys Ha [lemefin, Kotopasa OBla CAHIIKOM B3BOJ-
HOBaHa, 9TO6Ll 3aMETHTb HEYAOBOJLCTBHE HAYAJBHHKA.

— §1 xotena, gTofH Bce OHAO MHaue, HO JouepH MHOrO roBOpAT
Mexay cobofi u ouedr Gecnoxosrcs. OHM HAYHHAIOT YYBCTBOBATH,
YTO COBEpUIHNH OLIKRGKY.

— Omu6ky? Tl yBepsiza MeHs!, UTO OTHHIHE BH NepecTaHeTe OHIThb
Houepsmu CMeptu u Gyaere Houepsamu JKuzmu Bo BceM. Hacros-
LUMH TpaXiaHaMy AJibliecaka, NMOHSBLUIHMH CBOM OWIHOKH K TOTO-
BHIMH TIOMOTAaTh HAM BO BCEM.

— Bucaymah mens, morymectBeHHas Baitnti. — [lenefin cxkana
PYKM B HEBHIPA3HMOM CTPaAaHHH, JIaJOHK BHIPAXKAJHU ee Nepexuna-
HUS. — ['OBOPHTL 0 YEM-TO K NPHHUMA%®h PelieHHs — 3TO OJHO JeNOo,
a TIpHHeCTH ero ApYruM — coBceM Hpoe. Mur momau ¢ Tobof mo
CBOeH BOJe, NOULIH gepe3 Mope, 3eMJIO M PEKH, 0 CYHTANH, 4YTO
TBOH NOCTYIKHA NPaBHJbHEL., MBI COMIaCHJHCDH, YTO YCTO30Y — XHIL-
HBlE XKHBOTHHE, KOTODHX HYXHO yOHMBaTh, KaK MH y0HBaeM Msc-
HHIX JKHBOTHBIX.

— Ja, ¢ aTiM BN GBUTH COTVIACHH.
~— Jla, 10 TeX nop, NmoKa He YBHAENH 3THX XKHBOTHEIX. JBoe u3
Houepels 6u1H ¢ OTPAAOM, KOTOPHH Hallle] B4epa yCTO30Y.

— $1 3Haw0 06 3TOM, NOTOMY YTO caMa NOChINANA HX!

«Henpitande KpoBbIO, — MOAYManta OHa,— KakK 3TO HaszwsaeT CraJ-
aaH. Ona Bcerga jpenaeT TaK ¢ (aprd, KOTOpbieé XKOAXKHBI CTaTh
OXOTHHKaMH. BHJIO HeMas 0 TakHX, KOTODHIM He XOTeJ0Ch yOHBaTb,
HOTOMY YTO OHH CJHIIKOM AOJIO KHJHU B ropojax, CJUIIKOM AaBHO
BHIUJH M3 MOpA H 3a6HJAM, 9T0 3RAYHT yOHBaTbh OHICTPO H 3] dex-
THBHO. Y6ulina Zoaxed He xymath, a AefictsoBars. Jtu [ouepn
CMepTH CNMIIKOM MHOTO AyMaloT, AyMaloT BCe BpeMst H He AeJaloT
Gosbllle HHyero. MconwTaHHe KpPOBLIO JOJXKHO H3JeYHTH HX OT
3TOTO».

INenefin GBIIO TPYAHO FOBOPHTDL, H BaliHTH TepnesuBo XAajaa, Koraa
Ta BO3bMET cefis B PYKH.

— Ouu MOTJIH He BepHYThCH, -~ CKazana HaxoHell, [lenefn.

— Tol cMeellb o6CYKA2aTh MOH NPHKA3H? — BaligTH BHINPAMHILACY,
Apoxa OT IHeBa.

— Onu mepTBH, Bafintn. MeptBH 00e.

— 3roro He MoOXer GHTh. ConpornsierHe Oui1o CaabbM, H HHKTO
 He nocTpajad.

— Oun o6e BepHYJAUCH, paccKa3aJH O Jarepe yCTO30y H CKa3ajH,
4TO OH HOXOAMN Ha MaJeHbKHEt ropod. ¥ ycro3oy OBJIO MHOTO
CTPaHHHX Belled, M OHM KpHYaau oT OoyH, ymHpan. Korga oum
pacckasaJu Ham o060 BceM, KTO-TO 3aMeTHJ, YTO Tenepbh OHH CTAJH
Houepamn CmepTH, a re JKu3HH, OHE COMVIACHIMCHL ¢ 3THM. IToToM
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OHH BOCIOJb30BAJHCh CBOUMH XECOTCAHAMH H YMEPJH. ¥ MEPJHK TaK,
6yATo DficTaW JHIIKJIA HX HMEH H BBHIFHAJA M3 ropoja. Temepb Mbl
3HaeM, yTo 3aGJYyXKAaNHCh U, YOHUBAs YCTO30Y, HECAH CMepTh, a He
KH3aEb, Mbl He MoXeM Oosblle nmoMorark Tebe, Bafiuth, ne MoxeM
yOHBaTh Asa Tebs.

[Tenefin nepecrana CTHCKUBATb PYKH — TO, YTO OHA XOTeJa CKA3aTh,
60 cKa3aHO. Pemlenne Gblio HaBsazauo uM, Jlajbltle BCe 3aBUCEAO
TONBKO OT BafiHTH.

- Bafintu 3aaymanacs, u Ilenefin 3aMepna, 0XXUAasA; OHH HEMONBHXK-
HO CMOTDEIH ApYr Ha Apyra, IIMPOXKO PACKPHB IM1a3a U PacCTABHB
Horu. Bokpyr 6BI0 THXO.

«310 OyHT, — Aymana BafHTH,—H ero HYXHO HEMEAJEHHO TWpe-
KpaTuTb». Ho B TO e BpeMs OHa NOHHMaJa HEBO3MOMHOCTb 3TOrG,
TIOHUMAJa, YTO 3TH CYILECTBA HaBepHsiKa OTKaxyrcsi 6faTtes opyxue
B OyaymeM. CMepTh Tenephb OJIa €€ BparoM. JTH HeynpapjaseMbie
CaMKHM BHIEJNH CMEPTb ABYX H3 CBOero coo0IecTBa M BEPAT, 4To
3TO CAyguTCH M ¢ HAMH. UTo X, Benb OHH npasbl. OHH He MOTyT
CpajKaThCsl, HO 3aTO MOTYT YMe€peTh.

— Moxews uaTH, — cKasana oHa, — Wau k ceoum Houepam Cmep-
TH M CKaXH HM, YTO OHH ITO30p Hallero ropojia. XecoTcaHH OYAYT
y Hux otoOpanb. Ouu Oyayr paboTaTh, H HHKTO He Oyjaer Tpebo-
BaTh, YTOOK OHH yOHBaJH.

[Tenefir 3EakoM BEHIpa3HAa CBOE COrJacHe, HOBEPHYJACh W 3aTOPO-
nHaace npoys. Ecaum Gul 0OHAa ocTajach elle HEHaZOATO, TO YCAH-
mwana 0K, KaKk BafiHTH 32KOHYWJA BEICKA3bIBaHHUE:

— WM npukaxyTt He yGHBaTb, & YMHPATh...

Ona nopossana k cebe Tapakacra. JopepeHHas dapru noadexana
K Hefl H HaKJOHMJACh, NPHXKABIIHCE K O0KY MUBOTHOTO TakK, 4TO
BafinTe no ee naeyaM NOAHAJACh HZ CHHHY CBoero ckakyua. Pas-
BEPHYB €ro, OHa HANPaBHAACh B TOJOBY KOJOHHN W BO3raaBHiia
Mapul.

BoopyxeHHble HAAaHH HAa TapaKacTax exalu Brepeis apMud ¥ 1o
CTOPOHAM KOJOHHMI, OXpamsia ee ¢aanrd. CTaanaH, Kak Bceria,
AeTaNbHO H3Y4YMJMa CHHMKH U Teneps noxassiBaja popory. Cuyck
K MecTy OyAyiled CTOSHKM y peKH Owul jierkdm, H BafiHTH npuka-
3aJla OCTAHOBHTKCH, TONBKO KOTAA OJlHA U3 pa3Befuull NpHMYANach
Ha3ag. .

— Hayr,—ckazsana oHa, noipasymepas GOABIYIO TpyOny yeTo-
30y.

-— OHH HAYT K MecTy CBOeH npexHeH CTOSHKY, — cKasana Bafiuty,
BHpaxXas XBUIKEHHEM TeJa CBOIO HAaAEKAY.

— DBoamoxno, — ckasana passefuuiia, — 51 BEAESA NO CACKAM, YTO
OHU MOBEPHYJIH K MECTY, rje ¢roanH panbile. Cnelsl BeIyT BAOMD
PEKH B PEURYI0 XOAMKY. [IOHSB 3TO, § BepHYJach J0JOXKHTb BaM,
— MoryT oHt HOBEPHYTb Ha3al HAM YHTH APYIUM IyTeM? — CHpO-
cuna Crannan. :

— 310 HEBO3MOXKHO. §I clleROBaja 3a HHMH, NIOKA MO CTOPOHAM He
HNOAHAJIACE BEICOKHE CTeHH. Tam OwiNia TONBKO OAHaZ XOpOra.
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— Jlopymka! — nukyolle BocKaukHyaAa Crannad, UOATONKHYB
CBOEro XHUBOTHOro Gimke K Bahntu M nokaselRag ed CHHMOK. —
CMmoTpr Ccl0Aa, CAPH-3HOTO, CMOTPH Ha JOBYWIKY, B KOTOPYIO OHHM
BOLIIH, PeyHas AOAHHA IUHPOKA, HO ¥ Hee BHICOKHE CTEHHl, H €IMH-
CTBeHHHH NyTh HAET BAOJB PekH, KOTOpasf yCHIaHa KaMHAMH H
oueHp GHICTpa. 3/ech AJA HEX BHXOAA HET.

CapH-3HOTO, ApeBHee HAa3BaHHE H3 NOJY3a0BITOTO NMPOLLJIOTO, O3Ha-
yano KOMaHAMpa B BOOPYKEEHOM KOHQJHKTE, KOTOPOMY BCe NOBH-
nywores. BafiHTH B34/1a CHHMOK H KOCHYJIACh €r0 NAJbIaMH.

~- 37ech, Ha 3TOH CTOpOHe, TH CcaMa IOKa3asja MHE JOpOry BHH3,
B JOJNHHY.

— 371y Hopory MoXHO Gnokuporars. OTnpaBHM OTPSA 3aKPHTb
3TOT BHIXOA, 2 T'IABHHE CHABl OCTAHYTCA 3/€Ch, NJf aTaKH.

~ Yro x, myctk Byder Tak, Jt10 MOR nmpura3s. Kcratn, Ha HpYyrax
CHHMKAX s BHAeJa B JAoJHHE GOJbllle YCTO30Y.

— 3uagnTt, fosbllle YCTO30y yMpeT B Hell,— TYT e OTBETHIA
CralnaH, Tak YXBaTHB KOTTIMM Tapakacra, YTO TOT 3apesea of
6oan. OHa nEerKo CIpaBHMaCh ¢ HHM, [IOBEpPHYJACh KB yCKakana,
Connie enpa MuHOBANO 3eHHT, Korla OKorcen nepepana BadHTH
caMule CBeXHUe CHHMKH, €Ille BAaXKHHe. Ta BHHMATEJbHO INPOCMO-
Tpela MX OLWH 3a APYTHM, NepeaaBas crosdmeR psagoM Crannax.
— Bce rotoBo, —ckazana CrannaH, B3MJAHYB Ea JOCASAHMH w3
nux. — Otciona oHH ne y6eryr.-—— Ee naspusl CXAanH CHHMOK, OH
XPYCTHYA H caoMaJsacs. — Jlopora 3akpuiTa H oxpaHdercs. Mb xaem
TBOHX NpPHKa3aHHH, CapH-9HOTO.

25

— ArtaxkoBaTh BJOJh peKH,— cKasasia Baiintu. — CHavana peskum
GPOCKOM 3aHATH KaMeHHbIH Gappep H yOHTH BceX YCTO30Y, KOTOphIE
MOTYT UPATATbCA TAM, 3aTeM BopBarbcA B AoauHy. IlycTs Bnepeaw
MAyT ¢apru, 2 BH He BRICOBBIBaliTech. B03MOXKHO, yCTO30Y 3HAIOT
0 HallHX DepeABHKEHMAX, B 3TOM cJyuyae NepBHe ATaKywIlHe f[o-
rubHyr, Hagunafire.

Toans: (hapra ABHHYJAHCH BROJb Gepera pexn. X 6mso Tak MHOro,
4TO, NMBITAACh NPOPBATBCH UEPE3 Y3KYi0 Opelllb, HEKOTOPHIE H3 HEX
NPHrajd B BOAY. BafiHTH nmpocneiuna 3a TeM, KaK OHH YXOAHJH,
IIOTOM ceNa Ha XBOCT W, 3aMepeB, Crafla XRaTh peayabrata. [lo-
3afH Hee OCTaJbHBEEe (apri CHEMIHBAJUCE H PA3TPYNKAJH 3aTachl.
OHY Kak pa3 3aKOH4YMJH, KOIJa H3 JOJKHBE BepHyJach ycTanas
CraasaR H MEAJIEHHO TOAOMAA K Mojdailed BaAHTH.

— OHH JexaT B yKpHITHH,— CKazaja oHa, — Mul crTpeasieM, Ho
HEBO3MOXKHO ONpEeAeNuTb, €CTh JH Nonafanus. [lepsbie aTakywomue
MEepTBBI, KAK TH W MNpeinojarana, Ho Npexie YeM BHIHTH H3 60f,
MH N0A0Gpasy BCe XECOTCAHH, KakHe cMorau, Sl moaroroskaa 3a-
UHTHYIO JMHHIO 32 MpefesaMu AaJbHOCTH KX OpYXHsa U MpPHILAA
cwoga.
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BafinTh BOBCe He Kasanach YAMBJEHHON 3THM HeNpHATHHIM COOBI-
THEM.

— O 3Haay, YTO MBI 30€Ch, U NOTOMY NPHULIA B JOJHHY. A cefi-
yac si X04y BHAETh BCE caMa.

Craanar npoBela ee CKBO3b TONMY (hapru, UPUKA3AaB KM paccTy-
nuThcs. BoAb pexu CTpeMHTENbHO HECAHCh B KaMeHucTHX eperax,
¥ uMeHHO 3fech CrannaH cosfada Jjuuuio 060porkl. Onun dapra
APATAJUCh 33 KAMHSIMH, APYrHe PHJIM 3aIUMTHHIE TPaHUIEH B MAT-
'KOM Tecke. CTaqsiaH MOAHAJNA CBO XeCOTCAH 4 yKazana Ha H3rud
DEKH. -
— Cefluac HyXKHO GHITb OCTOPOXHEIMH, s1 mOHAY HEpBON.

OHn OCTODOXHO IBHHYJHCh BrepeAd H BCKOPE YBHAEJM NepBLIE
TeJa. v
BoAbIUMHCTBO H3 HHX JIeXadH y NOZHOXHA CKAalhl, H TOJbKO HEKO-
TOpBIE YCIeJR HEMHOIO NOMHSATHCS, NPEXKAE YeM YIAacTh. Pexa OMHI-
BaJa Oapbep u Oypsuaa B Y3KOM Npoxofe. 3AeCk TOXKE JeXalH
TPynel ¢apry, HANOJOBHHY B BORE, HANONOBUHY HA cyule. Bafintu
B3TJIAHYJAa HA HHX, HAa COJHIE, CTOsBlIee elle AOBOJAbHO BLICOKO,
H 3aroBopHia:

— Mu 6ysem atakoBaTb CHOBa. EciH He OmHGaOCh, XeCOTCaHbl
MOTYT XH¥Tb H HOZ BOAOI.

— Ja. Mx nocoBrie KJAanaHsl Ipd STOM 3aKPBIBAKOTCH.

— Ouenb xopomo. Bor uto Mbl chenaem. ATaka Gapbepa 6ygmer
NpOAO/MKATECS, I HE MOTY MPEKpallaTh NONLITOK H3-32 CMEPTH He-
CKONBKAX (hpapru.

— 2710 GyIer HeNEerko, H MHOTHE NOrHOHYT.

— B mupe Her nryero gerkoro, Ctannan. Tel 3Haews, ato Joyepu
CMepTH OTKa3aNHChL CPAXKAThCA?

— § 3afpana y HHX XECOTCAHH.

— Xopowo. Ho oun MoryT eme nocayxuth HaM. [lycts Bosraassar
aTaky Ha Sapnep.

Korzéa Cranyan TNOHANZ CMHICY 3THX CJIOB, HA €e JIHIE NOSIBUJACD
yapifKa.

— Twr mepBas u myapefirtas u3 BceX, penukas Bamura. Mx rtena
IPHMYT MEOXECTBO CMEPTOHOCHBIX JPOTHKOB, 2 BOOPYXXEHHEHE
tpaprz no#inyr zansumie, TH efHHCTBEHHAA, KTO CMOr H3BJedh
T0/ib3y H3 3THX OOpEMEHHTENBHBIX CyurecTB. Bce GynmeT chenado,
KaK Th DpHKasana. Ycrozoy H Jogepu CmepTn ympyr BmecTe. D10
MOAXOAAUIAA KOMOAHUA AAs Hux!

— Ho ar0 eme He Bce. TakAM 06pasoM Mbl MOMXKEM MOAABHTH HX,
HO Halry MoTepH OyAYT CAMIIKOM BeJHKH. J103TOMY 51 X0uy, 4TOBH
ONHOBDEMEHRO ¢ aTakok no (QpOHTY BOOpYXeHHBle (apra CnycTH-
JHCh BHH3 110 TEYEHUIO PEKH M YAAPHAY IAIWUTHHKAM B THJ, OTBJIe-
Kas ux. [Torom MBI cMeTeM HX ¢ fapbepa H YHHAITOXHM OCTAJbHHIX.

Myxu yxe POMAHCH HAJ TeJaMH, JeXABIUMH Ha KAMHSX BHHU3Y.
KpoMe uHX, HHYero He ABHTaJNOCh, B XyXKaHHE GbIIO XOPOWO
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CANINHO B THIIHHe. KeppHK B3/ NPHIOPILHIO APOTHKOB H OAMH 34
APYFHM CTaJ BCTABJAThH KX B XECOTCAH.

— QOHyu otomau Ha3aA,— CKasad CaHoae, OCTOPOKHO BHITViAADIBA S
U3 YKDHITHA.

— Hacrosuee cpaxeHnne elle He HAYajloCh, — OTBETHA Keppuk. —
Oxu Toabko npopeprin Hauy cuay. CKopo ox# BepHyTcs. — OH no-
cmotpen na Canone u 3amep. — He apmrafics! Cto#i kak cTouilb.
OcTopOXHO NPOTHAHYB PYKY, OH BEITAINHA K3 roJoBHoro maatka Ca-
HOHE APOTHK,

— Ecau 6B 0H IpoOLIER HACKBO3b, TH ORI GH yXKe MepTB.

CanoHe CNOKOUHO B3MVIHYA HA CMEPTOHOCHBIA KYCOK IOHIIA.

— Hawa Tkasb ropasfo leHHee, yeM 5 ayMaa. OHa He OCTAHOBHUT
KONbsl, HO AOCTATOYHQ NPOUHA, YTOOH 3allHTHTD OT Afa MYPry.
EcAH MBI IOJHOCTBIO 3aBepHeMCa B Hee, TO MO2KEM CTartb HEYA3BH-
MBEIMH,

Keppux orfpocus APOTHK B CTOPOHY.

~ IloToMy-TO MH # npsgeMca sa 3THMH BaayHamn. Ho xorza Apo-
THKH HOJETAT, KaK JHCTbA OCEeHbl0, MBI OKaXeMCsd B OIACHOCTH.
OH noBepHyJCS H NOCMOTPes Ha OXOTHUKOB, JEXKABUIHX Ha Bep-
wHre Oapbepa. Bce onn OHJAH BOODYKEHH XeCOTCAaHAMH M YMeJO
TIONL30BAJIHCh HMH, COXPAHAA CBOH CTPEJEl H KONbS. Boopy)!(e}mue
KONbAMH CACKY XKIaJH Ha ,Elpyl‘oﬁ CTOPOHE CTEHH H Ha 3eMJe, ro-
TOBHle, ecJR NOHanobHTCA, MoMoun., CeHyac BCe OHH MOTJH TOJBKO
AHAAThb.

Xepunak, CTOSIBINIHY Ha BepIlMHe KAMeHHOH CTEHHl, MEePBHIM YBUAE
aTaKyoluX. i '

— OHKr cHOBa HAYT! — KPHKHYJ OH, 3aTeM CKpHBUCH B yOeXHuIle.
— He rtpatbhre ApoTukoB 3ps, — npHKasaa Keppuk. — [Toanycrure
HUX HoOJHIKe.

Ou 3raJ, 4TO 3TOT NMpHUKa3 nparuJbHHA. Koraa arakyiomme MpH-
GJAN3NNUCE B NEPBH pa3, HEKOTOPHE BHICTPENHJIH H3 CBOMX XeCoT-
CaHOB 3aZOAr0 A0 TOTO, KAK OHHM OKA3aJHCh B Mpejlenax AocsaTae-
MOCTH, W, IVISAS1 Ha HMX, Ha4add CTpensith Apyrue. 1o Guuo Gec-
NOJME3HO: 3amachl JPOTHKOB OBLIH BEJNHKH, HO XeCOTCAHHl YCTaBaJH
¥ pearupoBajsd HeNOCTATOYHO OBICTPO, €CJH H3 HHUX CTPEeJsJIH
caumkoM MHOro. Ha ceff paz 3amurTHUKH NOZOXKAYT, nmoka dapru
NOJKHMYTCH 32 KaMHH,

Onu npubamxanuck, 4 KeppHK BIADPYr 3aMeTHa, YTO HAYILHE BIle-
pean GesopyxHH. UTo 6u 3To 3nauuno? Kakas-tro yaoska? Bnpo-
geM, 570 OHJAO K AyyIIeMy — TeM ppoite GyIeT HX yOuBaTh.

— Crpeasiirel — sakpusasn on. — Crpensniitel — U cxkas cBoft xe-
COTCaH, MOCJAJd CMepPTOHOCHHA JpoTHK B Gmuxkafimyio Gurypy.
Tany ToXe 3aKpHYaNH M HAYaJH CTPEAATh, HO Bpard BCe HACTY-
najad. HexoToprle M3 HHMX NPOH3UTELHO BCKPUKHBAJH, OOJNbUIHH-
CTBO XKe YMHpaJu MoJua. 3aUlMTHHKA Gapbepa CO3/aBajH TaKoH
wyM, yto Keppuk He cpasy ycanmaj crosa, ofpamlesHBe K HeMmy.
— Peka! CmoTpu Ha pexy!
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Keppux noseprysicst, sarasuya u coaporuyacsa. Cpeau Gypasmeit
BOAB ABHrajHch KaKHe-TO TeMHHE NATHZ, KOTOPHX CT2HOBHJOCH
Bce Gonbute. HekoTopHle u3 RUX HanpapasJauck K Gepery. Mhnanm,
NANBYLIHE O TEYEHMIO ¢ XecOTCaHaMM B PYKaX, BHXOAMJAH Ha Oe-
per.

— Y6uBafite HX B BOAe, KONbSMH H CTpeaamul

Xepraak OGpOCHJICA €O CTEHW BHH3, €r0 MOIyYHE Troa0C HepeKpHa
APYTHe IIyMH CpaxKeHus.

- — KeppHk, ocraBafics 34ecb ¢O CMEPTOHOCHHIMU naigamu. Cefiuac
OHM NOHAYT B JIOO, HX HYXHO OCTAHOBHTB... _
3acTaBHB cefs1 noBepHyThCs, KeppHK ysuaed, uto XepuaaK BepHO
yrajaj HaMepeHHe Bpara. 3a Ge3opyKHBIMH aTAKYOMHMH, JIeXKaB-
IIHMKE ceHiuac TpyAo#l TeJd, NOABHJAHCH TONNH (apru, CTpelsBIIMX
Ha XO0Ay-: T

— He napa#ite um npofitu! — 3akpuuan Keppuk.— Crofite Ha
MecTe W npojosKafive cTpenaTh.— OH BHICTpeNHA pas, APYroil...
Qapru 6u1a Tak GAH3KO, 4TO OH SICHO YBHAER IPOTHK, BOH3IHB-
wWwnics efi 8 ropJo, yBHAea ILIHPOKO PacKpHITHE IJa3d, KOrja oHa
najania. :

Tenepb XHBHE NOAHEMAJNHKCH IO MEPTBHIM, HCTIOAB3Ys KX KaK YKpPHI-
THe. CpaxeHHe nepecrajo OHTb OAHOCTOPOHHHM. ¥1aJj OAHH OXOT-
HHK, 33 HHM BTOpOH.. Xecorcan KeppHKa 3aKpoxals B ero pyke,
H TIPOLLJIO HECKOJBKO CEKYHJ, MPeXJe yeM OR NORHJ, 9TO TOT NYCT.
Bpemenn Ha nepesapsanky He Gnzio. CXBaTHB KONbe, OH YHAApu.a
¢dapru, kapaGxaBuiyiocs K BepllHHE, K Ta, Bepella ot $0Jd, Noje-
TeJa BHH3.

Araka 3axsefuysace. Taxeno auimia, Keppux npuKajcs CIHHOB
K KaMHIO, H, 3acTaB/iAs cebs AeACTBOBATL CIMIOKOHHO H OCTOPOXHO,
BCTaBASJ APOTHKH B XecorcaH. JIpyrue OXOTHHKH TOXe HPEKpPATHIH
crpeanly. KeppHuk GHCTpO B3MVIAHYJ Ha peky.

HoronbHO MHuOro (aprd AOCTHIAH Gepera, HO BCE OHH OHUIM yXe
mepTBH. [IpaBna, H 3alHTHHKH noHecau notepu. Ha meakosogee
TeMIble QHTYPHl CacKy JeXatH BREpeMeXKy ¢ TpynaMu HiJaH.
Hpyrie Tpymel, yThIKaHHHE CTpPeJaMH, IJBJIH BHE3 DO TEYEHHIO.
Canone okaukuyan Keppeka, ¥, NOBepHYBIIHCB, OH YBHIEM, YTO
CacKy CTOHT Ha BepllHHe Gapbepa M NPHKPHIBAGT IJa3a OT 3aX0-
JISUIET0 COJHIA. :

— Oxnu ywau o6patHo, — KpUKHYA oi. — [IpepBanu ataky. Mbt 1o-
Genumu! ’
«[lo6eaunu, — noayman Keppuk, rasasa Ha MepTBHIX Tary. — U 370
HasbiBaercA nobGefod? Mbl YHHYTOXKHJIK He TaK MaJo (apru, HO
MHD KHIIHT HMH. Yacte H3 HuX morubna, U OHH OYAyT aTaKOBATh
A0 TeX Mop, NOKa MK He ympeM Bce. MH O0TOPOCHAM HX, HO He BHI-
urpaau Huvyero. Ecan AaXxe Ha 5TOT pa3 MHBl 3acTaBHM HX YHTH,
OHH BCe paBHO BepHyTcsA. VX HeHaBHCTH TaK Xe CHJAbHA, KaK Halla,
¥ OHH HafifyT Hac, rAe 6B MH HH CIPSTAMHCh, TO3TOMY GeClojie3no
npatatbes. OHH NOHAYT 3a HAMH, KyAa G MBI HH NOLLIM, TOITOMY
HaM GeCnoJIe3HO YXOAHTBY.
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W Bapyr oH 0CO3HAJ, 4TO OXOTa HAET TONbKO 3a HuM. Ecax On
OHH XOTeJH NPOCTo yOHBaTh TaHy, TO IO APYTryld CTOPOHY rop HX
6bl10 TIPEAOCTATOYHO. PenTOpH M HOYHBIE NTHIKE MOTJAH BHICNEAUTH
Bcex o eausoro. Ho Her, 3Ta orpoMHas cHJa npHllja Cioja H yha-
puaa npsimo B 3Ty Aoaudy. Ilouemy? [la notoMmy, uTo 3Zech Ona
oH. Baiutu, ocraBilascs B XKHBHX, NO-IpeXHeMy XKaxXRajla MECTH.
Uto ke genath? Kyaa 6exaTs? Y1 MOXHO JIH 33LIMTHTBCA OT HHX?
I'HeB OXBATHJA €ro, COTPSC €ro TeNO, 3aCTABUJ/ NOARATb HAA roJo-
BOH XecOTCAH H 3aKPHYATh:

— Tebe 310 He yaacrcst, BailinTh, Thl He cMoxXelub yOUTH Hac Beex!
Tw Gyzeib NHTATHCS, HO He CMOXKelIb. JTa 3eMJs Kailla, Ha HeH
Mbl XKBEM, H TH CO CBOHMH XQJOAHHMH TBapsAMH 00Jibllle HMKOrAa
He nepeceyelllh OKeaH, yTOOH H3THATH Hac oTciola. Tefe He oxouerh
Hac, H, TNOHAB 3TO, TH yBeAellb yuejeBUIHX ¢apru aomof. ITotom
TH NPHAEIIL CIOAA...

Keppuk BApyr 3ametus, 4ro CaHOHe yAKBJCHHO CMOTDHT Ha HEro,
HE NOHHMAsl HH CJIOBA H3 TOrO, 4TO OH rOBOpHT. Ero 3aman npo-
Uled, HO XOJIOJAHHH TEeB ocTajicsd. KpuBo yaulOHYBIIMCh MaHAYKTOC,
OH 3arOBOPHJ Ha CACKY:

— TH BHAe) HUX CeroAHs B nepBWi pas. Hpassrca aum Tebe 3TH
Mypry, yOuMBaloiine TBOHX JOAei? MH JOJKHB NMOKOHYUTH C HH-
MH — pas u HaBcergal

Keppuk 3aMoauah, TsXeJO AHMIA, W OrASies TODH TPYIOB H He-
MHOTMX OCTABUIHXCS B XKHBBIX. CMOTYT JM OHH OCTAHOBHTb HHANAH?
W ecau pa, To Kak?

Bribopa y HHX He OCTaBaJOCh, OHM He MOrJH OoJbllie HH OTCTY-
TaTb, K NPATATHCH.

HyXHo nmepeHOCHTb cpaXXeHHsi Ha 3eMJIH Bpara. 3To Gbl1 4eTKHH
H petuuTesabHERl oTBeT, HensbeHWH OTBeT.

CaHOHe H3YMJIEHHO ycTaBHJcs Ha Keppuka, Korxa TOT CHOBA 3aro-
BOpHJ, HeT, OH He TMOBOPHJ, NMOTOMY 4TO 3BYKH, KOTOpHE OH H3/a-
Baj, CaHoHe HHKOrfa npexje He ciaumai. [osops, OH ABHTan
BCEM TeJOM, OTKHABIBAS TOJIOBY Halajk, 4 PYKH ero Apoxand, Kak
OyATO yAep:KHBAsl 4TO-TO.

Keppux 3amerusn yausaewne CaHOHe W IIOHAJ, YTO TOBOPHT Ha
si3piKe HiJaH., XoJ0AHO NpPOAHAJNH3UPOBAB, YTO HYXHO ACJATh, M
¥3y4uB Bce (aKTH, OH NPHHAJ pemeHve. YeTKo K TBEpAO OH CO-
o6umun 06 srom CaHoRe:

— Mnm 06bABHM BOHHY MYpPry u IoHjeM K HMX TOPOAY, AaneKo
Ha 1ore. Mp y6beM HX BCEX, COMXKIMKEM 3TO MECTO, KOTOPOE OHH HA3HI-
BaloT Ajbnecak. 1 sHaio 3TOT ropoj d 3HAI0, KAK €0 YHHYTOKHTD,
ITAM MBI H 3afiMeMCsl.

On noseprysca H KpHKHYA XepHJaKy, CTOSBIIEMY Y BOAHL:

— Tu moayynms 10, yT0 BHAEA B CBOMX cHax, Xepuaak. Mu yitnem
OTCIOfa Ha JOor, H Thl Oy/elllb CakpUOEKCOM BCeX TaHy, KOTOphle
noAAyT ¢ HaMu. Mypry yMpyT, sl 3Rai0 Telephb, UTO HYXKHO HeJaThb,
uTOOH YHHYTOXKHTD HX. UTO TH CKaXelllb HAa 3T0, BENHKUH OXOTHHK?
IToBeems A4 TH Hac?
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Xepuaak, ycanniag 8 roaoce Keppuka BjacTHHe HOTKH, MOHAM, YTO
TOT He roBOpHA OH Tax, He 3HAs, 4TO HYXHO ZenaTs. Hagexna
OXHJA B €r0 Ayile, H TOPXKECTBYIOWIHH BONAb ORI HCUEPNBIBAIOIIAM
OTBETOM Ha BONPOC Mapraayca.

— O#u onsith HAYT, — ckaszaa CaHoue.

DurBa BO30GHOBHJIACE, H MEICAH o OyaylleM ORJHM 3a0HTH Nepen
JHIOM CETrOAHAWHER YIPO3HL.

26

HiinaHH BHOBB LUTYPMOBAJH KAMEHHYIO CTEHy, HO AYX HX OB, 1O-
XOXe, CIOMJIEH, U aTaka He AOCTHrJIA leAH. DTo Omja nocsefHss
aTdKa B TOT A€Hb, DOTOMY YTO COJIHILE BHCEJAOQ HH3KO HAaJ TOpPH30H-
TOM, npsyack B oOxaakax. Hemuorue yuesesumne $aprud OTOLIJIH
Ha3al.

Keppuk He ayman o OyAymHx 604X A0 TeX NOP, NOKa He 3aKOH-
yusca 3ToT. CTos Ha BeplWiMHe KaMeHHOro Oapbepa, OH CMOTpead
Ha noje Gos. CKOpPO CTEMHEET, M CerojHa arak Goablle He Hyner,
IIOTOMY YTO MHJIAHAM HYXHO pasOHTB CBOH HOUHOH Jarepb ® ofec-
NeguTh €ro 3aluTy. KeppHK d4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO HEJb3A IO3BOJHTDH
¥M MHDHO NpPOBECTH HOYb H NOArOTOBUTBCA K yTpy. CeropHs OHH
Bce-TaKH OHJH OJH3KH K ycleXy, HO Oojblle 3TOr0 JONYCKATh
Hesp3fl, Jlo6niya AOMXKHA cefiuac CTaTh OXOTHHKOM.

— HyxHo uTo-TO Aenath, 4 He NPOCTO JAeXKATh M XKAaTh Hana-
AEHHS, ~— cKa3al oH XepuJaKy, KoTJa OXOTHHK NOMHSJCH HaBepx
4 IPHCOEAMHMJCH K HeMmy. XepHJIAK COTacHO KHBHYJL.

— 31 noi#iay no Bx caexam, — cKasaa Keppuk.

— 3HauMT, MBI NOfJleM BMeCTe.

— Xopollo, HO HaM HYXHOQ OCTaThCsl KHBHMH. CErofHs KOe-4TQ
IIPOH3OLIIO ~— APOTHK YAApHa B rojosHol naatok CaHoHe, HO He
npofuJ ero. JpOoTHKH He MOXOXH Ha cTpessl H konbsi. OHH Jerku
H JIeTAT He QUeHb BaJeKo.

— Ho ouu Toxe y6GuBaior. JlocTaTOUHO NMPOCTOH LAPANHHH.

—- 370 BepHo, — Keppuk yKasaJs Ha BaafioulHecd TPynH u cobpas-
IIMXCSA CTePBATHHKOB. — §1 He Xouy, uTo6H, OTIPABUBLIMCE K MYPTY,
MBI ITPHCOENMEMJINCE K HHM. MoxXeT OBITb, HaM cTOHT 06epHYTb
CBOM TeJa MarTepuell, AOCTATOMHO NJAOTHOH, YTOOBH OCTAHABJHBATH
npoTukH? Eciu MH cAesaeM 3T0, TO OXPaHa, KOTOPYIO OBH, KOHEY-
HO, OCTaBHJM 3J€Chb, HAUHET CTPeJATh K BHIAACT ce0d. OHH yMpYT,
a Mp OyAeM XuBH. 51 He co0HMpaioch BHIXOZMTb IPOTHB BCEX Bpa-
rOB, HaM HYXHO TOJNbKO MOLOHTH NoGJHXKe, 3ToOH NOHabMIOAATD
32 HHMH.

Keppuk neperosopsa ¢ CaHOHe, TOT OHICTPO NOHAJ €r0 MEICAb H
OTIPABHJ ZBYX MaHAYKTOC 33 TKanblo. OH 06MoTaa ee BOKpyr Kep-
PHKa, CJOXHB B HECKOJbKO C/l0€B, YTOOH 3aJepXKHBATH APOTHKH.
3areM, CJIOXKHB TKaHb B Y3KYIO JeHTY, 06MOTaA €10 roJioBy, 3aKpHB
JIMIO H OCTABHB TOJIBKO Y3KYIO INeJb MJaf rya3. Xepuaax B3sa Apo-
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THK W BOTKHYJ €ro B HOKDHITHe, HO KOXa Ha Tene Kepprka ocra-
Jach HEBPEJUMOi.

— YnusureabHo! — BOCKAHKHYJA oH. — CKaXH HM, nycTh 0OMOTAOT
TAK 4 MeHsl. A MOTOM MH NORAEM U IisHeM Ha Mypry BOAu3H.
XoTsl TKaHb OuIa TenoH, 3T0 OO BNOJHE TePNUMO IPU CTOSB-
uieM HH3KO coaHlle. KeppHK yyBCTBOBaJ, yTo J06 ero noXpHBaeTcs
HOTOM, HO MAaTepHs IMOfJoMIaja ero, H OH He [ONagaj B IJaasa.
OcTopoXHO OHM Ha¥aJK CHyCKaTbcs IO BHeLlHeH CTopoHe OappH-
KaaH.

Hrobu AocTHyb CBOGOAHOrO NPOCTPAHCTBA, NPHHLIOCH HATH IO Tpy-
AaM TeJ, KoTopble Kak OH IUeBeJMJIHChE IOX HX HoraMH. KeppHK
CTapajcs He CMOTPeTb Ha LIMPOKO OTKPHTHE 3ybacThle MacTH H
NPOAOMXKAJ OCTOPOMHO CNYCKaThes, NOKa HE CTYNHJ Ha 3eMJI0.
IlopepryBiKch, O OKNHKHYA HabuoAaTesell Ha CTeHe.

— Bce Mypry smech mepren. [TopoxjuTe, moKa MH He Ipoliaem
BIIEPEA, a HOTOM CNyCKadTech K cOOepHTe CMEPTOHOCHHE NAaJjKH,
KoTOpkle OHH ocTaBHAH. OHH 3a6paad Te, 94TO CMOTAH, HO 3Jech
HX elleé MHOFO.

Miinanw AeficTRHTENBHO OCTAaBHAM oxpaHy. Korza ogernie B Oenoe
OXOTHHKH OCTOPOXXHO NOROWAH K W3ru6y KaMeHHOH CTEHH, pasja-
JIMCh TPH PE3KRX wWeauka. OHH GpocHauch BIepel, a 3aTeM CaMH
BHICTPEJHMJIH B {apry, NpHTAWBUINXCHA CpeiM KamHed. e H3 HHX
yhnaJad, a TpeTbA BCKOuMAa H Opocuaach (exaTbk, HO APOTHK Xe-
puNaKa, BOH3MBIIKACA B CHMHY, CBaJHUJ e¢ HAa 3eMJl0. Pacrpasus-
IUHCh ¢ OXPaHOH, XepHJaK OCTOPOKHO BHIACPHYJ APOTHK H3 TKAHH,
nokpeiBasuless Keppuka, B 0T6POCHN €10 B CTOPOHY.

— B 3ToM nmokpHiBaje 3KapKo, HO 3aTO MBI JXKHBH,

[Tpexe vem uatn Aanvwe, Keppuk BHAEpHYN ABA APOTHKA M3 3a-
LIKTHOK oBoNogKH XepHnaKa.

— §1 sHaw ee,—ckKasaJ OH, yKas3nBas Ha TpeTuit tpyn.— OHa
OXOTHHK M3 OKpyxXenns Craanau. 3naqut, Crannas 3aech u Baiin-
Td Toxe. — Ero pykH cxaaHM XecoTcaH, KOTAa OH NPeACTABHJ, YTO
HEJNHTCH B 3THX JBOHX.

— Mu 3afepeM HX CMePTOHOCHBIE NAJKH, KOria mohfem obpar-
Ho,— CKasa/l Xepuiax, risiia BIepel K AepiXa NaJKH HaroToBe.
[NoauaBmuce no 6epery pekd, OHH BHINAH HAa DABHHHY M YBHAENH
Jlarepb HHJall, PACNONOXEHHBHA 'Ha OTKphiToM Mecre. Tam Onuio
BEIHKOE MHOMECTBO BeDXOBHIX KHBOTHBIX, TOPHl 3alacoB d, KOHeY-
1o, Gapru — ropasfo GoJsblie, YeM XOMUMAK CEroliist B aTaky. Kep-
PHK NOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK ero CEepAHe CKAaAocb OT CTPaxa NPH BHAE
5TOH KapTHHbI, XU 3acTaBHX cebs BCHOMHHTb, YTO araka BCe XKe
- Obuta oTOuTa. Korfa oHu NORAYT CHOBA, HX ONATh OCTAHOBAT, Ecan
Bafi#Td Xouer noTepAiTh BCEX CBOMX (apru, TaHy OXOTHO MOMO-
TYT ef.

MHOXECTBO NOCTOB CTOSIG BOKPYr Jarepst, HO COJHIE YXKe CKpH-
JIOCh 32 TOPH30HTOM, H, KOTJKa B CTYLIZIOLIHXCS CyMepKaxX MOSBH-
JHCh OB€ OfeThie B Gesloe QUIYPH, OHH OTCTYNHJH 33 fMHHIO 3a-
UUTH, Yepe3 NpoXof, ocTapiexdstil aaa paforalmux papry.
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— CMOTpH NOA HOTH,— Npepynpefusn KeppHk,—u HIIH B TpaBe
HX JIOBYLIKH, DTH CYLLeCTBA MOTYT H3Jy4aTh CBET.

— OnH Bce BHYTpH celiyac ¥ 3aKPHEJIH NOCAEIHAR MPOXOI.

-- Xopowo. Torga mocMOTpPHM, HACKOJbLKO O/MH3KO OHM MOAIYCTAT
nac. Iloka TeMHO, OHM Ha Hac He 6pocsATCA, a 5 XOUy NPOBEPHTD,
KaK OHH 3alUHIIEHH.

Xepunak saxonebanics, He pellasick BHXOAHTL NPOTHB 3TOH OrPOM-
HOR apMHH MypPry H GHCTDOHOTHX BEPXOBHIX KHBOTHHIX, KOTOpHE
‘Gerasu ropasfo OBICTPEe OXOTHHKOB, HO KeppHK XOpowo 3Haa Hii-
Aax M nouwiea BIEpeJ IMHPOXKUMH WIATAMH. DEIJIO elle AOCTATOYHO
CBETJIO, KOTJa OHH AOCTUIJIHM BHELIHETO KPyra /03 H YBUACAH KO-
JIIO9KH, MEJJIEHHO BHABHTAIOUIMECH Ha HHX.

— MoxHo He coMHeBaTbcH, 4TO OHH OTpaBAeHH,— wenHya Kep-
PHK.

— TloyeMy OHHM He CTPeAdwT? — crpocun XepHJaK, YKasbipas Ha
MYPry €O CMEPTCHOCHHIMH TafKaMM, CTOSBIUKMH MO IPYLYK CTO-
pony Oapbepa. OHH CTOANM HENOABMIKHO, (PJErMaTHUHO FAAZA Ha
OBYX OXOTHHKOB, 3a HX CHHHaMH JpyrHe ¢apra pacxakuBaJH,
eJIH, YKJIaJbIBANHCh CNATh, KaK §YATO He 3aMeuas CBOHX BPAaros,

— WM HHKTO He NPHKaswBaJg CTPeasTh,— cKasan Keppur. — Pap-
TH HHKOr/Ja He AYMAIOT CaMH K IIOTOMY HHYero e nenaiot 6es mpH-
Kaza, §1 AyMalo, HM NpHKa3ajH CTPedsATh, €CAH BCIBIXHET CBeET.
Yl onn nosunyloress. — O# yKasast Ha HeOOMbIUOH NPHrOPOK NOGJH-
socth. — Cefivac MBl NPOBEPHM, KaKo#l NMPHEM OHH HaM HNPHTOTOBH-
oM. Jaxe ecn APOTHKH AQVIETAT CIOAA, MPUTOPOK 3AUUTHT HAC OT
HHX.

Keppuk nopoGpan 6oabuioil XOMOK 3eMiH H o6s3al BOKpPYr Hero
IAUHHEH TROKHE cTebenb TpaBH. [T0TOM pacKpyTHA ero Haj rono-
BOH, KPHKHYJ XepHJaKy:

— Jloxuce! — Y ornycTua crebenb.

ToT B3aeTes BHICOKO B BO3AYX H ynaj cpelH 3alUTHHKOB. B Ty
e CeKYHAY CYyMepKH pasopBajla BCIBIIKA CBeTd H NOCHBILIAJHCH
LeNKAKMUe BHCTPENB U3 XecOTCaHOB. Bo3JyX BOKDYr OXOTHHKOB
HamOJHHJACA Oec¥UClHeHHHIMH JpoTHKaMH. OHH NPHXKEMAaJHCh
K 3eMJe, noka crpeiapba NpoAoJXKanach H pPasiaBajHCh IPOMKUeE
KPHKH.

OnHako mnocsae TOrQ, Kak CBeT NIOTYCKHeJ H [orac, BC€ CTHXJIO.
OXOTHHKM HOAHSAJIHCH, OCMOTDPEJIMCh, M elBa CAEPKaAH YIHBACH-
Hhle BO3rjack, DHJIO else ZOCTATOYHO CBETJC, YTOOH OHM Pa3rif-
Aend 60abIWON APOTHK, BOH3HBIIHACA B 3EMJIO,

— 3710 uTO-TO HOBOe,— cKazan Keppux. — O Gojblue, yeM BceTe,
KOTOphle 5 BHAEN A0 CHX IIOp, H JETHT ropasfo faabiie. B nsa
pasa najbliie, YeM H3 HAIIEX CMEPTOHOCHHX nanox. Haseproe, onn
BEIBENH GoJiee MONIHYIO CMEPTOHOCHYIO IMaAKy H HayuHJd ee CTpe-
JATh, KOrZa KTO-HHOYA» KacaeTcs OXpaHHbX Xxo3. JocTaTtouno mo-
0ecnOKOUMTh HX, KaK BCMBIXHBAET CBeT M 3TH LITYKH HAYHHAIOT
crpensth. JlyMaw, uto, Laxe UMed 3alIHTY, HaM Jydyme OTOHTH
nogaJblue.
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Onx GucTpo nouwid o6paTHO H, OKa3aBUIHCh 32 npeaenaMd JOCs-
raeMocTd JPOTHKOB, NOBEPHYJHCh H B3TJIAHYJX HAa TEMHYI0 MOJYa-
JYMBYK) MacCy BPaXKeCKOro Jiareps.

— XepHaak, TH Ay4usnid ayuHHK, CKaxu MHe, MOXKEllb TH A0CTaTh
oTcio4a Ao Jareps? '
Xepuaaxk CHsIJI TKaHb C FOJIOBH, BHITED pasropsueHHOE JHIO H
B3rJI{HYJ HA NPHIOPOK, OT KOTOPOrO OHH YULIM, M JaJbllie — Ha
JI03bl H JIHHHIO CBETOBHX JKHBOTHHIX,

— Jymaloo, MOXKHO 1IOCAaTh CTPEJY TaK AAJIEKO, HO NomnacTs B MH-
Welb H2 TAKOM PaCCTOSHHH OYeHb TPYZHO.

— Lleap He uMeeT 3HAaYeHHA A0 TeX IIOP, NOKAa CTPEeabl NajzaloT
3a aMHHeH 3amuTh. M MHe Kaxercs, UTO CACKy € HX KONbeMeTa-
TEJNSMH TOXE MOTYT 6pPocaTh Tak AaNexo.

— Tsolt nnas xopow, Mapraayc,— ckasaJ XepHAAaK H 3acMes-
cs. — Mypry JexaT TaM, Kak ceMeHa B crpydke. B HHX mnpocto
HEBO3MOXKHO APOMaXHYThCS.

— Cnoko#HOro cHa ceroAHs HOubio y Mypry He Oyaxer. Hyxro
IOMETHTSL 3TO MECTO, YTOOH MH HAIVIK €ro, KOria BepHeMcs.

— C KonbsMH H JAyKaMmu!

Xepuaax oxasajdcs npas. CTpesna B3BHJACh BHCOKO BBEPX, JaJEKO
nepesieTena JIHHHUIO 3ailluThl H Hamaa ceGe MHIIeHb B Jarepe. Or-
Tyla JOHeccAd WPOH3HTENbHEIH KPHK 6OJH, U OXOTHHKU TI'POMKO
3acMmesiiuch, xJaonas cebs no Geapam., OHH YTHXJIH TOJNBKO TOrAA,
korga CaHOHe BCTaBHJ CBOE KONbe B KONbEMETATENh, NOTOM OT-
B&Jl €0 Ha3ajd M Pe3KHMM ABMXKEHHeM [ocjal B TeMHoTy. B Jarepe
3aBH3XaJi0 PAHEHOE XHBOTHOE, H BCe MOHANH, YTO H KOMbe HALLIO
CBOIO Ledb. SIPKHA CBeT BAPYr OCJAENHA HX, ¥ OHH OTNPSHYJAH OT
TYYH APOTHKOB, HO BCe OHM He joJjieranu A0 unead., ORHOCTOPOHHee
HOYHOE CDaXKEHHE PA3hIPHBANOCh ZaJblie.

HecmoTps Ha o6bsichenns Keppuka, Ee Bce OXOTHHKH BeDHJMH, 9TO
Bpard OyAyT MOJAYa JiexaTh M YMHpPATh, He MHTAHCh aTaKoBaThb
CBOMX MYUYHTeJell, H HOTOMYy CTOS/IM HaroToBe — OPOCKHTHCS B TEM-
HOTY, €cJiH 3T0 npousoiifer. OAHAKO aTaKH He NOCJAeR0Bajlo. EauH-
CTBEHHBIM OTBETOM OBUIH BCHBIXMBAalOWlMe OTHH fa ABHIKCHHE B Jd-
repe, Koria (papru nofaiuch Hazajd, YTOOBl CKPHITHCS OT CTPed U
KONHH.

3anachl CTPeN y OXOTHHKOB ObIM OTpaHUUYEHs!, MO3TOMY XepuJaak
BCKOpe NpMKasaJl MM I[peKpartutb cTpeanfy. Cmer morac, Mypry
HOTPY3UJTUCE B CO — H TYT CTPEJLl [10JIeTeIH BHOBb.

9To NPOAOJAATIOCH BCK HOYb: OTAOXHYBIUHE OXOTHHKH 3aBHMalH
MecTo ycTaBIHX. Keppuk H Xepujak HeMHOro MNociiajiH, 3arTeM,
KOTa yXe PacCBETal0, NPOCHYJAHCh M NPUKA3ajlH OXOTHHKAM Bep-
HYThCH K KaMeHHo# fappukage.

Becop JeHn ORW CTOSJH HAaroTOBe, OXKHUAAsi ATAKH, U IO OYepeny cra-
au. Ho mpomsio yTpo, a HHYero we npoHcxoiuao. [locte monayaus,
KOT[la Bce GBUIO NO-NIPEXHEMY THXO, XepHJIaKa OKPYXKHJIH A06po-
BOJIBIEI, JKeAaBIIHe pa3BefaTh No3uIuH Bpara, OH oTKasasn BceM
M. Korsa Hayaau cryinartecsi cyMepkH, Bee emle 6e3 MaseHUIHX
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NPH3HAKOB aTakH, OHM BMmecTe ¢ KeppHroM BHOBL 06MOTaJIHCh Ma-
Tepaet, OHM OCTCPOIKHO IBHTANUCHL, JEPIKA OpPYXKHE HATOTOBE, HO
Ha 3TOT pas He o0HapyXuJju OXpaHb. Bce emie OCTOPOXKHO OHH
NOAHAAMCH HA DEYHOM Oeper ¥ BHICYHYJNH 3aMOTAHHBIE TOACBLI 3a
€ro Kpa#, cJIens CKBO3b WIENHK M Nias.

PapnuHa 6blaa mycra,

BricTpo, Kak TOJAbLKO MOT, Bpar fcYes, H ClEAB €ro YXOIHJAH K ro-
PH30HTY.

— Onn ywan! Mu pasbunm ux!-—rpoMko 3axpuian XepHaak,
BOCTOPIKEHHO pa3MaxnBas PYKaMH,

— Her, He pasz6unu,— orserua Keppuk, y KOTOPOro Bnpyr 3a-
KPYXKHAAch OT YCTaJdOCTH rosoBa. OH ces Ha 3eMJ10, COPBAB ¢ JIHLA
AYUIMBIIYIO €ro TKAaHb W IVIAJAA HA YXOAZUIHMe BAaJb caeaun.— OHn
noTepneiyu nopameHde U OTOPOIICHH Ha3af, HO OHH NMOZOOHH OT-
paBJeHHHM wunaM. Mel cpesajsd UX B OAHOM MecCTe, a OHH BEIpA-
CTYT B APYrOM H Kpenuye, yeM ORIJIH.

— Torna MH BHPBEM 3TH HIHOH C KOPHEM, Pas U HaBcerla. YHHU-
TOMKHM HX, YTOOW OWH HE MOTJIH BEHIPACTH H BepHYTbCA,

KeppHK cornacHo KHBHYJ.

— Ja, 310 HYXHO c/leNaTe, # § 3HAK0, KaK 3T0r0 JA0CTHYb. Hyx-
HO NOTOBOPHTbL ¢ caMMaji H MaHAYKTOC cacky. IIpulLIo BpeMsi BhI-
IIBHPHYTE HBJaH NPOYb, KAK OHU NEITANHCE CIeAaTh ¢ HAMH,

— Tenepr MW caM¥ IPUIEM K HEM CPakaThes.

27

JiBoe ManbUHKOB, HCTEKAH TOTOM OT GJM30CTH K OTHIO, 00A6pocuau
B KOCTED CYXHX BETOK. Te SIpKO BCILIXHYJM, 3aAHBaR BHYTPEHHOCThb
NelllepH BOJHAMH 30JI0TOI'O CBETA, H HAPHCOBAHHER HA CTeHaX XKH-
BOTHBIE, Ka3aJ0Ch, 3aLsHurajncy. CaHone elte He GHJAO, HO OCTaNb-
Hble MaHAYKTOC YK€ CHJe]M Nojd H300paKeHUeM MacTOAOHTA, Kak
Toro Tpe6oBaan npaBuna. KeppHk, XepHaak ¥ caMMaZaphl CHAEMH
¢ TOHR K€ CTOPOHBI KOCTpa.

Ha cso60ANOM NpPOCTPaHCTBE BOKPYr KOCTPa PAcoNarailch OXOT-
HUKH, a 32 HEMH BCe OCTaJbHble ulleHsl caMMah. CaHoHe molen Ha
370 ¢ GOAbIIOH HeoX0TOH, KGO Mo 0BHIY2AM CACKY BCE pelleHHS NpH-
HHMaJIH MAaHAYKTOC, K €My OBlJIO TPYAHO NOHSTH, YTO ¥ TaHY CaM-
Manaps He MMeOT Takolft xe Bjiacth. OAHAKO B KOHNE KOHLOB
KOMIIDOMHECC ORI JOCTHTHYT, M BOXKJH CQJIH 1O OJHY CTODOHY,
a caMManaps — 1o APYryw. alacxy 3T0 HeoOHYHOE MOJOXKeHHe GHI-
JI0 B DHKOBHHKY, H TOJbKO HEMHOTHE H3 HHX MOJOIIH Bauxe, cay-
W4 H3 TeMHOTH! K BRIXKMAAIOUlE IMAAS M3-33 MAJjeu CHASIMX nepej
HuMu. Korna u3 TeMHOTHI, THXKEN0 CTYNas, BIISN MacTOJ0HT, OHH
3a1IEBeJIHIINCh CO CMEIUAHHBIMH YYBCTBAMH YIOBOJIBCTBHS H CTpa-
xa. CHayana GBHIM CABIUIHBL TOABKO IUArH TSAXKEAEIX HOT, IMOTOM
BCIIBIXHYMH (aKesNbl H OCBETHJIH TeMHHE (HTYDH. Hakonen macto-
OOHTH BOULIH B Kpyr ceeta. KopoBy Iyxy sen Caxcne, a oA#H H3
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MalbYHKOB TaHy cHAell Yy Hee Ha luee. ONHAKO cacky CMOTPeNu
He Ha Hee, a Ha HOBOPOKIEHHOIO MaJbILa, IMEAIIEro PsiioM ¢ Hel.
Korna CaHole BHTSAHYJ PYKY H KOCHYJACH MaJeHBKOrO XoboTa, H3
TEeMHOTH JOHeccs oA0OpHTebELEH ponoT, TosNbKo mocie 3Toro MaH-
LYKTOC 3aHAJ CBOe MECTO Y KOCTpa.

ApMYyH cHAeNna Mo3aiH GXOTHUKOE, COALIUN peGeHoK yaoGHO BHcel
B KOXXaHOH cyMKe v Hee Ha cnrHe. Korja Keppuk nofgHsacsd, utobsl
TOBOPHTb, W BCe Pa3roBOPHl CTHXJH, OHAa 3aKphHIAa JHIO PYKaMH,
yTOoObl ApPYTHE He BHIAeAH ee roproit yambku. OcBelueHHuN Irame-
HeM KOCTD4, OH Ka3aJcCs TAaKHM NPSMHEM H CHJIbHBIM, €r0 JJIHHHBbIE
BOJIOCE! OBIVIM NepeBA3aHBl JeHTOH M3 xapaadca, a Hopoxa cmycka-
nack Ha rpyiab. Korpa Bce 3aMo/4aziu, OH MOBEPHYNCHA TAK, YTOOH!
BCE MOTJIH CJIBIIIATH €rO.

— Buepa Mm yGuBaaH Mypry, a CeroflRfi XODOHHJH HX, O3TOMY
BH BCE 3HAETE, KAK MHOTO MX NMOrHGJ0 BO BpeMsi aTakd. Mul y6uau
OrPOMHOE KOJHYECTBO, U TOALKO HEMHOTHE OCTABIIHECH B JKHBHIX
Gexxann oT Hac. Tenepb OHH He CKOPO BepHyTcA o6paTHO.

[locae ero ¢/0B M3 TEMHOTH pasAanHch OXOOPUTENBHBIE KPUKH,
a KOrZla OH IepeBes UX Ha cacky, 3arpeMend GapafaHw, choenaH-
Hbole H3 THKB. KeppHK MOAOXKHAAJ, KOTAA BCe CTHXHET, H IPOXOJ-
XKada:

— OHu BepHYTCS He CKOpO, HO BCe Ke BepHyTcsi. BepHyres Goaee
CHJBHHMH, ¢ Jy4muM opy:xueMm, OHHM Bcerza BO3BpaulaloTes, H
GYRYT NPHXOAHTH CHOBA W CHOBA, H HE YCNOKOATCS, NMOK@ BCE MBI
He ympeM. DTC NpPaBAa, H Mbl JOJKHB BCerja MOMHHTL 06 3TOM,
O6 aToM U 0 Tex, UTO YyKe MOrHGJH.

Mpaunyw tHwany Hapymmnn XepuJak, ¥ B roJOoce €ro sByyana
ropeub:

— 3ro nefictBurensHo Tak. Keppuk 3Haer o6 3ToM, NOTOMY HTO
ero camMmaj OBuia MepBOi yHHuTOXeHa Mypry. OH ONHH BBIXKHI,
6Ll 32XBaueH Mypry B IJIEH M HAYUHJCA roBOpHTh ¢ HEMH. On
3HaeT HX OORIYaW, H TO3TOMY BH KOJKHBE CAYIIATh, KOTAA OH IOBO-
PHT O Mypry. Bul JONMEHEH caymaThb MeHs H cuasiiero specs Oprt-
Hapa, H60 MBI OJHH yuedenyu M3 Hauielt caMmal. Bce OXOTHHKH, BCe
JKEHIUUHBI, BCe OeTH M BCE MACTOLOHTH OHJAK YOUTH MYPTY.
CnyiaTeau ropbKo 3acTOHaJH MPH 3THX cJoBax, 2 CanoHe B3ras-
HYJl Ha MacTOAOHTA, BO3BHIUAIOILErocsd Hajk HUM, H 3allenTan
¢J0Ba TNOMHHANBLHOA MOJHTBH, OJHOBPEMEHHO cayliag IepeBon
Keppuka.

— Her MecTa, KyAa Mbl MOIVIH OB YATH OT HHX, FAe OHH HE CyMeJH
66 Hac HaliThH,— ckasaj Keppuk. — Cammaj, cuaduibe 3jechb, cpa-
MaJHCh € HUMY Ha Oepery BeJHKOrO OKeaHa, Ha PaBHHHE YTHHO-
KJIOBHX M, HAaKOHeN, B 3Tofi JOJANHE, NepeBalHB yepes BHCOKHE
ropul mepes 31eM. Cefiuac NpHULIO BDPeMA TpepBaTh Halle Gercrso.
Teneps MH: 3HaeM, UTO OHY BCeraa HafiAyT Hac, M NMO3TOMY £ CKa-
XY BaM, YTO HYKHO AeJaTh.

Keppuk caenan mayay, uro6n HabpaTh BO3ayxa, o6BeR B3IJSALOM
OXHNAOLHE JIHIA U NPOAOIKAN:
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~— MBl JOJNXKHBl MepeHecTH BOHHY K HHM, NMpHHTH B HX ropoa H
YHHYTOXUTD €T0.

Iocammanncy HeXOBEPYHBRIE BO3rAachl H OXOGDHTENbHHE KPHKH.
Cacky BONDOCHTENBLHO CMOTpeNH Ha Hero, H KeppHk mepesen HM
CBOM CJIOBA. 3areM Bce Tojioca Mepekpbln ronoc Xap-XaBodwl, H
OXOTHHKH 3aMOJAYaJIH, TOTOREIE BHICAYIIATH €ro.

— Kak Mbl MOXeM 310 cilenath? Kak MOXHO CpaxkaThCsl ¢ 3THMH
BOOPYKeHHBIMH Mypry? M yuuutoXuTh nenuit ropon? 4 He nonu-
Mal 37T0TO.

— Torna nocnywafite,— ckaszan Keppnk.— BoT urc uyxHO -cle-
JaTb, Xepujax 3HaeT BCE NYTH K FOPoAy AMbNIECAK: ONHaXAH OH
BOJMJ TYAA CBOHX OXOTHHKOB, YOHA HECKOJBKO MYDPIY H BepHYJCSH
KuBbiM. OH cMOXeT clelaTs 3T¢ elle pas. TofbKO Tengpb OH IO-
BEJET He TOPCTKY OXOTHHKOB, @ BCeX, KOTO MH cofepem. Ou rait-
XOM NpOBeAeT MX CKBO3b AXYHIJVIH, B MYPTy He HalAyT Hx, xak Obl
HH Hexaan. OH NpHUBefieT OXOTHHKOB B AJbNecak, a f CKaXy HM
anocol, KaK YHUYTOXUTbL 3TOT TOPOL U BCeX xuBymux B HeM. Ceii-
yac s pacckaxy BaM, Kak 3TO MOXHO caenaTh. — OH MoBepHyJICH
K MaHAYKTOC H IepeBeJ HM Bce 3TO, UTOOH OHH' TOXe 3HAJIH, 0 4eM
HAET peYb,

Bonapuaacey mosHAg THILMHA, HUKTO M3 CJAYIIATENER HE EBENHJ-
cqa. Bce rmaza cnenuan sa HHMM, KorJa OH WIarHya suepena. [e-To
B CTOpPOHe 3akpHuan pefeHOK, HO erg TyT Xe YCHoKoHNH. OnHH
mar — u BoT vie Kepp#k y orHa. CXBaTHB CYXYIO BETKY, OH CYHYJ
'ee B MaMs M NOCTYYaJ [0 TOJOBEINKAM, TaK YTO B BO3AYX B3BUJM-
¢l CHOM HCKP. 3arTeM OH BRITAIUMJ €e W3 KOCTPa, MBUIABIBYIO W TO-
TPeCKHBABIIYIO, H MOAHAJ BRICOKO Hal FOJOBOH.

— BoT uT0 MBI cAesaeMm — NpHHECEM OTOHb B MX TOPOJ JAePEBLEB,
TYAa, TAe ero HuKorfa He Gbino. Mypry He MoJMb3yloTcsl OrHEM H
He 3HAJOT O €r0 Da3pyUIHTeNrHOM AeHCTBHH. UTo 3K, MBI MTOKaxKeM
HM ero. Mbl mycTHM oross B AJbnecak, pa3pyiliM ero Jio OCHO-
BAHMS, COMOKEM BCeX MYPIY H He OCTaBHM TaM HHUero, Kpome
yraeiil

TMocnennee ero cOBO YTOHYJIO B IHKOM BOCTOPIKEHHOM DeBe.
Xepunak BCTA) DPSIAAOM C HHM, TOXe JepXkKa 3aXKKEHHYI BETBbL H
'4TO-TO KPHYA, HO TOJIOCA ero He GHJi0 CIAHLIHO H3-33 KPUKOB OXOT-
HukoB. OcTaJabHBE caMMafaphl cAeNaNu TO e cawoe, noka Kep-
PHK mnepeBoaHa ans maHayktoc, [lonss, B uem geno, CanoHe mo-
JO¥Aaj, MOKA CTHXHET HIYM, H TNOJOIMIEN K OrHIO, BLIXBaTHB 3
HEro NLIA0IIYIO TOJOBHIO, OH, MOAHAA €€ Hal rGJOBOH.

— Kapaiip cosfan ass wac 3Ty AOAHKY M NPHBEA Hac CiOfa, KOrjaa
BOKDYr OBIla TeMHOTa, 3aTeM OH cO3lai 3Be3Adl, 4robLl Hebo He
6EIO NYCTHIM, H JAYHY, YTOOH oHa ocBeuiana Ham nytb. Ho Bokpyr
GHJIO CAHUIKOM TeMHO, YTOGH MOTJIH PACTH PACTeHHS, U TOTAd OH
nomMecTus1 Ha Hebe conrue. Tak Owma co3Rad MHpP. Mb XKHBeM
B 3TOH noxuHe, nbo Mb Zerd Kapafipa.— OH MeanenHo o6sen
B3TJSI0M ayRUTOPHIO, rAYCOKO B3MLOXHYJ M IPOMKO NPOH3HEC OXHO
eNMHCTBEHHOE CyIOBO: — Kaporuuc!
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JKeHIIMHEL ¢acKy 3aKpPbIJIE CBOH JIMIA, 3 MYXUWHBE POMKO 3aCTO-
HaJH, Kak oT Goyu, TaHy ¢ HHTEPECOM CMOTDEIHM Ha HHX, XOTHA H
He nousan cnos. losops, CaHoHe pacXaxHBaJ BO3JNAE KOCTPA, ro-
J0¢ ero 6Ll TPOMOK U TpefoBaTeneH.

— KaporHuc CKpHIBAJCH B CYUIECTBAX, HA3HMBAaeMHX MYpPry, H OHH
6nan pasbuTH, a Te, YTO He yMmepaHn,— Gexaan. Ho 37o emme He
Bce, [Toka oHH XHBb, XHBer KapornHuc, W 3HAYHT, MH HE MOKEM
1yBCTROBATH cels B GesonmacHoctH. Ons Toro, Moxker GeiTh, Kanaiip
W MpHllesd K HAM B 3TOM HOBOPOXKJEHHOM MacTOJOHTE, 9TO6H No-
Ka3aTh NyTh K nobene Hax Kaporaucom. JI10AH MacTOROHTOB GYAYT
HamafaTh Ha MYPry R y6uBaTh uX.— OH BAPYT OCT2HOBHJCH, CXBa-
THJ APYTYIO TOPSIUYIC BETKY H 3aKPYTHJA ee Haj roJioBoH. — Mu
nofinem ¢ Bamu, B Kaporunc Oyzer yHuutoxen! Mur OyneM cpa-
JKATHCH DPSARNOM C BaMH, H YOHAL CBATHX JXHBOTHHIX MOTJOTHT
nxams.

Ero xectnl GHJH BIOAHE SCHB, H CAYWIATENH Pa3pa’zuiuch olo6-
puTenbHEIM peBoM. Byayuiee Guao mpeapeumeHo, Kamkaomy Xore-
JIOCh BHICKA3aThCfl, H OBbIJIO MHOTO KPHKOB, KOTOPHE TMOCTENEHHO
CTHXJH, KOorAa Xepuiaak notpeGoBan THLIMHEL,

— XBartut! Mbl 3HaeM, K yeMy CTPEMHMCSH, HO f XOUY YCJABIATH
or Keppuka, xak sto 6yaer cienano. §1 3raio, uTo OH MHOTO AY-
MaJsi 06 3ToM. IlycTb TOBOPHT.

— Korna na ropeHX 1epesajax pactraer cHer,— Hauan KeppHk,—
BCe MH cHOBa nofizeM B rope., CKopee BCero Ha TOH CTOPOHE HAC
cpasy Ke 3aMeTAT MYPIY, OHH JOJIKHE BHAeTb ABMIKyLIHECS BMe-
CTe€ C XeHUWHHAMU W AETBMH CaMMaj, a He BOOPYKEHHYI0 aDMHUI0
rany. HyxHo ux o6MaHyTs, Miag Ha zanaj, Mue OyJeM BCTPEYAThCA
¢ APYrHMH caMMaj, pa3aeasaTbesi H COEAHHATHCS BHOBbL, IyTas
ceou goporu. Hasa mMypry Bce Msl BHINIAANM OaHHaK0BO. ITosTomy
OHH HaBepHSKa NOTEPAT Halll caed. TONbKO Noc/ae 3TOre Mbl BHIf-
neM Ha Geper okeaHa, Mul §yneM OXOTHTLCS H JIOBHTh PHOY, Kak
JeJaJiH 3TO paHbUle, Korna ybuaH Mypry, NpHIeAIMX yOuTth Hac.
OHrM 3aMeTAT 370, 33AYMAKTCA K peillaT, 910 3TO ouepeAHas Jo-
BYIIKa, '

Keppux MOTpaTHJ MHOTO BPEMEHH, MBITASCH MPEACTABHTE cebs Ha
MecTe ufilaH W AyMarth, Kak ayMawr oHM. Kak aymana Bafutu,
KOTOpas— OH e COMHEBAaJCA B 3TOM — II0Ka XHBa, OyleM BO3-
raBiATy ¢apre. OHA MOrna, KOHEYHO, 3aNCAO03PHTD JIOBYIHKY M
MONHTATLCY OOpPaTHTL €e NPOTHB TaHy. DHJAO MHOrO BapHAHTOB
ee noBefewHs, Ho Keppuka 310 He Gecnoxouno. Camman we Oyxer
TaM, KOTAa OHa YHapHr. '

— Jaga nac He BaxHO, 4TO 06 STOM AYMAKT MYypry,— CKasan
on. — Camman yiayT ¢ Gepera npexie, 94eM Bpar YCIECET €70 Jo-
cTHYDb... OHM IPOCTORT TaM CTOJBKO, CKOJNbKO HYXKHO HIJSl 3arOTOB-
KH 3anacoB Ha 3uUMy. 3To Gynaer JIerko, Beab TaM OYAeT MHOTO
OXOTHHKOB H MaJso enokoB. Koraa M moBepHeM oOpaThO ¥ MPOH-
JeM uepes XOJMH, MH pasfeNuMcsi H caMMmaj yHAYT B FOPH, K CHe-
raM H 6Ge30MacHOCTH.
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— A OXOTHHRHM TIOMAYT Ha 1or, Mu! BoanMeM c coSoH Koe-Kakie
3anachl, a OCTAJNbMOe NPONHTAHHE NpPHAETCs AOOLITL 0XOTOH. Xe-
PHJIAK 3HAeT AOPOCY Yepe3 XOJNME, NMOTOMY 4YTO YK€ ABAXKAH RPO-
XOAHUA 1m0 HAM. MpI nuofjeM, Kak MOTYT XOAMTh [0 JIECY TOJbKO
OXOTHHKH, H, MOXeT OLlTh, HAC He 3aMeTsT. ONBAKO ¥V MYPry MHO-
ro 171a3, U TPYAHO HAZesThCS CKPHIThCH OT HHUX. Ho 3To He BaXk-
HO ~— OHH He CMOTYT OCTAHOBHTBb Ijac. ¥ HHX BCEro HeCK0JbKO 0XOT-
HHKOB 3HalOT Jlec, a ¥ Hac MHOXecTBO. Ecnu oM HaliayT Hac, To
yMpyT. Hcueanys B necax, Mel 6yeM aaTh, KOraa NpUIET BpeMs,
a mepen 3UMHHMH AOXKASIMH, KOTNa HOAVIOT CYXHe BETpbl, Hanaiem
Ha HHX, COXIKEM TODOX M YHHUTOXKHM ero xurejef. BoT Kak Mul
JOCTHTHEM CBOEH 1eny, :

Peutende 6nlsI0 NPHHATO, U AaKe €C/NH KT0-TO Onljl HE COTJIaceH, OH
HATErO HE CKa3aJl BCAYX, BCe BBICTYNABUIHE MOAAEpXai — HM Xo-
TEJOCh CPA3UTHCS C BPATOM HA €ro 3emJe,

Korfla xoctep morac ¥ pasrOBODH CTHXNH, COGpaHHE 3aKOHIHIOCH
H BCE DAa3OUIIECh MO CBOHM TAajaTKaM H rnemepaM. ADMYH 1iia
paaom ¢ KeppukoM.

~— JloJKeH U TH 1eJaTh 3TO? ~— CIPOCHAA OHA; XOTA U 3HARA €ro
oTBeT 3apanee. — Byap octopoxeH, Keppuk. 51 He xouy XHTb Ha
ceete Ges Teb4...

— Kaxk v a 6e3 Te6a. Ho ato HyXHO cienats. Bafiuru 6yner npu-
{XOMHTE A0 TEX NOp, MOKA OJHH H3 HAc He yMper. §I npunecy BoitHy
B Anprecax, yToGbl ocTaThes B WuBRX. C €6 CMepThIO TOPOA Cro-
PHT, MHAAAHB GYAYT YHHUTOXKEHB, a MBI CMOXEM XHTb CHOKORHO.
Ho He paHnme, B Tel AosmkHA TOHMMaTh 370. Bosbuie s Hayero
He MOTY CleaTh.

28

Bepuypumics B Anvnecax, BaliHTH moHANA, 9TO NOTEPsANna PACnofo-
xenpe Mancac. [Tpuuunst 3roro GEIIM BIOJHE NOHSTHHL.

Korza ycrosoy Omsin HafizeHbl Ha 3amaje, Kyaa oHY npobpaliuce,
nepefinga depes rophl, BafiuTd cpa3y pemmuaa, wro UX HYXKHO YHHY-
TOXHTb. PaccrosiHue GulIo SONBUIAM, HO axXAa MecTH eule (60Jb-
e, YpPYKeTO TepeBessin OrpoMHoe koaudectso ¢aprd, H Ha Ge-
pery BHPOCHH TIPYAM CHapsxeHus. Mascac ofofpsana Bce NpHro-
ropynierysa Bafinru. Korma suma korumnack, BaftwTh aBHHYyJach
BIEpeJ BO IAaBe apMais, Kakofi MHp eme He Buaes. OHM M
BIL2JH OT MOpH, XOpPoLIO BoopyXKeHNbe, ¢ §0JbLIIMM KOJIHUECTBOM
34MacoB IPOJOBOJILCTBHS W NPOuHONA 3aImuTofl. MecTonosoxeHue
BCEX YCTO30Y OBIIO H3BECTHO, ¥ UX CTAH OJHA 3a HNPYrodt OKpyKa-
JHCh H YHHUTOXKANACh. DTO JOJIKHO OHJIO CTATh KOHLOM BCEX YCTO-
30Y.

A mnotom pasfuras apMHSI BepHYJach LOMOH.

VsBecTHe 0 mpoHcHieflneM LOCTHIVIO TOPOAA 33aA0JI0 AO TOro, Kak
nepBasi dapru crynuna Ha Geper. Korma Bafiutn AoKa2nmBana
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coeery, Mancac Ha Gepery He Omuo. OrcyrcerBHe 3iicTau Oblio
BecbMa MHorogHauuTenpHo, CoBeT XOJOAHO BHIcayHlal o0biACHe-
vue Ba¥isTH, nojcunTan noTepH, a satem ornyctia ee, TouHee, oT-
NpaBu/ NPoYb, KaK OOGHIYHYIO (hapry.

[ocne takoro najenus BafiuTe nmepecrana NpuXoAuTh Ha ambeces,
rae HinaHbl COOMPANNCh KaXKAKHM JA€Hb, TAe cHiela JUCTaH M Ha-
xoaunca uentp ropoja. OHa ocraBazach B CTOPOHe, OJHHOKas H,
BHAMMO, 3a0mTas, H XKAana COOGHIEHHS, KOTOpoe Bce Ile NPHXO-
ouno. OHa JummMnach PaClOACKEHHS, U HHKTO He NpubauKajcs
K Helf, Kak GH HM COUYBCTBOBAJ H3THAHHUILE,

[Ipouwio MHOTO AHedl, npexie uyeM K Hell SBUJCA MOCETHTENb, KO-
TOPOro OHa BOBCE He XKenana BugeTb. Ho BeTpeu ¢ sdeHsene Hu-
KOTZIa He cleloBajlo H30eraThb.

— D710 Moraa OHTbH TOJABKO TH,— MpauHo 3aMmeTuna Baliutu,—
Joub CMepTH — CAUHCTBEHHAS], KTO PHCKYET BHAETLCS CO MHOH.

— $1 xouy moroBOpHTb, 3(eHsene,— ckasana IJHru. — 1 canlmana
MHOTO pPacCKasos O TOCReAHeM TIoXoJe, H BCce OHH Oropyalor
MEHS.

— MuHe onu ToXe He JOCTaBASIOT yaoBoabcTBUA. Korma A yxoauia
DTCIOAA, TO OblJIa CapH-3HOTO, 4 ceRuac CHMXy OJHa M XKAY BH30BZ,
KOTODHII BCe HE NMPUXOAHT, H Jda)e He 3HAW0, KTO 5 — IO-IpexHe-
MY CapH-3HOTO, KOTOPasi MOXKET KOMAaHJOBAaTb, MJIH JKe YIaja HHXe
dapru.

— 4 sfech He gaAs TOro, 4To6Hl YMHOXKATH TBOM cTpaixaHus, [Ipas-
14, Te, 4TO MAABAIOT Ha I'PeOHAX BHICOKUX BOJIH...

— Moryr ToJbKO TNOrpyautbhcs B nyuuHy. OctaBuis nomobube
PacCyXAeHHS] MAs CBOHX NOAPYr. $ 3Haw 3TH TAYIOCTH, CKas3aH-
Hble Bailledl OCHOBOMOJOXKHHNEH (apuexuin, H MHOJHOCTBIO HE CO-
rJacHa ¢ HEMH.

-~ He 6ymem ccopatbes. 1 npuunia notomy, 4To Xo4y YCABMIATH
oT Te6a Nparay.

BaiiaTi pesko ofopBasa ee, LIEAKHYB NPH 3TOM fNaabLaMH.

— Mers He BoOJHYeT, YTO TOBOPAT APYr APYry rayneie ¢apry, s
He cobupawncek 06cyx1ath HX OeccMblc/ienHble PaccKashl.

— 3Haunrt, 6yAeM rOBOPHTb TOJNLKC 0 (PaKTax,— DHrd Onsna mpay-
Ha H #eyMonuMma,-— At (akTH u3pecTHel HaM of6euM. [lenedH
v6enusa MHOTHX H3 Hac MOAAEpKaTb Tebs, H 5TH BBeACHHBIE B 3a-
GAYRKACHUSA CYIIECTBA MONOJAHHAU TBOW apmui. OHu yiLIH ¢ ToOOH
Ha 3Ty yOHACTREHHYIO XKaMIIaHHIO H He BEPHYJHCE.

— Paaymeercs. — PasrosapuBasi, BafinT Zenafla TeIOM Kak MOX-
HO MeHbLIC ABHXKEHUH, coofHias JHIIp MHHHMYM HHOOpMAUHH, K
TYT Xe 3aMupasa, korpa ece b0 ckazano. — OHH yMepJH.

— Tu ybuaa ux.

— Hx y6uau ycroszoy.

— Tl mocnana HX NMPOTHB YCTO30y 0e3 OPYXKH5, OHH MOIVIH TOJb-
KO yMepeTb.

— $1 mocnana HX NPOTHB YCTO30Y, KaK Aeflaka 3TO CO BCEMH ADY-
rumy. OHH caMu OTKA3aNMHChL HECTH ODYZXKHe.
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— TloyeMy onM caenany 370? Thl DOJXKHA O0LACHHTL MHE. — JHTH
HAKNOHHJAAach BIepeR, H BafiuTh otnpsinyna ot Hee.

— 51 e xouy roBopuTh ¢ TO6Ofl,— cKa3aja ORa, MO-IPEXKHEMY Je-
Jaasi MEHAMYM ABEkeHnH. — OcTaBb MeHs.

— Tonabke nocse Toro, Kak TH OTBETHHIL Ha MOH Bompoc. § no0aro
AyMasa Haj 3THM U NPHUINA K Hen3(GeXKHOMY BBIBOAY, UTO NPHUHHA
HX HNeHCTBHH XH3HEHHO BaXKHA AJSA CAMOTO HAUIEro CYHIECTBOBA-
Hus. [enelin ¥ 51 mo-pasuoMy O6LACHAAN yueHHe YTyReHanchl, [Te-
vieflH ¥ ee Noc/NeaoBaTeaH peIlHaH, 4TO TBOE XeJ0 NpaBoe, H I0o-
man 3a T060H. Teneps onn MeptBH, [louemy?

— Twl He moAyuHIWb OT MeHs oTBera. Hu oftHOro cnosa B nomepm-
Ky Bamreft paspymmenbﬂoﬁ dbunocodun. ¥Yxoan.

Kasafocs, creHy MpayHOW HENOABHXKHOCTH BafiHTH Henb3g OBIIO
paspyliaTh, HO DHMH OKas3alach pelIHTenbHa H TBepfa B CBOEM
HaMepeHHH.

— Ounn HecM OpyXHe, KOTJA YXOMHAH OTCIOAA, H OBIJIA ¢ NYCTHIMA
pykamu, xorfla yMepas. Tel yTBep:KAaellb, YTO IO CBOeMY BHIGODY,
HO UX BHOOp He 3aBHCEJ OT MSICHUKA, NOCAABLIErQ HUX Ha GOHHIO.
BafiuTH ¢ TPYROM BBIHECJa 3TO paccuutaHHoe ockKopGieHue, [y6H
€e 3alpoXaJH, HO OHA MO-NMpPeXHeMy MoJuajsa. JHTH Ge3KaNoCTHO
IPOROANKAJA:

— 51 croBa cnpawnBao Te6s, NoYeMy TH cAenana 31o? Hro Morao
H3MEHHTb HX B3TJSAB Ha HOLIeHUe OpyXxus? UTo-TO sIBHO CAYYUH-
Jdoch. TH 3Haeuts 3T0 U CKaxkeub MHE,

— Huxgoraal

— Cgaxeus!

'DHIH KauHYNach Buepesl U cxKaflla pyKd Ba¥HTH CBOMMH MOIIHBIMH
IajablaMH, €e POT IHHDOKO DACKPHLICH B rHeBe. B To e MrHOBe-
HHe OHa 3aMeTHJia cnalrle NBHKEHHSI PajOCTH M BHINYCTHAa BafiH-
TH, OTTOJNKHYB e oT celd.

— Tefe HpaBUTCR, YTO 5 HCMOAB3YIO HACHJHE, HE TaK JH? — CKa-
3a7la DRTH, TAXKeN0 AHma.— T Xovellls YBHAETH MeHA ONYCTHB-
mefics g0 Hacwaus. Ho 1 He yHHXKY ce(d, Kak 6H MeHst HH NPOBO-
gMpoBasH. Sl He npHcoedHHIOCH K Tefe B TBOEH NOANOH KHBOTHOR
MCTNOPYEHHOCTH,

Tepnerne Ba¥HTH KOHYMJIOCH, H BeChb T'HEB, CACPKHBAaeMHR co AHA
BO3BpalleHNs, BHIPBAACT HAPYXKY.

— Tu He NpHCOEAMRMIILCS KO MHE — Jla BEAb TH YXKe npucoenu-
nuaace! TH, Kak H #] MOANAJACH THEBY, 3HAUHT, KaK H f, Gyzeub
y6HBATS.

— Her,—ckazana Durm, cHoBa cnoxofinas.— 2Toro § HUKOraa
He cXesalo, TaK HM3KO A HHKOTZA He ONYULyCh.

— Huxkorna? Tel Oygewn gesaTbh 9TO.. Bce BLl Oyaere. Te, uto
npucoeauuunnce K Ilenefin, yxe nenanu. Otn CTPEIANH M3 CBOMX
XeCOTCaHOB H yOHBaJIH yCT030y. B 3TM MHHYTH OHU OLlnu Hacros-
WHMH MAJaHAMH, a He KaJoOHO HOWOWIMMHU, NPe3peRRLIMH H3rHAH-
HUKaMH,

~— Onn y6uBans — H yMepaH,— MAFKO CKazana DHIH,
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— Ja, onn ymepan. Ilogo6ho Tebe, OHH He CMOTAH NEpeHeCTH TO-
r0, UYTO OKAa3aJHch He JNyYllle BCeX OCTAJbHHX...

Tyt BalikTu ocTaHOBHJAcCh, MMOHSB, UTO B THEBE OTBETHJA lla BO-
npoc JHTH, YKPENHB T€M CAMEIM €e Bepy.

Korna Duru yaHasa NpaBiy, BECh €e T'EB HCNAPHUJICS.

— Cnacu6o tebe, sdensene, cnacubo. Cerogus Thl OkKaszaja MHe
H Houepsm JXu3nd orpoMHy© ycayry. TH cKasaja, yTO MBI HaA
NPaBUALHOM TIYTH H AOJXKEB KATH NO HEMy, He cBopauusas. ToJb-
KO Ha 3TOM TNYTH MOXEM MBI ZOCTHUYb NPaBAW, 0 KOTOPOH TI'CBO-
puaa YryseHanca. Te, uTo yOHBAaNH, YMepJiH CaMH Ioclae 3STOrO
ybufictBa, a Apyrue, BHAS 3TO, PEMIHAH MOCTYDUTh WHaue, Tak H
6b110, BepHO?

BafiHTH OTBEeTHAIa XOJOAHLIM THEBOM:

— Jla, Tak 6BLIO, HO 1O OpYrHM npHuHHaM. OHH yMeplH He NO-
TOMY, 9TO ObLIY Jydimie, a AN TOro, YToOb INIO3BOAHTb BLIXKHTb
ApPyrAM HHAnaHaM, NOTOMY 4YTC ORJIM TCYHO TAKHMH, KaK Te, Iep-
sble. OHH XyMaJH, 4TO MOTYT H36eXaTh CMEPTH H3THAHHHX H3 TIo-
polla, HO OHH OWMOGANHCL, U YMEPJH TOUHC Tak xKe. Bbl He myuyire
BCEX IPOYHX, 4 KOE B YeM ropasio Xyxe.

Mosua, morpysuBIUECL B CBOHM MEICAH, 3HTCH NOBEpHyJacs U HO-
LIV1a, HO Y BXOAA OCTAHOBHJIACH H OIVITHYJAACh.

— Cnacu6o tebe, 3denzene,— ckazana oHa,— cnacubo 3a Npasny.
XKans, 4TOo TaK MHOro norubyo, 4To6s OTKPLITE €€, HO, BOSMOXKHO,
3T0 GBI eMHHCTBEHBHN nyTh. Moxer, naxe TH B CBOeM CTpeMJe-
HHH K CMEPTH PHHOCHIIb HaM KH3Hb. Cnacubo.

Badfiatu samunena oT rHesa U KeJaHHS BUEAHTbCH JHTH B roplo,
HO GeicTpo B3sna ceGs B pyxu. Cefiuac, B ee HeolpeneseHHOM I10-
JMOXEHHH, el NMPHXOAMAOCH MHOroe cHocuth. C 3THM HYXKHO ObLIO
UTO-TO fenarh, MoxeT, NoAiTH Ha amBece] K Jitctad H NOTOBOPHTD
¢ mefi? Her, 310 mMoXer HUYero He AaTh, a NOCAe TAKOrO NMyONHU-
HOro yHUXEHHS efi yxe He nogustecs. Ho uro Ttorna? Ecte au
KTO-HHOYAbL, KOTO OH& MOXeT BH3BaTh? [la, ects OAHa, KoTOpad,
KaK H OHAa, BEDUT, UTO HET HHUYEro BajKHEe YHUUTOKEHHA YCTO30Y.
Ora BHINIA, M0403BaNa MPOXOAUBIIYIO MUMO (hapru ¥ NpoHHCTPYK-
THpOBaJa ee.

Boarmasg wacTs gHA NpolIa, HO HHKTO He MOSABWJCA, H MOCTRIEH-
HO rHeB BallHTH CMeHunCH NOJHON OMyCTOWENHOCTHI0. OHa Moaya
CHIeNMa, HH O, 4eM He ayMas. HacTosibxo TeMHBIM H MpadHHM Oulio
ee HACTPOERHe, YTO OHA C TPYAOM Nprmuja B cebst U DOAHANACH,
KOTAa HaKoHel 3aMeTHJa, UTO PSAOM KTO-TO CTOHT.

— 3ro TH, Crannan?

— Tol noceNaMa 3a MHOA?

— Ma. Ty He npHiIa HABECTHTH MeHS N0 CBOeH BoJe.

— D710 MOrAM 3aMeTHTh M nepeaarh Mascac, a MHe He HYXHO
noao610e BHHUMAHNE €O CTOPOHH DficTan.

— §I BepuJsa, 4TO TH MOMOXKELIb MHE, HO TH, BHAHMO, §0Jbile Le-
HHIIbL CBOIO IUKYDY.
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Crannan cTosma IMHPOKO PACCTABHB HOTH H yXOAUThH He cobupa-
J1ach.

— Her, Baiinty, g He neHo ¢Bolo WIKypYy. Moe genc y6rsars ycro-
30y, H KOrfa THl BeJa, f muia ciefoM. Cefiqac TH B CTOPOHE, ¥
1 KEY.

ITnoxoe HacTpoeHHe BaliHTH HEMHOTO YJydIZHAOCh.

— 4 me ommbaach, NpURAB 910 32 Hamek, Ctannau? 3a jervai-
IDMA HaMeK, YTO MOSl 3Heprud Hauuia Obl Jyulllee IIDHMEHeHHE,
YCTpOHR A pesnio O6nmxxaimux yctosoy? Ure MHe He CTOHJAO 3aTe-
BaTh COMADBIIYIC KAMINAHHIO, YTOOH YOGHTbH GAHOTO XKaXKOTo YCTO-
30Y?

— 310 TBOM choBa, Baitari, a He mon. Ho 3Haf, uto s pasgensio
TBOE JKellaHHe Pa3QpRaTh ropJo 3TOMY yCTO30Y, _

— Ho npecaenosats ero, kyza 6H OH HH NOGEXaN, CRALIKOM
MaJjaor?

Bafintu xonuaa no KoMHA4Te B3af U BRepPed, H3BHBasACh OT THEBa,
ee KOTTH PBaJd IJieTeHoe NOKPBITHE Mona.

— 4 rosopto sto Tebe, Craanan. Bo3aMoxkKHo, Hallla NMOCAEAHNS aTa-
kKa Obia omnOKOH, HO, HauuHas ee, HHKTO M3’ HAC He 3HAJ, 4eM
OHa 3aKOHYHUTCS, a ¥ BceX OBIIM 4eCTOMOOHBLe cTpeMaeHusn. Jlaxe
y TOH, 4TO cefiyac He XOYeT TOBOPHTR CO MHOM. — Ona mnosephy-
Jack ¥ TKHysaa nanslem B Crannad. — Ckaxy mue, repuast Cran-
JaK, TNoYeMy TH, BCe BpeMa ualerasiiad MeHA, [OpUILAa ce-
roARs?

— Tloreps 3aGuTe. KpoMme T0ro, GOABbIMKHCTBO YOHTHIX [POCTO
dapru. Cefivac 3gech roBOpST TOJNBKO O TeX WHJaHAX, KOTOPBIX
ycTo30y y6daam B necy, H O MEPTBHIX camuax Ha Gepery, Ha mHo-
I'HX CHHMKaX, KOTOPHIe DPHHOCAT NTHHE, H300pa)KeHEl YCTO30Y.
HfinaHel cMOTPAT HA HHX, H rHeB HX pacrer. OHH YAHBJAAKTCA, TO-
YeMy IPEeKPaTHJIOCh HX YHHUTOKEHHE,

Baifintu ot yAoBONBCTBHA 3amea.

— Bepraa Craanan, a ommbanace B tefe. [Tora s ocraBanace
B MPAuYHOM OJWHOYECTBE, THl CHENANA TO, YTO NPHBERET K KOHIY
Moelt ccolIKH. Tl HanoMHHNIa HM 06 YCTO30y, TMOKas3ana, YTo OHU
Aerany u AeaaloT BuoBs. Ckopo 3a wmuow mpuayTt, Craanas, no-
TOMY 4TO BCIOMHAT: YHHYTOMXEHHE YCTO30Y— OZHA H3 Beluel, Ko-
TOpHle 5 jgeJap xopollo. Mel coBepuan OmMHOKH —H KOe-yeMy
HayuHJHuch, Teneps 9T0 OYAET CNOKOHHAS, yMesnast pesHs YCTO30Y.
Kax cpsiBaioT ¢ AepeBa mJ0JAH, YTOOE HAKOPMHTH KHBOTHBIX, TaK
Mbl OyZeM CPHIBATh 3THX KUBOTHBIX, W OGygeM jpejarth 3TO A0 Tex
nop, NOKa AepeBO He onycTeéTr u [eHpamy He CTaHeT TOJARKO
HAJRHCKUM.

— 4 ¢ ToGok, BafinTu, YBUIEB nepBOro ycrosoy, £ cpady MOHAJA,
YTO KTO-TO M3 Hac JOJXeH yMmeperh. Man oHH — uau Mu...

— 310 npaBaa. Ilpuaer Aenb, KOrja uepen NOCAEAHEr0 YCTO30Y
nosBecat Ha munw Crennl Meropun,

Cranyian OTBETH/IA THXO, HO ¢ 0OJBIIOH HCKPEHHOCTHIO!

— Ero nosecar Tyaa Teou pyxu, Baftntu. Tonbko TBOM.
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29

Y BafiHTH BOLLIO B NPHBHYKY Kax/HH Beucp mnepei 3aX0A0M COJH-
ua npHXOAUTL K Makery [enpawmn. Ero cosaarenu, 3akonuHB pa-
'6oTy, YXOAMJH, H BCE 3TO WIHPOKOE, c1alo OCBelIeHHOE MPOCTPaH-
CTBO [EPEXOAHJ0 B €€ pacnopsxeHne. 3Jecb OHAa MONJa H3yd4aTh
H3MeHEHHs, MPOUCIUIEAINe 32 JAeHb, €CJIH NTHUHE NPHHOCHAHN HHTE-
pecine cHuMKH. Cefidac OHJIO JeTO, XKHBOTHHE MNepeABHralHch
¢ MECcTa Ha MeCTO, W CTaM YCcTO30y AelasH To xe camoe. OHa BH-
Aena, KaK OHM CXOIMJIKCh BMECTe, 3aTeM pacXoAMJHCh, H TaK A0
TeX NOp, MOKA HX HEBO3MOMXHO OBIJIO OTJAHYHTL OIHY OT APYroH.
'V Hee He OblJIO BIaCTH, H OHA He MOTJA PACTOPAXKATLCS NOJETAMH
NTHL, MO3TOMY €3 BCSIKHX BONPOCOB NpPHHAMaJa Ja106y0 HHbopMa-
LHIO, 3aNeYaT/eHHyl0 Ha CHHMKaX.

OpHax b, Korpa oHa Omi2 3feck, npuplia CTalslaH M NphHecha
TOJBKO UTO TMOCTYHNHBLIME CHUMKH, KOTOPni€ XOTeNa CPABHUTh C ApY-
rimMy. Bafinty HeTepneNnBO CXBATHJAA UX W NPoCMOTDPena B ciafoMm
CBeTE YXOAAIWIEro AHA., XOTA MeKAYy HEMH He ONJAO HHKAKOTO JA0-
ropopa, Toabko Crasnan 3Hana, uro BafinTn GbiBaeTr 3zech B 3To
BpeMs AHS, H B NOCJEAHHE AHH IPUXOAMIA CaMa, NPHHOCA BCE HO-
BEle AaHHEIE O ABHXKeHHA# ycro3oy. Taxum obpasoM, BaitHtH 607b-
e, yeM KTO-TH60 B ropoge, 3HajAa O TeX, KOro0 OHa TOKAdAach
YHHUTOXKHTD,

Korza HOSBHJHCH HOBHIE CHEMKH AOJXHHH YCTO30Y Ha ore, ona
H3yyusaa uX ocofieHHo BHMMAaTeJdoHO, H ee He YAHBHJO, KOTAa Of-
HaXaH KOXAHHE YKPHITHS K GOJbIUMe KUBOTHBIE Hcue3sH. KeppHk
He Xores XJaTh ee BO3BpalleHHa ¥ yumen. Ho oH nosBHTcs cHOBA,
OHa Gbl1a B 3TOM yBepeHa,

Bce aT0 mosroe JeTo oHa H3yuaja Maker u kganaa. OHa caeauna
33 NepeJBHIKEHHAMH Da3JHUHBIX CTaH yCTO30y H BHARNA, KAaK O~
Ha u3 0cof0 KPYNMHHX ABHMKETCH Ha BOCTOK. Korjza HaKOHel 3Ta
CTas BBILIA U3-NI0J 32UIKTH FOP M AOCTHIJIA OKeaHa, OHA elle MOJ-
Yana u Npojosxana xKxaThb. JKaoana oHa H TOTjAa, KOrAa OHH OCTa-
HOBHJIHCH TaK, YTO KX JIErKO MOXHO 6mA0 atakoBare ¢ Mopa, Ee
Tepnedne Owno GearpaHuyno. Cranjlan mepenaBasia €H PasTOBGPH
HAJAal, BCTPEBOMKEHHHIX NPHOJHXKEHHEM 3TOH CTaH M TeM, YTO
NPOTHB Hee HUYEro He NpeANnpHHHMaercss. MaJscac Toxe cabiwana
3TH pPasroBOpH, BHAENA CHHMKHM H LOJXHA OWaa 4TO-TO AelaTh.
Tenepb faBAeHMe OKa3HBAJOCh HAa Hee, a He Ha BaluTtH, U 3TOT
dakr nozsonsa BaliHTH HajeaTbcd Ha CKOPLUI BRISOB K Jicran.
Koraa Hakounen npmuaa dbapru, Ba#inTe nocrapanach CKPHTb CBO€
TOPIKECTEO.

— Coo6mienne Baiatn or JfcTaH.

— Tosopu.

— ‘Tpebyercst TBOe NPHCYTCTBHE Ha aMbecen.

—— Bosepamancsa. 5 uny.

Bafinth MHOro zymana of 3TOM MOMeEHTe, pacCUHTHIBAf, Kakofl
HUHTEPBAJ] CTOHT €H BBIIePKAaTh, NPekAe YeM OHA TOSBHTCS B aM-

301



fecen, He ouenb Gosbiiofi: He cTOMAC 3HTL Mancac 6es IpHUHHEL
CHauasa oHa Xotesna 06paTHThcR K Hel GOPMAABHO, HO TOTOM OT-
KasaJslach OT ?TOro. BafHTK KamHysna HEeCKOJbKO Kanelb AYUIMCTOTO
‘Mac/ia Ha NaloAd 4 HaTtepia cBOH rpefeHb, Tak 4TC TOT ¢a1abo 3a-
CHSIJ, a OCTATKAMH cMas3aja pykr. Temeps MoxHO Oblio HATH. Ona
nollfia He TOPONACh, HO BHOpana KpaTyadLIYK JAOPOTY K aMbece.
Tam, B cepeluHe roposa, oHa KOTZa-TO CHAeaa Kak ficrau. Te-
nepb CHa BO3Bpaillajach TyAa, HO B KakoMm kayecrse? Kawouumcs
npocuteneM? Her, TONbKO He 3TO, OHa CKOpee YMpET, YyeM IIonpo-
CHT 0 MuaocTH. OHa roToBa MOAUHHMTBCA NPHKA3y O CIYKEHHH
Anbnecaky, Ho He GoJblue. DTO pellleHHe OHJIO B KAXAOM IBHIKE-
HHUH €e Tella, KOrha OHA LINa no YAHNAM.

Anbbecen Tenmepb crana GoJblie, IPHHAB BeeX NpUOHBIIKK 3 Uner-
Gana. Iloapaense BafinTH OHJOC 3aMeueHO, W BCE PaCCTYNMIAKCD,
NO3BOJAA €H NPOUTH, HO HHUKTO He B3IVISHYJ HAa Hee W He IONpH-
BeTcTBOBas, OHa fmaa 3jiech u Bpoae OH ee He OBAO A0 Tex 1OP,
II0Ka OHAa He NMOTrOBOPHT ¢ Mascac, .

I'pynna sokpyr dficrau oceofoguna aas BaftHTd npoxod, Koraa
oHa npubnusHAach, HO HHKTO He MOAHs/A Ha Hee riasa. He o6pa-
a8 BHHMAHHA Ha 3TH NOJAYOCKOpOJNenHs, OHA YBEPEHHO NpOoLLIa
BIepel H, OCTAHOBUBIIHCH mepex Mascac, Moada XKJAaja, KOraa ta
B3[VISIHET Ha Hee.

— $1 3;ecn, dicrau.

— Jla, el 32ech, Ba#HTH. — DTO OBina MPOCTO KOHCTATALHSA (ak-
Ta, a He NpHBeTCTBHe HAU oTrankhuBaHue. Koraa BaliHtu samepaa
H BBIXKHAATENbHO 3aMoaYaiia, Mancac npofosxuna:

— Camble cMeabe K3 CeBepHBIX YCTO30y BHILAH K Gepery okeaua,
rAe MX MOXHO BEICNEAHTL H YHHUTOXHTE,

— $I sHalw 06 sTom, Dlicrau.

— A 3Haewn JH TH, YTO # mpukaszaja Craanad no#Td Tyaa u
yOHTDL HX?

— 3o MHe HeussecTHo. Ho 9 3nawo, uto Craanau nepsas u Jayu-
asi B YHHUTOXKEHHH YCTO30Y.

— Mpgue nmpuAtHo caninath 310 ot Te6a. Ho Crannan ue cornmacha
¢ toboit. OHa CcyHTaeT, 4TO 3HAET CJAMHIKOM Mano, 4ToOBl €TaThb
CapH-3HOTO B NOTONE 32 YCTO30Y. TH COINTACHA ¢ 3THM?

Bonpoc 6Ha 3ajaH NPSMO, U OTBeYaTh Ha Hero Hajgo OblIO 6e3
omnbok. Koraa Bafintu 3aropopuna, B ee ABHXKEHUSX GBIIA HCKPEH-
10CTL H TBEPAOCTh HAMEDCHHA.

— Crannan — BeJMKHH OXOTHHK H UCTpeGHTENb YCTO30Y, ¥ BCE MEl
yuuJHch y Hee. Uro XKe KacaeTcs ee crnocoGHocTefl KaK CapH-3HO-
TO, 3TC PemaTs He MHe. ToNbKo DECTAU MOXKET HA3HAUWTL CapH-
3HOTO, U 3ACTau CHUMAET ero.

Hy Bor, riasroe 6uo cxasako. He BoamylueHHe, HE NONBITKA Ha-
XMHMa HJH JIeCTH, a Hpocrtas KoHctatamusa dakros. Kak Bceraa,
NpaBo pelleHHsa NMpRHaAIeXHAT DHcTad. pyrue MOTYT COBETOBATH,
HO PeNI2eT TOJbKO OHA,
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Mancac o6pena B3TIAAOM MOJAYA CTOSABIUHX BOKpyr #iinad. Cran-
JaH CTosWla Kpenko, Kak NepeBo, KaK BCerAa roTOBasl BHINOJHHTb
noJydyenHsld npHkas, Hukto M3 BHAeBIIMX ee He cKazax GH, YTO
OHa MOKET He corjacHTbes ¢ Dicrau. ECAN Ta CKAXKeT, YTO y Hee
MaJo 3HaHu#, uToGH CTaTh CapH-sHOTO, 3T0 Oyner npuHato Ges
BO3PaXKeHHH.

Mascac oragnena ofenx ¥ NPHHAJA pelleHHe.

— ¥cT030y AOMKHBE ObiTh YHHUTOXEHH. §1— J#cTan, H HasHavalo
BafiuTu capH-3HOTO, KoTopas 3aiiMercd 3THM. Kak Th xodemib J10-
CTHYb 3TOr0, CAPH-9HOTO?

Bafintn otordana ot cefs Bce MEICAR O nofefe M mocrapasnach
CKDHTb CBO€ JIHKOBaHie. BMecTo 3TOro OHa 3HAKOM Bhpasnjia ro-
TOBHOCTH NMOBHEOBATHCA H 3aroBOPHJA:

— Bce ycrosoy usberaior cefiuac Qepera, rie Ouiu YHHYTOXKEHHI
HX copoAuuH. Ho ofiHa cTas NpHUNIa H DPAacnosIOXWJIach PAAOM
c HaMu. §1 cpaay HOHAJA, YTO 5TO HOBas JOBYLUKA, H 3HAYHT, HYXK-
HO CAeJaaTh ABe BewWH: H3GexKaTp 3anMagHi, # YCTPOHTH 3aNafHIO
YCTO30Y,

— Kak TH A0CTUFPHEIIb 3TOTO?

— Mm sHliieM k3 ropoia Asymsa rpynnamu. CTajiaaH noBejer nep-
BYIO, KOTOpasi ABMHETCH Ha ceBep Ha JoOAKax, 4ToObl HallacTb Ha
yCTO30y TaK Ke, KaK 3T0 Jeja’och B npoluioM. Ee rpysia npo-
BejleT HOYb Ha Oepery nmepen yTpeBEefi araxoil. 51 noseny sTOpyIO
rpynny #a OHICTPOXOAHHX YPYKeTe Tak, uToOW ¢ Oepera Hac He
OBJI0 BUAHO. MH BHCaXHMCS CeBepHee YCTO30Y H BHE3aNHO YAADHM
10 HUM, Ipe}Je ueM OHH OOHAPYXKaT Hallie MPHCYTCTBHE.

Maudgcac caenana 3HaK NOHMMaHHA H B TO JKe BpeMs YAHBJICHUS.

~— 3710 ¥362BUT HAC OT CTAK YCTO30Y, HO KaK 3ALIKINATECA OT Tex,
KOTOpble CIpAYyTCS H Houblo nepebeioT rpynmy CranaaH, Koria
Ta Oyler cuatb Ha fepery?

— DOfcray 0o0HapyXHJaa MYAPOCTh B NOJAX0Ae K 3TOMY BOIpOCY.
Koraa ycroszoy saMeTdT BHCaXHBaloWiuxcs Ha 6eper ¢aprH, oHH
VBHIOAT TOABKO BHrpyKaeMmule MAco M Boay. [locae macrymieHus
TeMHOTH 3TH 3amlacH nepeHecyT oOpaTHO, a BOKPYr MOCTAaBAT Haule
HOBOE HOUHOe opyxKue. Korga sto OyaeTr ciesnaHo, HHJIAHB Mepel-
AYT Ba HOUHBIE JOLKH, H, ecld HAYHeTCR aTaka, ROAKH YHAYT, a H2
Gepery ocTaHeTCH TOJALKC CMepTh.

MaJcac 3agyManach, TOTOM BRPa3HJa CBOE COTJIACHE.

— JHeaaii tax, sro Xopomwo paspaloTaHHHA IJaH, 51 BHXY, TH
MHOrO ayMmana Haj 3TuM, BaiHTH. )

B 3toM 6mn cnaluii HaMex Ha To, 4TO BaiflHTH eille He MOXeT
GHTb YBEpEHA B CBOEM MOJOXKEHHH, XOTd ee miaH U npuusaT. Ho sto
6n110 oueHs cnafoe 3ameuadne, K TOMY Xe 3aciy:KeHHoe, H Baln-
TH He ofparuna Ha Hero BHHMaHus, OHa cHOBA CapH-IHOTO — H 3TO
caMoe raaBHoe. Crapasch ObITh CAeP:KAHHOH, OHA& 3aroBOpHAA TaK
CIOKOHHO, K4K TOJBKO MOTJA,

— Ectp eme koe-uto, 0 ueM s xoTena ckasatb Tebe. Koraa bl
paspabaThiBalli HOYHOE OpYXHe, BHACHHIOCh, YTO TOJBKO HEMHO-
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rye ninaHel MoryT pafoTath B HOUHOH TeMHOTE, Aaxe CO CBETOM.
370 Te CreNMaNHCTH, KOTOPHE OCBOGOAAT OPYXHe, a 3aTeM CHAAYT
B goaku. Ocraabhne Qapru ocranyres Ha Gepery, H, ecllH HaYHeT-
cfl aTaKa, BechMa BePOSITHO, UTO BCe OHH OYAYT YOHTH.

— 3To INOX0,— cKasana Maxacac.— Yxke H TakK YOHTO CIHLIKOM
MHoro ¢aprH.

— I sHaw 370, DiicTaH, ga u BCe 3HAKT. [103TOMYy s X04y, YTOGH
dapru He noxsepraiuck GoJbli€ ONACHOCTH, M HPERAATAK) 3aMe-
HHTh uX Mouepamu CwmepTH. IIycTh 3TH nmapasdThl, NOXKHPAIOLIHE
3anachl HaLIero ropofa, NPHHECYT eMy KaKYIO-TO [OAb3Y.

MaJicac BHICOKO OleHMIIa 5TO NDPEAJONKEHHe, H Ha ee AafOHAX Bbi-
CTYNHJIH NATHA YAOBOJLCTBHS.

— Tbl — HacTosilas capH-3HOTO, Bafintu. Crenaii tak, caenaf He-
MeJJIEHHO, )

— IloAroToBka H norpyska samacoB 3aliMeT Bech AeHp. Ofe rpyn-
IIH BHCTYNAIOT KA paccBere,

Bpemenu Obli0 Majio, HO BafiHTH NJaHHpoBaja 3TOT IUTYPM HE
OAHH AeHb., ToponyEBBIE NPHUTOTOBAEHHS GBIJIK NPOBENEHH CO CBOH-
CTBEHHHIM HHJIaHAM Pa3MaXOM, H TOJLKO DHIH BOCIMPUHSIA 3TO He
TaK, Kak Bce. OHa HacTaWmBaiga Ha pasroBope ¢ Ba#liHTH H Ghlaa
OYeHb YAHBJEHA, KOTA2 NpockOy e€e TYT XKe YAOBAETBOPHIH.

— Yro 3HayaT oTZaHRHe TOOOH npurasbl, BaliaTu? Uto TH XO-
yemb caenatb ¢ Jouepamu JKuszan?

— Sl —capH-3HOTO, H No3TOMy ofpallafiTeCck KO MHe KaK I0J0-
JKEHO.,

OHT'H OTNPAHYNA, HO TYT XKe NORANA, uTO JHYHA# TrOpAOCThb cefyac
He ri1aBHoOe,

— Or Huxafimwel ¥ Bblcouadmuen,— nocnewnsa osa. — [Toxkanyi-
CTa, CKAXM MHE O CYLIHOCTH TBOHX NPHKA30B.

— Tul B TBOM NOAPYrH OTHpaBAfieTech Ha ceBep Ha noidkax. Ot
Bac He TpefyeTcs HOCHTb ODYXKHe HJIH yOHWBAaThb, HAM HYXKHA TOJb-
KO Balta pafota na 6saro ropona.

— Tyt kpoercsa Goabllle, YeM TH TOBODHIIL. Thl He pacKpHBaellb
MHE BCEX CBOMX NNIAHOB.

— Her, ne packpmpalo. H ne 6yay. B eante 3anach Asbmecaka
¥ JKHBeTE MO 3allUTOA TeX, KTO roToB yMmepeTo 3a Hero. Korza
Ballla NOMOLb NOHAAOOHTCA, BBl CAeNaeTe TaK, KaK BaM OpAKa-
KYT.

— Tyt xpoercsa 4To-TO NJIOX0E, H MHE 5TO He HpaBHTCH, A ecaH
MBI OTRaKeMcs?

— Bul Bce paBHo ornpaBHTech TyZa. Ecau nortpefyercsi, Bac cssi-
KYT, Ho BB mofijere, A cefiyac ocTaRb MeHSl. YXOIM, MHe HYXHO
MHOTOE CHenaTh.

XoaoaHocTe BalHTH B PaBHOAYUIHE K MX peLIeHHI0 yOeXuau DHIH,
uro Jlodepeli AeHCTBHTEALHO CBSXKYT H NOFpPy3fT Ha JOAKH, ecaH
OHH He C/eJaloT, Kak HM IpukaxyT. C nepBaiMH ayuamu 3apu Jo-
uepu )Ku3Hu yxe paboranu Ha 3arpyske JIOZOK, a saTem 0e3 co-
NPOTHBJEHHUSA CEeNIH B HHX.
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BafiHTH npoBepsifia, Bce JIH HOYHBlE 3alUHTHMKH Ha MecCTe, KOria
€e 3aCTaBHJO OTBJeYbcsd nosiBaenne CrajinaH, NpuHecCIled Nayky
CHUMKOB,

— 310 yBeNHYEHHble CHUMKH, KOTOPHE Thl IPOCKAa, CApH-3HOTO,

— Tu yxe npocMotpena ux? OH ¢ 3T0# cTaei?

Jpuxenus CTalnaH BHPaXKaay COMHEHHUE.

— 3iech ecTh OAHO CYLLECTBO, KOTOpPO€ MOXeT OHTb #M, HO OHH
BCe ¢ MEXOM la [I0JoOBe, H BCe KaxyTcd MHE OJHHAKOBHIMA.
Balintu B3Asa CHHMKM H Hauasa GHCTPO NPOCMAaTpHBaTh HX, Gpo-
casi OAHH 32 APYTHM Ha 3eMJI0, NIOKa He Hawja To, 4TO HCKaja.
OHa ¢ TOPKEeCTBOM IOAHAJ/A CHUMOK.

— 310 Hecomuenno Keppuk! Kak Thl H roBopusia, y Here BHIpOC
MeX, HO B 3TOM JHIe omuGuThes BeBo3MoxkHo, OH TaM, Ha Oepery,
U OH He yijeT. TH 3HaeLlb, YTO HYXKHO AeJNaTh?

— Ha. 3ro xopowmuii naar, — Ckazas 3ro, Crannan N0O3BOJHAA
cefe ORHY H3 peNKHX [IeMOHCTPalHH XOpPOLUEro HAacTPOEHHS. —
Ouenp ynaveo paspafoTakHbli nyiak, DBnepeble s NPUBETCTBYIO
aTaKy ycTo30y.

3akoHyuB norpyaky, CrashaH MoBeaa JNOAKH Ha cepep. XOTd OHH
clenajsy Bce, KaK HaMeTHJIH — BeCh AeHb IJBIH Ha CeBEp, JOCTHE-
Jau Oepera, BHIPY3HJAH H TICATOTOBHIH JOBYLIKY, BCE 3TO He NOTpe-
6oBajioce, B mocnenHeM cmere AHA cpedn OYpPYyHOB noxasaldcd ypy-
KeTO, CONpPOBOXJAeMHI 3HTHCEHATaMH, M KakoH-TO n#JaH ¢ Bep-
IWNHK NJIaBHHKA NPHHSICH NepexaBaTh cHrHansl, Crasnad npaka-
3aJa OOHOR H3 HOYHKWX JOAOK JocTasHTb cebs Tyna. Koraa oHu
NOAMJANAY 6aMXKe, HARAH CKa3ad:

— $ rosopio or uMmexun BaiiHrun, OHa npukasbiBaer Tefe yTpoM
BO3BpallaThess B AJbnecax, 3abpaB Bce ¢ coGol. ATtaka He co-
CTOHTCH.

droro Cranaal sukak He oXuzana, IIpHHAB BONPOCHTENBEYIO 110~
3y, OHa ¢ TPEBOrOH CMOTpeaa HA NOCHAaKua,

— MHeno B TOM,— cKa3aja uijlaH,— UTO YCTO30Y YUK B raylb
CYLIH TaK GHCTPO, K&K TOAbKO MOMMHK, 3AeCh HeT HHKOro, KOoro Mu
MOTJH Gbl YHHYTOXKMHTh.,

30

Toabko nocje NOAyRHS pentop yaerea Ha ior. QrpoMHas nruua
y6usa yTPOM KDOJHKaA, a 3aTeM, Hep:ka HOGHYY B KOITAX, MOAHS-
Jach Ha BEPUIMHY BHICOKOTO MEPTBOTO AepeBa. YCeBIUHCh TAM, OHA
pa3opBajia 3BepbKa H cbena ero. TeMHas UIHUIKA Ha ee Hore Gha
SICHO BHAHA TEM, KTO CAeAWN 3a Helt M3 majarok BHu3y. Pentop no-
CHZEN, TMOYHCTHJA HM3OTHYTHM KJ/IOBOM H€Pbs W HAKOHEL B3JeTel.
Ha6pas Bce pacIIHpSIIOLINMHCS KPYraMH BHICOTY, OH NOBEPHYJICR
H yJIeTeN Ha Wr.

OnHH H3 MaNBYHKOB, KOTOPOMY INIPHKAa3aJH CJHeAUTb 3a IHTHIEH,
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TYT e nofexasn nssecTHTh Keppuka, KOTOPHE, NPHKPHB rAa3a,
B3rAsfHYyJ Ha HeOo U yBuaen Gelloe NMHATHO, HCUE3aloLIee BAAJH.

— Xepunak, OHa yJerena,— CKa3aa OH.

Boabuiolt 0XOTHHK ¢ pPYKaMH 1O JIOKOTb B KPOBH NOBEPHYJCS OT
TYILIH OJIeHs, KOTOPYIO pa3fefnBal,

— Tam Moryt OuITh ApYTHeE.

— Jla, MOTyT, B 3TOM HHKOrAa HeJab3sl OWNTb YBepEHHHM OO0 KOH-
na. Ho sTa cras MOpPCKHX NTHI yJeresa, H MaJb4MKH COBOPHJH,
4TO APYTHX KPYHHHX NTHI E€ BHAHO,

— Y10 Ke HaM jgenarth, Mapraayc?

— VYxoauth cefiuac xe H He XKAAaTb TEMHOTH. Mul yKe 3amacimch
NHIIEH H HEYETO HEe BRIATPAEM, OCTABIUNCH 3/1€Ch 1{a HOYb.

— CoranaceH. Mu yxoaum.

BHYTpH NMajaTOX BCE WX COAEPXKHMOe OBLIO yiKe YBI3aHO H IOZ-
roTaBlIeHo K OTxoAy. Korfla cHAAM manaTku, MacTOAOHTOB 3alpsr-
JH B BOJOKYUIM H OHCTPO 3arpyamiu ux. Bcem we Tepmenoce Io-
KHHYTb onaclibiii 6eper ¥ BepHYTbCS B CHOKOHHBIE TOPHL. ¥YXOAd,
OXOTHHKH OrJIAAbIBaNUCh HA3ajk, He Oeper OHJA RyCT, Kak ¥ Helo.
Kocrph ewe ABIMHAHCE Ha Oepery, H NoaypasielaHHas TyUta oJe-
HA BHCeJIa Ha peMHe, HO CaMMajA yULiu.

OHH mAK JO0 TEMHOTH, NOTOM OCTRHOBHJMCH IOECTb XOJOZHOTO
MSiCa M JABHHYJHCb Jaabule., Mapin npolosxajcs BCIO HOUb C KO-
POTKHMH OCTAHOBKAMH AJA OTABXA XHBOTHHX. Ha paccere ouu
ObliH cpeA¥ NOPOCINHX JECOM XOJIMOB, AaJeKO OT MIYTH, KOTOPHIM
IJIH Ha BOCTOK, K Oepery. MacToloHToB 0cBOGOAMAH OT rpysa M
NYCTHIH [ACTHCh, IO0Ka YCTalke OXOTHUKH CHajdd nog  Jae-
peBbsMH.

Korza ApMyH OTKpHJA riasa, AyUH cBeTa, NPOGHBAIOLHUECS MeX-
Ny AepeBbAMH, MOJCKA3aMu eH, uTo moaaeHs yxe npowena. Fonoa-
HEIH MJafeHell kKpuuaa. OHa ceja, IPUXKABIIHCH CIHHOH K CTBOJY
AepeBa, H fana eMy rpyib. KeppHK HeCJATO Cllad DSACM C HHMH:
OHa yBHAEN4, YTO OH pasrOBapHBaeT Ha MNOJfHe ¢ caMMajJapaMH.
Jluno ero 6x10 cepre3sHO, KOraa OH ycTaio el ofpaTHO, Ho,
B3rNSIHYB Ha ApMyH, yasi6Hyics. OHa yasifHyJace B OTBeT H
B3fJa ero 3a PYKY.

— Mu ckopo yihineMm,— cxasan KeppHk M OTBepHyJcA, YBHAEB, KaK
H3MEHHJAOCH €€ JHIO, Pyka ApMYyH CHJIBHO CXasa ero pyky.

— 310 00g3aTeNbHO?! - CIPOCHAA OHa, XOTS 3apaHee 3Hana oOT-
BET.

— $1 moaxKeH TaK MOCTYNHTL. DTC MOH nJjaH, H § HE MOTY I03BO-
JHTh, YTOGH APYrHe LITYPMOBAJMH IOPOA, a f CTOSN B CTOPOHE.

— Thl noKHAaeUlb MeHs.. — XPHAMO CKA3aJa QHA, W B CJIOBax ee
3pyuafta sesi 60Jb OLHHOKON KHM3HH. — THl — BCe, 4TO Y MeHsl ecTb.
~— Tu ommbaeltbes, cefiyac y Tefa ecTh emle u ApHBHT, u Tat 6y-
Zenib Gepeyb €ro, NoKa 5 He BepHychb. MBI AedaeM 3TO TOABKO paiH
GezonacHOCTM caMMaf, KOTOpas HEBO3MOXKHA, TOKa Mypry Oyayr
OXOTHTbCS Ha Hac. TOMbKO MOcae HX CMePTH Mbl MOXKEM XHTb B MH-
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pe, kax npexze. OrnpaBnafica BMecTe ¢ caMMajl Ha ayra y Ha-
ruta PeKRn, npexjae yeM NPHACT 3HMA, MA NPHCOCAHRUMCA K BaM.
— CxaXH, 4TO THl BEPHEUILCA KO MHE...

OHa onycrTuja TOJAOBY, H I'yCTH€ BOJOCH 3aKPHJIH €e JHIO, KaK
TOTJla, KOrjJa OH BIepBHe yBUAea ee, PeGeHOK cocal U NOYMOKHK-
BaJ, rAAAA H4a Hero KPYrJHMH Troay6umu raasaMu. KeppHk mpo-
TAHYN PYKY, MAKO B3aa APMYH 3a MoAGOPOLOK M MOAHSN €e ro-
JoBy, OTGpPOCHB B CTOPOHY BOJOCH, OH JIACKOBO NPOBEA MO €€ JIHIY
raJblaMH, 3aJepPXKaBUIHCL KA Pa3gBOEHHBIX ryfax.

— Kak n Th, 4 XHI OAMHOKO,— CKAa3aJl OH TaK THXO, YTO CJH-
IajJa TOJNbKO OHAd,——Bce 3T0 B npomwoM. Korila si BepHYCh, MBI
Goable He 6yaeM paanyuartbes. ITo g Tebe ofewralp.

Jlacka Keppuka ofesopyxmia ApMyH, OoHa 3Hana, Yto OH Aeffcr-
BHTEJAbHO HCNWTHIBAET TO, O Y€M TOBOPHT, H MOMXKET CMOTpPeTh Ha
ee JIHNO Ges cMexa. Caesnl XJBHY/IH H3 €€ rJjas, H OHad CMOrna
TOJBKO COIMacHO KHBHYTH, KOrja OH NOAHAJICA, gT0o6H yﬁTPl’. Barasa-
HYB Ha pe6eHKa, OHa OTHANa& €rc OT IPyAH H YNOXHJAa CraTb, €Ta-
pasice H& NMOAHHMATL a3, INMOTOMY 4TO 3Haj a-— OXOTHHKH YXO-
BAT.

Xep}max BeJlt HMX Uepe3 XOAMRl, BCe BpeMd AepxKacbh B TCHH Je-
pEeBLEB. On wen 6HCTPO H pPOBHO, H OCTaJbHHE CJeA0BaJdH 3a
HEM.,

Onu man He3 OCTAHOBOK, NMOK& HE CTEMHEN0 HACTOALKO, 4YTO He-
BO3MOMHO CTaJio pasnuuarth Aopory. K ToMy xe Bce yxe 1uara-
JUCh OT YCTAJOCTH. XepHuiaak O0OBABUI OCTABOBKY H JIOJNOXHJ CBOH
panen, Ha semawo. OcranbHble, PAaAYRCh NepeAbllIKe, CAENANH TO
xe camoe, Keppuk nojowen u cea pagom ¢ Xepuiaakom. Ouu enn
mojiua, Tem BpeMeHeM CyMepKH CTYCTHJAHCh H Ha Hebe NOABHAHCH
3Be3nsl. Ha zepeBe 3akpuuana coBa.

— Heyxenn oun yxe Bbicieauan Hac® MoxerT, 3Ta coBa TOBOPHUT
APYTHM NTHIAM, YTO MH 34eCh? -—C HHTepecoM cmpocun XepH-
JA2K.

— Her. 3rto npocto coBa. [lTHum, KoTophle BHICAEXHBAWT HAC,
rOBOPAT TOJNIBKG € MYpry, a He APYr c ApyroM. Pentop, KOTOpHIK
BHJAET HAC Buepa, €lle He BEPHYACst B AJabrecak, NO3TOMY Mypry
ellle BEPAT, UTO MH CTOUM JarepeM Ha Oepery. Koraa ona ofHapy-
AT, 4TO MBI YIUJIH, H MOULTIOT APYTHX NTHI HCKAThH HAC, MBI AOJXK-
ne 6RTh maneko, Own GyayT HcKaTh caMMal H HX NyTb, HO He
DOAYM2IOTCsl 3aryfHyTh cloga. OmacHocTs OyIeT NMOAXHEATL HAC,
TONbLKO KOTZd MBI NTOAOAAEM K FOPOLY.

— 3HAYBT, 370 NPOH30HAET HE TAK CKOPO.

— Jla, korza §yZeT CAHLIKOM NO3JHO AN HUX.

«CMenble ca0Ba,— noayman KeppHK H KPHBO yAbIGHYJACS B TEMHO-
Te., — CMOXeT JIM MajieHpKasg rpynna OXOTHHKOB YHHUTOXHTH MO-
ryunft ropon? DTo Kasanoch HEBO3MOXHEIM. Cxojbko MX Tyr? He
Gonplie Tpex MIOKHH. IIpaBia, OHU BOOpPYKEHH X€COTCaHaMH, HO
TO Xe caMoe eCTh M y Hitnan. XecoTcaHnl, XONbA U CTPEB NPOTHB

20¢ 307



MOTYILECTBEHHOH pack, Haceldiolell MAp ¢ Hadana Bpemen. He
BesyMHe K 3TOP»

Magpnu Keppuka caMu co60f HamIynaidd ACpeBIHHHH SLIUUYEK,
KOTOPHIA OH NIPHHEC M3 AOJHMHBL. BHYTDH JleKanu KaMHH, B KOTOPHIX
Obun 3axalouelr orodb. C OrMeM 3alyMaHHOE MOXKHO OCYHIECTBHTh.
Yl ouu cpenaior 3to. MabaBuBmHCE OT YepHBIX Mhuicjedl, Keppuk
JIET M YCHYJ.

—— BepHy/jHCch mepRble NTHIE, KOTOPLIX MH OTNPABASAJIH,— CKa3aJa
BafinTn. — CHHMKH u3Yy4YeHBl, W MBI JYM4€M, 4TO CTas YCTO30Y
Viiia K TeM ropaM, KOTOPHE HaXOlNTCs Ha ceBepe. '

— Tt yBepena? — cnpocuaa Majcac.

— C 3THM yCTO30y HHKOTJ4A Henb3sl OHITh TBEPAO YBEPEHHRIM, NO-
TOMY 4TO.BCE OHH NMOXOXH APYr Ha Apyra. Ho mul 3xaem, uto Ha
Gepery ux §oablIe HET M HH OJHA H3 3THX CTAH He HJeT Ha IOT.
Crannar Monya crosaa nosaau BafiaTh ¥ caymana pasrosop.
HeficTBHTeNbHO, Ha Gepery He GbIO HaHACHO HH oAHOH CTaM, HO
3TO elne HHYEro He 3HAUWAO. Bo BceM mpoucxoasiuieM OBUIO YTO-
To 3a0Bewee. OXOTHHYHA HHCTHHKT TIpeAyNpexjal ee of omacro-
CTH, HO OHAa He 3Hamna, ueM BHI3BAHO UYBCTBO TpeBoru, Mascac,
XOTh H He Obl1a OXOTHHLEH, HEOCO3HAHHO pa3leNnia ee GecroKoi-
CTBO.

— $1 Be noHKAMap. 3aueM 3TV KHBOTHBIE COBEPUIHJIH TakoH JOJ-
THi Mapil Ha 6eper H MOUYTH CPasy Xe VIIH o6paTHO?

BakHTy HeyBepeHHO LIEBeILHYMACE,

— OHH 3anacany NREUIYy Ha 3HMY ¥ JOBHUJH PHGY.

— ¥ Hux ObIIO MaNo BpeMEHH JIIS OXOTH,— cKasana Craanan.

— Bor wmenno,— cornacunacy Mancac. — Yto ke Toraa ABHrano
nmu? Tw, Baliute, aoaro gepxkana y cefs 0JHOrG W3 HHX U JOJK-
Ha 3HaTh 57T0.

— OHu XHTPH W MOryT GBITb OU€Hb OnacHel. M He NOJKHE 3a-
ObIBaTh, KaK OHH YOUJIM caMlOB Ha Oepery. '

— Tsolt ycrozoy cbemxan, He Tak Jau? — cnpocaaa Madeac. — Ox
¢ 370#t craei Ha Gepery?

BafinTy oTBeTHAA CIOKORHO, K2K TOMBKO MOIVIA:

— 1 seprwo 8 370. OH 0AKMH H3 ONAacHEHIINX, MOTOMY 4TO Koe-ueMy
HayuuJcsl y uliynaH, ~
Buaumo, Mancac cneansia 3a Hefl B 3HajJa O ee HHTepece K yBEJH-
YEeHHBIM CHHMKaM. DTOro H CJe10BaNO OXHUAATH: OHA CaMa NOCTy-
nuia OB Tax xe,

— 970 CYLIECTBO AOMKHO OHITh YHHUTOMKENO, @ €ro LIKypa AOMXK-
nHa 6mTh noremena Ha Crene Ucetopuu,

— Mu xoTHM TOTO XKe, DfCTaH.

— U0 e TH NJaHHPYEUIb AeNaTh? '

— $1 aymalo, uTO ropasno BaxkHee YOHTb BCEX YCTO30Y: TOTJA LeNb
6yaer jpoctursyra caMma cobof., Korga ympyt Bce, GynerT MepTs
H OH.

-~ 3t0 Myapuil naan, Kax Thl ero co6upaembest BHNOJHATH?
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— C paspemeHuss SfCTaum g HAYHY TPYMaJd, KOTOPHII MOMAHOCTBIO
[IOKOHYHT ¢ YCTO30Y.

MaJicac ogHMM JBYMIXKeHHeM BHIpa3uia ojol6peHHe H COMIHCHHE.
Kak u Bce HiliaHBl, B roJkl CBOEH IOHOCTH OHA NPHHHMAaJta yyacTde
B TpyMaJa B OKeaHe, KOTRa pasnadunble 3¢enbypy ofbeauHsiuch
BMeCTe M coofllla HanaaalH HA KaKOH-HUOYAb OAHH 0OBeKT.

— $I noHmMalo TBOH COMHeHHs, 3fictau, HO 3T0 HeoGXoAKMO. Hyx-
HO OydeT MOCTaBHTE H3 TOPOAOBR DHTOGAHA HOBBIX aprH, YPYKETO
K ODYXKHeE, a KOTAa KOHYUTCA BECHA, MB XBHHEMCS Ha CeBep H
y6beM ux Beex. Ilpexne ueM KOHYHTCS JieTO, MB JOCTHTHEM rop
4 NOBEPHEM XK TEIOMY MOpIO. 3amacoB, KOTOPEIE MBI BO3bMEM
¢ coboit, xBaTuT Ha Bcio 3uMy. Koraa ke npHIer Clefywoilas Bec-
Ha, MH VA4PHM K 34mMafy OT TOpP, K K 3HMeE 3TOT BHJ YCTO30Y Te-
pecTaneT cyulectsoBaTh. He ocraHercs nu OjHOH napH, KoTopas
Morjia Obl PA3MHOXHTBECA Iae-HUGYAb B YRpoMHOM Mecte. Bor uro
JNOJKHO 6BITh CAedaHo,

Mavicac BHICAYIIANA €e, HO BCE ellle COMHeBaJack B ILenecoofpas-
HOCTH TAKOro BEJIHKOJENnHOTo nyaHa, PeannHo au Bee 210? MoxHo
JH HCTPEOHTb Brex?

~— OHHu Bce AoJixHE GHITH yOHTH, — CKa3aJia OHA HAKOHEll, OTBe-
yasi Ha coGCTBeHHEH Bonpoc. — Ho MOXHO JH JOCTHYB 2TOrO yXe
creayownm aeroM? He jyuire JH nmochsaTh HeBosbLIHE OTPALB
JJIS1 YHHUTOXKeHUsT OOHApYKEHHHX cTaf?

~ Ouy 6yayT npsTarsCs H YXOAUTb Ha CEBEp B XOJOJAHbLIE 3HMEL,
Kyla ME He MOXKEM 33 HUMH NOCJefoBaTh. Hymaro, HYXKHO AenaThb
TAK, K4K 5 cKa3zazxa. Boopy:xeHuHe (apru npoiayr no Bcefl cTpane,
H Yrpo3a ¢ ¢ceBepa HCYe3HerT,

~ Yro ckaxemn th, CrajnaH? — ob6patuiace Mascac K MoJua-
auBO# oxoTHANe, — TH Hal ayymuh nerpeGuTeNs yerosoy. [Ipuuu-
Maelllb JH TH IJIaH Balutu?

CrassiaH B3TAfHYyJAa Ha OrPOMHBIN MaKeT H COCPEAOTOYHAACD,
yTO6H OTBETHTH YETKO H ACHO.

— Ecnu 3xecs Gyder TpyMan — yCro3oy yMpyT.

Bce mousua xkaand, noka MaJjcac BspemlEBana ckasaHxoe. Korpa
OHa HAKOHell 3aroBOpPHMA, 3T0 OBIA NMpHKa3:

— Hauugaii TpyMaJ, capH-3H0TO, H YHHYTOXb YCTO30Y.

31

—— O, cHoBa paGorapinasi, NPOCTH BMEMIATENBCTEO MaJO3Haya-
wefl, — ckazana Kpynar, HeyBepeHHO npubanxasnch K Baituru.

Banmnte crosina mepes MakeroM lengamiy, rayl6oKo 3afyMaRLINCh.
Bee ee Mbicau 3aruMana Oyaymias kamnanns. MeanKom narasiiyn
HA MOAOIIeNIuy[o, OHa ABTOMATHUYCCKM OTHCTHJIA 1A UPHBCTCTOHC.
Onk BcTpeuasuck H npexpe, Korna Kpyuat paGorana Hajl 1Ipock-
TOM pacuiupenns ropoga. Ona Oma B dMCAC IOMOULHHKOR tadmil-
poBanns. Ceftuac oHa crosaa nepei BafiHtd nOKopHas, KaK H-
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xafimas dapru. BafiHTa ¢ TpyAOM OTOpBajach OT NaHa KaMNaHUK
W 3acTaBuaa celf roBOPHTh NPUBETAHBO, XOTA H Obl1a pasjipakeHa
BTOpKeHHEeM.

— Jnsa menst yectb ropopHTh ¢ Kpyrat. UeMm 1 mory nomoub TeGe?
Kpysar nepebnpana B pykax CHHMKH, KaXAHM JABHXEHHEM TeNa
BHIpaXas CMHpeHHe.

— Tlpexpe Bcero cnacufo 3a HaBeAeHHHH NMOPAROK, BafnTtH, 1 3a
pasBUTHE TeXHOJNOTHH CHHMKOB. DTO GHIIO OUEHb BAMNHO sl NJa-
HHDPOBAHHA M pacIuMpeHHd ropofla. Mos GnaroaapHoctb Oesrpa-
HHYHA, :

Bafinti cienana Jerkoe ABHXKeHHe, NPHHHMAA 6JarofapHocTh H He
eqas NOKa3blBaTh pactylliee HeTeprmeHMe. Tem BpeMeHem Kpynar
NpOAOIKaJIA: .

— K ceBepy or Anbnecaka pacTyT COCHOBHIE Jeca, HO TIQUBA Tam
GepgHas W necyaras. $1 uU3yyal0o BO3MOXXHOCTH pacCHIMpEeHHsT KaHa-
JIOB, HECYMIMX TyAa BOAY, U CO3NaHUsA 03ep AJNs HEKOTODHX Kpym-
HBIX MSACHHX XHBOTHHIX, Ilo3tToMy y MeHs ecTh MHOTO CHHMKOB,
CReNaHHBIX Ha B5TONA TEPPUTOPHH, HO BCE OHHM, 3a HCKJIOYEHHEM
OAHOI'O, He NMPeACTaBAsIOT ANA Tebs uHTepeca. BO3MOXKHO, OH TOXe
HEMHOTr0 CTOHT, HO MB! HHTEDECOBAJIHCh MECTHHIMH XH3HEHHBIMK
dbopMaMy H BO3MOXHOCTAMM HX HCIIOJNL30BAHHS, NO3TOMY f CHe-
Jajla YBEeJNHUYEHHE,..

Pasapaxenne BafiHTH W0 TaX BeAWKO, YTO OHA CTapajach He
rOBOPHTh, HO OTYACTH €e YYBCTBA NPOPBANACH HAPYKY, KOTAa OHA
rpy6o BeIpBaNa cHHMKH H3 naneiles Kpynat. Ta pabosenno orcry-
nuza Hasanl. _

Opnoro B3rasiza XBaTHJIO, YTOGE MOAHOCTBIO H3MEHHNIOCH NOBEjE-
HHe BafiHTH.

— Xopowo, Kpywar,—Ttenjgo ckasana oHa,— TH [PABHJILHO IO-
CTyNUA2, NPUHECH HX MHe. TH MOXeINls NOKA3aTh HA MAKETe MecTo,
rie OB cAeNaHbl 3TH CHUMKH? _

Korna Kpyrar noBepHysach K Makery, Bafinti ellle pas mayuuna
cHUMKH. HecoMrenno, Ha HeM OHII ycTo30y, Hecywnii ® Janax
MajKy ¢ KaMeHHHM HaKOHeYHHKOM. 3Ta MAHOTKA HATKHYJach Ha
4YTO-TO BaXKHOeE.

— Bor 3pech, BafigTH, HeJaNeKo OT 3TOrO MecTa. .
Tax 6nu3ko? D710 OHJH BCEro JHIIb YCTO30Y, JKUBOTHHIE, HO HX
NPHCYTCTBHe Tak O/JH3Ko Hacropaxusaho. Jlaxe rtpesoxuno. e
ecTb OAMH, Moryr 6uTb W Apyrue. Korza-to 3ti cymecrsa y6uan
uiaay Bo3ne ropola. BaAnTH Mono3Basa dapru.

— Iososn cioga Craanan. A remepp, myapass Kpynat, s Gaaro-
Japio Tebs or uMeHH Anbnecaxa.

Crannar ne mvennlie BafiHTH 3aHHTEPECOBAJNACh CHUMKOM,

— O# onuu?

— Ha. §I npocmorpena see, npexae wem Kpynar sabpana ux,

— CHHMOK no kpafiHeil Mepe ABYXHEAENBLHON AABHOCTH, — cKa3aja
Craanan u ykasaxa Ha Maker.— Ecau ycrosoy eme Asmxercs Ha
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or, on Aonxken 6uiTh celinac B 3toM Mmecte. Uro IpHKaXKellb, CapH-
9HOTO?

— YIBOMTL OXpaHY BOKPYr ropojila ¥ NpOBEPHTb BCE CHCTEMB Tpe-
BOrH. A cefiyac CKaXH, Ha 4TO IIOX0XA 3Ta TEPPHTOPUS?

Crannan mokazana HA MaKeTe Y4acCTOK, TIOPOCHIM#L KYCTaMH.

— B 3>ToM MecTe o%eHb KOMIQUHE KYCTHL H OHE HENPOXOAHMBI,
ecJ¥ He JBUTaThCs TO 3BEPHHLIM Tponam. § Xopollo 3HAKW 3TH TPO-
nul. TIpUKaxXu OTnpaBUTE B NOJET JYYUINX COB, H NYCTh OHH Halt-
AyT ycTo30y. Koraa oHH ONpeleinsT HX NOJAOKEHHE, 8 BO3bMY Ayd-
LIKX OXOTHHKOB H YCTPOKW JIOBYIUKY.

— Xopolro, — rpe6enb BafuTH pacnpaMuiaca u apoxan. — Jdymalo,
yro Keppuk ¢ HEMH. TONBKO OH MOT' OTBAXHTbCA TaK OJH3KO IO-
AcliTH K ANbRecaky K NpUBECTH ¢ coboit APYrHX ycrosoy. YoOei
ero aas meHs, CraanaH, ¥ NPHHECH CIOAa €r0 IIKypy. Mu NpHKO-
JaeM ee Konwykamy Ha Creny Mictopuu.

— TBou xenauuss — 510 MOH XeJjanusi, Bahinutu. 5 xouy ero cmep-
TH, TaK e KakK H TH.

~— 1o nochefHee KONUeHoe Msco,— cKasan KeppHx, BeTouKoH
OYHLIAs ¢ HEro JHIHHOK, — Y HEKOTOPHX OXOTHHKOB €CTb ellle
3KOTAa3, IpaBAa HEMHOTO.

— Mum yxonnM, — cka3as XepHJAaK, MOAHHMAsCh Ha HOTH H 3abpa-
CBIBA% JIYK Uepe3 IJIedo.

Keppuk caenaa suak OamXallleMy OXOTHHKY, X TOT Iepejat IpH-
ka3 aaabine. Mapiu BO30GHOBHJCHA, KaK 00BIUHO, ¢ XepHAaKOM BO
raape. OHH M 32 HEM O NOKPHTON KYCTaMH paBHHHE, 4 3aTeM
BROJb Kpas GonoTa, A€ JETAJNH TYYH HaceKOMHX. Bmepenn mexay
HH3KHMH XOJMaMH JeXasa JoauHa. XepuaaK 3aMeAdus 1lar, pas-
AyBas HO3ZPH, MOTOM CKOMAaHAOBaa ocTaHoBKY. Korna upuxas G
BHIIOJHEH, OF Nojolues K KeppUKy U cesl pSAOM ¢ HEM B TEHH HBH
Yy KPOMKH BOJH.

— Tu Bupen nrun pnepesu? OHH Kpy:KaTcd Haj AePeBbsMH H yJje-
TAIOT, TAK U He CeB Ha HHX.

— Her, Xepuaak, s HHYEro He 32MeTHI.

— B necy TH noaKeH 3aMeuaTb Bce, €cJH XO4ellb 0CTAThCA B KH-
BBIX, A YTO TH Yyellb?

— bBonoro. — Keppuk yanfuyacs, Ho Axuo XepHJaKa OCTaBaloCh
MPa9HHIM.

— A g uyio mypry. He obopayusaficst ¥ He CMOTpH.

Keppuk nouyBcTBOBaJ, KaK ero cepalle HEHCTOBO 3aKOJOTHMOCH,
B C TPYAOM cAepXaJjcs, YTo6u He NOBepHYThb [OJIOBY.

— Tul yBepen?

— HuKkakux comuenufi.

— Uro GyzeM aenath?

— ¥6bem ux npexpe, ueM onu y6pioT Hac. Ocrapafica 3fech,
NoKa 8 He NMPHLIJIC TOHUA, MOTOM MeAJEHHO AW K pojuue. M uep-
XKH HAroToBe CMEPTOHOCHYIO NAJKY.

— $1 nofiny Tyna oguu?
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— Her. C rto6ofi nmofinyr cacky. Bce OXOTHMKHM MOMAYT CO MHOH:
OHH 3HAIOT, KaK NOJKPAAMBAThECA K A06Hue,

Xepusnak THXO CKOJAB3HYJ OGPATHO BAOABL TPONH, GHICTPO NepeKH-
HyJCA HECKONBKMMH CJIOBAMH ¢ CHAAHIMMH OXOTHHKaMM, U OHH
HcueanH cpefd AepeBbeB. Bekope mosiunca CaHoHe, BeASl CBOMX
BOOPYKEHHBIX KONbSIMH CACKY.

~ Yro cayuyuaoch? — COpocus OH. — XepHAaK cAenaJ HaM 3HaK
HATH BNeped M HA3BaJ TBOE HMS.

— Mpbl HAeM JaJblle Mo Tpone, — oTBeTHN KeppHK H, MOHH3HB ro-
noc, o6bsacHua CaHOHe, YyTO NMPOM3ONLI0. MAaRAYKTOC 3TO HE oﬁpa-
JL0BAJO,

— 3nauut, Mu OyjaeM npuMaHKof B 3anaaHe? M korna Hac y6nior,
HX cMepTh OYAET MecThi0 3a Hac?

— JHyMmaio, MK BIOJAHEe MOXeM Josepsath Xepuniaky. Ou He Bnep-
Bble TOAKpPAaABIBAETCH K JoObIUE.

OHu Mosaua XJajd, NOCMATPHBAs HA TEMHYK CTeHY [aKYHIJEH,
CKPBHIBABUIYIO HEBEAOMYIO ONACHOCTh. BOT TaM YTO-TO IUEBEABHY-
Jocb, Keppuk BCKHHYJI XeCOTCaH, HO TYT K€ Y3HAJ OQHOTC H3 OXOT-
HHKOB Xepuaaka, OXOTHHK MaxHyJ HM DYKOH H CHOBA HCYe3 Cpeau
JAepEBBEB.

Keppuk ABuHyaAcs: K N0JHHE, cTapasfch IOAaBHTh B cebe CTpax,
OXBAaTHUBLIHHA HX Bcex. TeMHas AOJMHHA BBIVISIAENA yrpoXamwlle, TaMm
MOINVI2a CKphIBaTbCA Ledas apMHa uiiian. Opyxue NOAHATO, BOT
OHH LEQIATCHA, rOTOBATCR CTPEJATH... On MEAJIEHHO Je¢&JiaJl iuar 3a
IUaroM, Tak CHJAbHO CXHUMAA XECOTCaH, UYTO TOT H3BHBAJCHA B €ro
pPyKax.

A motoM BnepeAM pasfadcs INPOHSHTEJAbHHN KpHK 6OJNH, YyTh
CIYCTsl elle OAMH, M TYT K€ IOCJBIIAJHCL Pe3KHe LIeNuYKH XecoT-
canoB. Keppuk 3akonebancs: HATH Au UM Bnepei? Uro npoucxoapur
B Aonuxe? OH 3HAKOM NPHKAs3ajd cackKy 3alleub B YKPHTHM M I€p-
XaTh OpYXHe HaroToBe.. Bckope OHH YCJABILAJH TPECK JIOMaw-
IMXcA KycTOB M NpHOJAHKaOMHecs ward. Keppuk moAHsa opyxHe,
H TYT H3-3a KyCTOB BbICKOuHJa TeMHasl ¢urypa. Minan.

Keppuk npuuenuiica H BHCTPENHJ, HO KyCThl OTKJAOHHJH HPOTHK,
¥ o npoaeren MuMo. MiinaH noBepHyJcs ¥ NOCMOTPEJ Ha HETO.
Bpems octanosunock. BarasiHye Ha Juno, Kepprk ysHan ero, a no
rfiasaM IOHAJ, UTO U OHA y3HaJa €ro.

MrHoBeHHe HENOJBHXKHOCTH KOHYMJIOCH, KOT/la KONbe OAHOTO H3
cacky yAapuiao B AepeBo psagom ¢ MaparoM. Or GpocHics B cTO-
PORY H HCYe3 cpelH Jepesbes, npexsae gem Keppuk ycnesa npuie-
JHTHCS H BHCTPEMAUTE. '

— Crannan! — 3akpuyan o#. — 3to Cransan!

On Opocunca 6110 3a Hell, cawblllla, KakK cacKy GeryT cJefoM, HO
CKODO - OCTAHOBUJICS, YBHAGB BHEpDeAH CIUVIOLIHYI CTEHY TYCTHIX
KycToB, KeppHk BepHyJcs o6paTHO Ha TpPONy H yBHAen Gerywero
Xepunaka. Tor 6m1 MOKpHIM OT NoTa, HO YAHOaac® H NoGedHO
HOTPSICAJ KONBEM,
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— Taynste mypry! Mut nopoGpanucs k HuM c3aau. OnH - rexann
B VKPHITHH H HHYETO He 3aMeyajil, I0Ka MH He ODOCHJIHCh Ha HHX.
Mp yOuaH HX BCeX,

— Kpowme oauo#t. ['nasnoi oxotHuus CraiiaH.

— 2IT1o HepaxHO. OHE 3HAIOT, YTO MHl 3J€Chb, HO MaJ0O 4TO MOTYT
CAeNaTh, 4 ME TNPEAYNpPeXAEHE H B APYrol pas He NOAOHAEM K HEM
tTaKk GJU3KO.

— Yro xe Teneps AesnaTb? _

— Co6paTh HX CMEPTOHOCHbIE NAaJKH M #ATH Bhepea. Butsa 3a ro-
pPOJ Hauaaach.

32

Baiiutun ofcyxkpana ¢ Mancac Aertanu Oyayliero TpymaJsa, Koraa
MOCALIMAMHCh DE3KHe 3BYKH TpeBorH., MinaHm, noBepHYBLIHECH,
4yTOOH NOCMOTPETh, YTO CJAYUHIOCH, OBIH TPY60O OTGPOLIEHH B CTO-
pony Crajnan, KOTOpaf CTPEMHTENbHO NpHOGAHKanace K 3IHcTan.
Oxasasmuck nepes MaJjcac, OH2 Pe3KO ylana Ha KOJIEKH, YyTo ObiaIO
VAHBHTEJBHO caMO IO cefe: R0 CHX NOp ee BHAEeAH TOJNDbKO NpAMOM
v ropaoii. Ee Koxa OGHJa NolapanaHa H H3MasaHa IPA3bI0, H3 He-
KOTOPHX IlapanHH elllé COYHaachk KpoBb. Bce Mosua xpand, 4ro
OHA CKaxeT.

— Hecuacroe, 3iictan. Bee norabau. $1 eayHCTBEHHAA BEPHYRaCh.
— §1 ne nouumato, Kak norubau?

Craanad NOAHANR TOJOBY, H OT THEBa CIIHHA ee DPACAPAMHEAACD.
— S cupeaa B 3acajie. Mu J0JXHE GbJIH YOHTb YCTO30Y, KOTAA
OHH moAoHAyT nobanxe. Ho ouM — XKUBOTHEHE, W MHe cJefoBaJo Obl
noMHHTE 06 5roM. OHM NOAKpPAaJHCh C33JH, H Mbl AaXe He MOYyB-
CTBOBAJIH 3TOr0. Bce OXOTHHKH M ¢apru yOHTH, a s Oexana.
OcraHbes g TaM — norubaa 6 TOXe, H BH He 3HaJAM OHl, 4TO CaAY-
ypsock. §1 pacckazasna o6 3TOM, a Tenepb roroBa ymepeTb. Jlocra-
TOYHO OJAHOFO TBOErO CJoBa, JicTau...

— Her!—rhesno u rpeboBaTenbHo KpHKHyla Bainru, ortMeras
3Ty BO3MOXHOCTh, CTaJlaH TPEBOXKHO YCTABHJIACh HA Hee, MPochfa
o cMepru Oblyia Ha MrHOBeHHe 3aGuiTa. Jlaxe Mancac 6mna npocro
yAKBJeHa 3THM BMelIaTesIbcTBOM. BadHTH OniCTpO 3aroBopuna, He
NO¥HNasich, NOKa yAHBJAEHHUe Nepefjer B THEB.

— $1 He XoTena ockopOHTE Tebf, DfcTaH, U CKasaja 3TO, TOJNBLKO
yTo6L coxpaHuTs xku3Hb Craanan. He npukaswiBaii efi ymepeTs.
OHa BepHa TOPOAY, U TOPOA AOJUKeH ObiTh BepeH efi.. §1 mpuka-
3asa el B3ATh OXOTHHL W YCTPOMTh YCTO30y 3amaiHio. Ecam B 3TOM
KTO-TO W TNOBHHEH, TO TOJAbKO s. Ham uyxXeH xpabpuii Goel,
a CMEPTb OXOTHHI He ee BHHA. MK BoloeM ¢ ycTo3oy... 51 3uaiwo, 4ro
roBOPIO GECCBA3HO, H XAY TBOEro PelleHHs.

Baiiitu crosva, onycrus ronoBy. OHa momja wa OrpOMHBIN PHCK,
roBOps TaK, ¥ 32 CBOIO AEP30CTb MOLJA MOMMATHTbCA KHu3Hb. Ho
Crasian Gblia CAMIIKOM LI€HRa, 4TOGH TepaTh ee cefiyac. OHa oka-
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3ajach EAUHCTBEHHBIM WHJAHOM, NPHEBETCTBOBABUIHM OAMHOKOrO
HarHanHHKa, KaKHM ellle HeAasHO 6ula Bafiuth.

Maucac cmorpena Ha xBe (PUTYpH, CKJAOHHBLIHECS nepex HeH, W
AyMaJsa o TOM, YTO OHW CKa3aJd. B HacTynusliell THIUHHE Opld
CABIIIEH TOJbKO INOPOX HOT HIJIaH, KOTOPHE NHTAJAHCh NPOTHC-
HyTbcA noGanike. I[Topa GElIO NPHHAMATD PEIUEHHE.

— T Bena cebs rpy6o, BaknTtu, ¥ B Jr060e Apyroe BpemMa s Ha-
kasaja Opt Te6s cMepThio. Ho f npeABHKY CAMINKOM MHOrO APYrux
‘cMepTell B XOuYy COXPAaHMUTh TBOMX XH3Hb AJs 3alIMTH AJbrecaka.
Crannan toxe 6Gyner uTb. A cefiyac OODBACHA MHE CMBICA CJY-
YHBIIErOCH.

— Ilpexpe Bcero, cnacnbo, Diicran. ITono6ro CraanaH, f KHUBY
IJsl 6hara Assliecaka. A cMBICA COOBITHHA, NPOILIJBIX ¥ HACTOSLIMX,
Tellepb ficeH: 3aXBaT AJbHecaka, K HX HYXKHO OCTaHOBHTL. 3auem
ITH CYIUECTBA fBUAMCH? BoopyKeHHEIe W OHACHBEIE CHAH YCTO30Y
HAyT Ha Oeper MOpH, TOXe HOHATHO. D10 OBIO cAeaaHo, 9ToOH
OTBJIeYb HAC, BepHYBIIHCE B IOPH, OHH Pa3jAeNuJKCh, X ONHA TPyIna
JHKapei ABHHYJACh HA 1OT. ¥3HaB 00 MX NPHCYTCTBHH, f IOCAANA
OXOTHHI, aTAKOBaTL MX, OAHAKO OHH IIOTEpHeAM nopaxeHHe. ITo
JOMKHO OBITH HAIIMM INOCJEAHHM INOPaXKEeHHEM, HJH Hall TOPOA
NorubHeT. :
Mauscac yaAHBHAACD.

— Kakoit BpeA MOryT RpHUMHHTL AJbIecaky 3TH KHBOTHHE?

— He 3nato, HO 6o10cH, Mo# CTPaX BHIBAH PELIHTENLHOCTHIO HX
HPOABHMEHAA U MOLIBIO HX arTak. HyXHo npoBepHTh Hally 3aIUHTYy.
— Ha, 310 HykHO caeaats.— Mancac nosepryfdack K Crajanaw,
— Tenepsr 5 nonHMalo, noyemMy Ba¥iHTH DHCKHYJAa JXH3HBIO PajH
Te6d, Beab 210 TH NPOEKTHPOBaJa 3alIHTY HALIErO rOPOAAa, BEPHO?
— Ha, diicrau.

-— Torpa ycunp ee. OT uMenu Dficraun Tpebyii BCe, 4TO HEO6XO0-
AuMo. Be3onacHoCTh ropoja B TBOHX pyKax.

— H 1 He nosBonw efi ocaaGHyTh, DicTan. C TBOEro NOIBOJEHHS,
s NOHAY NPOBEPATHL OXPaHy...

[Tocoe ee yxona MaJjicac orasjienacs no CTOpoOHaM,

— Tar TpyaHo NOHATH BCe NPOUCXOAsLNEE HA 3TOH HOBOH 3emue.
3nech Bce He Tak, Kak B JHToGame. [lopsisok Hapywaercs 3iech
ycrosoy, ybusaromumu uitrad, Korga ato Kowuntest, Badntu? Twu
3Haeuwp 3TO?

— $1 3Hal0 TOABKO, UTO MBI OYAEM CpaaThCi C STHMH CYLIECTBA-
ma. M mosxuel nobeputs. — [oBopsi 370, BallHTH H30 Bcex cHA
crapafiach He BHAATDL CBOUX COMHEHHH, H Bce e OHH OHLIH OTyeT-
JIUBO BUAHH B KaX/IOM €e JBHXEHHH.

Xepunak TMORHSJ PyKY, KOTAA H3 Je€ca BIIEDEAH AOHECCS NPOH3HU-
TeNbHbIA KPHK. OXOTHHKH OCTAHOBHJ/UCH, & 3aTe€M B CTpPaxe oOIJf-
AENUCh, KOTAA 3X0 MOBTOPHAO KpHK. [TouBa moj ux HOTaMu clerka
KoJebagace.

— Thl 3HaewWp, 4T0 3TO? — CIPOCHA XepHAaK.
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— JHymaiwo, yro Aa,— orserua Keppuk. — Tenepb HyXHO ABHraTh-
csl. MeAJIEHHO, MOTOMY 4TO BIiepeAM MOryT OHTh NOaf AJS passe-
JeHusi JKUBOTHBIX.

Hepeepsi pocan GAH3KO APYr K APYTY, H Tpona, No KOTOPOH OHM
IJIH, GblJa OueHb Y3Koil. KpukK H3-3a JepeBbeB INOBTOPHJCH, eule
Gosiee NMPOH3KTEAbHHHA, B KeppHK HOAHSI PYKY.

— Crokite! Bugure 3TH 03K BIepeAd, KOTOPHE NEPECEKAOT TPO-
ny? Crneaure, urofH OHM He BIENHJMCE B Bac. Mu cehuac Ha ca-
MOli JajbHell OKpaMHe ropoga, H HyXKHO OHTh 0c000 BHUMATENb-
HEIMH,

OXOTHUKH JBHHYJHCH Bllepell cO BCEBO3MOMHEIMH [PEAOCTOPONKHO-
CTAMH. ¥ ONYyUKH Jieca OHH OCTAHOBHJMCH H CO CTPAXOM B3TJAAHYJH
Ha NMpeACTaBliee Nepei HUMH 3pedunlle. '
HBa orpoMHEX cyulectsa, KaxJoe Goablle caMoro 60JbIION0 Ma-
CTOAOHTA, KPYXKHUJAH APYr Nepe]l ApyroM B BHICOKOH Tpage, a TPeTbe
HabmoZano 3a HHMHM CO CTOPOHB. MOpIUHHHCTHIE LIKYypH 3Bepei
6EIM KENTOBATO-KOPHYHEBEIMH, OFPOMHBEIE TOJOBbl YKpauleHH po-
raMH, a CHEHH MOKPHITH KPOBABO-KPACHHIMH KOCTAHBIMH NJacCTH-
Hamu. ORHO H3 XHBOTHHIX CAEJAJO BHINAX W LISJKHYJO KJIOBOM.
[IpoTHBHEK OTHPAHYJ B CTOPOHY H, B3MaxHYB XBOCTOM, YAApHJ UM
0 3eMJo.

— DPyyrca,—cxkasan Keppuk.— Y HHX OpauHbId mepuHOA, H OHH
CpaxaloTcsd 3a CaMKy, KoTopas MaceTcss B CTOpPOHe. $l BCIOMHHI 3TC
{10Jie U TeHepPb 3HAl0, re MH!

Ox yTonTas HOraMi 3eMJII0 K OCTPHEM CBOEro HOXKa IPOBeJ JIHHHIO,
— CwmortpH, XepuaaK, Kak BHIIFAKT 3TOT rOpoA. ¥ HHUX €CTh €ro
MaKeT, KOTOPHH f J0Jrc H3ydas, H IOTOMY XOPOLIO NOMHIO €ro
yCTpofCTBO Aaxke celiyac. Mope HaxoAuTcs 31ech, Oeper poXiesdi
34ech, 32 HUMH HJAET cTeHa. A BoT TyT aMbecel, Goabliasg IycTas
IJIOIAAb, TAE BCe OHK COOHPAKOTCH.

XepHJak BHHMaTeJbHO cleaud, Kak KeppHk pucoBas ropoj # nojs
BOKPYT' HeEro.

— Ioas oKpyXkaloT ropoa o Kpyry, co BCeX CTOPOH.

XepHJaK CMOTPEN] Ha PHCYHOK, 33 iyM4YUBO NOIHNKIBasA GOpOAY.

— Tu yBepeH, uTO MH HUMEHHO 3Zech? Ilpomo MHOro BpeMeHH
C TexX IOp, Kak TH TIOKHHYJ T'OPOJ, OHH MOIVIH H3MEHHTh NOJS H
YBECTH JKHBOTHRIX B APYroe Mecro.

— 3710 HeBo3MOXHO. To, YTO y HHX €CTh, HHKOTAAa He MeHsercs,
a TO, YTO OHHM CJAJAaAH Ha OJHOM MecTe, HMKOrja He OyAeT mepeHc-
CEHO ‘Ha Apyroe.

— 5 Bepio Tebe, nOTOMY uTO TH eMHCTBEHHMII, KTO Xopollo 3aer
MYPTY.

Wx npeppan kpuk 60, U, MOBEPHYBIUKCh, OHK YBHAEJH, UTO ONKH
M3 CacKy 3allatajcs R TAXKeJ0o pyxHya Ha semmo. Onu Gpocrauch
Ha NOMOIUb, 1 XePHJNAK MNOTAHYJCSH COPBATH KOJIOUYIO JHAHY C €ro
pyku, Ho Keppuk octaHoBHA ero.

— He Ttporait ero uan Toxe ympellb. EMy HHueM He NOMOXKeNIb:
AR yKe TONaJs B ero Tejo.
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Teno cacky usrubanocs oT 6onu Ayrofl, Ha rydax BEICTYNHA2 HeHA,
CMelIaHHas C KPOBBIO H3 NPOKYIUEHHOro f3bika. OH 6uln nmapaiuso-
BaH, NOTEPs/ CO3HaHHe H BCKOpDe yMep.

— Ecan ne xorute nogobuofi cMepTH, — cKasan KeppHK, — He 1o-
3BOIAATE HHYEMY NPHKACATbCH K BaM, NOKd MK He IPOHZEM TNoJs.
CMoOTpHTe, KyAa HAeTe, H He OTOJABHraliTe B CTOPOHY HHKAaKuX
pacrennii. Hekoropele npocro cxBaTaT Bac, a APYrHe, KaK BH
TOJBKO UTO BHAENH, — YOBIOT,

— W Becb ropoi noxox Ha 3T0? — cnpocuy XepuJax.

— Her, ToJBKO BHEWHSS TpaHHLA. JTO JAEPXKHUT Ha DPACCTOSHUH
HBOTHHIX... H TaHy. Koraa MH npo#aem 31or 6apbep, €ARHCTBEH-
HOM ONaCHOCTBIO OCTAHETCS BOOpYXKeHHas oxpaha. Oru npauyTcs
3a CTeHaMH, H 3aMeTHTb HX OyJeT oueHb TPYAHO. . -

-— Ho HOYBIO OHH AOJKHH CIAaTb, — CKa3aJ XepHJakK.

— Oxu — 1a, HO 3Rech MOryt OBITH HOUHbLIE 3aUIMTHHKH, KOTOPLIe
NOJHAMYT TpeBory. M HafiieM HX NO3HLUM ¥ NPOHAEM MHMO He3a-
MEYeHHBIMH.

— Kakolt y Te6a nnan?

KeppHK BepHyscs K PHCYHKY Ha 3eMJe H YKa3aJ Ha BHEUIHRH
KpyT.

— MU D0MKHHE TPOATH uepe3 3Td moJas. BoablIHHCTBO U3 HX 06H-
TaTeNell TPaBOSAHM, NOAOGHO PYYTCe, H He HAnalaioT, ecid HX He
TpOrarts.

OH NOAHAM TOJIOBY H NMOHIOXAk BO3AYX.

— Berep ¢ 3anaaa, no3ToMy HYXKHO OGOrHYThE 3TO MeCTO TaK, YTO-
Obl OH Ay HaM B ciuHy. Cpasy 3a MOJASMH HAYHHAIOTCS JAepeBbs
ropoaa. Odu pacTyT CyCTO H, €CJH MEl NOAOKIKEM HX, HHYEro He
OCTAHOBHT OCHS.

— A MOXHO M TaM HaHTH CyXoe NepeBo? — ciipocHy XepHaaK.

— CoMHeBaKCh.

— Toraa ny»HO NOHCKATH ero cefuac u B3SITh ¢ COGOH.

— IloBpemennm, noka He fofiZeM 40 noje#i K 3amagy oT ropoja.
ITotom coGepem ApoBa, M Bce GyAeT rotoBo. A Gapbep HYKHO Ne-
pecekaTh A0 3aX0Aa COJHUIA, KOFAa Bce HHJMAHBL, KpOMeE OXPaHHBIX
NOCTOB, BEPHYTCS B FPOPOA H HAac HHUKTO HE 3aMeTHT. Mbl MHHyeM
OXpaHy u AodieM J0 NEPBHX JEpPeBbheB TOPOAA YXe B TEMHOTE.
M Toraa 3axKeMm OrOHb. , )
Koraa OXOTHHKH ABHHYJHCh Aanibille, TPOMajHBIE JKHBOTHBIE, BCE
TPO€, CNIOKOHHO NIaCAHCh, 3a6bIB 0 HEAABHEM CPaXKEHHH.

Brio yxe Aaneko 32 noNAeHb, KOrAa OHH OGOLINM BHEUIHHE MOJSL.
WM mpuxopuiock HATH depe3 DOIIH AEPEBbER H TYCTHE, CIyTAHHHE
3apocau KycTos. Korza OHH OKasajHCh y JEHHBO TEKYHIEro pyubs,
Kepprk ckOMaHAOBaJ OCTaHOBKY, 4 3aT€M lepeiaJt, uTobul Bce co-
Gpanncy BMecTe, B neHTpe noToka BoRa GHIA YHCTON, H OHM 3aLIIM
B Hee, yToObl HanuTheA. Korda Bce yroauan xaxay, Keppux
OOBACHUA, uTO HYXHO AeJaTh. Bce cayWaan ¢ MpayHbiM BHHMA-
HueM. Bnepean ux Xaana nofefla uix CMEpTb.

IToxa Keppuk roBopua, morofa Hauala MeHsIThCH,
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Bsrasigye Ha Re60, KOTOpOE 3aTATHBAJK Ty4H, XepHJaK HaxMy-
pHJCH...

— Ecau moiner M0 Ab— ropoj He 3aropHIC.

— Cyxofi ceson eile He KOHuHJcs, — oTBeTHJ Keppuxk yBepeHHO,
XOTs BHYTpeHHe pacTepsaica orT cioB Xepuiaka. Ol He NOAYMan
0 TOM, YTO ORH OYAYT ReJaTh, eCH NOHAET A0XKAb.

C onackoii norasasBas Ha HeOGO, Bce PA3OUIIHCh HA NMOHCKH CYXHX
JAPOB.

— Mu He JOMKHE XAaTh /0 Beuepa,— cKazaa Xepunak. — Hyxuo
3a)Keub OTrOHb 0 JOXKAA.

— 31ech MOTYT GBITE MYPry, H HAC 3aMETAT.

— Ilpunercs pHckHyTh., IloKa Apyrue HILYT ApOBa, MOMOTH MHE
NPOJIOXKHUTL AOPOrY yepes KoJiouuk Gapoep.

OHy OTJIOMHJM OT AepeBa TOJACTHE CyUbst K NPUAABHIX HMH K 3eMJe
OTpaBJeHHNE J03H. XepUaaK NPHUMsSJ BETKH HOTAMH M HEPBHIM Ile-
pecek Gapbep, 3HaKaMH MONO3BAB K cefe OoCTalbHLIX OXOTHHKOB.
MoxnaBlWiKck, NOKa coGepyrcs BCe, OXOTHHKH OCTOPOXKHO IBHHY-
JIACHL BTIepes] BO raaBe ¢ KeppHKoM.

Tlocae monroro mepephiBa OH BepHyJca B Asbnecak. Brepenw yxe

IPOMBIXAJNO, M, KOTRa NEpBHE KalaW AOXKMAA ynajly Ha ero IVIeuH,
Keppuxk nepemen Ha Ger.

33

Pefenox, BUCeBUIME HA cMuHe APMyH, NpOCHYJcs M 3akpAvan. E&
ApUILJIOCE GPOCHTL OCTPYI0 NaaKy, KOTOPOH OHA pHJIA 3EMJI0 B 110-
HCcKax cbeflofHEIX kopHell. HeGo Ha MruoBeHHe OCBeTHJIA MOJIHHS,
¥ OT yAapuBlliero cefiyac Xe rpoMa y ApMyH 3aJ0XKKJIO VIIH.
SpMalinanap paccepaunica Ha YTO-TO, H HYXRO OBLIO BO3BPAIAThCH
B NaJaTKy. PefeHOK 3amjiaKajn rpoMye, OHa CXBATHRA KOP3HRY
¢ KOpeHbAMH H NOAHAJACh HA HOTH.

Ynosup Hag cofoll KaKoe-To ABHXKEHHKE, XKEHNI[HHA MOAHANA TOJOBY
H yBHZeJa NTHIY, GecllyMHO NapsIlyw B Bo3Ayxe. ApMyH pasras-
Jlesla 4epHYIO IIHHIKY Ha ee Jjale H B cTpaxe Opocuiach Gexars.
I'pom, Monn#s H nTHua, coofuiaiomas MYpry, riAe HaXOAATCH
TaHy, — 370 GHIJO CJUIIKOM MHOTO AJs Hee. 3aAbXasiCh OT ¢Tpaxa,
OHA HEIPHYJIa B CNACHTERbHYIO TEMHOTY NaJaTKH.

Bafintu cmorpena ua Maker Asbnecaka, xorda ¢apru npuHecaa
el H3BeCTHe, YTO B TaBaRb BXORHUT YPyKeTo. Pe3KuM JnHXKeHHeM
PYKH oHa OTNYCTHJIa $hapry, Ho xoA Mucacit 6ua napymen. B xors
OHa BEpHYJACh K H3YUCHHIO MAKCTA, 3TO HC loMorao. 3amnta Guian

npouHofi, kK ToMy xe Craanaun cue Goannsie yeuwman ee, v Bafinyn
He MOFJa HafTH K OUI0T0 ¢NABOTO MCCTA, PAC yerTonoy morsn 6u
NPUIHHATE KaKOH-IHOYRL 8pe. Pasue 1wro yOnloT neekosnko M-
Hﬂﬁx }KHBQTHHX. Cros 3/IeCh, OHa TOJLKO 1Npacto [)a‘l.’l}l[)ll)l(a'l."il
cebn.
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HyXHO NOHTH BCTPETUTP YPYKETO H ITOCMOTPETH, YTO 3a TPY3 OH
npage3. CKOpo AOMKHH NpHOMTHL (apru u3 InuTobaHa ¥ XeCOTCAHHI
yBeJHUEeHHOH MomHocTH. Ee apMusa Oyfer CHABHA U NOKOHYHT
¢ ycTO30Yy.

KpyHar mysa mo metabHOA TPONMHKE BCJes 3a Ipymnofi dapru, a ee
NOMOIIHHIA HNJAeAach C3afH, HeCs CBA3KY NepeBSHHBIX KOJBILKOB.
Kaxnas ua dapru secna MoJlofoe (GPpPyKTOBOE AEPEBO H3 TEIJHIIH,
roToBoe K nocagre. Ha stor pas Kpysat mna ¢ pabouum orpsioM
cama, uTOGH HMeTh MOJIHYKO YBEPEHHOCTH, UTO AepeBbst GyayT pas-
MemieHH Tam, rie Haao, HexorTopble HiljgaHBl B 3TOM ropofe Gulau
TAKHMH JXe TJYNHMH, Kak dapr, 3a0blBajJH HHCTPYKIHA U He-
O6peXXHO BRUIOJHSJIN caMy® InpocTyio pabory. OHa ofHapyxuaa
MHOT'OYHCJIEHHHE NOJS H NJA2HTaUWH, BOOGIie He HaHeceyHble HA
MaKeT, COGHpanach nposecTH KoppekTupoBky. Ho He cefivac. Cero-
OHS HYXKHO PACCTaBHTh CBOM METKHM W yOeZATHCH, UTO ACPeBbs MNO-
caxeHHl rae cielayer. KpyHar safep:ana B3IVISA HA TEMHEKOIIEM
HeGe. Kaxercs, 6yaer noxap. Uro X, 370 MOMAET Ha NONB3Y MO-
JIOABIM N€PEBBAM.

Haru6 tponul NpHBeN ee K Kpaw 3ejeHorc noaxn, Hascrpeuy mo
3apocimieMy TPaBoH MPOCTPAHCTBY ABHTajJach lenouyka ¢apri. 1o
6Hya nepsas Mplcab KpyHar, HO OHa TYT XKe NMOHAJA: YTO-TG He-
JagHo. OHH OBUIM CNHIIKOM XVAOWIABH H BBLICOKH. M MX roJIOBHI
MOKPHBAJ MeX,

Jlenensimas Aorajka 3acrTaBHAa €€ OCTAHOBHUTHCH. YCTO30Y B ToO-
poxre?! 310 6b0 HeBoaMOXHO! [TomommHuma npomsia MHMO, M
B CAEAYIOLIYIO CeKyHAy C TONSl JOHECJHCh pe3KHe WENYKH XecoT-
CaHOB.

®apru naganu onna 3a apyrofi. [TomMowsuma ¢ rPOXOTOM Bpocuaa
'CBA3KY KOJBIIIKOB, H TYT € APOTHK BOH3WJcA efl B Gok. KpyHaTt
B NaHHKe NOBepHynack u Opocuaach Gexath o0paTHo, MOJ 3aILH-
Ty AepeBbes. OHa XOpoLIO 3HAJa TOPOX H 3HAJA, UTO NMOGAH3OCTH
ecTh nocT oxpaHbl, Hy»HO ux npeaynpeauTs.

— Opna w3 HHX yOexana TyAal-— KPHKHYI Xepu.nax, 6pocasch
B OTOHIO.

— Her Bpemern! — ocradoBun ero Keppuk. — Ham wesaueM matu
Ranbie. HyXHo pasBOAWTh OrOHb, NOKA HE MOIeN JA0XNb.

OH noGexal, TSOKeNO ABIIA OT YCTAMOCTH, U OXOTHUKH GpPOCHINCDH
32 WHM CACROM. DTH Aepesbsi BuoHe nopofizyr. Caand wmweakHyn
xecotcad, HoO Keppuk yxe He ornsamiBaiaca. OH onycTHICsE Ha
3EMJI0 MOJ BBICOKMM AyBoM, QTGpOCHA cBoe OpYXHe M BHITaIUUA
H3 CYMKH CBON JepeBAHHLI{ ALIMK,

— OBy 3HA0OT, YTO MH 3J€Ch,— 32ABIXafCh, CKa3ad Xepuiak.—
Mu yOHIH HECKOJBKHX, U MYPIY OTOULIV 3a AEPeBbsi.

— JaBali MHe BeTkH,— npuxazaid KeppHk, 3actasissi ce0st JABH-
rarecsl cnokoftno. OnycTHBIIACL KA KOJEHH, OH AOCTaJ U3 fIIHYKa
OTHeHHMe KaMuH, Peskufi NOpPHEB Berpa eABa He BHGHN sIIMUek
M3 €ro pykK, a IO JHCThSIM BBEPXy 3aCTyuanu xamay goxas. O6nao-
MOK BETKH YIaJ PSiOM ¢ HHM, 3aTeM CBaJHJCH BTOPOiL.
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«CnoxoiiHo, TONBKO cnokoiHo! Bee HYXHO cienarh HPABHILHO
¢ nepeorv pasa, MOTOMY YTO BTOPOH NONBITKH MOXKET # He OhITb.»
TpscymuMuEcs pyYKaMH OH HOCTaBHJ SIUYMUEK HA 3eMJI0 W CJOIKHJA
B HEro BCe CyXoe fepeso. Teleps-—KaMeHb O KaMeHb H KaK MOX-
Ho pesue. [Tocunannce HCKPHL.

Tonkaga cTpyfika roay6oro ApiMa NoAHAAach H3 RIIHYKA.

KeppHK CKACHHNCS HAX HHM H OCTOPOKHO MOAYJ, NOTOM MOJAOIKHI
rOpCTh CYXHX JHCTREB H HOAYJ CHOBa. BCRBIXHYJO Kpacnoe nmaaMs.
TlocTeneHHo OH A0GABHN B HEro OCTaJdbHBIE JHCTbS, TIOTOM MOA-
6pocHsl KYCOYeK KOPH M BETOUKH H3 CBOeH CYMKH, H TOJMbKQO KOria
BC@ 3TC AIPKO BCHBIXHYJM0, KEpPHK PHCKHYJ OCMOTPETBCSH.

Ha mnene nexanu Tpynsl HENIAH H TaHy, HO He oueHb MHOTO. Xe-
pUJAK OTGPOCHA HAnaJaloUIHX M PAcCTABHJA OXOTHHKOB AJSl OXpa-
#el. TIpUrHYBIIMCH, OHH YPSATANMUCH 32 AepeBbSMH, TOTOBHE BCTpe-
TUTh HOBYI0 aTakKy Mypry. Xepunak noabexan k Keppuxy, numo
ero GbLIO 3aNHTO MOTOM, HO OH YJABIGHYJCSA TIPH BH/E OTHS,
IlepeBsHHEIA sILHYEK TOPEN YiKe caM, Koraa KeppHK cyHyn ero
B FPYAY APOB, 2 3aTeéM KHHYJ CBEPXy ewe rpyay cyunes. Ot KocT-
pa HauaJo HCXOAMTH TEIJO, a Kaniu AOXKAA IUHMeNH, najas Ha
oroHb, Keppuk crapancsd He AyMaTs O NpHOAHXKAOLIENHCs Ipose,
CTPEMsACh NOJAHSTHL NJAaMsl KOCTPA paHblle, YeM OHa HayHeTCH.
Toapko KOroa Cy4bs ApKO BCOBIXHYAH H Kap, ObloBIMHA OT HEX, 34-
CTABHJ €ro 3aKPHITh JHIO PYKaMu, OH KPUKHYJ H30 BCEX CHJI:

— Bce k ornw! IToaxurafite ropoxa! '

PanocTHO BO3GYKACHHHE, OHH Opocuinch K HeMy. OXOTHHKH CXBa-
THJK NbJAZ0INMEe TOJNOBHH ¥ MOTAUIHJIH HX B CTOPOHBI, PACCHIMAsN
no popore Hckphl, KeppHk ToXe cXBaTuJ BeTBb W GpocHics B Ya-
iy, Te4a ¢axeloM B cyxhe JNHCTHE. OHY 3aIBIMUIUCh, NOTOM
BCIIMXHYJMO ApKoe miamsa. OH mpopomxaj noJUKHraTh KyCThl, TOKa
XKap OT HHX HE NOTHAJ ero o6paTHO, a AbHMSAIlAfCa BeTKa He 0fo-
XKria eMy pyku. Ou IIBBIPHYJ €€ 4epe3 NJaMs K JAepeBLiM, poc-
IIEM BAAJH.

Y Kpaf pOILIH, TA€e METANHCh KpHUAllHe OXOTHHKH, BCMBIXHBAIH
BCe HOBHE M HOBHIE AepeBbsl, I1lnaMs yiKe OXBATHJIO BETKH MOTY-
yero ny6a H TAHYJIOCH K CJIeNYIOLIHM JepeBbsiM. B kocTpe Jexara
eule OJHa ropsiinas BeTKa, M, cXBaTHB ee, Keppuk nmofexan B cTO-
pOHy.

ITpomuaBmuce MmuMo CaBoHe, KOTOPHIH NMOMXKUTAJ AEPEBbs B Aajb-
HeM KOHUE NOMSHL, OH TKHYJ (haKkeloM B NONIECOK. Berep LIBHIp-
HyJ HCKPHl Ha KYCTHl, ¥ IOYTH CPa3y Ke HX OXBATHJO HJaaMs.

Ororb # AbIM TMOAYHMANHCH BEICOKO BEEPX, PasroHss Temuory. Je-
pesbsl TPEIIaNH W BCTBIXHBAJH, POM TpeMel, HO Trposa emme He
pa3pasuaacs.

MxemeHa, NPHOTKPHB ABepb B Kanase, BHIAHYJA HApyxXy. Axo-
TOAN, OXMHAAKXINAH ee, CAed4Ja THCBHHE H IOBENUTENBHHH KecT.
— Cnauana Th NOCHJaelllb 32 MHROH, a MOTOM WPerpakaaein MHe
NYyTh,— CKa3aja OHa, OCKOpOAeHHO [BHras uemiocTsaMH. — Cefiuac
e NPONYCTH,
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— Huxafiiie npomy MeHs npocTHTh,— cKasana VIkemena, BBOAA
Axoroan u 3agphiBags 2a Heft JBepb.— CaMubl CHOBa CcopsTed,
HaBepHoe 13-3a noroAn. OIuH H3 HHUX paHeH

— Ilpugeau ero ciona.

TeeprocTh ee r0JI0CAa H pe3KHe HBHKeHUs 3acTaBHau HMkemena
GecIPeKOCIOBHO BBINOJNHATL NpHKasanuwe. Bcrope oHa BepHyaach,
Tama 3a cofofk pa3o3neHHOro Jccery.

— Bor on,—ckasana oHa. — I[oCTOSHHO yCTpauBaer Apakd, a Te-
Tlepb MOYUHS O 3ACAYTAM.

AxoToJsm MoJYa oCcMOTpesa JcceTy.

— OfpiqnKe uapanuub, Huugero Goapule. BrnojHe XBATHT AaHTH-
centaka, CaMiibl OCTAWTCA CAMHAMH...

Bapyr ora s3aMoauasa, MONHAJAA TOJNOBY, H, WIHPOKO- pasiyBast
HO3ZAPH, NOHIOXANd BO3AYX.

— DTOT 3amax.. f ero 3HAW.. — BO30YKACHHO CK43aja OHa, BH-
paxas TPeBOry ABHKEHWSIMHU PYK. AKOTOJN MOAOULIA K HAPYXKHOM
JABEPH H, HecMOTPA Ha npoTecThl MkeMeHnA, oTkphna ee. 3amax
CTaN CHIbHEe, BO3AYX GBI MOJIOHW HM. .

— J1M,— ckazasa AKOTOAN, BCTPEBOMEHHAsh M 3aHHTEPECOBAH-
Hast. — JIbIM GBIBaeT TOJBKC OT OAHON XHMHYECKON peakuHH — ro-
peHus.

ScceTa OTIPAHYN Hasag, uyBCTBYS TpeBory Akoroan. MIKemMeHX HE-
yero He moHHMana. IImM OwicTpo rycten. Maganeka nocasmanics
rosoca ¥ Tpeck. Temeps B MpHKasax AKOTOAN fCHO UYBCTBOBAJICS
cTpax.

— 3Ta peaknus Ha3HIBACTCS FOPEHHEM H MOXeT ObITh oOMacHa,
Ckopee cobMpail caMIlOB, HX HYKHO YBeCTH aTciozal

~— ¥ meHus HeT npukasal — npocroBana MxeMena,

— §1 npukasmwBaio TeGe sto! Hdeno umer o xuzuu u cmeprH. Co-
Oupali Bcex cCaMUOB H caeayl 3a MHOR K okeaHy.,

Uxewmenn, Gosbire He Kode6aach, SPOCHNACH BLINONHATE DACHOPH-
MeHHe, a AKOTOJIN OTOLTA UYTh B CTOPOHY OT BHIXOAd, He 3aMeuad,
YTO ellle AEepPXKHT APOXKAMYO PYKY 3CCeTH ¥ TAWHUT YIHPaIOIErocs
camna 3a cofofi. BpripaBuminficss B OTKPBITYIO fBepPb ABIM CTAX Ta-
KHM TYCTBEIM, 4TO OHH 3aKalLIsIHCh.

— Mbl He MoOXKeM xaaTh! — ckasana AKOTOJNT H TPOMKO KPHK-
HyJda: — Mun yxoaum! - Hazesch, 4To Mkemena npapuibHo nmofiMer
ee, H oTamuaa 3ecety 3a cobol.

Korza VxeMmenn BepHyJach B KOPHAOP, BeAs 3a cofofi caMios, OHa
ofpafoBanacs, YBHACRE, YTO OH mycT. IToCHeNIno 3aKpHIB HAPYKHYIO
ABEpb, OHAa TPHKA3aNa CamMiuaM BO3BpPANIATLCA HA CBOM MeCTa,
YAOBAETBOPEHHAA TEM, YTO HapyILIEHHe NpHKAa3d He 3auuIo CJHHUI-
koM jganeko. Passe moxer OwTh uTOo-HuGyAbL GesonmacHee Ka-
Hazja?

W ToNBKO KOrZa MOSIBMJAMCH NePBHIE A3BIKK NJIAMEHH, OHA TOHANE
ceorw ourHGky. Cnacath NOJOMEYHHX OBJIO CAHIIKOM TO3JIHO, H
OHA yMepJa, c/blIa HX NPOH3RTENbHbIE KPUKH,
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Anpnecak ropea. Oroxb, NOArOHseMBIH BeTpoM, mphiras ¢ Jepena
Ha fnepeBO. 3apOCaH KYCTapHHKA, CTeHH, TJIeTEHbie TOJIbl — BCE
cTano nuileft orHs, BCe ropedno.

Hasa wuiinan srto GelI0 HemoctHxuMoe OeicTBHe, B Tponnueckux
CTpadax €ecTeCTBEHHOTO OTHE He OBLIO, NO3TOMY OHH He HWMeJH
O HeM HH MaJgelillero npefcrapienus. IIpaBaa, HeKOTOpHE yueHble
3Halld 5TO ABJEHHE, HO JHINbL KAK HHTepecHHEH aabopaTopHut de-
HoMmen. Toro, uto mpoHcXoAuNo cefinac, oHH He Morad cefe jpaxe
BoOGpasuTh. 34ech €O BCeX CTOPOH OmIM oroHb H nwmiM. CHauana
3TG HX INPHBAEKaJ0 KaK HCTOMHHK Temja, a 3areM IpHXOAWJa
Hensfexuas Gonp... IlosToMy oHM yMEHpanu, a njaamMs Bce IMUpH-
JIOCh.

[MorepaHHEIE M HCNYraHHBIE, UMNaHB H ¢apre Gpocuiuch K ambe-
ced B NOHCKax pyxoBoauTenrs. OHH 3alOJHANH ee 0 TeX TOp,
noka 3To GOJABIIOE OTKPBITOE MPOCTPAHCTECG HE 0Ka3aJoch MOA-
HoCTbio 3a6uTo. Bee xaanu coBera Mavcac ¥ NBITaAHCh NPOOHTH-
csi k Helt 6amxke. [Toka ona e npukasana um otoiity., bawxkaih-
mHe X HEH NHTaNHCh BHIOJHHTL NPHKA3, HO He CMOLJH: TOJNA
yKe cTana HeynpasineMof.

Korza oronp moctHr ambecep, naHuKa ycuanaach. Minanam Gbiro
HeKyZla GexaTh, H OHH B CTPaxe DaTWiuch Haszad, Maxcac, nono6-
HO MHOTHM IpYyraM, OblIa DAcTONTaHA M yMepJa 3al10Aro A0 TOro,
KaK [JaM$fl TOTJOTHIO €€.

Anbrecak yMmep BMeCTe €O CBOHMH KHTeasMu. Oronn npomyasncd
OT mosied O OKeaHa, NOMKHpasi Bce Ha cBoeM NyTd, Kay6ul jbiMa
TOAHUMAJINCh K TEMHBIM O0/NakaM, a peB H TPecK MJaMeHH 3aray-
HIaJl KPHKH YMHParIIHKX.

OxOTHHMKH, pacmaacTaBUIHCh, JeXaJdH Ha 3eMJe, NOUeDHeBIIHE H
n3MyueHHble, MfnaHel, ¢ KOTOPHIMH OHH cpaXXalHch, GHLIH YOUTH
HJIH 3arHaHbl o6paTHO B OroHb. Boff 3akoruHAcs, a BMecTe ¢ HUM
B BOHHA, HO OHM CJHIIKOM ycTahy, urobel noHaTe 310. Tonpko Kep-
PHK ¥ Xepusak ele CTOSAH, NOKAUHBAACH OT YCTAJOCTH.

— Mor KTo-HH6YAb yUenerb? — crpocun Xepuiaak, THKEI0 ONH-
pasfch Ha KOIbE,

— He 3Ba10, MOXeT U Aa.

— HMx HyXHO TOXKe YOHTD,

— W g T2k cuurawo.

Keppux BAPYr MOYYBCTBOBAR OTBpPamIeHHe K YHHYTOXeHHIO Anbme-
caka, B cBoelt Kaxxne MECTH OH He TOJABKO YOMN KANAH, HO H pas-
PYIIHJA 3TOT uyjaecHWH ropoia. OH BCTIOMHHJ- YAOBOJAbCTBHE, C Ka-
KHM H3yYaJ ero, OTKPBIBasi CeKpeThl rapona. PasroBope ¢ cam-
namu B KaHane, THCSYH KHBOTHHX, 3af0JHABMHX nacTfdIla...
Huuero sroro Gosiibmre He 6hino. Ecan 6r o# Mor y6uTh uHisaW H
COXPaHHTE ropof, To ofasartensHo caenan 6s rak. Ho rakoro cro-
co6a He Gbuto. Uiinans ymepan, H ¢ HAIMH yMep Anblecak.

— T'ne onum Moryr OmHTB? — cnpocun Xepuiak, u Keppuk ycra-
BHJCSI Ha HEro, CAHILIKOM YCTABIIHAH, 4TOGH MOHATH 3HaueHue BO-
npoca. — Beixkusmse. Tel rOBOPHI, 4TO OHH MOTYT OBITS.
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— JMa. Ho tonbko He B ropofe. Bo3MOXKHO, HEKOTOpPLIE Ha NOJAAX
C MHUBOTHHIMH unu Ha Gepery. Koraa orodb CTHXHET, MBI CMOXEM
ITOMTH TOCMOTPETD.

— CanmkoM AoATO XKAaTh. $1 BHAEN JeCHHME NOMKaph — GoJbliHE
AepeBbsl GyAYT rOPeTh HECKOABKO XHeldl. MoXHO A monacts TyAa
BIOAL fepera?

— JHa. Tam ects necuanbie OTMEJH, KOTOPBIE OTKPHIBAIOTCS . [IPH
OTAMBE,

Xepunak B3IVISTHYJ HA JieXKaUMX OXOTHHKOB, 3aTeM HTO-TO OypK-
HYJ ¥ Cen Ha 3EMMIO,

— CHavana OTAOXHeM HEeMHOTrO, NOTOM NOHAEM.

B ueCe cBeprHYyNa MOAHNSA U TIPOTPEMes AANEKKI TPOM,

— Dpmannagap J6UT Mypry He Gosnbuie Hac, OH 3abpat HoXAb
ob6paTtHo.

Korza oHM HaKOHeN ABHHYAHCH, HATH DPHULIOCE MEXAY NO4ep-
HEBLIMMH, IBIMALUIHMHCSA A€peBbsMH, HO BCKODE OHH OKAa3aMuch Ha
HeTPOHYTHX nacrfuiiax. Xotsa noHavany JAblM NOTPEBOMKHJA XHBOT-
HEIX, cefiyac OHM CNOKOAHO nachuch. ONeHM yMYaJuCb NPOYL OT
NPHOHAKAIOWAXCS MoOJel], a THraHTCKHe porarbie H GPOHHPOBAH-
Hble CyllecTBa €XBa oGpaTHJIH Ha HHX BHHMaHue. KorJa oHHM BwI-
HIH K PYYbIO, TO OGHAaPYXXHJAH, 4TO TOT NOKDPHIT ClOeM MNenJa, H,
YTOOBI HAMTHCS, NPHIIOCH PA3TOHATb €ro B CTOPOHEL.

Brino Bpemsi OTAMBa, H OHH NOLIAH MO XOJOAHOMY, TJIOTHOMY Iec-
Ky. C onxoli cTOPOHBI LUYMeJN OKeaH, C APYro# AbLIMHJIHUCH II0YeDHeB-
wHe pyuHE Aubnecaxka. OHH IUIH, XepxKa OPYKHe HaroTose, HO
HHKTO He nporupoctond HM. OBOTHYB MEIC, OHH OCTAHOBHJIHCD.
Brepean Omta peka, H uto-ro Go/bLIoe H TeMHOE, €1BA BHAHMOE
CKBO3b 34BeCy AbIMa, BXOAWJIO B HEe H3 MOPsl,

— Ypykero! — BocknukHya Keppuxk. — Uzer k rapanu. Tawm, okoso
pexy, Moryt OBITh yIejleBInHe,

On nobexad, ¥ OCTaJIbHBE NOCTEUWKIAH 32 HHM,

Crannan OKAHyna B3rJASAOM Tella HiliaH, pacnjacTaHHHE Ha pey-
HoM Gepery W nJaBalolye B BOAE, NIOTCM TKHyJa Gaumaiinee Ho-
roi. Paprd nepeBepHyNach Ha CHHHY, Ia3a ee OHJH 3aKpbITHI,
2 POT OTKPHT IHPOKO, HO XH3KL elle TellJKRAACh B 3TOM Teje.

— IlocMoTpr na HuX,— ckazana Crannad, H OTBpameHHe GO
B KaX/OM ee¢ XBHXXEHMH. — 5l npusesa ux cioaa # paan Gesonac-
HocTH 3arHajia B BOAY — a OHH yMmepaHn. OHH 3aKpHJAIH CBOH IMIy-
Nbie 1234, OTKHHYJAH Ha3a[ IoJOBHE H YMepJH.

— Hx ropoa wmeprB,— ycrano ckasana BaiutH. —Ouu ymepin
BMECTE ¢ HHM, He XKejas CTaThb M3THAaRHHKaMy. A ecsiH TH XOUellb
YBHAETb BHKHBIIHX, TO B3IVIAHH Ha 3THX GeccMepTHbix. — OHa yKka-
3alra Ha Ipynny uiJaH, CTOABIIXX N0 KOJEHO B BoZe.

— Jovepn CmepTn,— npomunena Cramnian, — 310 BCe, 49T0 OCTa-
Joce oT Aabnecaka? TOAbKO OHE?

— Tu 3a6uina nac, Crannan.

— $1 noMmHO, uTO MBH ¢ TOGOH 3Zech, HO He IIOHHMAIO, HOYEeMy
MBI B¢ YMeDJH BMecTe C OCTAJIbHBIMYU?
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— MBl XHBH, DOTOMY YTO CJHINKOM CH/JABHO HeHaBuanMm. Hena-
BUAUM YCTO30Y, KOTOpHE CHeRadH 3TO. Tenepb Mbl 3HaeM, 3aueM
oMM TpHUWWIH coga. OHH TPHHECAM OroHb H COXMAM Hall ro-
POR...

— Cumotpu — ypyxeto! Maer k 6epery...

BafinTn B3risiHyJa Ha TEeMHBIF CHAYAT, pacceKalomuil BOAHbL.

— $1 npukasana WM yATH, KOrja OroHs nogofger OJH3KO, H Bep-
HYThCH, KOIla BCe KOHANUTCH.

DHry ToXKe YBHAENA YPYKeTO M BHINNA Ha Geper. Bafinti crenana
BHA, YTO HE 3aMeYaeT ee.

IMoHsB 5To, DHIH OCTAHOBHAACH ITepej Hell U 3aroBOPHNA.

— Yto OGymer ¢ HaMH, BaHHTH? YpyKeTO NOAXOAHT Bce ONHXKe,
a TH Beflels ce6st Tak, KaK 6yaro Ol MH He CYIIeCTByEM.

— 210 Moe geho. Anpriecak MepTB, H § xouy, YToOH BCe BHl yMep-
JH. BH ocTaHerech 34€Ch.

— Xectokull npuarosop, BafinTH, A Tex, KTO He NpHYHHHI Tebe
HUKAKOTO Bpeda.. He rozurtca ToBOPHTb TaK €O CBOHMH 3(eH-
3ene,

— $1 oTpexaioch OT BaC W He XOUy HMeTb C BaMH HH4ero ofIIero.
HMenno Bol mocesiiH caabocTs cpefn ufinap, Koraa HaM HyXHa
Ohla BCY Hala MOIUb. YMPHTE 3ZeCh.

DHrH cMOTpesa Ha cBow deHsese, KoTopasg BCeraa Oblia CHAb-
Hefmell ¥ JAyumred BO BCeM, H OTKA3 YHTAJNCS B KaXIOH JHHHH
ee Tena.

— Tul, ubAd HERaBHCTL YHHYTOXKHJA AJblecak, OTpeKaellbes OT
MEHS? I NDHHHMAIO 3TC H rOBOPIO, 4TO BCe, ObiBlICE MEXIY HaMH,
OTHBIHE He CyllecTByer. §1 Towke OTpeKalcs 0T Tebst H OTKa3bl-
B2l0Ch BHIROJIHSITE TBOH NPHKA3LL,

QOua nosepryaace k BaitutH cnurofi #, rgia Ha YPYKETo, HOA-
xoxsuni K Gepery, KpHkEyaa Jouepsam:

-— Mur yxonum orciona. IlnsiBaTe X ypyKeTo!

— ¥Y6eit ux, Cranaan! — B GewreHcTee NpHKasaaa Bafuri,
CrajanaH noBepRyJach, NOJAHSAAA CBOH XecoTcaH H, He ofpamas
BHHMaHHA Ha KPHKH 3HrH, NPHHSIACH CTPEIATH B NMAMBYUIHX HA-
nan. Ilpunen 6bl1 TOYEH, M OHH OJZHA 3a APYro# HcyezaJH NOJ BO-
goi. TTotoMm xecoTcar omycren, H CraanaH HaKJIQHHAACH, OTIAAH-
Bas feper B NIOHCKAaX ZIPOTHKOB,

— Tw npHHOCHIIL TOJALKO cMepTsb, Bafiuti,— cka3ana Ouru. — TH
cTaja CMePTENbHO ONacHof, i Oylp 5TO BO3MOXHO, 0TKa3aMacCh
OBl OT CBOEH BepH, YTOOH MOKOHYHTH ¢ TOOOR.

~— Tax cpenafi T0,— HACMeILLINBO ckasana BaltHru, orkuawBas
FOJIOBY Ha3aj Tak, 4To0bl KOXa Ha ee ropie Hamuynau:.-—y Tebs
ecTb 3y0bl. Moxemp y6HTb.

DHrH KauHyjach GHIJIO BIEpef, HO TYT JKe BEDHYJach Ha MeCTo,
He B cHlIaX yONTh Ja¥Ke MHOTOKPaTHO 3acyXHBaIOILyI0 CMEPTh.
Baitrte onycTHaa rogoBy M 3aroBOPHJA, HO TYT e€ IpepBajl XPHI-
abi#t xpuk Ctannan:

— ¥crozoy!!!
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BaiinTn moBepHyJach H yBHAeNa, 4TO OHH GeryT K Heill, pasMaxu-
Bas XeCOTCAHaMH H NAaJKaMH ¢ KaMNsMH, BHe3anHo DelHBLIHCD,
OHa COEAHHHNA NaiblUbl PYK W OAHHM YA2pOM NOBaJWAa DHIM Ha
3EMJII.

— Crananan! — kpukHyna oHa, 6pocasics B BoAy. — K ypykero!
Hmerno 310 u ysugen Keppuk, Korja BeICKOYMJ Ha Oeper. Mepr-
Bbi€ HAJAHRLl, JeKABIUHE TYT M TaM, H OJAHH KHBOH B BoZe. A Io-
CPefHHe TJIsIZKa, MAAAA Ha HEro, cTosyia Ta, KOTOPYI0 OH HMKOrAa
He 3abyner,

— He crpensTs! — rpoMKo ¢Kasaa oOH, 3aT€M TIOBTOPUA 3TO HA
cacky. — IJTOT Mapar Mofi.

3aTeM OH 3aroBOPHJ INO-HATAHCKH, H XOTb 3Ha4yeHHe CJIGB NyTaJ
IpH ABHIKEHHH, BCE e CMBICA OB AOCTATOUHO fACEH. v

— D10 s, Crannay, ycTo30y, KOTOPWH HeHaBHAUT Tebs H XOUeT
yORTh. YOeXKHHIb JH Thl, KaK TPYC, HJIH NOJACKAEUID MEHS?

Ho Craanan 6b1no He 10 HacMmedleK, OHAa AXKE [MOYTH He CJABILIARA
ux. Eff BNoaHe xBaTHA0 3penauma Oeryumero Kepphka. 10 Gwiiao
CYLIECTBO, KOTOPOe OHa HeHaBHIeNa GoJbine, YeM KOro-au6o B MH-
pe, ycTe30y, KOTOpHI YHHUTOXMA Adbnecak. Oda Gpocuna nmyctoi
XeCOTCaH M, PHYa OT 'HEBA, KHHYJach HA HEro.

3abup 0 xecorTcane, Keppuk nomusn xonse H Gpocuics K Craj-
JlaH, HO OHAa XOPOILO 3Haja NOBAJAKH AKHKHX MHBOTHHX H OTCKO-
uUHaa B CTOPOHY, TAK UTO KONbE CKOJNb3HYJAO MHMO, He NPHYHHHB
efi Bpeja, 3aTeM oOHa npeirHyna Ha Keppuka H loBaiuia ero
Ha 3emiio, CUAbHBIE MYCKYABl GBJIM KAMEHHO TBEPABIMH H, KaK HH
crapajcs Keppuk, oH He MOr faxe ieBeNbHYThCA. TeM BpemeHeM
Crannan WHPOKO OTKPHIAA POT H PSARbI OCTPHIX 3y60oB Hauanu
NpUOIBKATECS K TOPJY UeJ0OBEKA.

Konbe Xepunaka MeabKHYJO B BO3AYyXe H BOH3HJIOCH MEXZY Ue-
mocramu Ctaanan, ray6oko BoHas el B mosr. Keppuk CTOAKHY:
¢ cefs ee TAXeN0€ TENO H, IATagCh, NOAHAJICS HAa HOTH.

— Xopouiuit yaap, Xepraaxk! — craszan omn.

— Csaap u He asyraficsi! — KpUkHyn B orBeT XepHJaK, BRITACKH-
Bag U3-3a mjeya cBOH JIYK.

KeppHK NoBepHyJICs M YBHAEA JHTH, BCTAIOMIYIO C 3€MJH.

— Tlosoxn cBofi NyK,— npuKaszan KeppHk,— Bce OmycTHTe OpY-
xkHe. OHa He NPHYHHUT BpeAa. '
Kpynuple noAeBBe KalIH ynaldH eMy Ha JIMLO, HX CTaHOBHJIOCH
Bce Goablle K GOJMbLIE, U HAKGHEN XJABIHYJA H10XAb. Joaro coGu-
paBliagcsd rposa Radanach, HO GbIJIO yiKe MO3AHO cruacaTb AJblie-
cak. CHJIbHBIE TPONMHMUECKHH JHBEHb, KOTAa CTDPYH €ro XJecramu
o TJeXUIMM pyHHaM, NOAHEMan ofaaka napa.

— Tw npunec HaM cMepTh, Keppuk,— ckasana 3Hru. Tojoc ee
nepekphBad IIyM JOXJAA, a B KaXJAOM JBHXeHMH ObuJla Ie-
4ajlb,

— Her, Jury, To omnGaembes. § NpuHec KHU3HL He TONBKO MOHM
yCTO30Y, n0TOMy 4ro 6e3 MeEs CylllecTBa, BPOAE 3TOro KycKa wmsica,
Jexaunero nepea tobof, youan 6w Bac Bcex. A cefitac oHa MepTBa
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u Aabnecak To:xe, DTOT YPYKETO YHEET, M NOCAeAtlHe H3 Bac yHAYT
BMecTe ¢ HHM. $ npHBeAy CIOAa CBOHX YCTO30Y, H 3T0 GyRerT Hall
TOpoAd, a BH BepHertech B JHToOaH H ocTaHeTech TaM. Co CTpaxoM
-6ynmere BB BCIOMHHATB TO, YTO CAYYHJIOCH 31€Ch, H HHUKOFA2 He
IpuaeTe CiIOA2 CHOBaA, Paccxa}xn BCEM, Kak rope.rl rOpoOR H €ro
KHTeJH., DfcTan, ee COBETHUKH, Baltuty, .,

" — Ba#ntu TaM,— ckasana Sﬂm, YKasnBas Ha CYRHO.

KeppHK BHHMATEJIBHO OCMOTPEJ YPYKETO, HC He 3aMeTHqa cpeid
ufisiadn Bafinth, 2 B Ayme BIPYr TNOYYBCTBOBAJ lle TONbKO HeHa-
BHCTh K HeiH, HO H Kakoe-To ofJeryeHHe oOr TOro, 4YTO OHA OCTa-
Jach JKHBA.

— Upgn K Hefi,— KPUKHYA OH, YTOGH TI'DOMKHMH CJIOBAMH CKPHTb
CBOM UYBCTBa,— H Hepeiah: /wo0ok uijaH, IPHIIEAWHA CIOQa CHO-
Ba, YMper.

— A HeJB3R JM CKa3aTh, YTO yOufcTBa KOHUHJAKCH W OTHHIHE 3/lech
OyJeT 3KH3Hb, a He cMepTb? 3710 OBlI0 OB aydile.

OH MaxHyd pyxof,

— §1 3a6uar, uto THl O6Ha Jouepbio Musuu, Uau K Hell U cKaxd,
4TO ecay O OHa nocaymana tels, To BCe yMepulne B Anbnecake
6HAH Gp XKHBH, 5 OUEHb cOXKajelo, JHTH, HO TeNeph CHAHLUIKOM
MO3AHO AJAS MHDA, Aaxe TH NOJKH2 NMOHATh 3T0. Mexay Hamu
Tenepb TONLKO HEHABHCTb ¥ CMePTh, Huuero foabue,

— MeXxzay ycTo3oy H uiinaRaMH -— Aa, HO He Mexay HaMmu, Kep-
DHK.

OH XO0TesJl BO3Pa3UTh, YTO AJAR Hero AK00e XONOMHOE CYIUECTBO
GespasnuuHO, YTO OH MOXKET NOAHATH KONke M YGHTL ee ceituac,
HO He ¢MOT cKaaaTh 3toro. M TosNbKO ¢ TPyAOM yasGryJcs.

— 310 npasfla, yuuteas. 5 6yRy Bceria MOMHHTE, UTO IAE-TO A2-
JIGKO €CTh HHJIAH, KOTOPOro f He X0ouy YGHTS. A ceftuac YXOiH H
GoablIe He BO3Bpauladca Huxorga. 51 6yny nomHuTh Tebs, daxe
ecan 3a6yay Bce ocrasibHOoe. Mlan ¢ MHpOM.

— U Bam Toxe Mupa, Keppuk. I nyets MexAy HaMH, MeXAy Hi-
JaHAMH H YCTO30Y, OyAeT MHD.

— Her. Tonbke HeHaBHCTH W LIHDOKHH OKeaH. Mup Oyner, noka
MBI JKHBeM Ka:KAHH Ha cBoekt 3emae, Ha cBoell cropone, Mau.

ODHFH CKOJIb3HY/la B BOAY, a OH oOflepcsl Ha CBOe KONbe, YTOMJEH-
HHl NMepeXHTHIM, H CMOTpeN, KaK OHa NJBIBET K YPYKETO H IOJ-
HHMaeTcss Ha Oopr. 3areMm, KOrZa ypykero Buiues B mope, Kep-
PHK HOUYBCTBOBAJ, YTO YCTAJOCTh NOKHAAET €ro.

Bee xoHumsdoch. AJsbmecak Hcue3, H BMecTe ¢ HHM [OrH6AH
MYpry.

Ero MBCAR BeDHYJHCh K ceBepy, XK ropaM H NaJarKaM, CTOSIEHM
y H3ruba pexu. TaM xkner ero ApMmyn. Xepunak MeJeHHO NOAO-
men K HeMy, a KeppHK noBepHyJCH H B35J €ro 3a PYKH.

— Mu caenanu 310, Xepraak, A cefiuac BO3bMEM CBOH KOIbS H,
TI0Ka He TPHUMA 3WMa, BEPHEMCS Ha CeBep.

— Bepsemca 1oMofi ¢ MEPOM...
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300JI0ruA

BAHCEMHHUJ/IJIA
XumHoe cyMuaToe XHUBOTHOe. OO6Magaio LENKHM XBOCTOM. Pagz-
BOJAMJAOCh CACKy AJS YHHUTOXKEHHS KpHC U MHUIed.

JIOIKA

IloBepxHOCTHMA BOAHHIA TpaHCIOPT HHJaH. JBHraJoCh BIepen 3a
CUET CHJABHOH CTPYH BOAH, oTOpachBaemoll Hasax. Hmena Toabko
3aYyaTKU HHTeJJeKTa, HO MOrJ0 OHTh OGY4YeHO BHINOJHEHHIO IpO-
cTeHiINX KOMaHM.

TJTAIL

)KHBOTHOB, HCIIOJIB3YEMGE niJaHaMH AJst 3aHIHTH OT XOJCAa. Xo-
POLIOC HAKOPMJEHHHH naall NOAAEPKHBaJd TEMIepaTypy TeJaa OKO-
J0 102 rpaaycoB no dapenrefity. CoBeplIEHRO HE HMENX Pa3yma.

OJIEHbL
O6berT 0X0TH TaHy, Msco HMeJo TpeKpacHHe BKYCOBHE KauecTBa.
W3 wKyp #3roTOBASNY OJeKAY, OGYBb, CYMKH H T. A.

SHTUCEHAT

XuiHasg MOpCKAs pPeNnTHAMf, XOPOLIO NpHclocolleHHas AJs KH3-
HH B OKeaHe. ViMeJ0 MaseHBKYIO IoJIOBY Ha 3MeeBHJHOM Ilee, a Bec-
nooGpas3Hue NJAaBHHKH AeNajd ero IOX0XKHM Ha depenaxy. Paspo-
JHJIOCh HiIaHAMH B K49€CTBe 3arOTOBHTENEH NHINH AJAsi YPYKeTo.

SUCEKOJI
Tpasoxnﬂoe BOAHOe MJekonurawuiee. Paspoauaocs HHNaHAMHE AJA
HPOKAAAXH H OUYHCTKH TMOABOAHHX KaHaM0B.

SJHHOY

Manenbkyu#i DPOBOPHBIE AHHO32Bp, BecbMa LEHHBIUIHHACA WHIaZHAMH
33 YHHUTOXKEHHe MeaKux rphayHos. H3-3a mectpolt okpacku H
YCIYKAHBOTO XapaKTepa 4acTO CTAHOBHAHCDH JIOOHMUHKAMH.

SPETPYK

Kpyneulf XADIHEH QHHO3aBp,” AJHHa pocrurana 40 ¢yros, Bec—
7 TouH. [lepeanne nansl MajieHbKHe, RO CHibHHE. OTIHYancs Men-
JIRTENbHOCTBIO.

TUTAHTCKHH OJIEHDb

Kpynre#imufi u3 oxaenefi, TaHy OXOTHAHCD HAa HEro He TOJLKO H3-
3a MsCa, HO M ¥M3-3a UIKYPH, KOTOPYIO OHH HCNOJb30BaJH B Kaye-
CTBE MaTepHana Asig NaJaTox.
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XECOTCAH

HckyccTReHHO BHIBeJeHEHHA HiahaMy BHA SILUEPHL, KOTOPHE II0
Mepe CTapeHHs KOCTeHeNH ¥ TMpeBpallaJHCh B IpPOSHOE OpYyXHe.
[Tapoo6pasyionMe xene3bl ¢ CHAOH BHTAJKUBANH APOTHK, KOTO-
pHIif oTpaBAARCcs NPH NPOXOXAEHUH deDe3 aHaJlBHOE OTBepCTHE. SIA
XecoTcaHa B Konnuectee Bcero 500 MoJekys OpPHBOAHA K napa-
JHYY U CMEpTH. :

JJIMHHO3YBbIN
Unen cemeficTBa cyMuaToro Turpa. Kpynusill n ceupentifi XxuinHux,
IIOJIy‘-IHBI.LIHfI CBOE Ha3BaHHe 3a BHCTYNawlnue Hapyxy KJBKH.

Kapry ucmonb3oBank ANHHHOIYOHIX B KauyecTBe MOMOLIEMKOB Ha
0XOTe.

MACTOIOOHT
Kpynuoe miexonuraiomee ¢ JJIMHRRMH OHBHAMH H LENKUM XoGo-
ToM. Mcnosie3oBadoch TaRy B KaYeCTBE TAMVIOBHIX XKHBOTHBIX.

HEHUTECK

TpaBosigroe KHBOTHOE, HMEBILEE poTa Ha KOCTAHOH J060BOM mia-
CTHHE. Paamaox{a.noca, OTKJabiBas sHia. VHTEeNnIeKT HEBHCOK.
HCHOJIbSOBaJICH, B OCHOBHOM, B JICKOPATHBHLIX NEAAX.

OHETCEHCACT
Kpynnefimuit u3 6pOHHPOBAHHEIX AKHO3aBpOB. s 3aMIMTH HMen
Apa psdlla POrOoBbiX IUIACTHH HA 1I€e H CIIMHE, KOJIQUKH Ha XBOCTE.

CAHOYY

Hcnonpsyss uHTEHCHBHOE FeHHOE BMELIATENLCTBO, HiAAHBI NPeBpa-
THJIH 3TO CYLIECTBO B XMBOH MHKPOCKON. YBeaHueHHWe Haobpaxe-
HHSl npeAMera, IOMEIIEHHOro B CAHAYY, A0 ABYXCOT pa3 ROCTHIa-
JIOCh TIPOXOXKLEHUEM CONHEUNHX Jyued uepes cHCTEMY OpraHuue-
CKHX JIHH3 B €r0 T'OJIOBE.

TAPAKACT
OcTpoxnioBRH XWIIHBIf AKHHO3aBp, KpynHeHlUHWe 3K3eMILIAPH KO-
TOpOro AccTuraad 13 ¢yros B BHcoTy. [lnoXo nogxasannce ofy4e-

HHo. OAH2KO NPH NPaBHJLHOM OGpalIeHHHE TOIBOAAAH cebs ocel-
JA4Th.

YTYHIIAA ,
[TockoabKy s13bIK MfiIaH 3aBHCesl OT H3MEHEHHH iBeTa KOXH, ABH-
JKEHHH TejJa H 3BYKOB, 3aNHCEIBATE €ro OBI0 HeBO3MOXHO. Ilo-
3TOMY y Hi#JAaH HMKOrAa He OblJO MHCbMEHHOCTH, 2 HCTODHUYECKHE
CBEeAEeHHS NepefaBaJdch YCTHO. 3alHCh KE(DOpMAu#K CTala BO3-
MOXHOH TONBKO TOTAA, KOTAA OpPTaHMYECKHE JKHRKHE KpPHCTaMbl

YyCYHII2a NpHCIOCOGHJN AJA 3PHTENBHOrO CONMPOBOXKAEHHS CAYXO0-
BHX NAMSTHEIX 3aNHced,
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YHYTAK
OaHO U3 CHIBHO H3MEHEHHWX HANaHAMH XHBOTHHIX. 10T nedano-
IO/ JIETKO YCBAHBaJ OPOroBeBiIYI0 TKaHb, OCOGEHHO BOJOCH.

YPYKETO

Kpynne#mui 13 ceMeHCTBa BOASIHBIX AHHO3aBPOB. ThLICAYENETHR
FeHHOR XHPYPruu BHBeNH NOPOAY HXTHO3aBPOB, BECHM2Z OTIHYIAK-
LEXCA OT CBOMX NpeAkoB. Haa ero mo3BoHOUHHKOM HMeNach Kpyf-
Hasi TOJICCTb, PACNOJIOXEHHAST B CMHHHOM TMJaBHHKeE U HCIOA630-
BaBIIAfACK JJIS1 MEPEBO3KH 3KUIAXKa U IPy30B.

YPYKTOII

OnHO H3 CHJABHO H3MEHEHHBIX HHAaHAMH XKHBOTHBHIX. I’Icnonbaosa-
J0Ch 177 HA3eMHHX NEpeBO30K TAXKENHX rpy3oB Ha GofbilHe pac-
CTOSIHKSA, NOCKOJBKY 10CJe T'eHHOro INyOaHpOBaHMS HMEAO BOCeMb
HOT.

KNYE JIOBUTEJIEA PAHTACTHKH
Fappw FAPPHCOH
3ANAL 3JEMA

Tsasnaft peaaxrop Kuon A. J.
[Teperon ponosa M.
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